This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


.s^^ 


~~^ 


f TTTTT' 


TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT  TTTTTTTTTTTT TTTT 


Tappan  PresDuterlan  flssoclatlon 

LIBRARY. 


/ 


(Presented   by  HON.  D.  BETHUNE  DUFFIELD. 


£ 


From  Library  of  Rev.  Geo.  Duffteld,  D.D. 


t    


k 


i-AAJAAAAAlA-t  IXAliMLiAAXXUl  AXAJL. 


/ 


EX 
W735 


», 


WHOLE    WORKS 

I  OF  THE  REVEREND  AND  LEARNED 

I  MR  JOHN  mLLISON, 

'  LATE  MINISTER  OF  THE  GOSPEL  AT  DUNDEE. 

IN  FOUR  VOLUMES. 

^SSSCS===SSSSSSSB=SSSSSSTSSSSSSSSSS=SSSSS^ 

VOL.  L 

COHTAZNIira 

t.  nC  AtrtXCTtD  ftkAV^S  C01*»  If  IIZ.  a  lACRAMZirrAL    OZKZC» 

YAKZON.  II  TOKT  :    OK»  A  TRlAtlSti 

U*  THK  CBVtCUl's  PAirCSK,  AVO  D  CONCERNlXa    ITHS  SAHC- 

•       TBS   MZNISTSK'S  OUTT  :   A  H  f  IPICATZON    OF    A    CbK* 


r 


£DlNpURGHi 

niNTED  air  J.  M0IR>  »ATSKS0H*S  C«VKt< 

Ar  J.  Skksom,  J.  OoLB,  J.  Faiiiairm,  J.  Oomitt  WS.  OiiEnr<| 

Sdahritt  O.  Peattii,  Ltili  .— M.  Odli,  Aurf  J.  Imsat, 

Gfe{»a).~0.  MttXE,  Awbr  <— A.  Bkowr,  Aitr* 

din  !'-^ai  J.  Forittb,  £^iit 


'l   - 


TO  THE  READER. 


THE  fubjed  of  this  book|  however  melancholy  it 
may  appear  to  fciine»  yet  it  it  nccefiary  to  all ; 
feeing  the  word  of  God,  and  our  own  expertence,  do 
afiure  u$i  that  <*  Man,  who  is  born  of  a  woman,  is  of  few 
daye,  and  full  of  trouble;''  and  that  he  ^^'isbomto 
^  troublesi  as  the  fparks  fly  upwards.''  Nay,  God's  deareft 

%  children  are  not  esempted  from  this  common  fate.  We 
fee  what  is  the  charader  God  givethbf  his  chufch,  ifa. 
\x9.  II.  **  Othou  affliQedy  and  tofled  withtempefts, 
and  not  comforted." 

If  in  this  wofld,  then,  we  muft  look  for  tribidacion,  it 
IS  highly  neceflary  for  every  man  to  feek  direction  how 
to  provide  for  it,  and.  behave  under  it,  fo  as  be  may 
glorify  God,  edify  others,  and  attain  to  eternal  halppi- 
ntfs^at  laR.    The  tribmlations  we  have  to  look  for  here 

•  are  qnanifold;  but,' among  thofe  that  are  outward,  I 

•  know  none  about  wfakh  men  ought  to  be  more  t&>ught- 
ful  and  concerned,  than  bodily  (icknefs,  that  ufual  har- 
binger of  death,  and  which  uihers  the  way  to  judgment. 

This  is  a  fubje£l  not  much  handled  in  public  fer- 
inons,^hich  are  delivered  only  to  them  tfeat  aw  in 
health, The  Gckfbeing  incapable  to  attend  them.  Where- 
fore, it  feeips  the  more  neceflary  to  hi^ndle  it  in  writ^ 
,  ing,  that  fo  the  afili£led  miy  have  a  book  in  their  ho«* 
(cs,  and  at  their  bed-fides^  as  a  monitor  to  preach  to 
them  in  private,  when  they  are  reftrained  from  hearitig 
ferroons  in  public. 

And  though  fometimes  minifters  fermons  may  be 
Very  fuitaUe  to  the  cafe  of  the  fick  and  afli£l»d ;  yet| 
alas  \  the  moft'  part  are  carelefs  and  forgetful  hearers 
of  thefe  things,  while  they  are  in  healthand  profperity, . 
as  reckoning  the*bril  day  at  fome  diftance  from  them. 
A  book,  then,  fuch  as  the  following  Directory,  being 
with  them  in  time  of  ficknefs  and  afflidion,  may,  by 
the  divine  bleffin^,  be  ufeful  to  bring  to  their  remem*- 
A  2  brance 
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brance  thofe  counfels  and  admonitions  which  they  ▼er7 
XBtich  neglCGCCu  m  the  time  of  'thcif  health* 

Again,  miiuftfcrs  of  ithe  gofpel,  though  never  fo 
much  indined  lo^attcnd  the  .fick»:  yett  by  reafim  of  dif- 
abiUty  and  multiplicity  of  other  work>  cannot  be  alwayia 
with  tfaeilni  to  dixeSt,  rtfoIve,'atid  comfort 'th<m»  But 
fuch  a  hookas  this,  diey  may  h«?e  ftill  at  hand  to  con* 
fttlt  with* 

•Andy  in  regard  the  aiRifled  for  the  moft  part  are 
out  of  cz{t  to  read  for  themfehres,  it  would  be  a  moft 
.  charitable  work  for  friends  or  heighbours  that  attend 
•  thenS)  toiay  hold  oh  proper  feafonsfor  reading  fuch  a 
.hook  as  this  in  their  hearing ;  and  efpecially  fuch  chap- 
ters or  diredioos  as  they  judge  moft  fuitable  for  them* 
Thiis  you  might  be  helped  in  fonne  meafure  to  exoner 
your  eoofciences,  and  do  your  laft  offices  of  kiodnefs 
to  your  fick  and  dying  friends,  when  you  can  ferve  them 
no  longer  in  this  woiid* 

I  might  .have  brought  in  and  handled  fome  contro* 
•verfies  (had  I  been  food  of  them)  in  the  enfuing  tiea« 
tife>  about  the  adminiftration  of  the  Lord's  fupper  to 
the  (Sck»  and  about  extreme  undiiooi  which  fonie  aUb 
begin  to  plead  for,  and  thence  have  taken  occafion  to 
touch  at  feme  other  new  ufages,  fuch  as  the  middle 
ftatci  prayers  for  the  dead*  and  other  Popifli  errors,  that 
Ibsie  (caMed  Proteftants)  wouM  have  revived  and  intro* 
duced  among  us«^  But  I  have  induftrioufly  (hunned  what 
is  controverfial,  and  kept  clofc  to  what  is  psa^iical  and 
..oWncd  by  all  true  Chriftians« 

For  preventing  the  growth  of  thefe  and  other  enor^,' 
(from  which  this  nation  hath  been  much  longer  free 
than  others)  I  wi(h  all  ranks  among  us  would  clofely 
obferve  the  faered  Hile  of  faith,  God's  word,  and  re- 
member the  folemn  and  national  engagements  we  of 
this  land  are  under,  to  maintain  the  pure  truths  of  God 
therein  contained,  in  <^>po(ition  to  all  forts  of  errors, 
whether  Popifii,  Pelagian,  Arian,  'Antinomian,  &c. 
And,  may  we  ever  Mm  the  do£lrine  that  would  teach 
us  to  break  thefe  bands  afunder  ! 

Have  vre  not  ground  this  day  to  fufpe&  that  Satan 
.  is  canying  on  a  deep  and'fubtle  plot  for  ihaking  our 
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covenanted  Reformation,  and  weakening  a  Proteftant 
intereft  ?  When,  upon  the  one  hand,  fomc  are  begin- 
ning openly  to  advance  and  propagate  the  old  abjured  ' 
Poplfh  do^rines  which  our  reformers  did  throw  out, 
and  with  axes  arid  hammers  would  go  at  once  to  cut 
down  all  our  carved  work ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  on 
the  other  hand,,  foiiie  would  be  at  breaking  down  the 
excellent  fences  of  bur  Reformation,  viz.  our  covenant?, 
confeflion?,  the  magiftrate's  power,  Sic  For  this  enc*, 
p.iper$  are  fpread,  and  poTitions  advanced,  impuji^ning 
the  warrantablencfs  of  our  national  covenants  and  con* 
feflions,  and  the  obligation  thereof;  rtflefling  alfo  up- 
on our  worthy  Reformers  and  anceflors,  as  unenlight- 
ened, who  frapied  and  took  them,  or  died  adhering 
thereunto ;  and  alfo  denying  the  magiRrate's  power, 
CIRCA  SACRA  (for  the  fupport  of  the  ttuth,  and  fuppref- 
fmg  of  herefies)  acknowledged  by  the  word  of  God  and 
our  confeflion  of  faith  -,  and  all  this,  fo'rfooth,  to  make 
way  for  a  toleration  of  all  errors  and  feds  among  us  ; 
though  they  cannot  but  know,  that  tolerating  of  falfc 
religions  is  exprcfsly  ranked  among  the  fms  forbidden 
in  the  fecond  commandment,  according  to  the  efpoli- 
tion  of  our  larger  catechifm ;  and  is  alfo  condemned  by 
the  twenty- third  chapter  of  our  confeflion:  in  both 
which«  we  may  fee  the  clear  fcripture- texts,  cited  by 
the  Aflembly,  for  refuting  and  condemning  any  fuch  to- 
leration. Ah  !  what  joy  may  alt  this  caufe  at  Rome  ! 
therefore  tell  it  not  in  Gsth,  &c. 

fAs  the  Lord  did  fignally  countenance  .our  Reformers 
aAice  in  entering  into  folemn  and  national  covenants 
with  God,  and  among  themfelves,  for  religion  and  re- 
formation, by  the  pouring  out  of  his  Spirit  from  on 
high,  for  bringing  tn  of  many  fouls  to  h^pfelf,  and  for 
overturning  idolatry  and  fuperftition,  and  advancing 
reformation  to  a  great  pitch,  in  fpite  of  all  the  enemies 
and  difficulties  that  were  in  the  way ;  fo  (heir  praAice 
of  national  covenanting,  even  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  difpenfatiop,  is  fufficiently  warranted' both  by  the 
light  of  nature,  and  by  tlie  word  of  God,  and  chat  in 
both  Tcftaments.  And  this  will  appear  if  we  confider 
the  fcripture-precedtnts,  together  with  the  promifes 

and 
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and  prophecies  of  ^he  Old  Tcftament  tel^tting  to  go  (pel 
timey,  and  compare  tacm  with  the  New  j  and  ffpecially 
^  thofe  which  foretcl  the  unchurching  of  the  Jcwilh  na- 
tion, and  the  ingrafting  of  the  Gcntije  nations  into  their 
r^wm  :  and  that'  thereupon  the  n.^tlonal  church- ftafc 
and  privileges  of  tlie  Jews  were  to  he  transferred    to 
Chriilian  nations,  an^l  particulcirly  tLi§  of  being  nation- 
ally in  covenant  with  God.    'Which  prophecies  arc   to 
have  t'lcii  fpecial  and  full  accompliihmeht  at  Babylon's 
dowiifil.     For  illultr.itinjr  thcfc  pomis,  and  applying 
the  fcr'pti^r  -icxti  relative  tlierttp,  I  might  expatiate  in 
fevcral  fireas  of  paper,  if  it  were  proper  here.     1  (hall 
only  at  this  time  circ  fome  of  the  ttxts  that  may  be  well 
Jmpjoven  to.ilie  forefaid  purpofes ;   which  the  rjader 
may  turn  to  and  confiJer  at  his  leifure,*fuch  as  Ifa.  xix. 
iS,  21,  2i,  24,  2.5.  chap.  xlv.  23.  Jer.  1*4,5.  the  Ix.  Ixu 
and  Ixii.  cliaptcrs  of  Ifaiah  throughout.     If.i.  Iv.  3,  4,  5. 
Micah  iv.  i,  2.  Zcch.  vili.  2 « ,  22,  23.  Rev.  ir.  15.  Rom. 
xi.  17*  19.  chip.  X.  12,  19.  Mat.  iii.  5,  6.  Afts  viii.  6, 
12,  2  Cor.  viii*  5.  Mat.  xxi.  43.  Rom.  ix.  24>  25,  26. 
compared  wiili  llof.  i.  9,  jo,  1 1.  chap.  ii.  23.     Like- 
\kif0l  might  cite  fcvcral  prophecies  with  refpe£l  to  the 
iCands,  and  utmoft  ends  of  the  earth,  which  were  pea- 
pied  by  Japher,  that  have  a  very  particular  and  favour* 
able  alpe£l  to  thi^  covenanted  land. 

BvfiUcs  all  whlch>  it  is  evident j  from  the  firft  and  great 
commanvi  of  the  hw,  which  ib  direifled  to  Ifrael  a^  a 
nation,  and  is  obligatory  under  the  New  Ttftamcnt  4s 
well  as  the  Old  ;  that  i:  is  a  moral  duty,  univerfally  and 
perpetually  binding  upon  nations  and  focieties,  ^^ffj^. 
;:s  fingle  pcrfons,  tu  chufe,  acknowledge,  and  dHuch 
tlie  Lord  to  be  their  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  keep 
his  flatutes.  This  is  required  in  ihc  firft  commandment 
according  to  ^he  expofuion  of  our  Larger  Catcchifm  ; 
and  is  there  confirmed  by  thcfe  texcf,  that  warrant  and 
t  xen^plify  the  pradce  of  national  covenanting,  fuch  as  ■ 
Dcut.  xxvi.  19,  J  7.  Jolh.  xxiv.  22.  In  fuch  a  national 
way  d'ct  our  (atljers  of  old  ackiiowledge  and  avoucn  the 
Lord  10  be  ilieir  God,  and  devote  thcmfclvcs  and  their 
poilcrity  to  the  Lord.  And,  blciled  be  the  Lord  our 
God^  who  did  n.any  ways  declare  himfdf  10  be  wcil 
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plcafed.with  tKcb'argain^  and  efpecially  by  filling  the 
temple  with  his  glory. 

As  the  prophets  and  godly  Jews  Vcrc  at  great  paina 
to  convey  to.  pofterity  hittorical  accounts  of  the  wonder- 
derfal  deliverances  God  'wrought  for  Ifrael  at  the  R<d- 
fea,  and  in  refcuing  them  from  Kgypti  Babylon,  and 
other  enemies  •,  fo  it  would  be  ufefu!  to  fortify  our  re- 
formation, if  we  were  careful  to  hand  down  to  th^  rifing 
generation  a  fenfe  of  God's  diflinguifhing  mercy  to  this 
land,  in  delivering  us  from  fpiritual. Babylon,  s^d  tefcu^ 
ing  ns  from  time  to  time  from  thefe  captains  that  h:rre 
fought  to  lead  us  back  thither.  Many  a  time  hath  he 
delivered  us,  when  we  have  been  brought  vcrj'lo^^. 

By  many  infenccs  it  hath  appeared,  that  the  gtorioui* 
JEHOVAH  hath  not  been  afhamed  to  own  hts  cove- 
nant relation  tb  this  finfiil  and  Unworthy  lanJ.  '  God 
ibrbid  that  we  of  this  age  fliould  bei  afhamed  to  own 
our  covenant- relation  to  him.  This  hath  been  both  our 
glory  and  our  fafety  ^  and  I  hope,  there  will  ti'^i-  be 
found  a  remnant  to  own  it,  and  plead  it  with  God  in 
the  time  of  danger.  Surely,  it  is  not  time  now  to4iif- 
claim  it,  when  the  enemies  oi^  ouf  Zioti  tite  combining 
together,  and  feeking  to  raze  her  to  the  foundation. 
Jjtt  all  her  lovers  cry  mightily  to  her  covenanted  Lord 
in  her  behalf,  in  thefe  Staking  times  :  Itt  theiti  join 
to  put  up  that  prayer  of  the  Pfalmifl,  Ixxviii.  28. 
^*  btrengthen,  O  God,  that  which  thou  haft  wroughc 
fouiSi"  and  that  of  Habakkuk,  Hab.  iii.  2.  *<  O 
Lfll)  revive  thy  work  in  the  midft.of  the  years."' 
May  27*  1797.; 

N.  B.  The  forefud  digreffion^  in  the  preface  to  the 
Ml  editioiiy  was  Ofcafioned  by  the  broaching  of  fome 
^^arian  notions,  wfaieb  introduced  great  rediogs  and 
Cakitigs  in  this  eomeri  and  oihet^rts  of  this  church  ; 
^oe whieb tinof  alasl.flie  liatfa  ^njoyed  tittle  peace 
^vkfain  her  walls,  or  pro^^esky  wkBn  her  palaces  ^buf, 
inftead  thertitf,  <he  fasth  been  tofibd  with  tempefts  and 
ItDitMei  of  ttfbttf  kin^  whereby  the  children  of  Zioo 
liave  b^ett  InrcHighti  and  ftill  ly;,  ukider  great diftrefs  and 
iflKwott* 

'The 
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Toe  firft  impreflioa  of  tfab  book  being  difpofed  o(g 
and  a  fecond  called  for,  I  have  the  more  rcadilf  con« 
fentcd  to  it,  at  this  time  of  general  calamity  and  diftreis, 
feeing*  the  book  is  intended  as  a  DircQorjF  toChriftians 
under  a^idion,  whatever  fort  it  be.  It  cannot  but  be 
oVvious  to  every  ferious  obferver,  that  the  Lord's  judg* 
ments  are  in  the  earth  at  this  day,  and  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  land  are  generally  viGted  with  calamities 
of  divers  kinds,  both  fpiritual  and  temporal  \  which 
makes  a  Dire£lory  how  to  manage  and  carry  under 
tbem  the  more  feafonable  and  neceffary. 

Ah  !  the  Lord's  hand  is  viQbly  lifted  up  againftusac 
this  day,  and  hath  been  for  fome  ycrars  paft,  in  fliuttin^ 
•  up  the  churches  womb,  blading  gofpel. ordinances,  and 
withdrawing  his  Spirit  from  the  aflemblies  of  his  people^ 
and  from  our  judicatories.    The  flood-gate  is  opened 
for  errori  infidelity,  and  loofenefs,  to  overfpread  the 
land;  fo  that  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  the  .holy  Scriptures^ 
and  all  revealed  religion,  afc  condemned  and  ridiculed 
by  many.  ^  The  anger  of  the  Lord  hath  divided  us  both 
in  ghurch  and  ftate,  and  hath  mingled  a  perverfe  fptrit 
in  the  midil  of  us  -^   yea,  hath  made  fuch  wofiil  breaches 
among  godly  minilters  and  Chriftians,  who  are  aiming 
at  the  £ime  things,  that  no  balm  can  be  foqnd  for  heaU 
ing  them*   There  is  a  way  opened  for  a  carnal  felf^feek* 
ing  minifler  to  get  into  the  vineyard,  when  faithful  la* 
bourers  are  thruft  out,  and  godly  preachers  and  ftudents 
are  difcouraged  from  entering  in.    Not  a  few  Chriftiaxi 
congregationsi  who  lately  were  harmonious  and  unkain 
partaking  of  gofpel-ordinanccs,  are  now  fo  miferlne^ 
rent  and  fcatteredi  through  mournful  in.trufions  and  di- 
viding courfesi  that  they  cannot  worihip  God  together  \ 
and  many  of  them  are  wandering  like  Gieef)  having  no 
ihepherd,  ezpofed  to  beafts  of  preyj^  and  liaMc  to  popifr 
in  a  ftate  of  ignorance  or  neglijgence. 

Likewife,  the  Lord's  hand  is  remarkably  Itfted  up  ^ 
gainft  us,  in  the  variety  of  temporal  judgments  and'€a>> 
lamities  brought  upon  us  within  a  very  ihort  time  by* 
paft.  Sometimes  this  Lord  fends  forth  his  ftormy 
winds  with  extraordinary  violence,  £»  asi  lo  carry  ter«> 
ror  and  deftrUfUoti  aloqg  with  them  bodi  by  fea  afh( 
landi  and  even  threaten  to  bury  us  in  the  ruin  of  pjur 

houies* 


^  To  tbe  Reader^  .  H  • 

liolifes.  Sometipnies  he  fefids  fuch  long  continued  rains 
lo  hanrefty  as  threaten  to  dcfttoy  the  whole  crop  be- 
fore our  eyesk  Sometimes  fuch  ettraordinary  ftorms 
of  froft  and  fnOw^  as  to  bind  up  the  "Waters  and  millst 
that  food  dmnot  be  prepared  for  lis,  and  we  lire  ready 
lo  petifli  in  midil  of  plenty.  Sooietimes  he  fends  fucn 
deftrudive  ftorths  of  lie^htni'ng  and  thunder  from  hea- 
ven, and  kihdies  fuch  Tiolent  ores  on  eftrth,  that  whole 
cities,  with  their  inhabitants,  are  like  to  be  confiimed 
therewith.  Upon  our  neighbouring  countries  dreadful 
•  inundations  have  been  fent  of  late,  for  deftroylng  die  in- 
habitanu  iK^ith  their  battle  and  effe£ls;  Again,  God  hath 
Vtfited  tts  with  long  continued  droughty  cold  and  un- 
natural ftof  ms  in  the  fpring,  and  fometimts  with  frdft  in 
midft  of  fummer,  which  have  brought  on  extraordinary 
fcarcity  and  deardi  of  vi£tuai,  fo  that  there  ate  great  dif- 
'  orders  committed  in  the  land  by  riots  and  tumults  for 
want  of  food,  and  multitudes  of  families  are  difTolved, 
and  forced  to  wander  begging  their  bread ;  and  thg  cat- 
tle alfo  are  familhed  for  want  of  grafs  aind  fobd  to  (uftaiii 
them.  In  the  mean  time  we  ar^  engaged  in  wa%  with 
cruel  enemies,  who  feice  our  (hips,  carry  our  country- 
men captives,  thtow  them. into  dungeons  and  naufeous 
|>rifons,  where  they  ufe  them  barbarouily ;  yea^  much  of 
their  blood  is  (hed|  arid  many  valuable  lives  are  loft  in 
our  defence.  And,  befides  out  other  calamities,  we 
fufier  greatly  through  deday  of  trade  and  merchandife^ 
and  penury  of  money;  in  many  places,  merchants^ 
tnulelmen,  and  arEificers,  want  buiinefs  ;  there  is  no 
work  nor  hire  for  labourers,  and  for  thofe  who  would 
ufe  honeft  induftry  for  bread,  whether  men  or  women  ;* 
fo  that  want  is  "  come  upon  us  as  one  that  travaileth, 
and  poverty  like  an  arm^d  man,"  and  many  are  reduced 
to  extreme  mifery,  and  ftarving  circumftanees,  for  lack 
of  bread. 

By  all  which  proceedings  it  appears  that  God  hath  a 
peculiar  controverCy  with  Scotland,  and  threatens  to  pu- 
niQiher  remarkably  for  her  heinous  Gns  and  provoca- 
tioite.  The  Lord's  hand  hath  been  long  lifted  up  agatnft 
1X3,  aUd  now  it  is  higher  lifted  up  than  ever :  and,  the 
higher  it  is  lifted,  tlv:  blow  is  like  to  be  tbe  feverer  when 
^ven.  He  hath  fent  many  ieiitr  ftrokes  and  judgments 
npon  us,  as  forerunners  and  warnings  of  greater,  which 
^'OL.  I.  B  *        ^  he 
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he  hfttb  ftill  bis  rcierve  for  «9>  if  n^e  repent  Doti  foiihis 
mag^zino  is  far  from  b^ing  exhauftcd*    As  tMrc  ?k 
nupy  cffuCcs  f<Qr  thefc  csibtnities  oi  oqrsi  fo. I  ^hiak  tbetc 
is  a  principal  <>ni^  noentioneds  Mat.  xxiv.  i^,  "  {niquity 
dofh  abound,  aec^  (be  love  of  inaay  is  waxen  cold*'' 
Infidelity*  immf^rality,  sind  <;ootcnipt  of  the  gqfpel»  ave 
come  to  %  pmd'^ious  height ;  our  hearts  are  bccoo^e 
cold  and  f^oi^eri  to  Chrift  and  his  inceref^i  t^  his  people 
and  holy  Uwa  :  for  whi«:h  ^aufe,  Qod  is  provoked  to 
fend  fuch  judicial  cold  and  froits  upon  our  lapd^  and  the 
fruits  of  tlic  earthy  (q  ai  tp  mar  and  diipinifli  our  cropf, 
mid  reduce  t>o.tb  m^ n  and  b^afks  to  the  greateft  ftpits* 
And  yet  :fo  gr^at  i«  our  impenitence  and  pervecfeneOift 
ihat  ivre  will  oot  fee  the  Lord's  handf  nor  be  reformed 
by  all  thefe  judgments. 

It  might  well  be  expeftedi  when  the  Lord's  jndg« 
ments  are  fo  vifible  in  the  earth,  that  not  only  his  peo- 
ple by  profe^Bpn,  but  even  the  inhabitants  of  the  voridf 
wot^ld  learn  righteoufnefs,  according  to  Ifa.  xxvii.  9. 
But»  alas  \  Sp  perverfe  are  we  to  walk  with  God,  that 
neitlyr  the  inhabitanta  of  the  world,  nor  thofe  who 
profefs  to  be  feparated  from  the  world,  v^l  alter  their 
courfe,  nor  learn  righteoufnefs ;  nay,  inftead  of  that, 
many  are  learning  dill  more  wickcdnefs,  *<  ShaU  I  not 
vifit  for  thefe  things  ?  faith  the  Lord :  and  (hall  not 
my  foul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as  thia  ^  Aias ! 
Iiath  he  not  been  provoked  to  fay  concerning  us,  as  he 
did  concerning  his  ancient  people.  Lev,  xxvi.  23,  24. 
<^  If  ye  will  not  be  reformed  by  all  thefe  things,  but 
will  walk  contrary  unto  me :  then  will  I  aUb  walk  con- 
*  trary  unto  you,  and  will  bring  feven  times  more  plagues 
upon  you,,  according  to  your  fina."  And  Ukewife  to 
fay  unto  us,  aa  unto  them,  *<  When  ye  fpread  forth 
your  faanda,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you ;  and  when 
ye  fail  and  make  many  prajers,  I  will  not  hear :  but  I 
will  confume  you  with  the  iwordA  with  the  famine,  and 
with  the  peftilence,"  as  in  Ifa.  i.  15.  Jer.  xiv.  la* 

The  fword,  famine,  and  peftilence,  are  God's  three 
mortal  arrowa,  which  he  commonly  threatens  to  flioot 
againft  impenitent  and  incorrigible  ofEenders.  Two  of 
thefe  are  already  (hot  againft  us :  the  fword  is  drawn, 
and  much  of  our  countrymen  a  Uood  is  already  (bed; 

and 


^  7$  th^  Reader.  ii 

and  whslt  farther  (Irenes  of  it  rtiaf  flow  befbf^  it  be  put 
ut>  \ti  its  (hcfatb^  Ood  only  knoWs.    The  evil  arrow  of 
fanilne  (as  God  calls  it,  Ezck.  V.  1 6.)  h  let  fly  againtl  Us 
at  the  fame  time«  and  the  far^itie  is  the  arrow  which  is 
the  foreft  of  the  three.    When  it  was  put  to  Dwid's 
choice,  which  of  the  three  he  would  be  thd  butt  of,  lie 
Tpould  not  chufe  famine*     The  prophet  Joel  doth  be- 
wail and  deprecate  this  judgment  in  the  moll  pathetic 
manner,  and  calls  the  whole  land  to  fading  and  pray- 
et,  for  removing  it,  Joel  1.  lo.  14.     And  we  fee^  when 
God  is  mod  angty,  and  threatens  to  fpend  his  arrows 
upon  a  goilty  people,  he  begins  with  the  arrow  of  famine 
as  t^e  forcft,  as  in  Deut.  xtxii.  23^  24.  *'  I  will  fpend 
mine  arrows  upon  them,  they  (hall  be  bui'nt  with  hun- 
ger.*   And  we  fee  what  the  Spirit  of  God  faith  of  thoffc 
who  die  by  this  ;irr6W>  Lain.  if.  9.  «•  They  that  be 
flatn  with  the  fwbrd,  are  bettet  than  they  that  be  fl^ift 
with  htthget ;  for  thefe  pine  away ;  ft^icketi  through  for 
want  bf  die  frtiits  of  the  field  j"  and  th^refote  their 
death  is  moft  lingering  and  mifet^^ble.  Likewifd,  faHiine 
vfeth  to  bring  on  the  moft  haufi^otift  and  mortal  difeafos, 
andfrequeniTf  the  peftilMice  dcfth  follow  npon  the' back 
of  famine,    n  it  not  then  high  time  for  oUf  land  to  take 
the  alarmi  when  God  begiiis  to  flioot  his  evil  artows  i 
"When  the  Hon  ro^rs,  it  becdxheth  ni  to  feat )  yea,  10 
humble  Ourielves  in  the  dtift,  and  mourn  foir  OUr  iniqui^ 
ties,  Which  kindle  the  (ite  of  wrath« 

Let  us  fearch  and  try  oar  ways,  and  ttirn  agahi  i<o 
the  Lord,  from  whom  we  have  deeply  terolted  :  an4^ 
particularly^  let  Us  mourn  for^  and  \^m  from^  thofe  fins 
which  the  Word  of  God  points  ont  ih  bringing  on  fa^ 
mine ;  fuch  as,  i .  Afcrihing  our  eatthly  comfotts  and 
bleflings  to  other  things  than  God  the  true  autlit>r.  This 
fin  we  dnd  threatened  With  fcareity  sind  fkmin'e,  Jer. 
xVvr.  17.  ad,  27.  Hof.  ii.  j.  9—2.  Perverting  of  plen- 
ty  to  Itiznry  and  protfigality,  fcnfiiality  tind  excefs,  re«> 
y^Hings  and  dancings,  balls  and  iiffembHes*  We  fee 
koW  thefe  are  threatened,  Ifa.  f.  ii,  12,  13.  Amos  vi^ 
4,  6i  7  — 3«  Rejcfling  the  bread  of  life,  and  defpifin^ 
ibt  food  of  our  foUls*  Ood  ufed  to  punilh  men  fot 
their  fins,*  by  depriving  th^  of  bread  for  their  bodiesi 
Jcrr  xi.ar,  22—4-  Men  minding  their -owti  things 
B  %  more 
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more  than  the  thing$  of  God ;  and  n^ gleAing  to  bnikt 
hU  houfe,  and  pot  refped  upon  his  ordinances.  Upon 
fuch  account  God  brings  on  fcarcity  and  famine,  Hai^^. 
1. 9,  I  o»  1 1 , — 5  •  Covenant-brcakingi  and  dealing  crucUj 
tvith  the  poofi  or  with  ftranp^ers  ihat  live  among  us : 
It  was  for  thefe  fins  that  God  fent  a  three  years  famine 
upon  the  land  of  Ifrael,  2  Sam.  xxi.  i. 

Moreover!  l^t  us  look  upon  all  chefe  temporal  ftorms 
and  calamities  which  are  come  or  coming  upon  the.land« 
as  warnings  to  prepare  for  a  more  awful  ilorm  that  we 
jnuft  all  meet  with ;  namelyi  the  ftorm  of  death  and 
judgment  j  let  us  (land  habitually  prepared  for  that 
ftonst  and  then  other  ftorms  will  not  fo  much  afFeA  us. 
If  it  be  asked,  What  we  (hall  do  to  be  fafe  in  time  of 
that  trying  ftorm  ?  the  anfwer  is,  Let  us  fee  that  we  be 
among  the  broken  in  heart,  or  the  fincere  penitents, 
who  are  heartily  grieved  for  all  known  fin  :  Tliat  we  be 
true  believers  in  Chrift,  who  truft  in  nothing  but  his. 
fighteoufnefs  apd  merits,  for juftification  and  falvation ; 
TAJt  we  be  bom  again,  and  made  new  creatures  by  ? 
fiiving  change  both  in  heart  and  life  :  That  it  be  our 
greaf  bufinefs  to  clear  up  our  evidences  of  peace  with 
God  through  Chriit,  and  of  our  title  to^e  manfions 
which  he  hath  purcbafed  by  his  blood*  O  that  God's 
judgments,  when  they  are  on  the  earth,  were  means  to 
awaken  us  to  flee  (irom  the  wrath  to  come,  to  Chrift 
our  refuge  !  when  the  floods  of  great  waters  are  fwelU 
iag  up  to  the  brim,  our  only  fafety  i^  to  fecure  a  hiding 
place  in  Chrift's  wounds* 

mjjtt  us  follow  the  example  of  Noah,  who,  when  he 
,  faW  the  flood  coming,  took  warning,  and  prepared  aa 
ark  for  faving  himfelf  and  his  hou(hold,  Heb.  xi.  7. 
Let  us  even  imkate  the  Egyptians  that  feared  the  Lord ; 
they,  when  warned  of  the  dreadful  ftorm  of  hail  that 
was  coming  on  the  land,  made  their  fervants  and  cattle 
to  flee  into- the  houics,  Exod^  ix.  20.  God  hath  in 
mercy,  provided  cb^bers  for  his  people  to;  hide  them- 
felves  in,  when  ftorm^  are  coming,  even  the  chamberf 
of  his  attributes  and  promifes,  and  the  chambers  of 
Chrift's  wounds  and  interceflfion ;  in  thefe  only  we  can 
find  fafety ;  let  us  enter  intg  diem  by  faith,  when  he 
myites  us,  Ifa-  xxvi*  20,  21. 

Seeing 
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Seeing  in  thefe  evi)  day$  we  have  fo  many  harbingers 
and  forenmneraof  deadi  before  our  eyes^  it  will  be 
highlj  our  wifdom  to  keep  ourfelves  ftill  in  a  waiting 
poilure  always  ready  and  willing  to  die.    What  is  there 
in  this  weary  land  to  tempt  us  to  deGre  to  abide  in  it  ? 
Is  it  not  a  land  overwhelmed  with  fin  and  forrow  ?    O 
believers,  are  you  tofled  with  tempefts  here  7  Seek  the 
wings  of  a  dove,  that  you  may  fly  away  and  be  at  reft. 
Be  habitually  defiring  to  depart,  that  you  niay  be  witli 
Chnft.    Surely  for  you  to  die  is  gain, yea,  infinite  gain! 
"What  are  the  imaginary  pleafures  of  this  world  to  the 
real  happinefs  of  the  next  ?  tho*  the  ftruggles  of  death 
be  grievous  to  nature,  yet  the  gains  of  dying  (hould  re-  ^ 
conatle  you  to  it.     Tou  do  not  ftick  at  the  trouble 
of  putting  off  your  cloathr  at  night,  to  gain  a  little  reft 
to  your  IxKiies }  and  why- (hould  you  ftick  at  uncloath* 
ing  yourfelves  of  the  garments  of  flefti  at  God*s  call,  to 
gain  everlafttng  reft  to  your  fouls,  and  the  fruition  of 
Cbrift^s  glorious  prefence.for  ever  ?    Let  the  thoughts 
of  this*  gain  put  you  upon  ufmg  all  means- to  get  your 
hearts- weaned  from  the  love  of  the  world  sind  its  com- 
forts,    ^eep  the  mantle  of  earthly  enjoyments  banging 
loofe  about  ]^ou,  efpecially  in  thefe  calamitous  timest 
that  fo  it  may  be  eafily  dropt  when  death  comes  to  car-, 
ry  you  to  the  eternal  world.  •  -  Q  for  mote  of  the  lively 
faith  of  that  world,  and  of « him  that  is  the  Lord  and 
pttidiafer  of  it !     But  feeing  this  fubje£l  is  more  large- 
ly infifted  on  in  the  book  itfel^  I  ^all  add  no  more  here 
upon  it ;  only  i  (hall  lufajoin  a  coUe^ion  dT  fome  fweet 
and  comfortable  texts  of  fcripture,  verv  proper  for  dy- 
ing believers,  to  meditate  and  feed  on  uy  faith,  to  grip 
to  and  plead  with'  God,  and  fuek  confolation  from, 
when  they  have  a  near  profpedl  of  going  through  the 
dark  valley,  and  entering  into  the  unknown  regions  of 
(ternity.    God'^^  word  will  then  be'our  hope. 

A  COLLECTION 


A 


(     3tiy     ) 


A  COLLECTION 

OF 

COMFORTABLE  TEXTS 
Tor  Dying  Believers. 


COME  unto  me,  ail  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft|  Mat.  xi.  a8»    Him 
that  Cometh  to  me  I.  will  in  nowife  caft  out,  John  vh  37* 

In  tny  Faiher's  houfe  are  niiiny  manfiotis^  if  it  were 
not  fo,  I  would  have  told  y<Hi :  1  go  to  prepare  a  place 
for  you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  youf  I 
will  come. again  and  receive  you  to  knyfelf>  that  where 
I  ami  there  ye  may  be  alfo,  John  xiv^  Sj  3* 

Becaufe  1  live,  ye  (hall  live  alfo^  John  xiv»  19* 

Chrift  faith,  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Af^^  Amen* 
Even  fo,  come  L6rd  Jefus^-  Rev.  xui,  20. 

There  remainetb  a  left  xo  the  people  of  Codf  Hob« 
.iv.9. 

I  haya  waited  for  thy  fiilyation^  O  Lord,  Cen.  xlix.  184 

Lord,  now  letteft  tAoif  thy  fervdiit  depart  in  peaee  \ 
for  mine  eyed  huVe  feea.tihy  falvatioti,  Luke. ii.  39,  ffu 

He  is  the  Rock,  and  his  work  is  perfe£t,  Deut.  xxitiii  4; 

The  Lord  will  p^rfea  thai  wfakh  concemeth  me^ 
VbXk  c^xxviii.  8. 

Being  confident  -«....  that  be  which  hath  begun  a 
good  work  in  you,  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Je« 
fus  Chrift,  Phil.  'u6 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  aiid  that  he  Aall 
ftand  at  the  latter  day  upon  thd  earths '  And  thoogbi 
after  my  (kin,  worms  deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flefti 
Aiall  I  fee  God ;  whom  I  (hall  fee  for  myfclf,  and  mine 
eyes  (hall  behold,  and  not  another ;  though  my  reins 
be  confumed  within  me,  Job  xix.  2;,  26,  27. 

Although  my  hoiife  is  not  fo  with  God,  yet  he  hath 
made  with  me  an  everlafting  covenantj  ordered  in  all 

things 
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tKiags  an4  furf  •  For  this  is  all  my  falvatioo  and  all 
xny  dcfiret  t  S|im.  xxiiu  $•  ' 

Y^a»  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  ffi^ 
4ow  of  deaths  (  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me, 
Pfal.  zxiii.  4. 

lotf  thine  h9nd  I  commit  my  Spirit :  thou  haft  rc« 
d^Pfied  me»  O  Lord  God  of  Truth,  PfaL  xxxi.  5, 

For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever  $  he  will 
be  our  guide  even  unto  death,  Pf^l-  zlviii.  14. 

Thou  {halt  guide  me  with  thy  counfel,  and  afterward 
f ec^iye  na^  to  glory.  Whom  have  I  in  iieaven  but  thee  > 
^nd  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  deilre  be(ides  thee. 
My  fleOi  and  my  heart  faileth  ;  but  God  is  the  ftrength 
of  my  heart,  ^d  my  portion  for  ever,  Pfal.  Ixxii.  24, 

fh^  facriGcea  of  God  arc  a  broken  fpirit ;  a  broken 
a<id  contrite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  defpi(e,  PfaL 
H*  17, 

O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove  !  for  then  would  I  fly 
away  and  he  at  ted.  I  would  haften  my  efcape  from 
the  windy  ftorms  and  tempeft,  Pfal.  Ix.  6,  8. 

Though  ye  have  Iten  among  the  pots,  yet  (hall  ye  be 
as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  filver,  and  her  fea- 
thers with  yellpw  gold,  P&L  kviii*  13.  • 

The  blood  of  Jdtis  Chrift  his  Son  cleanfeth  us  from 
ail  Cixx,  f  John  i.  7. 

Hs^ving  bpldneti  to  enter  into  the  Holieft  by  the  blood 
of  Jefus,  Heb  x.  19. 

He  hath  &td,  I  wiH  neves  leave  thee  nor  forfake 
thee.  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and 
forever,  Heb.  xiit.  5,  &• 

He  retwneth  not  bis  aager  for  ever,  becaufe  he  de- 
l^hteth  io  mercy,  Micahvii.  18. 

Though  be  flay  me,  yet  wiU  I  truft  m  him,  Job  xiit.  15* 

In  his  name  fhall  the  Gen^tles  truft,  Mat.  xii.  23. 

Bleiled  are  aU  they  that  put  their  tmft  in  him,  PfaL 
ii.  12. 

He  knoweth  our  frame,  he  remembereth  that  we  arc 
dud,  Pfai.  ciii.  14.  • 

i  lothe  it,  i  would  Hot  Kve  alway,  Job  vii.  i6» 

'We 
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We  knoW}  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabemaS^ 
cle  were  diflblved,  we  have  a  bailding  of  God»  an  hoiifi: 
not  inad^  wirh  hand^,  eternal  tn  the  heatrens*  We  are 
willing  rather  to  be  abfent  from  the  body  and  prefent 
with  the  Lord,  2  Cor.  v.  i,  8. 

For  me  to  live  is  Chriil,  and  to  die  is  gain.  Having 
a  defire  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Chrifti  which  is  fset 
better,  Phil*  i.  21,  23. 

And  now,  Lord,  what  watt  I  for  ^  My  hope  is  m 
thee,  Pfal.  xxxix.  7. 

My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his.     His  left  haUd  is 
Under  my  head,  and  his  right  hand  doth  embrace  mc 
Awake,  O  north  wind,  come,  thou  fouth,  blow  upon 
B^^  my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow  out.    Let 

Jv  my  beloved  come  into  his  garden,  and  eat  his  pleafant 

fruits.  Until  the  day  break  and  the  fliadows  fly  away^ 
make  hade,  my  beloved,  and  be  thou  like  a  roe,  or  a 
young  hart  on  the  mountains  of  fpices,  Cant.  ii.  6, 16^ 
17.  and  iv.  16.  and  viii.  14* 

O  death,  where  is  thy  (ling  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thf 
Tiflory  ^  But  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  tht 
viftory,  thro*  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  1  Cor.  tv*  55,  57. 

The  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fougl^ 
.a  good  fight,  1  have  finifiied  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the 
faith.  Henceforth  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righ* 
teoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge  (hall  give 
me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them 
alio  that  love  his  appearing,  a  Tim.  iv.  6,  7,  8» 

The  day  of  death  is  better  than  the  day  of  one's 
birth,  Eccl.  vii.  1. 

And  God  ihall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  theb*  eyes» 
and  there  (hall  be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow  nor 
crying,  neither  (hall  there  be  any  more  pain  9  for  the 
former  things  are  pafled  away,  Rev«  zti.  4. 

This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  accepta- 
tion, that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  £&• 
ners,  of  whom  I  am  chief,  i  Tim.  i.  15. 

God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  bis  only  begot- 
ten  Soi^  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fiiould  not  pe- 
'  ri(h,  but  have  everlafting  life,  John  iii«  16. 

For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  u$  who  knew  no 

fin; 
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f  n  ;  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufneffi  orCod, 
in  Mm,  2  Cor.  ▼•  2i. 

Taanksbe  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakabfe  gift,  2  Cor. 
ix.  15. 

BlefTed  be  t})e  Lord  God  of  Ifniel,  for  he  hath  vifit- 
ed  and  redeemed  his  people,  and  hath  raifed  up  an  . 
horn  of  falvatton  for  us  in  the  houfe  of  his  fervant 
David,  Luke  i.  68,  69. 

Them* which  fleepin  Jcfus,  will  God  bring  with  him. 
Then  Aall  we  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the 
doads,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air:  And  fo  fhall  we 
ever  be  witl^the  Lord,  i  ThciT.  iv.  14.  17. 

Unto  him  that  lored  us,  and  waflbcd  113  from  bur 

fins -in-  his  own  blood,  Sec.    Worthy  is  *  the  lamb  tha|: 

was  flain  to  receive  power  and  glorjs  Rev.  i. ;.  and  v.  1 2. 

We  know  that  we  have  paflbd  from  death  unto  life* 

becaufrwe  lore  the  brethren,  f  John  iii.  14.    ^ 

I  am  perfuaded^  diat  neitlier  death,  nor  life,  nor 
angeb,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  pre-' 
fent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  heighth,  nor  depth,  nor 
any  other  creature,  (hould  be  able  to  feparate  us  from 
the  love  bf  God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord; 
Rom*  viii.  38,  ^t)* 

I  know  whom  '  I  have  believed,  and  am  perfuaded 
diat  he  is  able  to/keep  that  which  I  have  committed  un- 
to him  againft  that  day,  3  Tim.  u  I2. 

I  count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dun^,  that  I  may  win 
Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own 
rightcoufnefs,  &c.  PhiU  iii.  8,  9. 

Chrift  Jeiu«  who  is  made  unto  us.wifdom,  and  rtgh- 
teoufnefs*  and  fanftification,  and  redemption,  1  Con 


Tt,  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  have  no  coafidenco 
in  the  fleth,  PhlL  iii.  }. 

Givihg  thanks  un^o  the  Father,  which  hatli  made  us 
meet  to  be  partakers  of  the*inherttance  of  the  finnts  in 
light,  Col.  u  12. 

Behold  he  cometh  with  c^puds^  and  every  eje.ihall 
fee  fiim.  Amen.  Even  fo  come,  Lord  Jefus,  Rev.  u 
7>  and  vui.  oo.  •  ' 

Dundee,  cth  Juner74r. 

VoLvl.  C  SOME 
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SOME  EJACULATIONS  6-  DYING  WORDS 

OF  THE  AUTHOR, 


To   MT  WlfB. 

MyDcar> 

MY  diftrefs  calls  me  to  think  of  parting  with  ycu  : 
the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done.  I  thank  you  for 
your  tender  care  of  nie»  may  the  Lordblefs  and  reward 
you  for  it,  and  fanftify  your  own  tendern^fs,  and  fup* 
port  you  under  it.  As  you  have  ftu4ied  to  live  a  life 
of  faith  and  prayer  jU  TOur  days^  fd  1  hope  and  believe 
you  will  continue  to  tne  end.  In  all  your  difficulties 
and  fearsj  encourage  yourfelf  in  the  Lord  your  God : 
Commit  your  ways  to  him  ;  truft  him  that  ia  faithful 
and  true.  I  refign  you,  my  dear,  to  the  HUSBAND 
of  hulbandsj  our  deareft  Lord  Jefus  Chtift. 


To  MT  Childri^n. 


DEAR  Children,  your,  earthly  father  miift  leave 
you,  your  heavenly  Father  is  immortal.    O  !  cleave 
iaft  to  him.    Trifle  not  about  your  fouls  concerns  in 
time  of  health ;  mind  tkcfe  things  as  the  one  thing 
needful ;  this  you  will  not  repent  of  when  you  come 
within  a  near  view  of  death  and  endlefs  eternity. 
O  firs !  pre(s  for  clear  views  of  your  tnterefbin  Chrift, 
tMb  only  furety  and  Saviour  of  finners.    Among  other 
evidences  of  it,  live  by  faith  on  him,  and  ftudyholi- 
nefs  in  heart  and  life.  Dear  children,  think  how  you  will 
be  able  to  ftadd  before  Chrift  your  judge,  at  the  lad  day, 
unlefe  you  have  Chrift's  image  on  you,  'and  be  made 
*new  creatures.     Lord  make,  you  ail  fuch,  and  blefs 
you  widi  his  bed  bleQing  !  My  bkiBng  be  upon  you  all, . 
— ^What  means  Ggd  gave  me,  I  have  befiowed  (hem 
on  yoU|  or  left  them  to  you.-r-Be  kind  and  carcfur  of 
your  mother  while  you  have  her.    And  let  none  of 
you  forgetj  {hat  though  I  go  before  you  to  the  duft, 

•      ,  you 
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you  mull  all  quickly  follow  me.  0#  that  we  may  all 
meet  together  at  the  right  hand  of  our  blefled  Redeem- 
cr»  to  fee  his  face^  ^nd  finghis  praife^  The  time  Is  oear/ 
be  ye  therefore  alfo  ready. 

Now»  my  dear  wife  and  childretti  remember  what  is 
abore^  as  the  words  of  your  affectionate  hufband  and 
loving  father^  who,  being  dead»  yet  hereby  fpeaketh  to 
yon  tor  your  eternal  good  and  happinefs ;  may  they  fink 
deep  into  your  heart :  So  prayeth  . 

joHH  WtLLISON. 
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0  LET  me  fleep  in  Jefus !  I  would  not  lire  always 
in  this  evil  world,  that  has  little  in  it  tempting,  and 
feems  ftiU.  to  grow  wolrfe,  and  where  the  torrent  of  Gn 
and  backfliding  feems  to  grow  ftron|eti 

1  would  defire  to  depart  and  be  with.Chrift,  which  is 
far  better  thah  to  be  herCi  I  am  willing  f  athet*  to  be 
abfenc  from  the  body,  and  prefent  with  the  Lord* 
Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee ;  for  though  my  hearty 
ftrength^  and  ile(h,  fail,  yet  the  Lord  wiQ  be  the  ftrength 
of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  cvef^     • 

Now,  Lord,  what  wait  I  for,  my  hope  is  in  thee,  I 
have  waited  for  thy  falva^ion,  O  Lord. 
,    O  for  Simeon's  frame^  to  be  faying,  **  Lord,  lette(L 
thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  ^ace,  for  mine  eyes  have 
feen  thy  falvation*** 

When  Chrift  fays,  Surely  I  come  quickly ;  may  my 
foul  anfwer.  Even  fo,  come,  Lord  Jefus. 

I  am  living  on  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  yea,  dying 
in  the  Lord.  Even  fo,  corner  I  am  detained  here  upon 
the  (hore,  waiting  fot  a  fair  wind  to  carry  me  oVerth?f 
Jordan.  I  have  wuted,  and  will  wait  for  th)r  falvation, 
O  Lord.  The  Lord  is  a  rock,  and  his  work  is  perfe£l  t 
Lord,  perfeA  what  conccrneth  ,me. 

O  that  I  could  fay  with  Paul,  'fhe  time  of  my  de- 
parture is  at  hand.  I  have*  kept  the  faith,  I  have  run 
my  race,  I  have  iinifhed  my  courfc  \  hehccforrii  is  laid 
up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  righteous 
Lord  will  give  me  at  his  coming. 

C  a  I 
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I  am  vile  and  ^lluted,  Ohow  (hall  I  l>e  clean  red  : 
But  that  is  a  comfortable  promife,  <*  The  blood  of  Je» 
«ius  Chrift  fti8  Soiijr  clcanfeth  us  fro^  all  fin/'  And  fo 
is  that,  **  Though' ye  have  Ken  among  the  pots,  ye  fliall 
be*  as  doves,  whofe  wings  are  covexed-with  filveri  and 
their  feathers  with  yellow  gold-** 

I  i^efolve  to  obey,  to  fubmit  to  the  Lord's  will,  to  die 
like  Mofes  and  Aaron,  the  one  at  the  mount  Hot,  4he 
.^ther  at  tnount  Abarim.    They  went  up  and  died  ihere 
at  the  cemmand  of  the  Lord. 

O  that  when  my'ftrength  ahd  flefli  fail,  God  may  be 
the  ftrength-of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever. 
"When  now  the  keepers  of  the  houfe  do  tremble,  -O 
that  God  may  be  the  keeper  :  when  the  grinders  ceafe, 
hecaufc  they  are' few,  O  that  God.  would  feed  my  foul 
^ith  manna,  that  will  need  none  of  thefe  implements  \ 
*  when  the  daughters  of  mufic  are  brought  low,  O  to  be 
fitted  for  the  heavenly  mufic  above  :  When  tKe  lookers 
out  at  the-  windows  are  darKened,  O  that  my  foul  may 
be  enlightened  to  fee  Jefus  my  Redeemer. 

Lord,  help  the  unbelief  and  infidelity  of  my  heart, 
and  help  to  more  of  the  faith  of  a  rifen  Jefus,  an  af- 
eended  Redeemer.  O  let  me  believe  and  feel  the  fweet- 
ncfs  of  that  word  of  Chrift,  "  I  afccnd  to  my  Father, 
and  to  your  Father,  and  to  your  God  and  my  God." 

O  how  (hall  fuch  an  unholy  creature  as  I  prefume  to 
enter  into  fuch  a  pure  and  holy  place  !  But  the  apcille 
has  taught  us,  we  may  have  boldncfs  to  enter  into  the 
holieft  of  all  by  the  blood'of  Jefus. 

Othat  when  the  time  of  my  laft  combat  comes^with 
my  laft  enemy  death,  I  may  be  helped  above  all  to  take 
ihe  (hield  of  faith,  whereby  I  may  be  relieved  from  the 
fting  of  death,  and  may  qaench  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
wicked  one. 

O  that  I  may  be  helped  to  adore  the  fovereignty  of 
Grod,  kifs  his  rod,  and  humbly  fubmit  to  it.  Save  me 
from  both  extremities :  let  me  never  defpife  the  chaft- 
ening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  wheii  I  am  rebuked  of  him^ 
Now  the  prince  of  darknefswill  ftudy  tp  raife  tem- 
pefl.8  of  temptations  to  fliipwreck  the  poor  weather- 
beaten  veiTel  of  my  foul,  when  it  would  enter  into  the 

harbour 
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harbour  of  reft  above;  may  Chrift^ome  to  be  pilots 
fteer  die  helm|  and  it  Ihall  be  iafe. 

O  for  more  faith !  may  my  faith  ripen  to  a  ftrll  af-« 
£arance».that  I  ma/  go  off  the  fta^e  rejoicing,  and  that. 
aSundafit  entrance  may  be  miniilered  to  me  into  die 
kingdom  of»our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jef us  Chrift. 

O  for  more  faith  !  that  I  may  die  like  Simeon,  when 
he  had  Chrift  in  his  arms,  faying,  '*  Nov  let  thy  fet^ 
vam  depart  in  peace,  mine  eyes  haye  feen  thy  falvation/* 

Lord,  one  fmile  of  thy  countenance  woij^d  banifli  a-^. 
way  all  my  doubts  and  fears,  and  make  me  fing  in  pain. 

18  my  Redeemer  gone  tb  prepare  a  place  for  us ;  why 
.{hould  I  be  fq  flothful  to  follow  his  footfteps,  when  he 
18  £iying,  *'  Come  up  hither  {*  come  up,  dwell  here ; 
come  up,  reign  here ;  come  up,  fing  here. 

O  Lord,  deliver  my/oul  from  death,  mine  eyes  from 
tears,  and  my  feet  from  falling.    O  (ave'me  from  the  « 
horrible  pit,  draw  me  out  of  the  miry  clay,  fet  my  feet 
upon  a  rock,  and  eftablifti  my  goings,  and  put  a  new 
fong  in  my  mouth. 

O  give  grace  to  ftrive  by  faith  and  prayer,  to  enter  in 
at  the  (trait  gate.  Lord,  thou  haft  bid  me  knock,  aiid 
it  (hall  be  opened,  a(k,  and  ye  (hall  find  Lord,  I  knock, 
opea  unto  me  \  I  would  be  in,  I  muft  be  in ;  let  me  but 
in  over  the  threflioQ  ^  let  me  in  within  fight  of  my  Re- 
deemer's face,  within  fight  of  the  fmile^  of  his  coun- 
tenance, let  me  within  hearing  of  the  fangs  of  the  re- 
deemed \  let  me  get  to  the  out  fide  of  that  praifing  com- 
pany \  1  will  be  well  enough  if  I  get  in. 

.  Lord,  in  I  muft  be,  out  I  cannot  ftay ;  O  (hut  me 
^ot  out  with  f wearers,  fabbath-breakers,  and  profane 
perfons :  Lord,  I  never  chufi^d^  their  company  while  in 
this  world }  Lord,  do  not  gather  my  foul  with  finners 
hereafter. 

The  redeemed  are  gathering,  and  the  wicked  are  ga- 
thering \  Lord,  gather  me  with  thy  flock  :-— They  are 
fail  a-gathering;  the  church's  head  is  gone^  he  has 
left  the  earth,  and  entered  into  his  glory ;  my  brethren 
and  friei]^d8>  many  of  them  have  arrived  wher^  he  is  ^  I 
am  yet  behind.  O  how  great  is  the  difference  betwixt 
my  ftate  and  theirs.  I  am^  groaning  out  my  complaint, 
*  they 
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they  are  finginj^KJod's  praife :  I  am  in  darknefs,  and 
cannot  fee  thy  tzzt^  but  they  behold  thee  face  to  face* 
-  O  fiiould  I  be  fatisfied  to  (lay  behii^i  when  my  friends 
are  gone  ?-->  Sh^l  I  wander  here  in  a  hungry  defart, 
when  they  are  triumphing  above  and  dividing  the 
fpoil  i  O  help  me  to  took  after  them  with  a  ftedfaft 
eye,  and  cry,  O  Ix)rd,  how  long  ? 

O  hcavcniv  Father,  draw  me  after  Jefus,  for  none 
xan  come  to  nim  without  thy  aid.  O  Fajther,  draw  me 
up  there  where  he  ia,  and  I  will  mount  up  as  on  eagle's 
wings.  O  dravir  me,  and  when  thou  feemeft  to  fly  from 
me.  Lord  enable  me  to  follow  hard  after  thee. 

Lord  give  me  the  ftaff  of  promife  b  my  hand,  that 
I  may  go  over  Jordan  with  it ;  O  give  |ne  fuch  a  pro- 
mife as  that,  **  When  thou  pafTeft  through  the  watp^ 
I  will  be  with  tl^ee,  and  through  the  rivers,  they  (hall 
not  overflow  thee.  When  thou  walkeft  through  the  fire 
thou  flialt  not  be  burnty  neither  (haJI  the  flame  kindle 
upon  thee.''  . 

Lord,  my  experiences  are  fmall,  my  manifeftationa 
are  few  :  thefe  1  will  not  lean  to  :  yet  I  will  remember 
thee*  from  the  land  of  Jordan,  from  the  Hermonites, 
and  from  the  hill  Mi^ar.  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O 
my  foul,  and  why  difquieted  within  me  !  Hope  thou 
in  God,  for  I  (haU  yet  praife  him^  who  is  the  heahh  of 
my  countenance  and  my  God. ' 

O  thou  who  rememberedft  the  dying  thitf  when  on 
the  way  to  thy  kingdom,  O  remember  me  when  now 
feated  in  thy  kingdom,  and  fay  to  my  foul,  when  I  am 
dying,  ^'  This  day  (halt  thou  be  witti  me  in  paradife.** 

Lord,  I  am  called  to  the  work  I  never  did,  O  give  me 
the  (trength  I  never  had.  O  ftrengthen  me  like  Sam« 
fon  for  this  once  when  at  death,  to  pull  down  the  ftrong 
holds  of  fin  in  me.  Lord,  wafli  away  my  fin^  in  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  and  then  my  foul  (hall  not  fink  in  the 
ocean  of  thy  wrath. 

O  what  is  my  life  but  a  vapour  !  a  (andglafs  of  fix- 
ty  or  feventy  years  !     O  how  fail  does  it  run  down  ! 
How  foon  runs  it  out !     Vain,  vain  is  the  love  of  life ! 
O  give  me  grace  to  overcome  the  love  of  ^life»  and  the  , 
fear  of  death.    O  for  more  patience  and  lefs  fretting. 

If 
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If  the  damned  bad  hope  of  beinj;  fived  from  heU  after 
a  thoufand  years  of  my  pain,  how  wiflingly  would  they 
endure  it.  BleCd  be  God|  my  pains  are  hot  helli  their 
Hate  is  not  mine. 

Lord,  draw  near  to  me,  and  fave  me ;  my  body  is 
fall  of  trouble^  and  my  life  draws  near  to  the  grave. 
Bat,  Lord,  thy  loving  kindnef$  is  better  than  life.  O 
make  thy  loving  kindnefs  fure  to  me,  and  I  will  willing* 
ly  part  with  this  dying  life. 

O  that  I  could  make  all  the  world  fee  che  beaury  of 
Diy  precious  and  adorable  Saviour  I 

Nothing  but  an  intercft;  in  Chrlft  can  give  peace  in 
life,  or  comfort  in  death.  He  is  the  chief  among  tea 
thoufand,  altogether  lovely.  My  body  is  in  part  dead, 
but  I  know  I  cannot  die.etemaliy  while  Jcfu»  lives*  I 
muft  go  down  to  the  grave ;  but  what  is  the  grave  ?— 
It  is  but  a  refining  pot,  iince  my  Saviour  Isy  in  it,  it  is 
but  a  bed  of  rofes.  He  is  the  Ko/e  of  Sbann^  and  the 
Lilly  tf  the  valley • 

It  was  his  free  grace  that  drew  me,  and  made  me 
willing  in  the  day  of  his  power  \  no  defire,  no  merit  in 
me ;  it  was  all  free  and  undeferred. 

0  let  the  chaftifement  of  my  body  be  the  medicine 
of  my  foal,  to  cure  me  of  Gn,  and  bring  me  to  fincerc 
repentance  for  it ;  for  Chrift  was  wounded  for  oar 
tranfgtei&ons,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities  j  the 
chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him. 

'  "Lord,  remember  the  chaftifement  of  Chrift  for  fin, 
aitd  let  my  pains  be  the  chaftifement  of  a  father,  and 
not  the  wounds  of  an  enemy ;  let  Chrift's  fufierings  mi- 
tigate mine. 

1  rejoice  in  -the  profped  of  that  glorious  inheritance 
rcfervcd  fafe.  I  would  not  comfortably  enter  eternity 
any  other  way  but  in  and  through  this  God  man- me. 
diator ;  if  he  was  not  God  as  well  as  man,  I  could  not 
be  fupported  : — but  he  is  God. 

O  tm9  precious  Saviour,  he  is  my  all  in  all,  he  is  my 
all-fufficient  good,  my  portion  and  my  choice  ^  in  him 
my  vaft  defires  are  fulfilled,  and  all  my  powers  rejoice, 
I  am  travelling  through  a  wildernefs  to  a  city  of  habi- 
tation,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God. 

Odclighiful 
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O  (Idightful  tliooght !  that  I|  who  was  going  on  jq 
fm,  Aiould  be  plucked  as  a  brand  out  of  the  burning. 

0  bow  will  they  lie  on  a  .death*bed,  that  have  nothing 
but  their  works  to  fly  to ;  with  only  this  to  depend  on, 

1  (hottid  be-the  moft  miferable  of  an  creami^s;  but  tl^ 
long  white  robe  of  roy  Rcdeemer'snghteoufnefs^is  aJI 
my  defire.    They  arc  truly  ble^ed,  they  alone  are  hap- 
py,  who  srre  enabled  to  exult  in  the  garment  of  celeftial 
glory*  which  never  waxeth  old,  in  the  illuftrious  robes 
of  a  SavioHi^s  confummate  righteoufnefs,  which  ar^  in<p* 
corruptible  and  immortal.    This  is  a  robe  which  hides 
every  fm,  of  thpughti  word,  or  deed,  that  I  have  com- 
mitted.   O  how  unfpeakably  happy  are  they  who  are 
juftified  by  this  altpejrfe£i  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord  - 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  who  therein  can  .cohftantly  triumph 
and  glory. 

Lord,  I  live  upon  Chrift,  I  live  upon  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  I  live  upon  his  blood  and  merits  \  yea,  I  die  alfo, 
leaning  wholly  upon  this  bottom/  It  is  not  pad  expe«  / 
ribnces  or  manifeftations  I  depend  upon  \  it  is  Chrift,  a 
prefent  all-fufficient  Saviouf,  and  perffedl  righteoufnefs 
in  him  I  look  to.  All  my  attainments  are  but  lofs  and 
dung  befides  him. 

When  I  find  myfelf  polluted,  I  go  to  tl^is  fountain 
tor  deanfing.  Lord  give  me  delight  in  approaching  to 
thee  ;-^dcHght  to  be  at  a  throne  of  grace.  0  that  I 
could  make  my  bed  therej  lie  and  die  there. « 

The  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffers  violence,  and  the  vi(v 
lent  take  it  by  force.  O  for  ftrength  to  offer  a  holy 
violence  by  faith  and  prayer. 


THE 


AFFLIGTED  MAN'S  COMPANION : 

OH,  A 

i>  Ire  c  r  o  jt  r 

jnr  srcM:^£S8  om  orsEMifriSM.  ^ 


THE  IJJtRODUCTION. 

|L|AN,   #bcn  he  firft  4^<Hppe4  fto»  fai»  MaWs 

'^^'^     hasda,  was  a  holjr  and  iniiocent  dreaturCf  pure 

from  fin,  %xki  con&qmepkly  firee  from  fickwi^  %M%xq^^ 

ble^  enjoying  anintcrrupted  health  and  proffitritj  both  .• 

W  body  and  fool.    But  no  foOnet  was  be  tainted,  with  . 

fills  hut  Jie  became  tiable  to  dL  forts  of  mfeftcf  ^  Um|ia- 

raly  fpiritual^  and  etertial ;  his  foul  being  the  f  clideti^  of 

bis  fins  and  Iu(ls>  his  body  turned  the  receptacle  of  fick- 

ae&  iskA  dileafe»«   And  ledog  Gbd't  owtt  dtttldr«iLbavie 

&s  relics  of  fin  and  corruption  in  them  while  in  this 

World,  they  aire  not  to  cxpeA  etemption  from  fuch  af- 

tt&iqna ;  md  the  infinttdy  wife  6od  fees  mecf  b  make 

ttfe  of  bodily  dtftempcrs  to  corf e&  t&e  corhiptMnitt  and 

try  the  graces,  of  his  people,  and  to  prooiote  bot^  their 

fptritual  and  eternal  advantage.  Hence  it  is  faid  of  Laza^ 

vtis,  Jdbn  zi:  3*  ^  MboM,  be  whom  ckou  kivtft  is  ride.** 

Hcwa»beiovedt4ndyetfi«k.  It  is.  fio  rate  thing  fur  die 

deareft  of  Qod'a feints  to  be piicio  chaoer like ctJMfi 

and  mourn  like  doves,  by  reafon  of  fore  fickneft,  as  He« 

teklah  did,  Ifa.  xxxviii.   14.    San(fiified  and  healthy 

fouls  may  be  matched  with  weak  and  fickly'bodies,  as 

was  Giiias,  3  JohA  2.     Notwithftanding  the  cafe  is 

fometfalies  moft  trying  and  eaercifingto  the  bed  of  God's 

people,  and  they  are  never  more  ready  to  queftion  God's 

love,  or  quarrel  with  hi^  Providence^  than  under  heavy 

Vol.  I.  .0  fickncls 
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fickncfs  and  bodily  diftrefa.  It  is  therefore  highly  the 
cdncetnment  o(  all,  whether  families  or  private  perfons^ 
to  enquire  how  they  ought  to  behave  under  or  after  af- 
fli£iing  ficknefs ;  and  how  they  Oi^Q  provide  for  tuch 
an  eyiJ  time  before  it  come.  Ahd|  for  the  help  of  all 
that  defire  inftrudion  in  this  majter^  I  have  written  the 
following  Diredory,  which,  for  mediod's  iake^  I  {bail 
divide  into  feveral  chapters. 

I.  I  ihall  give  fbme  general  dlre&ions  to  all  familiet 
and  perfons  vifited  with  fickneb  and  afflidion. 

!!•  Some  particular  dire£iions  to  thofe  who  are  ibaip/f 
affliAed  with  (ore  ficknefs  and  long  trouble. 

UL  DireAions  to  the  children  of  God  under  Gckneft. 

IV.  Dtreftions  to  unregeaerate  perfons  under  fidmefi. 

V.  IXre£Hpiis  to  the  people  of  God^  when  teco^red 
from  fickoeft* 

VL  Dire^ons  to  unren^ed  perfons  recovered  from 
ficknefs* 

VII.  Dire£Uons  to  thofe  fick  perfons  who  aie  appa- 
rently in  a  dying  condition. 

VUL  DireAions  to  the  relations}  acquaintances,  and 
neighbours  of  the  fick,  who  are  themfelves  in  health 
,  £or  the  time. 

'  N.  B.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  what  Ifay  to  thofe 
vifited  with  ficknefs,  is  likewife  applicable  to  aU  other 
affliAed  perfonsi  whatorer  tbdriiUlrefs  be* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    L 

Containing^  General  DireHions  to  all  Families 
and  Per/oni  vipted  witbjicknefs. 

DiRBCt- 1»  Diligently  enquire  into  the  Ends  and  De« 
figns  for  which  ufiially  God  (ends  fickneis  and  afflic- 
tion upon  perfons* 

AN  infinitely  holy  and  gracious  God  hath  various  and 
wife  ends  in  affifting  die  children  of  men»  whe^ 
ther  they  be  converted  or  unconverted ;  which  ought  to 
be  ddj  cpofidered  by  aU,  and  efpecially  by  thofe  who 
ve  Tinted  b^  ficknefs ;  fome  whereof  I  fliall  inftance. 

I.  God  vifits  with  ficfaieffli  to  caufe  cardefs  finners 
bethink  themfelves  concerning  dieir  fouls  eftate  and 
condition,  who  perhaps  had  never  a  ferious  thought  a« 
boot  it  beifofe.  There  are  many,  who,  when  in  health . 
and  (Irength,  are  fo  intent  upon  the  pleafurcs*  and  pro* 
fits  of  the  world,  that  they  mind  nothing  elfe  (  all  the  , 
iTimings,  eshortations,  and  connfels  of  miniftets,  teach- 
ers, and  friends,  are  loft  upon  them  \  they  cannot  en.* 
dure  to  entertain  a  thought  of  God,  of  the  foul,  of  death, 
of  heaven,  of  bell,  or  of  judgment  to  come  ;*till  God 
doth  caft  them  into  fome  ficknefs  or  bodily  diftref9>  and 
then  fometimes  they  begin,  with  the  prodigal,  to  come 
to  themfehres,  and  bethink  themfelves  concerning  their 
fouls  and  a  future;  life.  Now,  this  is  God's  defign, 
I  Kings  viii.  47*  **  If  they  bethink  tKerofelves  in  the 
land  whither  tney  are  carried.captives,  and  repent,"  8cc» 
By  fickneifs,  God  gives  a  man,  that  before  was  wholly 
drrerted  from  foul-matters,  by  bufinefs,  company,  and 
pkafures,  o^afion  to  bethink  himfelf*  The  man  is 
now  oonfined  to  his  chamber,  is  deprived  of  his  former 
company  and  diverfions,  and  fo  gets  time  and  leiCure  to 
(Qomujie  with  his  own  heart,  and  reflect  on  his  former 
U^  wayS| 
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vnj$p  and  to  hear  what  confcience  fpeaks  conccmipg  a 
judgment  day,  ai;id  a  wortd  to  come,  and  the  need  <rf'^ 
Saviour.  And  fo,  bj  the  bleiBng  of  God  upon  fiidi  af- 
fli^UonSy  not  a  few  nate  heffon  their  firft  acquamtance 
with  God  and  Chrift^^and  leripos  religion.  Nay,  the 
furnace  is  ChriftS  ufual  work-houfe,  where  he  has  fernw 
od  the  Rieft  fxcdlent  veOels  of  honour  aadpniiEi,  Ifa« 
xWiii.  iQ<  'M  have  dbpfen  thee  in  the  furnace  of  af» 
fli£iion.'*  Manaflah,  th^  Prodigal|  Paul,  anul  the  Jailor^ 
wcr^  all  cbo{en' there. 

IL  God  ri£ts  us  with  ficknefsi  in  order  to  inftruA 
9nd  teach  tts  thofe  ^ngs  we  know  not,  Pfal.  xcvi*  ta. 
It  was  a  faying  of  Luther»  *'  Schola  crucis  eft  fcholla 
lucis.*'  And  indeed  the  fchool  of  afflidion  is  the  place 
where  mairf  cf  Zion'^  fcholara  hav.e  made  good  pro6- 
^tency  in  fpiritual  and  ipzperiinental  knowledge*  Ni»w« 
^re  are  feveral  rcmatkahl^  leflcns  which  God  would 
teach  us  by  the  cod. 

f .  The  knowledge  of  God.  h  is  faid  of  Manafleh, 
^Chron.  xzxiii.  ti,  13*  **  When  he  was  iMroughr  to 
a0i£tioa/'  fcc.  **  then  Manafleh  knew  that  the  Lord 
lie  was  God/'  Though  Mana£Ui  w^s  well  educated, 
and  early  taught  the  knowledge  of  pod  j  yet,  till  now, 
Ke  knew  not  the  liord  :-^But  now  he  |:new  him  in  hia 
power  and  greatpefsi  hie  holtnefa  and  hatred  of  Ga  s 
now  he  knew  God  in  his  goodneis  and  mercy,  and 
wondered  that  he  had  kept  nun  fo  hmg  out  of  hdl. 

a.  Another  leflbn  is  the  knowledge  of  ourfeWes.  In 
time  of  health  and  proljpciitv,  we  are  apt  to  forget  ouiw 
lelves,  and  our  mortality  :  but  fiokoefs  caufeth  us  c» 
know  that  we  are  but  men,  and  fiatl  men,  PfaL  iz.  ao. 
that  God  hath  an  abfolnte  foveveignty  oyer  us,  and  cao 
as  eafily  crufli  us  as  we  do  a  moth'. 

3.  He  teacheth  us  the  cmptinefs  of  the  world.  Hmv 
iiain  a  help  is  that,  which  fistb  a  man  in  the  time  of  his 
greateft  need !  And  oftentimes  we  fee,  that  worldly 
means  and  friends  can  ndther  give  die  kaft  cafe  to  the 
bo^s,  nor  comfoiit  to  the  fouls  of  pecfeAs  uader  fidk« 
nets  and  diftrdiB. 

4.  Another  leffon  is  the  great  evil  ef  Cn,  which  is 
die  cauiib  of  aU  fidmeli  and  difeafts  whatfoever ,  i  C^. 
*  '  '  ^  ■  '        "xi. 


S^irMmu  iA  Fmnliti  ami  P^rs^u  under  Sichifi^    3, 

^  30»  ^'  For  this  caoficmany  are  weak  and  fickly  &• 
matkg  you/'  Ah  !  what  a  root  9f  bittemefs  muft  that 
hCf  which  brings  forth  fuch  bitter  fruit ! 

5,  He  fiieweth  us  the  precioufnefs  and  excellency  of 
Chrift  and  his  piomifes;  which  only  can  enable  a  ChriCii^ 
tian  to  rejoice  in  tribulation^  and  be  eafy  under  the 
greateft  pains  and  difeafes.  There  are  many  who  are 
indifierent  about  Chrift  in  tinie  of  health,  that  when 
£ckiieft  comes,  do  change  their  note,  and  cry,  O  for  an 
intereft  in  Chrift  above  ail  things  !  .  -       x 

in.  God  fends  fuch  trials  and  diftrefles,  in  order  to 
morrify  and  Ull  fin  in  us,  I(a.  xx?i.  9.  **  By  this  <haU 
di^  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruiit 
to  take  away  his  fin."  And^^indeed,  ficknefs  and  afflic- 
tion,  through  ^e  blefiing  of  God,  hath  a  native  tenden* 
CT  to  weaken  and  fubdue  our  pievaiiing  fins  and  lufts. 
O  man,,  is  thy  heart  turned  hard^  fo  as  thou  art  not  fen* 
£Ue  of  thy  own  fins,  or  of  others  fufiinriogs  ?  God 
&es  meet  to  try  the  fire  of  affli^ion,  to  fee  if  it  wiU 
melt  thy  frozen  heart.  Haft  thou  undervalued  healdi^ 
and  fl^hted  thy  mercies  i  Now  God  removes  thena 
from  t&e,  that,  by  the  want  of  them,  thou  mayeft  know 
die  wofth  of  them.  Art  thou  turned  proud  and  felf- 
conceited  ?  God  fends  dxee  a  thorn  in  die  flefli,  t» 
pock  the  fwoln  Madder  of  f^ride,  that  thou  mayeft  not 
be  puffed  up  above  meafure  s  God  lays  thee  v  low  upon- 
|hy  bed,  that  thou  mayeft  be  lowly  in  thy  heart.  Ooth^ 
love  Sot  the  world  prevjul  in  thee  ?  God  (ends- afflic- 
tion to  difcover-iu  emptinefs,  and  wean  thee  from  it* 
Art  thou  hllen  fecure,  dead,  and  formal  ^  God  fends 
•iiB£lion  ti^  awajce  tbee^^  that  thou  mayeft  not  fleep  the 
ileepof  dea^' 

IV«  God  fends  Gcknefe,  to  awaken  in  us  the  fptrtt  of 
prayer  and  fupplication,  and  make  us  mote  eameft  and 
smpoitiinate  in  our  addrefies  to  the  throne  of  grace. 
There  is  a  great  difference  betwlsttour  prayers  in  hejilth 
and  in  Gckneft,  betwixt  our  humHtations  in  profperity 
and  in  adverfity.  In  profperity  we  pray  heavily  and 
drowfily,  but  adverfity  adds  wit^4  to  our  defirts,  Ifa. 
xxvi.  i6«  ^  Lord,  in  trouble  have  they  vifited  thee, 
Ibey  poured  out  a  prayer  when  thy  cbaftenmg  was  up- 
on 
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oo  them."  Though  they  were  backward  enougb  ta 
pray  before,  yet  diey  pour  it  out  mod  freely  no^^ir. 
The  very  hesuhen  mariners  cried  loud  to  God  in  m 
ftorm*.  What  a  famous  prayer  'did  Manafleh  make,^ 
when  he  was  under  his  fetters !  We  find  it  thrice 
mentioned^  a  Chron*  xxxiiL  13,  18,  19.  And  tfif? 
Toice  of  a  fervent  prayer  16  what  the  jLord  defires  to 
hear. 

V»  Another  end  is,  to  loofe  out. hearts  from  thing^s 
of  this  world,  and  caufe  us  look  to  and  long  for  heaTca. 
When  we  enjoy  health  and  cafe  in  this  world,  we  wrc 
-apt  to  fay  with  Peter  on  the  naount,   *'  It  is  good  for 
us  to  be  here ;"  but,  when  diftrefs  cometh,  God's  peo« 
pie  will  ^urn  their  tongue,  and  fay,  with  the  Pfalmift^ 
Pfal.  IxxtU.  27.   **  It  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  t9 
God.**    When  things  here  go  welf  with  us,  we  ate  apt 
to  think  ourfelres  at  home ;  but,  when  trouble  arifeihy 
we  begin  to  fay,  *^  Arife,  let  us  depart,  this  is  not  our 
reft."    Though  heaven  was  much  out  of  fight,  and  oat 
of  mind  before ;  yet,  when  afR Aing  ficknefo  comes,  the 
poor  believer  will  figh,  and  fay  with  David,  PfaL  Iv.  6* 
**.0  that  I  bad  wings  like  a  dove  I  for  then  would  I 
fly  away  and  be  at  reft ;  I  would  haften  my  efcape  from 
the  windy  temped.*' 

VL  God  defigns  to » make  the  world  bitter,  and 
Chrift  fweet  to  us.  By  fuch  affliction,  he  lets  men  fee 
that  the  world  is  nothing  but  vanity  and  vexation  of 
fptrit ;  tliat  riches  avail  not  in  the  day  of  wrath ;  then 
it  is  they  m^iy  fee  the  infufficiency  of  the  world  to  re^ 
lieve  them,  tnat,  as  one  faith,  *^  A  velvet  flif^r  cannot 
cure  the  gout,  a  golden  cap  cannot  drive  away  the  head- 
ache, nor  a  bed  of  down  give  eafe  in  a  fever."  And 
as  the  world  turns  bitter,  fo  Chrift  grows  fweet  to  the 
believer.  In  time  of  eafe  and  health,  Chrift  is  often  ve** 
ry  much  neglected  and  forgot.  As  the  difciples,  while 
the  fea  was  calm,  faSered  Chrift  to  fleep  with  tfae'm  in 
the*  Ibip,  thinking  they  might  make  their  voyage  well 
enough  without  his  help;  but  when  they^  were  ready  to 
be  drowned,  then  they  faw  their  need  ot  Chrift,  they  a* 
waked  him,  crying,  *<  Mafter,  fave  us,  or  elfe  we  periftiJ* 
So  the  beft  of  faints,  when  all  iis  cafy  about  them»  are 

prone 
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prone  to  fuflfer  Cfarift  to  fleep  within  them,  and  fo  CO 
negled  the  lively  afilngs  of  faith  in  Chrift  -»  but  when 
line  ftorm  of  afflidion  begins  to  arife,  and  they  are  readf 
CO  be  OTerwhelmed  with  diftrefs,  then  they  cry»  "  None 
but  Chrift,  none  but  Chrift-^ 

VII.  God  tryfts  with  ficknefs  and  diftreis,  in  order 
both  to  prove  and  improve  his  people^s  graces,  Deut.  vtii« 
a.  Rev.  ii.  la  Grace  is  hereby  both  tried  and  ftrength* 
ened*  i«  Such  affliAtons  do  prove  both  the  truth  and 
Rrength  of  our  graces,  as  they  ferve  to  try  if  we  lov^ 
God  for  himfelf,  if  we  can  endure  to  hold  out  In  ferv- 
ing  him,  wanting  and  depending  upon  him,  notwith- 
ftandingcf  difcouragements.  That  faith  will  fufficQ^for 
a  litde  affliAion,  that  will  not  fuffice  for  a  great  one^ 
Peter  had  faith  enough  to  come  upon  the  fea  at  Clirift*8 
call ;  but,  as  foon  as  the  waves  began  to  fwell,  his  faith 
began  to  fail,  and  his  feet  to  fink,  till  Chrift  mercifuUy 
caught  hold  of  him,  faying,  .*'  O  thou  of  little  faith, 
wherefore  didft  thou  doubt  >**  Mat.  xiv*  3  u  Little  did 
Peter  think  his  faith  was  fo  weak  till  now. 

2.  They  tend  to  improve  our  graces  alfo,  by  quick* 
ening  and  ftrengtbening  them.  They  fcnre  as  a  whet- 
fione  to  fliarpen  faith,  fo  as  the  foul  is  made  to  re- 
nounce  earthly  (belters,  and  to  clafp  about  God,  in 
Chrift,  as  its  only  refuge  and  portion.  They  excite  to 
repentance  and  lerious  mourning  for  fin  i  for,  iiLe  the 
winter  frofts  and  fnows,  thev  make  the  fallow  ground  of 
our  hearts  more  tender*.  They  prompt  us  to  heavenly 
mindednels,  felf-denial,  and  patient  waiting  on  God. 
Tea,  the  experience  of  God's  people  can  atteft  it,  that 
^lace  is  never  more  lively  than  under  affli^Uon.  David 
never  found  bimfelf  better,  as  to  his  fpiritual  ftate,  than 
when  he  was  perfecuted  and  hunted  as  a  partridge  on 
the  mountains  $  and  hence  he  fays,  Pfal.  ctix.  17.  *<  It 
is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  affliAed.*' 

Yin.  God's  aim  is,  to  awake  us  to  redeem  time,  to 
prepare  for  flitting,  and  clear  up  our  evidences  for  hea» 
vcn.  In  time  of  health,  we  are  apt  to  trifle  away  time, 
loiter  in  out  journey,  and  forget  that  we  are  pilgrims 
on  the  earth ;  wherefore  God  fends  ficknefs  as  his  mef- 
feopr  to  mind  us  hereof. 

Now 


Now  it  highly  concerns  us,  when  ficknefii  attacks  u^ 
to  confider  and  meditate  upon  thofe  enda  fer  ^trhith 
God  brings  on  diftrcfs,  and  pray  earneftly  that  tli^ 
may  be  accompliOied  in  as ;  and  fo  our  Bdoiels  fiiail 
not  be  unto  deathi  (rpititual  or  eternal)  but  to  die  glcrrf 
of  God^  and  the  good  of  our  Ibub. 


Direct.  II.    Let  all  who  are  vifited  with  ficlneft  and 
diftrefsi  fearch  for  the  Achan  in  the  camp^  and  en- 
quire diligently  what  is  the  ground  and  caufc  o£ 
.   God's  controverfy  with  thenu  • 

IT  hath  been  the  praflice  of  Xk^s  people,  in  fcripk 
ture-ttfnes,  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  and  meaning  of 
God'f  rods  which  have  been  laid  upon  them.  So  Oarid, 
7,  Sam.  xxi.  When  the  land  of  Ifrael  was  three  years 
under  the  ftroice  of  famine,  he  enquired  into  the  mean^ 
ing  of  it. .  So  Job  is  exceedingly  dcfirous  to  know  why 
God  fct  him  up  as  a  mark  for  nis  arrows,  Job  vii.  20* 
And  hence  it  is  th?t  he  makes  that  petition,  Job  x.  2* 
which  is  mo{{  fnitable  for  every  man  in  diftrds,  **  Shew 
me  wherefore  thou  contended  with  me" 

I  gtapt,  indeeds  that  God  fometimes  viCts  his  people 
with  affli^on,  fdr  the  trial  and  exercife  of  their  gracc^ 
and  for  their  fptritual  inftrud:ion,  mote  ttian  lor  the 
correction  of  their  (in.  But,  fin  "being  the  original 
and  foundation  of  all  affli&bn,  it  is  fafeft,  when  it  is  our 
own  cafe,  and  mod  acceptable  to  God,  to  look  on  fin 
as  the  procuring  caufe.  Or,  if  our  -  fins  have  not  im* 
mediately  procured  the  prefent  afflidion,  yet  the  beftof 
God's  children  muftown,  that  they  haye  at  leaft  deferred 
it.  We  fee  the  fin  of  the  Cornithians  is  mentioned  as 
the  caufe  of  their  ficknefe,  1  Cor.  xi.  30.  **  For  this  caufe 
many  are  weak  andUckty  among  you."  The  Pfalmift 
concludes  the  very  fame  thing,  Pf.  cvii.  17,  18.  **  ¥oo\% 
becaufe  of  their  tranfgreffions  ajid  their  iniquities,  are  af- 
diAed}  their  foul  abfaorrcth  all  manner  of  meat, and  they 
draw  nigh  unto  the  gates  of  death."    But  ordinarily  by 

fickneft 


^treShom  to  FkmiXer  tmi  BsrMii  uniet  8idatitf»     ^ 

fipkneft  tl|e  Lord  points  at  fqme  one  fin  in  tii  more 
than  asod^er ;  iome  Jonah  iil  tW  (hip  diat  hath  raifed 
tbe  ftomi,  which  the  Lord  would  hare  os  to  fe&rch  oUt^ 
ttod  diiMwr  over-board  !i;rithoiit  delay. 

'^^  ftuc  how  (hall  we  difcover  and  find  out  the  pat^ 
tieular  fin>  fisr  which  God-  aflids  ns  with  ficknefd  and 
diibefa? 

Af^.   I.  Stttiif  th^  Lord^s  word,  and  fhe  chaftife^ 
taienta  duMre  reeordedi  which  he  hatii  inllided  upon 
people  for  their  fins ;  a^d  enquite  if  you  be  guilty  of  - 
^e  like!     Obfenre  what  hath  been  God's  mind  to  his 

Kopie,  and  what  fin  he  hath  pointed  out  to  ^m  wKeA 
ey  have  been  brought  under  fuch  a  rod,  arid  fe  you 
inay  learn  fits  mind  to  you^  Rom;  »r«  4*    ^  For  what-, 
,  foever  things  were  ^trritten  afbreliaiei  were  wticten  fof 
kmr  learning.^ 

a.  Confi'der  what  is  the  fin  ilkrhieK  conicierice  dotll 

inoft^of  all  Scimle  thee  fpr,  in  thy  moft  ferious  indto* 

^ry  hours.    Confcienbe  is  God's  deputy,  and  thy  bo^ 

fom* monitor^  whofe  Voice  perhaps  thou  haft  litHe  re* 

garded  in  th^  day  of  thy  health  \  wherefore  God  hSitti 

6&t  a  (karpeSr  me&nger  to  fecoiKi  the  voice  of'confci* 

cnce.    Hear  m^  the  voice  of  th<5  rodT,  for  it  is  the  fame 

yidi  th<i  voice  of  cofifcfence.    In  the  Aij  of  profperity^ 

Carnal  promts  aiid  pleaTur^  tiiade  fuch  a  noife,  that  the 

Voice  of  t:oatciehce  could  hot  he  heard  $  whereford  God      £« 

hath  iKToii^t  on  thee  the  fflent  night  of  adverfity^  that 

tes  deputy  may  obtaih  audience.    Weil  theti,  giVe  ear  i 

What  faith  confcience  wm  i  may  you  not  hear  It  fayi 

ing,  as  Iteuben  t0  his  brethren  in  diftrefs,  fpalce-I  not 

to  you  ki  the  day  of  tteakh,  do  not  commit  nidi  a  fin^ 

snd  do  not  delay  repenting  forfuch  a  fin,  but  you  would 

tot  hear  ? '  O  man,  1^  c^nfcieiice  get  a  hearing  at  lai$ 

B6  it  got  with  ttie  Patriarchs Vhen  tihey  ilirere  Urought  to 

dtftnCs  fh  £gf  pt,  and  made  them  confef^  their  fins  ill 

felUag'  of  J6fcf>h,   C^en-  lUi*  ti.    *^  We  are  verily 

gttiky  concerning  our  brother,  in  that  tre  faw  the  an-  r 

gisfti  of  his  (bui;  when  he  befought  us,  and  we  would 

tiot  hear  him  :  therefote  is  this  diftrefs  come  upon  us.^ 

3.  Coafider  what.are  thofe  evils  that  others  have  ob^ 

fcrved  in  youj  whetner  thgf  be  friends  or  foes  \  h^ar*^- 

Vol.  Ii  .  EV  ken 
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ken  to  what  a  Chriftian  friend  noticeth  in  you,  either 
when  fpeaking  to  you,  or  to  others  about  yon,  **  Let 
the  righteous  fmite  mei''  faith  Dartdf  ''  and  it  fliall  be 
a  kindnefs.**  Tea,  do  tiot  difregard  what  «Yen  enemies 
fay  of  you :  as  David  got  good  by  the  malicious  re« 
proaches  of  Shimei,  in  the  day  of  his  affliflion,  (o  may 
^  you  in  the  time  of  diftrefs ;  for  fometicnes  malice  itfelf 
will  fpeak  truth.  Enemies  are  (hatp-fighted  to  fpy  cot 
our  ftultSy  and  fo  mtty,  through  the  dmne  bleffing,  prove 
monitors  to  us,  both  with  refpe^  to  fin  and  duty* 

4.  Confider  the  nature  and  citcumftances  of  toy  dii^ 
trefs.  Oft  times  the  afflifiibn  is  fo  fuitahle  to  the  tran& 
greffion,  that  we  may  clearly  read  our  fin  written  on 
the  forehead  of  our  puniQiment,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Ado- 
nibezek^  and  many  others^  And  alfo  you  may  be  help- 
ed to  find  it  out  by  the  Lord's  timing  of  the  rod  to  you  $ 
was  it  fent  when  ybu  was  uiider  much  formality  in  du- 
tff,  or  when  you  was  eagerly  purfuing  the  things  of  the 
world  \  or  when  you  was  under  the  power  of  fome 
prevailing  luft  or  other  ?  then  the  rod  comes  to  reprove 
j0U|  and  awake  you  to  fee  the  evil  thereof. 

5.  Confider  what  is  the  fin  that  hath  l)een  formerly 
moft  aflfirighting  to  thy  thoughtSt  and  perplexing  to  thy  ^ 
confciencCi  when  thou  haft  been  in  the  immediate  view 
of  death  and  a  tribunal.  It  is  very  likely  (if  thou  haft 
not^truly  repented  of  it)  that  is  the  fin  whiph  God  now 
intends  to  awake  thee  to  fee  the  evil  o^  that  thou  mv[^ 
eft  fincerely  mourn  for  and  turn  from  it|  looking  to  God 
in  Chrifti  for  pardon  and  mercy. 

ObjeH.  '<  Ah  I  (Caith  one)  it  is  my  Tot  to  lie  under  a 
dumb  and  filent  rod»  I  do  not  uftdemand  its  langoaget 
I  cannot  hear  its  voice,  I  cannot  find  out  the  fin  that  is 
pointed  at  by  it  $  what  courfethall  I  take  ? 

Anf,  I.  Be  deeply  humbled  under  this  trial,  and  b&> 
wail  thy  cafe  before  the  Lord  \  for  it  very  much  aggni* 
▼ates  the  affli£lion  td  Qod's  people,  w^en  they  know 
not  the  language  of  it  \  h^ce  was  it  that  Job  lamented  . 
fb  heavily,  that  his  way  was  hid,  anfi  be  knew  not' the 
teafon  of  God's  contending  with  him,  Jcb  iii.  23« 

2-  A  believer^s  caf(?  may  be  fometimes  fo  dark,  that 
it  requires  a  good  deal  of  qp'mtual  art  and  wifdom  to  e* 
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mble  him  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  rod»  and  underft  vid 
h»  languaffe.    Hence  it  is  faid|  **  He  is  a  man  of  wif- 
dom  that  feeth  God's  name  upon  it,"  Mic  Yi.  p.    Now^ 
this  >iHfdoixi  muft  only  come  from  above  :  Therefojreji 
3*  Go  to  God,  and  earnefUy  beg  for  this  wifdom, 
that  you  may  know  his  mind,  and  the  meaning  of  the 
rod.     Do  asRebekah,  when  the  children,  ftruggled  in  - 
her  womb ;  fiie  went  to  enquire  of  the  Lord,  fayihgi 
M  Why  am  I  thus  i^  Gen.  xxxw.  22.    Cry  to  God  to- 
^▼e  you  hia  Spirit  to  teach  and  enlighten  you  to  fee  fin 
in  its  cvil»  and  the  particular-  evils  you  .are  guilty  of. 
This  was  Job's  courfe  in  his  a0i£tion ;  **  Shew  me,'* 
fays  he»  <*'  wherefore  tliou  contended  with  me.    That 
wmch  I  fee  not  teach  thou  me.    Mt^  me  to  know  my 
tnnfgref&oa  and  my  fin."    There  is  no  bietter  w^y  for 
a  priuH^er  to  know  the  reafon  of  his  confinement  than  v 
to  afl&  the  magiftrate  that  committed  him.     God  is  a  . 
wife  agentj  and  can  giye  the  beft  account  of  h^s,  9wn 
a£Uons. 

4.  If  thou  canft  not  find  out  the  particular  fin  for 

which  God  affli^s  thee,  then  labour  to  repent  of  every 

known  fio,  ^nd  cry  for  pardon  of  every  unknojiim  and 

forgotten  fin  alfo.    D.o  that  but  of  wifdom,  which  He- 

lod  did  out  of  malice }  who,  becaufe  he  could  not  find 

^f  the  babe  Jefus,  killed  all  the  children  of  Bethlehem, 

that  he  might  be  fore  to  kill  Jefus  among  them.    Let 

.us  £eek  the  utter  ruin  and  deam  of  all  our  fins,  that  we 

may  be  fure  to  dcftrqy  ths^t  fin  for.  which  God  aiHi£bs  us. 

5*  Sti^dy  to  CKercife  a  ftrong  faith,  and  a  humble 

fubmiffion,  while  God  keeps  vqu  under  the  filenjL  rod.  ^./  < 

Believe  firmly  that  Guil  is  mou  juCt,  though  yon  know  «    ,. 

not  for  what  he  contends.    And,  however  Jong  he 

thinks  fit  to  make  you  walk  in. die  dark,  refplve  hum* 

hly  to  wait  on  him,, and  commit  yourfelf  to  him,  who 

Ns  many  times  guided  the  blind  in  the  way  they  knew 

not,   ■ '       . 

.  T^  \  DIRECT. 
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|)i\iECT.  nt.  When  any  fit  of  Sicknefs  attacks  youj 
think  r^riottfly  spoil  DaaUh  and  make  diligent  pre* 
pi^rations  for  it. 

I  DO  Mot  th6^tL  tbstt  itiythiti  ilfay  4tl^  O^  work 
6t  pf epatatioti  ^or  deatb^  till  bekmf9  eofritth :  ]^o,  ri0  9 
jhis  (honkt  be  the  grifrat  ^d  oi^tdldnt;  bufiheft  6f  eretf 
inzn  tii  the  eime  o?  his  health  afxl  Ri>et]gtJk.  Bttt  fick- 
ittCi  wtti  dlfeafe»  b^ih);  the  hfttbifiger^  bf  ftath^  titi 
meffi^girs  fent  {rom  Ckxl  to  Mrzta  tfs  df  its  tc^mttg  1 
erery  inan  is  thereby  eatled  to  rM6#  the  irbrk  of  pro- 
^ring  for  d^th  Hrhh  M  eam^fttteft  and  at/pttc^ttam^ 
Cjod^s  ybic<^  trf  erery  fit  Of  fiekfieft  is  tlM  ih  DOttt. 
itui.  i^.  <*  Q  that  they  were  wife*  that  they  tttid6«i^ 
fiood  this»  that  they  \roiild  cofkfider  fbetr  htier  tni  !** 
God  knows  bur  lolly^  arftd  readineft  to  fitfrget  this  gteiH 
%ox]^in  the  day  of  health  i  and  therefore  in  hh  merc^ 
he  fends  ficknefs  and  aflli^ion,  to  teach  us  fo  Uf  tiutn- 
hcf  our  days,  that  we  may  «pplf  otir  hearts  t^  thii  piece 
df  hearenly  wifiiomi  of  ihaUng  prepinration  for  death. 

Aftd  her^  I  iha!l  dtop>  i.  &>me  motives  to  piefs  ift 
2.  Adf  tees  for  the  doidg  it  tight; 
^'  i.  Fdr  motives,  cdnfider  tfaefe  dimgs : 

I.  Copfider  God^s  inerey  and  patience  tothitds  ytWi 
in  giviffg  you  fe  tnahy  wamingSi  and  fo  ntany  year#  t6 
prepare  lor  death  $  and  in  fending  his  tnefltogdrs  Mi 
turnings  fo  gently  and  ^dually,  to  etcke  yoU  to  tM 
^ork ;  #hen  many  yotinger  and  ftrdrfe^  than  you  are 
butiied  into  eternity,  arid  little  0t  ^0  tlifae  giveti  theni 
fo  think  trhete  they  are. going.  HaVe  ytfti  tfitft  bten 
Ipared  many  years  ih  the  nudft  of  daingets,  When  you 
have  feen  thlt-bdld  archer,  tfearth,  ftbpttftg  his  aftowt, 
and  killirig  fhoufaiids  of  four  neighbours  sltid  ftilflds 
round  about  ^ou  ?  Sometimes  theHr^ow  htfth  planted 
over  your  head,  and  flain  fome  great  man  your  tvtpt* 
fior  'y  fometimes  it  hath  lighted  at  your  feet,  and  cut  off 
a  child  or  fervant,  vour  iitfefiors  ;  fometimes  it  hath 
|;one  b^  on  jrour  left  hand,  and  killed  your  enemy}  at 
Othev  times  it  hath  pafled  on  vour  right  hand,  and  kil- 
led your  near  relations.    Sa  ttiat  you  have  feen  friends 
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ind  foes,  fopetiofs  and  ioferiorsr  relations  and  ftran* 
^rs,  dfopping  flown  dead  rbond  about  yoo ;  afid  alt 
thiii  for  a  Idi^  tra£l  of  dme^  to  give  yon  warning  t6 
pitepirtf  for  death.  O  let  the  goodnefs  and  forbeat^nce 
df  God  towards  foil  Ited  yon  io  fepentance,  and  p'cN 
jhide  yoa  tcr  fly  fi)eedilT.to  Cbrift  for  refitge  and  pro« 
tedibn  frohn  wrath ! 

tdlji  C6n6der  how  terrible  death  wilt  be^  if  it  meets 
fotf  in  an  unprepared  ftate,  in  a  Ghri&l^fs  and  impenU 
teflit  ofifidkion.  What  a  fearful  change  wUi  it  bring 
upoh  yOn }  A  change  from  earth  (6  hellj  from  hope  to 
defpacTi  from  pleafare  to  paih^  from  comft^rts  to  ter- 
tort;  a  change  from  the  offers  of  grace  to  the  rerela- 
tion  of  ^i^rath )  a  change  from  probabilities  to  utter  im^ 
MffibiHlks  of  laltation.  Deadi  will  cut  o*ff  ail  your 
oop^  Md  eip«ftaiions-  of  mercy  for  erer^  Job  xxrtit* 
3.  Th^re  is  no  coming  back  to  amend  wlat  hath  been 
tone  amifii  here  y  ^^d  there  is  no  work  nor  derive  ia 
die  gtaire  v^hither  you  go.  As  the  tree  falls,  fo  it  will 
Be  thiongh  all  ^temity^ 

11.  I  come  to  give  fome  advices»  in  order  to  the  rl^ 
yrtpatatibn  ioi  death,  iftf^tt  abont  feif-exaoiinatioa' 
work.  Enquite  if  you  be  ih  Cht iA  or  not  ?  if  you  be 
¥et  fiatr  off  from  God,  or  if  yott  be  brought  near  by  the 
mod  of  CUfft.  And  fee  that  you  be  impartial  in  tlus 
(birc&y  «i^  U^ilKng  to  find  out  the  truth  in  this  lAipor- 
ttnt  ^cieftiMi.;  Be  net  fooiifldy  tender  of  yourfclf,  and 
aik  to  bili^te  that  you  ate  fafe,  when  it  is  not  fO  %  for 
fnis  Way  thotifands  do  ruhi  themfelvea.  Bat  be  content 
to  know  the  wdrft  of  your  eafe,  and  thoroughly  to  on« 
4fcf ftand  your  ftxd^s  danger,  ^tl^  '"'T  ^  mored  to 
tike  th6  fight  way  to  efeape  it.  Wherefore  take,  a  vieir 
^xt^  tfiark  of  Chrfftlefs  and  linconretted  perfoiis  fet 
down  ki  CrOd's  wordt  and  jndge  yourielf  by  theiti :  add 
IMMfldet  alio  tb^  defigns  ot  trtk  grace  tliere  recorded^ 
and  ibe  if  they  be  applicable  to  you  or  not: 

2dly^  If,  after  e^uiry^  you  find  your  ftate  is  badi 
<hat  yoft  hate  been  a  lotrer  of  the  world  more  than  of 
Ood,  y6U  hari  minded  your  body  more  than  yodr 
foul,  you  hite  lived  in  the  negled  of  precidus  Chrl(l| 
9lhmiL  y^xiffclf  in  known  fio ;  O  then  be  conriiieed 

of 
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of  your  tnabillty  to  help  yoorfelf,  and  of  your  need  of 
Chrift  to  help  you.    And  labour  to  be  deeply  hum- 
bled before  God  uqder  a  fenfe  of  your  fin  and  £oUr^ 
'*  Ah^  how,  foolifhly,  bow  rebellioufly,  how  unthank- 
fully  have  I  carried  I     I  have  abufed  God's  mercies^ 
and  left  undone  the  work  for  which  I  was  made,  pic^ 
fervedf  and  enjoyed  the  gofpel.    Oh !  I  had  all  my 
by-paft  time  given  roe  to  make  preparation  for  cndle& 
eternity,  and  I  have  never  minded  it,,  till  now  that 
ficknefs,  the  harbinger  of  death,   is  come  upon    me« 
And  now  what  (hall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"    Well*  then, 
in  order  to  convince  and  humble  you  the  more,  ca^ 
back  your  eyes  upon  the  fins  of  your  nature,  atid  of  yoar 
by-paft  life;  view  them  in  their  nature,  number,  ag- 
gravations, and  deferts*     O,  do  not  fo  many  years 
fins  need  a  very  deep  humiliation  I  O,  do  you  not  ftand 

freatly  in  need  of  fuch  a  perfon  as  Chrift,  to  be  your 
aviour  and  Ranfomer  from  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  fins  i 
O  but  theyr  weight  will  prefs  you  eternally  down  to  the 
loweft  heUi  if  left  to  yourfelfj  and  bid  upon  your 
back. 

3^  O  finner,  art  thou  deeply  humbled^  and  defiroua 
of  mercy  upon  any  terms  ?  Believe,  then,  that  thy  , 
cafe  is  not  remedileft,  but  that  there  is  a  facrifice  pro- 
vided for  your  fiqsy  and  an  able  and  allfufiicient  Sayir 
our  in  your  offer.  Believe  that  the  Lord  Jefus  C3hrift 
is  the  Son  of  God,  and  become  fleOi  to  be  a  furety  for 
you,  that  he  is  both  able  and  willing  to  fave  to  the  utter- 
moft  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him.  Though  your 
fins,  your  dangers,  and  your  fears,  were  never  w  great^ 
yet  he  is  able  and  willing  to  fave*  O  flee  prefently  to 
this  refuge-city,  whofe  gates  are  open  to  receive  you* 
Truft  your  fouls  upon  Chrift's  Sacrifice  and  meritorious 
blood  for  mercy  and  falvation^  Apply  humbly  to  him» 
that  he  may  teach  you  the  will  of  God,  reconcile  you 
to  his  Father,  pardon  your  fins,  renew  you  by  his  Spi- 
rit, and  (ave  you  from  eternal  wrath. 

4.  Give  up  your&lves  to  God  in  Chrift,  by  wav 
of  covenant  and  Iblemn  rcfignation.    Every  man  dotn- 
this  facramentally  in  baptifm ;  but  you  muft  alfo  renew 
it  perfonaUy  and  czpliciciy^  and  thereby  give  a  cordis^ 

and 


tfitfiSions  to  Families  and  Persons  undef^Siclness.     rj 

and  volitntaiy  confent  to  die  covenant  of  grace.    Ac- 

wiicice  cheenolly  in  the  s^fpel  way  of  falvation  through 

Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefa ;  and  accept  of  God,  in 

Chrift^  as  thy  portion*    Make  choice  ot  God  the  Fa- 

tfier^  as  thy  reconciled  Father  in  Chrtft ;  and  God  the 

Soi^  as  thy  Redeemer  and  Saviour ;  and  God  the  Holy 

Ghoft  for  thy  fan^Ufier,  .guidC)  and.  comforter.     And 

likewife  give  up  thyfelf,  foul  and  hoAj^  and  all  thou 

hafty  to  ht  the  Lord's  \  engaging  in  ChriAi^s  ftrength  to 

live   for  God,,  and  walk  with  him  in  newnefs  of  life. 

And  ftttdy  to  do  all  this  delit)erately,  unfeignedly,  ai¥l 

cheerfully*    Though,  perhaps,  you  have  done  this  hy- 

pocriticaUy  at  former  times,  you  have  profaned  God's 

ccnrenant,   and  behaved  unftedfaftly  and  perfidiouffy 

therein ;  yet  now  endeavour  to  be  fincere  with  God  for 

once. 

5.  Be  living  daily  in  the  exercife  of  faith  and  re« 

pentance;  rencM^the  a£is  thereof  frequently,  in  pro^ 

portion  to  your  renewed  fins  and  guiltipefs,  cleave  clofe 

to  glorious  Chriilyour  high-pried  and  furety^  and  be  ever 

wafliing  in  his  blood.    As  long  as  youarein  the  world, 

^  you^have  need  to  wafii  your  feet,  John  xiii.  lo.    Come 

death  when  it  will»  let  it  find  you  at  the  fountain,  ilways 

looking  to  and  making  ufe  of  Jefus  Chrift.     You  have 

great  need  of  Chrift  every  day  of  your  life,  more  efpe- 

cially  in  ficknefs;  but  moft  of  all  at  a  dying  hour.    O 

what  need  will  you  have  of  Chrift  then  as  an  advocate 

with  Grod,  when  the  queftion  is  to  be  determined,  where 

your  manfion  is  to  be  affigned  through  all  eternity^ 

whether  in  heaven  or  hell  r  O  then  be  looking  always 

to  Chrift  with  the  eye  of  faith.    Live,  in  the  conftant 

thoughts  of  this  blcfied  Mediator.    Let  him  be  firft  in- 

your  thoughts  in  the  morning,  and  laft  in  your  thoughts 

at  night. 

6.  Be  ftriving  to  mortify  every  fin  and  luft,  both 
outward  and  inward.  By  dying  to  fin  daily,  that  fo 
you  may  not  die  for  fin  eternally.  O  that  fin  may  be 
daily  lofing  its  ftrength,  and  dying  in  you  \  fo  that  it 
may  be  certainly  dead  before  you.  Prayearneftly,  that 
all  your  fins  may  die  before  you  die :  for  if  chey  die 

not 


nj9t^  before  yqu,  but  outlive  t^e  dying  bpdy^  ^^  W^^ 
live  eter|>aUy  to  liing  ^d  tpprment  the  nev^«dytxi jf  ^^- 


CmBCT.  IV.  fie  i>ot  atixipuy  fot  recovery  to  .hefJt)i  % 
but  leaTe  the  ifliie  of  Ac  pcdGmt  fickneft  to  ihc 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  infinitely  wife  God^ 

kEMJSMB^R,  O  man,  Aat  tbott  art  die  day,  ^md 
God  18  the  Potter ;  he  is  abfotoe  Lord  of  diy  life  audi 
tfroes.  therefore  learn  to  adote  his  ifoveleigntj^over  cface 
and  all  thy  enjoyments.    David  doth  fb^  when  be  fa)FS| 
<*  Lord,  my  timfes  are  in  thyhandr'  Pf.  ixxi.  ic.    Anrf 
indeed  they  are  only  beft  in  his  hand,  for  he  beft  knowt 
howtodUpofeofthem.   Thepro|>hetfiudi,Ifa»xxic.  iS^ 
<<  The  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgment^  blefied  are  all  tfaey 
that  wait  for  him.'*    Judgment  there  fignifies  vniAom^ 
the  Lord  is  a  QpA  of  wifiiom,  and  wift  order  and  time  all 
things  well ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  vs  quietly  to  wait 
for  his  pleafure^  fayingi  ^^  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done  f* 
It  is  taken  notice  of,  as  a  great  Gn  in  ^e.Ifraelites^  that    * 
they  waited  not  for  his  c6unfel|  but  limited  the  Holy 
One  of  Ifrael,  Pfal.  lirxviii.  14*    What  unaccountaU^ 
folly  and  prefumption  is  i^  for  wofe-ms  of  the  earth  td 
feek  to  fiint  and  limit  the  Sovereign  oi  heaven  to  theif 
meafures  !  It  becomes  us  at  aif  times,  and  efpeelally  in 
ficknefs  and  afflidion,  to  have  low  fubmifiive  thoughts 
of  ourfelvesy  and  high  exalted  thoughts  of  God^s  fove- 
reignty,  fuch  as  Nebuchadnezzar  had,  Oan.  iv*,35. 
^  And  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  reputed  as  nd- 
thing*;  and  he  doth  according  to  hie  will  in  the  army  of 
heaven^  and  amdng  the  inhsMtaiks  of  the  earth ;  and 
none  can  ftay  his  hand,  or  lay  unto  him,  what  doft  thou/' 
We  (hould  therefore  refer  all  to  his  wife  dcterroinatioD^ 
and  be  willing  to  die  or  live,  as  he  (hall  be  pleafed  to  ap« 
point.    I  remember  I  have  read  of  a  godly  woman,  who 
in  her  ficknefs  being  afked  by  one,  Whether  Ihe  w^s 
moil  defirous  icr  die  or  live  ?    She  anfwcred,  I  have  no 
choice  in  chat  patter,  hut  refer  myfelf  unto  the  will  of 
God.    But,  faid  the  other,  fuppofe  God  (houid  refer 
it  unto  yoU|  whether  t<^  die  or  live^  which  of  (hem 

would 


]«ro«ild  you  chafe  i  Jf  Cod  (tepUed  (he)  ihould  fefer  it 

to  mej  I  would  even  refer  it  back  again  to  him.   It  be^ 

comes  thee»  O  roan,  to  be  entirely  refigned  to  the  will 

of  thy  Mftfteri  and  to  (land  like  a  centinel  to  thy  ftationi 

ready  to  move  as  thv  great  general  and  commander  (hall 

l^ve  orders  concemmg  thee.    It  would  be  pleafant  and 

acceptable  to  God^  to  fee  thee  more  deGrous  to  be  de- 

UYcred  from  fin  than  from  ficknefs.     0»  but  fin  is  a  far 

^vorfe  diteafe  than  ^ny  fickhefs  in  the  world  \  Beg  im- 

pcyrtunately,  diat  the  great  Phy(ician  may  cure  this  wo« 

fttl  fpul-difeafei  and  let  him  do  with  the  body  what  h^ 

l^eafetb;    This  was  Diivid's  practice  in  his  affli£lionj 

Pfnl:  XXV.  i^.  <<  Look  upon  my  a^Aion  and  mypw^ 

sod  forgive  all  my  fioa.''    Aa  for  lus  pains  and  afflio* 

lians,  he  a(ks  00  more  but  that  God  would  regard  thejn^ 

and  look  upon  them^  and  do  with  them  as  be  thought 

fitv;  but,  as  for  hia  fins,  no  left  wiU  fatisfy  lufn  than  a 

pardon,  and  biottidg  them  entirely  out^  fo  as  Aey  might 

be  remembered  no  mortf. 


DsKECT.  V.  Bind  yourfelf  with  holy  purpofes  and 
refdlutioTi  in  Chrift's  (brength,  to  be  more  watch- 
ful againft  fin,  more  diligent  in  duty,  and  to  im- 
prove the  time  of  health  better,  if  Ood  (hall  be 
pleafed  to  reftore  it  agaun  to  .you* 

WHEN  God  is  vifitiog  your  iniquities  with  rods,  and 

{leading  a  controverfy  with  you  for  your  omiflions  and 
ackneU  in  duty,  he  expe£t&  that  you  will  return  from 
your  backflidings,  and  £et  about  a  ferious  reformation 
and'diange  of  iifc,  HoC  v.  15.  "  I  will  go  and  return 
to  my  plape,  .till  they  acknowledge  their  o&ncc,  and 
feek  my  face  \  in  their  affll£tion  they  will  feek  me  early." 
See  then  that  you  open  your  ear  to  difcipline ;  ftudy  to 
aoftHver  God^s  call  and  expedation,  and  in  his  ftrength 
tcfolvc  to  enter  upon  a  new  life.  "  Surely  now  it  is 
meet  to  be  fard  unto  G«Ki,  I  have  borne  chaftifementi  I 
will  not  oflfend  any  n^ore.  That  which  I  fee  not,  teach 
thou  me :  If  I  have  done  iniquity,  1  will  do  fo  no  more.'' 
Vol.  L  V  ,  Job 
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Job  xfxiv.  31,  31.  Now  is  the  fcafon,  you  (hould  fajr 
with  Ephraim,  Hof.  xiv.  8.  "  What  have  I  to  do  aiiy 
paore  with  idob  ?^ 

Having  duly  examined  yourfeivesi  and  fearchcd  out 
your  Cns,  you  ought  to  put  a  bill  of  divorce  into  each  of 
their  hands.    Deliberately  refolve  againft  all  your  Cms, 
whether  fecret  or  open ;  and  efpecially  refolve  againft 
your  darling  and  beloved  finsi  thofe  fins  which  do  moft 
eafily  befet  you.     Refolve  alfo  againft  all  temptations 
to  (in  }  and,  particularly,  againft  the  fnares  of  bad  com- 
panyi  whereoy  you  have  been  formerly  enticed ;  now 
fay  with  David,  Pf.  cxix.  115.  "  Depart  from  mc,  ye 
evil-doers;  for  I  will  keep  the  commandments  of  my 
God.''     Tou  muft  not  only  purpofe  to  forfake  all  Cn» 
but  alfo  mind  every  known  duty  j  that  you  will  make 
religion  your  one  thing  needful  -,  the  pleafing^  of  God, 
the  chief  bufincfs  of  your  life ;  that  you  will  fet  the  Lord 
alway  before  you,  give  him  your  heart  in  all  duties,  aim 
at  nearnefs  and  communion  with  God  in  every  one  of 
them  \  and  ftiU  pre(s  forward  to  the  full,  enjoyment  of 
God  in  heaven  through  eternity. 

Refolve  alfoi  through  grace,  that  you  will,  inafpecial 
manner,  mind  fecret  duties,  which  the  eyes  of  men  do 
not  obferve,  and  thofe  duties  which  confcience  doth  moft 
challenge  you  for  neg1e£ting.  And  you  that  are  heads 
of  families,  refolve  to  make  more  confcience  of  family- 
religion,  of  worfhipping  God  with  your  families^  both 
morning  and  evening  *,  inftruAing  your  children  and 
feivants  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift ;  and  recommend* 
ing  religion  and  godlinefs  to  all  round  about. you,  whe- 
ther relations  or  ftrangers. . 

And,  if  you  would  have  your  r^folutions  effeflual, 
fee  that  they  be  accompanied  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  your 
infufficiency  to  perform  them  in  your  own  ftrength. 
Bear  always  in  mind  the  corruption  and  deceitfulnefs 
of  your  own  heart ;  and  make  all  your  refoiutions  in  a 
humble  dependence  on  the  fufiiciency  of  Jcfus  Chrift 
your  furety.  Obferve  the  apoftle  Paul's  advice  to  his 
fon  Timothy,  2  Tim.  ii.  i.  ••  Be  ftrong  in  the  grace 
that  is  ill  Jcfufi  Chrift."  All  your  ftock,  O  believer,  is 
in  his  hand,  fo  that  without  him  you  can  do  nothing  \ 

^  but 
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but,  through  Chrift  ftrengthening  f ou,  thou  art  able  to 
^o  all  things. 

Direct*  VL  Set  your  houfe  in  order,  by  making 
your  latter*wtUs»  and  fettling  your  domeftic  and 
fecular  affairs,,  while  you. have  freedom  and  capa« 
city  for  doing  it* 

AFTER  the  heart  is  fct  in  order,  the  next  work  is 
to  fet  your  houfe  in  order,  according  to  God's  counfel 
to  Hezekiah,  Ifa.  xxxviii.  i  •  It  is  recorded  of  the  Pa* 
triarch  Abraham,  that  he  was  careful  to  fettle  the  affairs 
of  his  family  before  His  death,  Gen.  xxv.  5,  6.  He 
di(|)ofcd  of  his  eftate  to  Ifaac,  and  legacies  to  the  fons 
of  his  concubines.  It  is  too  genei;al  a  fault,  that  men 
delay  and  put  off  making  their  wills,  as  they  do  their  re- 
pentance, to  the  veiy  laft,  and  fo  too  frequently  never 
make  tfaeni  at  all.  Confider  the  eril  of  deferring  or  ne« 
glebing  this  neceflary  affair;  for  if  you^  upon  whom 
&od  hath  beflowed  means,  fhould  die  inteftate,  your 
eftate  may  defcend  otherwife  than  *yott  intended;  much 
of  it  may  be  fpent  in  tedious  and  expenfive  law-fuits ; 
fucb  differences  may  fall  out  among  relations,  that  fiiould 
li?e  in  friendfhip  and'  mutual  affeAion,  as  cannot  be 
healed ;  fome  of  them  may  be  reduced  to  extreme  want, 
when  a  fmaU  legacy  might  have  put  them  in  a  way  of 
living  ;  and  many  fuch  inconveniences'  may  follow. 
Well,  then,  if  your  negledk  fhould  bring  on  thefe  evils, 
and  involve  pofterity  into  endlefs  (irifes  and  contentions, 
may  you  not  judly  fear  that  the  guilt  thereof  will  pur- 
fue  yon  into  another  world,  whofe  wretched  carelefsnefs 
was  the  occafion  of  all  that  mtichief  ? 

Pray,^  yrhat  is  the  reafon  that  men  put  off  this  affair  ? 
Is  it  not  becaufe  they  do  not  incline  to  think  fo  ferioufly 
on  death,  as  this  will  occaGon  them  to  do  ?  Doth  not 
this  fmell  of  abominable  earthly- mindednefs,  fpeak  as  if 
a  man  defired  all  his  portion  in  this  life,  and  cared  not 
for  a  better  ?  and  that  he  is  fo  far  from  preparing  for 
il^tb«  that  he  cannot  endure  to  think  of  it  ?  Alas^  that 
*     Fa  this 
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tbis  worldl)^  difpoikion  (hottld  fo  far  prevail  among  us  ! 
But  furely  there  is  na  wife  man  will  fay,  that  the  putting 
off  the  thoughts  of  death,  will  keep  death  at  the  great* 
er  diftance ;  or,  that  preparing  for  death,  and  making 
our  wilU,  »irill  bring  on  death  the  fooner. 

It  were  furelv  beft  to  order  our  afiairs  timeoufl y ;  yea^ 
cio  it  in  time  ot  health,  rather  than  to  delay  unto, a  fick- 
bed,  or  a  death- bed  ;  for  either  you  may  be  jTnatched  off 
fuddenly,  and  have  no  time  for  it  \  or  you  may  be  takeo. 
with  fuch  a  diftemper  as  (hall  feize  your  touguei  fo  as 
you  cannot  exprefs  your  mind  ;  or  feize  your  under* 
ftanding,  fo  as  you  cannot  rationally  difpofc  of  your  ef- 
fc£ts.  And  though  none  of  thofe  fiiould  happen,  yet, 
certainly  it  proves  a  gteat  diilurbance  to  a  dymg  man, 
to  be  cafting  up,  ordering,  and  fettling  the  affairs  of  his 
family,  when  he  (hould  be  fecuring  a  neavenly  manHon 
for  his  foul,  and  clearing  up  his  evidences  thcreuuto. 
It  is  great  wifdom  to  put  this  affair  by  band,  that  you 
tnay  have  as  little  to  do  with  the  world  as  may  be,  and 
all  occalioils  of  diftra£tion  to  your  immortal  fotil  may 
be  prevented,  when  it  is  near  to  its  flitting  into  an  eter- 
nal and  unchangeable  ftate. 

Moreover,  in  fettling  your  fecuhr  affairsi,  obferve  thefe 
following  aavices :  i.  Make  your  wills  cheerfully,  and 
freely  lay  dowii  whatever  you  enjoy,  when  God  calls 
you  to  do  it*  Praife  God  that  you  had  thofe '  things 
while  you  needed  rhem,  and,  when  you  have  no  longer 
ufc  for  them,  leave  them  without  repining  to  thofe  that 
come  after  you.  Look  not  back  to  Egypt  when  you  are 
vpop  your  march  to  Canaan. 

2.  See  th«t  you  deal  juftly,  in  providing  your  fami- 
ly, payiig  all  your  juft  debts,  and  making  rc^ftitutioni 
if  you  have  wronged  any.  Abhor  all  deOgns  of  defraud- 
ing any  of  your  lawful  creditors ;  for,  if  your  lad  aft 
fhould  be  unjuft,  you  leave  a  blot  upon  your  name  here; 
and  (ince  you  cannot  repent  of  this  wickednefs,  it  being 
among  your  lad  deeds,  you  expofe  yourfelf  to  a  fearful 
doom  in  the  world  whither  jou  are  going. 

3.  In  fettling  your  eftates,  fee  that  God  and  good 
ufes  be  not  forgot  nor  left  out.  When  you  are  leaving 
th^  world,  and  can  glorify  Cod  90  longer  here  by  your 

vords 


XHre3io9i  to  FmmiiUs  pnd  Pitioni  under  Afii£HBn    19 

-vrords  or  a£Hon8»  fee  to  honour  the  Lord  with  your  fub- 
ftance»  by'  leaving  fame  part  thereof  to  a  pious  and  cha- 
ritable ufe.  I  kno Vt  it  is  a  vi^rk  o(  charity  to  g;ive  for 
maiittaining  the  bodies  of  the  poor ;  and  efpecially  the 
poor  of  God's  peoples  who  fa^knig  to  his  ia«nf)ily :  But 
it  is  much  more  piou«  and  ch;iritable  to  leave  fomewhat 
for  propagating  Chriftian  knowledge  in  dark  places ;  for 
,  educating  poor  children  to  read  the  fcriptures ;  and 
inftrii£ling  ignorant  fouls  in  the  knowledge  of  Jefus 
Cbrift*  It  is  much  to  be  hmentedi  that  fo  many  rich 
men  among  us  die>  and  leave  nothing  to  fuch  pious 
ufes.  The  liberality  of  Papifts*  on  their  death-bech^ 
may  give  a  (harp  challenge  to  many  profefied  Protcf- 
tanu :  O  what  a  ihame  is  tt  to  the  profefTors  of  the 
dodf ine  of  graced  that  the  falfe  doctrines  of  mi^rits  aihl 
purgatory,  ihould  produce  fo  nmny  donations  and  mor« 
lifications  among  the  Papifts  ;  axid  the  faith  of  Chrid^s 
moft  glorious  gofpel  (hould  not  do  the  like  among  true 
believers  !  Shall  the  proud  conceit  of  merit,  and  tl^e 
ifDagiHary  fear  of  purgatory,  prompt  men  to  do  move 
this  way,  than  the  certain  perfuad^n  of  the  lo7e  of  God 
in  Cbrift,  and  the  well  grounded-bope  of  eternal  life 
through  the  alone  merits  of  Jefus  Chrill :  O  what  a  ro* 
proach  is  tfiis  to  our  holy  religion  ! 
'  4.  it  might  be  much  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  good 
of  fouls»  tlut  a  great  pait  of,  oar  teftaments  and  latter*- 
wills  (hould  confill  of  folemn  charges,  exhortations  a  ad. 
bleffings,  to  our  children,,  or  thoCt  to  whom  we  be- 
queath any  legacy  ;  fo  as  they  can  never  open  our  teC> 
taments,  or  look  into  them,  but  theymtght  bear  fom^ 
thing  that  may  oiake  hnprei&ons  on  their  fouls  for  their 
fpiritual  edification,  and  for  quickening  them  to  the  d^ 
Jigent  praQice  of*botb  family  and  perfpaal  godlineCs. 
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CHAP.    11. 

Contmning  fome  Particular'  Direfiions  to  thofir  ^Mfbo 
Jbarply  affUQed  kvitb  Sickmfs  and  longTroMihle* 


DiKECT,  L    Jufliify  God  in  the  greateft  Afflic- 
tions which  befal  yov. 

THOUGH  God  fliould  condemn  yoii»  fee  that  700 
acquit  him,  and  fayi  he  is  righteous  iif  aJJ  Irk 
dealings.     When  tlje  church  was  under  the  beavieft 
diftrcfr,  flie  finds  caufe  to  juftify  God,    Lam.  k  18. 
*^  The  Lord  is  righteous,  for  I  have  rebelled  agatnft  his 
coinmandment/'    So  doth  godly  Nchemiahi  Neh*  ix* 
3^    ^'  Howbcit  thou  arc  juft  in  all  that  h  brought  up- 
on us,:  for  thcu  haft  done  rights  but  we  have  done 
wickedly .*••    The  fame  doth  ho^y  David  acknowledgey 
Pfal.  cxix.  75.  **  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgmcnu 
are  right,  and  that  in  faithfulnefe  thou  haft  affliAed 
me."    Now,  in  order  to  bring  you  to  this  agreeable 
frame,  and  to*  conY»)ce  you  of  the  equity  and  juAice  of 
,God,  in  his  difpenfatioQS,  however  heavy  and  long  your 
diftrefs  be,  1  &ail  lay  before  you  the  following  coofi« 
•erations : 

I.  Confider  the  infinitely  holy  and  righteous  nature 
of  that  God  who  fmiteth  thee,  Pfal.  cxix.  137.  "  Righ- 
teous art  thou,  O^Lord,  and  upriglit  are  thy  judgments." 
We  prtfume  it  of  a  righteous  man  that  he  will  do  righ* 
teous  things;  and  (hall  we  not  much  more  believe  fo 
of  a  holy  and  righteous  Cod  ?  We  oannot  be  infallibly 
certain  that  a  righteous  man  will  always  do  fo  :  For  a 
righteous  man  may  leave  his  righteoufnefs,  becaufe  the 
creature  is  mutable  \  but  God  is  immutably  righteous ; 
fo  that  we  may  be  confident  of  it,  that  the  judge  of  all 
the  earth  will  do  right,  for  it  is  impoiTible  he  can  do  o« 
thcrwife,  Zech*  iii.  5-  "  The  juft  Lord  ts  in  the  midft  . 
thereof,  he  will  not  do  iniquity."  He  will  not,  he  can- 
not \  forJic  is  contray  to  his  nature. 

2.  ConGdet 


a    ConfidcT  that  God  nevcf  brings  on  any  af9i£tioTi 
wuhbat-a  caufe,  i  Cor.  xi.  30.  "  Fpr  tlm^^aufc  many 
zre  fick.**     He  hath  ftiH  juft  grpi^nd  for  the  hcavicft  af-  .. 
'ffi£lson9   from  thy  fins  and  provocations  *,  and  (nay  al- 
ways fey  to  thee,  as  to  Ifrael,  }cr.  ii.  17.  19.   **  Haft 
thou  not  procured  this  unto  tliyfeif,  in  that  thou  halt 
fbrfaken  the  Lord  thf  God,  when  he  Icii  thc^  by  the 
way  ?     Thine  Own  wickcdnefs  fliall  correft  tlice',  and 
thy  backfltding  fhail  reprove  thee  :  know,  therefore,  and 
fee«  that  it  is' an  evil  thing  and  bitt<^r  that  thou  haft  for* 
faken  Ac  Lord."    There  is  ftiil  ground  enough  for  af- 
Cidion  to  be  fou::d  in  the  beft  of  God's  people;  and  " 
therefore  it  is  faid,  Lam.  iii.  33.    "  For  he  doth  not 
afflict  willinglr,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men."     No : 
it  IS  OUT  fins  tnat  oblige  him  to  it.'     As  Chrift  wiiipped 
the  fellers' of  oxen  and  (beep  out  of  the  temple  With  a 
whip  (as'is  generally  thought)  made  of  thpir  own  cords  j 
fo  God  never  fcourgeth  us  but  with  a  whip  made  of  our  ^ 
own  (iifjiy  Prov.  V  22.  '^  His  own  iniquities  (hall  take 
die  wicked  himfelf,  and  be  (hall  be  holden  with  the  cords 
of  his  fins."    If  we  confider  the  mighty  God  as  a  Lord 
dtfpenGng  gtsce,,  then  we  find  he  ras  fovereigrily,  and 
according  to  his  will  and  pleaTurCi  Mat!  xL  26.  '<  Even 
fo  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight."     But  if 
we  confider  him  as  a  judge,  difpenfing  judgments,'he 
never  doth  it  without  a  foregoing  caufe  on  the  creature's 
pirt.     God's  treafure  of  mercy  is  always  fuU>  and  readf 
to  be  let  out  to  them,  that  feelT  it ;  but  his  treafure  of 
wrath  is  empty  till  men  fill  it  up  by  their  fins,  Rom.  ii. 
15-  «•  Thou  treafurcft  up  to  thyfelf  wrath  againft  the 
day  of  wrath :"  We  always  do  providefuel  for  God's 
wrath,  before  it  kindle  and  break  out  upon  us. 

3.  Confider  further  this  inftancc  of  God^s  equity ; 
that  when  there  is  a  caufe  jgiven,  God  doth  not  prcieiit!y 
take  it,  but  continues  to  threaten  often,  and  warn  long, 
before  he  executes  the  fcntence  of  his  word.  He  fends 
kfler  ftrokes  as  wamings.of  greater,  if  we  repent  not ; 
and  he  repeats  his  warnings  many  times,  both  by  his 
word  and  providence,  before  he  fmite.  Yea,  even  when 
repeated  warnings  are  flighted^  he  delays  a  long  time, 
and  waits  to  be  gracious,  ifa.  x%x.  18.  And  when  men's 
obllinacy  and  incorrigiblcncfs  arrive  to  fuch  a  height, 

'       "  ihac 
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that  he  can  fpare  no  longer ;  yet,  how  loth  is  Is  e  to  give 
thcra  up  to  fevcrejadgmcnt !  Hof.  xi*  8.  *•  Ifo^ir  QnA 
i  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  >  how  (hali  I  deliver  thee>  I(- 
lael '  how  (hall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  ?  how  fhall  I  lei 
^e  as  Zeboim  >  mine  hearr  is  rumed  within  me,  my 
vepetitings  are  kindled  together."   When  the  JLord  hath 
finners  in  his  arms»  ready  to  give  them  up  to  feTere 
judgments,  yet  h^  makes  a  ftand,  and  would  be  viilUng* 
ly  prevented  before  he  proceeds  to  this  ftranf^e  work  i 
for  fo  he  calls  his  a£ts  of  judgment,  Ifa.  xxviii.  aK 
A£ls  of  mercy  are  co- natural,  moft  agreeable  and  plea- 
fant  to  Godj  Mic.  viL  18.   <<  He  delighteth  In  mercy  > 
but  judgment  is  his  ftrange  a£t,  and  his  ftras^  work." 
4.  Confider  that  when  at  laft  he  fends  ftrokea  on  us, 
they  are  always  Oiort  of  the  caufe ;  he  exafts  not  the 
whole  debt  that  finners  owe  to  bis  juftice,  as  Ezra  doth 
acknowledge,  Ezra'ix.  13*    ^'  Thou  haft  puniflied  m 
.  li-fs  than  our  iniquities  defenre.''    The  .ftroke  he  tber« 
is  fpeakiog  of,  was  a  moA  heavy  judgment }  fearful  ruin 
and  defolation  came  upon  Jerufalem,  and  the  whole  of 
'  Judah ;  the  city  and  temple  were  burnt  to  alhes,  the 
people  carried  captive  to  a  ftrange  land,  and  treared  as 
bond«-fIave3  among  the  Heathen.    Yet,  faith  the  holy 
man,  ^*  Thou  haft  punilhed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquitief    . 
defeive*"  y.rf.  It  is  true  we  have  been  carried  to  Baby- 
lon 5  but,  in  juftice,  we  might  have  been  Cent  to  hell : 
our  houfes  were  burned,  but  our  bodies  might  have 
been  burned  too :  we  have  been  drinking  water,  hot 
we  might  have  been  drinking  blood  :  we  have  had  gric« 
vous  burdens  on  earth,  but  we  might  have  been  groai^ 
tng  in  hcU  :  we  were  banifhed  from  the  temple,  Init  we 
might  have  been  eternally  baniftied  from  God's  prefencA 
We  think  it  a  great  favour  among  men,  when  any  pu- 
nifhment  is  mitigated,  when  the  fentence  of  death  is 
changed  into  hanilhrnent,  or  when  baniOiment  is  turn* 
cd  into  a  fine,  or  a  great  fine  into  a  fmaller  :  And  wifl 
you  think  that  God  deals  fevereiy  or  rigoroufly  with 
you,  when  he  lays  you  on  a  fick^bed,  when  he  might 
juftly  have  laid  you  in  hell,  and  poured  otit  all  hia 
wrath  upon  you  there  ?     You  but  taftc  of  the  brim  of 
tlie  cup,  wtiea  God  might  caufe  you  to  drink  of  t^ 
bottom  and  dregs  thereof. 

•     Have 


H^Fc  yott  not  caufethen  to  acknowledge  God's  juf- 
tice  ;  jxajy  even  his  mercy^  too,  in  his  dealjngs  with  youj 
bowevcr  rough  they  may  ieem  to  be  !  May  you  not, 
^th  good  ^eafon^  fay,  any  thing  lefs  than  hell  is  a  mer- 
cy to  fuch  an  ill  deferving  creature  as  I  am  1  If  even  a- 
mrd-hearted  Pharaoh,  under  diftrefs,  came  the  length 
to  own  the  juftice  of  God,  Exod.  ix.  27.  "  I  have  fm- 
ned,  the  Lord  is  righteous."  Shall  ^y  profeiTcd  Chrif- 
ttan  fall  fhort  of  that  obftinate  Egyptian  I 


DiRECT.  IL  Labour,  ftili  to  be  fenCbie  of  God's  hand 
under  heavy  Afflidion,  and  beware  of  ftupidity 
and  unconcemednefs  under  it. 

IT  b  a  Gn  to  faint  under  heavy  affli£lion,  but  it  is  a  ^ 
duty  to  feel  it,  Heb*  xii  5.  "  My  fon,  defpife  not  the 
chaflening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuk* 
cd  of  hira.**  The  apoftle  there  doth  caution  againfl  two 
extremes,  which  every-  Chriftian  under  the  rod  (hould 
be  careful  to  avoid:  |.  DefpiGng  or  making  light  of 
affliAion'.  2«  Sinking  tix  defponding  under  afflicUon. 
We  are  in  great  hazard  of  running  into  the  one  or  the 
other.  As  to  the  firft,  we  may  be  faid  to  defpife  the 
chaftening  of  the  Lord,  when*  we  do  not  obferve  God's 
hand  in  our  afflif^ion,  fo  at  to  reform  the  things  where- 
by be  is  difpleafed ;  or,  when  we  refolire  to  abide  the 
trial,  by  the  ftrength  of  our  own  refolutions  and  ftout^ 
beartednefs,  without  looking  to  God  ion  fupponing 
grace ;  or,  when  we  turn  ftupid  and  infenfible  under 
the  heavy  and  long  continued  rod.  This  defpifing  and 
flighting  of  the  rod,  is  not  patience,  but  ftupidity  \  it  is 
not  Chriftian  magnanimity,  but  a  ftoical  temper  of  U' 
mind,  moft  finfui  and  provoking  to  God.  We  fee  bow 
angry  God  is  with  iinners  when  his  ftrokes  are  not  felt. 
If.  xii«  ^5.  ^  He  hath  poured  upon  him  die  fury  of 
his  anger')  and  it  hath  fet  him  on  fire  round  about,  yet 
he  knew  it  not ;  and  it  hath  burned  him,  yet  he  laid  it 
not  to  heart,"  Jer.  v.  3.  <•  Thou  haft  ftrifcen  tfaem^  but 
they  have  not  grieved  :  Thou  haft  confumed  them,  but 
they  hav#refofed  to  receive  cDneilion  \  they  haye  made 
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th^  faces  harder  than  a  rock,  tfae^  hare  TdbittA  tbt^ 
turn.'*    There  is  litUe  hooe  of  a  uMar^s  miafiiig  Ui 
leffyn«  that  is  regardldft  or  whipping*    It  is  a  dteadfU 
fign  to  be  like  Pharaoh,  iieeping  in  oar  fin^  ^arhen  God 
U  thutidering  in  his  wrath.    He  that  will  ileep  whco 
his  houfe  is  on  fire,  or  lie  ftiU  in  bed,  as  if  he  was  not 
concerned »  may  afluredly  expe£k  to  be  confitmed  in  its 
'flames.     As  David  could  not  bqar  it,  when  the  mdKsn- 
gers  he  fent  to  the  Ammonites  ont  of  good  ^U,  were 
aflronted  and  de(pifed ;  (b  neither  God  will  endure  i^ 
when  the  meflengers  he  fends  to  finners  are  flighted^ 
for  he  that  flights  a  meflenger,  aflronts  his  mafter.  Thofe 
who  make  light  of  affliAion,  make  light  of  God  that 
fends  it,  and  make  light  of  fin  that  procures  it. 

^ueft.  *<  But  when  is  it  that  people  are  fuitaUjr  ctto- 
cerned  under  a  heayy  rod  ?'' 

Anf.  When  they  fee  God's  hand,  hear-  God's  wet, 
anfwer  his  intent,  are  curious  to  know  his  miiid>  de- 
firoos  to  do  thofe  things  be  requires,  and  refonn  thole 
things  he  is  difpleafed  with*     Remembet  cyerv  afflio' 
tion  is  a  meflenger  from  God,  and  deferves  a  hearing 
from  you.     It  comes  to  thee  with  fucb  a  mefl^ge  as 
Ehud  did  to  Eglon,  Judges  iii*  20*  *'  I  have  an  errand 
from  God  to  thee,  O  King  )**  I  hare  a  meffiige  from 
God  to  thee,  O  Chriftiau,  O  finner.    Well,  lend  ^ 
car,  and  hearken  with  reverence  and  afterition  to  this 
errand ;  fay,  '*  Speak^  Lord^  for  thy  fenrant  heareth, 
what  wottldft  thou  have  me"  to  do  ¥*    Believe  it,  that 
God  fpeaks  as  rsally  to  you  by  his  rod,  as  by  his  wofd } 
therefore  he  fays,  hear  ye  the  rod*    God  fpokc  as  truly 
by  his  ten  plagues  to.  Egypt,  as  he  did  bv  hit  ten  prt« 
cepts  to  Ifrael*    And  if  the  calm  voice  of  tne  word  were 
more  regarded,  we  (hould  hear  Icfs  of  the  rough  voice 
of  the  rod*    As  Gideon  took  briers  and  thorns  of  the 
'  wildemefs,  and  with  them  taught  the  men  of  Suc^oth* 
who  would  not  be  taught  by  fairer  means,  Judg,  viii»  ftf« 
So  God  takes  the  iharp  prickks  of  fore  afflifiion,  ts 
teach  you  bis  ftatwtes,  wheti  you  IriU  not  be  taught  b/ 
fofter  methods.    Beware  tii^n  of  grieving  God's  Spirit^ 
by  turning  ftupid,  and  infenfible  under  fiiarp  or  kmff 
continued  trials :  But  the  more  pains  God  ik  at  wtt» 
^  you 
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yo«  bv  hit  iod»  hearktn  the  more  carcfallyto  bi«  vpiccj 
mnd  laooiir  to  make  the  greater  proficiency  in  the  ichool 
of  afli^oo»  wheie  he  thinks  &  to  continue  you  \  that 
lb  fou  ma  J  inherit  that  blcfGng,  PL  xcir.  12.  '^  Blefled 
is  the  man  whom  thou  chaftentft^  O  l«ord»  and  teach- 
eft  himom  of  thy  law,** 

DiBBCT.  1]^.    Beware  of  mifconfttttfting  GodS  deal* 
ings  towards  yoU)  and  kX  charging  him  foolilhly. 

WE  are  apt  to  beliere  fatan*<  fuggeftlons  under  heavy 
triiils,  and  to  entertain  wrong  thought^  of  God  and  his 
dUpenlations*  Now,  thefe  you  ought  to  guard  againft^ 
aa»  for  inftance^  i.  Beware  of  harbouring  atbeiftical 
^ottghtSi  as  if  there  were  no  Piovidence,  no  wife  Go* 
Tcmor  of  this  lower  world,  no  diftinfHpn  between  the 
good  and  bad  \.  and  that  it  is  to  no  purpo/e  to  be  reli^ 
giotts,  like  thofe  mentioned  in  Mai.  iii«  14.  /*  Ye  have 
uid|  it  is  vain  to  ferve  God*^  and  what  profit  is  it,  that 
wc  have  kept  his  ordinance^  and  W4lked  moiurnf  uUy 
before  the  Lord  of  hofts  V*  Tea^  even  the  Pisilmift, 
when  he  begins  to  compare  his  own  (harp  trials  Mritb 
the  wicked^s  eafe  and  profperity»  is  tempted  to.  think  all 
rel^o  is  in  vain,  and  fay,  Pf»  Ixxiii^  13,  14.  '<  Verily^ 
I  have  ^ean{c:d  my  heart  in  yainy  and  waihed  my  hands 
in  innocence.  For  all  the  day  long  have  I  been  plagued^ 
aod  chaftened  every  mctrnbg^"  But  thefe  are  nothing 
but  the  hellifh  fuggeftions  of  fatan,  that  trreconcileabie 
enemy  of  God  and^precious  fpuk,  agamft  which  we 
fhould  dofcly  Hop  our  ears* 

2«  Beware  of  charging  God  in  yous  heartSi  with 
rigour  and  initiftice  in  his  dealingsj  like  thofe»  Ezek, 
zviii«  25.  ***  Itet,  ye  fay,  the  w;^y  of  the  Ix>rd  is  ngt  e« 
auaU"  How  h^bly  unjuft,  and  injurioua,  are  .fuch 
ttioughts  of  him  who  is. the  [ndge  of  all  the  earthy  and 
cannoi  but  do  rig|]|  ^ 

3,  Bewa^  of  thijQking  that  heavy  afRidions  do  at 

way^  fpeak  wrath  in  God  againit  thee*.    No,  fometimes 

they  fpeak  forth  love,  and  God  may  be  carrying  on  a, 

IoTe-dcfig|i  thereby  to  tby  foul,  viz.to  fubdue  thy  ftrong 
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lufts^  and  draw  thee  nearer  unto  himfelf.  K%  for  tliofe 
who  think  that  the  fmarting  rod,  and  DiTine  love^  C9n- 
not  dwell  together,  let  them  read  that  paflage,  Heb.  xii. 
5,  6.  "  And  ye  have  forgotten  the  exhortation,  mrbid 
ipeaketh  unto  you  as  unto  children,  my  fon,  def)>iic  not 
thoi;  the  chaflening  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou 
art  rebuked  of  him .  For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  lie  cbaf- 
tencth,  and  fcourgeth  erery  ion  whom  he  receivcth." 

4.  Beware  of  defponding  and  diftruftful  thoughts 
of  God'  under  iharp  affliAions.  Some  are  ready  to  raze 
the  foundation  ;  quit  their  intereft  in  God,  and  the  pro- 
mtfes  *,  and  caft  away  their  hope  and  confidencej  faying, 
with  Gideon,  Judg.  \u  13.  "  Oh,  my  Lord,  if  the  JLord 
bfe  with  us,  why  then  is  all  this  evil  befallen  us  ?"  So 
David  was  ready  to  draw  a  hafty  conclufion,  Pf.  xzxi; 
22.  "I  faid,  in  my  haftc,  I  am  cut  off  from  before 
thine  eyes."  But  this  was  the  eStOi  of  unbelief  i  for 
he  that  believeth  will  not  make  hafte. 


Direct.  IV;  Under  fore  Trouble  and  Diftrefs,laboiif 
to  exercife  a  ftrong  and  lively  Faith. 

IT  was  ;i  noble  and  heroic  refolutlon  in  diat  holy  man 
Job,  under  his  fingular  trials.  Job  xiii.  rj.  *<  Thoagb 
ne  flay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him,"  5.  tf.  Let  my  ftrokes 
be  never  fo  fore  and  heavy,  yet,  1  will  not  let  go  my 
grips  of  his  words  and  promifes,  I  will  not  raze  theib 
foundations  of  my  hope.  It  was  this  way  the  Pfalmift 
kept  himfelf  from  fmking  undei^  his  heavy  burdensi 
Pf.  xxvii.  13*  *'  I  had  fainted,  unlefs  1  had  believed  to 
fee  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living.'* 
Confi^er  but  a  little  the  noble  influence  that  faith  hath 
to  itrengthen  and  Aipport  the  foul  under  foie  trials. . 

1.  Faith  grip^  to  the  great  gofpel-promifes  of  falva- 
tion  in  and  through  Jcfus  Chrift,  and  fo  fecures  the 
foul's  main  intereft  through  eternity  j  which  is  enough 
to  make  the  foul  eafy  in  every  lot, 

2.  Faith  views  God  in  Chrift  at  the  helm  in  the 
greatett  ftorm,  and  fo  it  endures,  as  feeing  him  who  is 
invifible,  Heb,  xi«  27. 
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3*  Faith  cads  the  foul's  anchor  upon  the  rock  of  a- 
^€»  and  flays  itfclf  on  God  and  the  faithful  pro^ifes  ; 
ivhercby  the  foul  is  eaffc^l  and  disburdened  of  its  fears 
and  meiancholy  apprehenConsy  Pfal.  iv.  12.  Ifa.  1.  lo. 
4.. Faith  brings  new  (Irength  and  auxiliary  fuppHes 
of  yrrace   from  heaven »  when  the  former,  fuppl;  is  ex* 
hatifted  arxi  fpent ;  whereof  David  had  the  fweet  expe- 
rience, PfaL  xxvii  13.     As  God  doth  plant  and  a£luatc 
grace  in  the  fou)|  fo  he  is  pleafed  to  come  in  with  fea- 
fonable    fupplies  and  reinforcements  to  the. weak  and 
decayed  graces  of  his  people,  anfwerable  to  their  pre- 
fent  exigencies  and  preiTures ;  And,^thu&  be  doth,  from 
-time  to  time,  feed  tlie  believer's  lamp  with  fre(h  oil^ 
giving  more  faith,  more  love,  more  hope,  and  more 
defircs'^  and  hereby  he  gives  power  to  the  faint,  and 
ftrengthens  the  things  which  remain  when  ready  to  die. 
$.  F^th  keeps  the  foul  from  finking  under  heavy 
trials,  by  bringing  in  former  experiences  of  the  power^ 
mercy»   and  faithfulntfs  of  God,  to  the  afi9i£led  fouL 
Hereby  was  the  Pfalmid  fupported  in  diftrefs,  Pfal.  xiii. 
6.  Pfal.  Ixxxvii.  4«     O,  faith  faith,  "  Remember  what 
God  hath  done  both  for  thy  outward  and  inward  man  ; 
he  hath  not  only  delivered  thy  body  when  in  trouble^ 
but  he  hath  done  great  things  for  thy  foul  *,  he  bath 
brought  thee  out  of  a  ftate  of  black  nature,  entered  in- 
to a  covenant- relation  with  thee,  made  his  goodnefs 
pafs  before  thee ;  he  hath  helped  the«  to  pray,  and  ma- 
ny times  hath  heard  thy  prayers  and  thy  tears*    Hath 
he  not  formerly  brought  thee  out  of  the  horrible  pit, 
and  out  of  the  miry  clay,  and  put  a  new  fong  in  thy 
mouth,  and  made  thee  to  refolve  never  to  give  way  to 
fach  unbelieving  doubts  and  fears  again  ?     And  how 
unbecoming  is  it  for  thee  now  to  fink  in  trouble  V* 

6.  Faith  fupports  the  foul,  by  giving  it  a  pleafant 
view  ^nd  profpe6t  of  a  happy  outgate  from  all  trouble ; 
when  it  Ihall  be  admitted  to  fee  and  dwell  with  Cbrift 
hereafter.  Thus  was  Job  fupported  in  his  great  dif- 
trefs.  Job  xix.  25,  26,  29.  "  for  I  know  that  my  Re- 
deemer liveth  \  and  th^t  he  Qiall  iland  at  the  latterday 
i^pon  tiie  earth.    Whom'  1  (hall  fee  for  myfclf>  and 
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mine  eyes  (hall  behold,^  fcc.  A  beliemj;  view  of  the 
fours  meeting  with  its  Redeemer,  and  receiring  a  crowu 
of  glory  from  him  at  lafti  is  an  excellent  fupport  to  a 
Chriftian  under  the  heavieft  affliction  \  and  fo  it  ^ras  to 
Paal>  a  Tim.  iv.  7,  8. 

7.  Faith  gives  great  fupportj  by  the  encoura^ng  ro* 
prcfentations  it  makes  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  ptefent  con- 
cern for  the  belierer  while  under  affliAion,  As  for  ia» 
ftadce,  f  •  Faith  reprefents  Chrift  to  a  believer  under 
trials,  as  fympathizing  with  him  under  his  diftrefs,  feel- 
ing his  pain,  hearing  hb  groans,  bearing  his  burdens^ 
and  ready  to  relieve  him  in  his  .own  appointed  tim^ 
which  it  well  becometh  him  tp  wait  for. 

2*  Faith  reprefents  Chrift  as  putting  in  his  Almigb* 

a  arm  under  the  belihrer's  head,  and  conveying  invifi« 
e  ftrength  to  fupport  and  hold  Um  up  under  his  grcat>^ 
eft  prefliires. 

%.  Faith  reprefents  Qirift  as  pleading  the  affli&ed  be-  - 
licvel^s  eaufe  with  God,  and  anfwering  all  the  charges 
of  the  law,  the  challeiigea  of  confcience^  and  accufa* 
tions  of  Satan  againft  him. 

4«  Faith  reprefenu  Chrift  as  ftanding  by  the  furnace 
as  a  refiner  where  his  gold  is  melting  \  carefully  over- 
Amng  the  trials  of  his  |ieople,  that  &ey  may  work  for 
their  good  %  and  ready  to  bring  them  out  thereof^  wbeix 
they  are  fufficiently  purified  from  their  drofs* 

5*  Faith  reprefents  Chrift  as  fmiling  on  his  people 
under  the  croU|  whifpering  peafce  into  their  ears^  and 
layings  **  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  fervant.** 

DiaECT.  V.    Labour  to  bear  with  patience  whatever 
load  of  trouble  the  Lord  aj^points  for  you^ 

WE  will  perhaps  obferve  fome,  who  arc  ftrangers  to 
religion,  contentedly  enduring  very  painful  evils  \  and 
this  they  may  do,  by  virtue  of  a  natural  hardine£i  and 
refdurion  which  fome  are  endued  vrith ;  or,  upon  the 
account  of  arguments  fumifhed  with  human  prudence  i 
lU^is  only  patience  as  a  moral  virtue^  wnicb  fome 
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^tain  to.  But  it  is  patknce  as  a  (piritual  graccj  or  m  ) 
finut  of  the  Sptrit»  which '  we  tnttft  aim  at  under  our 
trail ;  that  we  may  bear  them  contenitedlv,  from  <!!• 
viae  {irificiples,  to  divine  ends.  Now,  tnis, grace  of 
patience  we  muft  eameftlj  beg  from  God  undor  heavf 
affliAioci8»  for  it  is  only  he  that  muft  work  it  in  us } 
and  tfacreforei  be  is  called  the  God  of  patience,  Rom. 
XV.  5*  Andf  in  order  to  jour  attidning  of  this  grace» 
I  ihall  lay  before  you  the  fdlowing  confiderationsj 
whidi  may  be  ufe£uJ|  through  the  Lord's  Uei&ng,  fov 
Aat  end* 

I*  Confider  the  patience  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^ 
tuuler  fufierings  inexpreffiblf  greater  than  yours.  When 
it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  and  put  him  to  grief; 
how  patiently  did  he  bear  all  ?  According  to  that  re« 
maricrble  word,  Ifa.  liii.  7.  *^  He  was  oppreffcd,  and 
lie  was  affli^ied,  yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth  r  he  is 
brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  fiaughter,  and  as  a  iheep  be* 
fore  her  flieareis  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth.** 
Now,  Chrift  fufiered  as  an  example  of  patience,  though 
it  was  not  his  chief  end  :  and  furdv  all  the  members  of 
the  body  (hould  ftudy  to  imitate  the  head  in  patience. 
Did  your  blefled  Saviour  patiently  endure  fuch  agoiiies 
nnd  prefliires  of  wrath  for  you ;  and  will  you  decUne  to 
undergo  fome  fhort  pains  or  fickoefs,  in  obedience  to 
bis  command  ? 

a.  Confider  God*s  fovere'ignty  over  you.  He  is  the 
great  Potter,  and  ybu  are  his  clay  ^  and,  why  may  he 
not  do  with  you  ai  he  pleafeth  ?  If  your  children  of^^^ 
fend  you,  you  fcourge  them,  and  perhaps  do  it  fome- 
times  widiou  reafon  ;  yet  how  ill  do  you  take  it,  when 
,  diey  refnfe  to  fubmit  ?  How  will  you  drive  and  fpur 
your  horles  under  you,  and  perhaps  fome  times  unrea- 
wnabiy  ?  Yet  they  bear  all  quietly^  and  make  no  refiC* 
tance.  Shall  they  take  blows  from  their  mailer  $  atid 
will  you  not  from  your  maker,  that  has  far  more  power 
C7€t  you  t  If  any  challenge  you  for  cruelty  to  your 
AiMren  or  bea(ts,  you  take  it  not  well,  because  you 
think  you  may  do  wh^t  you  will  with  your  own,  and 
no  man  hath  rig^ht  to  quarrel  you :  But  hath  not  God 
a  gveater  property  in  you,  than  you  in  your  cl)ildren  or 
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cattle  ?    And  will  you  not  patiently  fubinit  to  your  ^Jrik 
and  abfplute  Sovereign  ? 

3.  Confider  thy  fin  as  the  meritorious  caufe  oi  all 
thy  affllQionS)  ho^vevejr  heavy  they  be.  If  thou  haft 
right  thoughts  of  thy  finsi  and  the  aggmyatioiis  thereoff 

.  thy  mind  may  be  compofed  to  a  patient  fub/ni/Eoa  to 
God's  hand  :  If  fin  be  heavy  on  thee,  all  thy  affli£tioii» 
will  be  light.     Luther  gives  ujb  this  as  a  reaTon  why  be 
{lighted  the  rage  of  the  Pope  and  the  Emperori  and  all 
bis  outward  troubles  ;  "  They  arc  all  little  to  ime,  h^ 
caufe  fin  is  fo  weighty  on  me."     Hence  it  was^  that 
Paul  complsuned  not  at  all  of  his;  fuflerings,  for  as  great 
as  they  were ;  but  he  cried  out  much  of  hi^  fin^,  Kom^ 
▼ii.  ^3.    "  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  (hall  deli* 
▼er  me  from  the  body  of  this  d^ath  ?"    Senfe  of  (in 
doth  fwallONv  up  the  fenfe  of  afHi£liont   as  the  ocean 
doth  little  brooks.     For  with   whom   (houldft   tbou 

auarret»  but  thyfelf,  when  thou  bringeft  troubles  on 
lyfdf  ?  This  confidcration  fliould  bring  thcc  to  re- 
folvc,  and  fay  with  the  prophet,  Mic.  vii.  9.  "  I  will 
bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord^  becaufe  1  have  finned 
againft  him.*' 

4.  Confider  how  {harp  foever  the  pains  are,  you  are 
called  to  bear,  yet  they  fall  infinitely  (hort  of  what  you 
have  juftly  deferved'at  God's  hands.  It  is  of  his  infi- 
nite mercy,  that  death  and  everlafting  dedrudiion  hatb 
not  been  your  poition  long  fince  ;  and  that  you  are  not 
now  groaning  under  the  extremity  of  his  indignation 
in  the  bottomlefs  pit,  together  with  the  devil  and  his 
angels*  And,  confequcntly,  whatever  falls  fliort  of 
this,  is  truly  a  great  mercy,  and  is  fo  far  from  being, 
ground  of  quarrelling,  that  the  greateil  (uiFerer  01) 
this  fide  hell,  hath  jull  caufe  to  admire  God's  clemen* 
cy  in  dealing  more  favourably  with  him  than  he  hatb 
deferred. 

5*  Compare  thy  cafe  with  others  that  hare  been, 
or  prefcntiy  are  in  diftrcft.  Do,  not  fay,  there  is  none 
fo  hardly  dealt  with  as  thou  art  y  f^r  thou  knoweft  not. 
the  affliftion  of  others.  Confider  duly  the  trials  of 
that  eminent  faint,  Job,  in  all  the  circumftunccs  there- 
of, and  fee  if  you  can  fay,  that  your  for  row  is  near  fo    * 
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great  as  his  Ibrrow  was*    Agiin,  compare  your  cafe  ^ 
with  that  of  the  damned  in  hell,  who  lie  a^d  fry  in  end-   • 
lefs  and  ccafelefs  flames,  fo  that  they  have  no  teft,  day 
nor  night,  hut  the  fmoke  of  their  torment  afcends  for 
cfcr :  And  thmk  what  a  bleffing  it  is^  that  yOu  are  yet 
ia  a  ftate  of  falvation,  and  not  delirered  over  to  thofip 
€verlafting  burnings^  which  were  the  due  demerits  dE 
youT  finst  and  to  which  you  might  long  ago  have  been 
luftly  condemned,  had  it  not  been  for  the  patience  and 
long  faffcring  of  Almighty  God,  who  waiteth  to  be  gra- 
cious to  guilty  finners.   When  you  confider  diefe  diing^v  ' 
infte^of  being  diffatidfied  with  the  Divine  difpenfa- 
tions,  you  have  caufe  to  blefs  God,  that  matters  are  not 
worfe  with  vou ;  and  that  you  are  kept  out  of  hell  to 
this  day,  wnere  thoufands,  not  more  guilty  than  you^ 
are  pfcfcntly  roaring  in  endleis  defperation. 

Unto,  thefe  confiderations,  I  (hair  fubjoin  fome  few 
helps,  or  advices,  in  order  to  the.  attaining  of  patience  ^ 
under  fore  troubles,  i.  Labour  to  get  pardon  of  fin^ 
and  peace  with  God,  fecured  to  thy  toul,  and  this  will 
enable  you  to  bear  the  heavieft  crofs  with  patience. 
Hence  it  was  that  Luther  cried,  '<  Smite,  Lord,  as  thou 
f  wilt,  I  take  all  in  good  part,  feeing  my  fins  are  pardon- 
ed :  O,  pardon  of  fin  is  the  crowning  bleffing,  therefore 
I  will  bear  any  thing,  I  will  fwallow  up  quarrelling  in- 
to admiring;  I  will  welcome  the  pruning. knife,  feeing j  ^ 
there  is  no  fear  of  the  bloody  axe  to  fell  me  down/' 

a.  Labour  to  fee  God's  hand  in  thy  affliction.  Do 
not,  like  the  dog,  fnarl  at  the  ftone,  but  look  lip  to  the 
hand  tliat  throws  it.  And,  furely,  a  view  of  the  hand! 
of  a  holy  God,  may  ferve  to  c^m  all  the  boifterous  waves 
of  thy  corruption  \  fo  did  it  with  David,  Pfal.  xjixix.  9.' 
^  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth,  becaufe  thou 
didft  it.**  When  he  looked  to  the  inftruments  and  fe- 
cond  caufes  of  his  affliQions,  his  heart  waxed  hot,  and 
the  fire  of  his  inward  paflion  began  to  burn  and  break 
^ttt ;  but,  wlien  he  once  efpied  God^s  hand  and  feal  to  ■ 
the  warrant  for  his  corre^ion,  he  became  (ilent,  ai^d 
patiently  fubmitted  to  the  Divine  will.  \ 

3>  Get  a  humble  .and  felf  denied  frame  of  fpirit.  that 

yoa  may  have  low  thoughts  of  yourfelfj  and  of  all  your 
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fubmittmg  to  the  Ditine  will,  btrt  will  break  befofe  he 
bow«  Hence  we  lee  a  Taft  differenee  between  a  pitmd 
Pharaoh,  and  an  hunnble  EH,  uilder  the  tod ;  th^  one 
fays,  "  Who  w  the  Lord,  that  I  flioald  obey  hiift  ?*  B« 
the  other  fakh, « It  is  the  Lord,  Itt  him  do  #hat  ftcta^ 
cth  hitn  good/* 

4  Get  IbVe  fo  Jerut  Chriff,  Lore  is  an  endaring 
principle,  i  Corl  liii.  7.  It  endnreth^  all  things.  It 
makes  the  foul,  like  the  kindly  child,  draw  nearer  to 
Chrift  the  more  if  is  beaten. 

5»  Intetpret  God's  ways  and  dealings  with  yon  aJ* 
ways  in  the  bcft  fcnfe.  And,  hftly,  be  eamcft  in  pfajr- 
er,  that  God  may  conquer  your  rebellious  will,  and 
fttbdue  thofe  mutinoud  (ifings  of  heart  within  yon  ^ 
gainft  himfelf. 

DiREcr.  VI.    Beware  of  envying  wicked  nMii|  wfaeA 
you  fee  theni  in  health.acfd  profperity. 

TH£  Pialmiftj  when  he  was  chaftened  ev^y  morft- 
Ing,  and  in  great  adverfity,  wad  liable  to  this  evil,  Pfat* 
Ixxiii.  3.  **  I  was  ertvious  at  the  fop!tfh,  when  I  faw  tht 
profperity  of  the  Wicked-"   Corfu^t  nature  doth  ftrong- 
)y  incline  us  to  this  fmful  difpofition,  efpecially  in  the 
day  of  fore  affliOion':  *<  For  the  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in 
us  lufteth  to  envy,*'  James  iv.  5.     Biit,  did  we  lightly 
ccnfider  the  ftate  of  wicked  men,  we  would  fee  greater 
ground  to  pity  than  envy  them,  in  the  mod  profperouS 
condition  :  Why  ?  "  The  ptpfpcrity  of  fools  (hall  dc- 
ftroy  them,'*  ftov.  i.  30.     It  makes  them  forget  God, 
and  turn  hardened  and  fecuce  in  fih,  which  ha(tens  their 
ruin.    Who  would  envy  a  malefador's  going  u*p  a  high 
ladder,  2(nd  beifig  mounted  above  the  reft  of  the  people, 
when  it  is  only  for  a  little,  and  in  order  to  his  being 
turned  over  afid  hanged  ?     This  is  juft  the  cafe  of  the 
wickefd  i^ien,  who  arc  mounted  up  high  in  profperity; 
for  it  is  fo  only  that  they  may  be  caft  down  deeper  into 
deftruflion.    Obferve  that  word,  Pf.  xxxvii.  i,  a-  5*  Fret 
notthyfeSF  becaufe  of  evildoers,  neither  be  thou  envious 
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tbd  M>ffki8rr<lf  if^'ui^itf  :  for  they  ikall  foon  |>e 
cut  dojirn  like  p^iff^  Ccc.  ^d  that  word,  Pf*  xcCu  ?• 
^*   When  the.  vkV^4^  O^Hng  ^a  .the  grab,  and  when  9II 
the  workers  of  iniquity  do  flouri^,  it  is  that  they  (hall 
be  deftr^yed  for  erer/*     It  would  be  a  brutifh  thing  to 
ciMTf  an  oX  of  his  high  and  fweet  paft|ire,  w^eif  he  is 
OfAj  theneby  6ttcd  for  the  ddy  of  fliughter.     Who 
^vould  have  envied  the  beafts  of  old,  tbp  garlands  arid 
ribbons  with  which  the  heathens  adorned  them,  wheQ 
Acy  went  to  be  facrificcd  ?    Thefe  external  onjamepta 
of  healthy  wealth,  pleafures,  and  preferments,  wherewith 
wicked  men  are  en^owed^  cannot  make  their  ftate  happy^ 
^or  change  their  natures  to  the  bettei?.    Whatever  ap- 
pearance thofe  things  make  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
•  ihey  are  b|it  like  a  naufeous  dunghill  covered  with  fear* 
fctj  as  vile  and  loathibme  in  Go^s  fight  as  ever.     How 
•uickly  is  the  beauty  of  earthly  things  blaft^d  !  '*   The 
triumphing  of  the  wicked  i«  (hort,**  Job  xx.  y.     They 
five  in  pleafiires  on  the  earth  for  a  while ;  bai  God  f<?t8 
them  in  flippery  places,  from  whence  they  foon  Aide 
into  perpetual  pain  and  anguifh.    They  have  a  flioit 
titnc  of  niirth,  but  they  (hall  have  an  eternity  of  mourn- 
ing.    The  longer  their  profpcriry  is,  their  fins  are  the 
g eatery  and  their  fuffering^  will  be  more  grievous.    But, 
believer,  it  is  in  merey  to  thee  that  God  doth  hedge 
ftp  thy  way  with  thorns,  that  thou  mayeft  not  find  thy 

Sths ;  wkilft  he  turni)  the  wicked  Idofe,  and  fuffers 
c^m  to  ftray  and  wander  whither  they  will,  to  their 
eternal  ruii).    God  takes  ^is  niethod  with  thee  to  make 
thee  meet  for  an  inheritance,  and  prepare  you  /or  a 
npwn  of  glory  i  but  he  takes  a  contrary  way  wiA  th6 
wicked,  to  fit  them  for  deftruftion :  Therefore  yoa 
pught  not  to  be  fretful  under  his  hand,  but  thankfuK 
We  read  of  queen  EHzabethi  when  (he  was  in  prifon, 
how  (he  envied  the  poor  milk-maid  (he  faw  palling  by«  1 
and  would  have  thought  hcrfelf  happy  to  have  been  in 
her  condition :  But  had  that  afflided  princefs  known 
the  glorious  reign  of  forty- four  years  flie  was  foon  to 
enter  upon,  (he  would  not  have  repined  at  the  hlippi- 
ncfs  of  fo  mean  a  jierfon.     But,  O  affli£):ed  believer,  it 
is  not  a  gloriousrcign  for  a  fct- number  of  years,  that 
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is  provided  for  thee  ;  it  is  even  ^  ragn  Nvidi  gkirioiiB 
Chrift  diy  Redeemer  for  ever  and  ever :  And|  haft  tfaoa 
any  ground  to  be  dHcontented  or  enmus  i 

DiMCT.  VTI.  Guard  againft  repining  compbintsand 
difcontepted  murmurings,  againft  the  Providence  of 
Oodi  under  heavy  Sicknels  and  afflidion« 

W£  fee  the  murmurers  and  compt^ners.  are  clafle4 
with  thofe  that  walk  after  their  own  lu(lS|  Jude,  v.  i6. 
I  know  the  people  of  Cod  are  liable  to  murmuring  an4 
ijnapatience  alto  under  afflidion  \  but  there  is  a  great 
diffinrence  between  them  and  the  ^cked*  I  will  hare 
occafion  to  fpeak  of  believers  murmuring  afterwards, 
when  I  come  to  fpeak  of  their  cafe  in  particular;  bu^t 
bcre  I  (hall  hanHIe  the  fin  of  murmuring  in  generali  and 
as  it  appears  mainly  in  tlie  un^^^periifiei  ijuider  heavy 
affli£liont  .. .   ,         jl:     .    .    ^    '. 

This  fin  of  murmuring  is  the  frpth^ of.  impatience 
and  fey m  of  difcontent  \  it  is  firft  cheri&iecl  by  repining 
thoughts,  and  then  vented  by  uhfuitabl^. complaints  and 
cxpoflulationsjk  taxins;  the  adminiftration  of  Providence^ 
9s  if  God  dealt  too  nard  with  us«  .  Our  very  thoughts 
are  audible  with  Qod,  yea,  as  loud  in  his  ears,  as  words 
.  are  in  ours  \  but  it  is  yet  worfe,  when  repining  thoughts 
are  not  crufhed,  but  fuiiered  to  break  forth  intoword^ 
tending  to  the  4i(honour  of  Qod« 

^f/r^.  ^*  But,  is  i^  altogether  unla^^rful  to  complain 
of  affliftiou,  whatever  be  pur  ^afc  ?* 

Anf*  Humble  complaints  are  not  murmurings,  nor 
iinful  in  themfelves,  otherwife  there  would  be  no  room 
for  prayer,  and  for  fpre?ding  out  oxir  di(lre0ed  cafe  be- 
fore the  Lord.  We  find  God's  children  making  com- 
plaints in  afHidion  i  but  when  they  do  not' complain  o£ 
God,  but  to  God,  with  an  humble  enquiry  into  the  caufc 
and  meaning  of  ^is  difpenfations,  and  laying  all  the 
blame  upon  themfelves,  as  did  Job,  chap.  x.  1,2.  **  I 
will  leave  my  complaint  upon  thyfelf.  I  wUl  fpeak 
in  the  V^tteifnefs  of  my  fouj,  I,  will  fay  unto  God,  do 
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not  condemn  me ;  (hew  me  wherefore  thou  concendeft 
with  me.*  Thus  the  blefled  Son  of  God  himfelf  did 
in  hU  diftreisy  when  he  crted«  *'  My  God>  my  God^ 
wrhy  h$ft-thoa  forfaken  me  ?**  But  there,  we  may  ob« 
lenre,  he  complains  to  God,  not  of  God  }  he  hath  ,not 
a  hard  woid  or  diought  bf  God,  but  exprefieth-a  holy 
confidence  in  God,  ^  My  God,  my  God,"  he  hath  two 
irords'  of  faith  for  one  word  of  fear.  He  humbly  en- 
quifta  into  the  caufe  of  die  difpenfacion,^  %nA  deGies  to 
bring  up  his  will  to  God,  not  that  God  ihould  bring 
down  his. will  to  him :  If  it  be  poffible  (fays  be)  let  this 
cup  pafs  ;  however,  glorify  thy  name,  provide  for  thy 
*  own  glory,  and  do  with  me  what  thou  pleafeft.  In  this 
inattcr  our  Lord  doth  fet  himfelf  as  an  example  of  pa* 
tience  to  us,  teaching  us  to  beware  of  impatient  mur« 
muring  and  quarrelling  with  God's  Providence  in  our 
afflidion ;  which  many  times  we  are  guilty  of,  either 
wbeu  we  harbour  harfh  thoughts  of  God's  dealings,  or 
break  forth  into  rafli  and  onadvifed  fpeeches ;  when  we 
charge  God  fooUQily,  aiid  complain  either  of  too  much 
feverity,  as  Ezek.  xviii.  2, 25.  Or  of  coo  long  delay,  at 
Ifa.  xlix.  I4<1  Or  when  our  complaints  are  mixed  with 
unbelief  and  diftruft,  as  Pfal.  Ixxviti.  19.  Or  when  we 
complain  more  of  purjpunilhment  than  we  do  of  our  Gn^ 
and  npthing  will  fatisfy  us  but  deliverance  from  trouble^ 

Now,  to  deter  you  from  thofe  rpnrmurtngs  and  cam* 
plaints  in  trouble,  I  (Kail  lay  before  you  the  following 
confiderations :  i«  They  who  deferve  worft,  do  com* 
monly  complain  and  murmur  moft,  and  are  moft  ready 
to  think  they  are  hardly  dealt  with.  The  untliankful 
Ifraelttes  were  ftill  murmuring  \  ambitious  Ablalom  was 
difcontcnted ;  bloody  Uaman,  in  the  midft  of  all  his 
greatncfs,  cries  out,  •*  What  doth  all  this  avail  me  ?* 
Bat  humble  Jacob  faith,  he  was  not  worthy  of  the 
lead  of  all  the  mercies  and  truth  which  GoA  had  ihew* 
cd  him.  And  holy  Job  blefles  God,  and  patiently  fab- 
inits,  when  he  cook  from  him^  as  well  as  when  he  gave 
him.    ' 

a.  Murmuring  is'a  fin  that  God  takss  fpeciat  notice 
of,  and  looks  on  it  as  an  injury  and  affront  doneimme* 
^lately  sigainft  himfelf^  N(4m.  xiv.  97.  <*  I  have  heard 

the 
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die  mnrtnurinirtf  of  the  cliildreii  of  IfraeU  wbich  Atf 
trttitnuT  sgamft  irse.''  He  thtt  giTeft  ear  to  the  groani 
pf  hi3  own  ffvrit,  doth  alfo  hear  the  grttm^ing^  of  ihinei 
aiid  will  re<;Iu>n  with  thee  for  ihem* 

3.  It  can  nowife  benefit  or  relieve  us  in  difticis.  I 
may  fay  of  finful  complaining,  (as  Chrift  of  finful  case) 
which  of  youy  by  complainingt  can  add  one  culut  to  hti 
ftatore  ?  What  eafc  or  relief  can  you  get  by  contend* 
ing  with  God  ?  Mayi  inilead  of  eafing  you  of  your 
burden,  it  will  make  it  heavier;  a»  a  child,  the  mote 
he  (iruggles  with-  his  parents,  he  is  the  more  beaten* 
The  Ifraelites  were  once  within  eleven  days  joutxiey  of 
Canaan  ;  but,  by  their  murmurings,  they  provoked  iioi 
to  lead  them  forty  years  march  in  the  virildcmefs^  before 
they  could  reach  it. 

4.  Whatever  be  your  diRrefs,  there  is  no  juft  ground 
for  complaints  whiiil  thou  haft  thy  life  for  a  prey.    Re- 
member that  word  of  the  affli£led  church.  Lam.  iii.  39* 
-^^  Wherefore  ((odi  a  liviog  man  complain,  a  ^an  ioi 
the  puniihment  of  his  fins  r    A  man  living,  9  man 
upon  the  earth,  a  man  out  of  hell,  hath  no  caufe  to 
complain,  whatever  be  his  aflidionf.    Bor,  let  him 
compare  his  fin  and  punifhment  together,  and  he  will 
find  there  is  no  proportion :  Sin  is  a  tranfgreffion  a- 
gaitift  the  infinite  Qod  \  punifliment  is  but  an  a^Udtion 
upon  the  finite  creature :  Sin  ftrikes  at  the  very  being 
of  God :  but  punifhment  only^at  the  comfort  of  th^ 
creature.    So  that  whatever  your  puniihment  be,  yott 
have  move  caufe  to  give  thanks  than  to  complain,  and 
to  fay,  with  Ezra,  **  Thou  haft  puniflied  us  lefs  than 
our  iniquities  dcierve  :  tt  might  have  been  a  thouiand     ^ 
times  worfe,  if  ftrid  juftice  had  been  the  rule :  It  ^  of 
theXord's  mercies  we  are  not  confumcd. 

5.  When  you  murmur  under  ficknefs,  you  quanci 
with  the  meflenger  of  that  fovereign  Gocl  who  gave  you 
your  lives,  and  can  take  them  again  when  he  chinks  fit ; 
and  we  knoW|  meflengcrs  ought  not  to  be  maltreated 
or  abufed,  whatever  be  their  commiilion,  and  far  le{s 
when  they  are  ient'upon  a  good  defign.  Now,  if  you 
confider  tne  defign  0/  this  meflenger,  and  his  errand  to 
ycuy  inftead  of  fretting  and  quarreUng  at  his  coming» 

you 


.  yon  ought  tadier  to  hlttt  God  that  {bhds  fuch  z  fuitable 
mtbtnger  atid  foTerutider»  to  tell  you  that  death  ig  aj^ 
proaching,  and  that  he  Toochiafed  to  take  fo  much  pama 
on  you,  to  wean  you  from  the  world,  and  make  tou 
'Willing  to  be  gone,  by  long  continued  trouble ;  when 
lie  might  hare  leized  you  in  a  violent  manner,  and  drl-* 

.  Ven  you  away  by  main  force,  without  iifing.  any  means 
to  obtain  your  confSent  Have  not  niany,  who  were 
moft  unwilling  to  die,  at  the  beginning  of  a  ficknefs* 
been  brought,  by  the  inereafe  and  continuance  of  it,  tb 
be  well  fadsfied  to  leare  the  world,  and  long  tol^  witli 
dirift  ?    And  was  not  this  for  their  advantage  ? 

6.  Confider  the  great  eril  atid  finfulnefe  of  impatient 
tnnrmurings,  complaints,  and  quarreUings,  under  af« 
flx£lion. 

1.  Murmnrings  hath  in  it  much  unbeS^f  and  di& 
truft  of  God,  Pfal.  kvi.  24,  25.  •«  They  bclfeved  not 
Ids  wordj  but  murmured  in  their  tents."  .  They  could 
not  believe  that  the  wiUernefs  was.  the  wav  to  Uanaan, 
that  God  would  provide  and  furnilh  a  table  fot  them 
there,  and  relieve  them  in  all  their  ftraits.  So  it  is  with 
MS  in  trouble ;  v^t  quarrel  with  Gknf  s  providence^  be-  . 
raufe  we  do  not  In^lieve  his  promifes ;  we  do  not  be- 
lieve that  this  can  be  eonfifteht  with  love,  or  can  work 
for  good  in  theimd* 

2.  It  hath  in  it  unthankfulnefs.  While  we  complain 
of  one  aflElidioni  we  overlook  a  thoufand  mercies*  The 
I/raelite9  murmured  fo  for  what  they  had  not^  that  they 
undiankfully  forgot  all  that  they  had.  Whereas,  a 
thankful  perfon  i«  fo  far  from  ftetting,  that  God  doth 
Hot  give  him  etery  thing,  that  he  wondefrs  that  GoA 
fliould  give  him  any  thing.  **  I  am  lefis  than  the  lead 
of  all  thy  mefcies,^  faid  Jacob.  We  are  perplexed,  faid 
Paul,  but  not  in  defpair ;  we  have  God  to  go  to,  which 
is  matter  of  praife ;  but  the  murmurer  unthankfuUy  o- 

'    "verlooks  all  his  prefent,  and  forgets  all  his  former  mer* 

cies;  and  gives  not  God  thanks  for  any  thing.    Be- 

caufe  God  removed  his  comforts,  his  health,  ^ftrengtii, 

-and  cafe,  for  a  time;  all  the  years  he  formerly  cnjay- 

ed,  though  moft  undcfcrvedly,  ate  quite  buried  in  ob« 

,  liviot!« 

3»If 


3»  It  implies  nliuch  pnde  and  felf-comreit.     He  daT.  li 


^mpkins  of  God's  dealings,  fecrtdy  apphuds  his 
defervings*  Only  by  pride  conies  contention.  Wlien 
n>en  have  a  conceit  of  tbenifelTes,  they  pick  qdarrels 
with  God's  providencei  being  apt  to  think  they  deierve 
better  treatment  at  his  hands  i  whereas  the  humble  fool 
is  fcnfible  he  deferves  nothing  but  wrath,  and  thetefofie 
lays  his  hand  on  his  mouth  when  the  Lord  affliQ»  him. 

4.  It  involves  men  into  rebellion  againft  God*    When 
God  ftrikes  men  for  fin,  murmurers  fly  in  his  face»  and 
kick  againft  his  ftrokes,  like  bullocks  unaccuftpmed  to 
the  yclce-    They,  in  fome  refpeA,  refemble  that  defpc- 
rate  apoftate  Julian,  of  whom  it  is  written,  that  he  (hot 
up  his  darts  againft  heaven,  when  he  was  in  diftrefa* 
They  fulfil  that  wotd,  Prov.  xix.  3.  «  The  foplifhnefr 
of  man  perverteth  his  way,  and  his  heart  fretteth  a^ 
gamft  the  Lord."    The  repining  heart  boils  with  lage  ; 
againft  God  and  his  difpenfations,  like  thofe  wicked 
Jews  when  hungry  and  hard{y  beftead,  Ifa.  viii*  2f* 
**  They  (hall  fret  thcmfelves,  and  curfe  their  king  and 
their  God,  and  look  upwards." 

5.  It  imports  much  impenitency  and  unhumblenef^ 
for  fin  ;  and  that  we  have  feen  little  of  the  intrinfic  e» 
vil  of  fin ;  and  of  our  ilUdefervings  for  it*  Can  we 
truly  believe  that  x>ur  fins  deferve  helUfire,  and  yet  im« 
patiently  repine  at  fickneis  and  iefier  ftroJces  upon  our 
bodies  ? 

6.  It  includes  much  atheifm  and  blafphe^iy  againft 
God,  and  his  infinite  perfedlions,  in  feveral  refpe£ls:     ^ 
(i)  Bv  our  impatie'  t  murmurings,  we  either  virtually 
deny  that  things  here  below  are  governed  by  God's  pro* 
vidence ;  or  clfe,  ^  .  ^ 

(2)  We  tax  his  providence  with  ixprighteoufnefs  in 
the  management  thereof ;  as  if  God  did  withhold  from 
us  what  is  due,  or  infli£l  on  us  what  we  have  not  de* 
ferved.  O  what  atheifm  is  this !  Shall  not  the  judge 
of  all  the  earth  do  right  ^  May  he  not,  upon  the  juil- 
eft  ground,  anfwer  every  murmur,  as  Matt.  xx.  ijt 
*'  Friend,  I  do  thee  no  wrong  i 

(3)  ^^  in  cffie£)t  grafp  at  uie  fovereignty,  and  ufurp 
die  throne  of  the  Moil  liigh  God|  and  would  have  the 
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"dilpobl  of  things  in  our  hands ;  yea,  we  prefume  to 
fammon  God  to  our  bar  to  give  account  of  his  adminif- 
Cration,  vhen  ire  take  upon  us  to  quarrel  any  of  his 
dHpenfations.  Alas*  we  little  remember  the  woe  that 
is  pronounced  againft  fo  doing,  If.  Ixt.  9.  *'  Woe  unto 
Kim  that  ftrireth  with  his  M Aer :  (hall  the  clay  fay  to 
him  that  faihionefh  it,  what  makeft  thou  i  or  thy  work^ 
he  hath  no  hands  ^ 

.  (4  )  We  on  the  matter  take  fin's  part  againft  God ; 
we  either  juftify  it,  or  extenuate  its  eril^  and  allege,  by 
oar  murmurings,  that  God  is  unrighteous,  to  punim 
foch  fmall  fins  with  fucfa  heavy  afflidions. 

CjO  Wc  virtually  queftion  God's  power  to  reach  us 
a  great  Mow,  when  we  enter  the  lifts  with  God,  and 
contend  with  our  Maker  :  Is  it  not  in  efFed  to  fay,  we 
know  how  to  reduce  him  to  ouf  terms,  or  make  our 
party  good  againft  him  ? 

(6  )  We  difparage  his  wifdom,  and  take  upon  us*  to 
be  his  counfellors,  as  if  we  could  inftru£t  him  better  in 
the  management  of  afiairs,  and  teach  him  what  i$  fit  to 
be  done  with  his  creatures.  Hear  what  the  Lord  faith» 
Job  zi.  1.  **  Shall  he  that  contendeth  with  the  Almighty^ 
infirud  him  ?  He  that  reproveth  God,  lee  him  anfwer 
tt."  Murmuring  is  a  reproving  of  God,  and  a  charging 
hitn  with  ill  condu£lj  faying  in  effeA,  with  Abfalom^ 
**  There  is  none  that  tsdces  care  to  order  men's  affairs ; 
O,  that  I  were  king  of  the  world  !  then  ihouid  things 
be  better  ordered  than  now  they  are**'  So  blafphemous 
sa  the  language  of  our  impatient  murmurings*  Let  us, 
therefore,  be  aihamed  of  them,  and  abhor  ourfelves  in 
dtift  and  aOies,  for  our  fooliflinefs  in  cenfuring  the  ac* 
tions  of  the  only  wife  God*  Shall  a  poor  ignorant 
paflenger,  that  underftands  not  the  ufe  of  the  compafs, 
be  angry  that  the  (kilful  pilot  will  not  fteer  the  veflel 
according  to  his  pleafnre. 

(7.)  We  hereby  flight  and  undervalue  the  riches  of 
I^ivinegoodnefs,  of  which  we  have  formerly  (hared,  and 
do  dill  partake ;  like  the  foolifli  and  peevifh  children, 
if  they  cannot  have  their  will,  and  get  fomething  they 
want,  do  prefently  throw  away  the  thaigs  which  they 
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have*  faying,  with  unthankful  Hainan,  <<  All  this  avmM- 

eth  me  nothing." 

Lastly^  I  might  add,  This  fin  hath  foroe  refemUanoe 
to  hell  itfclf ;  for  there  the  damned  do  continualif  vex 
and  torment  themfetves  with  their  fretting  and  innpa- 
tient  thoughts,  which  caufe  them  to  break  out  into  fear- 
ful rage  and  blafphemy  againCt  God. 

!fuest,  ^*  But  how  (hall  we  prevent  (iich  dlfcontented 
murmurings  ?  for  fometimes  trouble  is  fo  great,  we  can- 
not bear  it  patiently." 

.  Am*  God  hath  given  you  reafon  to  bear  rule  over 
paflion,  and  fumiCh  you  with  ilrong  arguments  to  pre- 
yail  againft  difcontents.  Why  then  (hould  you  be  {o 
brutim  as  to  dethrone  reafon,  and  fuffer  fenfe  and  paf- 
fion  to  govern  you  ?  Are  you  not  Chriftians,  and  fwom 
to  live  according  to  the  rules  of  that  excellent  religion  ? 
Why  then  do  you  zQ,  fo  contrary  to  your  profeflion  and 
engagements. 

Befides  what  I  have  already  faid,  I  fhall  add  fome 
few  remedies  more,  for  the  cure  of  this  murmuring  di£> 
temper. 

I.  Look  on  thy  murmurings,  as  worfe  than  all  thy 
pains  and  troubles  whatfoever ;  thofe  are  but  afflidlions 
from  God,  but  thefe  aie  (ins  grievous  and  provoking 
unto  God. 

f.  Remember  the  judgments  which  murmuring  hath 
brought  down  from  heaven  upon  finners.  Miriam  was 
fmitten  with  a  leprofy  for  it ;  Dathan  and  Abiram  wer^ 
fwallowed  up  alive ;  fiery  ferpents,  plagues,  and  exclu- 
fion  from  Canaan,  were  Ifrael's  judgment  for  dus  fin, 
I  Cor  X.  lo.  *<  Neither  murmur  ye,  as  fome  of  them 
murmured,  and  were  dcftroyed  of  the  deftroycr."  The 
arrows  which  murmurers  ihoot  againft  heaven,  do  foon 
return  upon  their  own  heads. 

3.  Whatever  thy  fufFerings  are  for  the  prefcnt,  yet 
ftill  believe  thy  cale  might  be  worfc.  The  troubles  that 
light  upon  the  body,  are  nothing  fo  terrible  as  thpfe 
that  li^hton  the  foul,  Prov.  xviii.  14.  "  A  wounded 
fpirit  who  can  bear  ?*'  They  are  nothing  to  what  thy 
innocent  Saviour  Aiffered  upon  the  crofs  \  yea,  nothing 

to 
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to  what  Ibme  martyrs  have  endured  for  the  truths  of 
the  gofpel. 

4.  G»ct  very  low  thoughts  of  yourfelf,  and  a  deep 
feofe  of  ill  <leferving8  for  fin.  O !  (hould  a  fire-brand 
of  hell  murmur  for  temporal  aiRiflions  ? 

5 .  Be  ftill  examining  thyfelf,  rather  than  eenfuring 
God.  Doth  God  feem  to  neg1e£l  thee,  fayi  Alas,  it 
is  moft  jud  I  Have  I  not  negledied  him,  and  given  a 
deaf  ear  to  his  calls  many  a- day  ? 

6.  Bear  in  mind  that  thofe  troubles  will  not  lad ; 
Acre  is  a  great  change  near  \  either  they  will  iflne  in 
life  or  death.     If  life,  you  will  be  aihamed  you  had  no 
more  p.uience  when  (ick  -,  if  death,  then  if  you  belong 
to  Chrift»  it  will  give  a  finilhing  (Iroke  to  all  troubles 
and  complaints,  and  heaven  will  make  amends  for  all. 
But  tf  you  be  not  in  Chrift,  whatever  your  afEidtons  be 
now,  troubles  a  thoufand  times  worfe,  are  abiding  you 
in  another  world :  Death  will  turn  thy  croiTes  into  pure 
unmixed  curfes  \  and  then,  how  gladly  wouldft  thou  re- 
turn to  thy  former  afBi£led  fl:<ite,  and  purchafe  it  at  any 
rate,  were  there  any  poflibility  of  fuch  a  return  \  You 
now  fly  out  in  a  paffion,  and  fay  you  are  not  able  to 
bear  what  you  complain  of  i  but  confider,  if  you  will 
not  obediently  bear  God's  rod  now  \  you  will  then  bear 
more,  whether  you  will  or  not  \  and  God  will  make 
vou  able  to  bear  more,  when  there  will  never  be  any 
nopes  of  relief. 

7.  Study  to  give  vent  to  thy  forrow  in  a  w^ay  of 
prayer  and  praife.  An  oven  (lopped  is  the  more  hot 
within;  but  the  breath  of  prayer,  or  praife,  gives  eafe. 
If  we  did  complain  more  to  God,  we  (hould  complain 
lefs  of  God.  What  a  mercy  is  it,  that  you  have  ftill 
God  to  go  to  ?  Improve  the  privilege,  confefs  unwor- 
thinefs,  and  beg  the  grace  of  patience  and  fubmiOion 
out  of  Chrift's  full  treafures.  Be  alfo  praifing  God  for 
mercies  received  5  and,  however  bad  thy  cafe  is,  blefs 
Gpd  it  is  not  in  hell  \  you  are  in  the  land  of  hcpe. 
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CHAP,   IIL 

Containing  fpecial  DireSlions  to  the  Children  of 
God,  when  under  Sicknefsj  or  any  other  Af^ 
fiiSHon, ' 

DiKBCT.  I^  Let  bdierers  cfpecially  guard  againft  Fauit« 
ingSi  or  dcfponding  under  God's  affliding  hand. 

THIS  is  an  exhortation  which  God  in  a  pe<^liar 
manner  direds  unto  his  children,  Heb.  xii.  5. 
**  Afy  foni  defpife  thou  not  the  caftening  of  the  Lords 
nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him."  There  are 
two  extremes  mentionedi  defpifin|;and  faindng ;  Ifpoko 
of  the  firft  before,  in  Chap.  IL  DireA.  IL  It  ia  a  AvXf 
to  feel  our  affliction,  but  a  fin  to  faint  under  it.  God'a 
people  may  be  faid  to  faint  under  their  trials,  when 
they  fink  or  defpond,  or  give  way  to  fretting  or  repin^ 
ing  under  them.  In  the  preceding  DireAion,  I  feoke 
of  the  evil  of  murmuring  in  general  \  here  I  (halt  ^ak 
of  believers,  fainting  in  particular* 

1.  Khali  enquire  whence  their  fainting  under  af* 
fli£lton  doth  proceed. 

2.  Bring  foroe  arguments  and  helps  againft  this  eviU 
3*  Anfwer  fome  objeflions  of  fainting  believers. 

1.  As  to  the  firft,  whence  thofe  faintings  in  believers 
do  proceed  :  i .  They  proceed  from  the  grievoufneis  of 
their  af&i£lion,  and  the  heavinefs  of  their  burden,  which 
is  ready  to  amaze  and  ftagger  their  thoughts,  and  fink 
their  fpirits  with  fear  and  defpondency.  Hence  did  the 
Pfalmift  complain,  Pf-  Ix.  3.  «  Thou  haft  (hewed  thy 
people  hard  things  ;  thou  halt  made  us  to  drink  the  wine 
of  aftonifhment."  And,  Pf.  Ixix.  2.  "  I  fink  in  deep 
mire,  where  there  is  no  ftandmg :  I  am  come  into  deep 
waters,  where  the  floods  overflow  me." 

2.  From  the  fmallnefs  .of  their  fpiritual  ftrength, 
and  parcicularljr  the  weaknefs  of  their  faith,  Prov*  xxtv. 

10. 
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10*  ^  If  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  adverGty^  thv  ftrengdi. 
is  fmalL  _   Whence  was  ic^  that  Peter  fainted  and  be-* 

Etti  to  nnk  in  the  waters^  but  from  the  weaknefs  of  bis 
ith?  Mat.  xiv.  30,  31.     We  know  not  our  ftrength 
till  it  be  Cried.    Sometimes  we  have  fach  a  conceit  of 
it,  that  we  think,  like  Paul,  we  can  walk  upon  a  fea  of 
trouble  :   But,  in  a  little,  behold  fome  furprifing  Uaft 
aflaults  our  confidence ;  And  then  we  faint,  and  cry 
out  With  him,  **  Htip,  Lord,  or  clfe  we  pcri(h."    Peter 
reckoned  only  upon  the  fea,  but  did  not  think  of  the 
boiftetous  wind  \  and  he  looked  to  his  dangers,  more 
than  to  the  power  that  was  to  carry  him  through  them* 
3.  From  their  impatience  of  delay.     When  deliver* 
ance  is  lo^g  a-coming,  it  is  not  eafy  to  wait  God's  lei- 
fttre,  and  to  keep  tlK  heart  from  dtfpcrate  conclufions, 
Pfai.  xxxi,  22.  "  I  faid  in  my  hade,  I  am  cut  off  from 
before  thine  eyes*" 

4«  From  the  power  of  fatan's  temptations,  and  fu- 
rious ailaults*  When  fatan  is,  let  loofe  in  time  of  af- 
iU£^on  to  throw  in  his  fiery  darts,  the  believer  is  ready 
to  faint,  and  f-iy,  as  Pf.  Izzvii.  8.  '*  Is  his  mercy  clean 
gone  for  e^er,'*  &c. 

5.  From  their  wearifome  conflids  with  a  body  of 
death,  and  an  ill  heart.  Thcfe,  in  time  of  afHidion, 
do  add  affli£Uon  to  the  affli£):ed. 

6.  From  long  and  great  defertions*  When  God 
hides  his  face  from  the  believer  in  afRi£lion,  his  foul 
faints  under  it,  as  in  Ifaiah  xliv.  14.  ^*  Zion  hath  f<tid, 
the  Lord  iiath  forfak^n  mci  tny  God  hath  forgotten 
me.*' 

7.  From  the  confcioufnefs  of  their  guilt,  and  ill  de<- 
ferrings  before  God,  upon  the  account  of  old  fins,  a* 
bafe  of  mercies,  and  untender  walking  before  God. 
Afflt£iion  doth  revive  old  fins,  as  with  Job,  Job  xiii.  26* 
**  Thou  writefl  bitter  things  againd  me,  and  makeft 
me  to  polTefs  the  fins  of  my  youth."^  His  oid  fins,  and 
guilt  of  his  youthful  follies,  now  revived  upon  him,  and 
fat  dofe  to  his  confcience  \  which  occafioued  his  faint- 
ing under  his  burden. 

8.  Great  afflictions  do  frequently  cloud  the  belie- 
ver's graces  and  evidences    for  heaven,    and  dlfcorcr 

thcr 
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their  corruptions ;  whereby  they  are  made  to  fink  un- 
der thcir^  trial.  They  fee  more  unbelief,  tmpsitiencc, 
diftruft,  and  enmity  to  God  in  them,  than  they  faw 
before ;  they  fee  n)ore  of  the  weaknefs  of  grace,  and  ef 
their  want  of  faith  and  love,  than  before ;  whereby 
they  are  fometimcs  tempted  to  raze  the  foundation,  am! 
fay,  all  their  former  attainments  were  but  delufionsy 
and  their  pvofeflions  but  hypocrify.  Thefe  thin^  make 
aiHtftions  fometimes  very  heavy  andTinkingto  the  peo- 
ple of  God* 

II.  In  the  next  place,  for  preventing  and  helping 
this  evil  of  fainting  undtr  afflidiion  ;  let  believers  co&« 
fider, 

1.  Thefe  heavy  trials  are  all  needful  for  you.  Deep 
waters  are  not  more  needful  to  carry  a  (hip  into  the 
haven,  than  great  afflidions  are  to  cany  the  vtflels  of 
our  fouls  into  the  port  of  blifs.     Strong  winds  and 

^  thunder  are  frightful,  but  they  are  neceffary  to  pmrge 
the  air.  One  of  the  fharpeft  cilamities  that  ever  befel 
^Ifrael,  was  the  Babylonifti  captivity,  yet  even  this  was 
io*  mercy  to  them,  for  the  Lord  faith,  Jcr.  xxiv.  5-  **  I 
have  fent  them  out  of  this  place  into  the  land  of  the 
Chaldean5  for  their  good.*'  Strange  !  of  freemen  to  be 
made  prifoners>  and  that  in  a  ftrange  land  among  the 
Heathen ;  to  be  removed  far  from  their  own  houfeS} 
vineyards,  friends ;  nay,  and  from  the  temple  of  God 
and  his  ordinances ;  and  yet  all  this  for  their  good  ! 
Why  ?  They  were  hereby  cfFeAually  weaned  and  broke 
off  from  their  darling  Gn  of  idolatry.  * 

2.  ConGder  that  your  afflidion,  how|e||:er  heavy  it 
be,  will  foon  have  an  end,  Ifa.  Ivii.  i6.  *\toT  1  will 
not  contend  for  ever,  neither  will  1  be  always  wroth ; 
for  the  fpirit  (hould  fail  before  me,  and  the  fouls  whidi 
1  have  made.'*  The  goldfmith  will  not  let  his  gold  lie 
longer  in  the  furnace  than  it  is  purified;  The  wicked 
have  a  fca  of  wrath  to  drink  ;  but,  O  drooping  believer, 
take  comfort ;  you  have  but  a  cup  of  afRif^ion,  which 
will  foon  be  exhaufted.  The  time  is  near,  when  all  thy 
trials  (lull  have  an  end  :  In  heaven  there  is  no  crofsi  no 
complaint,  no  tears,  nor  forro^s  for^ever. 

3- 
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3.  Fault  not^  O  chUd  of  God ;  for  thofe  alRiaions 
arc  the  hell  whkh  thou  (halt  have ;  thou  had  nothiof^ 
to  fear  hereafter.  Judas  had  two  hells,  one  in  time* 
bf  terror  in  his  con^icnce,  another  after  this  life,  which 
endures  to  etemitf  \  but  all  the  hell  that  a  believer  hath 
is  the  light  affli£iion»  which  is  but  for  a  moment. 

4.  Defponding  or  murmuring  in  affliflion,  is  evil  in 
any,  but  in  none  is  it  fo  bad  as  in  the  children  of  God; 
It  doth  very  ill  become  their  covenants,  their  privi- 
leges, their  hopes.  Have  thej  refigned  and  given  up 
tl^oiIelTes,  and  all  they  have,  to  God,  by  a  folemn  co» 
▼enant,  and  will  they  fret  wt^n  he  difpofeth  of  them  > 
Didft  thou  not  fay,  O  believer,  in  the  day  when  thy 
heart  was  dung  with  Gn,  and  the  terrors  of  God  made 
thee  afraid,  **  O,  let  |ne  have  Jefus  Qirift  for  my  Sa-i 
viour  and  portion,  and  I  will  be  content  though  I  (hould. 
be  ftricken  with  boils  like  Job,  or  beg  my  bread  with 
Lazarus  V*  Now,  God  tries  thee  if  thou  wilt  (land  to 
thy  word  r  O  beware  of  retrading.  Hath  not  that  foul 
enough,  who  hath  an  ali-fufficient  God  for  his  portion  I 
If  God  be  thine  in  covenant,  that  comprehends  all 
things. 

5.  It  doth  difcompofe  and  unfit  the  foul  for  any 
duty.  It  is  ill  (ailing;  in  a  ftorm,  fo  it  is  ill  piaying 
when  the  heart  is  in  a  ftorm  of  difqaiet  and  defpoo- 
dency. 

6.  Your  fainting  under  affliflion,  and  carrying  as  If 
the  consolations  of  God  were  fmall,  is  enough  to  (tum- 
ble others  at  rcHgion,  and  make  them  call  the  truth  of 
it  in  queftion.  When  they  fee  thofe  that  profefs  reli- 
gion, and  have  often  declared  that  their  rejoicing  is  in 
Chrift  Jcfus  as  their  portion,  begin  to  (ink  and  defpofid 
under  outward  afflidions,  O,  may  not  they  be  tempted 
to  fay,  "  Where  is  the  truth  of  religion  ?  Where  arc 
thofe  divine  fupports  and  confblations  we  have  often 
heard  of  ?" 

7.  O  then  feck  to  get  faith  revived,  and  ftrengthen- 
cd,  and  refolve  with  Job  to  truit  in  God,  though  he 
fliould  (lay  you.  This  would  be  of  noble  ufe  to  keep 
the  heart  from  (iaking  under  prc(rure8  of  afflidlion,  as 
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the  Pfalniift  found  it  to  his  fweet  experience,  Pf«  zscvii. 
13.  *^  I  bad  fainted,  vnlefs  I  had  beltored  to  fee  tke 
goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  livingr.** 

II L  I  come  to  anfwer  fome  objc^ions  or  ezcnftsof 
fainting  believersi  which  they  do  commonlf  allcf^  at 
the  ground  of  their  difcouragement  in  their  afflidions.- 

OhjiB.  L  "  O  (faith  one)  my  affli&ioot  are  not  or* 
dinary,  they  are  fore  prefforeB  1  lie  under,  tnd  of  ▼«* 
rious  kinds  too." 

jitif,  I.  O  believer,  God  hath  taken  the  ordmngf  of 

Jrour  lot  in  bis  own  hand,  and  he  knows  what  in  fitleft 
or  you  Should  a  man  be  left  to  carve  out  \m  own  por* 
tioAy  it  would  foon  appear  he  would  be  hie  own  greatcit 
,  enemy.  We  would  all  be  for  the  dainties  of  ptoafuie 
and  profperity,  which  would  not  be  for  our  fo^f  s  health } 
as  children  think  green  fruit  the  beit  diet,  becaufe  dief 
pkafe  their  tafte ;  but  their  parents  are  wifer  to  keep 
them  from  them. 

1.  God  may  fee  yon  have  many  and  ftrong  Ivfts  t0 
be  fttbdoed,  and  that  you  need  many  and  fidre  afflic* 
tions  to  bring  them  down.  Your  pride  andobftisacf 
of  heart  may  be  ftrong,  your  diftempers  deeply  Tooted, 
and  therefore  the  phyfic  muft  be  proportioned  to  them  ) 
as  with  the  Ifraelites,  Pf.  cvii.  if,  12.  **  Becaufe  thef 
KbeDed  againft  the  words  of  God,  and  contemned  the 
oounfels  of  the  Mod  High  ;  therefore,  he  brought  down 
their  hearts  with  labour."  O  believerj^  your  God  and 
Father,  that  hath  the  mixing  of  your  cup  and  portioni 
is  a  wife  and  (kilful  Phyfician,  who  knows  your  confti- 
ttttion  and  your  need,  i  Pet.  i.  (5.  "  if  need  be,  you  are 
in  Ticavincfs  through  manifold  temptations."  And,  as 
he  knowsyour  need,  fo  he  underftands  your  ftrength* 
I  Cor.  X.  13.  ••  Faithful  is  he,  that  will  not  fuffer  you 
to  be  tempted  above  what  you  are  able.'* 

3.  God  fends  great  and  fore  troubles*,  that  you  may 
have  the  more  experien<;e  of  God*s  wifdom  and  mercyi 
in  your  fupport  and  detiTerance,  Pf.  lx<i.  20.  "  Thott 
"^hichhail  fhcwed  me  great  and  fore  troubles,,  flialt 
quicken  and  bring  me  up  ?gain  from  Ac  depths  of  the 
caith.*' 

Ohjelf* 


O^m.  L  «<  But  (faith  me)  1117  affliaion  U  fiogulaf ) 
tlftere  was  never  any  in  my  condition." 

Anf*.  f  •  It  is  very  ordinary  for  every  man  in  great  di£* 
tfefs  to  reckon  his  qifc  fingnlar,  becaiife  he  feels  beft 
what  IB  neareft  himfelf,  but  is  a  ftranger  to  what  hit 
neighbour  feeb. 

2.  This  fuggeftbn  is  one  of 'fatan's  devices,  that  he 
may  tempt  a  child  of  Qod  t3  qoeftion  his  father's  love  ( 
but  he  is  a  liar,  and  not  to  be  credited  in  .^at  he  faith  t 
For  others  of  your  brethren  have  been  afiided  in  the 
fame  kiad  and  degree,  if  not  worfe,  1  Pet.  v.  9.  **  Know- 
ing that  the  fame  affli£lions  are  accompHflied  in  your 
brethren  that  are  in  the  world." 

3.  Whatever  your  cafe  be,  you  muft  own  your  fof- 
ferap  are  not  fo  great  as  your  fins.  The  trials  of 
God's  people  in  Babylon  were  fiogukr :  Yet  Ecra  owas» 
Ezra  iv.  1 3.  **  Thoa  haft  puniChed  us  iefs^han  our  ini'- 
quities  defcrve."  If  our  provoked  Judge  ihsiU,  in  his 
clemency,  fend  us  to  Babylon  inftead  of  hell,  we  have 
ao  cautiei  to  coaAplain. 

4»  Butt  O  child  of  God,  however  thou  comi^atnefl: 
of  the  (ingularity  of  affli&ion  now,  all  fuch  complaints 
will  be  taken  out  of  thy  mouth  ere  long,  and  the  time 
is  scar,  when  thou  Aialt  be  made  to  wonder  at  the  wif- 
dom  of  Godt  in  guiding  fo  manv  fons  and  daughters  to 
^ory,  through  fudi  a  variety  0/ triak,  exerctfes,  afflic- 
tions, and  temptations ;  and  made  to  fay  as  thofe  ia 
Mark  vii.  37.  ^*  He  hadi  done  all  things  welU** 

O^.  ni<  <<  But  (faith  one)  my  affliaion  is  long 
ceotinned,  and  1  &e  no  outgatc :  and^  how  ean  I  buc 
£aint  under  it  T 

Jjtf.  !•  It  is  not  fo  kmg  as  your  fins  deierve )  for  in 
juftice  it  might  be  for  ever  \  it  might  be  the  worm  that 
never  dieth,  and  the  fire  that  is  never  quenched. 

2«  Tour  fttffetiogs  on  earth  are  i^ot  fo  long  as  yottc 
reward  in  heaven,  Rom.  viii*  i8«  >'  For  I  reckon  thiit 
the  fttfierings  of  this  prefent  time  are  not  worthy  to-be 
compared  with  the  glorv  which  (hail  be  revealed  tn  us.'* 

3*  *No  length  ov  conunuaace  of  alli&ion  here  fliduld 
Eiiider  a  believer's  comfort.    If  we  take  a  view  of  our 

Voi«L  ^  head 


DltiECT.  II.    Let  the  Children  of  God  be  exempM^ 

ry  in  Patience  and  SubmifTion  to  God  under  their 
AfflicUofis.    . 


I  TREATED  f>f  pattenee,  and  gave  fooie 
and  hdpa  to  it,  to  all  affli£Ud  perfoni  in  genecal)  Chafb 
!!•  Dtre£t.  V.  But  here  I  (hail  bring  Come  fyimd  «w 
giunettta  to  Chriftian  patience  and  Aibiniflioft»  pvopor 
for  belierers^  Too  that  God  hath  done  lb  naucb  for 
beyond  othcra,  oogbt  to  (hine  in  thia  grace  of  paatcac«» 
and  be  examploa  to  otbera  for  it,  wten  God  chalbaiio 
yoo,  diottgh  with  ? ery  fore  afili£lioa« 

t  •  Study  patience  undor  affli&ton ;  for  k  ii  tfao  0Q«fe> 
non  path  and  boaten  road  to  heaven,  that  M  die  fiuaats 
hste  trod,  who  have  gone  thiiher  before  yoo.  Behold 
die  print  of  the  foot*fteps  of  all  the  doad  of  wiinefls9 
in  thia  road  *,  and^  wonld  you  he  fiagular»  mad  cbilfe  a 
waf  of  your  own  i  When  God  fokoinly  renewed  Ilia 
coreaant  with  Abcaham,  and  he  had  prepared  the  fii- 
<Tifiee,  whereby  it  waa  to  be  ratified  and  <an6rmo^ 
God  made  a  fmoaking  furnace  to  pala  between  die 
piecea  of  the  (acrifioe^  Gen.  xv.  17.  to  let  him  know 
chat  thac  waa  a  f ttroaoe  ^  affli£iioo  attending  the  coi- 
veoant  of  grace  and  peace,  and  all  that  miter  ibeiatfi- 
10.  God  haa  appointed  that  all  the  ftone&  of  tbf  ^iii- 
tuai  and  heavenly  bailding^  OiaU  be  hewd  and  potiCbed 
by  aflifiion  here ;  and  we  are  not  to  mink  that  God's 
ordinary  way  will  be  changed  for  m*  We  muft  not 
think  to  walk  on  rofea»  whim  (o  maay  worthica  hart 
marched  through  briera  and  thoma  to  heavcti« 

a*  Confider  that  the  ereatoft  aAi£tiona  you  ineet 
withy  are  confifteot  with  the  love  of  God  1  nay»  ipviiig 
irooa  hit  love  to  you.  £very  fan£tified  rod  ta  a  gilt  aad 
royal  donation  feat  by  the  hand  of  God  to.yot:^  Pbjt»  •. 
09.  ^'  To  you  it  ii  given,  in  behalf  of  Chriftt  ml  only 
to  beUevc  on  him,  but  alfo  to  (vficr  for  hia  iak«/'  Nor 
f urely,  if  we  look  on  the  crola  aa  a  gift  and  honour,  an 
advantage  and  hleffing)  wc  would  bear  it  patiently^  Pf. 
xciv,  19.  <^  Bleflcd  is  (he  man  whom  thw  chafteneft, 
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O  Lord.'*    O  bclicTcr,  thy  tempOrsd  cfof$  comes  from 

t]b<e  iame  love  that  thy  eternal  crown  comes  from,  ac- 

oording  to  Rev*  iii  ig*  21      Men  will  not  take  pains 

to  corre£^  itubbom  fervant8»  but  will  turii  them  oat  of 

doors ;  hot  love  cotiltraint  them  to  chaftife  their  ficmt. 

Ood  out  of  hatred  lets  many  a&nncr  go  nnpuniihed  in 

tins  world  \  for»  why  OiOuld  he  prone  or  dre&  the  tree 

'«rhich  he  intends  for  the  fire  \  The  malefa£kor  cfcapcs 

fimtirgiiig  that  is  condemneii  to  the  gallows.     Job  xxi. 

30.  ^  The  wicked  is  referred  to  the  day  of  deftrvftion^ 

tlacy^ihakU  he  broog^  forth  to  the  day  of  wraths"    But 

M  is  far  otherwiliB  whh  the  chaldron  of  God«   That  is  a 

ftrange  word  which  Job  fastfa,  Jobvii.  17.  iS.  **  What 

is  man  that  thou  (houidft  magnify  ^im  \  and  that  thon 

URmldft  fiet  thine  heait  upon  himi  ^nd  diat  duns  fiiotUdft 

Tifii  him  eveiy  mornings  and  try  him  every  moment?^ 

liZow>  if  we  compare  this  place  wish  olhen  in  the  coo- 

tKAy  we  will  iee  how  he  acknowie^;cth  that  the  moft 

4>rcntfaelming  diftrefs  proceeds  from  the  hsve  and  case 

of  God,  yesi  from  his  fixaeg  his  heart  on  him,  to  mag- 

sdfy  him,  and  do  hkn  good  :  AikI  that  for  this  cad  he 

dodi  chafttn  him  every  momii^,  uid  try  him  every  mcK 

snciM  !  And  diss  with  focltafflidions  as  for  the  prefent 

sxe  fo  i^  from  being  joyoos,  as  that  they  give  the  &oi 

-no  roft,  but  make  the.  man  weary  of  his  life  \  ashees»» 

prefiod^  what  offers  his  afHLdsoa  bad  on  htm&lf*  Yesi^ 

it  may  be  obt'crved,  in  the  providtnce  of  God  from  the 

ibimdatioo  of  t|ie  world,  that  thofe  who  have  had  snott 

sWAicms,  have  had  moil  grace,  and  the  moll  eiiiiaent 

leftimonics  of  acceptance  with  God;.    Jefus  Quift  the 

Son  Sif  God,  had  the  moft  affl^ftion  of  any ;  and  yet  the 

Father  always  k>vai  htm,  and  was  well  pieafci  with  him. 

3,  Confider  die  kiglu  examples  ot  patience  which 

.God  fets  before  you  in  his  wotd.    Befides  tlu<t  ol  his 

4ca/  &>n  theXfOrd  Jeiss  Chriiik,  of  which  I  fpokebelore ; 

csnfider  the  padeiice  of  Job,  when  he  was  itvipk  of  aM 

rhis  earthly  comisns,  and  laid  under  the  grcatett  sffltc* 

iions,  yet  he  calmly  falls  down  and  woriiiips  God,  Job 

k  10.  and  faid,  ^  NsdLied  came  1  out  of  my  mother's 

womb,  and  naked  fliall  1  retutn ;  the  iiord  gave,  and  the 

|#0f4  hadi  taken  awayi  MciTed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

In 
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In  all  this  Job  finned  not,  nor  charged  God  fboliflilj* 
Confider  the  p»tience  of  David,  when  he  was  driven 
from  his  throne,  from  his  houfe,  tr\^  from  God's  fane- 
tiiary,  and  atl  tUs  by  hit  own  fon  :  Yet,  how  fabmiffire' 
i»  be  to  God  ?  2  Sam.  xv.  26.  **  Behoid  here  I  am,  let 
him  do  to  me  as  feemeth  good  tb  him."    And  when 
Shioiei  curfe4  him  and  threw  ftonel  at  him,  he  patient- 
ly bore  k,  and  woald  iuStx  nahaim  to  begone  him  for 
it,  faying,  as  2  Sam.  xfu  1 1.  *'  Let  him  akme  ;  and  let 
him  curfe,  for  the  Lord  hath  bidden  him.''  ConOdirr  the 
patience  pi  holy  Eli,  when,  though  be  heard  fiich  itevs 
as  like  a  fudden  clap  of  thunder  made  the- ears  of  Aich 
as  heard  it  to  tingle,  and  their  hearts  to  tremble,  yet  he 
calmly  and  quietly  fabmitted  to  it,  1  Sam.  m«  18:  **  It 
is  the  Lord,  let  him  da  what  feemetit  bim  good.**     He 
doth  not  fly  in  God's  face  in  a  paffion,  but  falls  down 
at  his  feet  in  a  humble  fubmiilion.    Obferve,  ^fe,  the 
wonderful  patience  of  Aaron,  when  God  affli^ed  hrm 
very  lore,  he  is  fiknt  and  {iibmiffire  under-  the  Lonfs 
handy  JLev.  x*  3.  "  And  Aaron  held  fais  peace.^   If  we 
coafider  the  greatnefs  of  the  pttni(hmeat,we  will  fee  the 
aore  caufe  to  commend  the  greatnefs  of  his  patience^ 
J.  Aaton.loft  his  cliildfen ;  not  Ins  eftate  ov  worldly 
.fid>ftance,  but  his  duldren ;  xfaefe  are  a  part  of  a  man's 
^bowels;   other   earthly  loffes   are  not  comparable  to 
this;  therelore.it  was  that  (atan,  that  cunning  enemy, 
refersed  the  k>fs  of  Job's  diildren  to  the}  Ia(t  onfet,  as 
his  great  mafter*piece  and  fliarpaft  attack.     How  fadly 
vdid  Rachel  lament  and  weep  for  her  ehildten  !  Mat. 
ii.  1 8*  Yet  Aaron  held  bis  peaoew  2.  Aaron  loft  bis  two 
fons  at  once ;  how  pathetically  did  David  bewail  the 
kis^  one  Con !  2  Sam.  xviai.  33.  ^  O  my  fon  Abfa^ 
Ipm,  my  fon,  my  fon,"  &c.  yet  Aaron  loft  both  his  fons 
together,  and  fafth  not  one  word  ;  he  held  his  peace* 
3..  Aaron  loft  them  by  a  fudden  death,  pf  which'  he 
i\ad  no  warning  \  ficknefs  uiually  prepares  men  f^  the 
(Iroke  that  is  coming  by  ^ieatb  \  but  Aaron  met  with  a 
furprifing  blow,  yet  lie  held  his  peace.    4.  Aaron's  foas 
w^re  €iot  taken  away  by  "an  ordinary  ftroke  of  God's 
haudf  but  by  an  extraordinary  fupetnatural  rodi  for  it 
i&faid,  **  there  went  out  a  fire  irom  the  Lord,  and  de- 
voured 


jaittakns  toGod^s  Chi/drm  under  j^fiiiliM.      53 

irooved  them*  and  they  died  before  the  Lord***  Ler.  x. 
a.  He  loft  them  in  Aich  a  manner  aa  might  fpeak  forth 
God's  anger  ;  oow,  a  religious  father  had  rather  lofe  all 
Kis  children  in  the  fafour  of  God,  than  one  child  in  his 
ajager  >  yet>  -whatever  were  the  bitter  ingredients  of  thk 
cup«  Aaron  vaS\POt  impatietit  agatnft  God  that  msx-^ 
ed  it  for  him,  but  \reld  his  peace,  becaufe  God  did  k. 

4.  To. engage  yon  to  patience  under  your  trials,  do 
b«t  compare  your  cafe  with  that  of  others.     Do  not 
iay,  there  are  none  afflidl^d  as  you  are  ^  for  there  are  ma- 
ny £ar  deeper  plunged  in  the  waters  of  Mara  than  yoa 
are  ;  fome  areftiil  upon  the  rack,  and  fpend  their  whole 
4lay»  dflid  years  in  continual  fighting  smd  ftrng^ting  ;  as 
in  Pf.  xxxi   10.  "  My  life  is  fpcnt  with  grirf,  and  my 
years  with  fighing."     Hare  you  fore  diftrels  in  your  bo- 
dies ?  others  have  grievous  wounds  in  their  fouls.     Di^ 
j4m  hear  die  wrath  of  man  ?  others  hear  the  wrath  of 
God.     Tott  have  but  one  Angle  trial,  orhers  have  many 
twifted  together.    Some  are  (Wipt  of  all  cOn^forts,  you 
have  coooibr^  ftill  remaining.     You  have  many  fad 
things  in  your  trial,  but  you  have  not  ground  as  yet  to 
oomplain  aa-the  Pfalmift  doth,  Pfal*  xlii.  7.  **  Ait  thy 
waMfea  and  thy  biliews  are  gone  over  me."    Take  a  view 
af  what  the  Son  of  God,  what  the  apoftks,  and  what 
the  martyra,  and  other  worthies  have  endured.    Th^ 
had  trial  of  cruel  mockings,  feourgings,  bonds,  and  im- 
prtfooments ;  they  wandercsd  in  deferts  and  mountains, 
arad  in  dens  and  eavea  of  the  earth,  bemg  deAltute,  af* 
fli£led,  tormented.     They  were-  tempted,  they  wete 
cmcified,  ftoncd  to  'death,  fawn  afunder,  ilatn  with  the 
fword,  &c     And  yet,  how  well  did  diey  take  vHth  the 
ctofii  I    Saith  Paul,  **  We  glory  in  tribulation,"  Rom. 
r.  3.     And  what  faith  James,  Jam.  i.  2.     *'  My  bre- 
thren, count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fail  into  divers  lcwpta<- 
tioUB.**     As  if  he  had  faid,  **  Rejoice  aye  mor6  and 
taow  that  you  are  a£9i&ed  •,  God  is  magnifying  you,  he 
irvifiting  you,  doing  you  good,  taking  the  more  pains 
on  yoiiy  and  fitting  you  for  glory'* 

5.  The  conSderation  of  God's  former  mercies  and 
kindneflfes  to  you  fliould  engage  you  to  patience  in  trou« 

blc. 
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ble,  and  make  you  Uufli  to  take  any  thiQg  ill  oat  of 
God*s  hand,    Thtt$  Job  taught  his  impatient  wife.  Job 
it.  10.  "  What  ?  Oi^U  we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of 
Godt  and  (hall  we  not  receive  evil  ?*•    O  belieyer,  lei 
not  thy  afHi£iion  caufe  thee  to  bury  thy  mercies  io  o-.. 
blivion.    Has  not  God  brought  thee  from  Satan'-s  fami* 
ly,  and  put  you  among  his  children/  and  will  yoa  for« 
get  or  undervalue  that  honour  i    Hath  he  ftruck  off 
3iy  fetters,  taken  off  thy  priibn  garments,  and  fct  jod 
^t  liberty  \  and  will  you  be  unthankful  ?  Hath  he  giren 
thee  Chrift  for  thy  treafure  and  portion,  and  entitled 
you  to  his  unfearchable  ridies :  and  will  you  be  difcon* 
tented  ?    Hath  he  given  you  the  graces  of  his  Spirit, 
which  are  more  precious  than  rubies,  and  will  you  qaar« 
rel  when  he  fmites  in  fome  outward  things  ?     Hath  he 
made  you  an  heir  of  glory,  and  provided  eternal  mxor 
Cons  above  for  you  \  and  will  you  be  fretfitl  for  want 
of  fome  trifles  here  ?     The  view  Mofes  had  of  the  re« 
compence  of  reward  in  heaven,  caufed  him  to  chafe  to 
fufier  afflidion  with  the  people  of  God. 

6.  The  time  of  affliction  is  ufually  God's  gmciooa 
tryfting  feafon  with  his  people,  the  time  of  dieir  rareft 
comforts  and  fweeteft  foretaftes  of  heaven,  according 
to  2  Cor.  i'  5*    Paul  and  Silas  did  never  fing  more  joy« 
fully  than  when  they  were  laid  in  the  inner  prifon,  with 
their  backs  torn  with  fcourges,  and  their  feet  fail  ia 
the  dockS}  Ads  xvi.  24.     And  when  was  it  that  Jacob 
faw  the  angels  of  God  afcending  and  defcendiog  up* 
on  the  ladder  that  reached  between  heaven  and  eaithp 
but  at  the  time  when  he  was  in  a  deftitute  cafe,  forced 
to  lie  in  the  open  field,  having  no  canopy  but  the  hea* 
venst  and  no  pillow  but  a  (lone  ^  When  was  it  that  the 
three  children  faw  Chrift  in  the  likenefs  of  the  Son-  of 
man  walking  with  them,  but  when  they  were  in  the 
furnace,  and  that  when  it  was  hotter  than  ordinary  i 
When  was  it  that  Ezeki^l  had  a  vifion  of  God,  but 
when  fitting  folitarily  by  the  river  Chebar  in  the  land  of 
his  captivity  ?     When  was  it  that  John  got  a  glorious 
vifion  of  Chrift,  but  when  he  was  an  exile  in  the  iile  of 
Patmos  ?  And,  when  was  it  tliat  Stephen  faw  the  heac 

vena 
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▼ens  opeoedy  and  Chrift  Handing  at  the  right  harnd  of 
Gqd  pleading  fof  him  \  but  when  they  were  ftoning  and 
brtiifing  him  to  death  ?  So  that  the  moft  rema»ahle 
CKperkncesof  Qod*8 kindnefiif  that belierers^get  hi  this 
.worlds  have  been  tryfted  to  the  time  of  afflidionrcTbe 
confidcration  whereof  fliould  move  every  Chriftian  to 
wait  on  the  l4ord,  and  bear  hit  croft  with  patience* 
.  7-  When  you  aie  helped  to  Chriftian  patience  and  . 
fuhmiffion  imder  Gfod't  band,  it  doth  contribute  much 
to  the  credit  of  religiooi  and  to  the  convi£lion  of  the 
world,  that  there  ia  a  certain  reality  in  the  truths  of  the 
goipel,  and  .a  great  efficacy  ifi  the  grace  of  God  which 
bears  you  upi.  and  carries  you  through  beyond  the 
ftrengui  oJF  nature. 

9.  P  .belierer,  bear  up  with  patience  under  the  crob, 
for  thou  haft^  not  long  to  bear  it*  God's  wrath  on  the 
church  abi^eth  but  for  a  moment,  yea*  a  little  ma- 
Qient,  Ifa,  xxtL  ao.  "  Come,  my  people,  enter  thou 
into  thy  chambers,  and  fliut  up  thy  doors  about  thee« 
hide^th;fe)f  as  it  were  for  a  little. moment^  until  the  in- 
dign^tipQ  be  -prerpaft ''  .  SuKely  a  moment,  a  litde  TOi>m 
incn^  which  is  the  fmaUcft  part  of  time,  will  fiioo  be, 
'  orer  3r  ^^d  wilt  thou  not  have  patience  for  a  moment  ? 
The  PAdmift  Supported  himfelf  with  this  coolideiationp. 
Pil  div  9*  ?*  He -will  pot  alwjsys  chide,,  neithcrvill.be: 
kefp  his  gnger  for  eyer»**  The  tiive  of*  indignation  will 
foott  be.orerpafty  and  the  time  of  confolation  will  fuo, 
ceed*  Q;  bisUeyei^  the. end  of  all  thy  trials  is  nea^i 
think  on  it,  and  Ipok  for  it.  Is  it  bodily  pain  or  ficluiefs- 
that  is  t;hy  4^^io|i !  Then  confider,  the  end  of  it  .wilt  be 
either  life  or  death  ;  If  death,  then  what  thou  fuffereft. 
is  the  lafl^.\>)runt«  hear  it  patiently :  Tbofe  .enemies  you 
now  fee,  you  will  fee  them  again  no  more*  In  they 
manCons  above,  there  is  no  pain  nor  crying.:  Tlie  in- 
haUtants  there  (hall  never  fay. they  are  fick  ^  and  one- 
hour  with  them  will  make  thee  forget  all  thy  fn^en*. 
tary  afflidions.  .  If  the  iffue  (hall  be  tife,  you  wUl  be 
aihaincd,  when  well,  ths^  you  bad  not  more  patience 

I  {halt  clofe  this  direction  with  the  words,  of  the  a- 

poftle  James,  Jam*  v.  10,  xi.  <*  Take,  my  brethren,  the 

Vol,  I.  L  pro^ets 
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prophets,  who  have  fpoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord^  for 
an  example  of  fuffiering  affli£lioni  and  of  patience.  Be« 
hold,  we  count  them  happy  which  endure.  Ye  have 
hprd  of  the  patience  of  Job,  and  have  feen  the  end  of 
the  I^ordy  that  the  Lord  is  very  pitiful,  and  of  tender 
mercy." 


Uk 

Direct.  Tlf.  Let  believers  be  much  employed  in  the  1^ 
praU'es  of  God,  while  they  are  under  Affli^ion  by  ■  (, 
Sicknefe,  or  otherwife 

■  a 

AS  we  (hould  blefs  the  Lord  at  all  times,  and  keep  1^ 
up  good  thoughts  of  God  on  every  occaCon  ^  fo  efpe-  1^ 
cially  in  the  time  of  aiRi£iion.  Hence  we  are  com*  l^ 
mended  to  glorify  the  Lord  in  the  fire,  Ifa.  xxiv.  15.  1^ 
And  this  the  three  children  did  in  the  hotted  furnace. 
So  Job  blefTed  God  when  he  had  taken  away  his  great- 
eft  comforts,  Job  i.  21.  And  this  is  agreeable  to  that 
command,  i  Thcff.  v.  18.  •*  In  every  thing  give  thanks*" 
I  grant,  indeed,  we  cannot  give  thanks  for  afflidions  bs 
affli&ion,  but  either  as  it  is  the  meaqi  of  fome  good  to  K 

us,  or  as  the  gracious  hand  of  God  is  fome  way  remark- 
able therein  towards  us.  In  this  refpe£l,  there  is  no 
condition  on  this  fide  of  hell,  but  we  have  caufe  to 
praiie  God  in,  even  in  the  greateft  calamities.  Heoce 
it  was  that  David,  when  he  fpeaks  of  his  afflidion,  Pf. 
cxix.  67.  adds  prefently,  *'  Thou  art  good,  and  doft 
good.**  And  he  declares,  ver.  65.  •*  Thou  haift  dealt 
well  withthy  fervant,OLord,  according  unto  thy  word.^ 
Hence  Paul  and  Silas  praifed  God  when  they  were 
fcouTged  aud  imprifoned. 

Well,  then,'  O  believer,  obiry  the  command  of  thy 
God,  and  imitate  his  worthies,  by  praifing  God  under 
thy  affliflion.  i.  This  pra£tice  would  be  very  pleafant 
and  acceptable  to  God ;  for  as  mufic  is  fweeteft  on  the 
waters,  lb  praife  is  moft  agreeable  to  God  from  an  af- 
fli6ied  foul  on  the  waters  of  trouble.  It  is  a  fign  of  a 
noble  and  generous  fpirit,  to  fing  die  praifes  of  God's 
goodnefs  while  his  hand  is  afiU£ltng  us.  Dillrefs  and 
danger  will  make  the  wickedeft  to  pray ;  bul  it  is  a 

principle 
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principle  of  love  and  gratitude  that  makes  thy  foul  to 
praife.  2.  It  would  bring  credit  to  religiony  to  fee  faints 
thankful  and  praiGng  God  under  the  crofs  :  It  would 
iriiike  people  fay,  furcly  they  find  fweetnefs  in  God  and 
his  ways,  that  we  fee  not ;  they  have  meat  to  eat  the 
"world  knows  not  of.  And  this  would  invite  (Irangera 
to  come  and  try  a  religious  life.  The  joyful  praifes  of 
the  martyrs  at  the  (lake,  and  in  the  flames,  made  peo- 
lie  go  home  with  love  to  religion  in  their  hearts.  3. 
f  the  ifliie  of  your  aiHi^iion  ihould  be  death,  this  em- 
ployment of  praife  would  be  a  fweet  pieparatire  to  fit 
and  difpofe  you  for  the  work  of  heaven.  Ufe  your- 
felves  much  to  this  heavenly  life,  and  be  often  trying  to 
Hng  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb  in  time  of  ficknefs 
and  trouble  \  and  this  would  fweeten  the  thoughts  of 
death,  and  make  you  incline  to  be  there,  where  praife 
ts  their  conllant  employment. 

^w£/f .  «•  What  (hould  be  the  fubjcft  of  a  believer's 
tbankfgiving  and  praife  uader  afRiAion  V* 

Anf.  He  hath  manifold  grou:  ds  of  praife;  as,  i. 
Upon  the  account  of  God's  mercies  to  him  through  the 
bypaft  part  of  his  life.  His  mercies  to  thee,  O  believer, 
cannot  be  numbered ;  compare  thy  mercies  with  thy 
croflesy  and  thou  wilt  foon  fee  thy  receivings  are  far 
greater  than  thy  fufferings.  Thou  haft  had  many  days 
of  plenty  for  one  day  of  fcarcity,  many  days  of  liberty 
for  one  day  of  ftraits,  rhany  days  of  health  for  one  day 
of  (icknefs.  And  are  not  thefe  to  be  remembered  with 
praife. 

2.  And,  more  particularly,  in  the  greateft  afflic- 
tion, thou  haft  ground  to  praife  God,  O  believer^  that 
thott  waft  bom  in  a  land  of  light,  where  thou  hadll  the 
means  of  convsrfion  to  God,  and  acquaintance  with 
Jefus  Chrift ;  and  efpecially,  that  God  of  his  free  grace 
made  thefe  means  effediial  to  work  a  faving  grace  in 
you,  when  others  are  paft  by.  Is  not  this  matter  of 
praife,  that  he  opened  your  eyes,*  humbled  your  foul, 
and  renewed  your  heart  \  that  he  gave  you  Chrift,  for- 
gave  your  fins,  and  adopted  you  into  his  family,  and 
made  you  an  heir  of  heaven  ?  Oh,  what  a  fad  cafe  would 
it  bci  if  you  were  yet  in  your  fmS|  and  in  the  bondage 
La  of 
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of  fttan  ?  If  you  had  convcrfion-work  to  bcgm  to,  if 
you  had  your  faith  and  juilificatioiii  and  intereft  in 
Chrifly  all  to  fecic,  and  all  your  preparation  for  heaven 
to  make ;  if  you  had  all  this  to  db  with  a  fick  and  pain* 
ed  body,  and  a  difordered  mind,  that  cannot  command 
one  fettled  thought,  with  the  terrible  views  of  death 
and  eternity  before  your  eyes !  This  is  the  cafe  that 
God  in  juftice  might  hate  left  you  to.  Well,  then^ 
ought  you  not  to  praife  God,  that  fent  his  Holy  Spirit 
in  time  to  determine  your  hearts  to  clofe  with  Qirift, 
and  be  reconciled  to  that  God  you  are  (hortly  to  appear 
beford ;  and  that  thofe  fins,  which  now  would  have  been 
your  terror,  are  all  forgiren  and  waCbed  away  through 
the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  ? 

3*  Is  it  not  matter  of  praife,  in  thy  greateft  troublct 
that  thou  haft  a  great  high  prieft,  that  is  pafled  into  the 
heatens,  to  provide  a  manfion  with  the  Father  for  thee, 
and  to  receive  thy  foul  when  feparated  from  the  body ; 
**  that,  where  he  is,  there  you  may  be  alfo  ?'* 

4.  You  have  caufe  to  blefs  God,  that  he  fends- fuch 
fuitable  harbingers,  as  Gckncfs'  and  trouble,  to  tell  you  that 
death  is  approaching  \  and  that  he  (hould  take  fuch  pains  \ 
on  you,  to  ^ean  you  from  the  world,  and  make  you  will- 
ing  to  be  gone.  Many  of  God's  people,  that  have  been 
averfe  to  dying  at  the  beginning  of  a  ficknefs,  by  the  in« 
creafe  and  continuance  of  it,  luive  been  brought' to  be 
well  fatisfied  to  depart,  that  they  may  be  with  Chrift. 

5..  Tou  have  ground  to  blefs  God  for  timeing  your 
afiUAions  fo  well,  that  he  fent  them  not  till  he  law  you 
ftood  in  need  of  them  \  he  faw  a  need  before  them,  as 
1  Pet.  i*  6.  and  he  would  not  let  you  want  what  was 
needful. 

6.  Tou  ought  to  praife  God,  that  he  mitigates 
your  trials,  and  proportions  your  burdens  for  your 
back  •,  that  when  he  takes  a  rod  to  you,  he  hath  not 
.  made  it  a  fcorpion ;  that  when  he  deprived  you  of  one 
'^  comfort  and  enjoyment,  he  did  not  ftrip  you  of  all,  and  , 
leave  you  wholly  comfortlefs ;  that  when  you  fuffer  in 
one  thing,  he  hath  not  made  you  to  fufier  in  every 
thing,  in  foul,  body,  eftate,  relations,  and  all  together  \ 
that,  inftcad  of  affli^in^;  you  for  a  few  days,  v^  hath 

not 
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not  made  your  whole  Jife  a  fcene  of  mirerr  and  afflic- 
tion* Ble&  God  that  he  puniQieth  you  lets,  unfp^ak* 
mblj  kfs,  tbsin  your  iniquities  deftrre;  that  your  tick* 
bed  is  not  btI1>  your  fever  is  not  everlaftinfr  burnings, 
your  pain  is  not  the  gnawing  of  the  worm  that  never 
dietb. 

7.  Too  have  caufe  to  praife  God  that  your  afHi£tion 
is  not  fo  great  as  that  of  fome  others,  and  even  of  fome 
that  were  very  dear  to  God^  and  had  not  grieved  him 
fo  much  as  you  have  done.  Remember  the  trials  that 
fome  have  endured,  of  whom  the  world  was  not  wor- 
thy, which  I  mentioned  before  as  recorded,  Heb.  ai« 
Your*8  are  nothing  to  their*s,  nothing  to  Job's,  that  e* 
minent  fervant  of  God.  Obfcrve  the  difi^erence  with 
thankfgiving  and  praife. 

8  You  have  reafon  to  blefs  Co^  for  the  (Irength  and 
fupport  he  bath  given  you  under  affliction.  Tou  would 
foon  fink  and  fuccumb  under  a  fmall  burden,  if  he  did 
not  fupport  yott  by  his  grace ;  but  when  he  bears  you 
vp,  the  heaviefl  trial  (hall  not  fink  you.  Have  you  not 
met  with  fome  afflidions,  you  have  thoui^ht  at  a  di& 
tance  tou  would  never  have  been  able  xo  bear  up  under 
them  r  yet,  when  they  have  come,  you  have  found  them 
light  and  portable,  by  reafoa  of  the  ftrength  God  hath 
beftowed  upon  you. 

9.  You  have  ground  of  thankfgiving,  that  the  mer« 
cies  and  bleflings  which  God  hath  continued  with  you, 
are  far  greater  than  thefe  he  hath  taken  from  you ;  for 
though  he  hath  taken  this  and  that  temporal  bleifing 
from  you  yet  he  hath  not  taken  Chrift  from  you,  nor 
his  Holy  Spirit  from  you ;  he  hath  not  feparated  you 
from  his  love,  nor  cut  you  off  from  all  the  hopes  of 
heaven.  However  great  your  trials  be,  yet  flill  there 
is  a  mixture  of  mercy  in  your  lot,  which  mould  be  mat- 
ter of  praife. 

10  You  have  caufe,  O  believer,  to  blefs  Go<l,  that 
all  the  afflidibns  he  brings  on  you  are  in  love,  and  for 
your  profit.  All  his  ways  are  mercy  and  truth  to  you. 
if  he  fnule,  it  is  in  mercy ;  and  if  he  fmite,  it  i»  in 
mercy*  God  may  change  his  difpcnfatioa  towards  his 
childrcDj  but  never  bis  difpofition  :  his  heart  is  ftfJI  to- 
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wards  tliem,  and  t1  e  cords  wlicrewith  he  fcourgeth 
them  arc  cords  of  love.     Their  profit  is  the  great  thing* 
he  aims  at,  in  all  their  chaftifcments,  Heb.  xii.  lo.     He 
dcfipns  thereby  to  reclaim  them  from  iheir  wanderings, 
cut  off  provifions  for  their  lulls,  make  them  pant  and 
long  for  a  better  ftate,  and  caufe  them  mend  thcir.pace 
towards  it.    Hence  David  faid,  "  It  is  good  for  me  that 
1  was  afflifled  :  for  before  I  was  afRlftcd  I  went  aft  ray, 
but  now  I  have  learned  to  keep  thy  word."    Pf.  cxix. 
67.  71.     From  all  which  it  appears  you  have  manifold 
ground  of  praife,  even  in  ths  time  of  afRlclion. 


Direct.  IV.    Let  the  children  of  God,  when  vifitcd 
'  with  ficknefs,  fet  about  adlual  preparation  for  death 
and  eternity. 

£V£RY  bcKever  hath  his  main  work  done^  and  i« 
always  in  a  gracious  ftatc,  by  reafon  of  his  union  with 
Jefus  Chrtft,  hift  reconcili»tion  with  God  through  the 
merits  of  his  blood,  and  the  uaiverfai  change  that  is 
wrought  in  him  by  regenerating  and  fan£tifying  grace ; 
upon  which  account^  every  child  of  God  hath  habitual 
preparation  for  meenng  with  death*  Yet|  becaufe  fre- 
quently, when  ficknefs  Cometh,  there  are  many  things 
out  of  order  with  them,  that  make  death  frightful  and 
undefireabie,  they  muft  fet  about  a£lual  preparation  for 
death,  and  Ceek  to  |^ave  their  ibuls  made  ready  for  the 
bridegroom's  coming.  And  liere  I  (hall  fliew  wherein 
this  adual  readinefs  of  believers  doth  confift,  which 
ihould  be  their  proper  workandexercifein  time  of  fick* 
nefs,  efpeciaily  when  ficknefs  is  lingering,  and  doth  not 
deftroy  the  ufe  of  reafon.  But  beware  of  thinking  that 
this  ihould  be  delayed  till  ficknefs  come :  No,  no,  th^ 
time  of  health  is  the  main  working  f<pafon,  and  all  fhould 
be  then  put  by  hand  as  far  as  poffible.  But  feeing  even 
the  bed  geiierally  find  much  to  do  at  the  very  lail,  I 
fiiall  give  the  following  advices  for  your  adiual  prepa* 
ration  : 

I  •  Seeing  ficknefs  is  a  means  appointed  of  God  for 
his  people's  goodj  and  particularly  for  fitting  them  for 


Direeiious  to  Gofi  Children  under  j^fflcttua.      6i 

a  better  worlds  labour  eameftly  to  reap  the  benefit  of 
ficknefs,  feck  Goci*8  bleffing  upon  it,  tnat  thereby  you 
nay  be  helped  to  difco?er  more  of  the  evil  of  lin  ;  that 

i  you  may  hate  and  abhor  it  the  more  ;  and  that  you  may 

fee  more  effeflually  the  vanity  and  vexation  of  tha 

!  world  ;  and  get  your  heart  loofcd  from  all  the  things  of 

I  timei  and  brought  to  a  wtllingnefs  to  be  dliTolved  that 

!  you  may  be  with  Qhrifl. 

2.  Seeing  a  time  of  death  and  ficknefs  is  the  time 
of  your  greatcft  need,  beg  eameftly  of  God,  for  your 
Redeemers  fake,  fuch  fpecial  afliftance,  influences,  and 
operations  of  his  holy  Spirit,  ^s  he  knows  needful  for 
you  in  your  prefent  low  and  weak  condition,  in  order 
to  carry  on  and  complete  your  adual  readinefs  for  meet- 
ing with  himfelf  at  death,  and  entering  into  the  invifi- 
blc  world,  and  being  fixed  unalterably  in  your  cverlaft- 
tng  ftate. 

3.  Renew  the  exercife  of  repentance,  and  of  faith 
in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  for  removing  all  grounds  of 
quarrel  and  controverfy  between  God  and  y()ur  foul. 
And,  in  order  thereto,  review  your  bypaft  life,  and  look 
into  your  heart  alfo,  and  fearch  out  every  predominant 
fin  and  idol  of  jealoufy  \  for  if  there  be  any  iniquity  re- 
garded in  your  heart,  and  unrepented  of  i>y  you,  it  may 
occaUion  no  little  anguiOi  and  bitterneGi  of  fpiric  in  a 
dying  hour.  Well,  when  thou  haft  difcovered  fin,  hum* 
biy  confefs  and  bewail  it  beforet  he  Lord,  and  afk  for- 
givene&  for  it  through  the  blood  of  j^fus  Cfirift  the  Son 
of  God,  which  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  Yea,  make  con- 
feflion  of  all  thy  fins,  and  particularly  xtfiiQt  upon  the 
fountain  and  fpring  of  them,  viz.  thy  original  fin. 
Know  the  plague  of  thy  own  heart,  and  mourn  over 
it,  mourn  for  the  lofs  and  miffpending,  of  fuch  pre- 
cious time.  Mourn  for  the  unprofitableneb  of  thy 
life.  Now,  when  the  ax  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree, 
by  ficknefs,  it  is  lugh  time  to  mourn  for  your  unfruit- 
fulnefs  under  the  means  of  grace  and  waterings  of  the 
holy  Spirit.  Mourn  for  your  finning  againft  fuch  light 
and  love  as  have  been  many  days  difplayed  to  you  In 
the  glorious  gofpel.     And,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  mourn 

I  far  your  fins  of  qmilfioni  which  commonly  are  but 

I  little 
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little  minded  by  us*    Thus  mouin  fof  all  thy  finsj  tiD 
thou  doft  water  thy  couch  with  thy  tears.     It  is  oioft 
fuitable  that  death  ihould  find  every  man*  even  every 
child  of  God,  in  the  exercife  of  mourning  and  repent- 
ance ;  for  they  tiut  thus  fow  in  tears,  (hall  eternally 
leap  in  joy.     But  fee  that  your  tears  run  much  in  the 
gofpel-channely  and  flow  from  the  belienng  views  of 
a  crucified  Chrift,  whom  you  have  pierced  in  your  fins. 
And,  in  the  n)idft  of  your  moumingi  be  (till  aiming  to 
take  faith's  grips  of  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  for  fhelterii^ 
thy  foul  from  the  guilt  of  paft  fins :  fay,  '*  JLord  Je« 
fu8,  1  have  no  refuge  but  thy  wounds,  no  fountain  but 
thy  blood,  no  covert  but  thy  righteoufiiefs.     And  fee* 
ing  thou  freely  makeft  offer  of  thy  merits  for  my  pro«      l> 
tctlion,  and  inviteft  even  the  chief  of  finners  to  come      ^ 
unto  thee,  faying,  Look  unto  me,  be  ye  faved  :   Lord, 
I  embrace  the  offer,  and  flee  to  thee  to  cover  me.** 
O  bcrliever,  do  this,  not  once  or  twice,   but   do  it 
^  hundred  times  over;   do  it  as  often  as  thou  haft 
breath  to  draw  in  the  world,    Be  ftill  breathing  to  the 
very  laft  after  a  crucified  Jefus,  for  relief  againft  die 
guilt  of  fin,  which  thou  art  always  contraiSing,  and 
will  be,  till  the  earthly  hoafe  of  thb  tabernacle  be  dit 
folved. 

4.  In  order  to  your  aQual  readine(s  to  go  forth  to 
meet  the  bridegroom,  when  coming  to  you  by  deaths 
you  muft  do  as  the  wife  virgins.  Mat*  xzv.  7,  **  Arife 
and  trim  your  lamps.''  As  it  is  not  enough  to  have  a 
fair  lamp  of  profeffion,  fo  it  is  not  fufficient  to  have  on- 
ly the  oil  of  grace  in  the  lamp  \  nay,  or  to  have  it  burn- 
ing in  fome  degree,  lliere  is  more  requifite  at  this 
time,  that  the  foul  may  be  adlually  ready )  the  lamp 
nuiil  be  trimmed,  which  imports,  1.  A  (upplying  it 
with  more  oil  \  you  muft  feek  to  have  your  grace  in- 
creafcd,  to  have  new  degrees,  new  ftrength,  and  new 
fupplits  of  grace  given  from  God,  to  fit  you  for  the  laft 
c&nflid  with  your  fpititual  enemies,  and  efpecially  the 
hJ^  enemy,  death.  2.  It  imports  a  ftirring  up  of 
the  oil,  raificg  the  wick  fome  higher :  So  there  muft 
be  an  excitation  of  grace,  which  may  be  in  a  low  declin- 

ing 
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ing  condition :  you  muft  endeavour  to  ftir  and  raife  it 

up  to  a  more  iiTely  ezercife,  and  more  elevated  aAs* 

Stir  up  the  gift  that  is  in  thee ;  make  the  oil  bum  clear 

sad  (bine  bright.     Bring  faith,  love,  repentance  and 

holy  defiresy  to  a  lively  exercife*      3 .  This  trimming 

imports  the  cleanfing  of  the  lamp,  by  taking  away  the 

dead  a(he$  that  hinder  the  light,  or  prevent  its  burning 

fo  clearly  as  otfaerwife  it  would.     So  you  muft  labour 

to  take  a-way  the  dead  afhes  of  corruption,  that  hinder 

the  ihining  of  grace  ;  remove  all  unbelief,  earthlinefs, 

deadnefs,  felf,  and  formality,  and  whatever  elfe  doth 

fuppxefs  the  ezercife  of  faith,  love,  and  heavenly* mind- 

ednefs :  let  all  thefe  dead  afhes  be  fnufied  away  by  re* 

pentance  and  mortification.      As  you  ought  to  (Irive 

carneftly    againft    all  thofe  heart-evils  in  the  time  of 

health,  fo  now  labour  to  give  them  a.  dead-ftroke  when 

death's  harbinger  gives  you  a  fummons. 

5«  Be  diligent  in  gathering  and  fummoning  up  all 
your  evidences  for  heaven  and  ^ernal  life,  that  fo  you 
may  not  venture  into  the  dark  valley  at  an  uncertain- 
ty.   The  comfort  of  dying  will  much  depend  on  the 
dearnefs  of  your  evidences ;  it  is  therefore  your  wif- 
dom  to  examine  them  carefully,  and  fee  if  you  can 
(ay,  <*  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed  ;  I  have  con- 
fented  with  my  foul  to  the  method  of  falvation  laid 
down  in  the  covenant  of  grace.     I  am  defirous  that  the 
glory  of  it  ihoold  be  eternally  afcribed  to  the  free  grace 
of  God,  and  the  creature  be  wholly  abafed  in  his  fight. 
I  have  chofen  God  for  my -portion,  and  Chrift  for  my 
only  Saviour ;  and  the  happinefs  which  I  aim  at  is,  to 
^joy  God  in  Chrift  for  ever.     And,  in  order  thereto, 
I  depend  on  the  Holy  Spirit  to  apply  the  redemption 
which  Jcfus  Chrift  hath  purchafed  to  me,  and  to  fanfti- 
fy  me  perie&ly.     There  is  no  firi  but  what  I  hate  and 
dcfirc  to  part  withJ     I  would  rather  have  mbre  holi- 
nef>y  than  to  have  health,  wealth,  and  all  the  pleafures 
in  the  world.  '   I  earneftty  dcfire  the  flourifhing  of 
pbrift's  kingdom,  and  prefer  Jerufalem  to  my  chiefeft 
joy.**    If  thefe  your  evidences  be  clear,  you  may  chcar- 
f\iUy  take  death  by  the  cold  hand,  and  welcome  its  grim 
mefiengers.  and  long  to  be  gone  that  you  may  be  with 
Vol.  I.     .  M  Chrift. 


^^ 
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Chrift.  You  may  fay,  as  PWm  xxiii.  4.  *'  When  I 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me.*'  You  may  go  ofF 
the  (lage  with  the  Pfal mi (I's  words  in  your  mouth,  Pfal. 
xxxu  5.  *^  Into  thine  ha:  d  I  commit  my  fpirit>  for 
thou  haft  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth.** 

6  Labour  eameftly  to  overcome  the  love  of  life 
and  fears  of  death,  fo  as  to  be  content  to  part  with  all 
things  here  at  God's  call.  O  believer,  what  is  there  in 
this  earth  to  tempt  thee  to  hang  back,  when  God  calls 
thee  to  depart  ?  while  you  are  here,  you  may  lay  your 
nccount  with  many  loiTes,  crofles, .  difappointments, 
griefs,  and  calamities,  of  all  forts.  Friends  will  fail  youy 
enemies  will  bate  you,  lufts'will  moleft  you,  fatan  will 
tempt  you,  the  world  will  deceive  you.  Death  is  the 
way  that  the  deareft  of  God's  faints,  and  all  the  cloud 
of  witncfles,  have  gone  before  you ;  yea,  the  Lord  Jefus 
your  Head  hath  trod  this  path,  and  hath  taken  the  fting 
out  of  death,  and  hath  paved  a  way  through  its  dark  val- 
ley, that  his  people  may  fafcly  follow  him.  Hath  the 
Captain  of  your  falvation  gone  before  you,  and  will  any 
of  his  foldicrs  (brink  to  follow  him  ?  Are  you  content  • 
to  remain  al«ray^  at  the  fame  diilance  from  him,  and  to 
enjoy  no  more  of  his  prefencc  than  now  you  have  ?  Are 
you  fatisficd  to  live  for  ever  with  no  more  knowledge  of 
God,  no  rnorc  love  to  Chrift,  no  more  holincfb  or  hea- 
venly mindedncfs  than  at  prefent  you  have  ?  Do  you 
not  groan  under  your  cemaining  ignorance,  deadnefs, 
wanderings,  pride,'  paflion,  Unbelirf,  felfifhnefs,  world- 
linef?,  atid  other  fins  and  lufts  that  here  befet  you  ? 
And  are  ycu  not  defirous  to  go  to  the  place  where'you 
will  be  eternally  free  from  them  all,  and  where  ycu 
never  complain  of  a  dull,  dead  or  fenfelefs  frame  of 
heart,  or  of  any  heart  wearinefs,  ot  wandering  in  duty 
any  more ;  for  the  heart  ftiall  then  be  as  a  fixed  pil'ar 
in  the  temple  of  G6d,  and  fliall  go  no  more  out ;  the 
eternal  adoration  and  praifcs  of  God  (hall  be  ^e  foul's 
delight  and  element  for  ever.  By  fuch  con(ideration8, 
(Irive  to  conquer  the  fears  of  death  and  defires  of  life, 
which  are  often  great  clogs  to  tHe  people  of  God  in 
their  preparation  for  removing- 

7.   Be  cften  meditating   upon  the  heavenly  glorV 

whicn 
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which  fliortly  all  believers  will  fee  and  crjoy.  Be  much 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  glorious  company  above  ; 
behold  Chrill   upon  his  glorious  throne  at  the  ri^ht- 
hand  of  God,  and  Abraham, ^Davic^,  Peter,  P^ul,  ahd 
air  the  reft  of  the  faithful  one?,  with  twSx  crowns  ci 
ri^^htcoufnefsy    triumphing    about  their    Redeemer.— 
Thinlf^  O  believer,  how  happy  will  that  day  be,  when 
thou  fhalt  meet  with  thy  father  and  thy  brethren,  and 
when  thpu  fliak  fee  tliy  elder  brother  on  the  throne, 
Tcady  to  pais  fcntencc  in  thy  favours.      What  melody 
will  that  fcntence  found  in  thine  ears,  **  Come,  ye  blef- 
fcd  of  my  father  1"    What  frame  wilt  thou  be  in,  when 
he  fcis  the  crown  of  glory  on  thy  bead  ?  *'  O  erernally 
free  love  i"  wilt  thou  cry,  **  O  Saviour  thou  didft  wear 
.  a  crown  of  thorns,  that  1  might  w'ear  a  crown  of  glo- 
ry :  tlu>u  didd  groan  on  the  crof?,  that  I  might  now 
fiijg.      Wonderful  free  love,    that  chufed   mr,  when 
thoufands  were  pad  by ;    that  favtd    me  from   ruin, 
when  my  companions  irrfia  muit  burn  in  hell  for  e- 
tcr !"    Think,  how  raviflnng  it  will  be  to  meet  with 
your  godly  acquaintances  in  heavePji  with  whom  you 
prayed,  and  praifcd,  and^converfcd  here  !   Will  you  not 
ihcn  cry  out,    *^  O  my  brethren,  what,  a  change  is 
here !  this  glorious  place  is  not  like  the  poor  dwellings 
vc  had  on  earth  5  thiftody,  this  foul,  this  ftafe,  this 
place,   our  clothes,  our  company,  our  language,  our 
thoughts,  arc  far  uulilce  thofe  we  had  then  !    the  bad 
hearts,  the  body  of  death,  the  corruptions  and  tempta- 
tions we  then  complained  of,  are  ali  now'  gone.     We 
b^ie  no  more  fears  of  death  or  hcil|  no  mc.re  ufe   for 
repentance  or   prayer,  faith  or  hope,  thofe   arc  now 
fwallowed    up  in  immediate  viGoti,  eternal  love,  joy 
And  praife."    And  for  thy  hclpj  O  believer,  in  inediiar- 
'^  on  thefe  things,  r^ad  feme  parts  of  the  book  of 
Revelation,  or  caufe  ti  em  to  be  read  to  you  ;  and  fup- 
P<5f<:  with  youtfclf,  you  had  been  a  companion  with 
Jphn  in  the  iflc  of  Palmos,  and  had  got  fuch  a  viev^  of 
^e  glorious  majcfty,  the  bright  throne.^  the  heavenly 
l^^fte,  the  (hinipg  fplendor   which  he  fjw,  the  Samis 
*^  their  white  robes,  with  crowns  on  ihefr  heads,  and 
F^^lms  in  their  hands,  and  heard  them  fiwging  the  fcng 
M  2  of 
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of  Mofes  and  the  Lambi  and  trumping  forth  their  e- 
ternal  Hallelujahs ;  what  a  heavenly  rapture  wouldft 
thou  have  been  in  !  Well  then,  O  believer,  thou  (halt 
ihortly  have  clearer  and  more  fweet  fights  than  all  thofe 

'which  John^  or  any  of  the  Saints,  ever  faw  here  upon 
earth.  Surely  that  heavenly  glory  is  a  fubje&  worthy 
of  thy  thoup^hts,  and  moft  fuitable  for  thee  to  medi- 
tate on  in  time  of  ficknefs,  and  wheii  in  the  view  of 
death. 

8.  It  would  alfo  be  very  fuitable  at  this  time,  in  or- 
der to  your  aAual  readinefs  for  death,  to  be  frequent- 
ly looking  out  and  longing  for  Chrift's  coming:  as 
Abraham  ftood  in  his '  tent  doer  ready  to  go  forth  to 
meet  the  angels  that  were  fent  unto  him,  fo  ihould  the 
believer  keep  himfelf  in  a  waiting  pofture  at  this  time. 

,  He  (hould  be  like  the  loving  wife,  that  longs  and  looks 
for  the  coming  of  her  abfcnt  hufband,  according  to 
his  letters  to  her  ;  by  this  time  (thinks  (he)  he  will  be 
at  fuch  a  place,  and  againft  fuch  a  time,  he  will  be  at 
another  place,  and  fo  in  a  few  days  I  will  fee  him.  It 
is  the  charader  of  believers,  they  are  fuch  as  love  his 
appearing,  %  Tim.  iv.  8.  They  defirc  his  coming,  Cant« 
viiL  14.  '*  Make  hafte,  my  beloved;  even  fo  come. 
Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly.**  Believers  (hould  .look 
upon  tliemfelves  as  pilgrims  heret  wandering  in  a  wil- 
dernefs  abfent  from  home,  and  at  a  diflance  from 
their  father's  houfc ;  and,  in  time  of  afflif^ion,  it  is 
very  proper  for  them  to  be  crying,  as  David  doth, 
Pfalms  Iv.  6.  *•  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove  !  for 
then  would  I  fly  away  and  be  at  reft :  I  would  haf- 
ten  my  t  fcape  from  the  windy  tempeft.**  "  O  when 
(hail  the  time  of  my  pilgrimage,  and  the  days  of  my 
banifliment  be  finiOied,  that  I  may  get  home  to  my 
country  and  friends  above?  Oh  !  my  Lord  isgone^my 
Saviour  hath  left  the  earth,  and  entered  into  his  glory  ? 
My  friends  and  brethren  are  gone  to  their  blefled  reft, 
where  they  (ec  God's  face,  and  fing  his  praifc  for  c- 
ver :  and  how  can  I  be  willing  to  ftay  behindj  when 
they  are  gone  ?  Muft  I  be  finning  here,  when  they  are 
ferving  God  al>ove  ?    Muft  I  be  groaning  and  fighing, 

when 
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I 
^i^hen  t^^cy  arc  triumphing  and  dividing  the  fpoil  ?  Sure- 
'  ly  I  will  look  after  them,  and  cry,  O  Lord|  how  long  \ 
AVhcn  thail  i  be  with  rtiy  Saviour  and  my  God," 

Direct.  V.  Let  Believers,  in  time  of  Gcknefs,  endea- 
vour all  they  can  to  glorify  God,  and  edify  thofc 
that  are  about  them,  by  their  fpeech  and  behaviour. 

IF  ever,  a  child  of  God  be  aftive  to  promote  the  ho- 
nour and  glory  of  God,  it  ftiould  be  in  the  time  of  fick- 
nefs,  and  when  death  may  be  approachin)^.     And  there 
IS  good  reafon  for  it  \  for  1.  This  may  be  the  lad  op- 
portunity that  ever  thou  (halt  have  to  do  any  ihinj;  for 
-  God,  and  therefore  thou  fliouldft  ftudy  to  improve  it  to 
the  urmoft      Heaven,  to  which  thou  art  going,  is  the 
place  where  thou  (halt  receive  tliy  rewarJ  ;  but  thou 
canft  have  no  accefs  there  to  advance  God's  glory,  by 
commendinj;  God  and  Chrift,  and  religion,  to  (inners, 
or  weak  believers.     Upon  this  account,  many  of  God's 
children  have  been  content  to  fufpend  their  heavenly 
happinefs  for  a  while,  and  to  ft  ay  upon  the  earth  for 
fomc  longer  time      I  have  read  of  a  certain  martyr, 
when  going  to  faffcr,  whp  expreflcd  fome  forrow  that 
he  was  going  thither,  where  he  (hould  do  his  God  no 
more  fcrvice,  to  wit,  in  the  fenfe  above  explained.  And 
of  another,  that  faith,  "  If  it  wciie  pofTible  there  could 
be  a  place  for  any  grief  in  heaven,  it  would  arife  from 
the  Chriftian's  confidiiring  that  he  did  fo  little  for  God 
while  he  was  upon  earth.     Now  is  the  working  feafon, 
O  believer,  be  bufy  while  it  lafts,  according  to  the  ex- 
ample of  thy  blefled  Saviour,  John  ix.  4.     **  I  mull 
work  the  work  of  him  that  fent  me  while  it  is  day  ;  for 
the  night  cofneth  wherein  no  man  can  work/'    This 
confideration  (hould  make  thee  move  thyfelf  with   the 
greateft  a£iivity,   like  Samfpn  before  his  death,  who, 
when  he  could  have  no  more  opportunity  to  ferve  God 
and  his  church,  he  cried  to  God  and  faid.  Judges  xvi. 
a8.     •*  O  Lord  God,  remember  me,  I  pray  thee,  and 
ftrepgthcn  me  this  dnce."     And  then  he  bowed  himfelf 
with  all  his  mighty  to  pull  down  the  pillars  of  Dagon's 
•  temp'v' 
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teirpki  being  willing  to  faciifice  his  life  to  the  ruin 
thereof.  j 

2,  The  holy  fpeech  and  carri^^ge  of  dying  believers 
may,  through  the  ble  fling  of  God,  make  deep  impreC- 
ficn  upon  the  hearts  of  unregenerate  men  that  are  wit* 
mfles  to  them.  Thofe  who  have  derided  the  people  of 
God  for  tl>e  ftridnefs  of  their  lives,  and  defpifed  their 
counfels  and  reproofs,  as'  proceeding  from  humour  or 
precifenefs ;.  yet  have  begun  to  notice  their  words  and 
a£lions,  when  they  have  frcn  them  on  fick-beds,  and  on 
the  borders  of  eternity,  and  to  have  other  thoughts  of 
religion  and  holinefs  than  formerly  they  had.  Now 
thf  y  think  the  man  is  in  good  carDefi,  and  fpeaketh  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart ;  and  if  ever  he  can  be  beheved)  it 
mud  be  now.  It  is  moft  convincing  to  carnal  perfons, 
to  fee  believers  bearing  up  with,  patience  under  their 
ficknefs  ;— to  hear  them  fpeaking  good  of  God>— com^ 
mending  his  ways, — and  rejoicing  in  God  as  their  por- 
tion, in  midft  of  their  fliarpeft. pains :— to  fee  them  be- 
having as  thofe  that  are  going  to  dwell  with  Chrift, 
fniiling  and  praifing  God,  when  friends  are  fighing  and 
weeping  about  them.  This  inclines  them  to  think,  furc- 
ly  there  mufl;  be  a  reality  in  religion,  there  is  a  vi(ible 
difference  between  the  death  of  the  righteous  and  of  the 
wicked.  Hence  a  wicked  Balaam  wiQies  to  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  and  to  have  his  iaft  end  like  his* 
It  left  a  convidion  upon  that  young  man^s  confciencet 
who  faid  to  his  loofe  companion,  after  they  had  vifited 
godly  Ambrofe  on  his  death-bed,  and  faw  how  cheer- 
ful he  was,  and  triumphing  over  approaching  death, 
'<  O  that  I  might  live  with  thee,  and  die  with  Ambrofe !" 
Nay^fuch  fights  might  draw  them  not  only  to  defird  to 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  but  alfo  to  refolve  to  live 
their  lives.  If  carnal  men  faw  believers  going  off  the 
ftage  with  fuch  confidence  and  Joy,  as  becomes  thofe 
that  are  entering  into  eternal  reft  with  Chrift,  and  thofe 
that  are  going  out  of  an  howling  wildernefs  to  a  glorious 
Canaan  ;  it  might  be  a  powerful  invitatiou  to  them  to 
go  and  feck  ;  fter  the  fame  felicity. 

3  This  likcwifc  would .  be  very  edifying  and  con- 
finr.ing  to  all  that  fear  Gpd.  How  much  ilrould  it  con- 
tribute 
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tribute  to  eftabliQi  them  in  the  praAIce  of  holiiiefs, 
and  to  quicken  them  in  their  diligence  in  fervin^  and 
glorifying  of  Gpd  in  the  days  of  their  healthy  to  hear  a 
dying  believer  fay,  "  Of  all  the  time  which  I  hwe 
lived»  I  have  no  comfort  now  in  refle£^ing  uppn  one 
hour  but  what  I  fpcnt  in  the  feryice  of  God.  Were 
1  to  begin  my  life,  I  would  redeem  time  more  carefully 
than  ever.  One  hour  in  communion  with  God  is  far 
fweeter  than  many  years  fpent  in  worldly  pleafures. 
Gome  here,  then»  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  tell 
you  what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul.  O  tafte  and  fee 
that  God  is  good  !*' 

4.  ConGder  the  examples  of  God's  children  in  former 
ages,  how  ufeful  and  edifying  their  words  have  been, 
at  fuch  a  time^  to  all  round  about  them.  But  this  head 
I  intend  to  infift  fully  upon  afterwards. 

^efi*  "  But  how  (hall  I  behave  fo  as  I  may  glorify 
God  and  edify  others,  when  I  am  fick  or  dying  ?  I 
Would  have  fome  particular  dire£)ions  for  it/' 

Anf.  I.  You  may  do  this  by  your  patience  under 
p^n,  and  fubmiflion  to  God's  will,  with  refpeft  to  the 
event,  whether  life  or  death.  It  is  Humbling  to  others, 
to  fee  believers  fretful  in  trouble,  and  unwilling  to 
leave  the  world,  when  God  calls  them.  But  it  is  mod 
convincing  and  confirming,  to  fee  them  frankly  refign- 
ing  thcmfelvcs  to  God's  difpofal,  fayin;^,  "  Let  God 
himfelf  choofe  fgr  me  \  he  is  wife,  and  knoweth  beft 
what  is  needful  and  mod  proper  for  oie :  I  have  no 
uill,  but  God's  will."  For  any  man  to  defire  to  live 
when  God  calls  him  to  die,  or  to  dcCre  to  die  when 
God  calls  him  to  live,  is  equally  a  fign  of  cowardice : 
for  he  that  defircs  to  live  is  afraid  to  look  death  iii  the 
face  ;  and  he  that  defires  to^ie,  would  Hee  from  fome 
calamity,  and  take  flieltcr  in  death.  But  he  is  the  mod 
valiant  man  that  can  die  wiilingly  when  God  would 
have  him  die,  and  live  as  willingly  when  God  would 
have  him  live  ;  this  is  true  Chridian  valour.  ' 

2.  By  pious  exhortations  and  warnings  to  thofe  that 
are  about  you.  It  may  be  the  lad  oct^^fion  you  may 
hare  of  glorifying  God  this  way  i  O  do  not  lofe  the 
feafon  which  .may  be  ufcfully  improven  for  the  good 

of 
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of  fouls.     For  tbus  a  believer  may  brinpr  more  hohbuf 
to  God,  and  ipcre  advantage  to  precious  (buls,    by  fais 
fickncfs  and  death,  than  ever  he  did  by   all  his  healdi 
and  life  in  the  world  ;  for  their  fpeeches  have  more 
weight  with  people  at  fuch  a  time,  than    at   any  other. 
Hence  the  patriarchs,  knowing  the  prevalency  oi  /iich 
"words,  do  urge  Jofcph  with  Jacob's  dyinpr  charge,  Gen. 
1.  16,  17.     '^  And  they  feni  a  mcflenger   unto  Jofcph, 
faying,  thy  father  did  command  before  he  d\c^^  faying, 
fo  (hall  ye  fay  unto  Jofeph,  forgive,  I  pray   thee  now, 
the  trcfpafs  of  thy  brethren,"  &c.     And  as  we  ought 
to  be  ready  to  give  good  counfel  to  all  when  we  lie  on 
fick-beds,  fo  efpecially   wc    (hould   be  cpncerned  ior 
children  and  near  relations  :  they  arc  more  afFe£ted  than 
others  with  our  iickncfs,  and   fo  will  they  be  with  our 
fayings ;  our  ac! monitions  may  do  them  good,  when  we 
arc  rotting  in  the  duft. 

^ef  "  What  ought  tp  be  the  fubjeft  of  our  dif* 
courfes  and  exhortations  to  others  at  (uch  a  time  ?'* 

ArJ'.  I.  It  is  very  proper  to  be  much  in  commend- 
ing the  Mafter  you  have  fervcd,  and  the  excellency  of 
his  fervice,  to  thofe  that  are  about  you..  Tell  thcin  oi 
.  the  equity  and  goodnt  fs  of  thofe  laws  which  you  have 
.obeyed,  and  cf  the  bounty  and  faithfulncfa  of  that  Lord 
whom  you  have  worfhipped, 'loved,  and  praifed  ;  and  of 
the  greatnefs  and  eternity  of  that  reward  you  are  goii^g 
to  poffcfs.  Let  the  children  of  God  extol  their  F..thcr, 
and  his  care  of  th^m,  and  kindnefs  to  them.  Let  the 
ranfomed  of  the  Lord  magnify  their  Redeemer,  7^n6\i\& 
wonderful  love  and  fuflVrings  for  them.  Tell  othcis 
what  fwcetncfs  and  fatisf.iftion  yoii  have  found  in  your 
own  experience  in  attending  God's  ordinances,  and  in 
fecrct  duties  ;  what  comfort  you  have  found  in  Chrift, 
and  the  promifes  of  his  covenant.  And  thus  let  your 
laft  breath  be  fpent  in  exalting  and  commending  Chrift 
and  his  religion  to  others. 

a.  Be  warning  others  of  the  vanity  of  this  world, 
and  of  all  its  wealth  and  pleafures.  Tell  them  thatthejr 
may  fee,  by  your  cafe,  that  thefc  things  which  people 
•arc  betwitchtd  with  in  the  day  of  their  health,  can  fig" 
nify  nothing  to  a  fick  or  dying  man  \  they  cannot  cafe 

as 
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oa  in  our  pains,  they  can  afford  no  peace  to  a  troubled 
ibult  they  cannot  lengthen  our  lives  one  hour»  and 
far  lefs  can  they  fave  from  the  wrath  of  an  angry  God, 
"  Oh,**  may  you  fay,  **  what  a  miferable  cafe  had  I 
been  in  at  this  time,  if  I  had  had  no  better  porticn  than 
this  world,  and  nathinji:  elfe  to  look  to  but  its  riches  and 
pleafores  !  Wherefore,  firs,  fet  not  your  hearts  upon  it, 
but  forfake  it  before  you  be  forfaken  by  it,  and  make 
choice  of  that  whidi  will  be  fupporting  to  you  in  th^ 
evil  day.** 

3.  Be  warning  them  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  what 
mifchief  and  deceitfulnefs  you  have  found  in  it  Tell 
them,  that  though  the  devil  and  the  iefli  would  temp^ 
you  to  look  on  fin  as  a  harmlefs  thing,  yet  the  pleafure 
^i^  foon  be  gone,  and  a  (harp  fling  will  be  left  behind, 
oin  will  appear  no  light  ipatter,  when  the  foul  is  going 
bence  into  the  awful  prefence  of  an  holy  Gci<l*  You 
would  give  a  thoufand  worlds  then  for  Cbrift,  and  th^ 
bkx)d  of  atonement  to  anfwer  for  your  fins. 

4*  Tell  them  of  the  great  difference  between  the 
godly  and  the  wicked  man's  choice.  The  godly  man 
cbufeth  the  better  part  that  cannot  be  taken  from  him; 
be  lays  up  his  treaiure  in  heaven  where  none  can  reach 
it»  fo  that  it  yields  him  rich  fupplies  when  ficknefs  ^nd 
death  come  upon  him.  ButO  how  foolifh  is  the  wick- 
ed man's  choice,  that  for  poe  mon^ent'^  fle(hly  pleafure^ 
doth  lofe  his  immortal  foul,  and  evexlafting  happinefis ; 
^am  them  to  mind  the  one  thing  needful  in  time,  and 
not  to  pamper  their  bodies  for  the  worms,  but  to  fet 
themfclves  prefently  to  clofe  with  the  offers  of  Chrift, 
^d  make  fure  an  intereft  in  his  righteoufnefs  to  cover 
^cm  in  the  evil  day. 

5.  Be  telling  them  of  the  evil  of  floth  and  negligence 
ui  the  werk  of  their  falvation  ;  and  be  eyhojtting  them 
to  mind  it,  and  to  do  it  with  all  their  might.  For  how 
<Hr  fome  may  cenfure  and  deride  God's  pcqple  now^ 
for  their  ftridnefs,  diligence,  and  zeal  in  the  matters  of 
tt^igion }  yet,  when  they  come  to  die,  they  will  be  rca- 
<^T  to  wifli  that  they  bad  been  more  diligent  in  falvation* 
^ork  i  that  they  had  loved  God,  fled  to  Chrift,  and 
bad  fought  and  feryed  him  with  all  their  hearts,  anfl 
fouls;  and  to  cry,  «  6  for  a  little  more  time  !  O  if 
.  Voj,.  I.  N  G94 
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luftsi  or  as  oil  to  feed  the  lamps  in  God*s  ianfl^uafy 
It  is  proper  for  themfelves,  then,  before  they  go  off  thi 
ftagej  to  difpofe  of  fome  part  of  their  fabftance^  foi 
the  glory  and  fervice  of  that  God  who  gave  it  all  untc 
them. 

5.  It  might  contribute  to  promote  piety,    and  t€ 
m^e  the  deeper  impreffions  upon  the  minds  of  youi 
children  and  friends,  if,  under  the  warnings  of  dearikj 
you  (hould  imitate  the  example  of  the  prophet  Elijah, 
who  in  his  life  time  made  a  writing,  which  he  procured 
to  be  delivered  to  king  Jehoram,  after  his  death,  2  Chron. 
xxi.  f  2^    So,  in  like  manner,  you  might  write  letters 
and  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  your  friends,  and  exe- 
cutors, full  of  advices,  chiarges,  admonitions,  confola- 
tions,  or  threatenings,  to  be  delivered  to  your  children 
or  friends,  upon  occafion  either  of  their  good  or  bad 
converfation  after  your  death ;  which  probably    would 
be  more  regarded  by  them,  than  the  counfels  you  gave 
them  in  the  time  of  your  life  *,  for,  in  fome  refpe^ 
they  would  be  received  and  read  by  them,  as  if  tbey 
were  letters  from  heaven. 

DiRtct.  VII.  Let  the  children  of  God  labour  to  for* 
tify  themfelves  what  they  can  againft  all  Satan's 
Temptations  and  Aflaults,  which  they  may  expeft 
to  meet  with  in  time  of  Sicknefs  and  Affli^ion. 

A  TIME  of  afflidion  is  commonly  a  time  of 
temptation :  for  the  old  ferpent  knows  the  fitted  fea- 
/  fons  for  afiaulting  the  children  of  God;  and  he  will  not 
be  wanting  to  improve  this  opportunity  of  advantage 
for  fetting  upon  the  poor  foul.  When  Pharaoh  heard 
that  the  people  were  entangled  in  the  wildernefs,  he 
purfued  them  \  fo,  when  Satan  fees  a  foul  entangled 
with  dillrefs  and  troubles,  he  thinks  it  high  time  to 
make  an  attack.  He  feeks  to  winnow  and  fift  away 
the  believer^s  grace,  and  therefore  he  comes  when  the 
corn  is,  threfliing  by  the  rod.  When  Jacob  was  fmitten 
in  his  eftate,  health,  and  all  other  comforts,  then  this 

coward 
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eOw^ard  f^lls  upon  hiniy  and  tempts  him  to  impatience^ 
aiurmurin^»  and  wron^  thoughts  of  God. 

At  this  timcy  O  believer,  you  have  fpecial  need  to  be 

on  your  ^uard,  and  look  out.     Reckon  always,  when 

fickncfs   or  trouble  comtth,  the  prince  of  this  world 

cometh  alfo.     Stand  then  to  your  defence,  and  put  on 

your   armour,  efpecially  the  ihield  of  faith,  that  you 

mmy  be  able  to  quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  devil.  You 

have  need  at  this  time  to  put  in  pra£lice  our  Lord's  di- 

re£lion»  **  Watch  and  pray  th  *t  ye  enter  not  into  temp* 

tation."      Pray  for  wifdom  and  ikill  to  «countera£l  him, 

and  that  you  may  not  be  i[^orant  of  his  devices  \  and 

pray  particularly  for  grace  to  make  you  proof  a^ainft 

all  his  falfe  reprefentations  of  God  and  his  Providence 

to  you  \  for  he '  that  durft  reprefent  Job  falfely  to  an 

alUfoeing  and  all-knowing  God,  will,  with  much  bold- 

nefsy  reprefent  God  falfely  to  you,  who  fee  and  know 

fo  little.     He  will  be  ready  to  tempt  you  to  think  that 

God  18  angry  with  you,  and  dealing  with  you  as  an 

enemy:  thus  was  Job  tempted,   Job  xxxiii.   to,  ii» 

''  Behold  he  findeth  occafions  againll  me,  he  counteth 

me  forhis  enemy :  he  putteth  my  feet  in  the  docks,  he 

marketh  all  my  paths/'     But  obferve  what  Elihu  an« 

fwcTSy  '^  In  this  thou  art  not  juft :  God  is  greater  than 

-  man.     Why  doft  thou  ftrive  agalnft  him  \  for  he  gtveth 

not  account  of  any  of  his  matters."    But  feeing  I  fpoke 

before  of  the  wrong  thoughts  of  God,  which  we  are  apt 

to  harbour  in  time  of  affli£lion»  Chap.  II.  Dired.  IIL — 

I  fliall  proceed  to  fpeak  of  fome  other  temptations 

wherewith  Satan  doth  aflault  God's  people  when  in  di- 

fttefs  -,  and  furniih  fome  anfwers  thereto. 

I  •  Saith  the  tempter,  '^  Thou  art  nothing  but  a 
hypocrite;  all  thy  religious  performances  have  been 
done  in  hypocrify,  to  be  feen  of  men :  thou  never 
haft  repented^  or  believed  iincerely  in  the  fight  of 
God." 
,  ^  Anf*  I  acknowledge  there  hath  been  much  hypocrify 
in  me>  but  1  hope  it  is  not  allowed  and  reigning  hypo- 
crify; I  always  wreftled  againft  it,  wherefore  I  am  not 
an  hypocrite.  1  regarded  the  ctteem  of  men  too  muchf 
l^ut  1  hope  I  valued  the  elteem  of  God  .much  more* 

My 
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My  faith  gind  repentance  are  weak>  but  I  hapc  they  aie 
fincere.    And,  whatever  defe£^8  and  (hort-coming^s  have 
formerly  cleaVed  to  tfaefe  graces  in  me,  I  do  now  uo- 
feignedly  repent  of  all  my  fins,  I  look  to  him  tliat  I 
have  pierced,  and  mourn.     I  am  heartily  willinfr  to  be 
juflified  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  alone,  and  to  be 
cleanfed  and  fanfiified  by  his  Spirit ;  and  here  I  give 
up  myfelf  to  Chrift  as  ray  only  Saviour.     And  this  I 
hope  is  through  grace,  true  repenting  and  belieYing, 
which  God  will  accept,  for  Chrift's  fdke^  whaccTcr  m^ 
former  defefts  have  been. 

Tempi.  2.  But,  tith  the  tempter,  "  Thy  repentance 
cannot  be  true;  for  thy  heart  is  not  bioken,  ancl  thine' 
eyes  do  not  (hed  tears  for  fin." 

Anf.  It  is  my  very  great  burden,  and  conftant  con>« 
plaint  to  God,  that  I  cannot  attain  to  a  greater  mea*  ' 
fure  of  forrow  and  contrition  for  (in }  but  yet  it  is  my 
comfort  that  repentance  is  not  to  be  confinpd  to  fitch 
degrees  and  fymptoms  of  forrows  as  dome  do  get  at* 
I  hope,  I  can.  fay  through  grace,  that  my  heart  is  iet 
againft  all  fin  great  and  fmall,  and  I  would  give  all  I 
have  in  the  world  to  be  wholly  delivered  from  fin. 

Ten^u  3.  Saithlhe  tempter,  "  But  thy  day  of  grace 
is  paft,  it  is  too  late  for  thee  to  think  of  repenting  or  . 
believing ;  God  will  vkoi  accept  of  thee  now*** 

Anf.  But  1  hope  it  is  not  fo  with  mci  feeing  God 
gives  me  a  heart  that  pants  after  God  and  Chrift  in  the 
way  of  commanded  duty.  The  offers  of  falvation 
through  Chrift  are  made  to  all  who  bdieve  and  repent; 
and  late  penitents  are  not  excluded  from  the  benefits  of 
thefe  gracious  offers  more  than  others. 

^empU  3.  But,  faith  the  tempter,  ^^  Thou  art  none 
of  God's  ele£l ;  and,  if  thou  be  not  chofen  to  falvation, 
thou  cannot  be  faved." 

Anf.  Secret  things  belong  unto  God,  and  it  were 
prefumption  in  me  to  pry  into  his  fecret  degrees  ^  but 
.  one  thing  1  am  fure  of,  that  every  foul  that  is  chofen  to 
faith  and  repentance,  ia  alfo  chofen  to  falvation ;  but  I 
truft  God  hath  chofen  me  to  the  former,  and  therefore 
to  the  latter. 
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Tetmpt*  5*  But,  faith  the  tempter,  "  Too  over- 
T9lue  yc^ur  grapes  and  duties^  and  fo  they  cannot  be 
trac  and  real.** 

JinJ\  Bat  I  count  them  all  but  lofsand  dung  in  com* 
parifon  of  Chrift.  I  dcfirc  always  to  be  deeply  hum* 
bled  under  a  fenfe  of  my  fmfulnefs  and  unworthinefs, 
and  to  abhor  every  motion  that  would  carry  me  away 
from  Chrift  and  his  ri^hteoufneb,  and  would  tempt  me 
to  Tely  on  my  graces  or  duties,  or  put  thep)  in  the  leaft 
in  Chrift's  room^ 

Tempi,  6.  "  The  iffue  of  thy  ficknefs  may  be  dcath^ 
and  thou  art  not  ready,  for  thou  haft  no  aflurance  of 
lihy  falvation.*' 

Anf.  A  pcrfed  certainty  is  not  to  be  expcfted  here : 
there  will  be  ftill  feme  queftioninjs^s,  fome  doubts  and 
fears  ;  but  thefe  I  refolve  not  to  indulge  now»  but  to 
break  through  ail,  that  I  may  embrace  Chrift,  and  be 
found  in  him.  The  defires  of  my  foul  are  to  Chrift» 
and  the  remembrance  of  his  name  \  and  fuch,  I  believB 
he  will  not  fufix^r  to  perifti*  *'  I  believe.  Lord,  help 
my  "utibelief.** 

•  Ttfnpi*  7.  **  But  thou  art  a  ftranger  to  the  inrifible 
world  'f  how  wilt  thou  adventure  into  that  world  of 
fpirits,  with  which  thou  haft  fo  little  acquaintance  ?*' 

An/.  But  Chrift,  who  is  my  Head  and  beft  friend^, 
is  no  ftratiger  to  it ;  he  is  the  Lord  of  that  laod^  and 
provides  raanCons  for  all  his  people  there  ;  and.  he  will 
receive  every  one  of  them  home,  and  lodge  them  fafe- 
ly.  **  The  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  peffe£^/*  were 
once  what  my  fpirit  now  is ;  they  were  ftrangers  to  t)iat 
world  before  they  came  to  it,  as  well  as  !•  But  their 
Head  being  in  it,  encouraged  them  to  go  to  it ;  and 
now  they  rejoice  in  it  as  the  kindly  dwelling  place  of 
all  the  faints. 

Tempt.  8.  *'  But  thou  art  vile,  an  J  God  is  infinitely 
pure  and  glorious ;  how  canft  thou  think  of  approach* 
ing  fo  near  to  him  ?**  " 

An/l  Though  a  weak  eye  be  not  able  to  look  upon 
flie  fun,  yet  I  hope  to  be  fitted  and  ftrcngthcned  for  that 
glorious  fight.  Befides,  God  doth  now  appear  to  us  in 
his  Son  Jcfus  Chrift,-  where  his  infinite  glory  is  plea* 

fiutly 
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fsntljr  veiled  fo  as  faints  may  behold  him.     TheCe  glo* 
?i£ed  fouls  were  once  vile  as  well  as  others ;  but  their 
Saviour  did  cleanfe  them,  and  prefent  them  to  the  Fa- 
ther without  fpot  or  wrinkle.      And,  whatever  be  my 
snwcTthinefSy  I  am  relieved  by  conGdering  my  union 
with  Chrift,  and  looking  on  the  glory  and  dignity  of 
my  Head.      Surely  God  will  not  defpife  the  members 
of  his  dear  Son^  nor  trample  on  any  that  are  bis  fleih 
and  booes^ 

Tempt.  9.     *«  But  what  will  become  of  thy  wife  and 
children,  when  thou  art  taken  from  them  ?" 

Anf.  If  I  trud  God  fo  willingly  with  my  foul  and 
my  eternal  concerns,  why  may  I  not  truft  him  with  my 
relations  alfo  ?  Have  not  I  feen  how  wonderfully  he 
l^ath  provided  for  others  ?  Doth  not  every  thing  in  the 
world  depend  on  his  will  and  pleafure  ?  How  eafy  is  \X 
then  for  God  to  fupply  his  own  ? 

TimpU  le^.  **  But  dill  death  is  terrible  to  nature^ 
even  the  king  of  terrors," 

AnJ.  But  my  Redeemer  hath  tafted  death  for  me,  and 
taken  out  its  fearful  fting ;  he  hath  conquered  deaths 
and  keeps  the  keys  of  death  and  hell.  Whereiore» 
through  him  will  1  fing,  ^'  O  death,  where  is  thy  (ling  I 
O  grave,  where  is  thy  viflory  r" 

Tempt.  J I .  ••  But  it  is  terrible  to  think  of  appear- 
ing belore  God's  tribunal  to  be  tried  and  judged." 

AfiJ.  But  my  friend  and  interceflbr  will  be  the  judge 
there.  Will  Chrift  condemn  the  members  of  his  own 
bcdy,  and  thofe  he  hath  fo  often  comforted  ? 

But,  befides  all  thefe,  a  holy  Cod  may  fome  times 
fuffcr  the  ttmptcr  to  aflauit  his  otyn  people  in  time  of 
their  afflifiioi),  with  his  fiery  darts  ^nd  his  fierceil  bat- 
tering engines,  fuch  as  temptations  to  athcifnij  blaf- 
phemy,  defpair,  &c.  whertby  their  fouls  may  be  (eiribly 
ihaken  and  fore  amazed. 

Your  relief,  in  this  cafe,  is  to  look  to  your  Head,  and 
remember  how  he  was  himfelf  buifetcd  by  this  enemy, 
and  dil'aulted  with  the  mod  odious  temptations,  that  he 
might  thereby  get  an  experimental  touch  and  feeling  of 
your  condition,  in  ordfr  to  his  fympathizing  withyoi\, 

and 
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and  relieving  yoi|  from  this  enemy^  whom  he  hath  al- 
ready conquered  in  your  name.     Bat  for  thefc  tilings 
lie  will  be  enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael.    Tott  ^ 
touft  ad  faith  on  your  eiLalted  head. 


CHAP.  IV- 

CcfJtaini/tg/imeJpeaa/direSions  U  ktrtregeneraie  perfins 
^hen  mffiBtd  ^ithjicknefi  or  oibertvi/e. 

I3i&ccT«  I.  ^Take  a  ferious  view  of  ihe  mifetabie  con- 
dition of  a  Chtiftlefs  perfon,  under  ficknefe  or  heavy 
aBUaioti. 

i^t  y^ONSIDER  the  vaft  difftrencc  between  your 
VJI  tafe  and  that  of  a  true  believer;  he  hath 

Eound  of  i^nfblation  in  the  grfcateft  dtftrcfs^  but  you 
TC  itonck  HowcTer  (batp  the  irod  of  corredion  be 
to  liim»  ytt  it  is  in  the  hand  of  a  Father  f  but  you  have 
to  do  wid)  an  angry  and  fin-retenging  God ;  and^  wh6 
may  ftand  in  hit  fight  if  once  he  be  angry;  for  he  com^ 
fbandf  both  the  firft  and  the  fecond  death,  and  he  can 
fend  you  both  into  the  grave  and  hell  at  once.  Rev.  yi. 
8.  **  Hell  followed  the  pale  horfe.'*  Death  ta  the  king  of 
tenors,  but  hell  it  a  thoufand  times  more  terrible.  When 
God  affli£b  his  chiMrei!i»  he  (lands  to  them  in  the  re* 
latbn  of  a  loving  Father ;  but  he  dt^als  with  yoo  as  an 
incenfcd  judge.  Though  he  fees  it  ^eceflary,  for  th^ir 
ffood,  to  chaflife  them,  yet  he  doth  it  with  .a  relenting 
ncart ;  yea,  every  ftroke  goeth  as  it  were  to  his  heart, 
Ifa.  Ixiii.  9.  "*  In  all  their  afflidions  he  w^  afflided/' 
But  when  he  arifeth  to  punifli  his  enemies,  he  ftrikea 
them  with  hatred  and  deftatioui  as  a  man  woulddo  to 
m  toad  or  venomous  creature*  Though  they  cry  he  hath 
no  pity,  Pi'ov.  i.  26.  **  I  will  laugh  at  your  calamity^ 
und  mock  when  your  fear  cdmeth/' 

T^fy^  If  your  ficknefs  threaten  you  with  death,  what 
a  dark  and  melancholy  profpe£k  muft  you  have  of  your 

Vol.  L  O  approaching 
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approaching  change  ?  Why^  O  Oiri&lefs  Ibtd,  it  is 
what  you  are  wholly  unprepared  for.  The  old  honfe 
falls  down  about  your  ears,  before  you  have  another 
lodging  provided.  When  death  caftg  you.td  the  door^ 
you  have  no  where  to  lay  your  head,  unlefs  it  be  on 
a  bed  of  fire  and  brimftone.  O  how  furprifioK  and 
fearful  will  the  change  be,  that  death  will  make  on 
you  !  A  chr^nge  from  earth  to  hell,  from  light  to  dark- 
nefs  from  comforts  to  terrors,  from  hope  to  defpair, 
from  the  offers  of  grace  to  the  revelation  of  wrath  ;  a 
change  from  the  fociety  of  the  faints  on  earth,  to  the 
company  of  the  damned  in  hell.  Whatever  fond  hopes 
of  falvation  you  have  now,  your  hope  fliall  lead  you  no 
further  than  to  the  king  of  terrors,  and  then  **  your  hope 
fhall  be  cut  off,  and  your  truft,  like  a  fpidei's  web,"  Job 
viii.  14'  Though  it  coft  you  much  pains  to  weave  and 
fupport  this  web  now,  it  will  prove  a  weak  and  (lender 
defence  to  your  foul,  when  death  comes  with  the  befom 
of  deftrudion,  and  fweeps  both  you  and  it  away  to 
hell.  Tou  will  then  be  uken  from  all  the  means  of 
grace  you  have.abufed,  and  be  for  ever  deprived  of  an 
oppottunity  of  buying  oil ;  your  lamp  (hall  go  out  at 
death,  and  never  b^  lighted  any  more. 

3.  In  this  extremity,  you  have  no  where  to  look  to 
for  comfort.    O  Chriftlefs  finner,  what  will  you  do  in 
the  day  of  vifitation  i  To  whom  will  yoii  flee  for  help  ? 
Your  houfes,  your  lands,,  your  money,  your  honours^ 
your  companions,  your  relations,  will  alt  1^  miferaUe 
comforters  to  you.    Every  thing  will  look  black  and 
difmal  round  about  you.     If  you  look  without  you  for 
help,  you  may  fee  your  friends  weeping  and  lamentiiig 
your  cafe  \  but  this  will  do  nothing  but  increafe  your 
vexation  and  miferyk     If  you  look  within  you  for  re- 
lief, confcience,  that  before  you  would  not  fufier  to 
fpeak,  will  meet  you  with  bitter  ftings  and  upbraidings. 
It  will  bring  to  your  view  the  fins  you  had  forgot,  me 
time  you  have  mifpent,  the  health  you  have  mifim- 
proven,  the  offers  of  grace  you  have  refufed,  the  great 
falvation  you  have  neg\e€ttd.    What  folly  was  it  for 
thee  to  provoke  God  and  flight  Chrift,  for  a  little 
Worldly  profit^  or  a  little  brutib  pleafure  ?  Can  thtfc 

relieve 
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Tclicre  thee  when  the  anows  of  the  Almighty  (lick 
within  thee,  and  the  terrors  o^  God  do  fet.  themfelves 
in  array  againft  thy  fbol  ?  In  the  mean  time,  the  devil 
tbat  tempted  you  to  your  foul^ruining  courfe,  will  ftep 
in  and  rcprefent  your  (ina  in  theii^  blackeft  colours  and 
aggraTationsy  to  render  you  altogether  hopelefa  and  des- 
perate* O  6nner,  thou  that  refufeft  reft  from  Chnft, 
in  the  day  of  health  and  grace,  (bait  find  no  eafe  from 
the  creature,  in  the  daj  of  ficknefs  and  death.  Tour 
fickneft  will  aHow  no  reft  to  your  body,  and  your  fina 
will  permit  no  eafe  to  your  foul.  Tou  may  expert  the 
fnlfiUing  of  that  threatening,  Deuu  xxviil  65.  *^  The 
Lord  ftall  give  thee  a  trembling  heart,  failing  of  eyes, 
and  forrow  of  mind.  And  thy  life  (hall  hang  in  doubt 
before  thee,  and  thou  (halt  have  fear  day  and  night*  In 
the  morning  thou  ihalt  fay,  would  to  God  it  were  even  ? 
and  at  even,  thon  (halt  (isiy,  would  to  God  it  were  morn- 
ing," hecaoCe  of  the  pain  of  thy  body^  and  anguiih  6[ 
thy  fpirit. 


DimscT.  IL  Let  unregenerate  Perfons  carefully  im- 
prove dieir  fioknefa  and  afiIi£lion,  as  means  to  fur* 
ther  their  ConvcrGon ;  and  pray  that  God  may 
blefs  it  for  that  end^ 

MANY  have  begun  their  acquaintance  with  God 
and  with  themfelves  in  the  time  of  afflidion ;  the 
furnace  is  frequently  the  (pint's  workhoufe  where 
he  forms  his  vefTels  of  praite.  There  are  many  who, 
while  health  and  ftrength  continue,  mind  nothing  but 
vain  pleafures  \  one  day  they  go  to  their  ^am^s  and 
fports,  another  to  their  cups  and  lafcivious  com- 
pany ;  another  day  to  vi(it  their  friends ;  and  thus  they 
fpend  the  whole  time  of  their  health  and  profperity 
in  fin  and  vanity.  All  the  warnings,  counfels  and  ex- 
hortatioi^  of  parents,  friends  and  minifters  do  them 
no  good. '  They  cannot  endure  to  entertain  a  ferious 
thought  of  God  or  ChrHl,  of  death,  of  heaven,  of  hd), 
or  judgment  to  come.  But,  when  God  doth  caft  thep 
O  a  into 
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into  fickn^fs  or  fome  great  afflifHon^  thef»  througti  Am 
bleffiug  of  God,  be^in  to  come  to  themfelTes,  like  the 
prodigal}  and  think  of  retarntn^^  again  to  their   father. 
Several  iiiffanee^  to  this  purpofe  might  be  given.      The 
Earl  of  Rochefter  is  a  hire  one,  vihofe  life  was   noeori- 
ouily  lewdv  profane  and  athciftical,  and  who  had  wick» 
cdly  employed  his  wit  and  parts  to  the  ridieule  of  rcli^ 
gioB  \  yet,  when  he  was  affli^bed  with  pain  and  fick« 
nefjSf  and  brought  to  the  gases  o(  death,  he  began  to 
entertain  quite  other  apprehenfions  thanhe  had  done 
before ;   he    profeffid   he  ■  had   frtious  and   revciigiiC 
tiioughts  of  f elfgioB  and  .holineA, :  u  hieh  before,  lie 
laughed  af )  he  moft  eameftly  and  affefijonately  wam^ 
ed  others  to  abandon  their  evilxourfes,  and  to  Kr^e  i«> 
ligioufly  and  foberly,  amd  to  k)d)c  upon  religion  as  the 
greatelt  reality  in  the  world ;  he  tett a£ted  all  his  iai« 
pious  and  profane  language,  wherewith  he  nied  toit^ 
1k&  oQ  the  way^  of  g<odlinefs,  find  willingly  aittefted 
all  this  under  his  hand,  i 

Pray  then  for  the  Divine  blefling  on  your  ficknefSf 
that  it  may  contribute  to  the  converfion  of  your  fooif 
which  it  doth  feveral  ways :  ift.  By  opening  mens  eyesto 
get  a  true  fight  of  things,  to  behold  Yeligion  in  ita  true 
fiiapei  and  fin  in  its  pioper  colours  \  heiice  the  rod  is  faid 
to  give  wifdom,  Prov.  xxix.  15.  They  who  have  mocked 
at  religion,  and  made  light  of  fm  all  their  days,  have 
been  taught  by  bodily  ficknefs  to  change  their  tune. 
Then  they  begin  to  have  an  cft^em  for  \St  Bible,  and 
to  value  and  fend  for  a  pious  minifter,  and  to  defire  the 
prayers  of  the  people  of  God  ;  now  they  perceive  fin  to 
l>e  bitter  as  gaU  and  wormwood ;  they  lothe  and  abhor 
that  which  they  liked  before ;  now  the  word  cl  God 
makes  a  deep  imprefiion  on  them,  and  particularly  fuch 
a  word  as  that,  Jer.  ii.  1,9.  <<  Know  therefore  md  fee 
that  it  is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter,  that  thou  haft  for^ 
faken  the  Lord  thy  Uod.^ 

2,  Sickneftt  helps  to  fet  the  word  preached  home 
upon  the  heart.  \Vhen  God  (peaks  to  us  in  the  day  of 
health  and  profperity,  we  often  give  him  a  deaf  ear, 
Jer.  xxii.  %\.    But  when  diilrefs  comef,  it  brings  the 

word 
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word  of  God  and  his  tntniftere  to  our  remembraoce,  a« 
it  brought  Jofeph  to  the  lemembrance  of  his  brethren^ 
Gfllft.  zlii.  21. 

3*  StckjaeTs  contTibute$  to  loofe  a  oian's  h«?art  from 
tHe  world*  and  to  cool  his  love  thereto ;  whereby  a  great 
hindrance  of  converfion'is  removed  out  of  the  way,  and 
the  m«n  is  oiadc  to  fay,  **  How  vain  and  helplefs  are 
the  world's  comforts  to  me  now  !  Thofe  things  I  de- 
lighted in  formerly^  are  taftelefs'to  me  at  this  time* 
Thero  is  no  porttooi  can  fuit  my  fours  tieeds,  but  God 
himfelf/' 

4*  It  fpurs  a  man  on  to  prayer  that  formerly  ne- 
glcded  it*  When  the  prodigal  is  brought  to  diRrefs, 
he  &ys»  **  I  will  arife  and  go  to^y  Father.'*    He  for- 

S^  his  father  before*  but  now  he  will  addrefs  him^ 
of.  T.  15.  '*  In  their  afiii'£lioA  they  will  feck  mc  car^ 
}y/'  Thos  the  Lord  frequently  begins  and  promotes 
the  converfion  of  fouls  to  himfelf.  And,  O  finner»  if 
this  be  the  fruit  of  thy  ficknefs,  it  will  not  be  unto  death^ 
but  the  glory  of  God, 


Direct.  III.     Be  careful  to  obey  God's  voice  in  the 
Rod,  and  beware  of  flighting  it. 

EVERY  fickneffi  hath  a  meffage  from  God,  and  his 
voice  you  ought  to  hearken  to  with  reverence  andattCH'. 
tion,  Mic.  vi  9.  What  faith  he  to  you  at  this  time  i 
O  finner,  he  faith,  •*  Retire  from  the  world,  think  on 
death  and  eternity,  abhor  thofe  luils  and  idols  which 
Ood  is  fmiting  you  for,  flee  fpeedily  to  the. ftrong -hold  ; 
itpcnt  and  be  converted,  that  your  fins  may  be  biotted 
ottt.**  TIhs  is  G©d*s  voice  to  you,  and  confider  how 
ptovoking  it  will  be  to  him,  if  you  flight  it. 

I*  Ton  will  provoke  God  to  fiight  your  voice  when 
T^n  cry  to  him^  and  (lop  his  ear  againft  the  voice  of 
your  iupplications,  Zech.  vii.  13. 

2*  You  will  provoko  God  to  eeafe  from  being  a  re- 
prover to  you,  fo  that  he  will  fpeak  to  you  no  more. 

3*  Tou  will  provoke  htm  to  bring  heavier  judgments 
^  7^$  jesi  fo  to  draw  his  fword  of  jufticc  againit 

you. 
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jou^  thst  he  will  fheath  it  up  no  more,  as  he  threateos, 
Ezek.  xxi.  5. 

4.  God  may  break  ofF  all  intercourfe  and  oorre- 
fpondence  with  you,  as  with  thofe,  Ezek.  xx.  3t«  <<  As 
I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  will  not  be  enquired  of 
by  you** 

5.  He  may  feal  you  up  for  ever  under  your  fin;, 
Itardnefs  and  pollution  \  and  fay  to  you,  as  fome  we 
read  of,  Ezek.  xxiv.  13.  Hof.  iv.  7.  Rev. xxii.  1 1.  •*  Bc- 
caufe  I  have  purged  thee,  and  thou  waft  ifot  porgtMl^ 
thou  (halt  not  be  purged  from  thy  fikhinefs  any  more, 
tit)  I  have  caufed  my  fury  to  reft  upon  thee.  Epbnuin 
is  joined  to  hb  idols,  let  him  alone.  He  that  is  filthy 
let  him  be  filthy  ftill  **  He  that  is  hardened  againft 
the  voice  of  my  rodr,  let  him  be  hardened  flitl.  Well, 
then,  O  Tinners,  while  God  is  in  fpeaking  terms  with 
you,  hearken  to  his^  voice,  and  obey  it ;  fay,  Lor^fi 
♦♦   What  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?" 


Direct*  IV.  Caft  back  your  eyes  upon  the  Sins  of 
your  bypaft  life,  and  labour  to  b<;  deeply  humbled 
for  them  before  the  Lord. 

SEEING  you  are  fummoned  to  prepare  for  going  \o 
the  judgment- feat  of  God,  where  your  foul  is  to  re- 
ceive its  final  fentence ;  labour  to  prevent  the  terror  of 
that  appearance,  by  your  judging  yourfclf  before- hand* 
And  this  you  mu&  do,  by  fummoning  yourfelf  before 
the  bar  of  confcience,  examining  narrowly  into  your 
ftate,  accufitig  and  condemning  yourfelf  for  your  fins. 
And  fee  that  you  be  impartial  in  this  work,  willing  to 
know  the  truth,  and  difcover  the  worll  of  your  cafe. 
You  mud  fee  and  be  duly  fenfible  of  your  danger, 
othcrwife  ycu  cannot  think  to  efcape  it.  Take  a  nar- 
row view  of  your  fins  in  their  nature,  number,  aggra^ 
vations,  and  defervings.  And,  in  order  to  this,  if  thou 
haft  any  meafure  of  ftrength  for  it,  let  the  expofition  of 
the  ten  commandments  in  our  Larger  Catechifm  be  dif- 
tin^^ly  read  over  unto  thee*    Make  a  paufe  upon  every 

queftioui 
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^ueftiony  and  fay  within  th;felF»  **  Hare  I  not  omitted' 
what  is  here  required  by  God  ?  And,  have  I  not  com* 
mitted  vrhat  is  here  forbidden  by  God?  How  often  hare 
I  repeated  thefe  fins  ^  How  long  have  I  lived  in  the 
pra^ice  of  them  2  O !  do  not  fo  many  years  (ins  need 
a  very  ferious  repentance,  a  very  deep  humiliation  ?  O! 
doth  not  fuch  a  vile  finlier  as  I,  (land  greatly  in  need  of 
Chrtft  to  be  my  cautioner  and  ranfomer  foe  fuch  a  vaft 
number  of -fins?  Will  not  their  weight  prefs  me  eter« 
naUy  down  to  the  loweft  hell,  if  they  remain  unpar* 
doned,  aad  be  laid  upon  my  back  ?"  Wherefore  view 
^em  clofely,  and  conjfefs  them  particularly  before  God* 

1.  In  the  firft  place,  bewail  thy  original  fin,  the 
fountain  of  all  thy  a£lual  tranfgreflionsj  as  did  David, 
Pfal.  li.  5«  *'  Behold  I  was  Oiapen  in  iniquity,  andi& 
fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me." 

2.  Acknowledge  and  mourn  over  the  finful  out- 
breakings  of  thy  life,  whereby  thou  haft  diflionoured 
God^  and  grieved  his  Holy  Spirit-^  and  efpecially  fins 
againft  light. 

3*  Be  biunbled  for  thy  fins  of  omifiion,  for  negle£b« 
ing  of  commanded  duties,  particularly  for  the  negle£fc^ 
of  prayer  in  fecret,  and  of  family-religion« 

4«  Mourn  for  the  lofs  of  precious  time.  Alas  for 
the  time  of  youth  mif  fpent,  many  Sabbath*days  trifled 
away ! 

.  5.  Lament  thy  long  flighting  of  Chrift,  and  falvation 
through  his  rightcoufnefs,  which  fo  preflingly  hath  been 
offered  to  thee  in  the  gofpeL 

6.  Bewa'd  thy  ftifling  the  convi£lions,  and  quenching 
the  motions  of  the  Spirit,  and  thereby  provoking  him 
to  depart  from  you. 

7*  Mourn  for  thy  unthankfulnefs  to  God  for  mercies 
and  deliverances,  which  might  have  allured  you  to  re* 
peniance  and  newnefs  of  life. 

8.  Confcfs  thy  ftubbomnefs  under  former  affli£lions, 
which  hath  provoked  God  to  fend  new  trials  upon  you. 

9.  Be  humbled  for  thy  earthly  mjndednefs,  in  that 
thou  haft  all  thy  days  been  careful  and  cumbered  about 
many  things>  and  haft  negleded  the  one  thing  necef- 
fary. 

10*  Mourn 
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10*  Mourn  for  the  latenefs  of  thy  rq>entance9  aa^ 
thy  prodigtotts  folly  in  delaying  fo  long  to  bethink  thj- 
fclf,  and  turn  to  toe  Lord.  "  Oh  how  unwifely  have 
I  aded,  to  mi8-fpend  the  time  of  health,  and  delay  fo 
great  a  work  till  now,  that  I  am  laid  on  a  fick-bed  ! 
And  nON«',  if  I  die  before  I  am  converted,  I  am  loft  for 
ever.  O  Lord,  I  am  afhamed  and  confounded  at  my 
madnefs  and  folly,  and  have  no  excufe  co  plead  for  my* 
felf,  but  mud  ftand  afar  off,  with  the  poor  publican* 
Ind  fmite  upon  my  bread,  and  cry,  V  ^^  b^  merctfol 
to  me  a  finncr." 


DiKBCT.  V,  Flee  prefently  to  Jefus  Chrift  by  a  true 
faith,  and  clofe  with  him  as  offered  to  you  in  the 
gofpeL 

ART  thou  fenfible,  O  (inner,  of  thy  grieroua  inult 
and  ill-defervings. before  God?  then  do  not  defpair; 
for  Jefus  Chrilt,  who  hath  offered  to  Divine  juftkce  an 
all.fufficient  facrifice  for  fin,  is  offering  himfclf  to  tfaee, 
feying,  O  diftreffed  finncr,  *^  Look  unto  me  and  be 
laved  ;  turn  unto  me,  why  will  you  die  ^  Come  uato 
me,  heavy-laden  foul,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.  He 
that  Cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  nowtfe  cad  out*"  Will 
not  fo  gracious  words,  fuch  moving  calls,  melt  thy 
heart  within  thee,  and  make  thee  cry  to  him,  **  Lord 
}efu8,  i  flee  to  th^e  as  my  refuge*  for  deliverance  from 
fin,  and  prote£tion  from  the  wrath  to  come  \  I  look  to 
thy  wounds,  I  truft  in  thy  righteoufnefs,  I  depend  on 
thy  merit,  I  lie  at  thy  feet,  and  this  I  am  refolved  to  do 
as  long  as  1  have  a  breath  to  draw  in  the  world." 


Direct. 
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Di&scT.  IV.    Call  for  the  EMen  of  the  Churchi  that 
they  may  pray  o?er  you  in  your  Sicknefs^ 

THIS  id  the  Apoflle  James's  diredions  to  the  rick» 
James  v.  14.    He  doth  not  fay,  if  any  be  fick»  let  htm 
fend  for  the  phyfictans,  but  for  the  eldert  or  minifters* 
It  is  true,  phyGcians  are  to  be  called;  but  not  in  the 
firft  place*     It  was  Afa's  fault,  that  in  hisr  difeafe  he 
fought  not  to  the  Lord,  but  to  the  phyficians ;   and, 
alas !  how  many  follow  his  example?  minifters are  onty 
calkd  for  in  the  laft  place,  and  very  often  when  the  time 
is  paft,  the  fick  being  at  the  point  of  death,  and  fcarce 
capable  to  fpeak  or  hear*     But  if  you  deiire  to  reap  be- 
ndSt  by  the  inftruflions  and  prayers  of  minifters,  call 
for  them  timeoufly,  and  open  your  cafe  unto  them ;  feck 
their  counfel,  and  beg  for  their  prayers.     It  is  their 
office  to  teach  and  pray  for  you,  and  they  have  autho- 
rilv  to  offer  falvation  to  you  through  Chrift,  and  to  mi- 
niver comfort  to  them  tnat  are  caft  down ;  wherefore 
a  blefling  may  be  expeded  on  their  adminiftrations  and 
performances  more  than  others.     Hence  God  faid  to 
Ahimelech  of  Abraham,  Gen.xx.  7.  **  He  is  a  prophet, 
and  he  (hall  pray  for  thee.'*    And  to  Job's  friends,  coiv 
ceining  Job,  Job  xlii.  8.  *'  Go  to  my  fervant  Job,  and 
he  (hall  pr^y  for  you,  for  him  wilt  I  accept  \  leit  that  I 
deal  with  you  after  your  folly."     And, 

Lqflly^  Remember,  that  as  the  apoftle  James  enjoins 
the  fick  to  call  for  the  elders  to  pray  over  them^  lb  at 
the  fame  time  he  dire£ls  you,  James  v.  16.  to  confcfs 
your  faults  one  to  another,  Chriftian  to  Chriftian^  one 
friend  to  another,  the  people  to  their  miniilcr.  Not 
that  this  gives  any  warrant  for  the  Papifts  their  auricu- 
lar confeiuons,  which  they  force  upon  all  men,  to  their 
priefts,  as  a  fatisfa^ioa  for  (in,  and  whereby  they  rack 
thtir  confciences  (when  they  feel  no  diftrefs)  to  confefs 
their  moft  fccret  uiis,  to  enumerate  them  all  under  pain  ^ 
of  damnation,  and  which  they  ufe  as  a  politic  to  dive 
into  the  fecrets  of  princes,  ftates,  and  all  private  pcr- 
fons:  but,  as  Luther^  Calvin,  Bcza,  and  many  others  of 
onhodox  divines  do  .teach,  it  is  very  proftable  and  ne- 
Vol.  I.  P  ccffary 
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ceiTar^  for  thofe  that  are  inwardly  troubled  with  a  (enfi 
of  their  fins,  to  eafe  and  difturden  their  conlcteiioes^ 
by  confeiBon  of  them  to  the  faithful  mintftcn  of  Chrifti 
in  order  to  their  receiring  fuitable  counfeU  and  confo* 
lations  from  them>  fuch  aa  Chrift  bad  leftia  his  word 
for  contrite* hearted  .penitents. 

Thus  let  every  man  in  ficknefs  ufe  all  appointed  means 
for  preparing  his  foul  for  a  future  ftatc.  Thy  prcpara* 
tion  will  by  no  means  haften  death,  but  fweeten  it  td 
you.  Death  mu(l  furely  hate  a  moft  fornudable  afpeA 
to  an  unprepared  (inner;  he  may  falute  ic,  as  Ahab  did 
Elijah.  "  Haft  thou  found  me,  O  mine  enemy  ?•*  Why? 
St  brings  heavy  and  doleful  tidings  to  htm.  But  a  pre- 
pared foul  may  falute  death,  welcome^  O  my  fricod  .' 
thou  bringeft  me  tidings  of  great  joy ;  everlafting  de- 
liverance from  (in,  and  all  the  bitter  fruits  of  it.  I  fluU 
never  complain  of  thefe  any  more. 


CHAP.      V. 

Containing  direBions  to  the  people  of  God ^  nvhen  the  Lordh 
p/eafed  to  recover  them  from  Siclnefi  and  Diflrefs. 

Direct.  I.  It  is  very  proper,  both  under  ficknefs  and 
after  it,  to  examine  if  the  affliction  be  faodiified  to 
youy  and  hath  come  fron)  the  love  of  God. 

IT  would  be  very  comfortable  for  us  to  know  that 
the  afflictions  which  God  vifits  us  with,  are  not  the 
puni{hment  of  a  judge,  but  the  chaftifem^nt  of  a  fa- 
ther ',  that  they  do  not  proceed  from  wrath,  but  from 
love ;  that  they  are  not  curfes,  but  bleffings  to  us.  Now 
the  beft  way  of  knowing  this  is  by  the  eSe£ts  which 
they  work  and  produce  in  us/  through  the  bleffing  of 
.  God. 

1 .  Canft  thou  fay,  that  thy  affliAion  hath  humbled 
ihee  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  made  thee  confefs  and 

bewail 
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liewail  thy  fins  and  ftrayings  from  God  as  the  procuring 
caoiie  tHcreof  ?  hath  it  been  like  Mofes's  rod,  that  fmote 
the  rock»  and  brought  out  much  water  ?  DM  you  w^tet 
your  cottch  with  tears,  and  «<9um  humbly  before  God 
foT  all  th^  God-prorotii^^fis^s  ?  then  it  is  a  good  fign 
ficknefs  is  fan£lified* 

im  Doth  thy  affliSHon  drive  tfaee^  nearer  God,  and 
caufe  thtfe  aim  at  cYofer  Gommunton'with  God  in  duty 
than  fomfterly,  fayinfr,  **  however  cacelefs  and  overly  I 
hvft  been  in  daty  in  time  paft,  ic  is  furely  good  for  me 
aow  to  d€7LW  near  to  God  P*  Then  thy  iicknefs  is  a 
blefling  to  thee* 

3.  A£Ri£kion  is  fan£^ified,  when  the  corKoption  and 
deoeil^ulficfs  of  the  heart  is  the  more  difcoyered  and  laid 
open  to  the  view  of  the  foul ;  fo  ai  the  man  is  made  to 
dbhor  hitnfelf  in  daft  and  a(hes,  and  cry  oot  as  the  leper» 
*'  anelcan,  unclean v''  I  never  couid  have  thought  my 
heart  fo  wicked  as  now  I  fee  it* 

4.  It  is  a  fanAified  ficknefs  that  purgeth  the  hearty 
and  ehangeth  the  lifci  and  gives  a'  dead  ftroke  to  thy 
fins  and  idols  and  makes  thee  to  lothe  and  abhor  them 
more  than  ever,  faying,  with  Ephraimi  ^'  What  have  I 
to  do  any  more  with  idols  i**  • 

$1  It  18  a  blefied  rod,  when  grace  is  more  quickened 
and  ftivred  up  thereby,  and  the  man  turns  more  fruitful 
in  holy  duties  and  good  works ;  when  it  is  a  budding 
and  bloflbming  nxl|  like  to  Aaron's,  Numb.  xvii.     It  is 
recorded  there  of  Aaron*s  rod,  that  it  brouj^ht  forth 
budS)  bloomed  bloflbms,and  yielded  almonds*    So  it 
is  happy  with  us,  when  our  rods  and  ficknefles  do  pro- 
duce m  us,  not  only  the  buds  of  a  profeffion,  or  the 
bloflbips  or  fome  beginnings  of  a  reformations,  but 
even  caufe  us  to  yield  almonds,  fruit  favoury  to  God. 
Is  confcience  becorhe  more  tender  with  refped  to  fin  ^ 
Are  we  more  jealous  over  our  hearts?  Are  we  more 
fervent  in  prayer,  more  lively  in  praife,  more  mortified 
to  the  warld,  more  defirous  of  communion  with  God  ? 
then  may  we  fay  with  David,  "  It  is  good  jFor  us  that 
^e  have  been  afilia<id  •,"  and  with  Hezekiah,  "  thou 
haft,  in  love  to  my  foul,  delivered  it  from  the  pit  of 
corruption/* 

P  2  Direct. 
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Direct.  II*  Make  confcience  of  offering  to  God  the 
facrifice  of  ThankfgiviiYg,  .upon  his  recoreriog 
thee  from  ficknefs,  or  any  dtftreis* 

THE  Ffalmift  gives  us  this  direaidn  from  God,  Pf. 
1. 14,  15  ;  and  he  ihews  us  that  it  was  his  own  pradicc 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  Pf.  cxvi.  17.  Pf.  ciii.  i,  2,  3.  &c.  The 
command  is  juft,  let  us  obey  it  ;^the  example  is  excel- 
lent, let  us  imitate  it.  Praife  is  comely  for  the  upright. 
Here  I  (hall  give  fome  motives  and  advices* 

1.  Gody  who  is  the  author  of  all  thy  nnercies  and 
deliverances,  gives  you  tongues  for  this  ^ very  end,  that 
you  may  blefs  and  praife  him  for  thofe  mercies,  J^mes 
iii.  9.  Hence  man's  tongue  is  called  his  glory  above 
the  reft  of  the  creatures,  rf.  Ivii.  8.  There  is  none  in 
the  creation  fo  endued  and  qualified  for  praifing  God  as 
man  is.  Angels  have  reafon  and  minds  whereby  they 
adore  and  admire  God's  goodnefs  and  excellency,  but 
have  no  tongues  to  praife  him ;  beafts  have  tongues, 
without  fpeech  or  reafon  to  ufe  them :  but  man  bath 
both  reafon  and  fpeech,  that  he  may  both  admire  God's 
goodnefs,  and  with  his  tongue  found  forth  God's  praife. 
See  then,  O  believer,  that  you  ufe  your  tongue  to  an- 
fwtc  the  end  of  your  creation^  God  lofetb  his  due 
rent  of  praife  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  but  he  ex* 
pe£ts  it  froni  his  children,  whom  he  hath  formed  for 
this  end,  and  on  whom  he  hath  beftowed  many  diftin- 
guifliing  favours. 

2.  The  facrifice  of  thankfgiving  is  moil  pleafing  and 
acceptable  to  God.  He  loves .  your  tears  and  prayers, 
O  believer,  but  much  more  your  praifes.  How  well 
pleafed  was  our  Lord  with  the  poor  leper  Samaritan, 
that  returned  and  gave  him  thanks  for  curing  his  bodily 
diftemper  \  Luke  xvii.  He  difmiflcd  him  with  a  fpecial 
blefling,  and  cured  him  of  his  foul's  difeafes,  as  well  as 
of  his  body's.     And,  therefore, 

3.  Confider  that  thankfulncfs  for  thy  mercies  receiv- 
ed \%  a  more  profitable  oourfe  for  yourfelf ;  for  it  is  the 
way  to  get  more  and  better  bleflings  beftowcid  upon 

you 
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yoa»  according  to  Pf.  Ixvii.  j.6.  '^  Let  the  people  praife 
thee»  O  God.  Then  (hall  the  earth  yield  her  incrcafe; 
and  Gody  even  our  own  God,  (hall  blefs  U6."  Thankf- 
giving  for  former  mercies  is  a  kindly  way  of  petition* 
ing  for  new  favours,  and  Qod  will  underfland  it  in  this 
feofe. 

4.  God  16  fo  well  pleafcd  with  the  duty  of  thankf- 
giring,  that  he  honours  it  to  be  the  eternal  work  of  hea- 
Ten.  Whereas  other  graces,  fucb  as  faith,  hope,  and 
repentance,  will  then  ^  mdted  into  love  and  joy  for  e- 
yer ;  fo  other  dutie$  of  worQitp,  fuch  as  reading,  hear« 
ing,  and  prayer,  will  then  be  changed  into  that  of  praife 
ai^  thankfgiving :  The  glorified  company  above  will 
never  be  weary  of  this  work ;  and  (ball  we  not  delight 
in  it  now ;  when  God  is  calling  us  to  it  by  fo  many 
new  mercies  \ 

In  the  next  place,  that  thou  mayeft  offer  the  facrifice 
of  thankfgiving  to  God  for  thy  recovery,  with  gracious 
acceptance,  I  (hall  lay  before  you  the  following  advices; 

I*  See  that  your  heart  be  touched  with  the  fenfe  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  mercy  and  of  the  goodnefs  of  C^od 
manifefted  therein.  We  muft  put  a  due  value  upon  our 
mercies,  and  have  our  hearts  afFeded  with  God's  kind 
dealing  towards  us  in  thiem,  if  we  would  be  rightly 
thankful  to  God  the  author  of  them.  Hence  it  was 
that  David  called  upon  his  heart  and  all  within  him,  to 
ble(s  the  Lord  for  his  benefits,  Pf.  ciii.  i  •  and  in  Pf. 
cxxzviii.  I.  he  faith,  "  I  will  praife  thee  with  my  whole 
heart."  A?,  in  an  inftrument  of  mufic,  the  more  the 
found  comes  out  of  the  belly  of  it,  it  is  the  more  fsveet, 
id  our  praife  is  the  more  acceptable  to  God,  when  the 
heart  is  full  of  gracious  affe£kions. 

2.  Let  your  praife  be  the  native  refult  of  faith  and 
love  in  your  foul,  otherwife  it  will  be  but  an  empty 
ibnnd.  Faith  is  necefiary  to  draw  by  the  veil,  and  Oiew 
vs  the  perfections  of  the  vifible  God,  who  is  the  fpring 
and  author  of  all  our  mercies ;  love  gives  a  deep  fenfc 
of  his  goodnefs,  enlargeth  the  heart  towards  God,  and 
opens  the,  lips  to  (how  forth  his  praifes. 

3*  Study  to  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  own  unworthi- 
nefs  and  ili-defervings  at  the  Lord's  hand,  upon  the  ac- 
count 
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count  of  your  fins  and  ill-improvement  of  formev  deli- 
verances, faying,  wrth  Jacob,  Gen.  xixii,  io»  •*  I  am 
not  worthy  of  the  lea  ft  of  all  thy  mercies.'* 

4.  Look  sbove  inftruments  and  fecond  caufeSi  and 
do  not  afcribe  your  recovery  to  phyficiane  or  outward 
ipeans,  but  to  the  Lord,  the  prime  author  of  it,  whofe 
blefling  alone  it  is  that  gives  efficacy  and  fuccefs  to  the 
appointed  mean?,  and  by  whofe  mercy  <only  we  are  fpar- 
ed  arid  brought  back  from  the  gates  of  the  grave.  To 
this  the  Apoftle  attributes  Epaphroditus  hit  recorery, 
Phil.  \u  27.  **  Indeed  he  was  fick  nigh  unto  death,  but 
God  had  mercy  on  him."  Hence  we  are  told,  i  Sam» 
ii.  6.  "  The  Lord  bringcth  down  to  the  grave,  and 
bringeth  up."  1 

5.^  Obferve  narrowly  the  remarkable* eircumftances  of 
the  Lord's  goodncfs,  and  the  fweet  ingredients  of  thy 
mercies:  As,  for  tnftance,  (i.)How  difcemiUe  the 
Lord's  hand  was  in  thy  dcliTcrance,  which  obfigeth 
thee  to  fay,  Surely  this  is  the  finger  of  God?  This  is 
the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  mine  eyes. 
(2.)  How  thy  deliverance  came  to  thee  as  thc-return 
of  prayer,  that  makes  thee  fay.  Surely  he  is  a  prayer- 
hearing  God.  (3.)  How  deliverances  came  when  there 
was  but  little  ground  to  hope  for  tt«  See  how  He2ekiah 
obfeived  this  ingredient  in  his  recovery  from  ficknefs, 
Ifa.  xxxviii.  10.  1 1.  "I  faid  in  the  cutting  off  of  my  days, 
I  (hall  go  to  the  gates  of  the  grave  :  I  am  deprived  of  the 
refidue  of  my  years.  1  faid,  I  (hall  not  fee  the  Lord,  even 
the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living:  I  flnll  behold  man  no 
more  with  the  inhabitantsof  the  world.**  Ver.  15.  "What 
(liall  I  fay  ?  He  hath  both  fpoken  to  me,  and  himfclf 
hath  done  it."  Some  times  God  fends  deliverances  to  his 
people  when  they  are  mod  hoplefs,  and  faying  with  the 
captives  in  Babylon,  Ezek.xxxvii.  1 1.  '^  Behold  our  bones 
are  dried,  and  our  hopes  are  loft,  and  we  are  cat  off  for 
our  parts.  (4.)  Remember  how  the  extremity  of  thy 
diftrefs  was  God's  opportunity  of  Arnding  relief.  Abra* 
ham  never  forgot  the  feafonablenefs  of  God's  appear- 
,  ing  for  him  in  his  extreme  need  upon  mount  Moriah, 
>\hen  he  called  the  name  of  the  place  Jehovah  Jireb, 

for 


for  prefemng  the  memorial  oT  it  s  ''  in  th?  mountain 
of  the  Lord  it  will  be  fccn."  So  doth  Dmd,  Pfal  cxxvi. 
^*  I  was  brought  low  and  he  helped  me." 

6.  Let  the  pref<pnt  deltyerance  biiii^  all  former  mer- 
cies to  thy  remembrance,  that  fo  thou  mayeft  praife 
God  for  them  all,  whether  they  be  national  or  perfonal 
mercieBi  public  or.privat*,  fpirltual  or  temporal.  New 
mercies  fhould  revive  the'  memory  of  the  old,  and  all 
of  them  (hould  cooie  above  board  at  fuch  a  time  5  fo 
doth  the  Pfalmift  direA,  Pfai.  cv.  2.  '*  Sinor  to  the 
Lord,  talk  ye  of  all  his  wondrous  works."  And  what 
he  direfts  others  to,  he  pradifcth  himfelf  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
Ffal.  cxvi.  12;  "  What  ihall  I  render  to  the  Lord  for  all 
his  benefits  towards  me  ?" 

7  Be  ready  to  communicate  to  others  an  account  of 
the  Lord's  kind  dealings  towards  you,  and  the  fweet  in« 
gfedientd  of  his  mercies  ;  and  particularly  of  his  fend- 
ing fpiritual  deliverance  to  your  foul,  as  well  as  outward 
deliverance  to  your  body,  when  he  is  pleafed  to  do  fo : 
and  do  this  in  or4er  to  recommend  the  fervice  of  God 
toothers,  and  to  engage  and  invite  them' to  aflfiil  you 
in  blefling  and  praifing  the  Lord.  We  fee  how  David 
obCerved  his  foul's  deKverance,  Ffal.  cxvi.  j^  8.  and  de- 
clares his  experience  to  others,  PfaL  xxii.  22'  *'  1  will 
declare  thy  jiame  unto  my  brethren,  in  the  midil  of  the 
congregation  will  I  pratfc  thee."  Pfal.  Ixvi.  16.  **  Come*^ 
and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare  what 
he  hath  done  for  my  foul.^ 

Lajllyy  Remember  always  to  give  thanks  for  mercies 
to  the  Father  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chriil,  as 
.  diredled,  Epb-  v.  20«  Your  fpiritual  facrifices  are  only 
acceptable  to  God,  when  you  offer  them  up  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  I  Pet*  ii.  5.  As  we  mud  fcek  all  our  mercies 
in  Chrift's  name,  fo  we  mud  give  thanks  for  them 
alfo  in  his  name.  He  is  the  Mediator  of  our  praifes  as 
well  as  of  our  prayers.  Believers  have  not  one  mercy, 
but  what  comes  fwimming  to  them  in  Chrift's  blood, 
and  is  the  fruit  of  his  death  and  purchafe  to  them ; 
and  therefore  he  is  to  be  owned  and  looked  to  in  the 
receiving  of  every  mercy*  And  as  Chrift  is  the  only 
Mediator^  for   conveying   bleflings  and  mercies   from 

God 
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God  to  us,  fo  he  is  the  fole  Mediator  for  conyrcying  all 
our  fcrvices  and  fpiritual  facrifices  to  God.  God  ao 
cepte  of  therr  only  as  they  are  perfumed  by  Chiifl't 
meritorioua  facrifice  and  potent  interceiBon. 


DiRFXT.  III.  When  the  Lord  U  pleafed  ta  grunt 
thee  any  fignal  mercy  or  deliverance  from  trouble* 
beware  of  forgetting  die  Lord's  kindnefs  to^rardx 
thee. 

FORGETTING  of  God's  remarkable  kind  prori- 
df  iiccf,  is  an  evil  we  are  naturally  prone  unto,  when  we 
are  in  a  profperous  (late.    Hence  it  if,  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  gives  fo  many  cautions  againfl:  it  in  his  word  ; 
and  the  faints  of  God  do  fo  folemnly  charge  their  own 
fouls  to  beware  of  ity  as  in  Ffal.  ciii.  2.     *'  Blefs  the 
Lordy  O  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits  ;  "who 
healeth  all  thy  difeafes,  who  redeemeth  thy  life  from 
cJeftruftion.'*    Forget  not   his  benefits,  but  carefbilj 
preferve  and  treafure  them  up  in  thy  memory.     It  was 
ufual  for  faints  under  the  Old  Teftament,  to  fet  up  Tome 
vifible  monument  to  remind  them  of  God^e  fingular  &• 
vours  to  them  *,  they  ere&ed  ftones,  and  built  altars,  to 
be  memorials  of  the  mercies  they  received,  and  pat 
iiames  oh  the  places  for  this  end.     Let  all  this  teach 
you  to  guard  againft  this  evil  of  forgetting  the  Lord's 
kind  providence  in  recovering  you  from  ficknefs. 

You  are  guilty  of  this  evil,  when  you  do  not  duly 
value  the  mercy,  but  let  it  pafs  as  a  turn  of  common 
providence*  When  you  let  the  impreflion  of  the  mercy 
wear  foon  off  your  hearts  \  when  you  make  a  bad  ufe 
of  it,  or  do  not  rightly  improve  it  to  God's  glory,  and 
your  own  foul's  good  \  when  you  do  not  put  on  new 
refolutions  to  walk  more  exa£lly»  live  more  fruitfuUyi 
and  fcrve  God  more  holily  and  humbly  >  then  are  you 
guilty  of  forgel;(ing  his  benefits. 

This  is  an  evil  moft  grievous  and  provoking  to  a 
good  and  gracious  God,  as  is  evident  from  the  many 
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keavy  eomplaints  he  makes  of  his  people  for  it^  as  in 
Jttdg.  viii.  34.  Pfal-  Ixxviii.  1 1.  Pfal.  cvi-  13.  Where- 
fore watch  and  pray  againft  it* 

t 

Dx&ECT.  IV.  Eociuire  after  the  fruits  of  righteoaf- 
nefty  which  are  the  genuine  effects  of  affltAion 
in  the  children  of  God^  who  are  duly  exercifed 
thereby. 

THE  Apoftle  fpeaks  of  thefe  friitts*  Heb.  xii.11.  as 
xiatiTely  following  upon  fan£lified  affliftions,  and  a 
Idndly  exercife  of  fpirit  under  them.  And  therefore  it 
is  your  duty  to  enquire  if  they  be  produced  in  you. 

I.  The  increafe  of  true  repentance  is  one  of  thofe 
fruits  whidi  b  the  produ£l  of  fan£Bfied  triala.  Job 
fotuid  it  in  himfelf  on  the  back  of  his  affli^ioos.  Job 
sdiL  6.  ''  Now  I  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  duft  and 
alhcs.*  It  would  be  happy  if  we  could  find  our  hearts 
tiHiit  foft  and  melting  upon  the  view  of  fini  after  we 
have  been  in  the  furnace  of  aflliAion. 

a.  Another  firuit  is  the  improvement  of  faith.  The 
aflfided  believer  is  taught  to  look  to,  and  depend  more 
«^on  Gody  for  help  in  time  of  need,  and  lefs  upon  the 
creature.  He  now  fees  that  vain  is  the  help  of  man  in 
the  day  of  calamity,  and  that  God  in  Chrift  is  the  only 
proper  oi>jeA  of  the  foul's  truft.  This  was  the  fruit  of 
the  Apoftk*s  afflidion.  2  Cor.  i.  8.  pv  10.  **  We  were 
prcfled  out  of  meafure»  above  ftrength,  infomuch  that 
wf€  defpaired  even  of  life.  We  had  the  feotence  of 
death  in  ourielves,  that  we  (hould  not  truft  in  ourfelvcs, 
btit  in  God  that  raifeth  the  dead :  who  delivered  us 
from  fo  great  a  death,  s^nd  doth  deliver :  in  whom  we 
truft  diat  he  will  yet  deliver/' 

3.  Humility,  and  low  thoughts  of  ourfetves,  is  one 
of  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  whi<:h  fan£tiRed  afflidion 
€loth  yield.  How  proud  and  lofty  was  Ncbuchadnez* 
zar  before  his  affliCUopy  Dan  iv.  29.  30.  But  after«> 
wards  he  is  made  to  own  God,  and  humbly  fubmit  to 
him  as  his  fupreme  and  uncentroulablc  fovereign,  and 
to  acknovpledgCi  that  thoie  who  walk  in  pridcy  he  is 

Vol.  I.  Q^  able 
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fible  to  abafe,  vcr  27.  This  was  God's  dcfign  in  the 
yarious  triah  of  his  people  Ifrael  \n  the  wildefncfs.  Dent. 
yiii.  16.  *•  That  he  might  humble  thee,  prove  thee»  and 
do  thee  good  at  thy  latter  end.*'  Sec  then,  O  believer, 
if  this  fruit  be  produced  in  thee. 

4.  Another  fruit  is  the  fpirit  of  prayer  and  fuppli- 
cation.  This  was  vifible  in  the  Pfalmiil's  cafe,  after 
God  had  delivered  Kirn  from  the  forrows  of  death,  and 
heard  his  voice,  Pfal.  cxvi.  2.  *^  Therefore,  fays  he, 
will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I  live ''  O,  faith  a  true/ 
believer,  God's  mercy  to  me  in  trouble,  and  his  fend- 
ing me  relief  vvhen  I  cried  to  him,  will  make  me  love 
prayer  the  better,  and  engage  me  to  be  more  diligent 
m  it  all  my  days  i  for  I  flill  fee  I  hav^  daily  need  of  his 
helping  hand. 

5.  Heaven1y»mindednefs  is  a  fruit  of  fanQtfied  af- 
fli£tion;  Before  the  man  was  inclined  to  that  language, 
it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here,  let  us  build  tabernacles  in 
this  lower  world,  but  now  he  turns  his  tongue,  and 
changeth  his  thoughts,  and  faith,  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  It 
is  good  for  me  to  draw  pigh  to  God*  Arife,  let  us  de- 
part, this  is  not  our  reft.  This  world  is  oodiing  but  the 
houfe  of  our  pilgrimage,  heaven  only  is  our  home." 

6.  Another  fruit  of  fancbified  trials,  is  greater  love 
to  God  than  formerly.  How  much  was  David's  heart 
warmed  with  love  and  gratitude  to  God,'  upon  the  back 
of  his  affliction,  fo  that  he  wants  words  to  exprcfs  the 
affeflions  of  his  f^Jul  ?  Pfal.  cxvi.  1.  8.  12.  <*  I,  will  love 
the  Lord,  becaufe  he  hath  heard  my  voice,  I  was  brought 
Jow,  but  he  helped  me.  Thou  haft  delivered  my  loul 
from  death,  mine  eyes  from  tears,  and  my  feet  from 
falling.  What  (hall  I  render  to  the  Lord  fo^  all  his 
benefits  towards  me," 

7«  Learning  and  keeping  of  God's  word,  is  a  fruit 
of  fan£tified  affli£lion,  Pfal.  cxix.  67.  71.  Let  us  en- 
quire if  this  fruit  be  produced  in  us  after  ficknefs :  Do 
we  attend  to  the  word  more  clofely  ^  Uo  we  believe  it 
more  firmly  ?  Do  we  embrace  its  oflFcrs  more  carneft* 
Jy  ?  Do  we  rely  on  its  promifes  more  ftcdfaftly  ?  And, 
do  we  live  more  in  the  expectation  yf  that  glory  which 
the  word  dcth  reveal  to  us  ?  Then  it  is  good  for  us  that 
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tre  have  been  afflided,  for  we  liave  learned  more  of 
God's  word. 

8.  Ttndernefs  of  confcience  is  a  happy* fruit  of  fanc- 
tificd  trouble,  when  the  believerj  after  it,  becomes  ex« 
.  ceedingly  afraid  of  fin,  and  of  making  new  wounds  in 
^18  coofbienoe.  He  cannot  think  of  adventuring  again 
upon  any  known  fin,  for  tlie  fmart  of  former  wounds, 
and  the  pain  they  occafidned  in  his  foul,  when  diftrefs 
lay  upon  him,  makes  deep  and  lading  imprelBon  on  his 
xnind,  as  it  did  en  the  afilided  church,  Lam.  iii.  19. 20* 
''  Kemembering  mine  affliction,  and  my  mifery,  the 
wormwood  and  the  gall,  my  foul  hath  them  ftili  in  re- 
mciqbrance,  and  is  humbled  within  me.''  Now,  fuch 
fruits  of  righteoufnefs  are  an  evidence  we  have  beert 
fuitably  exercifed  under  afflidion.  O  to  find  them  pro- 
duced in  us  after  ficknefs  is  over  ! 


Direct.  V.  Be  careful  to  perform  thofe  Refolu- 
tions.  Engagements  or  Vows>  you  have  come 
under  in  the  time  of  Sicknefs  \  and  walk  fuitably 
to  them* 

AS  a  time  of  ficknefs  and  affli£tioil  is  a  proper  fcafoh 
for  making  vows  to  Goci,  and  binding  our  fouls  with 
Ircfolutions  to  mortify  fin  in  the  heart,  and  purge  it  away 
from  the  lifci  and  to  be  diligent  in  duty,  and  walk  more 
bumbly  with  God  \  fo  a  time  of  recovery  from  fickncf«,' 
is  a  proper  feafon  for  paying  and  performing  thefe 
Yows.  This  was  the  royai  P&lmift's  pra£kice  in  fuch 
a  cafe^  Pfal.  ctvi.  6.  16.  17.  18.  *M  Was  brought  low, 
and  he  helped  me.  Truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  J  am  thy 
fervant.  1  will  offer  to  thee  the  facrifice  of  thankfgi^- 
ing.  .  1  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord,  now  in  the 
prefence  of  all  his  people."  Now,  for  your  afiiilance 
in  this  matter,  I  ofier.you  thefe  few  advices* 

i.  Defer  not  to  pay  your  vows,  but  be  fpeedy^  and 
take  thy  firft- opportunity  to  j>ay  them.  Delays  in -this 
cafe  are.  moll  dangerous  :  Solonrion,  chat  wife  man,  was 
/  (^a  fenfible 
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fenfiUc  of  this,  whkli  imde  him  gire  tfab  adrice*  EocL 
V.  4.  **  When  thou  voweft  a  vow  unto  God,  defer  not 
CO  pay  it.'* 

a*  Be  {^U  jealous  of  thy  heart,  which  it  prone  to 
deal  tieachetoufly  with  Ged  after  affiAion  is  over: 
The  lfr?elice8  p^aftice  ia  a  fad  uiftaocc  of  this  traAi 
Plal.  hixtiiL  34.  &c.  <*  liVhes  he  flew  them,  then  rhef 
fetight  him,  and  they  returned  and  en^pired  early  sfcer 
God,  &c«  Nererthelcfi  they  did  flatter  him  with  their 
mouths,  and  they  lied  to  him  with  ilieir  tongues  :  fior 
their  heart  was  not  right  with  him,  neither  were  they 
ftedfait  in  his  covenant.''  The  purpofesof  many  in  af- 
fliAion,  are  like  the  vows  of  mariners  in  a  ftoror  ;  thtf 
are  the  firft  things  which  they  forget  and  breaks  when 
once  they  win  (afe  atbore.  However  penitent  towe 
feem  to  be  in  ficknefs,  yet,  when  they  recover  firom  it, 
they  foon  return  to  their  old  fins  agadn.  They  are  like 
metals  in  a  furnace  \  they  melt  and  turn  Uquid,  w^iik 
in  it,  but  when  out,  they  foon  return  to  their  old  hard- 
nefs.  There  is  good  reafon  for  that  caution  the  Lord 
gives  us,  Mai.  ii.  1 6.  **  Therefore  take,  heed  to  your 
^irit,  that  ye  deal  not  treacherouflj/* 

3.  Cry  contmuaUy  for  ftrength  from  above,  to  enable 
you  to  perform  your  vows.  The  Pfalmift  took  this 
courfe,  and  found  it  fuceefsful,  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  3.  ^  In 
the  day  when  I  cried  to  thee  thou  anfweredft  me»  and 
ftrength^inedll  me  with  ftrength  in  my  foul."  And  for- 
get not,  O  believer,  that  God  has  treafurcd  up  ifaength 
for  thee  in  thy  Head  and  Svyrcty,  Chi ift  Jefus  %  where- 
fore be  ftill  borrowing  from  himi  for  the  performing  of 
all  thy  engagements,  a  Tim.  ii.  i*  '*  My  fon,  be 
ftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus."  Put  thy 
treacherous  heart  in  thy  Surety's  hand }  for  though  thou 
art  weak,  yet  thy  Redeemer  is  ftrong.-  Whenever  then 
you  firft  perceive  your  heart  begin  to  ftart  afide  from 
God,  be  lure  to  check  it,  and  lode  up  to  God  in  Chrittf 
for  ftrength  to  fecure  it  againft  treachery  and  perfidi- 
ous dealing :  Cry  with  the  Pfalmift,  ^  Be  furety  for  thy 
fervant  for  good.*? 

4«  Guard  diligently  againft  thy  predominant  fin,  the 
fin  that  hath  molt  ealily  befet  thee,  the  fin  that  was 

moft 


moft  bkter  and  uneafy  to  thee  in  the  day  of  dfftreft« 
Keep  a  narrow  cyc.  upon  it  fio^%  for  if  once  that  fin 
be  frot  ▼antjuiflied,  the  reft  will  the  more  eafily  be  pot 
to  flight^r 

$.  Be  frequently  meditating  on  thy  Yoway  and  on 
the  condition  thOu  waft  in  when  they  were  taken  on, 
mod  ftudy  ta  keep  alire  in  thy  heart  the  fame  apprehen^ 
fion  of  things  after  ficknefs»  which  thou  hadft  in  the 
time  of  it.  How  vain  and  eomfortlefa  did  the  world 
Mid  its  vanities  then  appeur  to  thee !  How  awful  wer0 
the  truths  of  God  on  thy  fpirit !  How  far  preferable 
was  the  ioring-kindnefs  of  God  to  thee,  than  life!  How 
|»rectou8  was  Chrift  then  in  thy  eyes !  O  that  your 
jadgmentf  thoughts  and  imprelBons  of  thefe  things  may 
continue  ftili  the  fame  ! 

6.  Keep  up  the  imprciEons  of  the  precioufneb  of 

time,  that  you  may  diligently  improve  it ;  and  (hake  oflF 

floth  and  idlenefs.    Remember  what  a  view  you  got  in 

the  time  of  ficknefs  of  long  lafting  eternity,  and  what 

a  trouble  it  Was  to  you  to  look  back,  and  fee  how  much 

time  you  had  loft  in  fin  and  vanity.     When  ibmetimes 

we  are  brought  to  the  brink  of  eternity,  the  near  views 

we  then  get  of  its  vaftnefs  and  unchangeableneb,  are 

(bmetinaes  fo  awful  and  amazing  to  us,  that  we  are 

ready  to  think,  though  we  had  Methufalem's  years  Xq 

live,  it  would  be  unieafonable  wilfully  to  mifpend  one 

hour  of  them  all*    Well  then,  is  ficknefs  oter,  our  time 

(q  fliort,  and  fo  little  of  it  remaining  behind  >  Will  we 

be  fo  foolifti^  as  to  be  lavifli  of  it  ftill,  and  trifle  it  away 

as  before?  ^ 

7*  Set  a  fpecis^i  mark  upon  all  thm  fins,  whether 
of  omiifion  or  commiifion,  that  made  death  look  grim 
tod  ghaftly  upon  you  in  the  time  of  ficknefs,  and  againft  ' 
which  ybtt  refolved  \  and  fee  to  get  every  one  of  them 
amended  and  removed  •  Remember  and  confider  how 
fad  it  Will  be  for  you,  if  ficknefs  find  you  again  in  the 
very  fame  fins  which  formerly  ftung  you.  What  will- 
you  £iy  to  confcience,  when  it  fliall  challenge  you? 
How  will  you  look  death  in  the  face,  if  it  (hould  find 
you  Uying  in  the  very  fame  Cns  you  formerly  mourned 

for, 
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iou  and  promired  againft  ?  death  would  then  be  dtf 
king  of  terrors  to  thy  foul  indeed. 

O  then  mbd  thy  vows,  and  fay,  with  the  Pfalmift, 
Pfal.  Ivi.  12.  13.  "  Thy  \ows  are  upon  me,  O  God; 
i  will  render  praifes  to  thee.  For  thou  hall  delivered 
my  foul  from  death;  wiit  not  thou  deliver  my  feet  from 
falling,  that  I  may  walk  before  God  in  the  land  of  the 
living  ?" 


CHAP.    VI. 

(^ontoinirtg  DireBionr  to  the  Unregeneratey  when  tbfy  are 
rec.vertd  from  Sichnefs^  and  reftored  to  Hea/tb. 

Direct.  I.  Seeing  the  afHldlioss  of  the  wicked  arc 
unfancltfied,  it  is  necefiary  you  examine  what  fort 
of  affli£lion  yours  hath  been,  and  what  fruits  it 
hath  produced  in  you.    ' 

I  HAVE,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  (bowed  that  the 
afHidions  of  believers  are  fatherly  chaftifemenC5» 
proceeding  from  love ;  that  they  are  fanttified,  and 
yield  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufoefs.  I  have 
given  the  marks  of  fandified  affli^ions,  and  metitioned 
the  happy  fruits  vi'hich  they  produce  in  the  children  of 
God. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  neccflary  to  let  Chriftlefs 
perfonh  know,  that  their  afHi6tions  are  of  a  difTerent 
kind  ;  they  are  even  puni(hments  from  God  at  a  judge, 
proceeding  frcm  wrath :  they  arc  unfnndlified  to  them, 
and  produce  no  frui:s,  but  what  are  bitter  and  unfa- 
voury. 

Well  then,  O  Chriftlefs  foul,  thou  haft  reafon  to  fuf- 
peQ  the  worft  concerning  thy  (jcknefs,  that  it  hath  not 
been  fan&ified,  and  its  fruits  are  not  good.     O  then* 
labour  to  know   the  truth  of  the   matter,  that   thou- 
mayell  be  humble  under  a  fcnfe  of  thy  mifcry,  and  flee 

to 
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t6  Jcfus  Chrift  for  relief.  And,  for  thy  afTifrnncc  in 
this  enquiry,  I  ihali  give  fome  marks  of  unfundifieH 
afflictions. 

1.  If  ficknefs  hath  not  humbled  thee  under  a  fenfc 

of  thy  £ns,  the  procuring  caufe  thereof,  nor  any  wife 

hath  ireakened  fin  in  thee,  nor  reclaimed  thee  from  it, 

but  it  remaineth  in  thee  as  ftrong  as  ever ;  it  is  a  fign 

thy   afflidion  is  unfandified.      This  was  the  cafe  of 

thoie  of  whom  God  fromplaineth,  Jen  ii.  30.     ^<  In 

TOii  have  I  fmitten  your  children;  they  received  not 

corredion."     As  if  he  had  faid,  the  phyfic  I  gave  them 

did  not  purge  out  fin }  nor.  weaken  corruption  in  the 

leaft.     They  have  been  ftricken,  bfit  not  grieved  for 

fin :  the  fire  hath  burnt  round  about  them,  but  they  h^v ^ 

not  laid  fin  to  heart,  that  kindled  the  flame. 

2.  It  is  a  mark  of  unfar.6ltfied  affliction,  wlien  it 
hath  no  influence  upon  a  finner  to  bring  him  to  a  ferious 
communing  with  his  own  heart  concerning  the  (late  of 

.his  foul,  and  to  enquire  in  whit  terms  he  (lunds  with 
God  that  affl  ds  him.  God's  voice  by  affliction  is  that 
in  Haggai  i.  7*  "  Now  confider  your  ways."  In  the 
day  of  adverfity  confider  where  you  are,  what  you  are, 
what  you  have  done,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  rod, 
what  will  be  the  iflue  of  it  through  eternity,  in  cafe  it 
hath  a  com  million  to  cut  the  thread  of  life..  Now 
when  a  man  remains  (lupid  and  carelefs'abrut  tiiefe 
important  matters,  and  never  noticcth  the  voice  of 
affli£lion,  fo  as  to  eiiquire  fcrioufly  about  his  fouTs  con- 
dition :  •*  Am  I  under  a  covenant  of  workf,  or  a  co- 
venant of  grace  ?  Am  I  a  child  of  God,  or  an  cnerry 
of  God  ?  Have  1  fled  to  the  city  of  refuge,  or  am  I  iti>i 
in  a  (heltcrlefs  ftate?  Am  1  dill  under  a  cloud  of  wratb» 
or  am  I  brought  under  the  banner  of  love  ?*'  I  f.iy, 
where  there  arc  no  fuch  enquiries,  the  afflidion  is  u^;- 
fAnSificd, 

3.  It  is  a  certain  fign  of  unf^nflified  affliftion,  wl.en 
a  perfon  grows  worle  by  it,  and  revolts  the  more  he  is 
ftricken,  like  thcfc,  Ifa.  i.  5. 

^efl.  •*  When  may  it  be  faid  that  a  perfon  groAS 
worle  by  affiftion  :** 
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Anf.  When  the  finner's  heart  tunit  harder  than  it 
WM  before;  fo  every  plague  in  Egypt  increafed  the 
plague  of  hardnefs  in  Pharaoh's  heart.  It  fares  with 
many  hearts  as  with  iron  that  is  often  heated  in  the  fire, 
and  quenched  in  the  water,  it  ftiU  increafeth  in  hard'* 
nefs.  2f  When  a  perfon  givetb  way  to  impatience  and 
murmuring  againft  God  while  he  afflidis  him.  3.  When 
the  lufts  of  the  heart  grow  more  ftrong  and  impetuous, 
and  afterwards  rage  the  more,  that  they  hare  been  ftopt 
in  their  courfe  by  afflidionf  In  fuch  cafes  ^  per/oa 
grows  worfe  by  the  rod. 

Direct.  IIv    G)iifider  the  great  danger  of  not  bemg 
.  bettered  by  iickneisji  and  of  not  complying  with 
the  voice  of  God's  rod. 

GOD's  Toice  by  his  rod  doth  loudly  call  finners  to 
rqpentance,  and  fleeing  to  the  Lofd  Jefus  Chrift  for 
refuge  from  wrath.  Now,  when  this  roice  is  not  heark* 
ened  to,  but  men  go  on  in  their  fecure  and  finful  courfe 
as  before,  God  is  highly  provoked,  and  the  iffue  will  be 
tenibie :  For, 

1.  Though  ficknefs  be  removed,  and  the  furnace  of 
aiBiflion  be  cooled  for  the  time  \  yet  the  wrath  that 
kindled  it  continues  dill  to  bum*  And  you  hate  ground 
to  fcrar  Jed  you  be  rahked  among  thofe  who  are  the 
generation  of  God's  wrath,  againft  whom  he  will  have 
indignation  for  even 

2.  If  lefTer  rods  do  not  awaken  you,  you  ma^xpe£t 
greater  and  forer  judgments  are  coming  on  you.  X^a, 
God  may  caufe  them  to  come  rolling  thick  upon  yoU| 
as  waves  and  billows  in  a  ftorm,  one  upon  the  neck  of 
another.  The  great  depths,  both  above  and  below,  may 
be  opened  together ;  the  difpleafure  of  God,  and  wrath 
of  men,  may  confpire  and  meet  to  pour  out  themfeives 
as  water  fpouts  upon  you  at  once  \  and,  to  whom  then 
will  ye  look  for  help  ? 

3.  The  Lord  may  give  over  dealing  with  you,  or 
uCug  any  further  means  to  reclaim  you  -,  he' may  re- 
fufe  to  correct  7°**  ^"X  n^or^>  or  beflow  a  rod  upon 
yo\x  ior  yQ      aood,  and  fay  of  you,  as  of  Eplvaim, 

"'^  ^  Hot 


\ 


Rof.  Ww  ¥^7.  .<^  EpNr^n^  h  joikidd  €0  bis  idbb/  fct  him 

4V  Tbe  Lo^d  may  give  you  19  to  fpiritual  phgues 
and  judgments ;  and  indeed  this  commonly  n  the  rtCvAt 
of  obfttnaiey  tfid  intMrigiftleaefs  UMer  outvard  xod^. 
When  Ifniel  woatdxiM  hearken  tl»  CMf^^mke,  he  gav6 
them  up  to  tbsk  own  heart's  lufti,  P£d.  Ixxxi.  ii.  il» 
Ncrar,  diefe  plagues  are  the  fevereft  of  all  others.  Ex- 
ternal judgments  are  GodTsrcids,  but  fpiritual  judgments 
are  Ms  fwords,  whieh  pierce  the  very  foul.  Blindneft 
of  mind,  haidoefs  of  heart,  fearedneft  of  oonfcience, 
vfle  affisAionSi  and  a  reprobate  fi^nfe,  am  the  very  fore« 
runners  of  hell  and  damnation.  Thofe  who  are  im* 
patient  and  unfruitful  under  outward  affli£lions,  have 
caufe  to  tremble,  left  God  be  provoked  to  infiiQt  thofe 
fpiiicual  judgments* 

5*  Be  afliiredy  though  God  fpare  you  long^  yet  the 
glais  of  his  forbearance  will  at  length  ri^n  out.  God's 
ptience  towards  finners  hath  a  term  and  bound,  over 
which  it  will  not  pafs.  The  time  will  come  when  a 
long- fuflfering  God  will. at  laft  fay,  My  Spirit  (faati  no 
longer  drive  •,  and  the  Migel  will  cry,  as  Rev.  xiv.  f* 
"  The  hour  of  God's  judgment  is  come.**  You  that 
abufe  God'&.patiencey  and  ptefume  upon  it,  his  treaty 
of  peace  will  end  with  you  in  a  Httle,  and  the  mafter 
of  the  hottfe  will  rife  up  and  (hut  to  the  door.  Then 
patience  will  come  down,  and  juftioe  will  afcend  the 
ftage,  and  trample  upon,  and  triumph  over  all  that  abufe 
Divine  patience.  Sodom  was  a  wonder  of  God'S  pa- 
tience for  a  long  time,  but  now  it  is  a  lading  monu^ 
went  of  his  anger. 

<^. .  If  you  be  not  bettered  by  God^s  rods  or  fparing 
nercies,  then  your  prefervation  at  prefent  will  be  no-» 
tbing  but  a  refervation  for  the  day  of  God's  wrath.  And 
the  longer  your  cup  of  fin  b  a  filling,  the  fuller  ihall  the 
cnp  of  God^i  wrath  be  for  you  :■  by  your  impenitence 
and  abufe  of  God's  patience,  yoii  trealure  up  wrath  foif 
yoorfelves  againft  the  day  of  wrath,  Rom.  ii.  4.  And 
tboogh  you  be  delivered  from-  fome  judgments,  you  are 
frfcrved  for  worfe  5  yea,  for  feven  timea^worfe,  accord- 
ing to  Lev.  xxvi.  23. 24,  Nsy,  there  is  a  ruining  blo^ 
Vot.  L  R  dcagned 


I3«.  DkMMsia  ibi  VnrtgHUniui  • 

dcfigned  agamft  you»  both  foul  tad  bodf,  a»  fbon  at 
^  your  cup  u  full ;  and  the  ax  it  already  hid  to  the  root 

!    •  of  the  tree,  Mat.  iiu  lo.     One  blow  of  God's  ax  wid 

{  cut  off  for  ever. 

I  Remember  cMi,  O  finner,  lhottf;h  God*a4ia»d  be  fift- 

ed  oflF  you  at  prdent,  and  his  mefienger.  Death,  be  for 
a  little  recalled,  yet  he  mil  quickly  return,  and  knock 
fo  loud  at  your  door,  aa  not  to  be  refufed.     And,  what 
will  you  do  in  the  day  of  yifitation  ?  how  gfaaftly  muft  ^ 
I  the  pale  horfe  be,  wneo  hell  follows  lum  at  his  heels  ? 

and»  how  hot  and  fierv  muft  that  hell  be,  whkh  is  in* 
flamed  and  blown  up  by  fa  long  impenitence  and  abofe 
of  patience  i 


i 


DiEECT.  IIL    Wonder  at  the  patience  of  God  In  fpaiw 
ifig  fttch  hell- deferring  finncrs  as  you  are^  and  be 

thankful  for  it. 


*  HATH  a  Iong-fu0ering  God  preferred  the  thread  of 

1  your  life,  when  it  was  almoft  fnapt  afunder  by  the  vio- 

j  lence  of  ficknefs  i  hath  he  freed  you  horn  racking  pains 

I  under  which  you  are  groaning  i  nay,  fared  you  from 

i  the  grave  and  bell,  into  which  you  were  falling  ?    and 

j  have  you  not  caufe  of  wondering  and  thank%iving^ 

\  To  move  you  to  it,  csnfider  thefe  few  things  : 

;;  I.  How  miferaUe  had  you  been  through  all  eternity, 

if  your  ficknefs  had  carried  you  oflFto  another  world  m 
your  fins  ?  Tou  had  been  howling  with  damned  ffMrits, 
•  under  endlefs  and  ceafelefs  torments,  and  for  ever  cot 
off  from  thefe  hopes  and  ofiers  of  m^rcy  you  now  have. 
Then  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  would  have  had  the  door 
fo  barred  againft  you,  as  it  could  never  have  been  even- 
ed again  to  you,  knock  as  you  would,  Luke  xiii.  35. 

2.  Confider  how  heavily  you  had  burdened  his  pa- 
tience with  your  heinous  fins,  and  frequent  rdapfes 
thereinto ;  and  that  after  conviAions,  calls,  and  various 
rods  ient  to  reclaim  you ;  fo  that  he  was  put  to  fay,  as 
'n  'Amos  it  lA*  '*  Behold,  I  am  prefled  under  you,  as 
■  ^«  is  hteff^^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^  (heaves."  He  was  ovcr- 
*  |iF^  burdened 
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bttTdened  wiA  your  fins,  fe  that  the  asle-tfee  of  pa- 
tieiice  irma  teady  to  breaJc,  and  let  you  fail  into  hell ; 
and  yett  behold  he  bears  with  you  ftill. 

3*  CcnEi6der  how  foon  he  could  hare  eafed  himielf 
of  the  load,  and  (haken  you  off  into  the  pit  of  deftruc* 
tion.  In  a  moment  could  he  have  done  it,  and  yet  he 
bears  many  years  with  your  finsi  that  are  fo  grievous 
to  him.  Tea,  it  is  with  a  fort  of  reludance  that  he 
eafisa  himfelf  of  finners,  after  he  gets  the  utmoft  pro- 
^ocationy  I&iadi  i.  24.  '*  Ah,  I  will  eafe  me  of  my  ad- 
verfanea/* 

4.  How  ready  is  he  to  turn  away  his  anpier,  and  re* 
priere  finners  from  deftruQion,  when  in  their  diftrefs 
they  make  but  a  fhew  of  rq)entance  and  turning  unto 
God  !  as  we  fee  in  Pfal.  Ixmii.  36.  38.  Hie,  lilce  a 
tender-hearted  prince,  calls  back  the  warrant  for  their 
execution  after  It  was  gone  forth. 

5.  ConGder  how  much  many  Chriftleft  finners  are 
beholden  to  Jefu9  Chrift  for  fparing  mercy.  He  is  re- 
prefented  by  the  drefler,  Luke  xiii.  interceding  that  the 
truitlefs  fig  tree  might  be  fpared  and  tried  fpme  time 
longer^  after  orders  given  to  cut  it  down.  Were  it  not 
for  Jiefus  Chrift,  O  finner,  howerer  much  you  forget 
and  fl^ht  him,  you  had  furely  been  in  heU  long  ere 
now.  How  often  doth  he  obtain  another  year,  and 
after  that  another,  for  the  unfruitful  finneri  and  un* 
thankful  abufers  of  Divina  patience  ! 

tf«    Oonfider  how  fparing  mercy  hath  diftinguiihed 

you  from  many  otherSi  who  lived  not  fp  long,  nor  (in* 

ned  <b  nrach  as  you  have  done.     God  hath  wo«nde4 

the  hairy  fcalp  of  many,  and  taken  them  away  in  their 

youth  (  when  he  hath  continued  you  to  manhood,  and 

perhaps  to  old  age  \   though  your  fins  and  ill-deferv* 

uigsbe  greater  than  thofe  of  many,  on  whom  he  hath 

lo^  fince  taken  vengeance,  Gdd  hath  left  many  alio 

toffing  and  groinmg  on  beds  of  pain,  when  he  hath 

«afed  and  helped  yoa  up.      O  men  return,  like  the 

thankful  leper,  and  magnify  the  God  of  your  health. 

Hath  God  diftinguiQi^  ybu  from  others  by  his  good- 

^rfs  ?  it  becomes  you  to  diftingui(h  ypurielves  from 

others  by  your  tbankfulnefs.    O  that  men  would  praife 

R  2  the 


th«  Lord  for  his  jgooidac6 !  ondefiirved  anl  diftiogoiHi* 
ioggoodnieft  1 

To  move  you  to  thisy  let  me  fet  tho  cxamfle  of  Hei^ 
tekiah  before  jWt  Ifa,  xuyiii.  aod  thore  £ce  bow  thaiik<* 
fully  and  affeaioiiately  he  remembered  the  Lord^s  mei* 
eies  in  recovering  and  delivering  him  from  the  bUtev 
affliflion  he  had  Ken  under.  *'  I  laid,  I  am  dq^rived 
of  the  refidue  of  my  years,  I  (hall  behold  man  no  more 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  world.  Like  a  crane  or 
fwallow,  fo  did  I  chatter  \  I  did  n>oum  as  a  doTe.  Be» 
hoId»  for  peace  I  had  great  bitternefs ;  but  tfaoa  faaft 
in  love  to  my  foul  delivered  it  from  the  pit  of  corrap- 
tion.  The  living  (hall  praife  thee  as  1  do  this  day*'' 
Yea,  he  vi^as  fo  overcome  with  a  fenfe  of  the  Lord's 

Eatience  and  mercy  towards  him,  that  he  is  at  a  iofa 
ow  to  exprefs  it«  ver.  15.  <<  What  (hall  I  fay  ?  be  hath 
both  fpoken  unto  me,  and  hiniifelf  hatb  done  it." 

Let  all,  who  are  recovered  from  Gcknefsy  ftudy  to 
imitate  that  good  king  in  holy  admiration  and  thankful* 
neis  tp  the  God  of  their  life. 


DtRECT.  IV.     Study  to  improve  the  fparing  mercf 

and  goodnefs  of  God  to  you  in  a  right  and  fuitable 
manner. 

.  O  finnelr^  hath  God  brought  yOu  back  from  the  gate! 
q^  death,  and  brink  of  heil,  reftored  you  to  health*  and 
given  you  a  new  offer  of  mercy  and  falvaticp  tltfao^ 
Chrift  in  a  preached  gofpel,  which  you  formerly  de^ 
fpi£ed  ?  Strive  now  to  improve  the  Lord's  patient  and 
kind  dealings  towards  you  with  the  wtmoft  care,  .and 
abufe  his  patience  no  longer.  And,  in.order  thereunto, 
take  the  following  connfels. 

L  Be  deeply  humbled  for  your  foroler  obftinacy  and 
impenicency,  aotwidifbinding  of  God*s  gracious  and 
padent  dealing*  .O  let  thejfparing  mercy  and  goodnefs 
of  God  toward  tfeee»  lead  ttiee  to  repentance,  which  is 
the  native  deftgn  ofUt,  according  to  Rom.  ii.  4*  **  Def* 

pifeft 


biieft  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  forbearance  and 
long  fuiFeringy  not  knowing  that  the  goodncfs  of  God 
leadeth  thee  to  repentance?  As  if  he  had  faid,'  '*  Doft 
thou  not  fee,  O  tnan,  the  kind  providence  of  God  in 
fparing  and  recoVeriog  thee  from  ficknets^  taking  thee 
by  the  hand,  and  pointing  out  to  thee  to  go  to  thy  clo- 
fet,  and  to  mourn  and  weep  for  all  thy  bypaft  (ins,  and 
particularly  for  thy  mifpending  the  time  of  thy  heahh, 
and  abufing  of  the  Lord's  patience?*'  The  confidcra- 
tion  of  David's  goodnefs  and  forbearance  towards  Saul, 
melted  Saul's  heart,  for  as  hard  and  rugged  as  it  w<ts, 
and  made  him  to  lift  up  his  voice  and  weep,  and  fay  to 
David)  1  Sam,  xxiv.  17.  &c.  **  Thoii  art  more  righ- 
teous than  I ;  for  thoU  haft  rewarded  me  good,  where- 
as I  have  rewarded  thee  evil."  "  And  thou  haft  (hewed 
this  days  how  that  thou  haft  dealt  well  with  me ;  for. 
aftnucb  as  when  the  Lord  had*  delivered  me  into  thine 
handj  thou  killedft  me  not.    For  (fays  he)  if  a  man  find 
his  enemy,  will  he  let  him  go  well  awiay  ?**  Oh,  far  more 
reafon  haft  thou,  O  man,  to  weep  and  cry,  ''  God  hath 
found  me  his  enemy,  yea,  in  my  enmity  and  (ins,  fight- 
!hg  agaihft  himfelf,  he  had  me  on  a  fick  bed,  and  on 
the  verv  brink  of  hell,  and  the  leaft  touch  of  his  hand 
would  have  thruft  nie  in  :  But  yet  he  hath  fpared  hU 
enemy,  and  let  me  go  well  away.     Oh,  will  not  thefe 
cords  of  love  draw  me,  and  this  matchlefs  goodnefs  in- 
vite and  hire  me  to  repent  ?  Can  any  connderation  in 
the  world  be  more  powerful  than  this  to  melt  my  hard 
heart  into  tears  of  holy  (hame  and  forrow  for  my  ftifF* 
neckednefs  and  rebellion  againft  a  gracious  and  long- 
fuffering  God  ?     Away  with  thefe  curfcd  Ged  provok*. 
ing  fins  of  mine  ?    Down  with  thefe  weapons  of  re- 
bellion !  Let  me  never  lift  them  more  againft  fuch  a 
merciful  Sovereign  \ 

'  IL  Zealoufly  improve  the  time,  which  God  in  his 
long  fuffering  hath  lengthened  out  to  you,  in  working 
out  the  falvation  of  thy  foul.  Have  you  fo  long  been 
loading  the  patience  of  God  with  your  (ins  ?  Have  you 
many  a  day  been  grieving  his  Holy  Spirit,  by  trifling  a- 
way  your  time,  flighting  his  motions,  and  venturing  oil 
fms  againft  light  ?    O  thenj  beware  of  burdening  his 

patience 
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patience  any  mote;  but diliKently  hearken  toereiy  i 
tion  of  God's  Spiriti  and  of  your  own  confcience,   for 
the  time  to  come*    You  have  much  work  to  do^  and 
hnt  little  time  to  do  it  in ;  therefore  lay  hold  oft  cverf 
opportipity  for  carrying  it  on.    The  confideration  of 
thr  much  time  you  have  already  loft  and  mifpenti  ihoold 
make  you  the  more  diligent  in  what  remaineth.     How 
tnuch  of  it  have  you  loft  in  youth  ?     How  much  in  ii^- 
norance?  How  much  in  negliji^ence  ?  How  much  in 
wortdlinefs  ?  How  much  in  pafUmes  ?  How  much  in 
idle  words  ?  How  much  in  a^ual  fins  and  provocations 
againft  God  ?  And  now  it  may  be  near  the  evening;  of 
your  day.    And  will  you  not  fpend  the  evening  (which 
God  is  mercifully  lengthening  out)  with  extraordinary 
^are  and  diligence  ?  If  a  traveller  lofe  the  b^inning  of 
the  day,  he  muft  travel  the  fafter^  in  the  evening,  other- 
wife  he  may  fall  Ibort  of  his  journey,  and  have  his  lodg« 
ing  to  feek  when  night  comes.  Paid  had  mifpent  much 
of  the  beginning  of  his  life;  and  this  confideration 
(when  his  eyes  were  opened)  did  ftir  him  up  to  be  the 
more  diligent  in  the  fervice  of  God,  fo  that  he  was  more 
zealous  than  any  of  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles*    O  man^ 
follow  his  example,  and  trifle  no  longer  in  the  work  of 
^od.    Art  thou  not  convinced  thou  haft  fquandered  a- 
way  enough  of  this  precious  treafure  of  time  already  f 
And,  wilt  thou  alfo  mifpend  and  throw  away  the  little 
that  remains  ?  Oh  be  not  fo  foolifti. 

HI.  Be  careful  to  raze  all  falfe  foundations,  and 
build  your  hopes  of  falvation  upon  the  only  fure  rock« 
Jefus  Chrift.  Let  it  not  difcourage  thee  to  dig  to  the 
foundation,  that  fo  much  of  thy  da^  is  loft ;  for  it  is 
better  to  do  it  late  than  never.  Remember  how  mife- 
table  is  the  condition  of  that  houfe  which  is  built  upon 
the  fand.  Matt.  vii.  27.  **  For  when  the  flood  comes,  and 
the  florm  arifes  and  beats  upon  it,  great  and  difmal  will 
the  fall  of  that  houfe  be.**  Do  not  build  your  hopes  of 
heaven  upon  God's  abfolute  mercy,  upon  your  convic* 
tions,  upon  your  freedom  from  grofs  fins*  upon  your 
prayers  or  tears,  upon  your  morality  and  juft  deaUngs 
with  men :  Though  thefe  be  neceS*ary  and  excellent  in 
themfelveSi  yet  they  are  falfe  foundations  for  you  to 

build 


iMHid  the  hopes  of  your  jttfttfication  and  falvatioo  iipon» 
foraig  they  aie  whdl j  inQifficient  to  bear  fuch  a  weight. 
However  much  thefe  things  hare  been  efteemed  and 
Tilled  by  yon  formerly,  in  the  matter  of  jufttfication ; 
yet  if  you  vefolre  to  be  a  wife  builder,  you  wiH  let  them 
all  now  go,  yea«  count  them  all  but  lofs  and  dung  that 
you  may  win  Chrift,  (our  only  hope)  build  on  him 
alone,  and  be  found  in  hini,  not  having  on  your  owa 
nghteottfnefsy  which  is  but  filthy  rags. 

WeU,  dien^  raze  and  tear  up  every  falfe  foundation, 
dig  deep,  till  you  get  to  the  rock  Chrift.     Dig  deep 
into  the  holy  law  and  nature  of  God  $  dig  till  you  fee 
the  inEnite  ftridnefs  of  Divine  juftice,  the  unfpeakable 
evil  that  is  in  fin,  the  hidden  vilenefs  and  abominations 
of  die  heart,  your  own  inability  to  do  any  thing  for 
^our  help  and  relief.    Dig  yet  further»  till  you  fee  the 
mfinite  fulnefs  and  fireenefs  of  God's  grace  in  Jefua 
Chrift^  that  fttitable  remedy  that  anfwers  all  a  poor  fin« 
net's  needs.     Dig  deep»  and  d^  ftill  on,  till  ydu  get 
to  thb  rock ;  let  your  cry  be  ftill  to  God,  Lord  lead 
me  to  the  rock  Chrift,  and  his  allfufficient  righteouC- 
nc&»  onlT*     A€t  faith  upon  this  rock,  rely  on  it,  build 
all  yonr  hopes  on  it,  and  fay,  <<  this  is  my  reft  for  ever  ;, 
here  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it.    Lord,  t}i6  d&- 
fire  of  my  foul  is  only  to  Chrift,  and  to  the  remem- 
brance ot  his  name.     His  name  is  a  fweet  ointment 
poured  forth ;  .therefore  do  the  virgins  love  him/' 

iV,  If  yott  would  rightly  improve  the  fparing  mercy 
aod  goodnefs  of  God,  let  it  lead  you  to  repentance  and 
reformation  of  life.  Turn  from  all  the£i  fins,  whether 
of  omifiion  or  commifiion,  now  in  the  day  of  health, 
which  confdence  challenged  you  for  in  the  time  of  Tick- 
nc(s.  Mind  Chrift^s  caution  and  warning  to  healed 
finners,  John  v.  14.  "  Behold  thou  art  made  whole ; 
fin  no  more,  left  a  worfe  thing  befal  thee.'*  O  let  fin 
die  with  thy  ficknefs ;  and  do  not  relapfe  into  thy  for- 
nierfecurity  and  finful  ways.  Beware  of  returning 
with  the  dbg  to  thy  vomit,  and  like  the  fow  that  is 
Waflicd  to  the  wallowing  again  in  the  naire  of  thjr  for- 
^^)or  fins  and  unclcannefs ;  left  being'  entangleJ  and 

overcome 


OTercome  again  with  the  fihhtnefs  which  tfaov 
haft  efcaped,  thj  latter  end  prove  w^e  dian  diy  be» 
gtbntng* 

Laftly^  And  to  fum  up  all  I  (hall  fay  in  thi^  chapter, 
be  careful  to  redeem  time,  and  a£^ive  in  proriding  for 
an  eternal  ftate.      O  prize  and  Taloe  the  mercy  of 
health  and  ftrengthi  more  than  ever.    Sympafiitie  wit& 
thofe  who  are  KM  lying  on  fick-beds,  and  under  laa- 
guiflitng  diftempers ;  negled  not  to  pity  and  piuy  for 
them.    Remember  the  diftrefled  cafe  you  were  ia  your, 
felves,  when  you  had  no  reft  in  your  bones»   when 
wearifome  nights  were  appointed  to  yoiij  and  you  were 
full  of  toflTmgs  to  the  dawning  of  tM  day»      ConOder 
how  flippery  is  your  ftandtng.     Though  the  late  ftorm 
of  trouble  be  overi  yet  the  clouds  will  return  after 
rain* 


CHAP.    VII. 

Containing  diredhns  to  thofe  Jick  perfons^  vfho  art  aft» 
parentlj  in  m  dying  condition^  and  drawing  near  ts 
another  world* 

I  HAVE  ahead V,  in  the  firft,  third,  and  fourth  chap- 
ters, given,  ieveral  dircftions  concerning  our  fub* 
miflion  to  the  will  of  Gpd,  making  prcjparation  for  death, 
calling  for  minifters,  edifyintc  others  by  our  difcourfe, 
fettling  our  worldly  affairs,  &c.  which  are  very  proper 
for  dying  perfons ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  not  repeat  themi 
but  proceed  to  fpcak  of  other  things.  Only  let  me  add  " 
this  word ;  have  you  hitherto  negledled  to  make  your 
wills,  fettle  your  worldly  affairs,  fend  for  the  minifters 
to  difcourfe  with,  and  pray  for  you  j  delay  it  no  longer, 
but  do  it  fpeedilvy  while  you  have  the  ufc  of  your  rea« 
fon  and  underftanding.  And  what  I  haVtt  more  to  hy, 
t;Ae  it  in  the  following  diredions. 

Direct. 
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Direct.  I.  Confider,  when  Death  ftares  you  in  the 
'ftBdt^  that  how  is  the  time^  if  erer,  to  exert  the  ut- 
mod  a£tivity  in  preparing  to  meet  with  it. 

ALAS,  U  ts  to  be  regretted  that  the  moft  paft  of  men 
neg1e€l  thetf  fouls,  itiifpend  their  life,  mifimprove  their 
health,  and  leave  undone  the  work  for  which  they  were 
cheated,  jjrefenred,  and  enjoyed  the  gofpcl.    Surely  a 
near  profped  of  d(^th  and  f adgihent  cannot  but  be  un« 
eA(y  to  fuch  perfons.  What  a  melancholy  thought  muft 
it  be  for  a  dymg  mail  ?     "  Oh !  I  had  all  my  time  giv- 
en me  to  make  preparation  for  endle&  eternity  5  and, 
a!a»,  I  never  minded  it  till  now,  that  I  muft  leave  the 
ftage  tii  this  world.    Is  there  any  ho^^e  for  fuch  a  care- 
lefs  ind  miferaWt  ffnncr*    I  acKrtowledgc  the  cafe  is 
fad,  biit  yet  it  is  not  temedilcfs  nor  deftcratc  >  feeing 
thert   It  a  facrifici  provided  fc«p  ydUr*  fins,  and  there 
is  an   allfufficient  Saviour  in  your  offer,  who  never 
did  clft  but  any  humbled  ibuT  that  came  to  him  for 
mercy  t     You  havi6  ^teat  reafon  indeed  to  abhor  and 
condfenm  yourfelf  befote  God,  for  your  fin  and  folly ; 
yet  ^efpait*  not,  but  b^Hete,  whatever  be  your  fins^our 
dangers,  your  feah,  artd  fcrtiptatidns,  that  Jefus  Uirift 
is  bodi  able  and  Willing  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that 
come  to  God  by  him,  and  that  hU  grace  aboundedi 
more  than  your  fin  aboundeth.   O  how  glad  would  de- 
vih  And  damncid  fouls  in  hdl  be,  if  they  were  but  ih 
yoQf  cafe,  and  had  your  offers  and  hdpes  !  how  dili- 
gently wotrld  they  improVc  the  time  of  mercy !  O  be 
perfuadedtheii  to  fpcrtd  the  little  time  that  now  remains, 
with  the  utmoftcarc,  in  making  penitent  confcflion  of 
fin  to  God,  and  applying  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  pardon. 
Nay,  even  the  beft  of  God's  people  have  need  to  be  di- 
Hgent  at  this  time  in  making,  afiual  preparatiotis*for  dy« 
ing.     God  is  noW  faying  to  you,  as '  Jofhua  did  to  the 
Ifiaelites,  Jofh.  i.  11.  '*  Prepare  youviduald,  for  with* 
in  three  days  y^  (half  pafs  over  this  Jordan,  to  go  in  10 
poilifs  the  lartd  which  the  Lord  your  tSod  giveth  you." 
Lay  in  provrfions  for  your  pffirg  over  this  Jordan  of 
<^tafh  :  you  tno^  not  how  rough  this  paffage  may  be. 
Vol.  I.  S.  I  fhaU 
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I  (hall  give  fome  motives  to  prefs  this  diligent '  and 
iflive  preparatibn!;  and  therefore. confider,    . 

i^  The  (hort  time  of  vour  iifc  that  remains  is  all  the 
time  you  have  for  virorking  out  your  falvation.  .  What 
you  do  for  attaining  heaven,  or  avoiding  hell»  mud  be 
done  now,  or  never  ;  'for  there  is  no  work  nor  device 
.  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goeft«  nor  is  there ,  any  com- 
ing back  to  this  world  to  amend  what  hath  been  doQe 
amifs.  Dying  is  a  thing  you  cannot  get' a  trial  of^  it  is 
what  you  can  only  do  once,  and  no  morCi  Heb.  ix*  27* 

2.  Be  diligent  now ;  for  as  foon  as  death  gets  com- 
miflion  to  cut  you  ofF|  it  will  execute  it :  it  will  not  fpare 
you,  nor  allow  you.  one  minute  more  time  to  prepare 
for  eternity*  The  moft  mercilefs  enemies  have  feme- 
times  been  overcome  by  the  prayers  and  tears  of  fuch 
aS)  on  their  knees,  do  tieg  a  little  xnore  time  to  prepare 
for  another  world  ;  and  do  hearken,  to  their  rcquefts : 
but  this  enemy,,  deaths  will  not  grant  one  moment^s  re- 
fpite. 

3.  Confider  ths^t  youx  eternal  ftate  and  condition  wiii 
be  according  to  the  (late  in  which  you  die.  De^th  will 
open  the  doors  either  of  heaven  orhell  to  you,  in  one 
of  which  you  (hall  take  up  yqur  eternal  abode.  As  the^ 
tree  falls  at  death,  fo  will  it  lie  through  eternity. 

4.  Confider  what  a  feridus  and  awful  matter  it  is  to 
die,  and  go  into  another  world,  for  then  you  will  bare 
immediately  to  do  with  God  your  judge ;  there  will  be 
no  veil  then  between  him  and  your  fouL  You  will 
then  enter  into  a  world  of  fpirits,  wherewith  you  are  fo 
little  acquainted :  you  are  frighte4  now  to  go  into  s 
room  alone,  that  is  faid  to  be  haunted  by  a  fpiht  \  how 
frightful  then  muft  the  cafe  of  thofe  be,  who  are  hur- 
ried into  a  world  of  fpirits,  not  knowing  but  devils  rauft 
be  their  companions  for  ever  !  Surely  then  it  is  your 
intereit  to  give  all  diligence  now,  to  make  your. ac- 
quaintance with  the  Lord  of  that  world,  before  you  en- 
ter into  it. 

3.  Put  forth  thy  utmoft  a£)ivity  for  thy  foul  now  \ 
for,  to  be  fure,  Satan  will  put  forth  his  utmoft  againft 
it.  If  thou  be  in  a  ChriiUefs  ftate  at  this  time,  he  will 
ufe  all  his  efforts  and  ftratagems  to  keep  thee  from 

Chrift', 
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Chrift  ;  either  by  flattering  thee  that  thy  ftate  is  goocf, 
thereby  to  lull  you  aileep  in  fin  and  fccurity,  of  by  tel- 
ling thee,  it  is  out  of  time  to  help  matters  with  thee, 
thereby  to  drive  you  into  dcfpair.  The  devil  will  leave 
no  method  unattempted  to  ruin  thy  fouTi  wheii  death 
is  near;  for  he  knows^his  time  is  (hort ;  and,  if  he 
catch  not  the  foul  then/ he  will  never  ^et  it:  and  nei« 
thcr  can  he  hurt  it  hereafter ;  .for,  if  once  it  enter  hea« 
vcn,  he  c^n  trouble  it  no  more. 

If  thou  art  a  believer  in  Chrift,  Satan,  thy  malicious 
enemy,  will  not  fail  to  attack  thee,  at  this  time,  with  all 
his  might;  for  though  he  may  kno^  he  cannot  keep  thee 
out  of  heaven,  yet  he  will  labour  to  render  thy  paffagc 
towards  it  as  dark,  tempeftuons,  and  uncomfortable,  a9 
poflibiy  he  can.     But  it  is  thfc  believer's  happinefs,  this 
cruel  enemy  is  under  a  (Irong  chain^  and  cannot  do  all 
he  would  ;  for  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  good  ft)epherd,  that 
hath  undertaken  for  all  his  (heep.     Neverthelefs,  by 
his  uife  permiflion,  this  advetfary  may  fometimes  give 
great  difturbance  to  a  dying  faint ;  which  calls  thee  to 
the  greatei^  diligence  and  watchfuluefs  at  this  time«  It 
is  the  obfervation  of  one,  that  a3  the  devil  is  moft  bufy 
at  the  concluGon  of  a  duty,  as  of  prayer,  that  the  Chrif- 
tian  may  be  moft  difturbed  and  diftra£led,  when  ^e  is 
toclofe  up  all  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  fo  alk  his  de^ 
fires  be  fruftratcd;  fo  he  is  moft  bufy  in  the  coclnu- 
fion  of  our  days,  and  when  death  is  at  hand,  feeking 
by  temptations,  diftraAions,  and  faifc  imaginations,  to 
do  us  all  the  mifchief  he  can,  and  all  becaufe  he  know- 
eth  his  time  is  (hort ;  according  to  that  word,  Rev.  xii. 
12.  •*  The  devil  is  come  down,  having  great  wrath,  be- 
caufe that  he  knoweth  he  hath  but  a  Ihort  time.*     He 
may  fitly  be  called,  the  wolf  if  the  evening,  mentioned 
in  Jer.  v    6.  in  re}i;ard  he  comes  forth  moft  fiercely  in 
the  evening  of  men's  lives,  to  fet  upon  their  precious 
fouls.  Tea,  fo  buly  is  he  feme  timet,  with  believers  under 
dangerous  Hcknefs,  feeking  to  overthrow  iheir  faith  and 
affurancc,  that  it  is  the  oofervation  of  a  good  m^n,  that 
he  fcldom  Teeth  a  fick  faint,  followed  dote  with  temp- 
tations, recover  of  that  ficknefs  ;  for  Satan,  knowing 
be  hath  but  a  little  time,  proves  as  uneafy  to  him  as  ne 
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cao.  H<ace  that  great  roan  of  God.  Mr  Knox,  fai^, 
when  he  came  to  die :  ^  In  my  lifetime,  the  devil 
tempted  me  to  defpair,  calling  my  fins  in  my  teeth  «  but 
now,  in  my  GckQefs,  he  tells  me,  I  have  been  faithful 
in  the  minillry,  and  fo'have  merited  heaven :  But  blef- 
ied  be  God,  who  brought  thefe  texts  into  my  niind» 
**  Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  in  m/e.  What  haft  thou 
that  thou  haft  not  received  V*  The  children  of  Ifrael  had 
never  fuch  hot  work  from  their  enemies,  as  when  they 
juft  came  to  enter  into  the  promifed  land. 

What  need  then  haft  thou,  O  believer,  to  be  diligent 
in  thy  preparations  on  a  dying-bed  to  quicken  grace, 
i^ut  forth  thy  utmoft  ftrength,  bring  all  the  afliftance 
thou  canft  from  the  Captain  pi^  thy  falvation,  when  thou 
haft  fuch  a  cruel  enemy  to  encounter  with  1  Now  is  the 
time  for  adipn,  though  yet  it  will  be  your  wifdom  to 
leave  as  little  %q  be  done  ^  this  time  as  pofl^e. 


PiRECT-  II'*  Continue  to  the  laft  in  the  cxcrcife  of  true 

Repentance  and  Humiliation  for  Sin. 

F03S1DONIUS»  who  wrote  A^  life  of  Aiiguftinet 
iaid  that  he  often  heard  him  fay  in  his  health,  that  re« 
pentance  was  the  ficteft  difpoGtion  both  for  dying  ChiiC* 
tians  and  minifters }  and  fcr  himfclf,  that  he  died  wUh 
tears  in  his  eyes,  weeping  for  fin.  When  death  ap* 
proachech  nearefc,  we  Ihotild  thus  Q,ir  up  ourfelves  to 
give  fin  the  moft  deadly  blow  of  any  we  have  given  it 
all  our  life-  As  i|  is  laudable  to  die  forgiving  Gnners 
that  have  wronged  us,  fo  alf3  taking  r<;venge  upon  fin 
that  hath  injured  a  (gracious  God.  The  apoftle  telU  us,, 
2  Cor  viii  1 1.  that  indi^nauon  and  revenge  attend  true 
repentance*  Wherefore,  as  Samuel  to^k  vengeance  on 
Agag  a  little  before  his  dv^ath,  and  Mofes  (at  God's 
command^  avenged  the  children  of  Ifrael  of  the  Midia*- 
nites,  juft  before  he  was  gathered  to  his  people,  Numb. 
xxxi.  2.  and  dying  Sa^fon  gave  the  moft  fatal  blow  to 
the  Philiftines,  of  any  he  had  given  them  before  ;  fo  a 
dying  Cbriftian  (hould  take  the  fevereft  revenge  on  fin 
at  laft|  which  hath  fo  often  through  his  life  dimonoured 

God, 
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God,  pierced  Chrift,  and  grieved  his  hoJy  Spirit.  It  t9 
the  la(t  opportunity  you  will  have  to  (how  your  indig« 
nation  at  it,  and  therefore  d^  it  eSs£luaUy- 

Again^  con(ider»  it  is  old  fins  un  mourned  for,  that 
^nany  times  keep  believers  fo  much  in  the  dark,  when 
they   come  tp  die*    Tbefc  do  raife  manv  thick  clouds 
about  their  rv^nin^  fun,  and  hinder  them  irom  goinpr  oS* 
the  ftage  with  fuch  comfortable  affurance  of  God's  love» 
aa  orherwife  they  might  attain  to.    Thefe  did  very  much 
hinder  Job's  peace  and  fettlement  in  the  day  of  afflic- 
tion, as  he  complains.  Job  xiii.  26.  **  He  makes  me  to 
poflefs  the  iniquities  of  ray  youth."     It  is  a  fad  thing 
when  young  (ins  and  old  bones  meet  together.    O  that 
I  young  people  would  mind  this  in  time !  Tou  are  doing 
that  noW|  which  will  abide  with  you  to  age,  if  not  to 
tternity*  Sin  mud  be  bitter  fome  time  or  other,  for  God 
calls  it  a  root  that  bears  gall  and  worm  woodt  Deut.  xxix. 
18.     Ifrael  could  not  have  peace  nor  fuccc^  while  there 
was  an  Achan  in  the  camp  ^  fo  neither  can  you  have 
confolation  or  aflTurance,  while  any  fin  lie»  unreckoned 
for  in  the  confcience.    Make  a  thorough  fearch  then 
into  old  fins»  and  mourn  over  them.    We  6nd  Paul  fre- 
quently calling  over  the  fins  of  his  life,  and  even  thofe 
he  wa.!"  guilty  of  before  coaverfion  :  **  I  was  injurious^ 
abUfphcmer,"  &c.  whereby  he  obtained  much  in  ward 
peace  and  confolation.     Be  often  looking  back  to  old 
fins,  with  inward  forrow  and  faith  in  Cbrid's  bloody  if 
you  would  have  a  death-bed  eafy  and  fuft  to  yoo. 


DiiECT.  in.  Be  mindful  of  all  a£ls  of  Juftice  and 
Charity  which  may  be  incumbent  upon  you  at  this 
time« 

IT  is  great  wifdom  in  Okcn  to  let  tie  their  worldly 
^airs  in  time  of  health,  that  £0  ;heir  minds  may  be  free 
lot  fpiritual  exercifes,  and  not  difturbed  with  earthly 
cares  and  bufinefs  when  they  come  to  a  dying  bed ;  bu% 
if  this  hath  been  negle£led  hitherto,  it  mud  not  be 
omitted  now*     I  have  given  direAions  about  it^  Chap.  I. 

Direa. 
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Dire£l.  VI.  fo  that  I  (hall  fay  little  here,  only  be  care- 
ful to  do  ji|(lice  to  every  man,  as  much  as  in  you  lictb; 
and  particularly,  i.  By  making  a  jufl  and  rational  pro- 
vifion  for  your  wife  and  ^children.  2-  By  ordering  the 
payment  of  all  your  juft  debts,  without  defrauding  any 
of  your  lawful  creditors.  3.  By  making  reftitution,  in 
cafe  you  have  wronged  any  man.  If  jufticc  be  not 
done  in  thefe  matters,  how  can  your  fouls  be  dUbor- 
dened  of  guilt  i 

In  the  next  place,  forget  not  the  afts  of  charity, 
which  God  requires  of  all  the  profeflbrs  of  the  gofpcK 

1.  Seek  reconciliation  with  your  neighbours,  where 
any  difference  or  miftakes  have  fallen  in  ;  that  fo  you 
may  die  in  peace  and  charity  with  all  about  vou. 

2.  Be  ready  from  the  heart  to^  forgive  thofe  that  have 
done  you  any  wrong.  If  the  natural  fun  fhould  not  gp 
down  upen  our  wrath,  much  lefs  {hould  the  fun  of  our 
lives  ;  if  you  carry  an  unforgiving  fpirit  with  you  into 
another  world,  how  can  you  expefl  to  meet  with  a  for- 
giving  God  there  ?  When  he  hath  exprefsly  declared, 
clared,  Matt.  vi.  15.  "  If  you  forgive  not  men  their 
trefpaffes,  neither  will  your  Father  forgive  you  your 
trcfpafles."  O  then,  imittite  your  glorious  Saviour,  and 
his  martyr  Stephen,  who  at  their  death  begged  mercy 
from^God,  for  thcfe  that  mortally  hated  them,  Luke 
xxiii.  34,  Afts  vii.  60. 

3.  if  the  Lord  harh  given  you  fubftance,  honour  the 
Lord  with  it,  by  leaving  fome  part  of  it  to  the  poort 
and  to  pious  ufes.  I  have  preflbd  this  once  and  again 
before ;  but  1  mention  it  frequently,  becaufe  it  is  much 
forgotten  by  dying  perfons  in  our  age.  Remember,  it 
16  not  left  arbitrary  to  you  to  give  or  not,  as  you  pleafe: 
No,  for  God  doth  charge  it  upon  you  as  a  duty  :  yea, 
a  debt  that  you  owe  to  hiip,  1  Tim.  vi.  17,  18. 
•*  Cliarge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world,  &c.  that  they 
do  good,  be  rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  diftribute," 
And  \x  pronounccih  them  blcffcd  who  confider  the 
poor,  Pial.  xli.  1.  1  grant  that  people  are  not  to  leave 
ail  thiir  works  of  charity  to  a  deathbed  ;  thefe  ihould 
aifo  be  minded  in  our  lifetime,  fo  as  to  make  our  own 

hands 
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hands  our  executors*  and  our  own  eyes  our  overfecrs  of 
oar  cliaritable  projects  ^  hut  furely  it  is  a  proper  feifoii 
for  (he w^ing  charity  to  G  ^d's  DOor»  when  we  are  Jeavtng 
t\\en\,  and  cannot  have  occaGon  for  fliowing  it  more. 
Remember  what  is  recorded  of  Dorcas  after  her  death, 
AGts  ix.   36.  th^  (he  w^s  a  woman  full  of  good  works 
and  alms-deeds.     And  her  friends,  ver.  39.  (hewed  the 
eff<f£l5  of  her  charity  to  Peter  after  her  death.   All  which 
is  written  for  our  example  and  admonition,  that  we  may 
be  rich  in  fuch  good  work$»  ihat  our  friends  may  have 
them  to  (how  after  our  death.     Surely  it  is  a  fign  of 
the  degeneracy  of  the  age,  and  that  religion  is  on  the 
declining  hand,  when  people  generally  fall  fo  (hort  of 
'    the  zeal"  and  piety  of  their  fathers  in  thefe  matters. 
4*  It  would  be  a  commendable  work  of  charity  in 
dying  perfons,  to  be  giving  many  good  counfels  to  their 
relations  and  children,  and  to  be  putting  up  many  fer- 
vent prayers  to  God  for  them.    So  C!brift,  when  near 
to  death,  committed  his  fpiritual  children  to  his  Father, 
and  earneftly  begged  his  pfote£iion  and  care  of  them, 
John  xvii.  i  I  •  *'  I  am  no  more  in  the  world,  but  thefe 
are  in  the  world :  keep  them  through  thy  name,  keep 
them  from  the  evil,'*  &c.     In  like  manner,  cry  to  God 
for  your  children,  **  Lord,  thou  haft  gracioufly  given 
them  to  nie,  I  now  reftore  them  Sack  to  thee.    They- 
were  bom  to  me  once,  O  that  they  may  be  born  to  thee 
a  fecond  time  I  I  am  leaving  them  in  the  midft  of  fnares 
and  temptations,  O  that  it  may  be  their  happinefs  to  be 
the  preferved  in  Jefus  Chrift  !  keep  them  by  thy  power, 
through  faith  unto  falvation.     O  take  them  within  the 
bond  of  thy  covenant,  and  be  thou  their  Father  to  pro- 
ttGt,  direft,  and  provide  for  them.     Give  them  a  name 
in  thy  houfe  better  than  of  fons  and  daughters,  that  I 
may  meet  with  them  at  thy  right  hand  with  everlafting 

joy." 

Lq/ily^  Be  fuitably  concerned  alfo  for  the  whole 
church  of  Chrift,  and  efpeciaDy  for  thefe  that  are  in  af- 
fii£llon,  chat  God  may  loofe  their  bonds,  fend  them  li* 
hcny  and  profperity  in  his  due  time,  **  Do  good  in 
thy  good  pleafure  unto  Zion,  build  up  the  walls  of  thy 
Jeruialem.  Peace  be  within  her  walls,  and  profperity 
within  her  palaces." 

Direct. 
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Di&BCir.  IV.  Labour  what  you  can  to  oforcofkie  the 
LoTc  of  Life,  and  Fcarg  of  Death :  that  you  may 
attain  to  willingnefs  to  die,  and  to  leave  the  worUy 
when  God  calleth  you  to  it. 

IT  is  no  wonder  that  a  wicked  man,  or  one  ih^t  hatt 
no  intercft  in  Chrift,  be  unwilling  to  die  :  Whv  ?  H^ 
is  afTrighted  with  the  guilt  of  pad  fins,  and  the  (ears  6^ 
of  future  torments ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  be  rid  of 
thefe  till  he  become  a  true  believer  in  Chrift.    No  man 
hath  ground  to  welcome  death  but  a  true  believer  ;  yet 
it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  fo  many  of  them  (hould  appear 
unwilling  to  leave  this'world,  which  is  nothing  to  them 
but  a  wildernefs  and  weary  land.     Lot^s  foul  was  vexed 
and  troubled  in  Sodom,  and  yet  he  was  loth  to  leare  it; 
fo  fome  believers,  when  called  to  leave  a  vexirtg  world, 
do  fhow  much  hankering  towards  it,  and  would  linger 
behind.     This  proceeds  partly  from  nature,    which 
dreads  diflblution,  and  partly  from   the   weaknefs    of 
grace*    But,  O  let  all  God's  children  labour  to  oref- 
come  this  averfion,  and  go  forth  to  meet  death  halfway, 
and  bid  it  welcome*    And,  for  their  help  in  this  mat- 
ter, I  (hall  lay  befbre  them  the  following  arguments. 

I.  Confider  how  little  reafon  a  believer  hath  to  be 
much  in  love  with  this  prefent  life*  t.  Itrsafinful 
life  \  fin  dwells  in  your  nature,  breaks  out  iii  your  life, 
and  pollutes  all  your  duties.  How  often  have  you  groan- 
ed under  this  burden  \  and  (hoald  you  not  be  glad  to  be 
eternally  delivered  from  it  ^  a.  tt  is  a  life  of  difcafeg 
and  infirmities ;  and  (hould  you  not  be  willing  to  be 
cured  of  them  all  at  once  ?  3.  It  is  a  life  of  tempta- 
tion :  Satan  is  flill  harraffing  thee ;  and  fliould  you  not 
be  defirbus  to  be  out  of  his  reach?  4.  It  is  a  life  of 
perfccutions  from  the  wicked  :  they  hate,  reproach,  and 
injure  you  many  ways  j  and  is  it  not  dcfirable  to  be 
**  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  where  the 
weary  be  at  reft  ?"  5.  It  is  a  life  of  clouds  and  darknefs: 
^our  fan  is  often  veiled,  and  your  evidences  obfcixred, 
which  occafions  many  bitter  complaints ;  and  ihould 
you  not  defire  that  time,  when  the  day  (l^all  break,  and 

all 
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all  fliadows  fly  away  ^    6.  It  is  a  life  of  calamities  and 
fears  :  it  is  like  a  ftormy  fea,  where  one  wave  rolls  up- 
on  the   back  of  another ;   and  when  one  calamity  is 
Sft^   ^re  many  time  fear  a  greater  is  coining;   and 
metimes  the  heavens  tarn  fo  black  and  gloomy,  that 
we  fear  a  hurricane  of  jud^rnent  is  ready  to  blow. 
And,  fliould  ycm  not  blefs  God,  when  he  comes  by 
death  to  houfe  your  fouls,  and  fet  you  out  of  harm's 
way  ?  It  is  in  mercy  that  God  takes  iaway  the  righteous 
from  the  evil  to  come,  Ifa.  Lvii.  j.    So  dealt  he  with 
Jofiah,  2  Kings  xxit.  20.  ^^  I  will  gather  thee  to  thy  fa- 
thersy  and  thou  (halt  be  put  into  thy  grave  in  peace,  and 
thine  eyes  ihall  not  fee  all  the  evil  which  I  Hiali  bring  ^ 
upon  this  place.^    So  it  is  obfervable,  that  Mechufalah 
died  the  very  year  before  the  flood  \  Auguftine  a  little  I 
before  the  facking  of  Hippo  \  Parens  juft  before  the  ? 
taking  of  Heidelberg.     Luther  obferves,  that  all  the 
Apoftles  died  before  the  de(lru<Stt«n  of  Jerufalem.    And 
Luther  himfelf  died  before  the  bloody  wars  broke  out  in 
Gfiimany.     sHios  God  frequently  hides  his  people  from 
the  temptations  and  troubles  tliat  ate  coming  on  the 
earth*     Why  ?  He  fees  many  of  them  not  in  cafe  to  cn« 
dure -them  ;  and  therefore,  he  in  mercy  takes  them  a- 
way  from  a  tempting  and  finning  worlds  to  a  land  of 
hoUnefs  and  reft.     While  we  are  here,  we  live  in  a 
world  that  lies  in  v^ickednefs  ;  every  fenfe  of  the  bo.ly 
betrays  the  foul  into  fin  ;  the  poor  foul  can  fcarce  look 
out  at  the  eye,  and  not  be  infe^^ed,  nor  hear  by  the 
car»  and  not  be  diHraAed,  nor  fmell  at  the  noilrils, 
and  not  be  tainted,  nor  tafte  by  the  tongue,  and  not 
be  allured^   nor  touch  by  the  hand^  and  not  be  de- 
filed. 

O  believer,  what  is  thb  life  that  thou  att  fo  fond  of  ? 
It  is  but  a  living  death,  or  a  dying  life.  It  is  full  of 
.  grief  for  things  paft,  full  of  labour  for  things  prefent, 
and  full  of  fears  for  things  future.  The  firft  part  of 
our  life  is  fpent  in  folly,  the  middle  part  is  overwhelm- 
ed with  cares,  and  the  latter  part  of  it  is  burdened 
with  infirthities  and  age.  And,  what  -gain  we  by  the 
proionging  of  tliis  life  ?  NotWng  but  to  do  more  evil. 
Vol.  L  T         \  fee 


fee  more  enl,  and  fofler  more  eril*     A«4  AkhiI^  • 
Chrifttan  be  unwilling  to  be  rid  of  thofe  f^ritran^si? 
2diy,  Confider  that  dying  is  appoinltd  as  the  «aj» 
and  the  only  way,  to  glory :  there  18  iio  way  t^  com 
the  promifed  land*  but  by  crofiing  the  Jordan  of  <i»tlM 
And  ihoold  not  a  ftranger  dcfiie  to  be  at  h^oic  wilii 
his  friendsy  though  he  hath  a  rough  way  and  ftorqi;  Hia 
ttf  paf8  ?  Is  there  any  home  like  heafen,  where  your  in- 
comparable friend  Chrift  is  ?  O  what  a  happinefi  is  it 
to  be  with  Chrift,  and  to  fee  him  as  he  it !   How  happy 
do  you  think  Peter,  James  and  John  were»  ip  betii^ 
taken  up  to  mount  Tabor,  to  be  eye>witnellt:8  of  their 
Saviour^s  transfiguration.    But,  O  beKerer,  death  pnh 
cures  a  greater  happinefs  to  you ;  .it  ulhers  yoo  to  mouat 
Zion,  where  you  (hall  not  only  fee  your  Sayiour  whiter 
than  the  fnow,  and  brighter  than  the  fun,  but  jOfuSUl 
transfigured  with  him,  made  like  him,  and  eternally  ft- 
cured  of  his  prefencei    The  three  Apoftles  £iw  but  two 
Prophets  ;  but  you  (hall  fee  all  the  Propheta,  aU  the  A- 
poftles,  all  the  Patriarchs^  all  die  Martyrs,  ail  the  hsif 
perfons  you  once  converfed  with  on  earthy  aad  in  ge- 
neral all  the  faints  iii  heaven,  each  of  diem  (hiaing  si 
the  fun ;  and  how  fweet  will  their  company  be  J  O 
how  foon  will  the  trifles  of  the  world  ranifli,  and  all  its 
pleafures  be  forgot,  when  once  the  believer  gets  a  view 
cf  that  captivattnff  glory  aliove !  When  the  fliepherds 
heard  but  feme  few  notes  of  the  angels  (bngs,  who 
praifed  God  at  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour,  they  prs- 
fently  left  their  flocks,  and  ran  to  Bethlehem  to  behold 
the  child  Jefiis  lying  in  the  manger ;  but  much  moie      j 
caufe  hath  a  believer  to  leave  all  the  pleafurei^  of  the 
world,  and  run  to  behold  an  exalted  Jefus  fitting  on  the 
throne  of  his  glory,  with  all  his  faints  and  angck  fing- 
ing  praifes  around  htm. 

If  Cato  and  Cieombrotus,  two  Heathens^  after  read* 
ing  Plato's  book  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  did 
voluntarily,  the  one  fall  on  his  fword,  the  other  break 
his  neck  nrom  a  piecipice^  that  they  might  the  fooncr 
come  (as  they  fancied)  to  partake  of  thpfe  joys;  wiat 
a  fliame  is  it  for  Chriftians,  who  have  a  far  furer  and 
clearer  difcovery  of  thefe  things  from  God^s  own  bQok$ 


td  be  OMiA  murilfing  to  enfct  into  ihtfe  heatenty  jofs, 
%^hcti  dieh  Mailed  Red€e«iM  dJld  for  them  thither. 

3*  Confider  how  willing  Chrift  was  to  come  fmth 
fafcavttx  m  C^i;^  for  y^tt ;  arid^  fliduld  yOu  be  untrilling 
to  temiotfi  Irom  efitth  to  heaven  fot  him  ?  Tea«  for 
)fOmrfelt«0|  fdr  the  gain  is  yours«  O  did  Oirift  afflirtie 
ytHrf  itattirei  become  obedieiit  to  death,  and  purehafe 
an  inheritance  for  you  with  bis  blood ;  and,  will  you 
•be  badcWaffd  to  go  ahd  take  poFtttion  of  it  ?  O  for  a 
Gfaflft^Hkfr'  obedience  at  death ! 

La/lty,  Coisfider  wh^t  a  reproach  isc&ft  on  Chriftian- 
ity  by  a  l>elieveT'8  vliwiUicigners  to  die.  Fot  Chriftiana 
to  pray»  atid  ^ak  much  of  Chrift,  bf  heaven  and  Glory, 
arid  jret  be  unwilling' to  emer  into  that  gloty ;  what  la 
it  but  a  mifbeliering  of  God  and  a  tempting  of  ftran^ 
gers,  to  ththk  thete  is  nO  tts^y  iti  ttiiftionf 

^wefli  <<  Shice  death  is  not  eafy  fo  grapple  witb| 
how  fliail  I  attain  fo  this  bleflid  difpofition,  and  a  Wil- 
Kngnefs  to  die  V' 

An/,  t.  Be  frequently  putting  forth  the  ads  of  fatth 
upon  flie  tigfateottfnefs  of  Chrift;  and  believe  that 
Chrift  died  to  bring  in  a  perfe&  righteoufneb  for  be* 
fierera^  that  they  all  may  be  complete  in  him.  Now, 
«hy  (hould  a  believer  be  afraid  to  appear  before  God 
in  Chrift's  righteoufnefsi  which  is  fo  pleafing  and  ac» 
eeptable  to  him  i  Rev.  tW.  4.  5.  They  are  faid  to  be 
^lout  fauh  before  the  throne  of  God*  If  a  believer 
were  to  appear  before  God  in  his  own  rightcoufncfs» 
clothed  with  his  own  duties  and  perfotmances»  it  would 
be  dreadful  to  think  of  dying ;  but  to  have  the  white 
garment  of  an  elder  brother  to  put  on,  gives  another 
view  of  death.  Aias,  it  is  our  negiefiing  the  daily  ex* 
ercife  of  faith,  in  the  righteoorncfs  of  Chriit,  that  makei 
the  thoughts  of  death  fo  unwelcome. 

2«  When  yeu  attain  to  peace  and  reconciliation  with 
Cod,  labout  to  preferve  k.  Be  ftattng  and  clearing 
counts  with  God  every  dsy^  and  watch  againft  thefe  &ns 
thx  wound  confctetTce,  wafle  comfort,  and  grieve'  the 
Spirit  of  adoption.  When  we  think  God  is  difpleafed 
with  us,  we'  will  be  afraid  of  going  to  him. 
3«  Study  to  be  more  dented  to  the  enjoyments  of  . 
T  2  this 


148  DinSwui  4o  perstw  wbeMlfymg. 

this  life,  and  to  ufe  them  with  t  hdy  indiflbreiiee  ;  o^ 
therwife  there  will  be  an  unwilliognefs  to  leave  thefe 

things. 

4.  Labour  to  be  deeply  fenfible  of  the  burden  of  io- 
dwelling  fin  and  corruption,  and  the  workings  thereof 
in  your  hearts;  and  this  will  make  the  tMNights  of 
death  welcomei  becaufe  it  eternally  delifers  you  from 
it. 

5.  Seek  further  difcoTeries  of  the  lovelinefs  of  Qoiftj 
and  the  daily  exercife  and  increafe  of  your  foul's  love  to 
him :  for  it  is  t^e  nature  of  love  to  long  after  com- 
nunion  with  the  perfon  that  we  love* 

6.  Make  death  familiar  to  you»  by  the  frequent  fore- 
thoughts of  it.  Retire  often  from  the  world  to  think 
of  dying,  when  you  are  in  beft  health. 

7.  .Be  much  taken  up  in  the  fweet  employments  of 
praiGng  God,  and  exalting  the  worthy  L^mb  that  was 
flain ;  and  this  will  incline  you  to  be  there,  where  this 
is  the  continued  work. 

Lafi/y^  Be  often  thinking  of  thefe  warnings  and  fore- 
runners of  death,  which  God  fends  to  wean  your  heart 
from  the  love  of  life,  and  difpofe  you  to  a  willii^cfa 
to  die.  For  this  end,  God  fends  manifold  difeafes, 
pains,  infirmities,  wants,  ftraitSi  lofles^  crpfles,  difap- 
pointments,  &c.  And,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  let  old 
people  view  the  forerunners  and  harbitigers  of  death, 
which  God  fends  to  prepare  his  way  :  fuch  as  the  de- 
'  cays  and  infirmities  of  old  age,  which  we  have  elegant- 
ly-defcribed  in  figurative  expreflions,  Ecclef.  xii.  ii. 
**  Then  the  light  of  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars  (hall  be  dar- 
kened ;  i.  c.  in  old  perfons,  the  inteileSual  powers  and 
faculties,  which  are  as  lights  in  the  foul,  (hall  be  weaken- 
ed. And  then  do  *<  the  clouds  return  after  rain^"  i  e. 
their  diilempers  are  frequent,  like  a  continual  dropping 
in  a  very  rahiy  day,  and  the  ending  of  one  is  but  the  be- 
ginning of  another."  Ver.  3.  "  Then  the  keepers  of  the 
houfe  do  tremble  *,"  i.  e.  the  head  and  hands;  which  were 
employed  for  the  prefervation  of  the  body,  do  (hake. 
^  The  (Irong  men  bow  themfelves;"  the  legs  and  thighs, 
which  are  the  pillars  of  the  houfe,  become  weak  and 
feeble.  "  The  grinder*  eafc,  becaufe  they  are  few ;"  i.c. 

the 
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Ibe  teediy  which,  like  the>  upper  and  nether  milftone^ 

do  grind  our  meat,  and  prepare  it  for  conco^lion,  then 

ceafe  to  do  their  part.     ^^  Thofe  that  look  out  of  the 

windows  are  darkened/'  u  /•  The  eyes  wax  dim,  where- 

by  God  calls  us  to  turn  them  away  from  beholding  va- 

nitf »  and  to  look  afier  the  things  that  are  not  feen,  ver. 

4.  <*  The  daughters  of  muGc  are  brought  low :"  /.  e. 

They,  have  neither  voice  nor  ears  ^   they  can  neither 

Gng  duvmfelvesy  nor  take  pleafure  in  the  voice  of  finging 

men  or  finging  women.     Then  death  pulls  us^  as  it 

were^  by  the  ear,  to  think  on  the  mufic  above,  ver  5. 

^'  The  almond  tree  flourifteth ;"  /•  e.  The  hair  growa 

white,   like  an  almond  tree  in  the  bloflbm.      And,  as 

the  outward  parts  of  the  body  do  weaken  and  decay, 

(b  alfo  do  the  inward  parts :  Therefore  it  is  faid,  ver.  6* 

<^  The  Giver  cord  (ball  be  loofed,  the  golden  bowl  bro« 

keo»  the  pitcher  broken  at  the  fountain,  and  the  wheel 

broken  at  the  cittern :"  u  t^  The  filver  cord  of  the 

Cnews  is  loofed,  which  carries  the  faculty  of  fcnfe  and 

motion  from  the  head  through  the  body*     The  head, 

which,  like. a  golden  bowl  or  box,  contains  the  brain, 

that  18  the  fountain  of  fenfe  and  motion,  through  age 

is  broken,  and  turns  crazy.    The  many  pitchers  of  the 

veins,  which  carry  the  nouriihing  blood  from  the  well 

of  the  liver  unto  each  part  of  the  body,  become  like 

broken  veflels*     And  the  wheel  of  the  arteries,  which 

convey  the  vital  fpirits  from  the  heart  to  the  feveral 

members  for  quickening  them,  begin  to  turn  faint  and 

languid.      All  thefe  things  do  warn  old  perfons  to  t:ikc 

their  aflfeflions  off  time's  things,  and  fet  them  on  tilings 

above,  that  they  may  be  helped  to  fay,  we  "  defirc  to 

depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift.'* 

But,  after  all,  fome  believers  will  have  obje£lion$  a* 
gainft  willingnefs  to  die,  fome  whereof  I  (hail  confider. 

OhjtEi.  I.  *'  I  am  threatened  to  be  cut  off  in  the 
flower  of  nrine  age," 

Anf,  Inftead  of  fretting  on  this  account,  you  ought 
pther  to  adore  and  praife  a  gracious  God,  that  is  will* 
bg  to  bellow  the  reward  of  tlie  whole  day  upon  ihce, 
ivho  had  only  laboured  fome  hours  of  it.    fraile  hiin, 

that 


%at  is  willing  to  take  yOu  foon  hemt ;  wherrt^y  yM 
will  prevent  mutli  fin  and  fonow  1ft  die  WOtM. 

O^V/?.  II.  ^  I  hstve  honfes  and  iandft,  and  a  eofli* 
foTtal'le  dwelling  on  the  catth.*' 

yf///:  Thefc  are  only  needful  in  your  pai&ge  thfongb 
the  world ;  above  there  is  no  ufe  for  thefe  comforts. 
There  God  provldeth  matifions  fot  his  ptdpl^,  a  fhou* 
fand  times  more  comfortable,  John  tiv*  2.-*— «  Cbr^ 
T.  I.  Surely  houfes  of  God's  butMirg,  and  of  Chtfft^s 
furniOiingy  are  preferable  to  the  cottages  built  by  mttig 
hands* 

Ohje^.  IIL  ^  But  I  am  loth  to  leave  Ood*s  ordhisHi^ 
ces,  and  the  fweet  communion  I  have  had  with  faitu 
Uierein.'' 

An/l  Above  there  will  be  no  need  of  ordinancef,  fa- 
cramentSy  Bibles,  or  miritfters ;  for  the  L^mb  will  be 
/the  light  of  the  heavenly  temple,  and  all  hid  things  in 
religion  will  be  difcovered  in  Chrift's  face.  There  yoit 
will  celebrate  an  eternal  Sabbath,  drink  the  fruit  of  the 
vine  new  with  Chrift,  be  ever  with  the  Lord,  without 
any  cloud  or  interruption  of  your  communion  with  him. 
Is  it  any  lofs  to1)e  taken  from  the  (hallow  ftreams,  and 
fet  by  the  fountain  that  is  ever  fuU  and  ttinning  over. 

0A/V5.  IV.  "  lam  loth  to  leave  the  company  of 
godly  friends  and  relations." 

jin/l  Death  will  take  you  to  your  friend  Chrift,  that 
is  far  better  than  them  all.  And  for  one  friend  you 
lofe  upon  earth,  you  (hall  find  an  hundred  in  heaven  $ 
and  thefe  godly  relations  you  leave  here,  you  (hall  foon 
meet  with  them  again  there ;  where  you  will  have  far 
more  fweet  communion  than  pojRbly  you  can  have  up- 
on earth  with  them,  or  the  bed  of  them,  who,  while 
here,  have  feveral  infirmities  and  paflions,  that  many 
times  make  their  converfe  uncomfortable. 

Ohfeff,  V.  ^<  But  I  would  fain  fee  the  glory  of  Zion 
upon  earth,  when  God's  promifes  to  her  fliali  be  ac*« 
compliflied." 


Anf»  So  Mofe0  would  fein  have  feen  IfraePs  happt* 
fiffs  in  tkp  pvoiDiCed  land:  Biit  his  dying  in  ihe  firm 
belief  of  God's  fuliiJUn^  ^11  his  prpinifes  to  them  there^ 
was  more  acceptable  to  God»  than  his  beholding  the 
perforx^^aiice.  And  the  glory  of  the  church  jnoilttanfy 
19  SI  fight  pothing  qomparabte  to  that  of  the  church 
triiiinphatit  above. 

Ohj^eH.  VI.  "  But  I  would  incline  to  day  to  do  God 
more  frrrice  iii  bit  cburcb  below,  whofic  neceffities  are 
claimant/' 

Anf.  I  •  You  will  not  want  opportunity  for  fenring 
and  glorifying  God  above,  and  where  you  will  be  in  a 
ffir  better  cafe  for  it.  Hero,  our  hearts  are  often  out 
of  tjine  for  Gpd^a  work,  and  wc  arc  forced, to  hang  our 
harps  upion  tl>e  willowa ;  but  above  there  are  no  willows 
to  hang  thi^m  pn  \  no  faint  there  will  ever  complain  of 
any  indirpofitiou  of  heart  ^r  tongue. 

«•  Gpd  kQows  the  neceflities  of  hts  churchi  and  is 
more  coxiqerR^d  for  them  that»  thou  canft  be ;  and  it  is 
es^y  fof  him  to  r^^ife  up  indruments  to  carry  oo  his 
ivork  when  thou  arp  gone. 

Olj/i8*  VII.  '^  I  am  afraid  of  the  p^n  and  pangs  of 
death.     The  tl^oughts  of  tbefe  make  me  ihrink  back.*^ 

Attf.  I.  Many  die  without  much  feeming  fenfe  of 
pain,  and  i(  is  probable  have  lefs  pain  at  the  hour  of 
death,  than  they  have  felt  under  fcvcral  former  difeafes. 

2.  If  they  he  (harp,  they  are  foon  over ;  and  each 
pang  of  deat$  will  ^%^  fm  a  ftep  nearer  the  door,  and  thy 
foul  a  ftep  nearer  h^me  c  And  therefore,  it  becometh  a 
Chfiftlan  to  die  cheerfU'ly,  and  to  be  glad  when  he  can 
find  the  grave. 

Now,  what  I  have  faid  in  this  chapter,  is  to  the  be*- 
lieviug  foul :  For  it  is  no  wonder  though  the  fouls  of 
the  ungodly,  at  death,  fbrink  back  into  the  body,  and 
Uemble  t9  go  forth,  when  they  can  have  no  profpe^  of 
^y  better  lodging  than  ut(er  darkuefs. 

Direct. 
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Direct*  V«     Study  to  imitate  the  ancient  vorthk^ 
bjr  dying  in  faith. 

THIS  was  the  charnficr  and  epftaph  of  the  Old- 
Teftament  faints,  Hcb.  xi.  i  '^.  *«  Thcfe  A\  died  in  faith.* 
Afi  thev  had  lived  in  faith,  fo  rhcy  died  in  f  lith.  They 
not  only  continued  true  believers  to  the  laft,  dying  in 
the  ftaic  of  fairh,  but  they  died  in  the  exercife  of  faith 
alfo.  Now,  the  exercife  of  faith  in  dying,  includes 
fevcral  things  worthy  to  be  .imitated  by  all  dying  be- 
lievers.* 

T.  An  open  and  profeffed  adherence  to  the  doSrinc 
of  fa'tb,  and  truths  of  Chfiftianity.  This  faith  all 
Chridians  fliould  zealoufly  own  in  the  view  of  death« 
and  ptrfevere  in  it  to  the  laft,  without  wavering.  This 
would  be  to  die  like  martyrs,  though  we  die  in  our 
beds.  How  ftcdfaftly  did  old  Polycarp  adhefe  to  Chrift 
and  his  truths  to  the  laft,  and  fo  did  in  faith  ?  When 
he  was  urged  by  the  Proconful  to  deny  Chrift,  he  an* 
fwercd,  **  Thefc  fourfcore  and  fix  years  have  I  fervcd 
him,  and  he  ^ever  once  offended  me  :  and  how  (hall  I 
now  deny  him.'* 

2.  Dying  in  faith  imports  ati  inward,  hearty,  and 
firm  belief  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  the  Chriftian 
faith ;  and  improving  them  fo,  as  to  make  them  the 
foundation  of  cur  comfort  and  hope  at  the  hour  of 
dc^aih.  As,  for  inftance,  ^t  muft  yield  our  departing 
fouls,  in  the  firm  belief  of  their  living  and  exifting  in 
a  feparate  condition  after  this  life,  and  of  that  future 
ftate  of  bleflednefs  axjd  reft  which  God  hath  prepared 
for  all  believers.  Again,  we  muft  difmifs  the  body  to 
the  grave,  in  a  firm  belief  and  hiope  of  a  joyful  refur- 
redlion  at  the  laft  day.  Thus  that  holy  man  Jo)>  both 
lived  and  died  in  faitn.  Job  xix.  25.  26.  "  1  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  (hall  ftand  at  the  latter 
day  upon  the  earth.  And  though,  after  my  (kin,  worms 
deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flelh  fhall  I  fee  God."  A 
Chriftian  then  dies  in  faith,  when  he  believes  thefe 
truths  fo,  as  cheerfully  to  obey  God's  call,  and  venture 
into  the  invifible  world,  upon  the  teftimony  which  God 

'  hath 
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bkch  giveh  concerning  Hi  As  Abraham  did  in  ffoinf^  bVL% 
CO  an  aRknbwD  land;  Heb.  xl.  8.  /'  By  faith  Ahrahami 
vhcn  he  was  called  to  go  out  into  a  place  which  he 
Chottld  after  receive  for  an  inheritance*  obeyed ;  and  he 
went  out,'  not  knOC(^ing  whither  he  went/' 

3-  Ttie  beiieirer  di^s  in  faith»  wbea  he.  milker  frefli 

application  to  Chrifl  as  his  only  hope  and  S^viour^.  takei( 

turn  in  his  arms  of  faith,  as  old  Sirpeon  did  before  his 

death,  faying,  *^  In  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  I  have  rightr 

teouinefi  and  ftrength;"  though  I.haye  neither  righteouf* 

neis  nor  ftrengrh  in  myfelf,  yet  I  hav^  ^oth  in  hino,  nsy 

blef&d  burety  and  Redeemer.     We  have  inai^y  jufes  for 

faith  in  Chrift  at  the  hour  of  death.    By  faith  we  muft 

depend  upon  Chris's  blood  for  making  atonement,  and 

waihing  away  the  gailt  of  all  our  bypaft  fins.     By  faith 

we  muft  put  on  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chriit,  for  cover-* 

ing  our  naked  fouls,  when  they. are  to  appear  and  (land 

before  God.^  By  faitk  .we  muft  rely  on  Chrift  for 

.  ftrength  to  fuffer  pain,  refift  tjcmptations,  to  conquer: 

death  and  all  our  enemies*    By  faith  we  miift  loo^  to  * 

Chrift  as  our  leader^  and  truft  him  for  our  fafe  conduft 

through  the  dark  vadiey  of  deathj  and  for  our  fafa  land* 

iag  on  the  (bore  of  gt9ry.    . 

4v  The  believer  dies  in  fait^,  wheq  .he  trufts^his  de-* 
parting  foul  .with  confidence  in  bis  Redeemer's  bandj^ 
faying  with  Paul,  a  Tim.  ivi2.  "I  know  whom  I  h^ve 
betievedf  and  am  perfuadcd  th^t  he  is  able  to  keep  jtha^ 
which  1  have  committed  to  hin>  againft  chat  day*''  Thi^ 
was  the  Pfalmift's  practice,  Pial.  xxxi  5 .  "  Into  thy 
hand  I  commit  my  fpirit  j  for  thou  haft  iredeemed  me» 
O  Lord  God  of  truth."  So  the  man  who  dies  in  faith| 
^ommiis  the  jewel  of  his  foUl  to  his  Reddedier's  keep^ 
iAg,  and  confides  in  his  care  Of  it.  Why  >  He  made 
tt,  he  hath  recieemed  it,  he  loves  it^  it  is  his  oikm,  i 
niembct  of  bis  body^  and  he  Wdl  nor  hit^  his  oWn  flefli^ 
He  loves  his  dying  faints  much  better  than  we  love  ah 
(ye,  a  hand,  or  any  other  nUember  Of  our  bddy,  which, 
(o  be  fare^  we  will  t^t  lefe,  if  it  be  in  our  power  to 
laTc  it. 

5.  Dyiiig  in  faith  imports,  that  the  dying  faint  con- 
fides ill  God's  faithfumdfs  arid  truth  for  making  gooA 
Vol.  !•  U  all 
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ill  his  ptDmifte  td  hk  church  and  people  after  bi8  death, 
vAncYi  are  not  yet  accoiAplifhed.  We  ihouhl  go  off  the 
ftage  in  the  firm  belief  of  God's  fulfilling  all  his  pio- 
mifeft  concerning  the  profperity  of  bis  churchy  d&e  cdl« 
ing  of  the  Jew8|  the  deOruAton  of  Anti*Chtift,  and 
the  fecoin  coming  of  our  Lord  \  and  likewife  concern- 
ing our  lilies,  that  God  will  be  as  good  as  his  word, 
and  be  a  father  to  the  fatherlefs,  and  a  huAand  to  die 
widoKT. 

Would  we  theti  be  fo  happy  as  to  die  in  faith^  kt  us 
tsike  thefe  advices  : 

I.  Let  us  be  caffeful  to  get  faith  before^hand;  for 
death  is  a  time  to  ufe  faith,  not  to  get  it.  They  were 
foolifli  vifgins  who  had  their  oil  to  buy  when  the  bride- 
groom was  come. 

?•  Study  to  live  every  day  in  the  exeitife  of  faith, 
and  be  ftill  improving  and  making  ufe  of  Ghrift  in  dl 
hia  offices)  and  for  all  thefe  ends  add  ofea  fbr  wUch 
God  hath  given  him  to  believets. 

3:  Be  freqtiMntly  dearinfr  up  your  evidences  for  hea- 
ven, and  beware  cf  letting  fin  blot  them  to  yon. 

4.  Recoird  and  by  up  the  experiences  of  God^a  kind 
dealings  with  you,  and  be  oftini  refle£Kng  upon  them, 
that  you  may  have  them- ready  at  hand  in  dhe  Hour  of 
death. 

Ltifttfi  Medhafe  much  oki  thefe  promifes,  which  have 
been  fwect  and  comfortable  to  ^n  in  the  time  of  ftraits ; 
and  beg  that  the  Lord  may  bring  them  to  your  remem- 
brance when  you  come  to  die. 

Direct.  VL  Set  the  Examples  of  other  dyin^  Saints 
before  you»  and  iludy  in  like  manner  to  (hine  in 
Grace,  and  be  exemplary  in  Piety  and  Heavenly 
Difcourfe,  for  the  Glory  of  God,  and  Good  of 
Souls^  when  you  are  going  oflf  die  Stage. 

THIS  is  the  laR  opportunity  you  have  of  doing  fcr- 
vice  to  God,  and  the  intcrcft  of  religion ;  wherefore, 
ftrive  to  improve  it  diligendy  for  the  honour  of  God, 

and 
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and  the  edification  of  thofe  tb^it  farrive  you*  How 
pleafant  is  it  to  fee  God's  people  leaving  the  world, 
commending  Chrift  and  his  fervice,  and  perfuming  the 
place  they  lie  in  with  their  laft  breath  ?  I  have,  Chap* 
III*  Dire^.  V.  and  VI.  adduced  feveral  motives  to  prefs 
this  point,  and  given  dire£iions  concerning  the  fpeech 
and  behaYiour  of  the  children  of  Gpd  when  on  fick* 
beds,  which  I  (h^U  not  repeat. 

That  wluch  I  defign  here  is,  to  fet  before  you  the  ex- 
amples of  fome  eminent  faints,  and  their  examplary, 
piouS)  and  holy  fpeeches  and  fayings,  when  they  were 
a  dying  ;  and  that,  in  order  to  confirm  and  eftablifh 
others  in  religion,  and  alfo  to  excite  them  to  imitate 
thofe  fhining  worthies,  when  they  alfo  come  to  die* 
Surely  it  is  iot  this  very  end  that  God  hath  ordered  us 
to  be  compafied  about  with  fo  great  a  cloud  of  witnef* 
fes,  Heb.  xii*  i*    Thus  doth  the  Apoftle  improve  their 
example,  Heb.  xi.  %•    And  how  e;.arneft  is  he  in  this 
matter?  Ij[eb*  vi*  11 .  xa.  ^*  And  wc  defire  that  every 
one  of  you  do  (how  the  fame  diligence,  to  the  full  af« 
fiirance  of  hope  unto  tfie  end ;  that  ye  be  not  flothful, 
but  foUpwers  of  them,  who,  through  fsdth  and  patience^ 
inherit  the  promifes." 

I  {hall  begin  with  ibme  examples  from  the  Saored 

Hiftory  ;  and,  in  the  firft  place,  with  the  King  of  Saints, 

our  LoKd  Jefus  Chrift.    O  hpw  fweet  and  comfortable 

were  his  difcourfcs  unto  his  difciples,  when  his  death 

drew  nigh  !  and,  what  a  heavenly  prayer  did  he  make 

'  foe  them  and  all  his  ele£l  cues  at  that  time  !  Thefc  we 

have  recorded  in  the  xiv.  xv.  xvi.  and  xvii.  chapter^  of 

John ;  which  are  moft  feafonable  at  all  times  for  us  to 

read  and  meditate  upon,  but  efpecially  when  death  is 

approaching.     And,  likewife,  let  us  read  the  hiftory  of 

our  Lord's  pailion,  in  which  we  may  obferve  the  won<i 

derfui  expreffions  of  hb  faith  in  God»  his  patience  tin* 

.    ^  fufferings,  his  pity  to  his  enemies,  bis  love  to  his 

mother  and  his  difciples,  his  concern  for  Ina  Father's 

{lory,  his  obedience  in  his^death,  and  his  willingnefs  to 

be  offered  up.    Thus  the  blcficd  Sun  of  Righteoufiiei's 

did  fliine  forth  moil  glorioufly  at  bis  fctting,  'with  the 

U  3  fadiant 
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fadiant  beams  of  his  he:iven1y  graces  and  virtues  :  and 
herein  he  hath  fet  himfelf  a  patttrn  to  all  dying  faints  to 
the  end  of  the  world. 

Jacob,  when  he  was  pn  his  death>bedy  called  his  fons 
together,  and  gave  theni  many  fpecial  charges  and  blcf- 
{ings ;  we  have  his  excellent  words  recorded  in  Geo: 
^Iviii.  and  xlix.  chapters.  And,  in  particular,  how 
fwectly  doth  he  fpcak  of  the  coming  of  the  Mefliah  to 
them?  Gtn.  xlix.  lo*.  i?.;  arid  how  afleflTon^tely 
doth  he  com'mend  God's  goodnefs  arid  Vmd  providence 
towards  him  through  his  life?  Gen/xtviii.'  15.  16, 
•*  The  God  which^fed  me  all  my  life  long  unto  this 
day,*  &c.     •  • 

'  Jofeph,  when  he  was  a-dyin^,  fpoke  lovingly  to  his 
brethren,  who  had  dealt  cruelly  with  him  ;  and  aflured 
them  of  the  Lord's  faichfulnefs  in  jceeping  Kis  promife 
to  their  fathers.  Gen.  K  20.  **  I  die,  and  Gdd  will 
furely  vifit  you,  and  bring  you  out  of  this  land."* 

Mofes,  when  he  was  to  go  up  to  mount  Nebo,  to  die 
there,  left  mahy  blellings,  and  gave  many  weighty  chains 
to  the  children  of  Ifra'cl ;  we  havi  his  holy  and  ravtft- 
ing  ^ords  recorded,  Peut.  xxxii  and  *  xxxiii.  chapters, 
And;  particulary,  how  pleafantly  doth  he  Commend  God 
and  Ills  ways  to  the  people  !  Deut.  xxxii.  4  **  He  is 
the  rock,  his  work  is  perfed^,  for  all  his  ways  are  judg- 
Inent :  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity  ;  jult  and 
right  is  he.'*     ' 

^  Jofliua,  when  he  was  near  his  end,  gave  many  folemn 
chatges  and  exhortations  to  the  people,  which  we  have 
narrated,  Jo(h.  xxisi.  and  xxiv.  chapters.  And  there  we 
niay  fc6  the  remarkable  methods  he  takes  to  rivet  in>- 
preBibns  and  convidlions  upon  them,  now  when  lie  can 
inftru£l  them  no  longer.  And  particularly  he  appeals 
to  their  confciences  concerning  the  faithfulnefs  of  God 
in  keeping  his  word  to  them,  that  fo  he  might  engage 
them  to  fidelity  to  him,  Joflu  xxiii.  14-  '*  And  behold, 
this  day  1  am  going  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  and  you 
know  in  all  your  hearts  and  in  all  your  fouls,  that  itot 
one  thing  hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the 
Lord  your  God  fpakc  concerning  you." 
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David,  when  his  f  nd  was  near,  aiTembled  the  people^ 
and  folemnly  charged  them,  as  in  the  audience  of  God, 
CO  keep  his  commandments,  i  Chron.  xxviii.  8-  9*  And 
particularly  he  charged  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  Solomon, 
to  ^  know  the  God  of  his  father,  and  to  ferve  htm  with 
a  perfe£t  heart,  and  with  a  wilhng  mind." 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  when  taking  his  laft  farewell  of 
the  elders  of  Ephefus,  moft  folemnly  charges  chem,  to 
*<  tajce  heed  to  themfelres,>  and  the  flocks  OT«r  which 
the  Holy  Ghoft  had  made  them  overfecrs,'*  AAs  zx.'  2S. 
And  how  fweetly  doth  he  fing  in  the  ?iew  of  approach- 
ing death,  2  Tim.  iv.  6,  7,  8.  ''  I  am  now  ready  to  be 
offered,  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finiihed  my  coarfe,  I  have 
kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteoufnefsi  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous 
judge,  (hall  give  me  at  that  day  i  and  not  to  mc  only, 
DQt  unto  them  alfo  that  lore  his  appearing.** 

In  imitation  of  thofe  fcripture- faints,  the  people  of 
God,  in  all  ages,  have  ftudied  to  glorify  God  and  edify 
men  at  their  death,  by  commending  God  and  godlineft 
to  their  friends  and  families.  Thole  we  ought  to  teach 
by  our  example,  both  how  to  live  and  how  to  die,  as 
others  have  done  before  us«  Thus  faid  once  a  dying 
faint  to  his  family,  **  I  have  formerly  taught  you  how 
to  live,  and  now  I  teach  you  how  to  dia.** 

Now,  becaufe  in  all  ages  the  fpeeches  of  dying  Chrif« 
tians  have  been  much  obferved,  that  God  hath  remark- 
ably blefled  them  to  the  eftablilhment  and  confirmation, 
quickening  and  exciting,  of  others  to  imitate  them  ;  I 
ihail  bring  feveial  examples  from  human  hiftories  and' 
writings,  and  moftly  from  Clark's  Lives,  of /undry  emi- 
nent faints,  whofe  gsaces  have  Ihone  brighteft,  ani  their 
fpeeches  were  moU  heavenly,  when  the  fun  of  their  life 
was  at  the  fetting- 

1.  Thstt  old'difciplci  Polycarp,  when  he  came  to  the 
ftake  at  which  he  was  burnt,  defired  to  ftand  untied, 
%^ng,  **  Let  me  alone ;  for  he  that  gave  roe  (Irength 
to  come  to  the  fire,  will  give  me  patience  to  endure  the 
flame  without  your  tying." 

2*  So 
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7.  So  holy  Cyprian  triumphed  over  deaths  faying, 
**  Let  him  only  fear  desith,  who  muft  paf«  from  di» 
death  to  the  fecond  death.  When  he  heard  the  fen- 
tence  of  death  pronounced  againft  him,  he  faid, 
**  I  thank  God  for  freeing'me  from  Uie  prifon  of  this 
body" 

3,.  Bafil,  when .  the  Emperor  Valens  fent  his  officera 
to  tempt  him  with  great  preferments  to  turn  from  the 
faithy  he  rejeded  them  with  (corny  fayingt  "  Tou  may 
offer  thefe  diings  to  children.''  And  when  they  threat- 
ened him  with  fufferingSy  he  faid,  **  Threaten  four 
purple  gallants  with  thefe  thingSt  that  give  themfclvea 
to  their  plea(urea.'' 

When  Modeftus  the  frefeA  threatened  Bafil  to  con- 
fifcate  his  goodsy  to  torment  him,  to  bani(b  him»  or  kill 
him»  he  anfwered,  ^  He  need  not  fear  confifcatioa  that 
bath  nothing  to  lofe ;  nor  banilhmenty  to  whom  heaven 
pniy  is  a  country ;  npr  torments,  when  hi*  body  would 
be  daihed  with  one  blow  j  nor  death,  which  ie  the  oply 
way  to  fet  him  at  liberty."  The  Prefefl  telling  him  be 
was  mad»  he  faid,  Opto  m§  in  sternum  Jc  delirane^  **  I 
with  I  may  forever  be  thus  mad.'* 

4*  Ignatius  being  led  from  Syria  tp  Rome  to  b^  torn 
in  piccft  of  v/ild  heafts,  he  exprefied  his  fear  left  it  (bould 
happen  to  him  as  to  fome  othersi  that  the  lionsy  out  of 
a  kind  of  reverence^  would  not  dare  to  touch  him.  And 
therefore  he  often  wi(hed,  *<  That  their  appetites  mi^t 
be  whetted  to  difpatch  him.  For  (fays  he)  the  lions 
teeth  are  but  like  a  mill»  which*  though  it  bruifethy  yet 
wadeth  not  the  good  wheat,  only  prepares  and  fitt  it  to 
foe  made  pure  bread.  Let  me  be  broken  by  them,  fo  I 
may  be  made  pure  manchent  for  heaven." 

5.  The  great  Mr  Knox,  our  Reformer,  when  he  hy 
a^dying,  was  m^uch  in  prayer,  ever  crying^  *'  Come, 
Lord  Jefus  \  fweet  Jefus,  into  thy  hands  1  commend 
my  fpirit."  Being  alked,  by  thofe  that  attended  him»  if 
his  pain  was  great  i  he  anfwered,  that  **  He  did  not 
efttcoi  that  a  pain,  which  would  be  to  him  the  end  of 
all  trouble,  arid  the  begginning  of  eternal  joys."  0^^* 
times,  after  fome  deep  meditations,  he  faid,  "  0  fetvc 

the 
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the  Lord  in  fear,  and  death  (hall  not  be  terrible  to  you : 
blefted  is  the  death  of  thofe  that  have  p^rt  in  the  death 

of  JcfCTB.'' 

After  a  fore  temptation  from  Satan  (which  I  former* 

\j  mentioned)  over  which  he  triumphed  at  length,  he 

{atd»  *'    Now  the  enemy  is  gotie  away  aChameidy  and 

(hall  no  more  return.      I  am  fure  now  my  battle  is  at 

an  end,  and  that  without  pain  of  body,  or  trouble  of 

fphit,  I  ihalt  flwrtly  change  this  mortal  and  miferabte 

life,  with  that  happy  and  immortal  life,  which  (hall 

nevct  have  an  end,"     After  one  had  prayed  for  him, 

he  was  afitedy  whether  he  heard  the  prayer  ?  He  an- 

fwered,  «*   Would  tp  CJod  you  had  heard  it  with  fuch 

an  ear  and  heart  as  I  have  done  !'*    Adding,  **  Lord 

Jcfus  receive  my  fpirit.**     With  which  words,  without 

any  motion  of  hands  or  feet,  as  one  falUng^fleep,  rather 

than  dying,  he  ended  his  life. 

6.  r>r  Gouge,  whtn  he  was  old  and  dying,  was  fore 
affli£^ed  with  the  ftone,  and  other  painful  m^adies  ;  yet 
though,  by  reafon  of  his  pains,  he  waS  often  heatd  to 
groad,  he  neVer  once  grumbled  agaihft  the  difpenfa- 
tiona  of  God  :  He  never  cried  out,  A  grtaifufitet^  fwit 
often,  A  great  Jlnmr :  Yet  ftill  comforted  hitnfelf,  tfa^c 
diere  i^  a  grear  Saviour.     In  his  |reateft  torments  he 
Would  fay,  ^  Well,  yet  in  all  chefe  there  is  nothing  of 
hell,  or  of  God's  %rrath.    O  my  foul,  be  filent,  be  pa- 
tient.    It  is  thy  God  and  Father  that  thus  orders  thiii<^ 
eftate.     Thou  art  his  <ilay  -,  he  ftiay  ttead  and  trample 
upon  thee  as  he  pleafeth,  thou  haft  deferved  much  more. 
It  is  enough  that  thou  art  kept  out  of  hell,  though  thy 
pains  be  grievous,  yet  they  are  not  intolerable,  thy  God 
affords  fome  intermilEons  \  he  will  turn  it  to  thy  good, 
sind  at  length  put  an  end  to  all  ^  and  none  of  thefe 
comforts  can  be  expedited  in  hell;'*     In  his  greatefi: 
paini,  he  often  ufed  holj  Job's  words,  *•  Shall  we  re- 
ceive good  from  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  and  not  evil 
alfo  ?*•  When  any  of  his  friends  would  have  comforted 
him,  with  telling  hioi  of  his  eminent  gifts  and  (ervice 
in  the  miniftry,  he  would  anfwer,  ^'  1  dare  not  think 
of  any  fuch  thing  for  comfort :  Only  Jefns  Chrift,  and 
^hat  he  hath  done  and  endured,  is  the  ground  of  my 

fiire 
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life  is  z  great  blefBng  of  God,  neither  will  I  nedeSt  stay 
means  that  may  prefenre  it  \  and  do  heardly  uibmit  to 
God^s  will ;  but  of  the  two,  I  infiaitelj  defire  more  to 
be  diflblTed,  and  to  be  with  Chrift."  He  bade  all  that 
came  to.(jee  him,  make  fure  of  Chrift  before  they  caoic 
to  die,  and  look  upon  the  world  now  as  a  lump  of  va^ 
nity.  '  He  encouraged  the  minifters  that  came  to  him^ 
to  be  4!3igent  and  courageous  in  the  work  of  the  Lord» 
and  not  to  faint  nor  droop  for  any  affliftion  that  (hould 
arife  thereupon^ 

When  he  found  himfelf  rery  weak,  he  called  for  hU 
wife  and  children.  He  defired  her  to  bear  his  diffqlu- 
tion,  whidi  was  now  at  hand,  with  a  Chriftiaa  forti- 
tude ;  a  thing  he  had  been  preparing  her  for  by  the 
^pace  of  twenty  years ;  and  bade  her  make  no  doubt 
but  (he  fliould  meet  him  again  in  heaven.  He  exhort- 
ed his  children  to  remember  thofe  things  he  had  fre- 
quently told  them  before ;  adding,  ''  That  he  hoped 
and  believed,  that  none  of  them  durft  think  to  meet  him 
at  the  great  tribunal  in  an  uoregenerate  ftate. 

Some  of  his  pariOi  c#ming  to  watch  with  him,  it  was 
moved,  that  as  by  his  do&ine  he  had  difcoverod  to 
them  the  exceeding  comforts  that  were  in  Chrft,  fo  h^ 
would  now  tell  them  what  he  felt  in  his  own  fouU  Alas ! 
(faid  he)  do  you  look  for  chat  of.  me  now,  that  wants 
breath  and  ftrength  to  fpeak  ?  I  have  told  you  enouf^ 
iti  my  miniftry  \  but  yet»  to  fatisfy  you,  I  am,  by  the 
wonderful  mercies  of  God,  as  full  of  comfort  as  my 
heart  can  hold ;  and  I  feel  nothing  in  my  foul  but  Chrii^ 
with  whom  I  heartily  defire  to  be/'  And  obfervii^ 
.feme  weeping,  he  looked  to  them,  and  faid,  *<  Oh,  what 
a  deal  ado  there  is  before  one  caa  die." 

When  the  pangs  of  death  were  upon  him,  being  told 
that  fome  of  his  dear  friends  were  about  him  to  take 
their  laft  farewell,  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  raifed  up  in 
his  bed :  And,  after  a  few  grafpings  for  breath,  he  faTd, 
**  1  am  how  drawing  on  a  pace  to  my  diflblution  ^  hold 
out,  faith  and  patience,  your  work  will  fpeedily  be  at 
an  end.**  And  then,  fliaking  them  all  by  the  hands,  he 
prayed  heartily  and  particularly  for  them  y  and  defired 

them 
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ihetn  t<>  make  Aire  of  heavesiyand  to  bear  in  mind  what 
he  had  formerly  told  tbero  in  his  miniftry  \  proteiling 
to  them,  that  the  dodrine  he  had  preached  to  them  for 
the  fpace  of  twenty  years  was  the  truth  of  God»  as  he 
ftioukl  anfwer  itst  the  tribunal  of  Chrift^  before  whom 
he  (hould  flionly  appear* 

^Wheo  he  was  ftruggling  with  death,  a  very  dear 
friend  taking  him  by-  the  hand,  aiked  him,  if  he  fck  not 
moeh  pain  :  '^  Trdy  no  (faid  he)  the  greateft  I  £eel  is 
your  cold  hand." 

17.  Mr  John  Holland,  a  godly  minifter.  continued 
his  ttfual  practice  of  expounding  the  fcripture  in  his 
family  to  the  laft }  and  the  day  before  his  deaths  he 
called  for  the  Bible,  and,  caufing  another  read  the  etghc 
chapter  of  the  Romans,  he  difcourfed  upon  it  verfe  by 
rerfe  %  but  on  a  fudden,  he  f;kid»  *^  O  ftay  your  read- 
ing ;  what  a  brighmefs  is  this  I  fee !  Have  you  lighted 
ap  any  candles  ?''  A  ftander  by  faid,  no»  it  is  the  fun*- 
(hine  (for  it  was  about  five  o'clock  in  a  clear  rummer's 
evenini;^.)    *'  Sun-ihine !  faith  he,  nay,  it  is  my  Savi- 
our's ihine*     Now,  farewel  world ;  welcome  heaven  \ 
xbe  day-ftar  from  on  high  hath  viilted  my  heart :   O 
(peak  it  when  I  am  gone,  and  preach  it  at  my  funeral  \ 
God  dealeth  familiarly  with  man,  I  feel  his  mercy,  I 
>    fee  his  majefty  $  whether  in  the  body,  or  out  of  the 
body,  I  eannot  teU,  God  he  knoweth ;  but  I  fee  tttngs 
that  are  unutterable/*     And  in  thi^  rapture  he  conti- 
nued till  be  died. 

i8*  I  knew  not  long  ago  an  eminently  godly  man  G. 
M.  that  fell  into  feveral  fuch  extraordinary  raptures 
fometime  before  his  death,  fuch  as  his  bodily  (Irength 
and  fpirit  w^e  not  able  to  fupport  under,  though  he 
had  no  fickoefs.  Sometimes  he  was  fo  fwallowed  up 
and  overcome  by  the  manifeftations  of  God's  love  to 
bis  foul,  that  his  words  could  not  be  well  underftoQd ; 
his  natural  colour,  heat,  and  Itpength,  would  fo  go  off, 
that  all  about  him  would  conclude  him  to  be  dying  2 
But,  when  he. was  able  to  get  words  uttered,  they  were 
fo  heavenly  and-  raviOiing  concerning  the  love  of  Chriil;, 
^nd  freedom  of  grace,  that  by*  (landers  could  not  hear 
aim  without  weeping.    Sometimes  minifters,  when  they 

came 


tktsit  -to  vifit  hitffi,  and  fodnd  him  in  thdr^raptufe^,  wef6 
forced  to  turn  all  tbeii^  prayers  in  his  behalf  into  praifes, 
eicept  fome  petitions  they  wottld  put  up  to  God,  **  that 
he  might  gtacioufly  fpare  and  be  tender  of  his  weak  bo* 
dyt  and  enable  him  to  bear  that  load  of  loting  kiildliefi 
God  was  pleafed  to  let  out  to  him,  und  Which  his  pre* 
fent  bodily  ftrength  was  not  fuffictant  for«"  -Tea,  they 
would  be  put  to  cry^  <*  Lord,  if  it  be  thy  will,  hold 
^hy  hand,  for  he  is  but  a  clay  veflel ;  this  new  wiae  will 
burft  the  old  bottle  \  prefer?e  him'  in  life  as  a  monament 
of  the  rich  gtac6  of  God,  for  the  conTiAion  of  Atheifts 
and  carnal  people,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  the  faith 
of  the  children  of  God."     Some  times  he  would  cry, 
in  abrupt  expreffions,  **  O  angels,  help  rtie  to  praife 
him  !    O  faints,  admire  his  love,  and  wonder  at  him* 
Again,  O  Barnes  of  love !    My  foul  feeth  Chrift  !  The 
heavens  o^en  !    t  fee  a  throne,  and  the  Lamb  in  the 
midft  of  the  throne  !    O  what  think  ye  of  Chrift^ 
My  foul  breathes, — breathes  towards  him  !    My-  fpir it 
is  exhaled  Out  of  me  by  the  manifcftatioAs  of  God.** 
He  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  with  a  heavenly  ilir,  \o  his 
friends,  <*  O  what  think  ye  of  Chrift  ?"    When  his 
extafy  did  fomewhat  abate,  fo  that  he  attdiindl  a  ptear 
fant  calmnefs  of  thought,  and  freedom  of  fpeech,  he 
wottlH  dtfcourfe  of  the  myfteries  of  religion,  the  eted«> 
itig  love  of  God,  the  freedom  of  grace,  the  unfearch- 
able  riches  of  Chrift,  and  the  glorious  contrivance  of 
redemption  through  his  death  and  facrifice  !    I  fay^  he 
would  talk  of  thefe  things  more  like  an  angel  thdn  a 
man.     For  fuch  was  his  heavenly  eloquence,  fluency 
of  words,  and  facility  of  fpes^ing  upon  thefe  fubje£ls, 
(which  otherwife  was  not  natural  to  him;}  that  ihofe 
who  came  to  fee  him  were  exceedingly  furprifed  and 
siftonifhed  to  hear  him.      His  body  gradually  weaken- 
ed under  thefe  raptures  of  fpirit,  and  he  longed  much 
to  be  off  the  world,  bccaufc  he  could  be  fo  little  ufe- 
ful  in  it  for  advancing  God's  honour.     He  reckoned 
himfelf  bound  to  improve  the  (hort  time  he  was  hke  to 
have  here,   in  commending  Chriil  and  religion  to  all 
that  he  had  accrfs  to,   and  alfo  to  admonifli  them  of 
any  thing  he  knew  amifs  in  them,  which  he  did  moft 

convincingly* 
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coBvincingly.  And-liaviQg  occafion  to  fee  fome  who 
vilipended  the  eftabliflied  church,  and  the  ordinanceg 
di^nfed  in  it  \  he  highly  commended  the  ordinances^ 
and  t9ld  them»  tha^t  from  his  own  fwect  experience  ht^ 
coukl  fay,  that  God  >was  co  be  found  in  them.  He 
feemed  to  have  fin  wonderfully  mortified  ;  for  he  convr 
plained  of  no  other  heart- plague  b^t  feif,  and  it  waf 
his  great  exercife  to  get  feU  wholly  fubdned ;  he  pur? 
fued  it  through  many  ^f  its  wipdinga  and  lurking  pla* 
ces^  and,  after  all>  he  would  regret  hU  little  fuccefs  »* 
gainft  it. 

••  For,'*  faith  he  "  when  I  am  in  my  moft  elevated 
frames,  and  admitted  to  t))e  neareit  accef«  to  my  Re* 
decmer,  that  fubtile  enemy,  &lf,  will  enter  in  with  me 
and  ofler  to  pull  the  crown  off  his  head  before  my 
face." 

Qnce,  after  hearing  a  fermon  on  Pfah  Uxxt.  8«  ''  I 
will  hear  what  God  th^  iioid  will  fpeak>"  he  broke  om 
in  a  raptf^rous  difcourfe  to  one  that  cjune  to  fee  him# 
blefling  God  that  he  had  fpoke  to  him  in  that  fermon, 
<<  O  (faid  he)  what  am  I,  that  the  rof  k  of  Ifrael  ihould 
have  fpoke  to  me  thefe  three  fcfrmond^ys  bygone,  a£r 
furing  me  that*  all  my  fins  are  forgiven  i  What  am  I^ 
^  vile  worm,  that  he  (bould  be  fo  kind  and  condefcend-  . 
ing,  as  to  difcover  Chrift  and  heaven  in  fuch  a  mannet 
to  me,  and  aflure  me  that  I  will  (hortly  be  with  him  i 
Oh  I  thought  that  I  had  finned  him  away  from  me,  but 
}  fee  he  will  not  bide  «iway  !  O  admirable  free  grace  ? 
O  help  me  to  pi»ife  him  I" 

When  death  drew  near,  there  was  fome  alteration  in 
bis  cafe ',  yet  he  never  queftioned  his  intereft  in  Chrift  | 
but  (till  aflerud,  *'  1  know  he  is  my  God  and  Rdeem-» 
cr,  and  i  (hall  be  (hortly  wich  him."  And  once^  whea 
be  was  ready  to  complain  for  want  of  God's  wonted 
manifeftations,he  (aid,  the  Lord  knew  his  body  was 
pow  weak,  and  could  not  bear  what  formerly  he  had 
met  with,  yet  ((aid  he)  glory  to  his  name,  he  hath  giv- 
en me  thr^e  hUnks  fi^ce  my  la(t  ilbicfs  began. 

19.  Dr  Harris,  head  of  Trinity  college  i;i  Oxford, 
in  Us  laft  ficknefs  ufed  to  exhort  ail  about  him  to  get 
fj^  above  s|U  things.     '<  It  is  (faid  be)  youi;  vidory, 

your 
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jcivr  peace,  your  life,  your  crown,  and  your  chiefcft 
piece  of  fpiritual  armour.  Howbeit,  get  on  all  other 
pieces,  and  go  forth  in  the  Lord*8  might :  ftand  to  the 
fight,  and  thy  iflue  (hall  be  glorious.  Only  forget  not 
to  call  in  the  help  of  your  general :  do  all  for  him  and 
under  him.*'  On  the  Lord's  day  he  would  not  have  a- 
f>y  kept  from  the  ordinances  on  his  account  \  and,  when 
they  returned  from  the  fermons,  he  would  fiy  to  them^ 
^  Come,  what  hare  you  for  me  ?*  And  ^en  any 
gave  him  an  account  of  what  they  had  heard»  he  would 
Tcfume  the  heads  thereof,  and  fay,  "  O  what  excellent  ^ 
truths  are  thefe  !  Lay  them  up  carefully,  Tor  you  will 
bave  need  of  them,**  When  friends  came  to  vifit  him, 
he  would  fay,  **  I  cannot  fpeak,  but  I  can  hear*"  Be- 
ing  afked,  where  his  comfort  lay  ?  he  aofwered,  *'  In 
,  ChriO,  and  in  the  free  grace  of  God-'* 

One  telling  him  that  he  might  take  much  comfort 
in  his  labours,  and  the  good  he  had  done  ;  his  anfwer 
was,  *'  All  is  nothing  without  a  Sariour ;  witjbout  him 
my  beft  works  would  condemn  me*  Oh,  I  am  a- 
^ihamcd  of  them,  they  are  fo  mixed  with  fin.  I  hare 
done  nothing  for  God  as  I  oughit,-— Oh,  lofs  of  time 
fits Tcry  heavy  upon  my  fpirits.  Work;  work  apace; 
sflure  yourfclves  nothing  will  more  trouble  you  when 
you  come  to  die,  than  that  you  have  done  no  more  for 
God,  who  hath  done  fo  much  for  you.** 

Sometimes  he  ufed  t"hus  to  breathe  out  himfelf,  "  I 
never  in  all  my  life  faw  the  worth  of  a  Chrift,  nor  tad. 
ed  the  fweetnefs  of  God's  love  in  that  meafure,  as  now 

J  do." Being  aiked  by  minifters,  what  they  (hould 

chiefly  re<)ueft  for  him  ?  He  anfwered,  do  not  only 
pray  for  me,  but  praife  God  that  he  fupports  me,  and 
keeps  c£f  fatan  from  me,  in  my  weakneff ;  beg  that 
1  may  hold  out.  I  am  now  a  great  way  home,  near 
the  (liore,  I  leave  you  toffing  on  the  fea  -,  Oh^.  it  is  a 
good  time  to  die  in* 

In  all  his  latter-wills  which  he  made,  he  took  care 

this  legacy  (hould  Mill  be  inferted  ;  '*  hem,  I  bequeath 

to  all  my  children,  and  to  their  children's  children,  to 

each  of  them  a  Bible,  with  this  infcription,  NONE 

,  BUT 
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BUT. CHRIST.'*  He  ufed  to  fay,  <«  it  is  a  haH  thing 
for  a  faint  to  foigive  himfelf  fome  faults,  when  God 
hath  forgiven  them." 

20.  David  Chitraeusy  when  he  lay  a*dying,  lift  up 
his  head  from  the  pillow  to  hear  the  difcouffes  of  his 
friends  th^it  fat  by  him,  and  faud,.  **  that  he  ihould  die 
with  the  greateft  cemforti  if  be  might  die  learning 
fometbing* 

21.  .Mr  Cooper,  when  a-dying,  faid,  ^  I  faw  not  mj 
children  when  they  were  in  the  womb,  yet  there  the 
Lord  fed  them  without  my  care  or  knowledge.  I 
fhall  not  fee  them  when  I  go  out  of  the  body,'  yet  ihall 
they  not  want  a  father*  Again,  death  is  fomewhat 
dreary,  and  the  ftreams  of  that  Jordan  between  us  and 
our  danaan  run  furioudy,'  but  they  (land  ftiU  when  the  ^ 
Ark  f^mes." 

22.  The  Rev.  Mr  Halyburton,  chat  ihitiing  light  in 
St  Andrew's,  when  a-dying,  commended  Chrift  and 
godlinefs  with  great  eameftnefs  to  all  that  came  to  fee 
him.  He  ^xhmted  his  brtthren  to  diligence  in  the  mi* 
aiftry.  **  It  was  the  delight  of  my  heart  (did  he)  to 
fieach  the  gofpcl:  I  defired  to  decreafe,  that  the  bride- 

goom  might  incteafe,  and  to  be  nothing^  that  he  might 
all.  I  repent  I  (Ud.not  more  for  him.  O  that  I 
had  the  tongues  of  men  and  angels,  to  praife  him*" . 
When  he  was  advifed  to  lie  quiet,  he  faid,  *•*  Where- 
apon  (hoold  a  ttun  beftow  his  laft  breath,  but  in  com- 
mending the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  God  clothed  in  our 
nature,  dying  for  our  fins.*" 

He  caufed  read  one  of  Mr  Rutherford's  letters ;  viz. 
that  to  Mr  John  Main,  and  thereafter  faid,  that  is  a 
book  I  would  recommend  to  you  all,  there  is  more  prac-  v 
tical  religion  in  that  letter,  than  in  a  book  of  a  larger 
volume." 

He  exhorted  fome  minifters,  that  came  to  fee  him,  to 
bithfulnefe.  **  As  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry  (faid 
Ik)  it  was  my  deliberate  choice :  weie  my  days  length* 
^t^  out  much  longer,  and  days  as  trooblefome  as  they 
ue  like  to  be,  I  would  rather  be  a  contemned  minifter 
of  God,  than  the  greateft  prince  on  earth*"    He  faid, 

Voj.,  L  Y  whca 
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when  taktnft  farewell  of  hb  wife,  ckildreuv  and  fefrantc^ 
^  Here  is  a  demonftradon  of  the  reality  of  religion,  dn^ 
ty  a  poori  weakt  timoroiM  matj^  as  nnuch  afcaid  of  death 
ms  any,  am  now  enabled,  by  the  power  of  grace,  com- 
pofedly,  and  with  joy,  to  look  death  in  the  face.  1  date 
look  it  in  the  face  in  ita  moft  ghaffly  (hape,  and  hope 
widiiii  a  little  to  have  the  vidory.  X  cannot  but  com- 
mend  the  Lord  Jefus.  As  far  as  my  words  will  go,  I 
moft  proclaifr  it,  he  is  the  beft  Mafter  that  ever  I  bw." 
7o  fatt  fon,  who 'was  a  child,  he  faici,  «  if  t  had  as  ma* 
ny  ibna  )as  there  are  hairs  in  yuiir  head,  1  would  befiov 
them  ail  on  God."  To  fom  prefeiif  he  (aid,  "  O  firs, 
I  dread  mightily  that  a  rational  fiort  of  religion  is  com- 
ing io'ainonf  us ;  I  mean  by  it,  a  retigion  that  conMs 
in  a  bare  attendance  on  outward  dnties  and  ordinaaoes, 
without  the  power  of  godlinelfs ;  and  thence  peopk 
fiiall  fall  into  a  way  of  feriring  God,  which  is  mere 
Deifm>  having  no  relation  to  Ghrift  Jeius  and  the  Spirit 
of  God."— —He  expre$ed  his  fears  ai  a  ftpim  comiog 
oil  the  church  of  Scotland;  but  he  f^d,  the  day  v31 
break;  and  the  Lord  would  arife,  a)id  he  hoped  the 
cfaurd)  would  b^  made  a  Ivonder,  and  the  Lord  will 
&y,  '^  Lo  this  peo|dehiive  I  formed  for  my&lf  i  he  caa 
make  a'  tiation  to  be  born  at  once."  He  cried. often 
with  the  fpoufe  in  the  Song :  '^  When  (hall  the  day 
break,  and  .'the  (hadows  fly  a«  ay  I  Turn  my  beloved, 
^nd  be  thou  as  a  roe  or  a  young  hart  on  the  mountaios 
of  Bcther;'» 

^  He  faid,  ''  Shall  I  forget  Zion  i  Nay,  let  my  right 
hand  forget  her  cunning,  if  I  prefer  not  Jerufalem  to 
mi  ehiefcft  joy.  •  O  10  have .  God  returning  to  this 
Church,  and  his  work  going  on  in  this  world  !  if  every 
drop  of  my  blood,  cvi-ry  bit  of  my  body,  every  hair  of 
my  head,  were  all  men  \  they  (hould  all  go  to  the  £re 
to  have  this  going  on."-^— irie  laid,  <*  If  I  (houU  fay 
that  I  would  fpeak  no  more  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
it  would  be  like  a  fire  within  me.  I  utk  calling  yoa 
to  fee  a  miracle,  God  is  melting  me  down  into 
corruption  and  duft,  and  yet  he  is  keeping  me  in  a 
caln<.«-—  I  couid  not  believe  that  I  wculd  have  borne, 
and  borne  cheerfully,  this  rod  fo  long;  this  is  a  miracle, 
.  .  .■   >  pain 


pfllin  Widkottt  pain ;  and  this  i»  not  a  hxncj  of  a  man 
dtferdered  in  liis in-ain,  but  of  one  lying  in  fall  compo« 
fbrc*  O  blefled  be-  God,  that  eve#  I  was  born. .  I  have 
a  father  aad  a  mother,  and  ten  brethren  afild  fitters  in 
beaven,  and  I  Oiail  be  tKe  elerenth.  I  <haU  fliortly  be  at 
that  glMy  I  have  been  long  expe£liiig  ?  though  I  come 
not  near  Mr  Shield's  glory,  nor  Mr  Anderfon'S)  yet  I 
trill  be  well  enough  if  I  g^t  ia.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
to  receive  glory.** 

23*  Mr  Hugh  Mackailli  in  his  (peech  before  his 
death,  faid|  ^*  I  have  efteemed  tlie  fblemn  engage- 
ments of  this  nation  to  the  Lord's  pregnant  performan* 
CCS  of  that  proffiifty  Ife*  zliv*  v.  where  it  is  evidenty  that 
where  church-reformations  cdftie  to  an v  matuiiryi  they 
arrive  at  this  degree  af  faying,  I  am  the  Lord's,  and 
fubfcfilring  with  the  hand  unto  the  Lord.  So  was  it 
in  the  days  of  the  tefof  ming  kings  of  Jtldab,  and  after  , 
the  reftoraCion  from  the  captivity  of  Babylon,  iii  the 
days  of  Nehemiiib.  This  fame  purpofe  did  the  Lord 
Jefus  mftks  yea  and  Amen  to  us,  when  he  redeemed 

us  from  fpMtual  Babylon. i  glotify  him  that  he 

bath-MDed  me  forth  to  fuller  for  his  name  and  ordi- 
naikres,  and  tbe  foiema  engagements  of  the  land  to 
him.  Hcfftafter  I  wiH  sot  walk  with  fleOi  and  btood^ 
nor  think'on  the- weald's  coniblations.  Farewell  all  my 
friends,^  whofe  company  hath  been  rcfrefhfut  x6  me  irl 
my  pilgrimage*  i  have  done  widi  the  light  of  the  fun 
.  a&d  moon^  Weleome,etemallife,ev«Tlailinglove»ever- 
bi&ig  pvbifiir'everiafting  gidvy. '  Praife  to  him  that  fits 
upon  the- throne,  and  to  the  L»mb  for  evtr;'^ 

24.  The  famous  Mr  Durham  b^ing  vifited  by  a  mi- 
nifter  ui  his  kift  ficbiefs,  which  iMras  long  and  lingering^ 
who  faid  to  him,  Sir,  I  hope  you  have  £et  all  in  order^ 
and  that  you  have  nothing  eife  to  do  but  die.  **  1  blefs 
God  (fa|d  Mr  Durham)  1  have  not  had  that  to  do  nei- 
ther thefe  many  yeats." 

25.  Mr  Rowland  Nevat  his  dying  ptayer  for  his 
tKildrcn  was,  that  the  Mediator's  WeiHng  might  be  the 

'     portion  of  every  one  of  them.     Adding  to  them,  I 
charge  you  at),  fee  to  it^  that  you  meet  jne  on  the  right 

hand 
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band  of  Clirift  at  the  great  day.  When  he  mhis  totia^ 
,  times  much  fpent  with  his  bbourSy  he  would  appeal  to 
God,  thati  though  he  might  be  wearied  in  his  fervkei 
he  would  never  be  weary  of  it.  Being  often  diilenlpe^• 
ed  in  his  body,  he  would  fay,  he  was  never  better  than 
in  the  pulpit,  ftnd  that  it  was  th^beft  place  he  could 
wi(h  to  die  in. 

26.  Mr  Philip  Henry,  when  a  dying,  hia  pains  were 
very  (harp ;  he  faid  to  his  neighbours  who  came  in  to 
fee  him,  O  make  fure  work  for  your  fouls,  by  getting 
an  intertft  in  Chrift,  while  you  are  in  health ;  or  S 
I  had  that  work  to  do  now,  what  would  become  of  me. 
A  little  before  his  lad  illnefs  he  wrote  to  a  reverend 
brother,  '*  Ailcthinks  it  is  fttange,  that  it  flxHikl  be 
your  lot  and  /nine  to  abide  fo  long  on  earth  by  the 
ftuff,  .when  fo  many  of  our  friends  are  diriding  the 
fpoil  above  s  bat  God  will  have  itfo;  and  to  be  wil- 
ling to  live  in  obedience  to  his  holy  will,  is  as  true  an 
z€t  of  grace,  as  to  be  willing  to  die  when  he  calls." 
One  afking;him  how  he  did,  he  anfwcred,  **  I  find  the 
chips  fly  off  apace^  the  tree  will  be  down  fbortly.'*   He 

.  was  fometimes  taken  with  faintingfits,  which  when  he 
recovered  from,  he  would  fay»  ^*  Dying  is  but  a  little 
more."  Once  he  faid,  after  a  little  recovery^  *'  Well, 
I  thought  I  had  been  putting  into  the  harbour^  but  I 
find  I  muft  go  to  fea  again.** 

27.  Mr  Matthew  Henry  his  death  was  (bmewhat 
fttdden  ;  he  faid  a  little  be^re  it  to  feme  about  hini» 
^  Tou  have  been  ufed  to  take  notice  of«the  fayiogs  of 
dying  men ;  this  is  mine,  tiiat  a  life  fpent  in  the  fer<- 
yice  of  God  and  communion  with  him^  is  the  moft 
comfortable  and  pleafant  life,  that  any  one  can  live  in 
this  world. 

a8.  Holy  and  learned  Mr  Rutherford^  a  little  bo^' 
fore  his  deaths  left  a  written  teftimony  to  our  covenant- 
ed work  of  reformation  i  and  therein  he  proves  the 
war^ntabltnefs  of  nations  entering  into  covenant  with 
God  under  the  New  Teftament  times,  and  (hews  that 
this  praQice  is  the  accomplifhment  of  feveral  Old 
Tcflament  prophecies,  fuch  as  Jer.  1.  4,  5.  Jfa.  ii.  3 

Eech. 
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ZecK.  viiL  2.  Ifa.  xtx.  23 »  24»  25.  whkh  relate  to  goi^ 
pel  timet.     And  when  he  was  a  dying,  he  fenc  fevcral 
meflagcs  to  the  prrib]rtery  of  St  Aodrew^s,    defiring 
thecn  to  adhere  to  God's  caufe  and  covenant.     In  his 
fickneifi  he  oktm  broke  out  in  facred  raptures,  extolling 
and  commending  the  Lord  Jefus,  whom  he  often  caU 
led   his  bleffcd  Mafter,  his  kingly  King.    When  hia 
death  drew  near,  he  .faid,  '^  1  fliall  {hine,  I  (hall  fee 
him  as  he  is,  I  (hall  fee  hicn  reign,  and  all  his  fair  com^ 
l^flUxy  with  him»  and  I  (hall  hitve.  my  large  (hare:  my 
-  eyes  ihail  fee  my  Redeemer,  thofe  very  eyes  of  mine, 
and  no  other. for  me/'     When  exhorting  one  to  be  dt« 
Uf;ent  in  fecking  God,  he  faid,  '*  it  is  no  eafy  thiilg  10 
be  a  Chriftian  \  but  for  me,  I  have  gotten  die  viAory,' 
and  Chrift  is  holding  out  both  his  arms  to  embrace  me/' 
He  was  wonderfully  ftrengthened  againd  the  fears  of 
fuffering  and  of  death;  for^  fays  be,  **  I  faid  t«  the 
Lord,  if  he  would  flay  ,me  (ive  thoufand  times^  I  would 
trufl  in  him,  and  I  fpoke  it  with  much  trembling,  fear- 
ing I  fl)ould  act  make  my  boaft  good.    But  as  really  as 
«  ever  he  (jpoke  to  me  by  his  Spirit,  be  witnefied  unto  my 
heart,  that  bis  grace  (hould  be  Efficient  for  me.''     He 
faid  to  fome  minifters  that  came  to  fee  him,  **  My  Lo#d 
and  Mafter  is  the  chief  of  ten  thoufand  of  thoufands  ! 
none  is  comparable  to  him  in  Iieaven    or  in  earth* 
Dear  Brethren,  do  all  for  him,  pray  for  Chrift,  preach 
for  Qiirift,  feed  the  flack  committed  to  your  charge  for 
Chri(t,  viGc  and  catechife  for  Chrift  \  do  9II  for  Chrift, 
and  beware  of  man-pleafmg.   Feed  the  flock  out  of  love, 
the  chief  (hephtrd  will  appear  (hort!y/'    Once  when  he 
recovered  from  a  famting  fit,  he  faid,  i  feel,  I  feel,  I 
believe,  I  enjoy,  I  rejoice,  I  feed  on  manna  "    As  he 
took  a  little  wine  in  a  fpoon,  Mr  Robert  Blair  faid  to 
Um,  you  feed  on  the  damties  of  heaven,  and  think  im>- 
thing  of  our  cordials  on  earth.     He  faid,  "  they  are  all 
but  dung,  yet  they  are  Chrill's  creatures,  and,  in  obe- 
dience to  his  command,  I  take  them."     After  fome  dif- 
cour(e,  Mr  Blair  faid  to  him,  What  think  you  now  of 
Chrift  ?  To  which  he  replied,  <'  I  (hall  live  and  adore 
him :  Glory,  glory,  to  my  Creator,  and  to  my  Redeeni-. 
tt  for  ever.  Olory  (hmcs  in  Emmanuel's  land."    After- 
wards 
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wards  be  laid,  ^  O  that  all  my  brethren  did  Juuxw  what 
a  Mafter  I  have  fenred,  and  inrtiat  peace  IhavetbUdaj? 
I  fliall  fleep  in  Chrift,  and  when  I  awake,  I  (hall  be  &• 
ti&6ed  with  his  likeaefs/'  Then  he  faid,  <<  This  lugfat 
ihall  dofe  the  door»  and  put  ray  anchor  within  the  fcil^ 
I  fiiall  go  away  in  a  flccp  by  five  o'clodc  in  the  morn- 
ing :"  which  cxaAly  fell  out.  -  That  nighti  though  "he 
waa  very  weak^  he  olten  had  this  expremony  O  for  arms 
to  embrace  him  !  O  for  a  wdl-tuned  harp  I 

When  fome  fpokc  to  hi^i  of  his  former  painfohM^ls 
and  faithfttlneb  in  the  work  of  God  \  he  £iid»  **  i  dit- 
.'claim  all  that ;  the  port  I  would  be  in  at^  b  rcdemptioa 
and  forgivcneb  of  fina  through  his  blood*"  His  laft 
^ord&  were»  ^*  Glory,  glory  dwelleth  in  Emmanuel's 
land." 

29,  Hugh  Kennedy,  provoft  of  Air,  when  he  was  a 
dying,  a  mintfter  iaid  to  him,  you  have  caufe,  Sir,  to  be 
allured,  chat  the  angels  of  God  are  now  waiting  at  the 
(loops  of  this  bed  to  convey  your  foul  to  Abraham's 
bofom  i  to  whom  his  anfwer  was,  ^'  I  am  fore  thereof ; 
and  if  the  walls  of  this  houfe  could  fpeak,  they  could 
.tell  how  many  fweet  days  I  have  had  in  fellowfliip  with 
God»  and  how  familiar  he  hath  been  with  my  foul."  He 
was  one  of  the  greateft  wretikrs  with  God  that  was  in 
the  age  wh^rem  he  lived,  and  he  had  mofl:  remarkaUe 
returns  of  prayer.  The  great  Mr  WeUh,  in  a  letter 
from  France^  faid  of  him>  *^  Happy  ia  that  city,  yea, 
happy  is  that  nation,  that  h^th  a  Hugh  Kennedy  in  it ; 
1  have  myfelf  certainly  found  the  anfurers  of  hb  prayers 
from  the  Lord  in  my  behalf." 

30*  The  great  Mr  Robert  Bruce,  minifter  of  Edin- 
burgh, when  dying  through  weaknefs  and  old  age,  be- 
ing aiked  by  one  oi  his  friends,  how  matters  ftood  now 
between  God  and  his  own  foui  i  anfwered,  **  When  I 
"^as  young  I  was  diligent,  and  lived  by  faith  in  the  bon 
of  God,  but  now  I  am  old,  and  not  able  to  do  fo  much; 
yet  he  condefcends  to  feed  me  with,  lumps  of  ienie.'' 
1  hat  morning  before  he  died,  he  came  to  breakfall  at 
his  table,  and  having  eat,  as  he  ufed,  one  Cngle  egg ; 
he  laid  to  his  daughter,  1  think  I  am  yet  hungry,  you 

may 
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fltay  bring  me  another.  But  prefently  he  fell  into  a 
deep  meditation ;  and  having  mufed  a  whiie^  he  faid^ 
<<  Hold,  daa^ter,  hdH»  my  Maftef  calk  me."  With 
tliefe  words  his  fight  failed  htm,  whereupon  he  called 
for  the  Bible :  but  finding  his  fight  gone,  he  faid^ 
^<  Call  me  up  the  eight  chapter  of  the  eplftle  to  the 
Romans,  and  fet  my  finger  dn  tbefe  words,  ^*  I  am 
serfuad^  that  neither  death  nor  life»  angels^  &c.  (halt 
DC  aUc  to  fcparate  me  from  the  love  of  God,  which  ia 
in  Chrift  Jefiu^y  Lord.**  .Now»  laid  he,  is  my  finger 
upon  them  ?  they  told  him  it  vas.  Then,  without 
any  more,  he  faid,  *'  Now,  God  be  xwith  you»  my 
children,  I  have  breakf.ited  with  you,  and  (hall  fup 
with  my  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  this  night.''  And  fo  gave 
up  the  ghoft. 

3  !•  Jobit  Stewart,  provoft  of  Ayr,  was  a  fingularly 
ptooa  man,  yet  when  he  lay  a-dyin^,  he  faid  jto  ftmie 
about  him,  *'  I  go  the  way  of  all  fle(h|  and  it  may  be 
fome  of  you  doubt  nothing  of  my  well  being :  yea,  I 
teftify^  that  eicept  when  I  llept,  or  was  on .  butinefii, 
I  was  not  theie  tea  year4  without  thoughts  of  God,  fo 
long  as  I  would  be  m  going  from  my  own  houfe  to  the 
cro^  ;  and  yet  I  doubt  myfelf,  and  am  in  great  agony, 
vea,  at  die  Ixink  of  defpair."  But  a  day  or  two  l^fore 
he  died,  he  turned  his  face  to  the  wall  from  the  com. 
pany  for  two  hours.  Then  Mr  Fcrgufon  the  miniftcr 
coming  in,  afked  what  he  was  doing  ?  upon  which  he 
turned  himfelf,  with  thefe  words :  *^  1  have  been  fight- 
ing and  working  out  my  falvation  with  fear  and  trem* 
Uing ;  and  now  1  biefs  God,  it  is  perfected,  fealed, 
confirmed,  and  all  fears  are  gone.'' 

32.  Luther,  when  he  fell  fick,  made  his  will,  in 
which  he  bequeathed  his  deteftation  of  Popery  to  his 
friends,  and  to  the  paftors  of  the  church,  having  before 
made  this  verfe :    > 

fir  ersm  tww/,  martens  ero  mors  toa  Papa, 


in  his  laft  viB,  he  faid,  «  O  Lord  God,  I  thank  thee 
that  thou  wottldft  have  me  live  a  poor  and  indigent  per« 
fon  upon  earth.     I  have  neither  ho^fes  nor  lands,  nor 

pofleflionsj 
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poikfiions,  oor  moncf  tb  leave*  Thofi^f  Lcvdi  h^ 
given  ine^B  wife  and'dhtldven  \  theniy  Lotid^Iigm  back 
to  thee«  Nouriih,  inftrufiy  and  keep  iSbitmi^  O  thou, 
the  Father  of  orpham^  atid  ]\xA^t  of  tbe  ^widMr»  at ifaou 
haft  done  t^  me,  fo  do  to  them/*.  . .  .   <, 

In  his  laft  prayer,  February  i8.  1546^  he  faath  thefe 
words,'  ^  I  pray  God  to'preferre  his  gofpei  amon^^Wj 
for  the  Pope  and  Council  of  Trent  have  grievoas  thingt 
in  hand.  O  heavenly  Father*  I  give  thee  ihanks  that 
thott  haft  revealed  to  me  thy  Son  Jefua  Ghrift,  orhoni 
I  believe,  whom  I  profefs,  whom  1  glorify*  and  whom 
the  Pope  and  the  rout  of  the  wicked  perfecuee  and  dif- 
honour."  Mr  Fox  feid  of  Luther*  **  that  a  poor  friar 
fhould'be  aUe  to  ftand  ^:gatnftthe  PcmCi  was  a  great 
miracle  \  that  he  (hould  prevail  againn  die  Pope*  wa» 
greater;  and*  after  all*  to  die  in  peace;  having  fo  many 
enemies*  was  the  greateft  of  alL" 

33#  Mr  Jofeph  Allen*  a  moft  paihfal  aiid  laborious 
minifter*  being  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  his  atma  and  legs 
before  bis  death,  was  aiked  by  a  friendi  how  he^'Oould 
be  fo  well  contented  to  lie  fo  long  in  that  condition  t 
He  anfwered*  ^*  What !  is  God  my  father*  Jefns  Chrift 
my  faviour*  and  the  Holy  Spirit  my  fan£kifier  and  com<» 
forter ;  and  (hall  I  not  be  content  without  limbs  and 
healch  ?  He  is  an  unreafonabie  wretch  that  cannot  be 
-content  with  a  God,  though  he  had  nothing  el&/' 

When  his  people  of  Taunton  came  to  Dorcefter  to 
fee  hirn^  where  he  lay ;  he  was  much  revived*  and 
would  fit  up  in  his  bed,  have  the  curtains  drawn  by* 
and  delired  them  to  (land  round  about  the  bed  \  and 
caufed  take  out  his  hand  and  hold  it  out  to  them*  that 
they  m^rht  take  it  as  he  ufed  formerlv'  to  do*  when  he 
haci  been  abfent  from  them.  And  though  very  ^eak, 
vet  he  fpoke  to  them  thus  :  **  O  how  it  rejotceth  my 
r.eart  to  fee  your  faces^  and  to  hear  your  voiees*  though 
1  cannot  fpeak  as  heretofore  unto  you.  Methinks,  I 
am  now  hke  old  Jacob,  with  ail  his  fons  about  him. 
Now,  you  fee  my  weak  eftate*  thus  I  have  been  for' 
many  weeks  fmce  I  parted  with  you*  but  God  hath 
been  with  me.      $dy  friends*  life  is  mine*  death  is 

mine, 
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nine  \  in  that  corenant  of  which  I  preadied  to  yoq; 
i$  all  my  falvation  and  all,  my  defire  ^  although  my  bo* 
dy  do  not  profper,  I  hope,  through  grace  my  foul  doth^ 
I  have  lived  a  f^r^ec  life  by  the  promifes,  and  I  hop^ 
through  grace  can  die  by  a  promife*  It  is  the  promi&i 
of  Cod  that  will  ftand  by  us.  Nothing  but  God  in 
them  will  ftead  oa  in  a  day  of  affliAion.  My  dear  friendsj^ 
I  feel  the  power  of  thofe  doiElrines  I  preached  to  you  on 
my  heart,  the  do£irines  of  faith,  of  repentance,  of  felf- 
denial,  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  of  coif tentment,  &c^ 
O  that  you  wbuld  live  them  over,  now  I  cannot  preach 
them  to  you.  It  is  a  Ibame  for  a  believer  to  be  caft 
down  under  afiti^iions^  that  hath  fo  many  glorious  pri- 
vileges, juftification,  adoption^  fan&ification,  and  eter- 
nal glory.  We  (hall  be  as  the  angels  of  God  in  a  little 
while ;  nay,  to  fay  the  truth,  believers  are,  as  it  were^ 
Utde  angels  already,  that  live  in  the  power  of  ^aith.  Q 
my  friends,  live  like  believers,  trample  tliis  dirty  world 
under  your  feet }  be  not  taken  with  its  comforts^  nor 
difquieted  with  its  crofles,  you  will  be  gone  out  of  it 
fhortly.'^ 

When  they  came  io  take  leave  of  him,  he  would  necdp 
may  with  them  as  his  weak  ftate  did  fufFer  him.  Then 
he  (aid,  '*  Farewell,  my  dear  friends }  go  home  an4 
live  over  what  I  have  preached  to  yoa»  and  the  Loni 
provide  for  you  when  I  am  gone.  Now  I  cannot  preach 
to  you,  but  let  my  wafted  ftrength  and  ufelefis  limbf 
be  a  fermon  to  you*  jl  am  afraid  of  fome  of  you,  afr 
ter  all  I  have  fpoken  to  you.  There  are  many  ptofe(- 
fors  who  can  pray  well  and  talk  well,  whom,  we  (hall 
find  at  the  left  hand  of  Chrift  another  day.  aou  have 
your  trades,  your  c(tates,  your  relations,  be. not  taken 
with  thefe,  but  with  God  \  O  live  on  him.  For  th^ 
Lord's  iakci  go  heme,  and  take  heed  of  the.  world, 
worjdly  cares,  worldly  comforts,  worldly  relations,  &c^ 
Oh !  let  not  my  labours  and  fufierings,  let  not  my  waf- 
ted ftrength,  and  ufelefs  limbs,  rife  up  in  judgment  a- 
gainft  you  at  the  great  day  of  the  Lord.**  Then  he  faid« 
**  The  Lord  having  given  authority  to  his  minifters  to 
blefs  his  people,  accordingly  I  blefs  you  in  his  name, 
(ufing'the  words  he  always  ufed  after  a  facramepjt) 
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The  Lord  btefs  yod  ancf  keep  you,  the  Lord  caute  liil 
f»ce  to  (hikie  upon  you,  and  gW e  you  peace.  And  th^ 
God  of  peace,  th^t  brought  again  from  the  dead  our 
Lord  ^efus^  that  great  fticphcrd  of  the  (hccp,  thrbugli 
the  blood  of  the  cverlafting  covenant ;  make  you  petft£t 
in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that 
which  is  well  pleafing  in  his  iight,  through  Jefus  Chrift  \ 
to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen,** 

In  the  morn>ng$|  his  firft  fpeeches  would  be  (^htcft 
he  alfo  ufcd  in  his  health)  ••  Now  we  have  one  day 
more,  this  is  one  more  for  God,  now  let"  us  live  wcfl 
this  day»  work  hard  for  our  fouls  ;  lay  up  much  treafur^ 
in  heaven  this  day,  for  we  have  but  a  few  to  live.*' 

Being  taken  to  the  bath,  wherfe  he  met  with  extraor- 
dinary kindnefs  from  ftrangers,  for  many  reforted  to 
him,  to  fee  him  and  hear  him  fpeak,  having  heard  what 
^  monument  of  mercy  he  was :  he  did  delight  himfdf 
much  in  the  confideration  of  the-  Loird's  kindViefS'  to 
..him,  and  the  tokens  of  ftrangers  their  love,  and  would 
often  fay,  *'  I  was  a  ftranger,  and  mercy  took  me  in : 
in  prifoo,  and  it  came  to  me  -,  (ick  and  weak,  and  it 
vlfited  me.*! 

N,  B.  He  had  been  much  perfccutcd,  and  put  lii 
prifon,  for  no  other  crime  but  preaching  tne  gofpel.  ^ 

He  had  a  moft  pioiis  and  slfFeftionate  wife  that  waiN 
ed  clofely  upon  him,  to  whom  he  faid,  •*  N<iw,  my 
dear  heart,  my  companion  in  all  my  tribulations  aqd 
afflictions,  I  thank  thee  for  all  thy  pains  and  labours  for 
me  at  hbme  and  abroad,  in  prifon  and  liberty,  in  health 
and  ficj^nefs."  And  he  prayed  that  the  Lord  would 
requite  her,  fill  her  with  all  manner  of  grace  and  con- 
folation,  and  fupport  and  carry  her  through  all  difficult 
ties. 

He  bad  /ome  confiifis  with  fatan  a  litde  before  death  \ 
once  he  uttered  thefe  words,  *'  Away,  thou  foul  fiend, 
thou  enemy  of  all  mankind,'  thou  fubtile  fophifter,  art 
thou  come  now  to  moleft  me  ?  Now  i  am  juft  going ! 
Now  I  am  fo  weak^  and  death  upon  me !  Trouble  mc 
not,  for  i  am  none  of  thine,  I  am  the  Lord's ;  Chrift 
is  mine,  and  I  am  his,  his  by  covenatit ;  I  have  fworn 
myfelf  to  be  the  Lord's,  and  his  I  will  be  \  therefore 

be 
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hp  gone."  Thcfe  laft  words  he  repcatcd-oftcn,  as  plead; 
ing  his  covenanting  with  God,  as  a  mean  to  tefift  the . 
devil,  and  his  temptations.     When  he  looiked  on  his 
weak  confu'ned  hands,  he  would  fay,  "  thefe  (hal!  bV 
,  changed,  this  vile  body  ihall  be  made  fike  to  Chnft's 
glorious  body.  O  whata  glorious  day  wiU  the  day  of  the 
refurredion  be  ?  Methinks  I  fee  it  by  faith  ;  hovv  will 
the  faints  lift  up  their  heads  and  rejoice  ?  and  how  fad-, 
ly  will  the  wicked  world  look  then  ?    O  cone,  let  usf 
make  hade,  our  Lord  will  come  fliortly  !  if  we  long  to 
be  in  heaven,  let  us  haften  with  our  work ;  for  when 
that  is  done,  away  we  fliall  be  brought.     O  this  vaint 
foolilh,   dirty  world ;  I  wonder  how  reafonablc  crea- 
tures can  fo  doat  upon  it !  What  is  in  it  worth  the 
looking  after  ?  I  care  not  to  be  in  it  longer  than  while 
my  Maftcr  hath  cither  doing  or  fuffering  work  for  me  y 
were  that  done,  farewell  to  earth." 

This  eminent  faint  had  this  teftimony  given  him  by  . 
one  ;  it  may  be  faid  of  him,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  of 
mod  faints  on  earth,  that  each  thoqght  was  to  him  • 
prayer,  each  prayer  a  fong,  each  day  a  Sabbath;  each 
meal  a  facrament ;  and  fo  his  life  on  earth  a  foretafte  of 
that  eternal  repaft  to  which  he 'hath  now  arrived. 

34.  The  noble  Marquis  of  Argyle,  being  a  zealous   - 
friend  of  our  covenanted  Reformation,  was  put  to  de^ith 
May  27th  1661.     His  friends  contrived  methods  for 
making  his  efcape  out  of  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh,  but 
he  thanked  them,  ^nd  told  them,  he  would  not  difown 
the  good  caufe  he  had  fo  publicly  efpou fed^  ^ut  refol- 
ved  to  fuffer  the  utmoft.     When  the  fcntencc  of  death 
was  paft  by  the  Parliament,  on  Saturdy  May  a5th,  he 
faid,  *•  I  had  the  honour  to  fet  the  crown  upon  the 
king's  head,  and  now  he  haftens  me  to  a  better  crown  ^ 
than  his  own.'*     Then  he  was  fent  to  the  Tolbooth. 
His  excellent  Lady  embracing  him  when  he  entered, 
wtpt  bitterly,  faying  feveral  times,  the  Lord  will  re- 
quite it.     Not  any  in  the  room  could  reftrain  from 
tears;  but  the  Marquis  himfelf  was  perfectly  compo- 
fcd,  and  f^id,  "  Forbear,  forbear ;  truly  1  pity  them, 
they  know  hot  wh^t  they  are   doing :  they  may  (hut 
me  in  where  they  pleafe,  but  they  cannot  fhut  out 
Z  z  .  God 


condemned  to  it  for  maiintBiiHag  the  l^b^rdesof  this 
church,  tliovgh  afterward$>  the  feotencc  was  changed 
into  baniOiment)  in  his  letter  to  a  ChritUap  ladj»  hack 
tbefc  w^ds : 

*^  I  long  to  eat  of  that  tree  which  is  plafited  in  ths 
noidft  of  the  Paradife  of  God,  and  to  drink  of  the  puse 
Tiver,  cleur  as  cryftal>  that  runs  th^ouib  the  ftreet  of 
ihs  new  Jerufaleni#  I  long  to  be  refreihed  with  the 
{^h\%  of  them  that  are  under  the  altar,  who  were  flaia 
£or  the  word  of  God,  and  the  teftimony  that  |hey  held  \ 
sind  to  have  thofe  Iqng  white  robes  given  nte,  ihst  I 
may  walk  in  white  raiment  with  thofe  glorious  faiata, 
who  have  wafhed  their  garoients,  and  m^ide  them  white 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  Why  (hould  i  think  it  a 
ftrange  thing  to  be -removed  from  this  place  to  that 
where  my  hope,  my  joy,  my  crown,  my  elder  brothcTy 
my  head»  nny  father,  niy  comforter,  and  all  the  glorious 
iaints  are,  and  where  the  fong  of  Mofes>ai>d  the  Lamb 
ie  fung  joyfully ;  where  we  &all  not  be  compelled  to  fit 
by  the  tivers  of  Babylon,  and  hang' up  our  harps  on  the 
willow  trees,  but  (hall  iake  them  up,  and  fing  the  n^w 
Hallelujah,  blefling,  honour,  glory  and  power,  to  him 
that  fits  upon  the  throne  and  to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and 
ever  f  What  is  there  under  the  old  vault  of  the  heavens, 
and  in  this  old  worn  earth,  which  is  groaning  under  the 
bondage  of  corruption,  that  (hould  make  me  to  dtfire  to 
remain  hrre?  1  expert  that  new  heaven  and  new  eanh, 
V herein  righteoufncfs  dwelleth,  wherein  I  fliall  reil  for 
«lverfnore«  I  look  to  get  entry  into  the  new  Jerufalem 
at  one  of  thofe  twelve  gates,  whereupon  »r«  written  the 
names  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael.  I  know  that  Jcfus 
Chrift  hath  prepared  them  for  me.  Why,  la^ay  1  not 
thco,  with  boldnefs  in  his  blood,  (lep  into  that  glory, 
wbtrre  my  Head  and  Lord  hath  gone  before  me  i  Jcfus 
Cbrlft  is  the  door  and  the  portor  \  who  th^u  Ih^l  hpld 
me  out?  U  thou  faireil  among  the  diildienof  mexi,  the 
delight  of  mankind,  the  Jight  of  the  Gentiles,  the  glory 
of  u\e,  Jews,  the  life  of  the  dead,  the  joy  of  angels  ^nd 
faints»  my  foul  j>anteth  to  be  with  th<e.  I.r^fM^  not  to 
die  with  ihce,  that  I  inay  live  with  thee  5  I  rcfufe  not  to 
fuiRr  wiih  thee,  that  I  may  rejoice  with  thee.  O  when 
(hall  I  be  filled  with  his  love  !    Surely,  if  a  man  knew 

how 


tnrcoimi9  ici?;  he  mt>}M  eiunt'airthitl^s  Init  droTs 

affid  xtaA^  to  gm  tu    %'iwtf^  iot  ^at'ftaffold,  or  ih^t 

ske^  TMT  thiir  cot^i  thnt  mi^rht  be  to  mft  thst  kft  (lep  of 

this  my  weartfome  joumtfi  to  tgo  to  thitr^  my  Lordt 

Who  jnni  I»  th«t  lie  Aiouid  firft  have  called  in^»  and  the^i 

ronftitufe  tne  «  tninifter  of  the  ghul  tidings  of  the  gofv. 

pfd  of  fatvartion  Ihefe  ln«n^7e»T8,  and  now,  ^alLof  allt^ 

to  ^  a  fafferer  for  his  taufe  and  kihgHom  ?  Thefe  twd 

^t)itir»v    i«  That  Qirift  is  die  head  of  the  chnrchi 

ft.   'Fharfhetsfir^e  in  het  go^emmcnib  from  all  other 

jtstMMdioh,  except  Chfift  \  fea,  aafree  as  anykingdom 

unde^  iteaven».BOt  only  to  conrocaie,  bxM,  vokA  ketp  het 

meetings  and  aflemUies :  bikt  alfo  to  j^dge  of  iA\  her 

aAir»  among  htr  OYembers  and  fnbjefts :  thcTe  are  chfe 

taufe  ^f  oiir  fiifferings.     i^omld  bemoft  glad  to  be 

oiei%d  41^  aa  a  ifacrifiee  for  fo  gloroixd  a  trttth ;  but^ 

alae  !   I  feair  that -my  lins,  and  tht  abofe  of  fa  gtoribus 

ifaings  as  1  ihave  foimdi  deprit«  me  of  fo  hit  a  crown : 

Yet  my  lord  doth,  know,  if  he  ^M>ald  call  me  to  tt»  and 

ftrcAgthefi  me  tn  it,  it  ^ould  be  lo  ^e  the  flM>ft  glo* 

tiotra  davi  and  gladeft  hour  I  evev  faar  m  my  lifet  but 

i  ^m^n  hii  handlii  t9o:do  with  tB«*wfaatiK«er,(han  please 

TJiig'emfaient  faitit  fpent  much  of  hh  time  in  the 
tlM^uiftof^yeraial.wreftirQg  with  God,  wat  admitted 
to  very  indmatetiearae&with  him^  and  had  maaiy  fe- 
rret tningi  revcded  to  him  kom  Gad.  Heufedto 
&y.  **  He  wondered  how  a  Cbriftian  oould  iie  in  bed 
ill  ntgbt,  without  fifing  to  fpend  ibme  of  the  night  ia 
prayer  smd  prtift."  > 

In  hi^i  laft  Ittnefe  he  had  a  great  weaknefs  in  his  knees, 
>  catifed  by  hii  eoatinu&l  kneeling  at  prayer,  the  fle(h 
thereof  t>e^«Aieinfen6blei  and  hard  Hke  a  fore  of  horn ; 
but,  when  in  his  weaknefs  he  was  defired  to  remit  fome* 
what  of  his  former  painf alnefs,  bis  atifwer  was,  he  had 
his  Mt  of  God,  and  therefoie  it  ihould  be  fpent  for 
kftn.  {)ifring  Ms  iicknefs  he  wasfo  filled  with  tlie  fen<- 
fihJt  ehjof  ntent  of  God,  that  he  was  fometimes  over- 
h^rd  in  player  to  have  thefe  words  :  ^*  Lord,  hold  thy 
*  hand,  it  isienough,  thy  fenrant  is  a  clay  vefi'cl,  and  can 
hold  iu>  more.^' 

36.  Mr 


i88  Cboiet  Saytngt'^  I^iMg  SOuf. 


1 


^(.  Mr  Chriftopher  Lo?e»  minifter  of  IiA«i^iioe*j«rjf 
!n  London,  who  was  beheaded  on  TowerKtil,  jKu!g.  32* 
1 6^1,  in  time  of  Crom well's  ufnrpation^  Wfor  fyf- 
peAcd  plotting  againft  his  govcrnmentt  biawofdsoo 
the  fcafTold  were  moft  pathetic  and  weight7:  ^'  Akhoaj^ 
(faid  he)  there  be  but  little  between  me  and  de«di|  jet 
this  bears  up  my  heart,  there  is  little  between  me  and 
heaven.  It  comforted  Dr  Taylor*  the  mattyr,  wiien 
he  was  goin^  to  execution^  that  there  were  b^  two 
fliles  between  him  and  his  Father's  heufe:.  there  is  » 
Icfler  way  between  me  and  my  Father^s  houfey  but  two 
fteps  between  me  and  glory.    It  is  but  lying  down  upon  ^ 

that  block,  and  I  ihall  afcend  upon  a  tlvone.    I  am  j 

this  day  failing  towards  the  ocean  of  eternity,  thram^  | 

a  rough  paflage  to  my  haven  of  reft,  through  a  Red  fim  \ 

to  the  promifed  land.     Methinks  I  hear  God  fay  to  me»  | 

as  he  did  to  Mofes,  Go  up  to  motmt  .Nebo,  and  die 
there :   So  to  me,  Go  up  to  Towerhill,  and  die  ther&  ^ 

Ifaac  faid  of  himfelf,  that  he  was  old,  and  yet  he  knew 
not  the  day  of  his  death ;  but  I  cannot  £iy  fo*  I  am 
>oung,  and  yet  1  know  the  day  of  my  4c«th,  and  I 
know  the  kbd  of  my  death,  and  the  place  of  my  death 
alfo.  I  am  put  to  fuch  a  kind  of  death,  as  two  £imottt 
preachers  of  the  gofpel  were  put  to  beiimre  mc^  John 
the  Baptift,  and  Paul  the  Apoftle,  they  were  both  he? 
headed*  I  read  alfo  in  Rev.  xx.  4.  <*  The  faints  wae 
behtaded  for  the  word  of  God,  and  tlie  teftimony  of  Jg* 
fus.**  But  herein  is  the  difadvantage  which  I  lie  under 
in  the  thoughts  of  many  \  they  judge  that  I  fu£Eer  not  for 
the  word  ot  God,  or  for  confcience,  but  for  meddling 
with  ftate  matters.  To  this  I  fliall  briefly  iay,  that  it  is 
an  old  trick  of  Satan,  to  impute  the  canfeof  God*s  peo- 
ples fufTerings,  to  be  contrivements  againft  the  ftate  i 
when,  in  truth,  it  is  their  religion  and  confcience  they  arc 
perfecuted  for.  The  rulers  of  Ifrael  would  have  put  Je« 
lemiah  to  death  upon  the  civil  account^  though  indeed  it  * 
tvas  only  the  truth  of  his  prophecy  chat  made  the  rulers 
angry  with  him :  and  yet,  upon  a  civil  account,  they 
pretended  he  muft  die,  bccaufi:  he  fell  away  to  the 
Chaldeans^  and  would  have  brought  in  foreign  forces 
to  invade  tbem^    The  fame  thing  is  laid  to  my  charge, 

of 


' ChoiceSayhp  qf  Dying  Sainff,  1 85 

•r  whkiK*I  am  as  innocent  as  Jeremiah  wat.    So  Paul, 
theugK  he  Hid  bat  pteach  Jefus  Chrti^,  yet  his  enemies 
would  have  pat  him  to  de^th,  under  pretence  that  he 
was  a  mover  of  fedition*    Uoon  a  ctril  4K:count  my  life 
U  ptetended  to  be  taken  avt^siy  ;  whereasi  it  is  becatife 
I  -purfoe  iny  covenant,  and  wHl  net  proftitute  my  prin^ 
tf^ee  and  eonfcience  to  the  a^^bition  and  luft  of  men* 
I  had  father  die  a  covenant- keeper^  than  Kve  a  covenant* 
breaker*     Behold  I  am  this  day  making  a  double  ex* 
ehange  :  I  am  changing  a  pulpit  for  a  Iciiffbld,  and  a 
fcaffbld  for  a  throne  :  And  f  might  add  a  thirds,  I  am 
ch^Otging  the  prefence  of  this  numerous  mnltitnde  on 
Towcrhill,  for  the  innumerable  company  of  fatflts  and 
amgels  in  heavent  the  holy  hill  of  Zioq  i  and  I  am  change 
tng  a  guard  of  folJiers  for  a  guard  of  angels/  u^hteh  will 
receive  me,  and  carry  me  to  Abraham's  bofont.     This 
fcaffofd  is  the  beft  jiulpit  that  ever  I  preached  In  :  In 
my  ehafch  pulpit,  God,  through  his  gf acct  made  me  an 
inftrument  to  hring  others  to  heaven ;  bat  in  this  puK 
ptthe  vrill  bring  me  to  heaven/'    Aft^'rwac/ls  he  faid» 
**  Thou^  my  blood  be  not  the  blood  of  rioblea,  yet  it 
k  Chriftntn  blood,  mintfttr's  blood  \  yea  nnorc,  it  is  alfo 
itinocent  blood.    I  magnify  the  riches  of  God's  mercy 
and  grace  toward's  me,  that  I  who  was  bom  in  Wales, 
an  cCfcnre  country,  and  of  obfcure?  parents,  (hould  be 
Gngled  out  to  honourable  fufibrngs.     For  the  firft four- 
teen years  of  my  life,  I  never' heard  a  fcrmon  preached ; 
yet,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  my  age,  it  plcafed  God  to 
convert  me.    Blefled  be  God,  wlio  not  only  made  me  a 
Chrjfitian,  but  alfo  -a  minidcr,  juciging  mc^  faithful,  and 
putting  me  into  the  miniftry,  which  is  my  glory.    'I  had 
rather  be  a  preacher  in  a  pulpit,  than  a  prince  upon  a 
throne  ;  I  had  rather  be  ati  inftrument  to  briivg  fou!s  to 
heaven,  than  that  jll  nations  Qioultl  pa;  tribute  to  me. 
Formerly  (faid  he)  1  have  been  under  a  fpirit  of  bond* 
age ;  yea,  fometimes  I  have  had  more  fear  in  drawing 
out  a  tooth;  than  now  1  hare  for  cutting  off  my  hedd. 
When  fear  Was  upon  me,  death  was  not  near  j  now, 
when  death  is  near  to  me.  my  fe^r  is  cvaniftied.     I  am 
comforted  in  this,  though  men  kill  me,  the?  cannot 
damn  me  ;  though  they  tliruit  me  out  of  the  World,  yet 
Vol.  L  a  a  the 
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they  cannot  (hut  out  of  heaven.  When  I  have  fficd 
irvjr  blood,  1  expcft  the  full  declaration  of  the  remiflioo 
of  find  through  the  Wood  of  Jcftis  Ohrift.  I  am  going 
to  my  long  home,  and  ye  to  your  (hort  homes  $  but  t 
(hall  be  at  my  horiie,  before  you  be  at  yours/*  He 
prayed,  that,  feeing  '*  He  was  called  to  do  the  work 
which  he  never  did,  he  might  have  the  ftrength  wWch 
he  never  had.*' 


Dr  WiLP,  in  his  Elect,  hath  thefe  lin*?  t 

f  Methinks  I  heard  beheaded  (aints  above 

•*  Call  to  each  other,  Sirs,  make  room  for  Lovt. 

''  Who,  when  he  came  to  tread  the  fatal  (lage, 

f  (Which  provM  hit  glory,  and  ht«  eo^miet  ^c) 

<*  Hit  blood  ne*€r  ran  to't  heart  5  Cfarift*s  blood  wm  <herf 

**  Reviving  it }  his  own  was  all  to  fpare  ; 

"  Which,  rifing  in  his  cheeks,  did  feem  to  fay, 

**  It  this  the  blood  you  thirft.for  >  Tak't,  I  praj. 

*'  Spefiators  in  his  looks  fuch  life  did  fee, 

**  That  they  appearM  more  like  to  die  than  h<^« 

'*  Light^ningt,  which  fillM  the  air  with  blazing  light, 

*'  Did  ierve  for  torches  at  that  difmal  oigbt  ^ 

**  In  which,  and  all  next  day,  for  many  hours, 

'*  Heaven  groanM  in  thunder,  and  did  weep  in  (howVsi 

**  Nor  do  I  wonder  that  God  thunderM  fo, 

•'  When  BoAjf£KGBS|  murder^,  lay  belov?," 

37.  Mrs  Joyce  Lewis,  being  condemned  to  be  burnt 
for  the  Protcftant  religion,  in  queen  Mary's  reign,  when 
(he  heard  that  the  writ  for  her  execution  was  come,  Hie 
laid  to  her  friends,  ••  As  for  death, '  1  fear  it  not ;  fori 
when. I  behold  the  amiable  countenance  of  Jefus  Chri(l 
my  dear  Saviour,  the  ugly  face  of  death  doth  not  much 
trouble  me/' 

38.  Bullinger  of  Zurich,  in  his  (icknefs,  faid  to  his 
friends,  *'  If  the  Lord  will  make  any  farther  ufe  of  me 
^nd  my  mlniftry  in  his  church,  I  will  willingly  obey 
'"•**•  •     '     hit 
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hioi  \  but  if  be  pleafe  (as  I  much  de6re)  to  n^ke  mt, 
out  of  this  miferablc  life,  I  (hall  exceedingly  rejoice  chat 
Ikc  pleafeth  to  take  me  out  of  this  corrupt  and  wretched 
agp  to  go  to  my  Saviour  Chrift.    For  (faid  he)  if  So- 
crates was  clad  when  bis  death  approached^  becaufe  (as 
he  thought)  he  (hould  go  to  Homeir,  Heiiod,  and  other 
learned  .mcn«  vhom  be  expe£ked  td  meet  with  in  the 
other  world  \  how  much  more  do  I  joy,  who  am  fure 
that  I  iball  See  my  Saviour  Jefus  Whrift^  as  alfo  the 
6atiit8,  Patriarchs,  Prophets,  Apoftles,  and  ail  the  holy 
IT  en  who  have  lived  from  the  beginning  of  the  wbrld  ? 
Now  when  I  am  fure  to*  fee  them,  and  to  partake  of 
their  )oys,  why  Cbould  I  not  willingly  die  to  enjoy  their 
perpetual  fociety  and  glory  V^ 

39.  Mr  Theodore  Beza,  a  famous  paftor  in  Geneva, 
when  he  apprehended  the  approach  of  death,  revifed 
,  his  will^  and  ib,  eafinf^  faimfeif  of  all  worldiv  thoughts, 
whoUy  betook  himfclf  to  expe^  the  time  0/  his  depar« 
ture»  which  he  had  much  looked  for*     He  often  ufed 
the  Apoftle's  faying,  '*  We  ^re  his  workmati(bip,  creat- 
ed in  }cfus  Chrill  unto  good  worka,"  And  that  of  Au- 
gnftine,  D^tine,  qmd  cefifit  pitfict^  ne  vh  ptnrtu  nauJrQ'* 
gifim  ac^cidat.     *'  Lord  perfett  that  which  thou  had  be- 
gun, that  1  fttffer  not  (hipwreck  in  the  haven.'*    And. 
that  fayipg  of  Bernard  ;  Dnniue^  fequnnur  ttpfer  te^  Ad 
U.    7>y  <fuh  Veritas  s  Per  U,  ^uia  via :  Adte,  quim  vita. 
••  Lord,  we  will  follow  thee,  by  thee  .to  thee-    Thee, 
becaufe  thou  art  the  truth  ;.by  thee^  hecaujfe  thou  art 
tlie  way :  to  thee,  becaufe  thou  art  the  Hfe^** 

40.  Melan&on  of  Wittemb^rg,  (Ltither's  dear  com- 
panion) faidi  ^*  That  he  much  Ipnged  to  be  diflblved, , 
and  that  fbr  two  reafons :  Bii-fl^  That  he  might  enjoy 
the  much  defired  prefence  and  fight  of  Chrilt,  and  of 
the  heavenly  chtrch :  Seeondiy^  That  he  might  be  freed 
Irom  the  crliel  and. implacable  difcorda  of  divines."' 

41.  Mr  )ohn  Bradford,  a  niiniftef  and  martyr  in' 
.  ^uecn  Mviry's  Kcign,  when  the  keeper  told  him  that 

tht  next  day  he  was  to  be  burnt  in  Smithfield,  he  put 

ofl*  his  cap,  and,  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  faid,  *'  I 

thank  God  for  it,  it  comes  not  now  to  me  on  a  fudden; 

A  a  5t  buf 
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but  as  a  thing  wailed  for  eterf  day  and  hoar ;  the  Lo^ 
make  me  wprthy  thereof/'  One  Creflwcl!  oftruig  lo 
interpofe  for  him,  and  defiring  to  know  what  his  re^ 
queft  was ;  he  faid,  *^  I  have  no  requeft  to  make  v  >f 
the  queen  give  me  my  life,  I  will  thank  her ;  if  flie  wtU 
banifh  me,  I  will  thank  her ;  if  (be  will  burn  me,  I 
will  thank  her;  if  (he  will  condemn  me  to. perpetual 
imprifonment,  I  will  thank  her.**  The  chancellor  {hpc& 
fing  him  to  do  as  others  had  done,  ill  hopes  of  the 
queen's  mercy;  he  faiH,  <<  My  lord,  I  defoe  mercy  with 
God's  mercy ;  that  is,  without  doing  or  faying  any  thing, 
againft  God  and  his  truth.  But  mercy  with  God's 
wrath,  God  keep  me  from.  God's  mercy  (added  he) 
I  de(ire,  and  alfo  would  be  glad  of  the  queen's  faTOor, 
to  live  as  a  fubjeA  without  clog  on  confcience ;  but  o* 
therwife,  the  Lord's  mercy  is  better  to  me  than  life. 
Life  in  bis  difpleafure  is  worfe  than  deatb>  And  death  in 
his  faTour  is  true  life." 

In  his  letter  to  Dr  Cranmer,  Dr  Ridley,  and  Dr 
Latimer,  he  had  thefe  words:  ^*  Our  dear  brother 
Rogers  hath  broken  the  ice  valiantly.  This  day,  or  to- 
morrow  at  the  utmofti  hearty  Hooper,  ^cere  Saoa^ 
ders,  and  trufty  Taylor,  will  end  their  courfe^  aM  f^ 
cove  their  crown.  The  next  am  I,  who  hourly  look 
for  the  porter  to  open  me  the  the  gates  after  them  to 
enter  into  the  defired  reft.  God  forgive  me  my  unthanb- 
fulnefs  for  his  exceeding  great  mercy*  Though  I  foiier 
jttftly  (for  I  have  been  a  great  hypocrite,  unthankfuly 
&c.  the  Lord  patdon  me,  yea,  he  hath  done  it,  he  hath 
done  it  indeed)  yet,  what  evil  hadi  he  done  ?  Chrift, 
whom  the  prelates  perfecutc,  his  truth  which  they  hate 
in  me,  hath  done  no  evil,  nor  deferred  death.  O  what 
am  I,  Lord,  that  thou  (houldft  thus  magnify  me  ?  Ii  it 
thy  will  to  fend  for  fuch  a  wretched  hypocrite  in  a 
fiery  chariot,  as  thou  didft  fend  lor  Elias  ?'* 

In  one  of  his  meditations,  after  confei&ng  of*  fin,  he 
faid>  ^  O  what  now  may  we  do  (  dcfpair  ?  No,  for 
thou  art  God,  and  therefore  good ;  thou  art  mercifQi» 
and  therefore  thou  forgiveft  (in :  Widi  thee  there  is 
mercy  and  propitiation,  and  therefore  thou  artwor(bip- 
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^d*      When  Adam  •finnedy  thou  gayeft  him  mercy  be* 
fore  he  defired  it ;  ard  wilt  (hou  deny  us  mercy,  who 
naifr  defirc  the  fame  ^     Adam  excufcd  h^  fault,  aiidac* 
cufed  thee  >  but  we  accufe  ourfeives,  and  excufe  thee  3 
and,  ihalL  we  be  fent  empty  away  i     How  often  in  the 
^wildevncia  didft  thou  fpare  Ifrael^,  and  defer  the  plague 
at  the  re^ueft  of  Mofes,  when  the  people  themfeivea 
made  no  petition  to  thee,  ?    Now  we  do  not  oniy  make 
~  oiar  petitbn  to  diee,  but  alfo  hare  a  Mediator,  far  aboye 
Mofes,  to  appear  for  us,  even  Chrift  Jefus  thine  own 
Son  \  and  (hail  we,  dear  Lord,  depart  aQiamed  ?     O 
orierciful  Lord>  for  thine  own  giory,  fu&r  not  the  eDe* 
my  of  thy  Sob  Chrift,  the  Romilh  Anti-Chriil,  thus 
wretchedly  to  delude  and  draw  from  thee  our  poor 
brethren,  for  whom  thy  dear  Son  once  died,  &c.      Suf- 
fer him  not  to  (educe  the  firaple  fort  with  hi$  fond  o^ 
phrion,  that  hia  falfe  gods,  his  bHnd,  mumbling,  feign- 
ed religion,  or  his  foolilh  fuperftition,  doth  give  him 
fuch  conqueftft,  fuch  vtffcories,  and  fuch  triumphs  orer 
Tta*     But,  O  Lord,  this  is  thy  righteous  judgement  to 
puniCh  us  with  the  tyrannical  yoke  of  biioaneib,  becaufe 
we  have  caft  away  from  us  the  fweet  yoke  of  the  whole- 
idrae  word  of  thy  Son  our  SaTiour.**  - 

In  his  Jetfeer  to  Mrs  Anne  Warcup,  he  faid,  **  My 
ftaff  ftandeth  at  the  door«  I  look  continually  for  the 
flieriff  to  eome  for  me;  and  I  blefs  God  I  am  ready  for 
him*  Now  I  go  tb  pra6life  that  which  I  hare  preach^ 
ed  ;  now  I  am  climbing  up  the  hill ;  it  will  caufe  me 
fuiF  and  bhsw  before  1  come  to  the  cliff.  The  hilt  is  fteep 
and  high,  my  breath  is  Ihort*  and  my  ftrength  is  feeble. 
Pray,  therefine  to  the  Lord  for  me,  that,  as  I  have  now, 
through  his  goodnefs,  even  almoft  come  to  the  top,  I 
may,  by  his  grace,  be  ilrengthened,  not  to  re(l  until 
1  come  where  I  ihonld  be." 

He  was  fingular  for  humility  and  felf-absfemenr, 
though:  a  moil  eminent  faint.  He  fubfcribed  fome  of 
his  letters,  The  moti  miferable,  had-hearted  unthank- 
ful finner,^  John  Bradford.  A  very  painted  hypocrite, 
John  Bradtord.  Mifinimus  ptccator^  John  Bradford. 
'Il^e  Gnful  John  Bradford. 
4a.  Mr£dwardDeenng|  a  little  before  his  death, 

faid 
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faid  to  his  friendd^  **  As  for  my  death,  I  ble£»  God  I 
feel  and  fiod  fo  much  inward  joy  and  comfort  to  my 
fouli  that^  if  it  vere  pot  to  my  choice  whether  I  ^uid 
die  or  live»  I  would  a  thoufand  times  rather  cfaooie 
death  than  life,  if  it  may  ftand  with  the  holy  will  of 
God." 

43*  Mr  Robert  RoUock^  when  a-dytng,  prayed, 
*^  Lord^  I  have  hitherto  feen  but  darkly  in  die  glals  of 
thy  word;  now  grant  that  I  may  enjoy  the  eternal  frui- 
tion of  thy  countenancCi  which  I  have  fo  much  defircd 
and  lonp^ed  for.  Ha(le»  Lord,  and  do  not  Urry  z  Ism 
weasy  both  of  nights  and  days  :  Come,  Lord  Jefus,  that 
I  may  come  to  th<^e.  Break  thefe  eye- ftrings.  and  give 
me  others.  1  defire  to  be  dii2blved»  and  to  be  with 
thee ;  hade.  Lord  Jefus,  and  defer  no  longer.  Go 
forth,  my  weak  life,  and  let  a  better  fuccecd.  O  Lord 
Jefus,  thruft  thy  hand  into  my  body,  and  take  my  fool 
to  thyfelf.  O  my  fweet  Lord,  fee  this  f^ul  of  ininc 
free,  that  it  may  enjoy  her  huiband." 

44..  Galeacius  Carraccioius,  marquis  of  Vico,  when 
a*  dying,  took  his  leave  of  his  wife  and  all  his  Qiriftiaii 
friends,  telling  them  that  he  would  lead  them  the  way 
to  heaven.  And  he  cried  to  Jefus  Chrift,  that  ^  as  he 
had  fought  him  all  his  life,  fo  now  be  would  rcceifC 
and  acknowledge  him  as  his  own/' 

45.  The  famous  lord  Dupltflis  in  France,  when  a» 
dying,  was  much  concerned  for  the  church  of.  God 
in  diiirefs,  praying  earneftly  for  her  deliveraace.  He 
particularly,  blelfcd  fuch  of  lus  grand- children  as  were 
i'olJowing  the  ftudies  of  learning,  faying,  that  "  he  was 
afiiired  they  (hould  be  blcffcd  with  tlie  bleffings  both  of 
heaven  above,  and  of  the  earth  beneath.'*  When  a  mi* 
iiiflcr  fpoke  of  the  fervice  he  had  done  the  church  by 
his  writiDgs,  he  faid,  **  Alas,  what  was  there  of  mine 
in  that  work  ?  Say  not  that  it  was  I,  but  God  by  me.*' 
Then,  lifting  up  his  Hands  above  his  head^  he  cried 
three  times,  *'  Mercy,  mercy,  mercy."  Adding*  that  he 
did  it^  to  Ihow  th<it  it  was  alone  the  mercy  of  God  to 
which  he  had  recourfe.  And  declared,  that  his  '*  faith 
was  altogether  founded  upon  the  goodnefs  of  God 
iti  Jefus  Chrift,  who,  by  the  Father,  had  been  made  un- 
to 
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to  him^'as  to  all  others  that  believe  in  him,  wifdoni, 

riphteoufnefs,  fanOiCcatioiiy  and  redemption.      *'  A- 

^xray,   (fatd  he,)  away  with  all  merit ;  I  call  for  nothinjf 

but  mercy,  free  mercy  :"    When  one  wa9  bleflin]?  God 

for  gmng  him  fueh  peace  and  comfort  at  his  end,  he 

feid,   *♦  I  feel,  I  feel  what  I  fpeak/'     As  to  hifi  faith  of 

the  truths  of  God,  •*  He  faid  he  was  entirely  perfuadcd 

thereof,  by  the  demonftration  of  God's  Holy  Sptrit, 

which  was  more  powerful,  more  clear,  and  more  cer^ 

tain,  than  all  the  dcmonftrations  of  Euclid."     When 

fecrctly  praying,  he  was- overheard  laying,  in  broken' 

fer»tcnces,   *•  J  fly,  I  fly  to  heaven.     Let'  the  angels 

carry  me  to  the  bofom  of  my  Saviour.*'      Afterwards, 

he  faid,  •*  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  i  Ihall 

fee  him  with  thefc  eyes,  Hifce  eccuiis  ;^  which  words 

he  repeated*  four  or  fire  times. 

46.  Jerome  of  -Pngue,  when  he  was  fnftetied  to  the 
ftake,  and  the  erecuHoner  begam  to  kindle  the  itre  be« 
hind  him,  he  bade  him  kindle  it  before  bis  face,  •*  For 
(faid  he>  if  I  had  been  afraid  of  it^  I  had  not  eome  to 
this  place,  having  had  fo  many  opportunities  otTsred 
tnc  to  efcape  it.** 

47-  Mr  Hooker,  a  minifter  in  New»England,  when 
one  that  ftood'  weeping  at  his  bed  fide,  -  when  lie  lay  a* 
dying,  faid  to  him,  ."  Sif ,  you  are  going  to  receive  the 
reward  of  a  IF  your  labours  5"  he  replied|  •*  j^otberi  I   ^ 
am  going  to  receive  mercy/' 

48*  Mr  Heron,  another  minifter  there,  when  dyin^ 
and  leaving  a  family  of  many  fmill  children  ;  his  poor 
wife  fell  a-weeping,  and  faid,  alas !  what  will  beconve 
of  all  thefe  children  ?  He  prefently  and  pleafantly  re- 
plied, *^  Never  fear ;'  he  that  feeds  the  young  ravens 
will  not  ftarve  the  young  Heron?."  And  indeed  it 
came  to  pafs  accordingly.  It  was  an  ancient  obferva- 
tion  concerning  the  Englifh  martyrs  under  the  bloody 
Marian  perfecution,  **  That  none  of  them  went  more 
joyfully  to  the  ftake  than  thofe  who  had  thegreateft 
lamiltcs  to  commit  unto  the  Lord/* 

49.  Chryfoftom,  when  the  emprcfs  Eudoxa  (an  A. 
rian)  fcnt  a  threatening  meflag^  to  him,  he  faid,  "  Go 
tell  her,  Nil  nifi ptcc^Um  timeo^  I  fear  nothing  but  fin// 

Waeji 


When  he  waifeotenced  to  baniOiment,  i>e  fiud,  **  Nraif 
of  tht(t  ^ifigt  trouble  me ;  for  I  faid  beiore  witba 
myfelf,  if  the  enqprefs  will,  kt  her  bapifli  me  $  ,tb«  ^sbbA 
k  the  Iiord'/i,  and  the  fulneCs  tbereoC.  If  ft^c-  mUr  ^kr 
)ker  faw  me  afunder  \  ifatab  was  fo  u(cd;  if  flic  «ill^ 
let  Ker  caA  me  into  the  fea ;  I  wiU  rernembcr  Jona&i 
if.ihe  WftUy  let  htr  caft  me  into  a  bttrntng  fystf  immwat^ 
or  to  the  wild  beafti)  the  thvee  children  wd.DftUl 
were  &  ferved :  if  {he  wilU  let  her  ftone  me^  of  cor  off 
my  hegd ;  I  have  St  Stephen  and  the  Bapciil  for  my 
oompiknions :  if  (be  will,  let  het  i0Jke  away  ail  my  Uki 
ftance  v  naked  came  1  out  of  my  modiv*&  wqailH  0*^ 
naked  (hall  I  returii  thither  again/' 
.  But  I  muft  break  off^  for  time  would  fail  mc  to  enil* 
mer^e  the  many  inflances  of  the  faith,  love,  patiencci 
hope^  courage,  and  conftancy  of  the  ^iatsand  mastyit 
of  JefQs»  when  in  the  Tiew  of  death.  Some  bmwe  tM 
the  pcrfe€tttor8,  '*  That  they  might  pull  the  hearts  oat 
of  their  bodies,  bnt  (hey  could  never  pluck  the  truth 
out  of  their  heattt  '^  Others  have  (aid,  *<  That  if  every 
hair  of  their  heads  were  men,  they  (hould  all  fiaficr  far 
Chrift  and  his  truths.''  ''  Oh  (faid  one  of  them)  aan  « 
I. die  but  once  for  Chrift  ?" 

To  conolude,  let  thefe  examples  prompt  •»  to  (eek 
grace  fram  God,  and  make  it  our  eacrncft  ftudy  to 
imitate  and  follow  fuch  a  cloud  of  witnefleS)  that  wt 
may  die  martyrs  in  refolution,  our  graces  may  be  moft 
lively  at. the  lall/  our  evening  fun  may  ihiae  brighteA, 
and  we  may  go  off  the  ftage  glorifying  God^  and  leai^ 
iag  a  fweet  favour  behind  us,  as  thefe  famous  worthier 
whofe  praife  is  in  the  churches,  have  done  belere  us.   . 

Djig£.CT.  VII.    Let  Dying  Perfons  be  muqh  in  Prayer 
and  Ejaculations  to  God- 
PR  AYER  is  the  native  breath  of  renewed  fisnls ;  it 
is  as  nectiiary  to  their  fpiritual  .life,  as  breath  i«  to  th^ 
natural  hie,'  Lam.  iii.  59.  **  Bide  not  thine  ear  at  my 
breaching.'^    The  6rft  thing  a  child  of  God  doth,  when 
-he  is  new*born|  is  to  breathe  by  prayeri  Aits  nt.  xf« 

«  Behold. 


''  Beho!d  he  prayeth."    And  it  is  alfo  his  laft  work  in 

the  world  to  praf ,  AGLs  vii.  59. 60.    f*  And  they  ftoned 

StepJictij  calling  upon  God»  and  faying,  Lord  Jefns,  rs- 

ceiTC  my  ffMrit.     And  he  kheeled  down)  and  cried  with 

a  loud  voice.  Lord,  lay  not  this  fin  to  their  charge.  And 

when  he  bad  faid  this,  he  f^^U  aileep/'    A  dyidg  Chrif- 

tian  hatfa  many  to  jpr^y  for';  he  is  to  pray  for  the  ehnrch 

of  God,  for  his  finends  and  relations,  and  alfo  for  his 

enemies^  aa  Stephen  did,  of  whom  I  (poke  before.    Bi^t 

elpecially  he  muft  pray  for  himfelf,  that  fin  may  be  for^ 

jvnren^  and  that  he  may  have  fafe  conduct  through  the 

dark  TftUey;   I  have  heard  of  fqme  that  have  been  found 

dead  upon  their  knees  :  A  noble  pofture  to  die  in ! 

How  agreeable  is  it,  to  enter  praying  into  the  htoi  of 

paife  i  So  did  Stepheit ;  yea,  fo  did  our  blefled  Saviour 

hitnfctf :  «*  Fatthert  forgive  diem,  for  they  know  not 

what  they  do.    F^eri  into  thy  hands  I  cbmmend  my 

fpWt*"    The  laft  words' that  holy  Uflier  tittered  were, 

^  fiat,  Lon),  in  a  special  manner  fbrglvb  my  fink  of 

emiAoft/'  <^  Lord,  <fald  dymg  Be2^)  pe^ea  that  \MttcK 

thou  hafk  begun,  that  I  fufFer  not  fhipwrtck  in  the  ha^ 

VCD.*'    I  remember  to  hftve  rfeadblFiin  bid  minifter;  when 

lit  fbtttid  dteath  appft>actnng,  lie  fiiid,  *  I  defirc  to  die 

Hko^itie  pc^t  thief,  crying  tothe  crneified  Jefti8%r  tner6y . 

I  am'ttothhrg,"!  have  n^^lhing^  I  can  do^nbfhitxg,  ie^cept 

ivkat'it  ujawonhy/    My  «ye,  and  ho()e,  and  faith,' fe 

tbOhiM  tm  hSa  C^otb.'    I  bring  an  tfnWortHifrefi  Hkp 

that  of  die 'poor  djfihg  thief  unto  htm,  and  h&ve  nb 

more  to  pleid  thafi  hti    Like  the  podr  thief  cnitciBed 

with  hhni  I  am  waiting  to  be  received,  by  the  ifjfinite 

grace  of  why  Lotd,  into  his  kingdom.^'    Let  M  in  Hte 

manner  die,  crying  to  a  crucified  •  Jcfus  for  mcrqf. 

Lord,  reirembet  dvt-,  now  thbu  art  in  thy  kingdom. 

O  dying  Chrffttin,  reitiember  the  time  of  prayer  is 
near  ^n  end,  ifte'r  death  Iherc  will  be  no  more  occafioti 
■fcr  prayer.  O  then 'beg  thatdthe  fpirit  of  prayer  may 
l>e  fo  poured  dow;n  upon  you  at  this. time,  that  yod  may 
k  enabled  to  pout  out  your  heart  bcf6teOod,  both  for 
yourfclf  and  dthcrrs^  O  tow  eamcftly  fhcfuW  you  pray 
^€n,  when  you  are  takmg  your  leave  of  prayer  J  mind 
^c  example  which  your  Redeemer  gave  you  5  it  wa5 
,Voi;.  f..       -     .  Bb  btf6* 
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pf^  MedUdthmfir  Dyhtg  Perfonf.  ^ 

before  liis  death  that  he  offered  up  prayers  and  fuppHcv 
t'lon  yijth  ftrong  crying  and  tears  unto  God.  1  at- 
|cnowlcdj;e»  fick  and  dying  pcrfons  arc  frequently  out 
of  cafe 'for  making  prayers  of  any  great  length  or  coor 
tinuance  (which  confideration  (hould  excite  us  to  thf 
grcster  diligence  in  prayer  in  the  time  of  health)  aa'd 
yiercforc  they  ought  to  be  the  roorc  frequent  and  fer- 
vent, in  (hbrt  and  fuitable  rj^culations  and  petitioos  to 
God,  as  their  exigencies  do  require. 


Some  Meditatiins  ^ni  Ejacufations^  fiTopzr  for  Gck  ^4 
dying. perfons^  and  eipecially  for  a  dyizig  Believer. 

;  O  LORD,  thou  art  the  God  of  my  l^aad  baft  the 
keys  of  death  in  thy  hand^  Thoa  haft.meafused  the 
length  of  my  Ufe,  :and  appointed  the  honrof  my  deadk 
The  number  of  my  months  and  days  it  with  thee^aai 
thou  haft  appointed  t(ie  boand«,  over  which  I  canaflt 
pafs. 

.  What  is  my  Ufe>  but  a  vapour  that  appeateth  for  a 
little,  time,  and  then  vnilh^h  away  ?  at  the  loqgefi* 
how  ihort  is  itv  ^nd  at  the  ftrongeft  iiow  vak! 
**  What  man  U  it  that  hveth  here,  and  ihall  not  iice 
death  ?  When  a  few  days  are  come*  L.wiU  go  the  way 
.whence  I  (hall  not  retoni."  God  hath  decreed  k»  fio 
hath  deferved  it^  my  frailty  demonftrates  it,  death*JS 
harbinger  proclaims  itt  and  I  fTuftexpe£l  tt» 
■  There  is  no  difcharge  in.  this  war,,  no  exemption 
jfrom .  death's  ftroke.  Death's  meffengers  are  come  to 
warn. me,  that  my  laft  day  and  hour  draweth  nigb* 
The  found  of  their  Mafter'a  feet  is  behind  them*  This 
clay-hottfe  muft  be  difiblvec^.,  my./bul  diflodgciif  and 
.my  place  here  (hall  know:me.no  more  ^  I  will  be  ^uici^ 
ly  as.  Mvater  fpiit  on  the  ground,  that  cannot  be.  gatha- 
ed  up  again. 

.  0>  that  I  may  be  fuitably  exercifed  in.  my  prefent 
.weak'  and  dying  condition  {  when  my '  fle(h  faileib^ 
and  my  heart  fainteth  within  me«  O  thai  God  my  be 
the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  portion  for  ever  I  When 
the  keepers  of  the  houfe  do  tremble,  let  God  watch  orer 

is 


ir^  and  be  ibe  kcepf^r  of  my  foul*  When  the  grinders 
do  ccafrt  bccaufe  they  are  few,  let  my  foiil  be  fed  with 
manna  from  heaven.  When  the  daughters  of  mufic 
are  brought  low,  let  my  foul  he  difpofed  for  hearing 
the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb  i  -  the  temple  above. 
When  thofe  that  look  out  at  the  windows  are  darken- 
ed, let  the  eyes  of  fM  feul  be  enlighter  ed  to  behold^ 
with  the  dying  martyrorephen,  the  heavens  opened,  and 
the  glorious  Jefus  (landing  on  the  right-hand  of  God> 
making  interceiiipn  for'  me,  and  really  to  teceive  me. 
Let  my  hope  and  defire  look  out  at  the  windows,  and 
fay,  '*.  Why  is  (lis  chariot  fo  long  a  coming  ?  and  why 
tarry  the  wheels  oJF  Kis  chariot  ?  Make  hafte,  my  be- 
loredy  and  be  thou  like  a  roe  or  a  young  hart  on  the 
mountains  of  Bether.'' 

O  that  I  may  obferre  the  affliSing  hand  of  God  in 

my  preCent  fickuefs  I  Surely  affliAion  cotneth  not  out 

of  the  dttft,  nor  doth  trouble  fpring  out  of  the  grounds 

O  Lordy  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  indignarion,  nor  chaften 

me  in  thine  hot  difpleafure*    {fave  merqf  on  me^  O 

Lordy  for  I  am  weak  \  and  heal  me,  for  my  bones  are 

fcaed^    When  thou  with  rebukes  doft  correAman  for 

Imqvity,  thoit  makeft  his  beauty  to  confume  away  like 

a  nvotfa :  Surely  every  man  it  vanity.    The  forrows  of 

my  heart  ate  enlarged.    O  bring  me  out  of  mydiftref'^ 

ies.     Look  upon  my'affli£lion  and  my  pahiy  and  forgive 

^  my  fina.     I  look  for  fympathy  to  my  great  High 

^eftf  who  18  touched  with  the  freling  of  my  tofirmi** 

ties.     My  help  and  (Irength  is  in  him. 

'   O  that,  when  I  am  afflided,  I  may  not  defpife  •  the 

^aftedingof  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  I  am  rebuked 

A  him  !     Lee  me  hear  the  rod,  and  him  that  hath  ap« 

Wmted  k« .  Let  me  kifs  die  rod,  and  accept  of  the  pu- 

wfiiment'  of  mine  iniquity^    O  that  in  my  afiickioa  I 

ittsy'he  helped  to  humble  myfdf  greatly  before  the  God 

of  my  fathers,  and  oiake  a.  true  and  penitent  coafefiioA 

of  my  fins ! 

"  Oh  !  what  flnll  I  fay  to  diee,  O  thou  prtferver  of 
•oien?  I  will  (ay,  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me ;  heal  my  fout^, 
for  I  have  finiied  agatnft  thee.  I  acknowledge,  that, 
liirough  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  I  have  many  a  time 
^  b  2  departed 


x$6  iMMimisjfar  Ifyit^  F^Jkns. 

departed  amy  from  the  Kving  God;  Ohevr'n&riy  and 
fooliMy  hvre  I  lived  in  the  vorld  t  Hov  kvi(h  of,  my 
precious  time !  How  unmindful  of  my  latter  endl  Horn 
careiebbf  my  immortd  foul  S  How  little  in  pTepar»ti«ti 
for  eternity !  Oh !  my  own  heart  condensns  rat,  lay  fini 
teftify  againft  me ;  and  thou,  trfao  knoweft  them  better 
than  I  do  ftiyfelft  together  wiih  their  fereral  ag(^va» 
tions,  mtghteft'  joftly  condemn  me  toa  But  my  com- 
fort k,  that  with  thee  the  Lord  there  is  tnercy  diattbeu 
mayeft  be  feared,  and  with  thy  Son  there  is  pleistMis 
redemption :  Wherefore^  for  his  fake  he  fi^e^rfed  to  fbf- 
give  me  all  my  bypad  tranfgreffions,  whether  in  thdugftti 
word  or  deed/thefe  I  remember,  and  thofe  I  hare  fw> 
gotten,  and  let  them  neither  be  charged  on  me  to  my 
fliame  and  confufion  in  this  world,  nor  to  mr  everlaft- 
ing  ruin  in  that  which  is  to  come.  Lord,  forgive  die 
^Uies  of  my  childhood,  the  extrava^andes  of  my  youdi, 
and  the  iniquities  of  my  riper  years. 

Oil  i  m^Uuted  with  fin,  and  dare  not  aippour  beDM 
God  with  my  own  fikhy  rags  upon  me.  When  Adam 
loft  the  garment  of  original  righteoufnela,  he  ied  firotai 
God,  and  dreaded  the  fummona  of  ofibftded  j«ftiie« 
Now,  there  is  no  appearing  before  God  ^h  abcept- 
ance^  but  in  the  garment  of  his  Son,  my  elder  brother* 
Non^  can  have  k^ldnefs  to  enter  into  the  faolieft  of  afi, 
but  by  the  blood. of  Jefus.  0<enaUemdto  difclaiin 
whatfof ver  dutier I  have  performed,  or  graces'  I  exct- 
ctfe4>  and  to  rely  on  a  crucified  Chrift  alone  for  pardoti 
and  life.  Though  thou  ilayeft  me,  let  me  die  tniftiog 
in  and  cleaving  to  a  crucified  Jefus. 

Now  the  powers  of  darknefs  will  feek;  to  raile  tern- 
pefts^to  flupWreck  the  veilel  of  my  foi^l,  when  it  wooM 
enter  into  the  eternal  haf  en ;  O  tha(  like  the  wife  ma- 
riner, when  the  ftotm  approacheth,  I  may  endeavour 
to  fecute  the  veiTel  with  the  anchors  of  faith  and  hops 
laftened  on  the  rock  Chrift ! 

O  that,  when  the  time  of  combat  with  my  laft  enemy 
cometh,  I  may  above  all  take  the  ihield  of  faith,  where* 
by  Lmay  ht  (beltered  from  the  fting  of  death,  and  msy 
quench  the*  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one  i       • 
^^  O  that  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  Captain  of  my  faiva^- 
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tion»  n^  ise  tvitb  mr  in  my  laft  c(mfll£k,  and  msyhetj^' 
me  to  put  en  the  whole  armour  of  God,  and  give  me 
ftlU  to  ufe  it»  that  I  may  be  able  to  ibnd  in  the  cvU 
dsy  I  T«ach  my  hands  to  war,  and  my  6ngers  to  fight, 
thirt  dvongh  dwe  i  may  do  Tatiantly,  and  tread  down 
«ll  mine  enemies.  O  that  m>w  I  may  fo  (inifh  ttiy 
ccwrfe^  and  fight  the  good  fi){ht  of  faith,  that  at  dedth 
I  snay  icceise  the  crown  of  righteoufnefity  which  the 
rigfateoiis  Jtt^S^  ^lU  give  to  ail  that  love  his  appearing^ 
O  that  my  faith  msiy  ripen  into  a  full  aflnrance,  that  I 
may  co  off  the  ftage  with  joy,  and  an  abandant  entrat^.^e 
may  be  admimftered  nnto  me  liito  die  kingdom  of  m^' 
Lor^  and^iTiour  Jefits  Chrift*. 

O  that  the  ni^^ht  of  my  death  may  (bine  bright  with 
the  rparkiing  liars  of  heavenly  grace  !  Lord,  increafe 
my  faith  ?  Let  the  pilgrim's  ftalT  of  faith  be  never  ont 
of  my  hand«  till  I  come  to  my  journey's  end.  O  let 
me  get  Chrift  all  in  my  arms,  like  old  Simoon  before 
his  death,  that  I  may  fay  like  htm,  ^  Now  kt  thy  fer- 
▼anc  depart  in  peace,  fpr  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  fiU 
vation/*  Kindle  the  fire  of  heavenly  lore  in  my  fonl, 
and  gtve  me  a  tafte  of  heavenly  joys.  O  for  one  beam 
of  tJiy  light,  to  bantih  away  all-  my  doubts  and  fears ! 
Lofd^  let  in  fomethiog  of  heaven  to  my  foal,  before  it- 
Csif  go  into  heanren. 

Lord,  take  mp  not  out  of  this  life  till  thon  haft  fitted 
me  for  a  better.  May  i  be  fitted  for  heaven  b:;fore  I 
kave  the  earth,  and  finifti  my  work  before  I  fini|h  my 
oonrfe  I  Make  me  ready  to  meet  thee  at  thy  coming, 
that  fo  thy  coming  may  not  be  the  ndatter  of  my  terror, 
bnt  the  matter  of  my  hope,  defires,  and  joyfui  expec- 
tations. O  that  I  may  be  in  a  iongii^  framt.  for*  that 
blefied  time,  whoi  he  will  come  and  put  a  perioci  to  all 
my  fins,  forrews,  troables,  and  temptations  here,  tmd 
when  I  (hall  exchange  my  prefent  being  in  the  body,  for 
an  everlaftifig  being  with  the  Lord!  Lord,  ftrengthen 
•  my  faith  and  hope,  that  fo  neither  the  fweetncfs  of  life, 
the  pain  of  death,  nor  apprehcnfions  about  my  future 
fiate,'  may  make  me  unwilling  to  die.  Is  my  Redeem- 
er  afcended  and  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place  for  me  \ 

why 
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wh^  dajpn  (^Quld  I  be  flotbfjuL  to  go  in. and,  pofififs  the 
gpc^  Und  1  . 

J^ifcrcy  hath  filled  up  all  my  lifc»  and  brouj^ht  me 
near  xo  the  end  of  it ;  O  let  it  not  kave  me  now^  whrn 
iXi  the  enjoyments  of  the  world  are  as  nothing  to  me* 
and  I  am  to  take  an  everlading  farewell  of  them  alK 
Now  one  fmile  of  thy  face,  one  tafle  of  thy  love,  wQ»Ld 
be  Arength  and  joy  to  my  depattinj;  fpul-  O  xemejn-. 
ber  the  word,  to  thy  fcrvant,  upon  which  thou  haft  cauf- 
cd  me  to  liope;  haft  thou  not  faid.  **  I  will  never  leave 
thee  nor  forfake  thee  ?"  O  fulfil  this  word  to  me  iia 
the. time  of  my  need.  O  let  mc  never  go  off  the  ftage 
Mritli  a  heavy  heart  or  a  guilty  confcience ;  but  may  I* 
depart  in  peace  and  fleep  in  Jefup.  Let  me  breathe  out 
n-.y  departing  (bul  to  thee,  and  truft  it  in  thy  hand,  and 
fafe  keeping:  And  let  my  6efti  reft  in  hopes  of  riGn^ 
glcricufiy  at  the  I  aft  day,  through  him  »  ho  is  the  reCur- 
rcflion  and  the  life,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

Love  and  praife  is  the  exercife  of  faints  for  ever ;  ma]r 
I. be  accquainted  with.it  here  !  O  ihall  T  not  love  and 
praife  him  who  hath  forgiven  all  mine  iniquities,  healed. 
all  my  difeafes,  redeenoed  my  life  from  defiru£tioni  and 
crowned  me  with  loving  kindnefa  and  tender  mercies  \ 
He  hath  caufed  gocdneJGs  and  mercy  follow  me  all  the 
days  of  my  life ;  arid  (hall  I  not  follow  hiin  with  praifes 
at  the  end  of  it  ? 

Now  the  time  of  my  departure  i$  at  hand,  and  tber 
lamp  of  my  life  is  ready  to  be  extinguifiied-  O  that  I 
may  die  in  faith,  that  whether  the  lamp ^go. out  of  ita 
own  accord,  or  by  fome  fudden  blaft,  it  may  he  lighted 
again  by  the  immortal  beams  of  the  Sua  of  rightecuf- 
nefs  !  And  though  I  be  overtaken  with  the  ileep  of 
deathi  and  lie  down  in  the  bed  of  the  grave.;  yet  I  fliatt. 
awake, again  in  the  morning  of  the  refurredion#.  that 
morning  which  (hall  ncVcr  be  fucceeded  by  an  evening  \ 
when  I  {hall  behold  thy  face  in  righteoufnefs,  and  be  e*- 
t£rn4illy  fatisfied  with  thy  likenefs. 

Mowlam  going  the  way  of  aU  the  earth,  ready 
tp  launch  forth  into  eternity,  where  I  fliall  be  fixed  in 
ipy' cvcrlafting  condition.     Grant  me.  Lord,. the  pvr- 

fca 
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ihat  I  majr  glorify  thy^  namtf,  and  edify  my  ncigHbdurr 

tb  the  laft*  moiridtrt  of  niy  deparWri".     And  -no^,  wlica 

lam  tocdnffia  with  the  kin^  of  terrors,  O  fuppo'tt  atfj 

aflSft  mc  in  my  fon:(t Extremities  and  laft'  agoriie^T  (5 

xnetcifoHy  miti;^ate  death'i  'pan^,  and 'let  mypaSi^li 

•W  CTify,  and  riiy  landing  fife      Stand  by  m*  in  my  dy-* 

irig  morticiits,  and  fccure  my  foul  in  thy  hands' 'from 

alllts  ticadiy  enemies.     And,  uriien  I  am  numberc-d  a* 

njong  the  dead,  let  mc  alfo  be  numbered  among thcTC* 

deemed  and  bltrfTcd  of  the  Lord  for  evdr. 

O  Lord,  thou  dctermincft  both  the  bounds  of  manV 

fife,  and  the  bounds  of  his  Ji«bitatipn;    If  a  hati  of  tAf 

hctid  cannot  fdll  to  the  ground  without  thy  providence, 

hr  Icfs  can  my  whole  body  fall  into  the  gtave  without 

it.     Thou  hilt  told  me  plainly  that  I  mud  die,  but 

mercifully  hail  thou  concealed  the  time,  place,  and 

manner,  that  I  may  always  (land  upou  my  guard,  eVe* 

fy  hour  cxpeft  thy  coming,  and  have  my  accounts  iii 

Tsij  hand,  and  always  prepared  to  give  them  np  to  the« 

my  Judges     Juftly  niighteft  thou  have  fnatched  me  a- 

•way  by  a  furprifing  call  and  f^^dden  ftrokc  :  but  in  thj^ 

goodhefs  thou  gaveft  me  warning;  and  time  to  fet  my 

hcufe  and  foul  in  order.  Ogracioufly  finifli  what  is  noV 

wanting  df  the  work  of, grace  in  my  he^rt  and  fdol,  ttiA 

'thorottgMjr  accontpl^fli  and  furnt(h  me  iq  appear  in  ihf 

bltfled  prefertce.     May  I  now  die  to  fin  evcty  hour,. 

chat  I  maj  not  die  for  fin  hereriftcr.     Caufe  fin  wholly 

to  die  before  me,  that  ill  may  not  rife  iA  judgment  a- 

gainft  me  after  death.  '       r 

O  6od,  be  thou  my  refuge  and  ftrength,  and  a*'  vc* 

ty'pi^ent  help  in  trouble  ^  and  then  1  wift  not  fjar 

though  the  "Waters  of  affliftion  rage  and  be  troubled, >hd 

though  all  the  mountain^  of  earthly  comforts  (hake  with 

the  fwelling  thereof.     There  is  a  river,  the  Hreams 

whereof  fttail  make  ghd  the  city  of  God..   O  let  my 

foul  dwell  befide  thcfe  living  ftreams,  and  drink  of  thera' 

for  ever.  '  In  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death,  Lord, 

be  thou  prefent  as  the  good  (hephcrd  with  thy  guiding' 

rod  and  lupporting  ftatf;  and  make  my  departure  eify^ 

and  full  of  peace  and  hcpr.     Lord,  cany  me  fafc  thrc/ 

the 
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the  dark  paflage  upon  which  I  am  entering,  and  let  me 
find  it  a  gate  of  Aoi^t  a  door  opened  into  the  everlaft- 
ing  kingdom  and  joy  of  the  Lord*  Lord  Jefas  recetvc 
my  fpirity  and  let  it  be  prefented  juftified  and  fpotleb 
to  the  Father,  that  it  may  coquc  to  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfefl,  and  join  with  them  in  fingiag 
the  new  fong,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flatn^ 
9nd  hath  redeemed  ua  to  God  by  his  blood,  to  re- 
ceive power,  hjonour,  glory^  and  bleiBng  Ua  erer^— - 
A^l£K• 


SOIVIE  MEDITATIONS      * 

irOR  DROOPING  BELIEVERS,  WHEN  DEATH  fS  NEAR* 

TRAVELLERS  who  have  met  with  many  ftorms, 
troubles,  and  dangers  in  their  journeys^  rejoice  when  ^ 
they  come  near  to  their  own  country  \  and  (hall  not  I^  * 
t  (Iran^er  and  pilgrim,  that  have  been  long  wandering 
in  a  wilderncfs^  be  glad  when  I  come  near  my  bleflcd 
home,  my  dear  friends,  and  eternal  habitation  r 

With  what  cheerfulnefs  do  fome  women  endare  the 
pains  of  child-  bearing,  being  fupported  with  the  hopes 
of  a  child's  being  born  in  the  world  ?  And  what  is  the 
joy  of  a  man- child  being  brought  into  this  fioful  and 
miferable  world,  to  the  jdy  of  a  fan£lified  fours  being 
i)rought  out  of  it  into  heaven  for  ever  ?  It  is  pleafant 
wnen  the  hard  winter  goeth  over,  the  meflengers  of  the 
fpring,  the  finging  of  birds  doth  come  :  and  (hall  not 
I  rejoice,  when  ficknefs  and  forerunners  of  death  do 
tell  me,  that  the  winter  of  my  darknefs  apd  trouble  is 
pad,  and  the  fummer  of  my  eternal  li^ht  and  joy  is  at 
hand  ? 

What  though  death  be  the  king  6f  terrors  ?  ts  not 
glorious  Chriii  the  King  of  comforts  ?  Have  not  I  met 
already  with  this  blefled  King ;  and  why  (hould  I  fear 
to  meet  with  the  other  ?  O  let  my  ftrength  and  fup-- 

pert 
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)Knrtrat  thb ttmecome from CfaaHttiy cOv^nfttiM Re^ 

O  lioscd  ileHixariiaf .  ibuL  frooi  deatk^  miQe  ^ytt-  from 
tearo^  asd  my  ^cet  fnoi  falbng  !  O  briog  mo  out  o€ 
tbe^fsiuf-clay^  fct.my  feiet  upon.a  vock,  atideftaUtfli  my 
goings,  and  put  a  new  ibng  in  my  mottth»  «Vco  praifes 
to  our  God? 

If  Jjieob^eoe.doisrnfo.diearfully  into  Egypt,  vbeit 
God' bad  iaid. unto  him,  ^^  Feat  not  to.go-^wsit  £qt  E 
will  go  down  wiili  thee^  and  I  will  biiipig  thee  upogata:'* 
Why '  fflRmld.a  .bdieTer  fear  to  go  down  to  tke<gtavc> 
vhen  Goid  hath  nndertiken  to.  go  down  with  htm  tlu* 
Aer,  ^nd  tx>  bring  hsm  up  again  ?  Hia  body  mayibo 
turned  into  duflt,  but  God  ia  in:COTeQapt  with  ^  bis 
dnft,  and  will  not  fuf&r  the  4eaft  fiardckpf  it  to  be 
loft. 

Are  not  the  righteous  taken  away  from  the  eyil  to 
eome  ^  Do  they  not  reft' on  their  bedSf  aod  enter  into 
peace  ?  Why  then  (bould  I  grudge  at  dying  P  When 
the  Lord  is  to  bring: heavy  wrath  and  judgments  on  z 
land,  he  frequently  houOes  many  of  his. people  in  hea« 
ven  before-hand  :  and  how  happy 'are  thofe  that  get  in* 
to  the  houfe  before  Ae  fweeping  bail-fhower  doUi  faU* 
A  believer  needeth  not  to  look  for  any  fettled  fair  wea- 
ther in  this  world :  It  will  be  nothing  but  one  ftiower 
up,  and  another  down,  till  he  be  boufed  in  heaven* 
O  why  then  ihould  I  linger  in  this  wildernefs  !    . 

How  highly  dignified  is  the  believer,  in  being  made 
an  heir  of  God,  .and  a  joint  heir  with  his  own  Son  ]tb^% 
Chrift  !  So  that  Chrift  and  the  believer  do,  as  it  werr, 
divide  heaven  between  them ;  they  have  the  fame  Fa* 
thcr,  dwell  in  the  fame  houfe,  fit  at  the  fame  table,  reign 
on  the  fame  throne,  and  partake  of  the  fame  glory. 
O  what  honour  is  this,  which  is  put  upon  a  worm  of  the 
earth !  It  is  mdced  but  little  that  .the  young  heir  en* 
joys  of  the  inheritance  while  in  this  world  \  no  more 
than  will  ferve  to  bear  Ids  charges  to  heaven,  VFhere  he . 
fliall  get  all,  forget  his  prcfent  ftrait9,  and  remember 
his  poverty  nojmore.  O  why  then  Ihould  not  I,  like,  a 
young  heir,  be  looking  and  longing  for  the  expiring  of 
my  minority,  when  I  fliall  arrive  at-ripe  age^  and  enter 
Vol.  L  Co  upon 
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upon  the  full  pofleflion  of  the  inheritance !  O  that  I 
could  fend  out  faith  and  hope,  thofe  two  fait£&l  ijues, 
to  furvey  the  proitiiied>land,  or  at  leaft  to  vi&LtfaiiJbor- 
ders  of  my  eider  brother's  country !  What  an  encou- 
raging repon  ivottld  they  bring  back!  My  glorious 
Lord  18  gone ;  he  hath  left  the  earth,  and  entocd  into 
his  glory  ;  my  brethren  and  friends  have  .many  of  diem 
arrived  there  alfb.  How  great  is  the  dtfierence.  between 
my  (late  and  theirs  !  I  am  groaning  out  my  complaints, 
but  they  are  figging  God's  pratfe* ,  I  am  in  darknefs* 
and  cannot  fee  God  :  But  they  are  in  light,  and  fee  hint 
face  to  face.  O  my  Lord,  I  (hall  ftay  behind,  when 
they  are  gone?  Should  I  be  fatisfied  to  wander  in  the 
.wildernefs.  Far  diftant  from  n^y  Father  and  my  God  ; 
when  they  are  triuniphihg  above,  dividing  the  fpoil  ? 
No :  I  will  dill  look  after  them  with  a  (Icdfaft  eye^  and 
cry,  O  Lord,  how  long  ?  I  will  wait  n%w  in  hope,  yea, 
'  rejoice  in  the  forethoiight^  of  the  day,  when  my  mino- 
rity fliall  be  expired,  my  pilgrimage  fini(hcd,  my  banifli- 
ment  over,  that  I  may  get  home  to  my  country  and 
friends  above. 

What  though  my  days  be  dark  and  gloomy  now,  my 
winter  be  (harp  and  ftorrpy  ?  Why,  it  is  but  fhort,  and 
near  over  *,  the  eternal  ftimmer  approacheth !  The  Jong 
day,  the  high  fun,  and  the  fair  garden  of  my  weU*bc- 
loved,  above  thefe  vifible  heavens,  will  quickly  make 
amends  for  all.  Let  me  get  up  by  faith  aiid  vifit  the 
new  land,  view  the  fair  city,  and  behold  the  white  throne, 
and  the  Lamb  that  (its  thereon,  that  I  may  rejoice  in 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 

Shall  many  heirs  of  the  wrath  go  (inging  and  re> 
joicing  to  hell ;  and  will  an  heir  <^  God  go  drooping 
and  forrowing  to  heaven  ?  Oh  let  not  my  bad  be- 
haviour on  a  death'bed,  bring  up  a  bad  report  upon 
Chrift's  good  way,  and  the  land  which  he  hath  pur- ' 
chafed. 

Have  I  fuch  great  and  precious  promifcs  left  me,  and 
(hall  I  not  live  and  feed  upon  them  in  the  time  of  my   - 
need  ?'  (hall  I  not  trult  the  word  of  him  that  is  faithful 
and  true  ?  hath  he  not  faid  to  mci  "  When  thou  paffcft 
through  the  waters,  1  will  be  wUh  thee ;  and  through 

'the 
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Ac  TiTCTs,  they^ihalt  not  oVeVflaw  thcc:  wheh'thou* 
walldcft  througb  tlir  fire;  thou  (halt  not  W  burnt  ?  nei- 
ther (hiir  the  flam*  kindle  Apon  thee  ! '  Wlw-n  thy  dif- 
drples  were  ibre' toffid  with'  winds  and 'Wares,  thoii 
camcft  to  them  in  the  fourth  watch  of  the'nTght,  waFk- 
kig  on  tbcHvatCTS';  and  whcrftheir  fcWft  WcTcincneafecIi 
tliou  {alricll,  "  It  iri,  be  not  afraid-"  Thou  rebukedit 
the  wind,  and  there  pTcfcnttyfoitowcd  a'greaccalmJ 
M^rRedecnKer'scofftpaflion  continues;  h!3l>owl8  arc  norc 
ffau^npth^  dayrnn^rfe  than  in  thr  d'lys  of^his  flefhv 
•*  j6ftts*CbTift  is  thefame  to  daf » yefterday'and  Tot  «vfer-*' 

Ah  1.1  have  too  little  improven  my  ac(|tiaintain:  with* 
{HrMdurChrift  iff  the  day  of  .my  life  !  How  ready  am 
I  to  oriften:  and  mtftake  himy  when  he  chahgeth'  his 
dtfperrfations  tom^axds'me  .'though  i  hare  been  long  at 
Chrift's  fchool,  what  fmall  proficiency  hare*  I 'made ^m 
.the -work' and  myfteiy.  of  faith?  how  little  have  ( 
leatntd  to  ^bdierein  thd  dirk,  and  to  dr6p  an  anchor 
at*imdnigfat*upon  the  Rock  of  a^s,  add^  to  look  out 
for  the*  diflwningi  of  the  day? 

Surelyr the  day  fiiall  break,  and  the  ftiadowsflec  a- 
«^ay >:  ray  kinfi^comeBr,7ny!welki>elored  is  on- his  way*; 
he  hath' lent  Ws-letter  before  him  to  warn  mc  of  it,'  fay- 
iit^i<«  BehDld;i'cOme  'qtitcklyl''  O  that,  like  the  cold 
and-wmied  oigiitw^tch;>I  may  be  bokiii^  odt  for  the 
appearing  of  tiie  moihiing  ftar,  .and  thebxtaking  of  the- 
esftexn  i]cy};^and^niay  bei  ftill  cry'mg,  "  £?en  fd,  comd* 
Iionl"Jefa9,  comcqiiitklyi** 

Thou 'haft' faidi**  Light  is  fown  for'tbe  rfghtcous, 
and  gladnefs  for  all  the  uprrghrin  heart.  Surely  God's 
ied4  AbU  not' lieahvays  beneath  the*  cbds ;  tiie  titne' is 
at  hand,  whdn  it  (hall  fpring ;  and  joyfuf  will  the  crop' 
be  at'laft*.  O  that  hke  DaVid  in  *amictianv  I  rauid  et^^ 
courage  my felf  in  the  Lord  my  Gdd,  and  fay,  **  The  Lord 
lircth,  bleflcd  be  my  rock  !"  Why  (hould  I  droop,  while 
royLord  liveth  and  my  rdck-llarafcth  i  My  hopes  may 
die,  my  comforts  die,  my  gifts  die,  my  riches  die^  my 
relations  die,  and  my  body  die ;  but,  good  news ! 
**  The  Lord  li?eth,  blefled  be  my  rock."  The  difciples 
had  a  melancholy  time  while  Chriil  was  dead  and  lying 
in  tlie  grars  ^  but  that  fad  time  is  over,  he  is  now  tifen , 
Cc  a  and 
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afld  will  die  no  more.^  Niy,  he  hadLproebined  k  for 
my  comfort,  faying,  ^'  Fear  not|  I  am  the  firft  and  the 
laft.  I  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead ;  and  bcholdj 
I  am  alive  for  CTcrmore,  Amen ;  and  have  the  keys  of 
hell  and  death*'* 

When  my  foul  is  caft  down  within  met  let  me  re« 
member  God  ftom  the  land  of  Jordan,  and  the  hill 
Mizar;  that  I  may  reafon  myfelf  out  of  all  mf  feaia 
and  difcoujragements :  For  yet  *^  the  Lord  witt  com* 
mand  his  loving  kindnefii  in  the  day-dme,  and  in  might 
his  fong  Ihall  be  with  me,  and  my  prayer  to  the  God  of 
my  life." 

^'  Why  then  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my  foul,  and  whf 
art  thou  difquietcd  within  me  ?  hope  thoa  in  God»  fof 
I  (hall  yet  praife  kim,  who  is  the  health  of  my  counte* 
nance,  and  my  God/' 

Now,  when  death  is  at  hand,  let  net  my  SaTkmr  be 
far  off.  He  who  remembered  the  dying  thief,  andfpoJEO 
comfortably  to  him,  let  him  now  remember  me  when 
he  is  (bated  in  his  kingdom,  and  fay  to  my  foul,  **  This 
day  thou  (halt  be  with  me  in  Faradife."  When- it  is  ab« 
fent  from  the  body,  let .  it  be  prefent  with  the  Lord* 
liCt  the  angels  now  be  ready  to  do  their  office,  to  carry 
my  departing  foul  into  Abraham's  bofom.  Let  menow 
depart,  that  I  may  be  with  Chrift ;  yea,  be  for  ever 
with  the  Lord,  that  I  may  fee  his  face.  Let  me  .dwell 
there,  where  they  have  no  night,  need  no  candle,  no 
light  of  the  fun  for  ever  \  where  God  (hall  wipe  away 
all  tears  from,  their  eyes,  and  there  (hall  be  no  more 
death,  neither  forrow  nor  crying. 

Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my.fpirit« .  By  the 
hands  of  him  who  hath  redeemed  it,  let  it  be  prefentcd 
to  thee  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing* 


An  addition  of  fome  further  Meditations  proper  for  any 
fick  perfon  in  the  view  of  Death. 

THE  Lord  is  pleafed  fcmetimes  to  caft  men  down  on 
beds  of  ficknefs,  and  draw  the  curtain  between  the 
^Vprld  ^nd  them,  that  they  may  take  a  view  of  their  by- 

paft 
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paft  life  an^  future  ftale*  Now.is  it ttmefor  ine  tolook 
into  my  foat»  and  examine  my  ftate^  £)h»  how  many  do 
mifs  iaWatien  when  they  think  t  themi^Lm  fure  of  it? 
Tbey  miftake  a  form  of  godlmefs  for  the  power  of  it^ 
and  thereby  decetre  themfelves,  thioktng  themfelvds 
fofRCthing'wfaon  thejiare  ni»thrng« 

Some  come  the  leng^  as  to  Ihed  tears^  as  Efau  did  ; 

profefs.  f sur,  yea  fight  for  the  Lord^  as. Saul  and  Jehu 

^d  ;  wiik for  the  end. of  th& righteous^ as  Balaam  did  ; 

defire  God's  people  to  pray  for  them^  as  Pharaoh,  and 

SliiMN»  Magus,  dul;  walk  fofcly»  and  mourn  for  fear  of 

jodgmcnt,  aa  Ahabdid^  joy  in  gofpei-ordinances^  and 

reform  in*  many  things. as  Herod  did;  prophecy  and 

(peak  well  of  Cbrift»  as  Caiphaa  and  Judas  did ;  be  con- 

▼meed  and  tremble  at  hearing  a  fermon^'  as  Feli;c  did  ; 

yea^'tafte  the  good  word  of  God|  and  the  powers  of  the 

world  tacome»  as  apoftates  haredonc: :  And  yet  for  aH 

thefe-attainmemsi  remain  (traiqpers  to  the  faving  work 

of  the  Spirit  xxi  the  heart*  * 

O  that  the  confideration  of  hypocrites  attainments 
might  alarm  me  out  of  my  fecurity^aud  make  roe  rel- 
iefs tall  I  find  the  diftingniOiing  marks  of  true  grace  and 
\  fiocere  faiih  uii  my  foul  ?  O  thax  1  couid.  fay»  there  is  a 
priarciple  in  me  tbacwSl  not  fo&r  ore  to  build  on  any 
foiMidati^n  'iis  the.wo«U  but  Chcift  9&d  his  righteouf* 
nefs ;  that  makes  me  content  with  ChriCt,  with  all  his 
offices^  with  ail  his  precepts,  and witbhis  very crofs  for 
bis.  lake!  Doth  the  iove  of  Chrift  keep  me  back  from 
Gn^  more  than*  the  law  or  fear  of  hell  i  Have  I  aimed 
at  God's  honour  in  all  my  a£);ions»  civil,  natural,  and 
r^igious  I  Am  I  humble,  and  denied  to  my  own  will, 
wit|  credit,  eafe  andhonouri  and  to  all  the  enjoyments 
of  the  world  ?  Am  I  acquaint  with  the  throne  of  grace, 
and  deCrous  to  keep  up  a  conftant  correfpondence  with 
it  ?  O  let  me  not  reft  till  i  perceive  thofe  things  in  my 
&ui  which  accompany  falvation.  . 

O  how  comfortable  would  it  be  to  me  now,  if  I  could 
fay  with  good  Hesekiah  in  hia  (icknefs,  ^^  Remember 
now,  O  Lord,  howi  have  walked  before  thee  in  trutb, 
and  with  a  perfeft  heart,  and  have  done  that  which  m 
good  in  thy  fight?  Q  tl^t  I  could  prayi  and  fay  with 

Jcfua 
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* jnece^f pahmed d^iftoftd^itHded  chj^'^HtnTglBiily 
'^^otiM'the  greateft  wdvldinp,  tiicn,  f^'srilliSs^old  and 
filveti  rtchee  and  honoars,  for  one  fight  of  Clirift's  £ur 
£ice>  onefmilcof  htff  eDunteimfice  ^0  wlieft&ireffliould 
ntenki  health  ficgled  the  market  erf  grace,  *aiKd  flight 
the  pearl  of  great  price  ?  why  ihocild  they  ^^entt  tkehr 
money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  anrdthetr  lafev  for 
that  which  fatisfieth  not  ? 

Lord)  fave  me  from  the  hypocrite^s  xrafe  *at  deatby 
whofe  candle  of  profeflion  and  of  hope  bnnis  dnd  bla- 
zes fair  all  the  way  with  him,  but-goeth  out  in  the  dark 
trance  of  death  \  and  there  he  ftumbtes  and  falls,  and 
ihall  rife  no  more.  O  thatmy  profeflion  andhopemay 
be  of  God's  creating!  If  God  light  my  candki  then 
fhall  my  feet  be  enl^htened  through  the  dark  vaUcy^ 
and  neither  death  nor  hell  ihall  be  able  to  put  it  out 

Lord,  fubdue  fin  in  me,  and  let  it  be  continually 
dying  now,  that  it  may  certainly  be  dead  before  me« 
God  forbid  that  my  fins  (hould  funrive  me  ! 

Oh,  that  when  the  itroke  of  death  difiblTeimybotlf, 
my  foul  may  efeape  as  a  bird  out  of  the  fnare  of  the 
fowler,  and  may  afcend  to  the  hearenly  regions  to  en- 
joy God  himfelf. 

O  let  me  look  through  the  gates  of  mortality^  and 
long  for  the  jailor's  coming  to  M  nie  at  liberty.  God 
help  me  to  overcome  the  love  of  life,  atttl  fears  of  death. 
If  my  neighbour  lend  me  any  thing,  I  pay  it  again 
with  thanks,  and  ihall  I  not  reftore  my  life  to  God 
with  thanks,  who  hath  been  pleafed  to  lend  me  it  & 
long  ?  arife,  and  let  me  depart,  for  this  xt  not  my  reft  s 
Heaven  is  my  home,  Lord 'bring  me  to  it;  the  joys  of 
it  are  too  great  to  enter  into  me,  O  make  me  -fit  to  en- 
cer  into  them. 

While  I  lie  on  a  fitic  bed,  Lord  help  me  to  patience 
in  my  ficknefs  widiout  murmuring. 

How  willingly  would  the  damned  in  hell  endure  my 
pains  a  thoufaAd  years,  if  they  had  aiiy  hopes  of  being 
faved  at  lead  !  BieiTed  be  God  that  my  ficknefs  is  not 
in  belt,  that  my  pains  are  noterernal. 

O  that  i  may  look  on  my  affli£lion  as  coming  from 
the  hand  of  him  that  is  the  Lord  of  health  and  of  fick- 
nefs^  of  life  and  of  death  *,  who  killeth  and  maketh 

alive 
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jdhtc^  hringctli  dovn^to.  the  ^ve*  an4  raifetb  up  again ! 
That  Sovereif^  apd  wife  Lord  hath  dctermuif  d  the  time 
when  my  affli£^ion  (hall  end»  as  well  as  the  time  when 
it  began*  Thirty- eight  years  were  appointed  the  fick 
'  man  at  Bathefda  pool }  eighteen  years  the  woman  that 
Satan  kept  boimd  \  twelve  years  to  the  woman  with  thp 
hloody  liTuei  ten  days  tribulation  to  thofe  of  Smjma'} 
three  days  plagtte  to  DavkL  The  number  of  the  gpdiy 
man'a  tears  is  regiftrated  in  God^s  book  \  yea,  the  hairs 
of  his  head  are  numbered. 

'  When  David  g^ot  his  chmce  of  hisrown  chaftrfenoent^ 
he  chofe  rather  to  be  correded  by  the  hand  of  Go?, 
than  by  any  other  means*  faying^  ^*  Let  me  fall  into 
the  handset  the  Locd,  for  his  mercies  are  great.*^  I  waB 
dumb  and  opened  not  my  mouth,  becaofe  tlfou  didft  It. 
Gtory  to  God,  that  1  am  fallen  into  his  merciful  hand. 
Hath  Cod  appointed  that  man^s  coming  into  the  world 
ihall  be  attended  with  pain  and  crying,  aod  his  going 
out  of  it  with  grief  and  trouble }  and  (hall  I  quarrel  at 
it  ?  No>  I  defile  hnmbly  to  underly  the  correction  c^  * 
mine  iniquity,  and  to  bear  th«  indignation  of  the  Lord, 
becaufe  1  have  finned  againft  him#  O  tha^  the  ficknefe 
of  my  body  may  be  a  means  of  health  to  my  foul  f  May 
I  be  chaftened  of  the  Iiordi.  fa  that  I  n)ay  not  be  a>n- 
demned  with  the  world! 

It  is  good  for  the  believer  that  he  is  afffidedp  Why  ? 
it  fprings  from  Divine  love,  and^  it  works  for  his  fours 
good.  Afflidion  is  a  (eal  of  his  adoption,^  and  no  fign 
of  reprobation.  The  pared  gold  is  mod  often  tried, 
the  fweeteft  grape  is  hardeff  ()refred,  and  the  trueft  . 
Chriftian  is  heavieft  croQed.  But  O  how  fpon  will  the 
Chriftian  forget  all  his  groans  when  he  comes  to  heaveo ! 
•As  {(^m  as.  Stephen  faw  Chrsd^  though  at  s^.diflance,  he 
f6ii;ot  all  his  wounds  and  bruifes;  he  minded  no  more 
the  terior  of  the  ftonesi  about  his  ears^  but  iweetly  yielded 
his  Ibul  into  his  Iledeempr^s  hands. 

I  read  of  many  in  the  gofpel,  that  by  Gckncfles  and 
difeafes  were  driven  unto  Cbritl,  who,  if  they  had  en- 
joyed heaiih  and  prefperity»  would  have  i^eglefted,  like  - 
Aasy  others,  to  come  to  him.    O  bleiled  i^  that  crois, 
that  drawetii  a  finnex  to  Cbrift,  to  lay  opciv  his  own 

Voi^  I.  D  d  mifery. 
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ntifery,  and  implore  Ctrift>  mercy.  And  blcflybe 
that  Chriftf  who  never  refafeth  the  fioner  that  CQaiefh 
to  himt  though  driven  by  afilidion  and  mifery.  Tp 
whom  ihall  fuch  a  diftrefled  creature  asIgO|  b\it  to  him 
who  is  the  only  phyfician,  that  can  both  cure  my  fool 
from  (in,  and  my  body  from  Gcknefs  I 

Lord,  thou  never  denied  thy  mercy  to  any  finner 
that'a&ed  it  with  a  penitent  heart.  '  There  were  many 
forts  of  fick  finners  that  came  to  thee  in  the  days,  of 
thy  ilefli ;  the  blindi  the  deaf^  the  lame,  the  Icpcrt} 
thofe  that  were  fick  of  p^IfieSi  dropfic8»  fevers,  fluxesj 
and  were  poflefled  with  deVils  :  And  yet  never  one  of 
them  came  crying  for  mercy,  that  wen^  away  without 
his.  erraodn were  his. fin  never  fo  great,  his  difeafc  dctct 
fo  grievous.  Nay,  fo  merciful  is  my  Redeemer,  that 
he  offered  and  gave  his  mercy  to  many  that  never  aflced 
it,  bdng  moved  with  the  bowels  of  his  own  compa^on, 
and  the  fight  of  their  mifery  5  fo  dealt  he  with  the  wo- 
man of  Samaria,  the  widow  of  Main^^  and  the  man  tKat 
lay  thirty-eight  yeara  at  the  pool  of  Bethefda>  Oh,  if 
lie  gave  his  mercy  fo  willingly  to  them  that  did  not  aik 
it,  and  was  found  of  them  that  fought  him  not,  win  he 
deny  mercy  to  mv  foul  that  is  crying  for  it. 

There  is  but  a  ftep  between  me  and  4eath.;  Lordi 
feal  my  pardqn  to  me^  before  I  go  hence  and  be  no 
more*  O  draw  nigh  to  me^  and  fave  me :  for  my  foul 
is  full  of  trouble,  and  my  life  draweth  nigh  unto  the 
grave.  Thy  loving- kindnefs  is  better  than  life ;  O  make 
me  furc  of  that,  and  I  will  willingly  part  with  this  mor- 
talRfe-  .0 

O  thou  who  willeft  not  that  any  (hould  peri{Ii,'bnt 
that  all  fliould  come  to  repentance  \  be  pleafed  to  make 
ufe  of  the  chaffifement  of  my  bodyi  as  a  mcdidne  to 
cure  my  foul,  and  bring  me  to  a  true  and  fincere  re- 
pentance. One  day  is  with  thee  as  a  thoufand  years  \ 
O  work  in  me  in  this,  which  may  be  my  laft  day,  what- 
foever  th6u  feed  wanting  in  me.  Enable  me  to  prefeqt 
unto  thee  the  facrlfice  of  a  broken  and  contrite  heart, 
which  thou  haft  promifed  not  to  defpifc.  Give  a  tnie 
and  lively  faith  in  the  blefled  Jefue,.  who  is  the  propi" 
tiatfon  for  our  fine.    He  was  wounded  for  our  tranf- 

greflions> 
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greffiont,  he  tvras  l^niifed  for  our  iniquities,  the  chaftifc- 
ment  of  our  peace  was  upon  him  y  O  heal  me  by  his 
ftripea.  Let  the  ciy  of  his  biood  drown  the  clamour  of 
mjf  fins.  I  am  xtideed  a  diild  of  wrath,  but  Chvift  is 
die  Son  of  thy  love;  O  pity  me  for  his  fake,  and  let  my 
foal  find  fandaary  in  Kis  wounds. 

O  Lord»  the  waters  pf  affliction  are  com6  ih  even 
unto  my  foul ;  Q  let  the  Spirit  of  God  i-Aort  on  thofj: 
Vaters>  that,  liVe  the  pool  of  Bethefda/  they  may  ciif e 
wliatcvct  ipiritual  dife^fes  thou  feed  ih  me.  O  -Lord^' 
'cdnfidertiiy  zSCiQXotL^  accept  iny  tears,  aftuage  my  pain, 
inqreafe  my  patience,  and  finifh  my.  troubles.  Cofred: 
Ihe  with  the  chaftifement  of  a  Father,  and  not^ith  the 
irounds  of  an  enemy,  and  though  thou  take  hot  off  thy 
rod,  Lord  take  away  thine  anger. 

Lord»  the  prince  of  this  world  cometh,  O  let  him 
have  nothing  in  me ;  bat,  isis  he  accUfeth,  do  thou  ab« 
f6lve.     I  have  nothing  to  fay  for  myfcll,  but  be  thou 
my  advocs&te,  Lord ;  and  do  thou  'anfwer  for  me*    I  am 
clotKed  with  filthy  garments,  and  Satan  ftands  at  my 
right  hand  to  refift  me;  OLord  rebuke  him,  and  pluck 
toe  as  a  brand  out  of  the  fire*    Csiufe  mne  iniquities  to 
:j>ai#  from  me,  and  clothe  me  ^mth  the  rlghCfiDufnefs  of' 
thy  dear  Son.     I  know,  O  Lord,  that  no  unckan  thing 
can'  enter  into  thy  kingdom,  and  thou  feeft  I  am  ^tbing 
but  pollution^  yea,-my  veryrighteoufnefii  is  filthy  lags: 
O  wa(h  me,  and  make  me  white  in  the  blood  of  ^ 
Lamb,  that  I .  may  be  fit  to  ftand  before  thy  thrG«ie« 
O  take  me  from  the  tents  of  Kedar  to  the  manfions  of 
light  and  purity.     When  my  earthly  houfe  of  this  ta- 
bernacle is  difiblved,  O  let  m6  have  a  buildmg  of  God, 
an  houfe  not.  made  with  bands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 
O  bring  my  ibi^l  out  of  prtfon,  that  I  may  etenudlygive 
thanks  unto  thy  name.    Ambk* 
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Cmtatmng  JXteBhhsii  ihi  Fruntts  and  tM^hitmrs  d#tfc 
^ch^  Vibo^are  tbttnfolw  in  heabb/ortie  time^    . 

/HEN  the  lord  fcndft  Cckoeb  and  sdOi^Hm  ip 
J  I  our  neighboufSi  we  ought  not  to  ie  idle  ;m4 
UxTcobci^xiied  fpedators  of  his  dUjpeniaCiona  r  but  ire 
viould  hearkca  to  the  voice  of  God^fi  rod  ^pon  otber^ 
wA  collider  what  it  is  that  thfr  Lord  is  calling  fbr  at  ovr 
Km^a.  tnefe  foDo^nng  DircQiom  ittay  Ik  ufeful  to 
thofe  that  aie  in  health* 


jDiE£ct- 1.  Be  very  thankful  to  God  foi^  f^e  gicat 
flKiey  of  health  and  ftrength^  and  ii^mre  k  to 
Mi  glory. 

8URC1T  an  htaMifut  petTon  hadi  ftUI  great  cadb 
to  be  a  ttankfiil  perfon.  Headth  la  a  nittcy  that  dadi 
feafoii  afftl  fweeten  every  other  temporal  mcfcf  $  wMf* 
out  it  the  gteattft  wealth  and  hbnourai  my>  a  kjftg% 
et<>wni  eat!  gi#e  m^  fatisfaftion.  It  is  far  more  eligiMe 
fb\^z h^lthy  begrgar  than  a  ficUy  king.  What  eoro* 
ftkt  could  it  aflbrd  us,  under  toffing  fidtnefa  and  tortut* 
itig  painsy  to  have  the  grditeft  heapa  of  money  to  look 
to,  or  thoufanda  coining  to  pay  us  homage ;  alia,  for  our 
tmthankfttlnefi  to  him  who  b  the  God  of  our  health! 
Hew  little  do  we  prite  his  goodnefs,  tn  coiitihuing  wtii 
\iafbch  a  loiig  trad  of  health  and  ftrtngth^  together 
with  the  ufe  of  our  reafon  and  feiffes,  when  many  othen 
are  deprived  of  them^  Surely  God  were  righttottSi 
ihould  he  teach  us  to  value  the  worth  of  thofe  merciea 
by  the  want  of  them. 

Let  na  confidtr  ho^  matty  miferable  perfons  there 
are  in  the  worMi  and  who  it  is  that  maketh  ua  to  differ 
from  them )  how  many  difeafed,  diftra£led,  Meformedii 
lame^  blind^  deaf|  and  dumb  people  there  aie^  and  how 

cafy 


tftfy  it  IhA  bffn  Sw  God  to  Kave  pat  u&  la  Ukilr  potidU 
tiofij  ttod  them  in  burs,  llie  difference  is  hat  Wiiijg 
n>  any  thing  in  us :  Awhr  fits»  are  not  f  reater  than  ours, 
iiad  we  n  due  fenfe  of  our  Cmt  atid  ill  d«fer?ingS)  we 
wDuJd.  aclnoMftedge*  ootfeHefi  wi^vonhy  <i^f  the  k^lt  df 
al\  God's  mercies  ^  we  woul4  reckon  every  commofi 
mercy  a  fpecial  blefiing,  and  an  unmeritedfaYOUTtous* 


racking  ^ 

"np'on  buf^fick  friends  ftireatin^  and  buniihjir  uHdejr  fevcra, 

let  tts  hear  them  groaning  ttiA  moayiA^  itnder  ftrong 

pain.  **  Their  foul  abhors  all  manner  of  meat,  and  they 

draw  near  umb  the  gafos  of  death.*^  Sdmetimen  we  fee 

^hem  panttug  a'nd  fainting,  and  nidt  abfe  to  f^eak  a  Worft 

to  us.     And,  what  it  the  tanfrHage  of  alt  HAs^to  viif  h 

it  not^  that  we  fiiottld  thankfuily  adore  our  /(racioua 

Cod,  and  blefs  and  maghify  hint,  for  his  dt(tin|ui(hing 

^roodnefs  to  us  ?  O  how  hiuch  are  we  ho^nd  to-  the 

Lot d»  ttiat  it  k  not  fo  with  us  as  with  otlu:ml  While 

wearifeme  nigihts  ave  appointed  to  them,  and  their  bonea 

are  fuU  of  toffing  ^  all  the  comforts  of  this  life  are  tafte-i 

4et«  to  them,  th^  friends  are  weeping  about  tbqm,  bt^ 

QatiiHK  help  them ;  *<  it  is  Ifahr  otherwife  with  oie  (may 

yon  €kj)  ikiy  lAercfes  atn)  relations  are  comfortable  and 

•helpful  to  ine>  I  reiifli  mf  food,  mj  bed  gives  me  ^afe, 

inf  Aeep  is  refreshing ;  I  .have  freedom  to  read  and 

pray,    meditate    and   attend   the    public   ordinances. 

^<  ^^fothe  Lord,  O  mj  foul,  and  all  that  ts  within  me 

blefa  hit  My  name*"  F<»get  not  this  benefit  of  health, 

that  b  the  chief  of  all  my  outward  bleiBngs*    Some 

wouhl  part  with  all  their  worldly  weahh,  to  have  fo 

ttnch  bodily  health  as  I  have*   Long  have  I  uoderralu- 

td  and  abufed  this  choice  mercy  of  health  r  O  that  I 

oottid  mourn   for   my  negledi  and  refolve  in  God's 

ftrenetfa  to  bnprsnne  my  remaining  health,  for  the  praiie 

tod  terticeof  that  naeto^il  God  who  is  the  author  and 

prtferver  of  it !  let  me  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  Godj 

that  g^ves  tfie  all  my  health  and  ftrength  for  his  glory. 

Let  toe  abhor  the  ingratitude  of  thofe  who  employ 

.tlie  health  which  God  giveth  in  the  fervice  of  his  ene- 

miesj  and  make  a  frcri&et  of  it  to  the  devil,  the  world 

and 
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^pd  the  fl^ih*.  O  what prodigiottf  £olly  tie  iboIeguBtf 
•ofi  who^  for- fatisfyiiig  their  fenfttol  appetitey  do  oiten 
dcpnye  thomCsIres  of  health*  which  ta  id  itCelf  a  tfaooi- 
/aiid.tlinef  o£  more  value  than  all  their  brutiOi  plea^ 
'{skxt^^  Cod  help  me  to  pi^oe  thit  oietcy^  that  caa  ne- 
!icer  be  .prized  enough.'^  , 

*DiK£CT.  IF.    Make  confcictice  of  vifitiiig  your  fid: 
Friend^  and  NeighbourSf  believing  that  it  is  yotti 
i.dilty  and  iajtereft  to  do  it* 

. .  VISITING  of  the  fick  is  not  only  the  datjr  ot  the 
«niDJ(lers  of  Chrifl,  but  likewife  of  all  the  menibera  of 
.Chrilt :  for  we  are  all  imoined  to  remember  them  that 
.are  in  adverCty,  and  to  iympathize  with  the  afiU£tcdt 
as  being  ourfelves  alfo  in  the  body*  ^<  To  him  that 
]8  affli£ied,  pity  (hould  be  (hown  by  his  friends,**  faid 
job.  'And  our  Lord  gives.it  as  a  chara&er  of  thofe 
whom  he  will  own  and  acquit  at  the  .great  day*  Mat. 
Xkv.  3&  '*  I  was  fick,  and  ye  vifited  me."  This  is 
the  ix^ay  to  be  like  hini»  who  is  the  Father  of  mcrdci^ 
-and  whofe  "  foul  was  grieved.for  the  miferies  of  Ifraei,* 
Judg.  X  i6«  We  read  how  tenderly  David  fympathis- 
ed  with  his  enemies  when  they  were  (k|ic»  FfaK  xxzv. 
13,  14.  and  much  more  ought  we  to  viGt  and  fympa- 
thize  with  our  fick  friends.  To  vifit  the  profperous 
^  and  healthy,  is  an  a^  of  ciirioCty  and  civility,  but  to 
vifit  the  afilided  and  fiekly,  is  an  a&  of  charity  and 
Chriftianity. 

And  as  it  is  your  duty,  fo  it  is  your  intereft  and  ad- 
vantage, to  viGt  the  fick.  The  wjfe  man  tells  you,  EccL 
vii,  2*  *'  It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourningf 
than  to  the  houfe  of  feading.*'  King  Joaih  .went  tP 
fee  £li(ha  in  his  ficknefs,  and  wept  over  him  :  and  he 
Joft  nothing  by  fo  doing,  a  Kings  xiii.  14.  for  he  ob- 
tained thereby  three  famous  vidioriesover  the  Syrians. 
Though  it  be  not  warrantable  to  enquire  at  the  dead, 
Deut.  xviii.  1 1.  yet  we  may  learn  many  \vhokfome  leflbns 
from  the  dying,  and  even  though  they  be  fpeechlefs. 
As  for  inftance,  we  may  hereby  be  inftxu^cd  bow  to 

priac 
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prize  healthy  mind  our  own  fratlty,  and  provide  for  Ac 

time  of  fickncfs.    When  we  behotd  tlieirftrcngth  lah- 

guifhing,  their  tongue  falferinpri  their  eyes  fairmg,  tfelt 

cautitenance  pale ;   we  (hould  think  with  ourfclves, 

••  This  will  be  my  cafe  ere  4ong  ;  the  next  arrow  Aat 

death  fhcots,  may  be  levdlcd  at  hie  9  how  mudi  is^tmy 

concern  to  prepare  for  it !"  a!fo  we  may  thtidc,  What 

a  bitter  thing  (in  is,  that  it  is  the  ^auTe  of  all  chofi*  pams 

^a  diftrefles ;  and  how  mad  they  ^e  who  love  Gn  and 

take  plcafore  in  it.  «  We  mav  fee  likewife  the  great 

folly  of  courting  and  trufting  the  world,   which  leaves 

the  lick  and  dying  man  in  the  midft  of  Ms  grtatcft  ex* 

tremity.     And  we  may  obfcrve,  how  happy  the  man  is 

that  hath  an  ihtercft  in  Chrift,  the  peace  of  a  good  con- 

fcience,  artd  a  well- grounded  hope  of  heaVent  to  yicU 

fupport  and  confidence  to  him  under  his  ftr^gglingg 

with  ficknefs  and  death.      When  we  hear  the  dying 

n\an*s  complaints  of  his  fins,  add  his  lamenting  his  tre- 

g!e£t  of  duty,  and  mifpcnding  of  precious  time,  we  may 

learn  repentance  and  reformation.     When  we  obferve 

their  profefilons  of  love  to  Chrift,  and  their  hoipe  in  him 

to  the  laft,  it  doth  contribute  to  the  quickening  and 

firengthening  of  our  faith.    A  right  fight  of  dying  per* 

fons,  is  a'  good  mean  to  increafe  the  fpirit  of  grace  and 

fupplication  in  us. '  We  may  fitly  allude  here  to  the 

anfwcr  which  Elijah  gave  to  Elifha,  when  he  fouglrt  a 

doable  portion  of  his  Spirit,  2  Kings  ii.  1  o.  •*  If  thou 

fccft  me  Nvhcn  I  am  taken  from  thee,  it  (hall  be  fo  tmto 

the."    A  double  portion  of  the  Spirit  (hall  be  the  a!*' 

lowance  of  thofe  who  make  confcienceof  this  duty.  * 


Dt^ECrl  llf .  Let  the  Friends  of  tht  Sick,  afld  thofe 
whb  vifit  themj  deal  faithfully  with  them  about 
their  S6ul«. 

CONSIDER  this  may  be  the  laft  opportumtjr  yotx 
may  have  of  doing -any  thing  for  yoiir  friend'is  foul.  If 
he  die,  he  is  fixed  in  "his  everlaftirtg  ftate,  fo  that  al! 
adrices  and  counfels  then  will  be  fruitlefs.  It  is  now, 
or  never,  you  mull  exert  yourfelffor  your  friend's  ad- 
vantage s 
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lantage;  there  if  no  knovledfrf  nor  wtfdom  m  tbo 
gravci  to  whtcb  he.  is  going,  *'  Gorf's  loving  kindne£r 
cannot  he  declared  in  the  grave*  nor  hia  f  tithfalncfs  in 
dfftro^iion,''  PfaU  Ixxxviii*  if.  Now  is  the  propet 
lime  foe  doing  good  to  j<2m  ncighbonr's  fiwl  When 
:iffli£lion  opens  the  ear  to  difcipUoe9  be  ctrtrfiil  to  dvop 
in  wholefome  inftniftions  into  it }  and  when  the  heart 
h  tnzdc  tender  hy  fickneb^  it  is  a  fit  feaibn  for  fsood 
counfel  to  make  impreflSoni  on  it.  Let  the  opportuaaif 
then  be  impra?en  with  iaithfuhvcfi^and  prudence^  Aad^ 
!n  order  thereto*  oUerve  the  following  advices* 

h  Labour  to  know  |he  fiek  man's  fpiritnal  conditfony 
that  pur  applications  *may  be  fuitable  thereunto.  Tho 
knowledge  of  the  difeafe  is  previottfiy  requiGte  onto  fho 
core ;  ai6  tlie  miftake  of  a  phyfician  abont  a  man's  «li£» 
cafe  may  be  as  dangerous  as  tne  difi^afe  itfelfy  fo  hare  it 
is  highly  dangerous  to  miftake  the  cafe  of  the  Tick  man's 
foul  i  for  then  lenitives  may  be  applied^  when  oorf>o> 
fives  are  needful  \  promifes  may  be  admintfteredt  when 
ihxeatenings  are  more  proper. 

IL  Beware  ot  fatlenog  the  fick  with  vs^n  hopes  ct 
Efe,  when  he  is  more  likely  to  die ;  left  he  be  thereby 
tempted  tp  delay  or  flaeken  his  pfeparation  for  anotbet 
world.  It  is  fit  that  plaionefs  he  ufed  with  nefpe&  to 
his  djangera»  that  he  may  be  quickened  to  his  work. 

III.  The  fick  perfon  is  to  be  admoniAed  an4  toU,  # 
Aat  ficknefs  comes  not  by  chance^  QOr  by  fecond  caolt^ 
merely ;  but  by  the  wife  diredlion  and  fpecial  provi? 
^ence  of  God  \  that  fometimes  God  fmites  oiit  dF  diff 
pleafure  {or  fintand  for  the  goner's  corre£kion  and  a* 
mendment ;  and  fometimes  for  the  trial  and  exercife 

of  his  people's  graces  ;  that  the  (harpeft  afflidrons  fliall 
wock  together  for  good  %o  them  thi^t  love  God«  and 
are  righ^y  excrcifed  under  God's  hand  ^  that  it  is  a 
great  mercy  to  a  finher,  when  God  by  bis  rod  gives  him 
wart)ing  and  fpace  to  repent,  and  flee  to  the  blood  of 
Cprinkling,  and  u>  cry  to  God  for  pardon^  and  dnth  not 
fnatch  him^  out  of  the  world,  by  a  fudden  death*  Upon 
which  account  the  voice  of  the  rod  (hould  he  carefully 
hearkened  to  and  thankfully  obeyed^ 

IV.  li  the  fick  perfon  be  ignorant  he  is,  to  be  cate* 

chiicd 


ana  Ifiif^bheurt  «/  the  Sick*  217 

obtfed  and  inHmA^d  in  rhe  principles  of  religion^  e(pc« 
cblly  concernkift  his  faith  and  repentance,  and  his  up- 
taking  of  the  cbvenant  of  f^race,  and  the  method  of  par- 
dma  an4  faiv^.tion.  through* the  tifrhteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
apprdiended  by  faitK   And  it  ma^  be  properto  demand 
hk  ^fleac  to  fwnc  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  ChriAf- 
aoky»'or'hts.uifwertofuch  queftions  as  thcfe  :  Firfl, 
Dk^  you  believe  in  God  the  Father,  Son»  and  Holy  Ghofl,, 
one  Cod  in  three  {lerfonsj  the  Maker  and  Gorernor  of 
the  vorld  ^  a.  Do  you  I^Kere  that  Jefus  Chrift,  vho 
affiimed  our  nature^,  obeyed  the  law,  died  on  the  ctofs| 
rofe  from  tbd  dead,  and  afcended  to  heaven,  is  the  e- 
temal  Son  of  God,,  attd  the  only  Saviour  of  finners  ? 
3*  Are  y«u  fenfiUethat  you  are  a  loft  fpincr  by  Adam's 
i^  and 9  bcfides.  that,  guilty  of  innumerable  aflusl 
fins ;  and  that  you  have  broken  God's  hoty  command- 
ments in  thoughts,  words  and  deeds,  and,  h>r  fo  doing,. 
do  deferve  God's  wrath  both  in  this  life  and  that  which 
is  to  come  ?     4»  Arc  you  truly  grieved  and  forry  for 
breaking  God's  law,  negtr£king  his  worfhip,  mlfpendr 
iag  your  time,  and  purfutng  the  vanities  of  the  world  ? 
And  woold  you  do  as  you  have  done,  or  live  otherwife 
if  yoa'  w«re  to  begin  ydur  life  again  ?     5.  How  do 
you  think  to  get  your  guilt  removed,  your  tins  pardoii- 
^>  and  your  peace  made  up  wi^h  God  ?     Are  yoa  dc- 
iTrous  from  your  heart  to  be  leconciled  to  God  through 
J«?fus  Cbrlft,  the  bleffcd  Pcacc-makcr  ?     6.  Do  you 
heartily  approve  of  the  gofpel-method  of  reconciliation, 
by  the  righteoufnefs  and  factifice  offered  by  the  «Lonl 
Jefus  Chrift,  as  your  Surety,  in  your  name  and  flead  ? 
And  is  your  foul  defirons  to  chafe  and  accept  of  Chriil: 
for  yovr  Mediator  and  Saviour,  in  all  his  offictF,  of 
Prophet,  Pricft,  and  King  ?     7.  Do  you  renounce  all 
confidence  ia  any  other,  all  dependence  on  your  dudes 
and  righteoufoafs,  and  put  your  whole  truit  and  con- 
Mcncc  in  Cbriftt  and  the  merits  of  his  death,  and 
blood,  faying,    "  Whom  have  I   heaven   but  thee  ? 
^tid  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  1  defire  bcGdeg 
thcc  "    Do  you  believe  that  there  is  no  falvaiion  in  any 
^ti^er,  and  that  there  is  no  name  under  heaven  where* 
''y  you  can  be  faved,  but  Jefus  Chrift  only  I     8.  Do 
Vol.  L  E  c  ycu 
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you  defire  to  be  wholly  renewed  ind  £ui&ified  by  Tir* 
tue  of  Chrift's  blood,  and  to  (hew  forth  the  reality  of 
your  faith  by  good  works  and  a  holy  life,  for  the  time 
you  have  to  live  in  the  woWd  ?  And,  as  an  eTtdence 
thereof,  are  you  willing  to  f eftore  what  you  hare  taken 
wrongfully  from  any,  and  to  forgire  all  wrongs  done  to 
you  by  any,  and  caft  out  all  malice  or  hatred  you  have 
borne  to  any,  and  aflc  forgirenefs  of  any  you  have  in- 
jured ?  9*  Do  you  believe  that  Chrift  is  conaing  at 
the  laft  day  to.  judge  all  the  world,  both  the  quick  and 
the  dead,  whom  he  (hall  then  raife  from  the  grave,  and 
that  your  dead  body  (hall  rife  with  the  reft  ?  lo.  Do 
you  beKcve  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  its  living 
in  a  feparate  ftate  after  death,  and  that  the  foub  of  be- 
lievers do  immediately  pafs  into  glory^  where  they  (hall 
ever  be  with  the  Lord  ? 

V.  In  dealing  with  the  fick,  you  arc  to  feparate  be- 
tween the  precious  and  the  vile,  and  to  make  a  differ- 
ence between  the  convexted  and  the  unconverted.  And 
feeing  different  applications  are  requifite,  youare,  accor- 
ding to  your  knowledge,  to  (tudy  ta  fuit  your  connfels, 
admonitions  and  prayers,  to  their  ftate  and  condition; 
not  ufing  the  fame  words  to  the  ungodly  as  you  ufc  to 
the  godly,  left  you  flatter  them  with  ill  grounded  hopes 
that  their  ftate  is  fafe,  while  they  are  ftrangers  to  a  work . 
of  regeneration.  That  great  truth  is  to. be  declared  to 
all,  that,  '*  Unlcfs  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee 
the  kingdom  of  God."  O  it  is  dangerous  to  fpeak 
peace,  where  God  fpeaks  war, 

VI.  If  the  fick  perfon  fcem  to  be  fecure,  or  havk 
not  a  due  a  fenfe  of  his  (ins ;  endeavours  muft  be  ufcd 
to  convince  him  of  the  guilt,  pollution,  and  danger  of 
them,  in  order  to  his  humiliaticm.  Prefumptuous  Ct^* 
ncrs  are  not  to  be  flattered,  left  we  betray  their  fouls 
ir.to  eternal  ruin,  and  fo  their  blood  be  required  at  our 
hand^  No  fond  love,  no  ilavi(h  fear,  muft  keep  us 
from  telling  them  the  hazards  of  their  prefent  itate. 
Their  fecure  confcience  muft  be  awakened  to  fee  the 
demerit  ot  (in;  and  the  terriblenefs  of  the  jufticc  of  ^ 
fin^reven^ing  God,  before  whom  no  Chriftiefs  impeni- 
tent fmncr  can  ftand  :  This  is.  neccflary  in  order  to  a 

finncr'fi 
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Cnner's  difcbvering  his  loft  cafe  in^htrnfelf,  and  hig 
fleeing  to  Chrift  for  refuge.  It  is  God's  method,  firil 
to  caft  dovn  the  fotil  before  be  lift  it  up*»  to  plough 
the  heart  by  conviflion,  before  he  caft  in  the  feed  of 
confolation. 

VII.  If  the  fick  perfon  hath  ftudied  to  walk  upright- 
ly, but  -is  at  prefent  difcouraged  upon  account  of  the 
(harpnefs  of  the  rod,'  Sacan^s  temptations,  the  guilt  of 
fin,*  fear  of  death,  of  the  like;  then  fuitable  counfels, 
Tcfolutions,  and  comforts,  are  to  be*  tempered,  in  or- 
der to  his  fettlemcnt   and  fuppor!.     Particularly,  he 
may  be  told,  that  fharp  rods  are  no  >^ays  incOnfiftent 
with  dtvine  lovertiay,  frequently,  they  are  a  fign  of 
it :  for,  atf  ftandtng  waters  turn  corrupt,  becaufe  they 
have  no  current ;  and  thofc  who  arc  not  poured  from 
vcffcj  to  vciTel,  their  tafte  remainsj  and  their  fceht  is 
not  changed;  t^^ercfore  God,  in  order  to  take  away 
the  fccnt  of  the  corrupt  nature  froiti  us,  is  pleafed  to 
change  us  from  ftate  to  ftate,  by  crofTes  and  fickuefs  to 
faWation.     And  as  Noah's  ark,  the  higher  it  was  tofled 
with  the  flood,  the  nearer  it  mounted  towards  heaven  ; 
fo  thefandificd  foul,  the  more  it  is  excrcifed  with  af« 
ffi£lion,  the  nearer  it  is  Hfted  towards  God.     Again, 
it  is  proper  to  fet  before  him  the  freenefs  and  fulnefs  of 
God*s  grace,  the  fufficicncy  of  righteoufnefs  in  Chrift, 
and  his  rich  and  gracious  offers  in  the  gofpel  >  by  which 
we  are  aflurcd,  that  all  who  repent,  and  believe  with 
their  heart  in  God's  mercy  through  Chrift,  renouncing 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  (hall  not  perifti  in' their  fins, 
hijtt  have  life  and  falvation  in  him,  and  that  believers 
in  Chrift  arc  ^fliired  of  yiftory  over  Satan,  death  and 
all  their  enemies,' becaufe  Chnft  their  head  hath  by 
his  crofs  conc]uereA  the  devil,  unftinged  death,  triumph* 
ed  over  the  grave,  arid  obtained  vi£tory  for  all  his  mem« 
bers ;  fo  that  neither  life  nor  death,  principalities  nor 
powersi  (hall  be  able  to  feparate  them  from  God's  love 
in  Chrift. 

VIII.  If  a  fick  man  beVo  tempted  and  troubled  in 

confcience,  that  he  is  in  hazard  of  defpairing  of  God's 

mercy  5  it  is  neceflary  to  inform  him  of  the  greatnefs 

and  infinitcnefs  of  Uod's  mercy,  that  the  iftoft  notori- 

E  e  2  ous 
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Otts  fmnets  have*  been  pardoned  and  faved  by  it,  and  it 
is  (lill  offered. iiT  the  gofpel  to.  the  Tileit  of  fioneri. 
Though  God  forefaw  all  the  fins  which  the  world  woold 
commit,  yet  tliefe  did  not  hinder  him  from  Icmng  the 
world  foy  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  to  ^atb, 
to  fave  as  many  as  would  believe  and  repent :  fo  that 
the  fins  of  one  man  can  never  hinder  God  from  loving 
his  foul|  and .  forgiving  his  fins,  when  he  fincerely  dc- 
fires  to  repent  and  believe.  The  cry  of  the  moft  griev- 
ous fins  that  are  recorded  ((ucb  as  thofe  of  Sodom)  could 

.  never  reach  higher  than  unto  heavei^  Gen.  xix  i2' 
But  David  aflures  us,  Ffal.  cviii'  4.  that  the  mercy  cf 
God  is  great,  and  reaches  up  higher  thao  the  heavens, 
fo  that  it  over  toppeth  the  greateil  of  ail  our  fins.  If 
the  mercy  of  God  be  greater  than  all  his  worksi  it  moft 
furely  be  greater  than  all  dur  fins. 

Again,  lay  before  him  the  infinite  virtue  of  Chrift's 
blood :  \V|)y  ?  It  is  nqt  the  blood  of  a  mere  man,  but 
the  blood  of  God«  A^s  xx.  28.  And,  are  there  any 
fins  fo  great,  or  guilt  fo  heinous,  but  the  blood  of  God 
can  wa(h  away  ?  This  was  godly  Crammer's  fupport 
that  day  he  fuQTered  martyrdom,  vvhen  his  fin  of  re* 
nouncing  the  Proteftant  doctrine  flared  him  in  the 
face  :  ^*  Surely  (faid  he)  God  was  made  fiefh,  and  died 
his  blood,  not  for  leiTer  fins  only,  but  for  great  fins  alfo." 
He  was  fadly  difcouraged,  and  wept  abundantlv,  till 
he  eyed  this  meritorious  blood,  and  then  he  took  heart, 
and  died  with  courage.  O  this  price  was  fo  greati 
that  it  could  have  merited  pardon  for  the  fins  of  all 

.  the  devils  in  hellj^  as  well  as  for  all  the  men  on  earth, 
ihougli  every  one  of  them  had  been  red  as  crimfon. 
Yea,  thS  leafl  drop  of  this  blood  js  of  more  merit  to 
procure  the  mercy  of  Gqd  /pr  our  falvation,  than  sll 
cur  fins  can  be  of  force  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  God 
for  our  damnation  \  why  f  The  greateil  of  our  fins  are 
but  the  fins  of  a  man,  but  the  leaft  drop  of  Chriit's 
blood  is  the  blood  of  God, 

Moreover,  let  him  be  put  in  mind  of  the  willingnefs 
and  readinefsof  our  Redeemer  to  receive  all  finnersthat 
came  to  him  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  though  driven  to  him 
byfickncfs  and  affliflionj  fo  that  he  never  put  any  of 

them 
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ibein  away  without  their  erhmd,  thatcioie  crying  for 

mercy,    i^ay ;  he  ipany  times  fought  out.objedts  of  his 

xncrcjTy  that  were  not  thinking  of  cotning  to  him*  as 

{howcd  before.    Obft-rve  the.  gentlenef«  of  our  Lord's 

carriage  to  Ju((as  himfeif,  in  calling  him  friend,  after 

his  raoft  treacherous  dealing.  Mat.  xxvi.  50.  "  Friend 

(£iid  he)  wherefore  art  thou  come  ?"   Had  wretched 

Judas  laid  hold  on  the  word  friend  out  of  the  niouch  of 

Chrifty   as  Benhadad  did  the  word  brother,  fromihe 

mouth  of  AhA ;  doubtlefs  Judas  (hould  have  found  d^ 

God  of  Ifrael  more  merciful  thani^enhadad  found  the 

kin^  of  Ilraelf 

•  Lqftlji  Let  him  conGder,  that  to  defpair  of  God's 
mercy  cafts  the  greateft  diibonovtr  upon  the  Divine  M^* 
jcfty^  and  is  a  fm  more  heinous  than  all  the  fins  which 
we  have  before  committed :  Why  ?.  It  doth  charge  the 

?7eat  God  as  guilty  of  perjury,  who  hath  folemnly 
woTDy  that  he  defires  not  the  death  of  a  finner^  but 
rather  that  he  (hould  repent  and  live,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  ii. 
God  was  more  difplealed  with  Cain  for  defpairlng  of 
bis  mercyi  than  for  murdering  of  his  brother :  and  with 
Judas  for  hanging  himfelf,  than  for  betraying  his  maf- 
ter.:  Why  ?  Becaufe  that  by  their  defpsdr  they  would 
make  the  iins  of  mortal  men  greater  than  the  infinite 
mercy  of  the  eternal  God. 

Direct.  IV.  Be  earned  10  Prayer  to  God  for  your 
Friends,  when  Sick  or  Dying.    Pray  with  them 

•  and  for  them. 

FREQUENTLY  fick  pcrfons  arc  fo  difquietcd  with 
pain  and  trouble,  that  they  are.  out  of  cafe  to  pray  f pt 
themfeives^  and  therefore  they  have  the  more  need  of 
the  prayers  of  others^  David  faded  and  prayed  for  hi^ 
etiemiesy  when  they  were  fick^  Pfal.  xxi.  13.  much 
more  ought  we  to  pray  for  our  friends  in  that  cafe* 
Never  did  they  need^  our  prayers  fo  much,  as  whea 
they  are  called  to  enter  upon,  an  unchangeable  condi- 
tioUy  to  go  to  their  long  home,  even  that  piace  wherein 
they^  mult  abide  for  ever.    Now  they  are  in  the  land 

of 
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'  of  prayer,  and  it  is  now  or  never  that  yoa  muft  pray 
and  beg  mercy  for  them.     When  their  life  is  f^one, 
they  go  from  the  land  of  prayer,  and  are  fixed  in  that 
place,  whence  they  fhall  never  remove:  then  all  your 
prayers  and  cries  for  them  will  be  in  vain.      If  vour 
friend  be  a  ftranger  to  Chrift,  he  is  on  the  brink  of  helJ, 
and  knows  it  not*;  and  wilf  you  not  cry  to  God  to  open 
his  eyes,  and  fave  him  from  falling  into  that  devouring 
pit  out  of  which  there  is  no  redemption  ?  Too  would 
•c  witiing  to  fit  up  a  wholi  night  for  the  relief  of  his 
body  ;.  and  will  yoi#not  fpend  a  part  of  a  night  for  the 
good  of  his  foul,  that  is  a  thoufand  time^  more  valuable ! 
Now  the  qucltion  is,  whether  this  precious  foul  ftall 
be  Chrift^fi  or  the  devil's  for  ever?  And  when  will  you 
wreftlc  for  your  friend,  if  you  do  it  not  now  ?  If  the 
fick  perfon  be  a.child'  of  God,  you  may  pray  for  him 
with  the  more  comfort,  and  expectation  to  be  heard. 
You  may,  in  that  cafe,  fend  the  fame  melTage  by  prayer 
to  Chrift,  that  the  fifter  of  fick  Lazarus  did,  John  xi.  3. 
"  Lord,  behold  he  whom  thou  lovcft  is  fick."     Lord, 
pity  him;  comfort  him,  ;ibatc  his  diftemper,  and  relieve 
him  from  it,  if  it  be  thy  will  z  if  not,  ^rani  him  thy 
gracious  prefence  and  fafe  conduft  through  the  Jordan 
of  death,  and  a  happy  landing  in  the  Canaan  of  glory. 

We  arc  tbld,  that  the  prayers  of  the  righteous,  in 
fuch  cafes^  do  avail  much,  James  v.  16.  and  this,  to 
encourage  us  to  pray  one  for  another.  Whatever  be 
the  fick  perfons  condition,  fuch  confeirioi)8  and  pcti-  • 
tions  as  thcfe  foUowiug  may  be  made  ufe  of  in  prayer 
tor  him. 

PETITIONS  FOR  ITIE  SICK. 

LORD,  thou  firft  breathcdft  into  man  the  breath  of 
life ;  and,  when  thou  take  (I  away  that  breath,  he  dies, 
and  returns  again  to  his  dud.  May  we  be  duly  feniiblc 
of  our  dependance  on  thee  for  all  that  we  enjoy.  Wc 
acknowledge,  that  our  great  abufc  of  the  many  days  of 
health  and  welfare  thou  affbrdeft  us'  doth  juftly  dcfervc 
the  viiitation  of  fickncfs  and  difcafcs.     Wo  is  us,  wc  lie 

down 
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under  a  burden  of  fio^both  original  aild  a^al  *,  wc  are 

all  children  of  wrath  by  nature,  and  under  :he  curfe  of 

a  broken  law  :  and  ail  other  miferics,  temporal  and  fpi^^  ' 

ritual^  diftempers,  pains,  death  and  hell  itfelf,  are  the 

iflues  thereof.    Be  merciful  to  the  Tick  perfon  under  thf 

hand  ;   difcovev^  to  hiiQ  his  Ting,  and  the  caufe  why  thou 

conrendeft  with  him.     Make  him  to  fee  that  he  is  loft 

in  himfelfy  and  wholly  unable  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of 

offended  juf^ice  ;  and  do  thou  reveal  Chrid  to  his  foul 

for  righteoufnefs  and  life.     O  give  him  thy  holy  Spirit 

to  create  and  ftrength^n  faith^  thathe  may  lay  hold. on 

Chrid  as  offered  in  the  gofpel.  work  in  him  the  grace  of 

tTiM  repentan,ee.     Enable  him  to  fearch  his  heart  aud 

try  his  ways,  fo  as  he  may  difcover  every  accurfed  thin^^ 

every  Achan  in  the  camp,  that  bath  provoked  the  Lord 

agaiinft  him*     When  thou  putted  him  in  the  furnace, 

he  pl^afed  to  ftand  by,  and  overfee  thejnetal  while  it  is 

melting  in  it.    Try  him  as  filver  is  tried,  and  bring  him. 

out  puVified^  and  let  him  lofe  nothing  in  this  furnace 

hut  his  drofs.     Remove  his  fms  from  thy  prefence,  as 

far   as  ead  is  from  wed,  that^they  may  never  trouble 

.    his  confcience,  nor  rife  in  judgment  againll  his  foul. 

However  bitter  the  cup  may  be,  let  it  be  medicinal  to 

cure  all  the  difeafes  of  his^  foul.    O  that  thefc.aiBic- 

tions,  which  are  but  for  a  mon>ent,  may  work  for  him 

a  far.more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  through 

]efus  Chrid  the  purchafcr  !  - 

Look  down,  from  heaven,  the  habitation  of  thy  holi- 
nefs,  behold  his  afflidion  and  his  p^in,  anc)  forgive  all 
his  fin.  Shew  fuch  pity  to  ium  as  a  father  doth  to  his 
child,  and  lay  no  more  upon  him  than  he  is  able  to 
bear.  Lord,  give  patience:  and  drength  anfwerable  to 
the  burden  of  trouble  thou  haft  laid  on  kim.  In  time 
•  of  his  weaknefs  uphold  him  by  thy  drength.  Relieve 
his  wants  out  of  thy  infinite  fulnefe.  Lord,  thou  knom- 
ellhisframe«  and.rememberf;tt  that  he  is  dud;  fave. 
him  from  extremity  of  trouble,  either  abate  his  {)ain»  or 
increafe  his  patience  to. endure' what  thou  measured  out 
to  him.  Give  hiip  the  evidences  of  alt  the  graces  of  thy 
spirit.  Arm  and  defend  him  againft  all  the  fuggef- 
Uons  and  temptations  of  Satan.    Tajce  his  heart  wholly 

off 
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off  the  worlJ,  and  fet  ht6  aflfeftions  on  things  abore. 
Lord,  make  i^e  of  thtd  chaflifetiient  of  his  body  as  a 
^  medicine  to  cure  his  foul,  hj  drawing  his  foul»  that  is 
Tick  of  (in,  to  thyfelf.  O  enable  him,  in  a  penitent  be- 
lievfi^^  manner,  to  come  by  repentance  to  Chri  ft,  his 
foul  phyfician,  to  get  it  healed  of  all  its  maladies.  Sanc- 
tify his  ficknefsy  and  let  the  fruit  of  it  be  to  purge  away 
bis  fin. 

If  God  (hall  be  pteafed  to  add  to  his  days,  blefs  all 
lAeans  of  bis  recovery.  Remorc  the  difeafe  ;  renew 
his  (trength,  both  outward  and  inward ;  heal  his  (bul 
as  well  as  his  body.  And  enable  him  to  walk  tenderly 
before  God,  and  carefully  to  remember  and  perform 
fuch  vows  and  promifes  of  obedience  as  men  are  apt  tti 
make  in  time  of  Gcknefs. 

If  God  hath  determined  to  finilh  his  .days  by  the  pre- 
fent  vifitation  ;.  let  him  find  fuch  evidence  of  the  panlon 
of  his  fins,  of  his  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  eternal  life,  as 
may  caufe  his  inward  man  to  be  renewed,  wMle  his 
outward  man  decayetb  ;  that  be  may  meet  death  with- 
out fear,  call  l.imfclf  wlK>lly  on  Chrift  without  doubt- 
ing, and  dcfire  to  be  dtflblved,  that  he  may  for  ever  be 
with  Jefus  Chrift.    Lord,  make  his  laft  works  better 
than  his  firft,  and  the  day  of  his  death  better  than  the 
day  of  his  birth      Make  his  laft  words  his  beft  wordf, 
his  laft  thoughts  his  beft  thoughts,  and  his  laft  hour  his 
beft  hour.     O  let  him  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
and  let  his  laft  end  be  Kke  his.    Let  the  eyes  of  his 
foul  be  opened  to  fee  his  fins  and  his  Saviour,  before 
the  eyes  of  his  body  be  (hut  by  death.     Take  away 
the  fting  of  death,  the  guilt  of  fin,  that  he  /nay  ivaik 
through  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death  and  fear  no 
eviK    Open  thou  his  lips,  that  his  mouth  may  Oio.xr 
forth  thy  praife,  before  he  go  to  the  place  of  (ilence- 
And  when  his  ftrength  doth  fail,  and  hfs  tongue  is  not 
able  to  utter  words,-  let  the  blood  of  Chrift  fpeak  for 
him  in  heaven.     And  let  thy  holy  Spitit  within  him, 
make  requcfts  for  him  with  fighs  and  groans  that  can- 
not be  uttered.     When  the  fight' of  hid  eyes  doth  fail 
him,  let  the  eyes  of  his  faith  be  ftrengthened,  that  his 
foul  (with  Stephen  at  his  death)  may  behold  Jefus 

Chrift 
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Chrift  In  hearen  ready  to  recetre  him.  Lordi  ftand  bf 
him  in  hi$  laft  confliA  with  his  enetnteay  Satan  aftd 
death,  that  he  may  orcrcome  both,  and  be  mocc  than 
a  conquerot  through  Chrift  that  hath  loved  him»  lato 
thy  hands  we  commend  his  fpirit. 

Lord}  teach  us,  who  do  furrive^  by  this  and  other  like 
daily  fpeflacles  of  our  mortality^  to  fee  how  frail  and 
ttncettatn  onr  condition  i8»  and  fo  to  number  our  days» 
that  we  may  ferioafly  apply  our  hearts  to  heavenly  wi& 
domj  through  Jefus  Chrift.    Amen. 

Direct.  V.  Be  careful  to  furnifh  your  Friends  with 
fattable  Company,  and  fpiritual  conTcrfe^  when  they 
ard  Sick  at  I>yiri|^« 

AS  worldly  company  and  oonverfe  are  great  fain- 
drancesi  ib  fpiritual  company  and  converfe  are  fpecial 
helps  to  the  fick  and  dyings  Now,  that  the  friends  of 
the  fick  may  prevent  the  one,  and  provide  for  theotfaer^ 
let  the  following  advices- be  remembeced. 

i«  Mind  yoor  friends  timeoufly  to  make  thdr  wiUs* 
and  difpatch  the  fettlement  of  tfaetr  worldly  affairs^ 
that  fo  they  may  not  ht  di^birbed  at  the  Uft^  nor  any 
wife  diverted  from  their  main  woi^k,  by  tjiouf^s  or  dif- 
courfe  about  the  world.'  A  wind  sibftrsi£kd.  from  the 
world  is-  a  moft  fuitabk  dipofition  for  a-dying-  mart. 
Tbu  eaanot  carry  the  things  of  this  world  «with  yott 
Mdiea  you  go  hence ;  and  it  is  not  fie  you  ihoiM  carry 
the  thoughts  of  them. 

a.  Keep  carnal  compatty  from  them  as  much  as 
poiEble,  and  all  thofe  that  woutd^vert  them  by  id3e  or 
<^wofldIy  difcour[e.  it  'm  botlvtinpertiniyit  andcmcli  ta 
throw  in  fuch  impediments  in  the  way  of  thofe  that  are 
going  fpeediiy  to  their  endlefs  ftate. 
,3.  E)o  what  you  can  to  get  faithful  mtnTfters  and 
godly  Chriftiaiis  to  be  inmch  about  them,  who  are  fir  to 
inflruft  and  counfel  them  about  their  fouls  matters,  and 
alfo  to  pray  with  them  and  for  them. 

4-     Be  often   minding  your  6ck  friends  of  their 
chief  work)  and  thofe  things  which  belong  unto  their 
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peace.  Whateirer  be  their  ftate,  whether  graciotis  or 
^acelefs,  it  U  proper  to  be  minding  tbetn,  i.  Of  the 
isanrtyand  eraptinefs  of  the  world,  thnt  can  neither 
give  caCe  to  the  body,  nor  comfort  to  the  foul,  when  ci- 
ther of  them  IS  in  trouble.  2-  Of  thefrnfulnefs  of  fin» 
which  is  the  fpring  of  all  difeafes  and  miferies  whatfo- 
ever*  ^.  Of  the  precioufnefs  and  ufefulnefs  of  Chrift 
to  a  finner  in  all  cafes,  and  efpecially  at  a  dying  hour. 
4.  Of  the  inexpreffible  felicity  of  believers  in  Chrift  af« 
tcr  death,  &c- 

Lqfify,  It  you  think  your fe Ives  not  able  to  inftruft  or 
advife  your  Ock  friends  as  they  (land  in  need,  then  re  d 
fome  good  book  to  them,  that  may  be  fuitable  to  the 
condition  of  their  fouls ;  and,  if  you  have  not  a  fitter 
at  hand,  read  fome  chapters  or  dire£^ions  of  this  book 
to  them,  as  you  may  fee  mod  proper  for  them.  Bur, 
above  all  books,  read  to  the  fick  the  holy  fcriptures,  and 
fome  particular  chapters  and  pfalms  there ;  fuch  as  the 
lad  three  chapters  of  Genefis  y  the  lad  chapter  of  Deu- 
teronomy. ;^— the  17  th  chapter  of  the  1  ft  book  o^  Kings; 
—the  2d  chapter  of  tiie  2d  book  of  Kings  -,-**the  I4di 
a;nd  19th  chapters  of.  Job  ; — the  Pfalms  of  David,  and 
particulatiy  tbe  6th,  the-  23d,  25tb,  30th9^8tb,  4xft» 
4ad,  49th,  .51ft,  71ft,  73d,  77th,  88th,  89thj  pothr 
ic3d,  ti6th,  ii.8th»  notb,  143d,  f43d,  and  fcveralo* 
ther  Pfalms } — the  12th  chapter  of  Ecclefiaftesi— the 
38th,  53d,  j4th,  and  55  th  chapters  of  Ifaialiydio 
three  laft  chapters  of  Luke ;— -the  14th,  i5tb9  i(khf 
I7tfa9  and  20th  chapters  of  John  ; — the  8th  chapter  ct 
the  Romans  ;^— the  15th  chapter  of  the  ift  Corinthiaoir 
— *the  5th  chapter  of  the  2d  Corinthians  ;-^the  4th  of 
the  ift  Thefliilonitns  ^ir^tiie  iith.and  12th  of  the  HA* 
the  three- laft  chapters  .of  the  Revelation,  and  the  like. 


Direct.  VI.  Be  likewife  fuitably  concerned  for  the 
Bodies  of  your  Friends,  when  they  are  Sick. 

If  you  would  evidence  a  fuitable  concern  for  theiB^ 
then  you  muft  deal  tenderly  and  compailionately  with 
them  in  their  ficknefs,  bear  with  their  impatience  and 

fretting, 
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frettiag,  weafy  not  pi  them,  nor  grudge  at  the  trouble 
they  put  you  to ;  J^\  (hortly  you  yofirfelves  ma?  be  in 
the  like  caky  when  you  (hail  be  as  great  a  trouble  to  o* 
thcrf,  »s  your  friends  are  now  to  you. 

iVgain^  it  is  neceifary  to  employ  phyriciimsy  and  ufe 
the  beft  means  for  the  recovery  of  your  friend'*  heald^ 
The  means  indeed  muft  not  be  trusted  to  inftead  of 
God»  but  ufed  in  fubferviency  to  him^  who  hath  ap« 
pointed  theniy  and  can  only  give  fuccefs  to  them.  We 
muit  beware  of  Afa's  fin  that  fought  to  the  phyficiana> 
^nd  not  to  the  Lordf  Let  us  neither  take  food  nor 
•phyfic  without  prayer  tQ  God  for  bis  bUifmg  there* 
upon. 


PiRECT.  VIL  When  the  ficknefs  of  your  Relations  or 

Neighbours  doth  iiTue  in  death,  ftudy  :i,Chriftian 

,  and  fuitablc  behaviour  under  fuch  a  difpcnfation.' 

WHEN  a  parent  lofeth  a  promifiog  child  or  ^ 
child  lofeth  a  loving  parent,  or  when  death  deprtvea 
U8  of  any  near  relation,  st  is  a  fpeakin^  and  trying  Pro* 
videncc  \  and  we  have  much  need  of  grace  and  coun- 
let  from  God  to  carry  aright  under  it.  Let  its  obfenre 
thefe  advices. 

I;  It  is  necefiary,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  that  we  have  a  tender 
fenfe  and  feeling  of  God's  affltding  hand.  There  are 
two  extremes'  which  we  muft  equally  avoid ;  viz.  to 
make  light  of  the  death  of  relations,  and  to  be  e^cef- 
fivcly  grieved  on  that  account..  God  will  have  us  nei* 
ther  to  defpife  his  rod,  nor  faint  under  it,  Heh.  xii.  5. 
God  is  difpleafed  with  thofe  that  are  ftupid  and  in* 
fenfible  under  fuch  affliaions.  Why  ?  They  defpife 
his  rod,  and  make  light  of  his  corre£lions.  Hence  he 
compiains  of  thefe,  Jer.  v,  3.  '<  I  have  fmitten  them, 
but  they  have  not  grieved."  God  will  have  us  to  feel 
his  haxid,.to  enquire  into  the  meaning  of  the  rod,  and 
fesdch  for  thofe  fins  that  have  provoked  God  to  fmice 
us.  It  id  a  fign  of  a  naughty,  felfilh-  and  unchriftian 
^iiit,  to  be  unconcerned  for  the  death  of  firicnda  \  aod 
nmch  more  is  it  fo  in  thofe  cliildrcDj  who  have  a  (ecret 
F  f  2  fatisfa£tioh 
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htUhCkion  in  the  death  of  parentSi  becau(e  of  the 
worldly  riches  or  liberty  which  thoy^^ct  thereby.  God 
ufeih  to  follow  thin  wicked  temper  with  his  heavy 
judgments  even  in  this  life. 

II.  Cgnfider  that  God  is  calling  yoa»  by  the  death 
of  othersi  to  keep  tip  liveiy  and  lading,  impreifions  of 
death  a^d  eternity  upon  your  fpirits*     God  knowcth 
how  adrantageous  it  would  be  for  men  fo  to  do ;  and 
therefore  he  fets  frequent  fpedacles  of  mortality  be- 
fore their  eyes  for  this  end.    But  fuch  is  the  corruption 
und  e^rthlinefs  of  our  minds,  that  we  foon  fofget  the 
thoughts  of  death*    When  we  fee  our  friends  in  the 
pangs  of  death,  or  laid  in  the  grave,  it  ftrikes  us  with 
fome  fear  and  concern,  to  think  that  one  day  this  will 
be  our  own  cafe  :  but  no  fooner  is  the  dead  interredj 
and  the  grave  filled  up  again,   than  all  thofei  fericus 
thoughts  begin  to  vani(h,  and  men  return  to  their  fins 
and  pleafnres  as  before.      Ah, .  what  folly  is  this ! 
fliould  not  men  always  keep  alive  the  ferious  tLoughts 
of  death  and  a  future  ftate  ^  are  we  not  always  alike 
mortal  ?  are  we  not  ^s  liable  to  death's  arreft  at  other 
times,  as  when  examples  are  before  our  eyes  i 

III.  When  God  takes, away  your  children  or  rcla- 
tions,  let  it  draw  your  heart  and  ^ScBdonz  more  to- 
ward God  and  things  above.  •^As  when  a  (hcpherd 
taketh  up  in  his  arms  a  lamb  of  the  flock,  the  ewe  fol- 
loweth  him  of  her  own  accord,  and  will  not  leave  Uth  \ 
fo,  when  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  ihcep  takeih  a 
child  or  friend  from  you,  it  ihould  caufe  you  to  follow 
after  him,  and  defire  to  be  with  him.  But  one  may 
fay,  that  is  not  the  cafe  with  me ;  I  fear  the  wolf  hath 
got  the  ftrayed  flieep,  and  devoured  it.  Then  cveo 
that  fufpicion  ihould  make  you  run  to  the  good  Sbep- 
herd,  abide  with  him  and  keep  clofe  by  the  fbotilcps  of 
the  flock,  and  beware  of  ftrayiog  in  thofe  paths  wheKin 
deftroyers  go.  When  God  taketh  from  you  thofe  rela^ 
tions  whom  you  dearly  loved,  he  calls  you  to  take  your 
love  off  the  fading  citaturee,  and  to  fet  it  on  the  eter- 
nal Creator :  when  the  .weak  brands  is  taken  off, 
then  clafp  to  the  body  of  the  tree,  which  will  not  fail 
♦ou. 

^     ',  IV. 
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IV.    In  filth  triat%  ftudy  a  humble  and  patient  fub- 

mii&on  to  the  will  of  God»  who  in  his  fovereigq  wifdoni 

and  pleafure  hath  taken  yovr  child  or  friend  from  you« 

Remember  who  hadi  done  it,  even  h^  who  gave  all 

men  their  lives*  and  hath  the  abfolute  power  and  right 

to  difpofe  of  mens  lives  as  he  thinks  bcft*     If  your  feU 

lowr-creature  do  any  tiling  that  difpleafeth  you,  you  maf 

Voth  aik  who  did  it,  and  why  he  did  fo  i  But»  whe]| 

God  doth  any  thing  to  yoU|  you  muft  remember  he  is 

Ac  potter  and  you  are  the  clay ;  and  that  he  may  make 

or  mar  his  clay  veflels ;  yen,  break  them  in  pieces  at  his 

pleafure ;  'f  and  there  is  none  that  can  ftay  his  hanc?^ 

!»'  fay  to  him,  what  doft  thou  ?  be  flill,  and  know  that 

I  am    God,"  Pfal.  xlvi.  to.     The  mafter  of  a  family 

f^tKerfi  at  his  pleafure  the  flowers  and  fruits  of  his  gar^ 

dens  ;  fometimes  he  cuts  off  the  buds,  fometimes  he  fuf* 

fer8  them  to  bloflbm ;  fometimes  he  gathers  the  green 

fruity  fometimes  he  ftays  till  it  be  ripe ;  and  every  body 

thinks  he  may  do  with  his  own  what  he  pieafeth  ;  and^ 

fiiaU  not  the  Almighty  God  have  liberty  much  more  to 

difpofe  of  all  that  grqws  in  his  own  tenitories  at  his 

pleafure  i  The  ma^r  of  the  family  hath  not  created 

the  trees  and  plants  of  his  garden  $  but  God  hatU  made 

and  fafiiioned  all  the  children  of  men  with  his  Almighty 

hand. 

It  is  the  fenfe  of  this  fovereign  right  and  dominion 
of  God  over  his  creatures,  that  hath  made  his  people 
to  be  filent  under  the  greateft  tofles«  Hence.  Aaron, 
when  he  loft  his  two  fons  by  a  fudden  and  extraordi^ 
nary  ftroke,  it  is  faid  of  him.  Lev.  x.  3.  **  And  A^ron 
held  his  peace*  He  opened  not  his.  mouth,  becaufe  it 
was  a  fovereign  God  that  did  it.  So  holy  Job,  when  he 
loft  all  his  children  by  one  blow,  patiently  fubmits  to 
this  abfolute  Lord,  Job.  i.  ai.  **  The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away ;  blefled  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord."  Job  knew  that  God's  relation  to  them  was  far 
nearer  than  his,  and  his  right  to  difpofe  of  them  was  in^ 
difputable.  It -was  a  holy  and  axcelltot  fpeech  of  that 
koDouraUe  perfon  Lord  Dupleflis,  at  the  death  pf  his 
oaly  fen ;  **  I  could  not  hav«  bom  thiff  from  a  man,  but 
I  can  from  God." 

V    Guard 
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V.  Guard  afrainft  immoticratc  grief  ao'd  cxocffiifc  fiwp- 
rowfor  the  death  of  diildren  or  near  reiatiotis  ^  for  thia 
is  finful  and  offenfive  to  God.     Now,  grief  U  (iuful  and 
iir»moderBte|  when  it  makes  you  grudge    at   God's  dif^^ 
pfnfation^  muroiur  at  his  will,  turn  unthankful  to  htm 
for  the  mercies  you  enjoy,  overlook  all  bypaft  fs^raumi 
and  lament  a  temporal  more  than  a  fplritual  lofe.     A* 
las !  there  are  many  who  can  bewail  a  dead   friend  far 
more  than  a  dead  heart,  and  the  lofs  of  a  child  more 
than  the  lofs  of  God's  countenance.    Now,  for  prevcntp 
sng  this  exce£ive  forrow,  confider  tbefc  thin^«» 

I.  If  you  be  Chriftlefs  and  impenitent,  you  have 
reafon  to  blefs  God  that  the  ftroke  was  not  at  yoarowa 
life,  for  then  you  had  been  eternally  miferable  ami  with- 
out hope.  What  is  the  temporal  lofs  of  a  child^  to  be 
ctfrnal  lofs  of  your  own  foul  ?  O  it  is'  far  better  to  be 
childiefs  and  friendiefs on  earth,  than  to  be  hopek£i  ao4 
temedrlefs  in  hell. 

2»  Confider  how  little  ground  you  have   to  com- 
plain of  any  lofs  or  ftroke  you  meet  with  oo  earth.    i« 
If  you  eye  God's  fovereignty  and  power  over  you,  you 
have  caufe  to  be  thankful  that  he  hath  not  annibi)^^<?^ 
you  BTvi  your  relations  both  long  ere  now,  feeing  be 
hath  as  full  a  dominion  to  reduce  you  to  nothing,  as  19 
bring  you  from  nothing.     Though  God  (houid  dafti  itt 
againil  the  walls,  as  a  potter  doth  his  veifel,  no  man 
CQMld  have  reafcn  to  fay,   J^iat  dojl  thou  ;  or,  ^:"<^  ^/ 
ihou  uft  mefo  /  Jcr  xviii.  6.  *'  O  houfe  of  Ifrae),  C'Ut 
not  1  do  uith  you  as  this  potter  ?  faith  the  Lord/'  N^ft 
he  bath  a  greater  right  to  deal  fo  with  us,  than  a  potter 
with  his  vtflel,  for  God  hath  contributed  all  to  his  crW' 
turc,  that  it  hath,  but  the  potter  never  made  the  cl«J 
which  is  the  fubilance  of  the  vi  flel^  nor  the  water  that  is 
needful  fo  make  it  tra£^able.     All  that  the  potter  dotb  il 
only  to  mould  the  clay  into  fuch  a  (hape  ;  befides,  the  pot^ 
tcr's  body  is  no  better  tl^ntheclayhe  makes  his  vefici<}A 
nay,  perhaps  that  very  clay  might  once  have  been  fo»<5 
part  of  the  body  of  a  «9an  as  good  as  the  potter  hicnrd/' 
Now,  (hall  the  potter  have  luch  abfolute- powAt  Q<^ 
tiiat  which  18  fo  near  and  like  tQhim»  and  fhsiU  not  God 
have  it  ov<:p  chat  which  is  infinitely  dtftaot  iront  V^^  * 

That 
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That  wcn<d,  Dan.  IT.  344  35.  '  "*  XKe  Moft  High  doth 
According  to  hfe  will,**  is  cncm^  to  Glence  tte  mur* 
mtirinn^s  of  all  metx  ander  ftrokcs  and  loflea-  •    ' 

-  2.  If  you  eye  the  hand  of  God  as  moft  juft  and  tigh* 
tecvtis  tti  '\i4iat  yoti  have  met  with,  you  have  no  gn3mid 
to  complain.      Have  you  not  procured  all  this  to  yoor* 
felf  ?    f  s  iiqt  God  mod  jud  in  allthat  hath  com^  upon 
ytyu  ?  Nary,  if  you  confider  your  fins  and  God's  abfolutd 
dominion  over  you,  you  mutt  own  he  might  have  d^att 
with  you  in  i  fmartcr  manner  than  he  hath  6on^\  in-i 
{lead   of  one  tifR!£lion  you  nnghc  have  had  a  thou'fandJ 
^  3.  L.ook  to  thrmercy  that  is  mixed  with  the  Wd.    It 
rs  a  v^ondehf  that  this  great  Sovereign,  who  is  fo  provdk-* 
ed  by  U8,  (hpuld  aliow  us  any  mercy  at  all|  and'yet.we 
receive  innumerable  benefits  from  him.     Whatever ;bc 
OUT  afflif^ions,  fureiy  they  are  far  Icfs  than  our  iniqui- 
ties* deferve.     Hath  he  caft  your  child  into  the  grave  f 
He  might  juftly  have  thrown  your  foul  into  hell.      It 
b  of  the  Lord's  mercy  you  are  not  confumed.-     Why 
flibiilda  Itring  mantompiain '    Am^n  out  of  a  gravej 
and  out  of  hell  hkewife,  hath  fufely  rto  reafon. 

4*  If  you  compare  your  aiHitHon  with  the  trials  of 

others  of  God**  people  -,  yea,  andthofe  faints  who  have 

^een  niofti  eminent,  your  have  .no.jeafon  to  grudge  atf 

your  lofg.    'You'haiveGno  child  dead,  but  Aaron  (who 

B^cftlledtbei^int'bf  theLord,  Pfal.  cvi.  16.)'  had  twd 

at-a  ibrokc;  -nayv  Job,  whom  God  commends  above  all 

the  lainrs  in  hU  day,  'had  ail  his  children  ilain  by  one 

bk>w,  and  both  theie'^minent  faints'had  thefe  loffiss  by 

^n  immediftM  and  extraordinary  ilroke  from  God.  'Some 

^odiy  ^rentB  havefeen  iheir  children  live  to  prove 

icandah  to>reiigTOn,  and  a  grief  of  mind  to  themfelvds,' 

and  would  hare  thought  it  a  mercy  if  God  had  taken 

them  away  when  young.      Say  not  then,  that  there  is 

no  forrow  like  your  forrow ;  for  the  cup  which  many 

Qthcrs  have  drunk;  hath  had  more  bitter  ingredients  in 

it  than  yours. 

"idiy^  Godfider  that  exceffive  grief  cannot  better  your 
wfcj  it  may!  W*H  make  it  worfc.  If  you  flruggle  a!id 
contend  under  God's  hand,  you  acl  a  fooliilipart  *,  as 
a  boUockunaccuftomcd  to  the  yoke,  tliac  by  his  ftrug^ 

gling 


glfifg  galls  his  neck,  and  makes  the  yoke  the  aBore  uri- 
cafy  \  or  like  a  bird  flattering  m  a  net,  that*  inftead  of 
freeing,  doth  the  more  entanglie  itfelf.  Tims,  by  im- 
moderate forrow  and  fretting  ilnder  the  ftvoke^  joo  fia 
the  more  againft  God|  and  make  your  burden  the  moie 
hea?y. 

^tbiy^  Remember  the  tranfa£iion$  of  thy  fottl  vidi 
God,  in  the  day  thou  enteredft  into  coresaat  with  him* 
When  thou  fawed  thyfelf  on  the  brink  of  hell,  and  a 
burden  of  fin  prefluig  thee  down,  and  no  hope  for  tbee 
but  in  Chrift;  then  your  cry  Hws,   "   NONE  BUT 
CHRIST ;  take  children,  take  relations,  riches,  and  aU 
things  in  the  world  from  me,  and  give  me  Ghrf/l»     I 
give  up  myfelf,  and  all  I  have,  to  be  difpofed  at  thy 
pl^ure  ;  thy  will,  Lord,  ihall  be  my  will,''  &e.    Vow 
God  is  taking  thee  at  thy  word,  and  trying  thy  (incerity 
in  what  thou  faid  and  profefled  to  him  io  fdemti)/. 
He  hath  difpofed  of  thy  dear  relation  as'^pleaied  him: 
O  believer,  doft  thou  rue  the  bargain  i  WouMft  dioa 
take  thy  word  again-?   Where  ia  thy  oofcnanted  A^ 
miiEon  to  the  will  of  God,  imd  thy  piom^Ebd  content* 
flnent  with  all  his  di^ofais  I 

$thiyi  Doft  thou  not  believe  that  a  eoveoantcd  God  is 
better  to  thee  than  aU  the  friends  la  the  wwrld  i  Cm^ 
not  God  foon  make  up  the  greateft  lofs  to  thee,  if  thou 
turn  to  him  by  prayer,  and  pour  out  thy  heart  and  f«r- 
tows. in  his  bofoms  ^  What  arc  the  world's  contorts 
to  God's  comforts  ?  A  linile  of  God's  face  in  fnjet 
can  foon  fweeten  thy  bitter  cup,  and  make  thee  fotjgec 
all  thy  forrows,  P£il.  xciv.  19.  '*  In  the  mnltitiide  of 
my  thoughts  within  me,  thy  comforts  delight  my  foal." 
The  Author  of  the  fulfilling  of  the  fcripiufes,  tells  ttS 
of  one  Patrick  Mackilwras,  an  eminei^  faint  in  the  weft 
of  Scotland,  who  having  IqA  hir  dear  and  only  fao,gst 
to  his  clofet,  and  there  poured  out  his  foul  freely  to  the 
Lord.  When  he  came  out  to  his  friends  at  lengtfi) 
who  were  waiting  to  comfort  him,  and  fearing  hov  he 
would  take  fuch  a  heavy  ftroke,he  returned  from  prsf' 
er  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  and  told  fcMtie  of  bis 
friends,  who  alked  hira  the  reafon  of  his  cheerfulneb, 
^  That  he  had  got  that  in  his  retirement  with  the  Lord, 

that, 


ll^^  ta.h^tc  it  afterwards  renewed^  ht  would-  be-  con* 
tent  to  lofe  a  fon  erery  day.'* 

^69  S^fiottfly  cQufider  tfaot  you  are  but  a  few  days 
journey  befamd  him  fof  wfaom  you  mourn^  and  that 
ypii.  wiU  q.tti<;kly  QTcrtake  htm,  and  be  with  him  agaiiu^ 
.Thia  allayed  David's  (brrow  for  his  child,  2  Sam-  xu« 
23*     *'  I  (hill  go  to  him.^'    It  is  our  expsding  to  lire 
long  kerci  to  enjoy  the  comfort  of  relations^  that  com-^ 
monly  cnakes^  us  grieve  fo  much  for  their  death ;  for,  if 
w^.  Uioked  oa  oonbUesna  meti  that  were  to  dijK  ia  a  few^* 
dajS}  we  would  not  be  fo  much  troubled  for  our  friends^ 
that  are  gone  but  a  little  fpace  beiFore  us.  ^ 

7-  If  your  friemls  arc  gone  to  heaven,  you*  have 
more  reafot^  to  rejoice  with  them  than  to  moufh  for 
them  ;  feeing  they  are  unfpeakably  happier  where  they 
qow  are».  than  they  could  have  been  with  you*  It  is 
tbetiBofl:  feiventidefire  and  w.ifli  of  every  true  Chrif- 
tian  to  be  .la  heaven  v  and,  will  you  gcieve,  becaufc  Cod 
hath  taken  your  ridation  thither,  where  you  deOrc  to 
&  yanxCeiiC  above  all  things?  As  Chrift  (aid  to  his  dit 
q!p^&  before  his  death,  John  xiv.  28.  '^  If  ye  loved  mc^ 
ye  wouCl  rejoice,  becauie  I  go  uoto  the  Father  :**  So,  if 

Jour  departed  friend  could  fpeak  to  you  from  heavenj, 
e  would  fay,  *'  If  you  loved  me  with  a  pure  fpifitual 
loire^  ye  would  rejoice  that  I  am  gone  to  my  Father^' 
where  I  am  more  happy  than  you  can  poflibly  coqceive! 
of  me.** 

.  OlfjeB,  ^'  Had  I  ground  to  think  that  my  friend  is 
^one  to  heaven,  it  would  eafe  me  )  but,  alas,  I  f6a^  ic 
is  othcfjvife.'*  ' 

Anf,  I,  It  doth  not  belong  to  us 'to  dive  into  the  c-*. 
teraal  ftate  and  conditioa  of  thofe  that  are  gone  off  th^ 
llage.  Thefe  fs:cret  things  belong  to  God,  who  exet* 
%Ucth  his  mercy  or  ^juftice  tosivard  fimiers  according  to 
his  ibtrereign  will. 

%.  Suppofmg  the  worft,  you  ought  to  fubmit  to  the 
incomroulable  iovercignty  of  God,  who  hath  mercy  on 
whom  he  will  have  mercy^  and  whom  he  will  he  har-^ 
den^thf.  He  is  of  one  mind,  and  who  can  turfl  him  ? 
The  Lcrd  cut  off  Aaron's  two  fone  in  the  very  aft  of 
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fin  and  rebellion  a^inft  himi  and  yet  Aaron  held  bit 
peace,  and  io  oueht  you. 

3  Whatever  be  the  lot  of  others  hercafi^r,  you  hare 
reafon  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  his  diftinfnti^tvi^  mer- 
cy, in  faring  you  from  thofe  flames  that  others  fall  intr, 
and  giving  you  good  hope  through  grace  of  glorifying 
Ood  abore  for  ever. 


DiRSCT.  Vin.  Let  the  Sickncfs  and  Death  of  others 
be  a  warning  to  you  in  time  of  Health,  to  make 
^e  preparation  for  the  time  of  Sicknefs  and  of 
Dying,  which  is  before  your  hai^d. 

WHEN  you  fee  your  friends  and  neighbours  in  a 
iiekly,  weak^  or  dying  condition,  the  language  of  the 
difpenfation  to  you  that  are  in  health  is,  Prepare  fof 
ficknefs  alfo.    Nay,  the  feeble  voice  of  the  iick  dorh 
proclaim  this  warning  as  loudly,  as  if  they  (hould  lift 
vp  their  voice  like  a  trumpet^  and  fay  to  yoii»  ^  Re- 
member that  you  muft  lie  in  the  fame  cafe  ere  longi 
Jou  muft  alfo  groan  under  pain,  lofe  your  ftrength  and 
eauty,  leave  your  mirth  and  company,  bid  adieu  to  all 
the  world,  and  look  out  for  the  grim  meiTenger  death, 
that  is  coming  to  diifolve  the  earthly  tabernacle,  fend 
the  body  to  lie  in  a  putrifying  grave,  and  the  foul  to 
{land  before  God's  tribunal,  to  be  fentcnced  to  an  end- 
lefsftate.*'  This  will  be  thy  cafe,  O  young  man,  ftrong 
man,  healthful  man,  as  really  in  a  little,  as  it  is  of  thofe 
now  before  your  eyes.     O  how  foon  will  it  come  !— 
What  thoughts  will  you  then  have  of  this  world,  of  fin, 
and  vain  company  ?  Will  any  thing  comfort  you,  then, 
but  the  favour  of  God,  the  love  of  Chrlft,  and  the  re« 
view  of  a  holy  well  fpcnt  life  i  wherefore  do  with  all 
thy  might  now  what  thy  hand  finds  to  do :  employ  the 
time  of  health  well  in  preparing  for  (icknefs,  and  learc 
nothings  to  do  in  time  of  ficknefs,  which  is  a  mod  un- 
fit fealon  for  a  man  to  do  foul- work  and  falvation  wotk 
in. 

I.  I  fliall  begin  with  thofe  of  the  family  where 
the 
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^le  Iiarhmger  cf  death  do  prefently  rcGde.    Surdy  die 
Warnings  d[  (icknef?  and  death  ^ught  to  be  louder  in 
your  ean  than  others,  and  moft  diligently  heai;kened 
iA:&to   by  yout  that  lodge  under  the  fame  roof  with  thi( 
xneflengers  of  the  king  of  terrors,     i*  Remember  that 
Mratd^  .1  Pet.  ▼.  6.    ^*  Humble  yourfelves  therefore  up* 
der  the  mighty  hand  of  God*^    It  well  becomes  guilty 
finncrs,  all  the  members  of  the  family^  to  be  humble  be- 
fore a  holy  Godt  when  he  is  fmiting  any  of  the  num- 
ber. Humbly  acknowledge  his  fovereignty  and  abfolute 
dommion  over  you»  faying,  **  Lord  thou  art  the' author 
and  foander  of  families,  and  thou  mayeft  afii£it  and 
puntOi  them  as  thou  thinkeft  fit.    Thou  Cctteft  the  fo- 
Jitary  in  families,  and  multiplieft  their  number  y  and 
thou  mayeft  dimini(h  them,  yea,  lay  them  defolate  ac- 
^rding  to  thy  pleafure.    Thou  mtghteft  hkve  made  all 
the  members  of  the  family  fick,  as  well  as  one ;  tKou 
nugbteft  have  given  a  deadly  blow  to  parents,  children 
and  fervants  at  once}   yea,  have  made  the  houfe  in 
>vbicb  we  live  a  common  grave,   and  buried   us   all 
together  in  its  ruins."     Humbly  acktiowledge  the  juf« 
tice  and  mercy  of  God  in  the  prefent  vifitation.  **  Lord, 
ioftead  of  one,  we  all  defer vcd  to  have  been  thrown  on 
*  Cck»beds,  and  all  of  us  to  have  been  fmitten  by  death. 
Thou  puniOieft  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve/* 
Acknowledge  alfo  God's  wifdom  and  lo^e  in  the  jirefent 
aSli£tion,  and  humbly  fubmit  to  take  the  cup  which  he 
hath  mingled  for  you.    The  cup  which  our  heavenly 
Father  hath  ordered  fortius  family,  (hall  we  noc  drink 
it  ?    It  is  a  gracious  and  wife  God  that  doth  what  is 
done  in  the  family ;  therefore  it  is  our  part  to  be  dumb> 
uid  noc  to  open  our  mouth  to  quarrel  it." 

a*  The  command  which  the  king  of  Nineveh  gave 
to  all  his  fubjs^s,  when  threatened. with  ruin,  Jpiiah  ilL 
^*  is  very  proper  for  a  mafter  of  a  family  to  give  to  iail 
under  his  charge,  when  Gukncfs  doth  rage  among  them : 
*'  Faft,  and  cry  mightily  to  Gdd,  and  turn  every  one 
from  his  dvil  way  :— Who  Can  tell  if  God  will  turn  a~ 
vay  from  his  fierce  anger,  that  we  perifli  not  i**  wheh 
the  deftroying  angel  gets  a  coAimiflion  to  fmite  famiiiea 
vtth  mortal  aiid  infe£tious  difeaf^s^  which  fomctimet 
G  g  a    ,  go 
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in  it^  that  you  may  be  able  to  ^iA  ap  and  be  gone  frbm 
it  upon  (hort  vratning.  Let  death  find  you  dead  before 
band,  dead  to  the  world.  If  ydar  ailedtons  be  glevcd 
to  the  worldy  it  will  be  a  Tiolent  rending  and  fad  part- 
ing you  will  have  with  it  when  the  dying  hoar  coinetlr 
Tou  will  be  ready,  like  Lot'a  wife,  to  linger,  hanker, 
and  look  greedily  back  again.    - 

4.  Keep  (hort  reckoning  with  God  and  confcieno^ 
that  you  may  not  have  old  fcores  to  reckon  open  whea 
you  come  to  the  deathbed.  O  what  ftinging,  pain, 
and  torment  may  one  fm  unmourned  for  coft  you  at 
that  time !  let  confcience  then  bring  in  the  accouoti 
of  every  day  before  you  fleep,  and  fpeedily  make. op  e- 
very  controverfy  that  may  fall  out  between  God  and  thy 
foul. 

5.  Dwell  much  upon  the  thoughts  of 'death,  that  yaa 
may  learn  to  be  acquainted  and  familiar  with  it,  as  Job 
was,  who  faid,  before-hand,  **  to  corruption.  Thou  art 
my  father;  and  to  the  worm,  Thou  art  my  mother 
and  my  Gfter,''  Job  xviL  14.    For  this  caufe  the  Egj^ 
ttans  ufed  to  place  a  dead  man's  fcull  in  feme  coo- 
fpicuous' place  of  their  rooms*,  like  wife  the  Jews  W 
tbeir  fepiiichres  in  their  gardens  of  pleafure,  that  to  in 
the  mid  (I  of  their  delights  they  might  think,  on  tbdr 
(iying  time.     We  read  of  Philip,  king  of  Maoedon,  that 
ordered  a  page  to  roufe  him  from  fleep  every  morning 
with  thefe  words :  ^*  O  king,  remember  that  thou  ait 
a  mortal  man."    By  this  often  repeated  leflbn  he  la« 
boured  to  humble  his  lofty  mind,  and  make  his  acquain- 
tance with  death,  that  it  might  not  feem  ftrange  or  for* 
prifing  to  him,  when  it  Oioidd  afiaally  come  and  fnatch 
him  away. 

6.  Study  to  fpend  every  day  as  it  were  to  be  y<Htf 
laft,  and  perform  every  duty  as  it  were  the  laft,  ftiH 
looking  on  ficknefs  and  death  as  very  near.  Thit 
which  makes  mod  men  fo  unconcerned  about  fici> 
t>ef$,  death,  and  eternity,  is,  they  view  them  as  things 
afar  otF^  at  thirty  or  forty  yeais  diftance.  ^*  They 
think  their  time  will  be  long  here:  Why  P  they  aie 
healthy,  of  a  flrong  conftitution,  and  their  fatheri 
lived  fo  long)  which  furcly  art  falfe  rules  to  judge 
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faf  »**      It  was  the  ezpe£btion  of  masy  years  that  helped 

on  the  rain  of  that  rich  fool  in  the  gofpeL     It  were  far 

better  for  cvfTy'man  to  Jook  on  btmfelf  as  ftanding 

rvery  day  and  night  at  the  very  door  of  etarnity,  and 

huadrede  of  difeafcs  ready  to  open  the  door  to  let  htm 

tn«     IKThen  you  He  down  at  night»  leave  your  heart  with*  * 

Chrift,  and  compofe  your  fpirlt  fo,  aa  if  you.  were  tiot 

to  aurake  till  the  heavens  were  oo  more ;  for  certainly 

that  pi^ht  cometh,  of  which  you  will  never  fee  the  morn- 

ing,  or  that  morning  of  which  you  will  never  fee  the 

n^iht.     But  which  of  your  mornings  or  nights  thefe 

will  be,  you  know  not^  feeing  your  times  are  not  in  yoi;r 

own  hands. 

7.  Set  apart  fome  time  daily  for  thinking  it^  a' re* 
tired  way  on  your  time  that  is  paft,  and  upon  eternity 
that  iS  to  come.    The  negied  of  this  duty  of  medita* 
tion  and  retired  thinking,  is  vety  prejudicial  both  to  the 
gpdly  ^^^  ungodly.     It  was  David's  pra&ice  to  think, 
and  to  think  upon  his  ways ;  which  engaged  him  to  re- 
form .whatever  he  found  amifs  in  themi  Pfal.  czix.  59, 
Oh  I  it  is  the  ruin  of  many  a  foul,  JSiey  are  utter  ft  ran- 
gers to  this  way  of  thinking.     I  have  read  of  a  father^ 
who  on  his  death-bed  left  it  as  a  folemn  charge  upon 
hia  only  fon,  (who  was  a^prodigal)  that  he  (hould  fpend 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  every  day  in  retired  thinking,  and 
kt  him  chufe  any  fubjed  he  pleafed.    The  fon  thinks 
this  an  eafy  taik,  undertakes  it,  and  after  his  father*s 
death  fet  himfelf  to  perform  his  promife :  One  day  he 
thinks  upon  his  by^paft  pleafures;  another  day  he  con* 
trives  his  future  delights ;  after  a  while  he  begins  to 
think  ferioufly  what  might  be  his  father's  deGgn  in  lay- 
ing this  taflc  upon  him  :  At  length,  he  thinks  his  father 
was  a  wife  and  good  man,  and  therefore  he  furely  in- 
tended and  hoped,  that,  among  the  reft  of  his  medita- 
tions, he  would  fome  time  or  other  think  of  leligion. 
When  this  had  truely  poflefied  his  tlioughts,  one  thought 
and  queftion  comes  upon  the  back  of  another,  about  his 
by*pa(l  life  and  future  ft  ate  that  he  could  not  contain 
himfelf  in  fo  ihort  a  confinement,  but  was  that  night 
vi'ithout  ileep  -,  ve^,  and  afterwards  could  have  no  reft 
tiU  he  became  lerioully  teligious.    O  that^I  could  per- 

fyadc 
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filadc  aU  cardefs  and  imliu&kiiig  foulB  U> .  f^  and  il# 
liiewife  !  Ah,  how  many  fpend  tfa^r  day»  in  a.  bf$^ 
a^out  worldly  al^s,  and  periQi  for.^ifant  of  ^tfaiaik«- 
ijig ! 

8*  Amon|  otber  iulijeids  of  yoar  fetbed.  tbcMji^aib; 
fpexi4  rome  rime  in  thinkings,  how  awful  and  t««qMc> 
thing  it  muft  be  for  a  {>oor  Chtiftlsfs  foul  Co  iBalce  -iti. 
appearance  before  an  angry  God  after  death  :  For  wbf^^ 
(faid  the  Prophet)  can  dwell  with  devouring  fise  ^  .  Whfi^ 
(*an  abide  with  everlafting  burnings  ?  I  have  read .  of  a  * 
certam  king  of  Hungary,  who  being  on  a  time  maxvefpr     ^^ 
loo-fly  ifid  and  heavy ^  lua  brotbeti,  who  was  a  bviikaod 
gallant  man,  would  needs  know  the  reafbn :    *^  Oh* 
brother,  (faid  he)  I  ba^e  been  a  great  Gmi^  agai»& 
God,  and  I  know  not  how  I  {hail  appear  befose  iui* 
judgment-^eat."    His  brother  anfweredt  **  Xb^fc  w^(k 
but  melancholy  thoughts  v"  and  ib  j&ade  light  o£.thei%' 
as  moft  courtiers  ufe  to  do.    The  king  UfHed  .notbiag; 
at  that  time ;  but  the  cuftom  of  that  country  was*,  (the 
government  being  abfolute)  if  the  e&ecutioner  foufldad 
strumpet  at  a  maal  door,  he  was  prefeatly  to  be  led< 
to  execution.    Tlie  king  fent  the  executiooer  ia  tbtf. 
dead  of  the  nighti  and  caufed  hira  to  found  his  truoh^ 
pet  befbre  his  brother's  door^  who  hearing  and  fe^og 
the  mefTenger  of  death,  fprang  in  trembling  into  bi& 
brother's  prefence,  falls  down  upon  his  knees,  and  be- 
feeches  the  king  to  let  him  know  wherein  he  had  of- 
fended him.     *^  O  brother  (faid  the  king)  you  never 
offended  me,  but  loved  me ;  bat  is  the  fight  of  an  earth-. 
)y  executioner  fo  tertible  to  thee ;  and,  mall  not  I.  who 
am  fo  great  a  fmner,  fear  much  more  to  be  brooght^to 
the  judgment-feat  of  an  angry  God  ^*' 

9.  Think  often  how  religioufly  men  life  to  wiih  they 
had  lived  when  they  come  to  the  fick  .and  dyiog 
time.  Thofe  wht»  have  fpent  their  time  mo(lcatelefsly» 
begin  to  have  other  notions  of  religion  when  they  iee 
the  grim  meflenger  approaehing'.  Go  to, their  bed-, 
fides  and  aflc  them.  Whether  floth  or  diligence,  for*, 
mality  or  fervency,  drinking  or  prayer,  loyiog  the 
world  or  loving  Chrift,  be  the  bdt «  would  they  not 

tell 


telt  yop,  that  there  9re  none  fo  wife  z»  they  that  are 
fiDoft  religious  '  Thinks  O  man  in  h^ahk,  with  thyfelf^ 
if  thou  was  juft  now  upon  thy  death-bed,  and  faweft » 
tby  friend?  (landing  mourning  round  about  ^hce,  but 
lui'^ble  to  help  thesy  what  woud  be  thy.thoughts  a;id 
difcQurfe  at  that  time  ?  O  then,  let  fonie  pf  the  fame 
thoughts  and  difcourfe,  (ill  up  erery  day  and  hour  of  thy 
life  now.  Why  ?  Thou  knoweft  not  but  this  momer^t 
thou  msiyeft  He  as  near  de»th  a^  if  thy  friepds  and  phy 
ficians  likewife  were  defpairing  of  thy  lifci  and  had  given 
you  over  for  d<ad« 

10.  Be  employed  now  in  fighting  the  good  fight  o( 
{allh.  Tou  hvfc  many  eneaiiei  to  deal  with«  and 
^eath  is  the  Uft  of  them.  Would  you  obtain  the  yic- 
•ory  over  Acm  ?  Then  get  on  the  Chriftian  armour, 
|nd  nnake  much  ufe  of  the  (hield  of  fsiith*  We  read  i^ 
the  book  of  Eflher,  that  king  Ahafuerus  wou)d  not  recal 
the  prQclamation  he  had  emitted  againft  the  J^ws  *,  but 
he  gsLwe  them  full  hberty  tq  take  up  arhis  to  defend 
tbemfelves,  and  attack  tncir  encniies  ;  So  here,  Goct 
Vrill  licit  recal  the  fentence  qf^  death  he  hath  p^fled  on 
all  nncn  in  the  garden ;  hut  neve rthelef^  he  allows,  yea^ 
cooiniiifionates  all  true  Ifraelitqs  to  take  up  arms  a- 

E^iuft  deatl>,  to  concjuer  aod  trample  it  uncfer  foot  by 
ith.  '  . 

Lqfi/y^  Be  diligent  now  in  health,  providing  and  lay* 
ing  up  a  ftock  againft  the  timf  of  fi^knefs  and  af^idion  $ 
which  may  contribute  to  your  comifortablc  living  then 
when  the  world's  good  things  will  be  taftelcfs  and  com* 
fortlcfs  to  you.  As  they,  who  have  a  voyage  to  go,  da 
yidual  the  (hip,  and  thofe  who  have  a  fiege  to  hold  put, 
take  in  provifjop  ;  even  fo  do  you. 

I.  Get  a  Rock  of  graces  againft  that  time,  efpecially 
a  ftock  of  Faith,  of  patience,  of  humility,  felf  denial, 
&c.  There  will  be  ufe  for  all  thcfe  then.  A  little 
grace,  or  a  little  fiith,  is  not  enough :  for  this  will 
faint  under  great  afSiftions.  Wc  read.  Matt  liv.  that, 
when  the  winds  began  to  btew  fietcely,  Peter's  httic 
faith  began  to  fail.  Yon  have  need  ef  a  great  meafure 
of  patience  againft  that  time,  that  you  may  wait  pa- 
tiently on  God  till  he  come  to  your  relief*  You  know 
Vol,  I.  H  h  no; 
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not  but  he  may  lenj^then  out  your  trials^  3|ncl  .tarry  till 
t)ie  fottrth  watch  of  the  night  before  he  oofne  with  defi* 
Terence. 

a.  Provide  a  Rock  of  evidences  or  inark^  of  gracC| 
4nd  of  the  love  of  God»'  that  you  may  be  able  to  aflert 
your  mtereft  in  FTim  as  your  portion  in  Qiriil,  mid  may 
be  perfuaded  that  neither  death  nor  life  will  ever  fepa- 
rate  you  from  him. 

3.  Get  a  (lock  of  diviAe  experiences.  Lay  up  afl  the 
experiences  you  have  had  of  God's  loving«kindnefs»  and 
tbefe  will  gi?e  greater  relief  and  encouragement  to  tbe 
ibul  in  the  day  of  dtftrefs. 

4.  Lay  up  a  ftock  of  fcrmons.  Trcafure  up  the 
counfels  and  cordials  which  they  brin^  you  from  God's 
word,  that.fo  you  may,  according  to  Ifa.  zlii.  23.  l^ar 
fir  the  time  to  come ;  and  efpecially  for  Tick-beds,  when 

you  cannot  get  fermons  to  hear.  Then  it  i;:,  that  yoa 
ought  to  live  and  feed  upon  the  fermons  you  hare 
Keard«' 

5.  'Lay  up  a  (lock  of  prayers.  Be  much  in  wrcft* 
ling  with  God  for  help  and  through- bearing  in  the  day 
of  afflt£lion;  and  fo  you  may  expe£);  the  gracious  re- 
turns thereof  in  the  day  of  calamity. 

9*  Provide  a  ftock  of  promifes.    Be  now  gatherinK 
^tidt  fweet  cordials  from  God's  word,  lay  them  up  in 
your  heart  and  memory»,and  they  will  be  very  refrcfb- 
-  ing  and  fupporting  to  you  in  the  day  of  afflidioD* 


Direct*  IX.  L^t  thofe  whp  are  in  health  fet  aboQttbe 
work  of  Repentance,  and  turning  to  God  in  Chrift 
ttmeoufly  and  quickly :  And  beware  of  delapflg 
this  work  until  the  titpe  of  ficknefs  and  dying. 

GOD'i  command  to  you  is,  to  fet  aboqt  .the  vfcA 
prefently  without  any  delay,  Heb.  ill.  ij.  •<  To-day  tf 
jrou  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts/'  Vi^^\^ 
xxu  a8.  '*  Go  work  to  day  in  my  vineyard.*'  EccI* 
xii.  I.  ''  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  d&ye  of  thy 
jouth/'  '  Well,  God's  voice  to  you,  O  mtin  in  health  is 
'      '  today. 
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tCKday.  ]^  u t  the  AvrXt  voioe  is  to-  morrow  And  whicb 
cdftlie  two  vriH  you  hearken  to  i  fuceljr  it  is  ybur  wi£- 
dom  to  obey  the  voice  of  your  Greater  and  Friend^  anci 
not  of  your  enemy  and  deftroyen  Why  f  To-day  thoi^ 
arc  in  health,  to-morrow  thou  mayeft  be  in  ficknefsi 
to  day  thou  art  on  earth,  lo-morrow  thou  mayeft.be  ia 
^ell ;  to-day  Chrift  is  inviting  you  to  come  to  biin,  top 
morrow  he  mav  be  fentencing  you  to  depart  from  him. 
And  confider,  mat  the  devili  who  tempts  you  to  delay 
?this  day,  vili  be  as  ready  to  tempt  you  to  the  fame,  to* 
morrow^  and  fo  the  devil's  K>* morrow  will  never  come* 
It  wUl  ftill  be  to-morrow  with  him  till  the  lad  hour^ 
thatTo  he  may  get  you  beguiled  out  of  your  whole  tioife 
and  falvation  together. 

Here  I  ftiall  endeavour  two  things  :  i.  Bring  argur 
roents  to  perfuade  you  to  repent  and  clof^  with  the  ^^ 
fers  of  Chrift  prefently,  without  any  delay,  as  G6d  re« 
quires*  2.  Shew  the  evil  and  danger  oi.  delaying  tin 
^e  time  of  ficknefs  and  of  dying.  As  to  the  firfti  vif  * 
arguments  for  pjefent  repentance^  and  againft  delaying 
the\fotk~:  .     -  ,  •      ^ 

I.  ConGder  the  ancMainty  qf  your  life  and 'time  to 
*  repent.    Tour  life  is  but  a  vapouT,  a  little  warm  breath  ' 
that  is  going  out  and  in  at  your  noftrils>  which. may  be 
Hopped  by  death  ere  you  be  aware  \  thou  knowciit  not 
%hat  will  be  to-morroW|  Prov.  xxvii.  i  •    It  was  the  fay- 
ing of  a  gqdly  man,  when  invited  to  a  fea(i  upoa  the 
morroWi  *'  I  have  not  had  a  morrow  iat  theie.  niaay 
^ears«**  It  was  a  bad  ufe  thefe  Epicufeans  made  of  this 
nDcertainty,  Ifa*  xxii.  13.  *^  Let  Us  eat  and  drink  for  to« 
morrow  we  ihaUdie."  Ic  ismuch  wi(er  tofay,  '*  httxki 
ptaf  and  torn  to  the  Lord,  for  to-morrow  we  {hall  die." 
■  Nay^  you  have  no  fecurity  for  one  hour  to  repent  in  ji 
for  God  hath  a  thoufaod  difeafes  and  accidents  ready  to 
Hop  your  breath  and  end  your  days,  whenever  he  pleaf- 
eth  to  give  jhem  orders.    There  are  many  fecur^  fin- 
iiefs,  who  prefumeooi  Toi^  life»  but  there  are  none 
iKarer  to  deftrudlion  than  fuch;  for  Godioves  to  <ifif« 
appolnt  thpfe  that  promife  thcmf^Ives  a  long  life  in  fin 
^  and  impenitencyi  as  he  did  that  rich  man  who  was}ay« 
ifig  up  lor  maay  yearsy  Luke  xii.  19.  *^  This  night  A^^lt 
^      Hha  lUy 


5144^  tHBtmp  to  triMk- 

thv  Ibdl  be  required  df  thee.**  Atfd  O  vfait^datk^ 
dUmaY  tughc  wiH  it  be,  if  death  comes  befcrc  thy  lepeob 
tdnce !'  O  tn^n,  th^  never  dtdft  lie  d(»wn  ^ne  ntfiifab 
^th  affurance  6f  tifin^  apiin  ;  thou  netrtf  tfidfl  drtir 
one  breMh  With  aflUniiice  of  drawing  ftrtotber.  M^ttk 
fntdtiefsil  it  then  to  defy  fakation  work  ome  daf  or 
himr  Ibn^er,  sind  fo  to  leare  the  wetghtieft  matter  ki  die 
worM  at  the  preateft  uncertainty  ! 

!•  Crtnfider,  that  though  Ood  in  Ins  ^oodcrM. 
m6rcfi)nd)»atitnce  fhould  pi^olong  yout  days«  yet -the 
hihgeft  life  is  OiOrt  enough  fov  the  worlc  yon  have  to  do, 
fiippofc  you  bfegin  it  prttenrty.  Nay,  had  you  MethiH 
fahsni^  yekrs  td  fpetid,  they  would  ht  nr)  nrare  thafl 
fufficirnt  to  repent  and  mourn  Ibr  the  fins  Sind  |;ix3t 
which  yoo  have  been  fo  long  contracting)  tt>'perfana 
and  amend  the  many  things  that  have  hctti  amiis ;  to 
perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  you  \  to  flnke  fine 
your  calHng  and  ele^on,  and  pat  your  fouls  in  a  ^poi 
pofture  and  preparation  for  an  eternal  ftate^  and  get 
them  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritanee  of 
the  faints  in  light.  Now,  do  you  think  that  ail  thb 
vrork  can  be  done  in  an  inftant,  or  in  a  time  tff  ficknefc 
or  old  agCi  when  you  are  hardly  fit  to  do  any  thnig  ?«^ 
When  a  man's  fpirit  is  unable  to  bear  die  infirmities  ef 
natute,  hofr  will  he  be  able  to  bear  the  ladies  of  ag«9' 
ty  confcienoe,  or  a  wounded' fpirit  i  When  the  uwler* 
ftandtng  is  weak,  the  memory  frail,  the  will  obftinate^ 
ly  bent  the  wrong  way»  by  a  long  cuflofn  of  finning 
and  ne^e£Hng  of  duty  ;  will  that  be  a  fit  time  to  he% 
gin  the  wotk  of  repentance  and  converGon  to  God  i 
when  nature  is  decayed,  afid  the  candle  of  life  jaft 
finking  in  the  focket,  will  yoil  begin  then  toad  for  Ood»  • 
and  make  your  light  flitne  before  men  to  his  glory  I  O 
remember,  pur  work  is  long,  your  time  is  ftort,  and 
though  you  begin  this  very  hour,  you  will  have  no  time 
to  fpare. 

3*  Oehy  not  this- work,  becatlfe  it  is  not  in  yoat 
power  to  do  it  when  you  pleafe.  It  is  a  delufion  of  die 
devil,  to  insagine  yoo  miy  repent  when  yonwiil.  No> 
o^ }  it  is  God  only  that  jpveth  repentance,  and  hegires 
it  when,  and  to  whom  be  plcafcthi  ^da  v«  %u  Aod 


tr  w^  mkftt  fCVtAreMore^  tf  e^rlie  ^t  h  ton  Mby* 
lUf  j^tHier,  It  "fin*  ii^  i$.  Wketi  it  it  ihatyeu  may 
kwe  ho]^  he  will  ^ive  repeniaiice,  but  when  ke  calii 

iiQf#^  that  ist  to-day.    ^  To*4ay)  tf  ye  Vill  liear  hi» 

mice  I  Now  i»  the  accepted  ttmei  now  is  the  day  ofM^ 

tzAoms*    lVAiy»  when  God  19  calling,  and  the  Spiftt 

ftming,  U  the  time  of  finding  the  Lord,  and  ^tttng  fe«  ' 

ptatance  fnMn  him.    To-morrow  it  may  be  too  late ; 

the  LiOtd's  iiand  may  be  clofedt  and  the  door  of  metcy- 

ftmt*     If  yott  reAtfe  tlie  Spirit  when  he  ftrives  with 

you,  he  may  leave  ycnx,  and  never  put  another  feKiona 

tliMght  4A  your  heart  of  turning  to  the  Lord.    O  de^ 

fet  m>t  feeking  repentance  fill  it  be  too  iaee  ;  for  them 

b  a^ime  when  the  Lord  will  not  be  found,  and  then 4^ 

pentunce  will  not  be  foun^,  though  you  feek  it  with  teairti 

Ilideisd*  God  hath  ptomifed  mercy  td  penitent  finaers  | 

but  fae  hath  no  where  promifed  the  :iid«  of  his  giaoe 

atid  Spirit  to  thein  that  p«rt  ofr  their  lepentailice  t  mmd 

ht  h«th  no  where  promifed  acoeptatice  to  oKtc  grief 

and  fotrow  for  fin,  without  faith  and  fruits  meet  (oi  n^r 

pettttmee  %  be  hMfa  no  wher«  promifed  to  pardeti  thofe^ 

who  «t  iaft  promife  to  leave  their  fine,  when  •ihey  can 

beep  them  no  longer. 

4*  Tlw  longer  repentance  Md  clofing  with  Gfarift  it 
delayed,  •the  dmcuUy  thereof  ii  every  day  iaomafed.— * 
Vrhj  i  I.  Bceaufe  of  the  deceitful  nature' of  6n,  which 
doik  duiiy  bewitch  and  harden  the  heait  more  and  more 
in  the  praAioe  of  it.  •  1.  Cudom  in  any  thing  hath  a 
fttiuige  influence  en  «s,  and  becomes  a  lund  o£  feeond 
iitttre,  and  breeds  an  aloioft  invifible  tnclmation  f 
Wharfoever  we  have  long  addided  ourfelves  iinto^  whi« 
ifaer  it  be  in  adiofi  naf urai  or  moral*  Henee  Ovid 
|ffct  cliat  good  adviee. 

^frofetA^  nt€  H  ^tnHtt»s  i^ftr  fie  horM9\ 

Be  fpeedy  \  put  tiet  oflF  till  another  time  r 
He  who  is  not  prepared  to  doy»  will  be  mere  un« 
prepared  tO'inortow* 

He 


He  thtt  goes  on  from  day  to-day,  i<^  fio^  wiU£nd^ 
iidifpoiition  to  repent  daily  iocre^tedy  the  habits  of  fin 
ftrengthened>  and  himfclf  bipoght  at  length  uodcr  the 
^wet  of  an  inveterate  €uftom«    And  if  it  be  liard  :ta 
break,  anf  cttftom^  much  more  a  cuilom  in  finni)^ 
which  is  fa  agreeable,  to  depraved  nature.  Hepc^  £utii 
theSiHrit-of  God,  Jcr.  a^iii.  23.    '^  Can  the  Ethiopiaa 
ehanfse  his  lkin«  or  the  Leopard  hi«  fpots  i    Then  ouif 
ye  alfo  do  good*,  that  are  accuftomed  to  do  eviL"     3« 
The  longer  SataA  keeps  pofieiiioni  the  more  difficult  «^ 
his  ejection  prove.    The  devils  that  pofle0ed  the  man 
froQ)  the  womb  up,  could  not  be  caft  out  but  by  fo^ie 
CJLtraordinary  way.    4.  Delays  bring  onfpint«al  jodg* 
ments  from  God,  fuch  as  judicial  hardnefs  on  the  hearty 
whkh  will  make  repentance  impoflible,  according  to 
that  terriUe  place»  l£i.  vi.  9.  10.   *<  Make  the  heart  of 
this  people  fat/'  &c'    Which  is  quoted  po  lefs  than  fix 
dmea  in  the  New  Teftament,  as  if  it  belonged  onlf  to 
them  that  linger  and  fit  impenitent  under  gofpel^calls* 

Lq/Uji  We  would  reckon  fuch  delays  madneis  in 
earthly  affairs>  which  are  but  trifles  when  compared  to 
falv«tion*work.  If  a  man's  boufe  were  on  fire,  we  would 
^oUnt.him  mad,  if  he  would  fayj  it  is  time  enough  to 
quench  it  to-morrow :  or  if  he  were  ftung  with  a  ve-* 
Aemous  ferpent,  he  would  be  mad  that  aegleded  to 
iieek  a  prefent  cure :  or,  if  he  had  got  poifoo  in  hisfto- 
machi  he  would  never  think  he  could  fopn  enough  to* 
mil  it  up.  If  a  malefaAor  were  condemned  to  a  cruel 
death  to-mosrow,  but  had  a  promife  of  a  remlflioDj  if 
J)c  ihould  look  after  it  to  day  ^  would  he  be  fo  fooliih 
«s  delay  it  till  next  morning  i  But  how  much  neater 
madnefi  is  it  to  delay  repenting  and  fleeing  to  Cbrifti 
when  God's  calls  and  promifcs  relate  to  tbk  prefent 
Cimei  and  our  danger  in  deUyipg  is  infinitely  greater 
than  in  any  of  the  forefaid  cafes  r  Surely  there  is  no 
fting  fo  d^gcrous^  no  poifon  fo  deadly  as  fio-^.  andca^ 
wc  too  ibon  feek.  after  the  balm  of  Gilead,  fhe  blood  of 
'Chriftior  its  cure  r  There  is  no' death  like  the  iecqnd 
deathi  no  fire  fo  dreadful  as  the  eternal  fire  of  Cod*s 
wrath  ^  now  this  fire  is  already  kindled  against  .year  . 
■        •  •  ,Vf9HUi 
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.fotfls  ;'  and  if  Jt  be  not'titticcmflf  qfafenichcd,  tt  #ffl  1>arn 

to  tlie  lowed  TieU.    Lofe  no  time  to  get  it  eattingaithed, 

by  fleeing  to  the  Wood  of  Jefas. 

~  II.   The  next  thin^  is  to  Oiow  the  evil  aftid  chTijjercrf 

deljiying  this  work  until  the  time  of  ficknefs  tlxA  dfiftg: 

Al^s,  It  is  the  cottimon  praGice  of  the  moft  pan  I  but 

conCdt^r^  i.  What  wretched  ingratitude  and  bafenelii 

*erc  is  hi  it.     Whether  is  tt  fit  ye  ftould  gire  the  bcft 

tX  your  time  ta  Gt)d  that  made  yoii,  or  to  the  deril  that 

fee^a  your  deftruftton  ?  li  it  rcaforiaMe  that  the  detfl 

flicruld  feaft  on  the  flower  and  prime  of  your  youth  and 

ftrength,  and  your  Creator  have  no  other  but  the  frag. 

tnents  of  the  dcvLrs  table  ?    When  the  dregs  of  yottr 

ttm^  arc  come,  your  ftrengthgone,  your  fenfe?  failed^ 

-    your  tinderftanding  and  memory  weak,  your  affe^liotift 

fpent  upon  the  creature-,  yea,  when  you  are  good  for  no* 

thin^  eife;  will  ye  be  \o  bafe  as  think  you  are  then 

good  enough  for  God,  and  for  falration*work,  which 

Ttquires  all  your  ftrength  artd  might/  But  lemember, 

if  yQu  be  fo  bafe  as  to  refenre  the  dregs  of  your  time  for 

God,  you  may  expeft  he  wiW  be  fa  juft  as  torefcrre  the 

drejgs  of  his  wrathfor  you,  according  to  that  word,  MaU 

1;  74.  •*  Cuirfed  be  the  deceiver,  which  hath  in  his  flock 

ii  male,  and  facnficeth  unto  the  Lord  a  corrupt  thing." 

Tour  youth,  fttength,  health,  gifts,  talents,  ate  the  males 

of  the  tfock ;  if  you  give  thcfc  to  the  devil,  and  re- 

fcTYCthc  wcakncis  of  ficknefs  and  old  age  for  God,  you 

draw  dbwft  his  cutfe  upon  your  heads  r  At)d  hew  long 

will  pu  be  able^o  bear  up  under  the  weight  of  :Ood*t 

Cttifc  ?  Now,0  delaying  iinners,  why  ftiould  you  bt;.fo 

ungrateful  to  God, 'and  injurious  to  yourfelve^^  God 

had  earty  thoughts  of  mercy  to  you ;  and  will  yon  have 

nothinrbut  late  thoughts  of  duty  to  bim?'Cbnft  did 

not  deter  his  dying  for  us  till  he  was  old ;  -and  (hall  u« 

"defer  Kvitig  to  him,  tUl  we  be  oldV  Oh,  we  do  not  deal 

^th  God  as  we  would  have  him  deal  with  us.     When 

*wt  h^ed'help  In  tmuble,  we  cry,  as  Pfal.  cii.-  2  ^*  Lord 

;hear  tae ;  in  the  day  when  1  call,  ahfwer.me  fpeedily.'* 

!To-day  ^eilW  make  the  feafon  of  incrcy,  but  to  mor- 

•    TOW  flire  ffittfon  for  duty;  -  Whenrmcrcy  is  delayed,  wp 

Impatiently  cry,  how  long  ?  how  long  ?  Wc  will  not 

wait 


a«8  e^^hmi^J^^fifdk 

wtit  G^'$  hfAj  letO^,  Bur,  a'as!  ««  vviild  hm 
Gcd  to  wait  our  finfuY  leifiire.  Oh  ler  tts  be  aflmndi 
of  fuch  difingenuous  deal'iigfi  with  got  Creator. 

2*  Death  may  fttt  a  eommiffion  to  take  fou  off  ibd- 
denly,  without  p? injt  f  ou  any  tiirc  to  repent     Yoa  mt 
not  Aire  to  fee  the  evening  ftar  of  fickoefs»  bcfeie  thi 
night  of  df  ath  ovr rCakr  yon,  or  that  yon  wiU  hare  uy 
warning  given  you  before  the  fatal  ftwke.     For  ho# 
many  arc  there  who  projeft  long  lirca^  and  kok  fof 
time  hrfore  death  to  repent,  tbar  get  a  fttrprifing  call  ta 
reoMwe  from  the  earthly  tabernacle^  and  bwfc  Mot  one 
minute  to  pronde  mother  lodging  ?    How  many  an 
drowned  by  a  fudden  ftorm  at  lea  ?     And  bow  many 
killed  by  outward  accidenta  on  land  f    Soire  drop  do«Q 
fuddenly  in  the  (Ireets  \  fome  die  fitting  in  their  chain  ^ 
fo«ie  go  well  to  bed  at  night,  arid  never  fee  tlic  momi&gi 
fome  die  aa  quickly  by  a  £t  of  an  epilepfy  or  ajxipleiyt 
IS  if  (hot  with  a  gun,     l'hu8  thoufand«  arc  borriod  imo 
eternity^  and, presented  before  atribuna),  without  being 
allowed  to  much  time  as  to  think  one  ferious  thoogbt»or 
fpeak  one  word  ?  not  one  mo^pent  toconfider  wb^  tkej 
are  going,  or  to  ery  to  God  for  mercy.    And  iiow  k^oir 
you  but  this  may  be  your  cafe  at  death  ?  Muft  k  not  hi 
the  greateft  folly  then»  to  dei9y  your  repentance  tea 
dying  time,  when  your  life  may  not  be  one  minute  te» 
ger?  , 

3.  Though  yoa  n-iay  have  fome  time  to  lie  op  6A^ 
btds,  how  know  ye  but  your  ficknefs  n)ay  be  ^Mch  M 
jhall  incapacitate  you  for  fpiritual  woA  }  Some  we  fee 
are  fo  opprcfTed  with  continual  flumbering  apdileepioSi 
even  ^hen  death  is  neareO,  that  they  arc  in  no  cik  to 
thirk  or  fpeak  of  tbefe  things  that  belong  to  tbeir  etei^ 
toal  ftatt.  Others,  in  high  feversi  are  troi^kd  with  tat* 
ii^s ;  and  have  no  ufe  of  their  rea^oni  fo  that  riiey  are 
not  capable  to  fettle  their  worldly  afEurs;  and  how  muck 
]efs  are  they  fit  to  fecure  their  foul's  eternal  concerns  at 
that  tihie  ?  Some  agairii  are  fo  racked  with  ettttm^ 
pains  and  agonies,  impatient  frettings»  and  latter  unea&* 
nefs,  that  tbey  cuinot  get  one  fettled  thought  aboitf 
their  fouls  prefent  or  future  ftate.  Others  ^se  fo  filled 
with  tenor  and  amazementf  at  the  view  of  ^proscbing 
death  and  eternity,  that  they  cannot  compofe  their 

thougbw 


anJ  Nt^iAowrrtfibe  Sick,  249 

tkBUffhtSf  to.exMnine  themfelvesi  confefs  their  fins,  ad; 
fttth  m.a  Ssiviouri  or  follow  any  diredion  that  is  given 
them ;  but  go  off  the  ftage  in  a  confuGoni  being  incapa- 
ble to  do  any  thing  to  purpofe  for  their  fouls*  Some 
their  diftemper  ie  fuch,  that  they  are  brought  to  a  great 
ftiait  between  t^ie  >vord  of  God  &nd  the  phyftcian.  The 
WDtd  of  God  and  his  miniflers  tell  theoiy  if  they  do  not 
mourn  for  their  fins,  and  wreflle  for  mercy,  they  cannot 
be  faved :  but,  faith  the  phyfician,  if  you  trouble  your* 
folf  with  fad  and  melancholy  thoughts,  yon  prejuHice 
ycmr  body,  and  hazard  your  life.  O !  is  this  a  fit  time 
then  to  begin  your  preparation  for  another  world  ? 

4.  The  Spirit  of  God  being  long  redded  and  tcx* 
ed  by  many  in  the  day  of  health,  he  is  provoked  to  leave 
them  on  death  beds  to  the  hardnefs  of  their  own  hearts: 
and,  fo  they  remain,  like  (locks  and  ftones,  dead  and 
ftupid  to  the  laft. 

5.  The  devil,  that  was  bufy  all  your  lives  to  keep 

50U  from  repentance,  will  not  be  idle  at  this  time  >  nay» 
e  will  be  more  a£live  then  than  ever  to  ruin  you,  either, 
by  caufing  you  to  fplit  on  the  rock  of  prefumption  or  of 
deipair.  Sometimes  he  will  tell  fmners  then,  "  You 
need  not  trouble  youifelves  about  your  fouls  :  God  is 
more  merciful  than  to  damn  you  -,  the  repentance  you 
have  already,  will  ferve  the  turn."  But  if  this  will  not 
quiet  them,  he  will  ftudy  to  drive  them  to  defpair,  by 
telling  them,  "  They  have  loft  the  fcafon  of  repen- 
tance and  clofmg  with  Chriil ;  and  now  there  is  no  re« 
niedy,  no  hope  for  them,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  ufe  any  , 
further  means."  O  then,  do  not  hearken  to  Satan  now, 
when  he  tempts  you  to  delay  your  repentance. 

6.  Whatever  appearance  of  repentance  fome  dying 
peribns  may  have,  let  that  be  no  encouragement  to  put 
off  till  that  time.  Why,  there  lieth  a  iuft  iufpicion  upon 
a  late  repentance,  that  it  is  feldom  (A)und  and  fincere* 
It  ia  no  found  work,  that  arifetb  more  from  fears  of  hell, 
thm  from  any  real  hatred  of  Cm  ^  more  from  love  to 
felf,  tfaanlove  to  God.  And  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  death- 
bed repentance  is  moilly  of  *thi8  fort,  feeing  ordinarily  it 
cODfilteth  more  in  grief  and  fear,  prayers  and  promifes^ 
than  in  a  hearty  loathing  of  fm,.  love  to  holinefs^  or  will- 

VoL.  I.  I  i  ingnefs 
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ingnefs  to  accept  of  Jcfus  Chrift  :  For  have  wc  Hot  fccti 
many  of  thefe  pepitentSi  who,  in  the  view  of  death,  have 
profeiTed  great  jjiprrow  for  their  wicked  livesi  and  made 
folemn  promifes  of  amendment  >  yet  when  they  have" 
happened  to  recover,  all  their  righteoufnefs  hath  vani(h- 
ed|  and  they  have  returned  to  their  former  Gns  as  greedi« 
]y  as  ever  i  And,  O  delaying  (inneri  what  ground  have 
you  to  think  that  your  deathbed  repentance  will  be  any 
better  than  theirs  r  Be  wife  then  in  time,  fet  heartily 
about  falvation-work  in  the  day  of  your  healthy  and  do 
not  leave  the  weightieft  work  to  the  weakeft  time.' 

ChjeEl.  I.  "  But  hath  not  God  promifed  mercy  to 
then,  that  repent  of  their  (ins  at  any  time  ?" 

Anf.  Yes,  to  them  that  repent  truly  and  finccrely: 
But  do  not  think  that  it  is  in  your  power  to  repent  10^ 
at  any  time  you  pleafe  ;  no,  it  is  impoflible  you  can  do 
it  without  the  influence  and  aflidance  of  the  Spirit  of 
God*  And  God  hath  no  where  promifed  this  to  thofe 
that  put  off  their  repentance  to  a  death  bed.  There  is 
a  great  difference  between  a  fick  man's  homing  upon 
Lis  bed,  and  fmcerc  gofpel- repenting.  I  grant,  true 
repentance  is  never  too  late ;  but  O  !  late  repentance 
ib  feldom  true.  True  repentance  is  that  which  hath  a 
care  to  walk  holily,  01  hath  work  meet  for  repentance 
joined  with  it.  Hence  repentance  is  not  only  called 
Mdanoia^  a  change  of  mind  \  but  alfo  MetameUia^  an 
tfrer  care.  Now  for  a  death  bed  repentance,  that  hath 
1.0  fuch  holy  care  ot  good  works,  I  know  no  promife  in 
the  Bible  that  annexeth  falvation  unto  it. 

Oljecl.  II.  "  Do  not  we  read  inChrift's  parable  of 
the  labourers,  Mat.xx.  that  fomc  were  hired  and  brought 
irito  the  vineyard  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  got  the 
fan  e  reward  with  tl.cfc;  that  were  hired  at  the  third  and 
fjxth  hour  V' 

Aif.^  I .  Thtfe  that  were  brought  in  fo  late,  could 
fcy  for  ihenifcivcs,  ver.  6.  *'  that  no  man  had  hired 
them,"  or  had  ofFcied  to  hire  them  before  ;  they  did 
no  fooner  hear  the  gofpel- call,  and  offers  of  falvation 
through  Chrill  tendered  to  them.  *  But  O  I  (his  will 
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ftand  you  in  no  dead,  who  have  had  tnany  a  call  and 
offer  made  you  at  the  third,  fixth,  ^nd  ninth  hotir,  nd 
have  refifted  and  refufed  thcnt:  you  will  not  hav.-  it  to 
fay  at  the  eleventh  hour,^  as  thefe  had,  "  No  man  hath 
hired  us." 

2.  Thefe  men,  though  they  came  in  but  at  the  e- 
leventh  hour,  and  not  being  fooner  hired,  yet  they 
were  labourers  in  the  vineyard,  and  wrought  one  hour 
therein  faithfully,  in  obedience  to  their  Lord's  com-  * 
teand  j  and  fo  brought  forth  fome  fruits  meet  for  re- 
pentancei  and  were  accepted.  But  this  is  no  encou-, 
ragement  to  any  to  expefl  to  be  brought  in  at  the 
twelfth  hour,  when  there  is  no  time  to  work,  nor  bring 
forth  any  fruits  to  teftify  the  fincerity  of  their  repent- 
ance; we  have  no  promife  of  acceptance  made  to 
fuch. 

Obje^.  III.  '*  The  penitent  thief  on  the  crofs  fought 
mercy  from  Chrift  at  the  laft  hour,  and  got  it.'* 

An/.  That  is  a  lingular  inftance,  and  gives  no  en- 
couragement to  delaying  finners^  The  fcriptures  con- 
tain a  hiilory  of  more  than  four  thoufand  years,  and 
yet,  during  all  that,  we  have  but  one  example  of  a 
man  ^at  truly  and  fincerely  repented  when  he  came  to 
die.  And  in  this  ntan's  cafe  there  was  fuch  an  extra- 
ordinary conjun£tion  of  circumilances,  as  ni^ver  hap- 
p<;ned  before,  and  can  never  fall  out  again  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  This  man  had  the  happincfs  to  die  clofe 
by  the  newly* pierced  .and  bleeding  wounds  of  a  cruci- 
fied Jefus,  when  he  was  lifted  up  from  the  earth  in  the 
height  of  his  love,  drawing  fmners  to  falvation  ;  which 
was  a  jundion  that  can  never  have  a  parallel*  Again, 
the  man  never  had  an  joffer  of  Chrift,  nor  d;iy  of  grace 
before  now  j  he.furrehdered  himfeif  upon  the  very  firft 
call :  and  his  faith  in  Chrift  at  this  time  was  truly  G.n- 
gular  and  miraculous.  He  was  deCgned  by  Heavento 
be  made  a  rare  monument  of  the  power  of  Chrift's 
grace,  apd  a  fpecial  trophy  of  his  victory  over  the  devih 
and  wicked  nfien,  at  a  time  when  they  feemed  to  ti  i- 
vmph  over  liim^  aa  one  crucified  through  weakneS;. 
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From  all  which  we  may  fee,  that  this  example  wu 
extraordinary,  and  affords  no  ground  for  the  prefiunp- 
tion  of  delaying;  (inners.     You  may  as  well  caft  your- 
felves  into  the  fea,  in  hopes  of  prefervation  by  a  whale» 
from  the  example  of  Jonah,  as  defer  repentance  now, 
in  hopes  of  repenting  on  a  death-bed,  from  the  example 
of  the  thief  on  the  crofs.     Befides,  your  way  of  (inning 
differs  vaftly  from  his.     He  was  not  guilty  of  prefump- 
tion^  as  you  are ;  he  did  not  flight  Chrift's  calls  and 
offers  in  the  days  of  his  health,  and  delay  his  repenting 
and  clofing  with  Chrift,  in  hopes  of  an  opportunity  for 
them  at  the  hour  of  death,  as  you  do.     Do  you  know 
what  God  determines  concerning  prefumptous  Cnnuig^ 
You  may  fee  it,  Numb    xv.  28.   30  3K;   **  And  the 
priefts  (hall  make  an  atonement  for  the  foul  that  Gn* 
neth  ignorantly,    &c.     But  the  foul  that  doth  ought 
prefumptoufly  (whether  he  be  born  in  the  Land,  or  a 
ilrangei),  the  fame  reproacheth  the  Lord:    and  that 
foul  (hall  be  cut  off  from  among  his  people ;  becaufe 
he  hath  dcfpifcd  the  word  of  the  Lord."     O  prefump-  . 
tuous  delaying  fmner,  let  this  word  of  the  Lord  awakea 
you  to  a  fpeedy  and  prefent  refolution  to  obey  his  voice. 
**  Rt  turn  ye  now  every  one  from  his  evil  way,  and 
make  your  ways  and  your  doings  good,"  Jer   xviii.  ii* 
Now  16  the  accepted  time  :  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  it 
mud  be  to  day.     Lord,  fave  us  from  hardening  our 
hearts.    Amen.  I 
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AN*  ADDITIONAL  -nESTIMONT 
Againft  the  Evi/s  of  tie  Titne^ 


I  HAVE  publifbed  the  following  Sermon,  to  fliow 
to  the  i^orld  my  concern  for  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land,  and  her  Covenanted  Reformation^  to  promote  what 
I  can  her  credit  and  profperity,  and  to  teftify  agaioQ: 
what  I  judge  reproachful  and  prejudicial  to  her.  I 
have  added  lome  things  from  my  papers,  which  I  mhlt« 
ted  in  the  delivery  for  want  of  time ;  and  here  I  (halt 
add  fome  things  more,  for  erhonering  and  explaining 
myfetf  more  fully  upon  the  faid  fubjefl. 

Seeing  it  is  the  powar  of  confcience  that  obliges  me 
to  make  this  appearance,  I  beg  that  no  man  may  think  I 
affed  popularity  in  it,  or  that  I  incline  to  make  an  ap« 
peal  to  the  people  about  controverfies  which  fall  in  a« 
mong  minifters :  that  was  never  my  way  ;  and  far  left 
am  J  for  bringing  in  ftich  debates  upon  facramental  oc- 
cafions,  which  ought  to  be  love  feafts  among  Chridians. 
But,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  not  an  improper  occa« 
fion  for  the  Moderator  of  a  Synod,  in  his  fermon  at. the 
opening  thereof,  which  is  condo  ad  clerum^  to  addrefs  his 
brethren  Concerning  the  controverfies  or  defe£tions  of 
the  time,  tfpecially  if  he  fee  his  Mother-Church  in  ex- 
treme danger  thereby,  for,  what  dutiful  fon  can  be 
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f  lent  at  fuch  a  time,  feeing  it  is  tiie  proper  buGneli  of 
a  Synod,  both  to  proyide  remedies  theoifelves,  and  to 
adilrefs  the  General  Aflembly  ta  do  it  when  dicy  axe  at 

alofs? 

Obje&.  <'  Tt  19  not  proper  to  handle  tbefe  before  the 
People." 

Anf,  I.  This  hath  been,  the  conftant '  pra£^tce  of 
Moderators  at  the  opening  of  Synods  (ince  our  bleiled 
Reformation,  as  appears  from  our  church  hiftoriee* 
%.  Frequently  there  are  as  many  of  the  people  attend- 
ing the  Synod's  Meetings,  whom  we  cannot  prevent;  as 
are  hearing  the  Sermon ;  and  fo/if  this  argunaenc  hold 
good,  we  ihould  not  at  all  open  our  mouths  concerning 
any  of  the  d^fe£lions  of  the  time  :  and  we  know,  filence 
in  watchmen  is  highly  condemned  by  the  word  of  God. 

Ohjefi.  "Is  it  not  faid  of  a  dangerous  and  declining, 
time.  Amos  V.  13.  Therefire  the  prudent  Jbali  ketp  J* 
knee  at  that  time^for  it  is  an  evil  time.** 

Anf,  No  doubt  fomc  miniflers  make  ufe  of  that  fcrip- 
ture  to  prevent  trouble  to  themfelyef,  and  it  hath  been 
caft  up  to  my  thoughts  alfo  :  But,  in  my  opinion,  that 
te3U  doth  not  point  at  Prophets,  but  other  private  men, 
vhofe  private  capacity  allows  them  to  keep  filence  when 
others  muft  fpeak.  For  Prophets  are  required  to  crj 
aloud,  and  not /pare  ;  and  thofe  who  do  not,  are  called 
dumb  dogs,  Ifa.  Ivi.  10.  Ifa.  Iviii.  I.  I  grant,  indeed^ 
there  is  a  **  time  to  keep  (ilence,  as  well  as  a  time  to 
fpeak,"  Eccl.  iii.  7.  And  the  prudent  will  wifely  ob- 
ftrrve  thtfc  times  5  and  even  wheii  the  time  comcth  that 
tlicy  are  called  to  fpeak  of  faults,  the  prudent  wiil  mind 
to  do  it  in  a  decent  manner,  cfpecially  if  fuperiors  be 
concerned.  If  any  think  I  have  not  fo  well  obfervcd 
this  rule  myfelf,  it  is  what  I  cannot  help,  feeing  I  have 
aimed  to  do  it  the  beft  way  I  could :  and  1  do  here  fur- 
ther declare,  that  I  am  loth  to  give  offence  to  any  man; 
my  fincere  deHgn  being,  not  to  caft  reproach  upon  any 
of  my  brethren,  but  to  avert  and  prevent  the  reproach 
of  my  Mother-church,  and  to  promote  her  welfare  ac- 
cording to  my  boundcn  duty. 

1  never  inclined  to  expofe  my  breihren,  but  rather  ta 
cover  their  miftakes,  and  fpeak  charitably  of  every  one ; 
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ibf  which  I  have  been  oftentimes  bitmed  by  flmi^t  biU 
)  Ear  rather  «rr  upon  that  fide  than  upon  the  othef',  igst* 
in{(  I  myfelf  am  fo  liable  to  faults  and  miftakes*    I  ne* 
▼et  loved  the  character  of  an  Ineendiary^  to  blow  the 
coal  in  fmatler  differences,  or  to  aggravate  the  wronff 
fteps  of  others  \  but  always  preferred  the  chatafkei  df 
a  peace-  maker ;  to  compofe  matters*  and  reconcile  pai^ 
tics  as  much  as  poflible;  iti  whiclj  alfo  I  have. been 
blamed^  as  making  too  great  conceffions  for  that  eii4-> 
Nocwithilanding  of  all  the  complaints  of  defe^oii»  I 
acknowledge  there  are  ftlll  in  the  church  many  worthy^ 
learned  and  pious  men  in  the  miniflry,  whom  I  honour^ 
and  from  whom  I  would  be  willing  to  learn,  and  whom 
I  pray  God  may  long  continue  in-the  Church  as  a  bul- 
wark^ under  God.  againft  the  evils  of  GO|rruption  and 
defe^ion  which  threaten  her  ;^ and  that  he  may  raile. 
up  a  young  fet  to  fill  their  room,  when  they  are  called  oS, 
the  ftage.    But  at  the  fame  time  I  cannot  conceal  the 
difmal  apprehenfions  which,  many  weli-wi(hers  of  our 
Zion  have  of  her  danger,  frpm  the  vie.w  they  have  of 
many  Si  the  prefent  young  Clergy  and  Preaohers,  who 
feem  to  zSt€t  a  new  way  of  moral  preachi;ig  and  las 
management^  fuited  to  the  tafte  of  many  Pacroos  and 
Heritors  \  greedily  (hatch  ^t  Prefent^uons,  and  concur 
ta  get  themfelves  thruft  into  Chttrches  againft  the  incli- 
nations both  of  the  Prefbyteries  an4  the  people,  imme^ 
diately  concerned  ^  which  dangerous  courfe  is  ftill  con^ 
tinned^  notwithftanding  of  the  awful  rebukes  given  by 
the  providence  of  God  to  feverals^eogaged  therein* 

Bcfides  what  I  have  ^aid  in  the  Sermon^  of  the  evil  of 
this  pradice  of  voluntary  courting  and  aooepting  Pre* 
fcntationS)  without  any  neccifity  for  it)  let  me  here 
add,  that  I  loolc  upop  it  as  the  main  fpiiog  of  all  our 
prefent  diftrefs :  for,  as  it  brought  on  violent  fetdementa 
and  melancholy  divifions  in  Pariihe^  and  PrcfbyterieSi^ 
fo  it  gave  rife  to  the  making  of  tbefe  A^s  by  AiTcmblj 
>7J2,  and  Aflcmbly  17.^9  which  at  prefent  occafion  fo 
gtcat  uneafinefa  in  this  church,  and  may  iflue  in  a  moft 
dc(lru6ii?e  rupture,  if  God  in  his  mercy  prevent  not. 
For  many  years  ihi^  pernicio\ts  prf£iice  was  bogled  afg 
ss  contrary  to  Pre&yterian  principles^  and  the  interelt 
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cf  tht  chtircli.s  till  fome  principal  perfont  in  tliti 
church,  who  ought  to  have  been  guardians  of  her 
peace  and  libcnics,  from  fclfifli  principles^  moft  ifigtev 
rioufly  broke  the  tec  to  it,  about  the  year  1717,  and  bf 
their  example  and  countenance  drew  many  others  into 
it ;  whence  it  is  ea(y  to  fee  at  whoTe  door  the  miferics 
of  this  church  are  to  be  laid. 

Ohjeffi  "  Our  famous  Prefbyterian  Minifters  in  an- 
cient times  accepted  of  Prcfcntatione,  and  were  fettled 
this  way.'" 

jfn/.  Many  are  gricvoufly  impofed  upon  by  this  ob- 
je£lion,  through  t*>cir  not  knowing  their  different  fitua- 
tions  from  ours  :  For,  1 .  Our  worthy  anccdors  weve 
but  then  reforming,  aftd  had  ncrer  been  deliyercd  from 
the  yoke  of  Patronages,  under  which  they  groaned :  bttt 
had  they  been  dclirered»  as  wc  have  been,  they  would 
tiever  voluntarily  have  yielded  to  the  wreathing  of  thit 
yoke  about  their  necks  again,  as  many  of  us  have  done, 
by  courting  and  accepting  of  the  Patrons  Prcfentatiott«, 
when  they  were  under  no  neceffity  from  the  law  to  do  it. 

1.  In  our  anceftors  times  no  man  could  have  ztceh 
to  a  Church  without  the  Patron's  allowance  -,  but,  as 
the  law  now  ftands,  all  among  us  may  be  fettled  widi- 
out  owning  Patrons  at  all,  if  they  will  have  bat  a  little 
patience  2  feeing  the  Legiflature  hath  been  lb  indulging 
as  to  enadi,  •*  That  if  the  Patron's  Prcfentation  be  not 
accepted  within  fix  nftonths  afterthe  vacancy,  the  powerof 
planting  the  Church  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  PreA)ytery.*' 

3.  Our  zealous  ancetlors  gave  no  countenance  to 
Patronages,  but  what  they  were  driven  toby  theif  fitui- 
tion  with  the  lawj  they  would  not,  for  mean  ends, 
have  gone  into  voluntary  and  unneccflary  accepting  of 
prefentations,  as  many  of  us  do  :  but  feeing,  as  the  lav 
then  flood,  (here  was  no  accefs  to  Churches  without  the 
patron's  aHbwance,  they  behoved  to  ftibmit  to  fetfle- 
ments  in  thofe  Churches  to  which  the  patrons  were 
pleafed  to  prefent  them }  and  this  they  did  not  till  they 
nad  th/e  confent  of  the  people,  and  concurrence  of  the 
preiby^eries  concerned. 

4.  Our  reforming  anceftors  (liH  looked  upon  Patton- 
ages  as  a  grievance  and  bondage,  and  from  time  to  time 
applied  to  the  Legiflature  to  get  it  removedj  which  at 
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length  they  (jot  done  simo  1649*  ^"^  many  of  ua  are 
fo  far  from  looking  on  it  as  a  grievance,  that  they  wil- 
fully bring  the  yoke  upon  the  church,  by  their  pfficious 
courting  amd  accepting  of  Prefentations^  after  we  were 
in  c£ft&.  deliver^  by  the  LegiflaturCi  anno  (719  -'  thus 
preferring  bondage  to  iibertyi  a  Patron's  Prefentation  to 
a  Congregation's  Cal]>  which  our  pious  aoceftors  would 
never  have  done*  So  that  our  modem  acceptors  cannot 
fkreen  their  (hame  by  their  pradice,  the  ^afes  being  (b 
widely  different. 

Buty  fuppofing  all  were  true,  which  focne  allege, 
eoncerning  the  pra£^ice  of  ibme  ancient  Preibyteriana, 
while  io  their  reforming  ftate  from  PopiQi  corruptions 
and  abufes  }  what  folly,  or  rather  impiety,  mud  it  be  iji 
ibcne  to  be  at  pains  to  fearch  out  ali  their  infirmities, 
wcaknefles,  defers  and  imperfedUons,  (which  are  owi^ 
ed  to  be  fuch  by  themielves)  in  order  to  copy  after 
j^eni»  •fpecially  when  we  are  under  no  m.aaner  of  ne* 
i^e&ty  to  ^o  it  from  the  Legiflature  ?  What !  are  they 
wearied  of  liberty  and  purity  ?  Would  they  hare  the ' 
Church  reduced  to  her  infant  and  more  imperfe^  ftate 
again  ?  Do  they  prefer  that  to  a  ftate  of  gre^t^r  purity 
Rnd  perfedion,  which  we  siught  ftill  maintain  if  we 
were  inclined  te  it,  feeing  ^the  Legifiatufe  hatli  been  fo 
'  iodoJging  as  to  leaire  the  master  at  our  4>wn  choice  i 
Good  JLo«-d,  deliver  us  ftom  fuch  infatuation. 

The  Synods  of  Angus,  Aberdeen  and  Perth,  within 
thefe  two  years  pad,  ha^e  einitted  warnings  in  ftrong  . 
teroas  againft  this  wotul  officjious  pra^oe,  which  Have 
been  the  origin  of  fo  much  trouble  to  this  church :  I 
vrifti  they  were  feconded  in  the  noble  attempt  by  other 
Synods,  or  by  the  Aflembly  or  ConK»i(Eon,  which, 
through  the  ijord's  blefling,  might  prove  an  cjcoeiJeat 
mean  to  ftop  the  tide  of  corruption  which  ocherwife  is 
like  to  flow  in  upon  us ;  O  that  the  Lord,  who  bith  al) 
mens  hearts  in  his  fa^nd,  may  inc^np  ai>d  detormiQe 
them  to  ic. 

Wh^  I  fpeak  againft  Prefentations^or  enjcroachment^ 
upon  our  rights  and  liberties,  I  have  no  defigo  to  &ow 
any  contempt  of  my  fuperiors  or  their  authority, 
whether  in  the  civil  or  ecdeilaftic  courts  ^  but  de« 
&et0  tbo^  all  doe  regard  to  tl^e  fanne.  and  to  be  thank- 
Kka  •      ful 
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M  to  them  for  the  peaceable  enetcKe  of  my  miniftrf, 
without  any  finfal  terms  of  communion  or  impolitioa 
€sn  my  confcience;  as  alfo>  to  Mefs  God  for  the  yaliH 
able  bicffin^s  and  privilege^  we  dill  enjoy  above  other 
nations  and  churches :  bur,  at  the  fame  time,  I  moft 
own,  that' the  cpnfideration  of  thefe  mercies  (hoald  not 
make  me  or  others  eafy  about  any  appearance  t>f  defec- 
tion or  corruption  in  the  clergy,  which,  if  conniyed  at, 
imay  foon  bring  us  to  as  melancholy  a  condition  as  other 
phurches. 

I  honour  our  fapreme  Judicatories,  and  woH}d  de« 
fir^  to  fupport  their  authority,  and  fall  in  witli  rheic 
afis  and  d^ecifions,  as  far  as  poflibly  I  can  ;  but  as  we 
iftiuft  own,  with  our  "  Confeflion  of  Faith,"  there  is 
none  of  them  infallible  :  fo  we  cannot  be  bound  to  give 
implicit  faith  to  all  their  determinations;  nay,  when 
we  judge  them  wrong,  we  may  warrantabjy  reclaim  and 
^ddrcfs'tp  have  them  redified,  efpecially  if  it  be  in  a 
ynatter  of  great  monryent ;  though  ftill  I  own  this  ought 
to  be  done  in  the  mod  decent  and  dutiful  manner. 
"  I  am  heartily  forry  that   inftnifiidns,    reprefenta» 
tiohs,  and  addrciTes,  from  Prefbyteries,  Synods,  aod 
Bodies  of  Minifters,  concerning  grieyances,   have  ci 
hitt  years  been  fo  difregarded  by  our  Aflemblies ;  and 
thatdiilents  and  proteftations  by  particular  Minifters 
are  not  allowed  nor   recorded.      This  entertainment 
doth  put  minifters  to  think  of  other  ways  to  evoner 
their  minds.      And,   upon  that   account,  I   do  find 
inyfelf  obliged  to  cafe  my  thoughts  in'  this  way  eon* 
ceirnlng  the*'eyils  and  declinipgs  of  the  prefent  time,  left 
they  ihoidd  be  imputable  to  me,  as  a  member  of  the 
incorporated  Body,  through  my  connivs^nce  or  filence. 
And  though  my  Teftimony  be  of  fmall  yahie,  yet  fee- 
ing' I  have  been  long  in  the  miniltry,  and  kndw  no( 
how  foon  I  may  be  called  to  put  off  this  tabernacle, 
and  to  give  an  account  of  my  ftcwardihip }  the  Lord 
prepare  me  for  that  time,  and  for  the  trials  which  may 
jibide  me  before  it, — t  do,  in  imitation  of  fome  of  our 
Worthy  predecefibrs,  leaVe  this  declaration  of  my  min^ 
behind  lifie,  that  neither  the  prefent  nor  fucceeding  ages 
may  be  im^ofed  upon,  as  to  niy  fenttments  of  the  evils 
6f  the  prefent  times.     Wherefore,,  bcfidcs  what  I  hart 
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i»id  before  »nd  aftrrvards  in  my  Sermon,  I  here  bear 
my  tcftimony  apainft  the  Athcifm,  Infidelity,  Immora* 
Iky,  loofencfc  of  the  age;    ag^inft  all  Popifli,  Sod» 
nian,  Atian,  Arminian,  and  Antinotiian  errors  in  doc* 
trine ;  againft  all  fuperOirion  and  human  inventions  in 
worihip;  againft  both  Prelacy  and  Independency  in 
Chureh  Government ;  againft  all  Simoniacai  padionp, 
officious  courting  of  pitrons,  and  accepting  of  their 
prefcntations ;  againft  all  fpiritual  opprcffion  and  per- 
fecution,  and  encroachmentB  upon  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  this  Church:  As  alfo,  againft  all  thrufting  and 
violent  impofing  of  Miniftcr^  upon  Chriltian  Congrega- 
tions ;  and  againft  all  public  A£ts  and  Deeds  which 
favour  or  promote  this  impofing  courfc  :  Andtikewifr, 
againft  all  proceedings  or  defigns  to  filence  or  caft  out 
worthy  and  ufeful  Miniiters  for  remonftrating  againft 
fbch  violent  fettlements,  or  the  A£^s  which  authorife 
and  encourage  the  fame,  or  for  refufing  to  exclude  fc- 
fious    Chrifttans   from    fealing   ordinances,    who   are 
chargeable  with  no  greater  fault  than  want  of  freedom 
to  own  their  reUtion  to  fuch  paftors  as  ate  violently 
diroft  in  upon  them  ;  furely  there  is  fomething  groifer 
required  to  excommunicate  good  Chriilians,  and  to  de^ 

r>fc  or  caft  out  good  Minifters,  than  fuch  things :  and 
hope  we  fhall  fee  it,  when  the  God  of  peace  doth  in- 
cKne  us  calmly  to  think  and  ddtberate  thereupon. 

As  for  the  Ad  of  AflcmMy  1732,  about  which  there 
IB  fo  much  noifc,  I  was  at  the  Aflembly  in  May  1731, 
when  it  began ;  and,  I  confefs,  when  the  overture  was 
in  Edinburgh,  I  carried  favourably  towards  it,  though  I 
Wis  nor  pTcfent  in  the  Afltmbly  when  it  came  in  to  he 
reafoned  upon  and  voted,  being  called  home  by  exprefs 
before  that  time.  And  that  which  inclined  me  to  fa* 
vour  the  propofal  at  the  firft,  was  the  great  love  I  had 
to  the  peace  and  fafety  of  my  Mother  church,  which  I 
then  fsrw  to  be  endangered  by  the  patronages,  and  the 
violent  fettlements  begun  to  be  made  in  confequencc 
thereof;  for  I  was  told  by  fome  leading  men,  (whom  I 
thought  1  might  truft)  that  there  was  no  way  to  deliver 
ps  from  thofe  evils,  but  by  our  agreeing  among  ourfelves 
Upon  fome  rule  for  plantmg  Churches,  which  we  might 

lav 
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foch  fettlementSy  as  they  are  againft  faipture  rdles^  fa 
they  are  a  fad  hindrance  and  (lop  to  the  adTanceroent . 
of  the  kinjirdom  of  our  Lorxl  Jefus  Chrift,  and"  canooC 
but  be  mod  grterin^  to  alt  who  are  zealous  fcyr  his  f^larjg 
and  vho  make  confcience  ^f  praying,  a$  he  direfij, 
*•  Thy  kingdom  come  :  Gird  thy  fword  upcir  thythifrh^ 
O  moft  Mighty ;  and  in  thy  Majefty  ride  prfefpcroafly.* 
Upon  which  account,  I  do  with  the  greateft  humility 
and  earneftnefs  befeech  and  obteft  the  Reverend  and 
Honourable  Members  of  the  next  Ailemblyy  to  give  aC 
kaft  an  application  of  this  z(k,  declaring,  That  it  is  not 
the  meaning  of  it  to  impofe  minifters  upon  congrega* 
tions,  where  the  eldership  and  body  of  the  peopTe  do 
reclaim^  not  to  contradi^  our  Books  of  Difcipline  and 
ancient  ads  of  Aflembly,  as  the  Affembly  1586,  15961 
16389  1649,  &c.     And  I  would  beg  (if  I  could  do  it| 
widi  tears  of  blood)  that  they  would  not  make  any  fadi 
a^  as  this,  an  engine  of  trouble  and  perfecution  io  the 
Church,  feeing  no  man  pleads  that  it  is  founded  upoQ 
the  word  of  God,  but  only  that  it  is  devifed  aa  a  proper 
expedient  tiil  the  Church  be  delivered  from  PatronageSi 
And,  about  what  ads  of  the  Church  may  minifters  han 
liberty  to  fpcak  their  minds  fo  freely,  as  about  tho(e 
which  are  owned  to  be  mere  human  conftitutions. 

Oijeff.  *^  If  Minifters  be  difTitisfied  with  theaQsanl 
Conftitution  of  the  Church,  they  Ihould  withdraw  from 
her,  and  give  up  their  legal  privileges/' 

Aff/l  I.  Though  this  be  the  common  talk  of  fome, 
there  is  no  warrant  for  this  coorfe  in  the  word  of  God} 
for  the  fcripturc  dire£ls  us,  when  we  fee  tilings  wrong 
in  tlie  Church,  to  plead  with  our  Alother^  but  not  to  dit 
own  her  forthwith,  or  renounce  communion  with  he& 
a.  Thofe  who  talk  fo  now,  would  be  moft  ready  to  ac- 
cufc  Minifters,  if  they  did  withdraw,  of  making  a 
fchifm  and  fcparation  without  juft  caufe.  What!  wouI4 
they  fay,  "  Is  the  Church  fo  Heretical,  that  they  will 
not  hold  communion  with  her  ?  are  fuch  fmall  aiiilakes, 
juft  grounds  of  feparation  ?  why  did  they  not  protcft  a* 
gainft  what  they  judged  wrong,  and  continue  ftill  vith<> 
in  the  Church,  as  iiiveral  of  our  brave  anceftors  did  is 
former  ages  ? 
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OlfBa.  ^Thef  natf  pkid  with  didr  modier,  but 
nMft  not  ^tin  liar  fice/ 

Am^  i«  I  am  Indeed  for  a  decent  and  Tefpe£t{id 
way  of  pleading  with  oar  mother,  a.  If  fome  good  mea 
iball  life  a  rott|^  way  of  dealing  than  others,  in  tefti^ 
lyiog  againft  what  it  wroi^,  it  ought  not  to  be  termed 
a  fpiting  in  their  modier's  face,  nor  made  a  ground  o£ 
Armre  ccftfore.  If  our  ancefton,  In  formar  ages,  had 
boen  fo  narrowand  rigid  in  their  way  of  thinkiag,  what 
had  become  of  Mr  Knoa,  Cx^vg,  Dandfon,  WelOi^ 
Brace,  the  two  MeMIs,  and  many  otfaersi 

Oigta.  *  The  Chttroh*e  k&z  mmft  be  dieyed^  het 
fetttcACe  execute,  and  the  fence  of  her  authority  main^* 
tained  \  Otherwife  (he  cannot  be  preferred  fn>m  ^ 
|reateft  ertora  and  dilbrdera.  We  muft  not  fee  dio 
ftuthmtcy  of  the  General  Ajembly  ruined/ 

Aofm*  I.  At  for  my  own  part,  I  was  always  for 
maintainiag  the  authority  of  the  General  AffemUy  as  &- 
aed  and  inWolable,  feeing  it  is  of  fo  great  confequence 
to  the  pteferring  of  peace  and  unity  in  this  church ; 
I  have  Men  forry  to  fee  it  attacked,  or  badlytifed  %  but^ 
if  we  woold  truly  preferre  it,  let  us  be  tender  of  it,  iu 
the  nalisg  of  adis  or  ded&onei  being  careful  that  ekhet 
they  be  evidently  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  or^ 
that  there  be  nothing  in  there  contrary  thereunto. 

a.  When  any  role  is  tranfgrcfled  which  hath  no« 
thing  but  churchpaothority  to  fopport  it,  church  cen* 
fates  fboald  be  gently  ufed,  feeing  rigour  in  that  cafe 
doth  ruin  authority  more  than  nuintain  it :  We  do  not 
lead  of  any  church  deftroyed  by  her  lenity  and  forbear- 
ance  in  fuch  cafes  ^  though  (ererals  have  been  ruined  by 
fcrcMdng  ap  authority  too  high.     We  may  fee,  by  long 
experience,  that  fevere  dealing  is  not  the  way  of  con- 
^cing  men  of  confctence  and  zeal  of  their  miftaices : 
and,  by  the  way^  it  is  a  little  furprifing  to  fee  fome^ 
whofe  difeourfes  breathed  forth  nothing  but  modem- 
^n,  peace,  chanty  and  bene? olence  toward  their  fd- 
low-<:reatures,  all  of  a  fudden  metamorphofed  in  their 
tempers,  and  breathing  forth  rigour,  feverity,  periecu- 
tiou  and  bitter  fpecches  against  their  brethren  who  dif- 
fer from  them  but  a  little  in  their  way  of  thinking. 
Ah  \  what  poor  changeable  creatures  are  we  I 
Vol.  I.  LI  If 
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3*  If  we  would  have  die  hSktMft  nuthoritf  i 
tained»  we  mud  take  care  in  nnikinr  a£b  :of  gemnl 
concern,  that  none  of  the  Church's  raicet  off  guirdiaa 
mlet  be  broke  through^  fuch  asthatexceUeat  osc^  Aft 
9.  A-iTemb.  1697,  in  whscb»  ''  For  the.  fafetj  cf  the 
doArine,  worfliip,  difctpKne  and  govefoment  of  diitf 
Churchy  it  is  appointed,  eiia£led  and  dedanedt  that.fae* 
fore  any  General  AfiemUy  of  this  Church  (haU|ia£i«iy 
A£^8  which  are  to  be  binding  rules  and  conftki^QDi  10 
the  Churchy  the  fame  adis  be  firft  propofed  as  mer* 
tares  to  the  AfleiAbly,  and  being  by*  them  paft  as-fudv 
be  remitted  to  the  confideratioQ  of  the  fcvefal  Pidkf' 
teries  of  this  Church,  and  their  .opinions  and  coofcais 

Xrted  by  their  Comnnflioners  lo  the  next  AffemUy* 
may  then  pafs  the  fame  in  Acts,  if  the  wmre  gourd 
opinion  (N.  B.)  of  the  Churchy  tliUs  had,  agree  thettunCB." 
Now  thus  guardian  K€k  hath  been  in  force  thefe  thiny- 
six  years,  and  hath  been  regarded  as  a  fundamentil 
rule  and  bulwark  of  our  happy  conilitutibn  i  and,  if  it 
be  broke  through  in  the  making  of  any  2St  ormk,  liov 
can  we  exfe£l  that  fuch  an  adl  will  bCiregardcd  asi 
bindthg  rule  and  conftitution  to  the  Cburchf  IcpUy 
enaded  ?  and  this  seems  to  be  the  cafe  with  refped  to 
Ad  1732;  for  of  forty  nine  Preibyteries  who  gtft 
their  opinions  concerning  it,  there  Were  no  more  thai 
fix  Prefbyteries  in  all  Scotland  for  it.  Some  of  diem 
indeed  were  for  it  with  amendments,,  but  generally 
thcfe  would  have  altered  the  nature  of  it  ?ery  much 
from  what  it  is,  had  they  been  gone  into. 

4-  In  all  ages  the  wifell  ftates  and  governments  haie^ 
in  many  cafes  thought  fit  to  relax  their  authority  in  ceo- 
iuiing  the  difobedient ;  and  this  hath  been  fo  far  froa 
ruining  their  authority,  that  it  hath  conttibuted  to  pre* 
fervc  and  eftablifli  it.  How  many  of  the  Mintftersof 
Scotland  were  guilty  of  difoUedience  to  the  Afleoibljfi 
1606,. at  Linlithgow,  who  appointed  them  to  accept  of 
conilant  moderations ;  and  to  the  Affcmbiy^  1618,  who 
appointed  them  to  receive  the  Five  Articles  of  Perth  ? 
Did. ever  the  Church  carry  the  matter  fo  far,  as  to  fuf- 
pend  or  depofe  any  of  the  diibbedient  brethnen  ^  Or,  was 
the  authority  of  the  General  AUembly  ruined  by  fuch 

couoivanoci'   • 
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^oniiiTanee  ?  .H^kf^^re  not  (etfn  many. GeiterftiAfiem* 
Irifefr-fincQ  th«t  time  highly  rei^ded^  andthetr  stuthoci* 
tef  in  a  flourtibiag  conditioa  ?.  i 

After  all^  I  bwbty  bag»  that  none  may  btf  ofieiideQl 
with  my  freedom  in  handling  thefe  matters,  feeing  con- 
fcicnce  hath  mpved  me  to  it,  for  the  fafety  of  my  Mother 
Cfaurcht  vhich  I  (land  engaged  by  the  ftrongell  ties  to 
promote,  and  which  at  this  jun£hire  I  take  to  be  in  ex- 
treme danger;    and  in  fuch  cafes  omnis  homo  est 

I  wifli  aiao,  for  the  fafety  and  qiliet  of  the  Churchi 
that  the  Difients  and  Proteftations  of  Members  and  Ja* 
dtcatories  were  allowed  to  be  recorded,  with  their  rea- 
foos.  And  1  fee  not  why  thia  might  not  be  allowed  un« 
der  proper  regulations,  in  ourfupreme  Ecclefiaflicnl  Ju- 
dicatories, as  well  as  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  of  Great 
Britain*  Why  (hould  we  think  it  a  greater  affront  to 
onr  aathority  than  they  do  to  theirs  ?  Or,  do  we  pre- 
tend to  infallibility  more  than  they  ^ 

Ltkewife,  it  would  add  to  the  Church's  fafety,  that 
both  the  numbers  and  qualifications  of  Ruling  Elders  al- 
lowed to  fit  in  Afiemblies,  and  Commiihons,  were  better 
regulated^  and  more  nanowly  canvafied.  And  many 
arc  of  opinion,  that  the  expediency  of  Ruling  Elders 
from  BurghSi  (hould  of  new  be  taken  into  ferious  con- 
fideration. 

And,  I  am  fure,  it  is  not  much  for  our  fafety,  that  na- 
tional and  provincial  fails  are  fo  much  neglei^ed,  when 
Providence  fo  loudly  calls  us  to  the  work  of  humiliation 
and  prayer ;  when  fin  is  arriving  to  fo  great  a  heigh*^, 
when  clouds  of  wrath  are  gathering  fo  fail ;  when  all 
Europe  is  threatened  with  blood  andconfufion,  and  when 
dedrudive  diviGons  and  fchifms  are  ready  to  break  out 
among  us  at  home ;  and  O,  do  not  thefe  frightful  ap- 
pearances proclaim  it  to  be  a  proper  feafon  for  us  to 
meet,  and  fail,  and  mourn,  and  fee  if  we  can  weep-our 
hearts  into  one  lump,  and,  by  our  united  prayers,  prevail 
widi  God,  for  Chrift's  fake,  to  *  fpare  his  people,  and 
not  give  his  heritage  to  reproach  ^*  or  elfe,  that  he  will 
prepare  us  to  meet  him,  when  coming  in  the  way  of  his 
L  1  2  judgments  ? 
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jttd^enti  ?  And,  if  judgment  begin  at  the  hadtd 
God,  wkat  flntt  he  Ae  end  of  tfaef€  thait  obernotAi 
^fpel  ?  O  that  God,  in  hit  mercy,  mtj  twaicn  ni  it 
time  lo  think  on  thefethiogt!    AiiEiH 


SERMON: 


On  Joel  u.  17. 

Xj/  the  Prieitif  the  Ministers  of  the  Lord^  tveep  letween 
the  porch  and  the  altar ^  and  let  them  say^  Spare  thypeo* 
ple^  0  L^rd,  and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  reproach  g 
that  tie  Heathen  fhould  rule  over  them  s  wherefore  fbould 
theyfaj  among  toe  people ^  where  is  their  God  f 


j\T  this  time  twenty- one  year*  ago,  (vi2  O£lo!)cr 
1712.)  1  opened  the  Synod,  by  a  Sermon  on  1  Sam.  iv. 
13.  concerning  Eli's  heart  *  trembling  for  the  ark  of  God.* 
Many  of  the  members  of  the  Synod  are  removed  by 
death  (ince  that  time ;  but  thofe  who  furTive  may  re« 
member  it  was  a  very  threatening  time  to  that  church ; 
yet  it  pleafed  pur  gracious  God  to  fave  us  from  the 
ftorm  men  impending,  and  allow  her  many  halcyon  days 
fince,  though,  alas !  badl^  improven :  Wherefore  the 
clouds  seem  to  gather  agam,  and  look  very  blade ;  and 
a  new  ftorm  from  another  quarter  (if  God  prevent  not) 
is  ready  to  blow.  I  have  chofen  therefore  this  text, 
which  calls  us  for  more  than  trembling  hearts  for  the 
ark,  even  weeping  eyes,  and  praying  lips  alfo ;  and  O 
that  all  thefe  might  meet  in  us  at  this  time  ! 

In  Joel's  time,  the  church  and  people  of  God  were 
threatened  with  a  deilblating  judgement :  to  prevent  it^  he 
calls  them  to  public  national  fading  and  humiliation ; 

duties 
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duties  most  proper  for  a  people  expofed  to  public  na- 
tional calamities.  In  the  text,  we  have  dire&ions  evreik 
to  minifters  for  carrying  on  this  work  -,  in  which  let  w 
Obfenre,  i.  The  perfons  addrefled^  the  priefts  or 
minifters  of  Go4 ;  Why  ?  because  they,  who  were  the 
peopled  n)outh  to  God,  upon  other  occafians^  were  e« 
fpecially  called  at  this  time,  to  (land  in  the  open,  to  turn 
away  God's  wrath  from  the  church.  Thoagh  othen 
are  not  exempted  from  his  duty,  yet  it  is  the  bofinefi 
of  miniftersy  in  a  fpecial  manner*  Joel  t.  13.  *  Ueaft 
night  in  fackdoth,  ye  ministers  of  my  God/  'Whcnfh 
thers  mourn  in  the  day»  it  is  your  duty  to  mourn  botb 
night  and  day. 

2.  Obferve  the  place  where  they  are  to  moam  and 
wreftjcn  •  bctwiit  thp  porch  and  the  altar  5'  that  is,  tbc 
ftately  porch  built  by  Solomon^  and  the  great  brazen  al- 
tar^  the  public  place  where  they  ufed  to  attend  the  offer* 
ing  of  facrifices  i  there  they  are  to  pour  out  their  tan 
and  prayers  in  view  of  all  the  people,  that,  bf  the  flu* 
sifter's  example,  the  people  may  be  affefted  and  wrought 
into  the  like  pious  difpofition. 

3.  Obferve  the  words  the  minifters  are  direded  t<^ 
ufe  and  enlarge  upon  in  their  prayers  to  God  \  ^  Spare 
thy  people^  O  Lord^  and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  re« 
preachy  &c«  In  which  there  are  (everal  ftroag  argu- 
ments ufed  to  prevail  with  God  for  the  church  : 

!>?,  They  are  to  cry,  *  Spare,  O  Lord  ;'  q.  d.  '  We 
confefs  our  guilt  and  ill  defervings ;  we  acknowledge 
the  juftice  of  thy  proceedings,  though  we  fliould  be  cut 
off;  all  our  relief  is  in  thy  sparing  mercy,  and  this  we 
humbly  look  up  to,  and  plead  for,  with  a  merciful 
God/ 

2dlyy  Another  plea  is  taken  from  the  relation  they  ftood 
in  unto  God  \  *  We  are  thy  people,  thine  heritage;* 
*  We^a^e  the  people  thou  haft  fct  thy  love  upon,  fcpa- 
rated  from  thy  church,  taken  into  covenant  with  thee, 
ranfomed  from  Egyptian  bondage,  delivered  from  many 
enemies  and  dangers,  and  preferved  from  ruin  by  a  train 
of  miraculous  providences ;  Lord,  fpare  the  inheritances 
Uiou  haft  purchafed  for  thyfcif  at  fo  dear  a  rate/ 
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^db^f  They  are  to  plead  the  reproach  and  contempt 

^which  would  fall  upon  the  church  and  people  of  God, 

if  tiod  gire  up  with  them ;  *  Give  not  up  thine  heritage 

to  reproach ;'  f  •  d>    If  thou  ferid  a  famine  upon  U8» 

(mrfaich  was  the  judgment  immediately  threatened)  then 

itkc  fmitfol  land  oi  Canaan^  the  glory  of  all  lands>  (hall 

be  reproached  as  a  poor  beggarly  and  barren  land,  infut 

iicient  to  atibrd  facrifices  for  the  temple ;  yea,  we  fliall 

foon  £iU  under  the  reproach  of  ferritude  to  our  Heathen 

Qcwhboui^y  who  will  make  an  eafy  prey  of  us,  if  once 

we  oe  famiflied,  and  deprive  us  both  of  our  civil  and 

%>iritual  liberties,  and  efpecially  of  God's  ordinances, 

the  fymbols  of  his  prefence,  and  means  of  communion 

with  him )  which  we  value  as  our  great  honour  and 

happineis  above  other  nations*' 

£>qftJyt  They  are  to  plead  in  prayer,  that  the  reproadi 
of  the  church  will  fome  way  refie£l  upon  her  God  and 
prote£lor ;  *  Wherefore  (hould  they  fay  among  the  peo« 
pie,  where  is  their  God  i  q  d.*  Thefe  barbarous  peo- 
ple,, who  watched  for  our  haltjng,  will  not  confider  our 
fins  and  ill-defervings  at  God's  hand,  but  will  talk  re* 
proachfully  of  God,  faying.  Where  is  the  God  they  truft- 
cd  in,  the  God  of  whole  power,  mercy,  and  faithfulnefs^ 
they  boafted  fo  much  ?  They  will  fay,  He  is  either 
weak,  and  could  not  help  them  in  their  extremity,  or 
unkind,  and  woulil  not:  l^rd,  fpare  and  pity  the 
church,  for  thy  name,  thy  glory's  fake.  The  mailer  of 
cur  reproach  is  not  fo  great ;  but.  Lord,  What  wiic 
thou  do  for  thy  great  name  V 


Do£l.  In  trme  of  the  chnrclj^s  dofigir,  minivers  are.efpe* 
£iniij  called  to  mourn  flead^  and  wrejik  Hvith  God  for 
ber^  that  Jbe  may  not  be  abandoned  or  given  up  to  .re* 
proacb^ 

* 
In  profecnting  this  fubie£^,  I  propofed  to  (hew, 
I/?,  When  it  may  be  laid,  that  a  church  is  left  or 
given  up  to  reproach. 

idly^  Why  minifters  (hould  be  lb  earneft  with  God 
to  prevent  this  calamity* 
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^dfyi  Make  tmpfoveaieiit  fuitable  to  the  cafe  of  ik 
church. 

1.  The  firft  head  U,  to  (hew  when  a  draroh  may  be 

laid  to  be  left  or  ^iTeti  up  to  reproach  atid  contempt. 

And  here  I  (hall  mention  fereral  reproachful  woi 
church  expofing  cyih,  which  minifter^  ou^t  mottmfii^ 
]y  and  fervently  to  deprecate,  efpecially  ^ea  a  Gbiir<^ 
is  threatened  with  them.     As, 

f^,  When  a  church  falls  into  a  bacUiding  cooditton, 
teli^ton  in  her  is  under  a  vifible  decay  ;   her  meoibeis 
leave  their  firft  love,  degenerate  from  their  predeoe^ofv 
pietv  and  zeal,  turn  loofe  and  indifferent  about  God's 
truths,  their  former  declared  principles,  and  the  folenur 
engagements  they  lie  under  to  maintain  them  ;  and  not 
only  fo,   but  turn  carelefs  alfo  about  the  pra£kice  and 
duties  of  religion,  fuch  as  family-worlhrp,  fecret  pray- 
er, fabbath*ran£tification,  and  gofpelholtnefs :   when 
people  lofe  their  former  fpirituaiky  and  Hveliiic6  in 
Cod's  fervice,  and  tlieir  duties  dwindle  away  into  a  dead 
formality :  when  they  content  themselves  with  citer* 
nal  ordmances  and  communions,  without  communion 
with  God  in  them  :  when  they  turn  carnal  in  their  coo* 
verfation ;  Chridian  love  declines,  malice,  hatred  acd 
envy  do  increafe  :  then  it  is,  that  a  church  is  left  and 
given  up  to  reproach ;  thefe  are  church  difgracing  cnls, 
which  minifters  ihould  earneftly  deprecate,  and  cry» 
*  Spare," 

adlyy  When  deftruQive  fchifms  and  divlfions  inrade 
a  church,  fo  that  good  men,  both  minifters  and  piofci* 
fors  of  religion,  entertain  rough  thoughts,  and  break  out 
into  uncharitable  re  fled  ions,  and  fevere  cenfares  one 
againil  another,  and  will  not  ufe  lenity  or  forbearance 
to  them  ^^'ho  diiF«r  from  them  in  fomc  lefler  things* 
Tit^efe  are  evils  we  ihould  earneftly  pray  againll,  kcittg 
ibey  maniftftly  tend  to  expofe  and  ruin  a  church)  fot 
they  put  a  ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel,  the  con- 
veriion  of  fouis,  and  in  bnnging  of  ftrangers  to  Chrift  • 
they  hinder  the  fweet  fellowihipof  Chriitians  together, 
and  their  niutual  prayers  with  and  for  one  another  \  and 
open  a  iioon-gate  for  innumerable  other  evils  :  aS|  fot 
lailance,  they  take  us  oil  from  the  vitals  and  eflential^ 

of 
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«f  tcKgian,  the  life  and  power  of  godlmefs  ;  and,  in  the 

room  thereof,  engage  and  employ  it5into  many  need)efs 

difputes,    pafGonate  drivings,    envious  whifpers,    un- 

ehriftian  backbhinfrs,  and  revengeful  adlions.    How  (ad- 

ly  verified  do  vrc.find  that  word  of  tfie  Apoftlc  Jamca 

iLi6  *  Wherj?  envying  and  itrife  is,  th  ere  is  confufion^ 

and  every  evil  work  V  We  have  reafon  to  plead  and  <;vf 

againft   this  woful  fpirit  of  (Irife  and  contention  }  fpr» 

where  it  doth  take  place,  the  church's  heft  frien4  is . 

highly  provoked,  the  •  Rrince  of  peaee  }*  and  (he  hcrfelf 

is  fadly  cxpdfcd.to  thefcom  aqd  derifion  of  her  enemies. 

3^/^,  It  IS  mod  reproachful  to  a  cjiurch,  when  doq- 

trinal  errors  creep  into  licr,  when  her  teachers  begm  to 

lefile  from  the  pure  truths  of  God  handed  down  to 

them,  and  vent  dbdtrines  which  have  a  tendency  to  Ar- 

minianifrn,  Ari<(nifm  or  Deifm  ;  when  they  extol  n^itu- 

lal  reafon  more  than  revelation,  the  power  of  corrupt 

Batttre  more  than  efficacious  free  grace,  mens  owtxmo- 

lal  pierformances  more  than  imputed  rightcoufnefs,  Je- 

{q8  Chrift  as  a  pattern  more  than  as  a  propitiation  ;  or 

any  other  opinions  which  tend  to  fap  the  foundation  of 

Chtifttanity,  or  reproach  the  holy  Spirit's  operations, 

and  life  of  faith,  with  the  name  of  enthufiafm :  thcfc 

are  chutch-expofing  evils,  which  we  ought  to  bewail 

and  ppy  againft. 

dfthiy^  It  is  reproachful  to  a  church,  when  fhe  is  fm  it- 
tea  with  barrcnncfs  aiid  unfruitfulnefs,  with  rcfpefl  to 
converting  of  fouls,  and  bringing  forth  children  to  God  : 
vrheri  the  great  doftrinc  of  regeneration  and  the  new- 
birth  is  Ifttle  preached  or  experienced  in  her;  or,  when 
in  jadgment  fhe  hath  given  her  a  mifcarying  luomh  and 
dry  hreaftf,  *  Lord,  fpare  thy  people,  and  give. not  thine 
heritage  to  this  reproach,* 

^tUy^  It-is  a  church- difgracing  evil,  when  God  with- 
draws his  holy  Spirh  and  his  gracious  influences  from 
ber  miniflers  and  teachers,  in  any  meafure  or  degree  : 
of  which  there  are  many,  and  each  of  them  is  to  be 
4j:caded  and  deprecated  by  us.  As,  \Ji^  When  we  are 
<Ic[)rivcd  of  the  gifts  and  qualificatiotis  we  once  had. 
2rf/y,  When  the  light  apd  knowledge  we  retain,  hath  no 
influence. on  our  confcicnces.  3///^,  When  we  lofe  our 
Vol.  I.  M  m  fpirituality 
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Ipiritualtty  and  livelindb  in  the  worfliip  and  fenrkerf 
God«  4<^/^f  When  we  are  fthiitned  in  our  approidiB 
to  God.  5/£/jfi  When  we  begin  to  think  duty  a  wetri- 
nefs,  and  our  hearts  are  alienated  from  it.  6ihkf^  Vks 
beart-i^gues  and  indwelling  corruptions  prenil  and 
increafe,  as  heart-atheifni»  unbelief^  'tarnalitj,  M. 
^ihlyt  When  we  incline  towards  the  temptatkngof  fii, 
\  and  fociety  of  ungodly  men*  iihly^  When  wontd 
*  reftraints  are  taken  off,  and  we  turn  ioofe  andpro&m 
in  our  Utes,  ib  aa  (like  Eli's  fens)  to  tempt  men  to  ab- 
hor the  offerings  of  the  Lord.  "  O  Lordi  fpare  (6f 
peopity  and  give  not  thy  church  to  this  reproach." 

6ibly^  It  is  reproachful  to  the  Lord's  vineyard,  vioi 
breaches  are  made  in  her  walls  and  fences,  fo  that  btt 
enemies,  the  foxes  and  wild  beafts,  break  in,  and  ^A 
the  vines  ;  wheii  Grangers  do  devour  her  ftrengthi  thofe 
pf  a  different  perfuafion  and  cpmmunion  do  fpoil  ^ 
9fher  ancient  rights  and  liberties:  when  patrons  and  tkir 
abettors  thruft  in  paftors  upon  Chriftian  congregatt)tt 
againft  their  will,  whereby  Qod's  ordinances  sied^ 
ferted,  the  miniftry  is  contemned,  the  Lord's  dirit 
profaned)  the  flock  of  Chrift  is  fcattered  and  expoiedas 
^  prey  to  feducers.  Thefe  are  evils  we  ihould  bev^ 
and  pray  againft  with  tears,  crying,  **  Lord,  fpsiedtj 
church,  and  give  her  not  up  to  this  reproach."  • 

^thIyy  It  is  difgracing  to  a  church,  when  God  hides 
his  face  from  her,  when  under  oppreffton  and  diftic6i 
and  covers  himfeU'  with  a  cloud,  that  their  prayers  can- 
not pafs  through ;  fo  that  enemies  are  ready  to  hji  sc in 
the  text,  •  Where  is  their  God  ?'  «  Where  is  the  fmit 
pi  all  youT  prayers  ?.  where  is  he  in  whom  you  tmfted 
for  help  ?4where  is  your  covenanted  Cod,  of  wbofc  ^ 
mifcs  to  relieve  you  in  trouble,  you  were  wont  to  boaft » 
This  reproach  is  as  a  fword  in  his  peoples  bonesi  P^ 
slii  lo.  againft  which  let  u«  pray,  '  Lord,  fpare  thy 
people,  and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  this  fad  reproach* 

%ihbf^  It  doth  fadly  expofc  a  church,  when  her  piOan 
aire  removed  j  when  thofe  are  difcouraged  or  taken  w^# 
who  weirc  wont  to  weep  and  wreftle  between  the  pw» 
and  the  altar,  and  flood  in  the  breach  tp  keep  off  wradi 
from  her  \  when  her  burning  and  ihining  lights  are  ex- 

tingttiihcdi 
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^gtiiihed ;  the  precious  fons  of  Zion  are  thrown  by  as 
^laithen  pitchers ;  when  faithful  teachers  are  removed 
fato  corners  or  graves,  and  fiich  put  in  their  room,  who 
inennexperienced  in  religion,  harden  people  In  their  fine*  ' 
tr  lull  them  afleep  in  a  Chriftlefs  and  unregenerate  ftate» 
It  b  dillrelHng  to  a  church,  when  her  pillars  are  ftruck 
«t,  perfecution  is  intended  againft  the  champiods  of 
fchrift'd  caufc,  whereby  others  are  intimidated  with 
ifear  to  own  it.    How  low  was  the  church  brought  in 
Reirod^s  time,  Afls  tii.  when  James  was  killed  whh  the 
iWord,  Peter  in  pfifon  ready  to  be  ex^cutied,  and  all  the 
Veft  of  the  apoftles  were  deiSgned  as  a  facrifice  \  then 
'the  pillars  (hook,  the  difciples  trembled,  and  the  enemies 
trinmphed;    This  was  a  time  of  reproach;  and  it  be- 
comes all  the  mintfters  of  the  liOrd  to  weep  between  the 
jkwch  and  the  altar,  and  cry,  •  Spate  thy  pcoi^le,  O  Lord^ 
give  nor  thine  heritage  to  this  reproach,  or  ^ny  othep 
church^-difgracing  evil.* 

II.  The  Secotid  head  I  propofed,  was,  td  fliew  t«rhy  ml- 
ittftcrs  fliould  be  fo  earned  with  God,  to  avert  thefii 
tturch-cxpofing  evils.    Reafons  for  it.         . 

1.  Becaufe  God  exprefsly  requires  this  at  their  hand^ 
w  iii  the  teit,  and  afro  in  Ifa.  Ixiji.  6,  7;  «  I  have  fet 
Watchmen  upon  thy  walls,  O  Jerufdlem,-^— ^- — Ye  that 
make  mention  of  the  Lord,  keep  not  iileftce.  And 
gnre  him  no  reft,  till  Jhe  eftabliih  Jerufafcm.*  Where 
^emay  fee  the  great  end  for  which  God  fets  miriifters  iii 
fttcfa  public  poJIls  ;  it  is  not  to  keep  Glence  In  ah  evil 
Mmc,  as  other  prudent  rneii  may  do,  but  to  fpeak  aloud 
in  Zion's  behalf,  ^nd  to  intcrcee'd  and  Wreftle  ^ith  God 
for  her.  And  we  fee  Goft  requires  faithfiilnefs  in  this 
taaitfr. 
a.  This  hath  been  the  approven  praAIce  oiFthe  Lord'd 

Gophets  and  mintfters  in  alt  ages.  How  earneft  wad 
oiQS,  in  wreftjling  and  pleading  for  the  church  in  his 
day  !  Exod.  xxvii.  rr,  i2»  13.  -*  And  Mofes  befought 
Ae  Lord  his  God,  and  flitd,  Lord^  why  dblh  thy  Wrath 
^thotagainft  thy  people,  Which  thoiihaft  brought  forth 
put  of  the  land  of  Bgypt,  with  great  power  and  a  mighty 
hand  ?  Wherefore  ftjpuld  the  Egyptians  fpeak,  and  fay^ 
for  mifchief  did  he  brkig  them  out>  to  flay  them  in  the 
M  m  a  mountains^ 
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mountains,  and  confume  them  from  the  earth  ?    Turt 
from  t'  y  fierce  wrath  and  repent  of  this  evil  againfttftjr 
people.    Remember  Ahraham,  If?ac  and  Ifracl  thy  fer- 
vants,  to  whom  thou  fweareft/  &c.     Here  is  an  intcr- 
ccffory  prayer  for  Ifracl,  full  of  the  moft  powerful  ar- 
guments, worthy  of  out  imitation.  In  like  manner  wm 
the  Prophet  Samuel  employed  for  iLc  church  in^b  tiniCi 
I  Sam.  xii.  23  .  *  Aj;  for  me  (laiih  he)  God  forbid  thai 
I  fhould  fin  againft  the  Lord,  in  ceafing  to  pray  for  yea 
So  the  prophet  David  wreftledfor  the  church,  Pfal.  xiv. 
'7.   '  •  O  that  the  Llvation  of  Ifrael  were  come  out  oi 
Zion  !'  Pfal.  xxv.»22.  '  Redeem  Ifracl,  O  GoH,  out  of 
all  his  troubles.  Pfal.  11,   18.     *  Do  good  rn  thy  good 
pie  tfiire  unto  Zion,  build  thou  the  walls  of  Jcrufalcm.* 
So  Afaph,  Pfal.  Ixxx.  14-     *  Return,  we  bcfecch  thee, 
O  God  of  hods  :  look  down  from  heaven,  andvifitditf 
vine,'  &c.     Likewife  the  prophet  Ifaiah  was  thuscOB- 
cerned,  Ifa.  Ixii.  i.  .  *  For  Zion's  fake  will  I  not  hoU 
my  peace,  and  for  Jerufalem's  fake  will  I  not  reft,  until 
the  righteoufnefs  thereof  go  forth  as  brightnefs,  and  the 
falvc^tion  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  burneth.'     Andfotke 
prophet  Daniel  wreilled  fervently  for  the  church,  Dan. 
jx.  16.  17,  18,  19.     So  did  Nehemiah,  Neh.  i.  5,  6,  7i 
{^,  9,  &c.    Axid  fo.  did  the,  apoftle  Paul,  Rom.  u^noi 
X.  I.  Eph.  i.  16,  17.     But  I  have  a  greater  pattern  t<? 
lay  before  you  than  all  thefe,  even  that  of  the  Angel  of 
the  Covenant,  the  great  Prophet  and  Teacher  of  the 
church,  Zech.  i.  12.     How  earneftly  doth  he  plead  for 
the  church  in  diftrcfs  ?'  O  Lord  of  hofts,  how  long  wilt 
thou  not  have  mercy  on  Jerufalem,  and  the  dries  of 
Judah,  againfl  which  thou  haft  had  indignation  thefe 
fcventy  years  ?'     Let  us  imitate  him. 

3.  Becaufe  God  is  exceedingly  delighted  withfuch 
pleadings,  and  allows  great  familiarity  to  thofe  who  in- 
terceed  for  his  church,  Ifa.  xlv.  11.  and  promifeth  pn)- 
fpeiity  to  them,  Pfal.  cxxii,  6. 

4.  Winifters  fhould  be  more  earncft  for  the  church 
in  trouble  than  other  men,  becaufe  they  are  ChriiVs  prin- 
cipal fervants,  who  (hould  be  more  zealous  for  their  glo- 
rious Mafter  than  others,  and  know  heft  the  near  rela- 
tion the  church  ftands  in  to  him^  thai  ihe  is  bis  city,  his 

'     .  houfc, 
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Imuie,  his.hcritapci  his  fpoufci  lus  body,  and  the  pur-. 

I^fe  of  his  blood.     And  therefore  miniftcrs,  for  their 

Itfaftcr's  fake,  ihould  interpofe  with  the  grcatcll  cvneft- 

ncfs  for  the  church* 

6-  Bccaufe  miniftcrs  arc,  by  their  office,  bound  to 

hiavc  more  compafTxon  than  others  to  precipus  fouls, 
which  ^annot  mifs  to  be  in  a  miferablc  fituation,  when 
the  church  is  diftrcfled  with  fpiritual  judgments,  as  the 
withdravring  of  the  Spirit  from  ordinances,  and  the 
plague  of  dry  breafts. 

6.  Becaufe  at  fuch  a  timo  the  fouls  of  miniftcrs  arc 
*  Kkc  to  i'ufFer^  as  well  as  others;  for  the  church,  being 

the  mother  of  us  all ;  if  it  be  ill  with  her,  and  her  con- 
dition fickly  and  pinit^g,  our  fouls  muft  languish  with 
other  mens. 

7.  Becaufe  miniftcrs  Ihould  beft  knowj;he  hazard  of 
being  f)lent  and  unconcerned  about  the  church's  dasigcr 
and  trouble  ;  feeing  there  is  a  heavy  wo  denounced  a- 
gainft  them,  *  who  are  at  eafe  in  Zion,  and  arc  not 
j^ricved  for  the  affliftiou  of  Jofeph,*  Amos  vi.  i.  6. 
And  they  know  what  wrath  was.  threatened  againft 
£fther,  if  (he  did  keep  filence  when  the  church  was  in 
danger,  Efthcr  iv.  14*  *  For  if  {hou  altogether  hold 
thy  peace  at  this  time,  then  fliall  enlargement  and  de- 
Vtverancc  arifc  to  the  Jews  from  another  place,  but. 
thou  and  tliy  father's  houfe  fliall.bc  dcftioyed, 

HEAD    HI. The  Improvement. 

Flrfi  Ufe  may  be  of  Lament ai ion ^  upo!t  tlie  account  of 
oar  filence  and  unconcerned ncfs  who  are  minifters  about 
the  chiirch  of  God  when  in  danger  and  diftrcfs.  Ah  i 
how  few  are  there  among  us  of  Eli's  difpofition  this  day, 
whofc  hearts  are  trembling  for  the  ark  of  God  !  How 
few  weeping  between  the  porch  and  the  altar,  and  cry- 
mg,  «  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  giv^  not  thine 
i^eritancc  to  reproach  1'  Witncfs  the  unfrcquency  of 
faft  days,  and  the  cold  entertainment  given  to  motions 
for  oblcrving  them.  What !  is  it  a  time  for  filence  and 
ea&nei^,  when  the  affairs  of  Zion  arc  in  fuch  a  meian- 

choly 
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choly  fituation  both  at  home  and  abroad  ?  Is  it 
for  as  to  dwell  at  care  in  our  ceiled  houfes,  when  Ai 
Lord's.hoafc  is  threatened  to  be  laid  waftc  by  our  w 
fill  backflidingSy  and  de(tru£live  divifions  ^  Is  it  becoBh 
lAg  the  charadicr  of  Chrift's  ambafladors,  to  ffaewanin< 
dtfferency  anent  his  church's  danger,  and  to  ad  the  pan 
of  a  Heathen  Gallio,  to  care  for  none  of  thefe  tttings 
O  what  caufe  hare  we  to  bewail  the  cafe  of  thofe, 
can  be  eafy  about  the  public  intereft  of  the  church,  if  iJ 
go  well  with  their  own  private  affairs ;  who  care  not, 
if  they  can  fwim  in  profperitr,  though  the  church  bd 
drowned  in  tears  and  blood  !  What  is  this  !  but  to  be 
like  the  king  and  Hamon,  who  (at  down  to  drink  whcd 
the  city  Shu(han  was  perplexed,  Efthcr  iii.  15.  '  For  i 
CSiriftian  minifter  to  mind  his  private  concerns,  and 
xiegteA  the  pub1ie>  is  as  great  folly^  as  if  a  failor  in  t 
ftorm  fhould  notice  only  his  private  cbe(l,  and  de; left 
the  veffel  in  which  he'  and  his  eflefts  are  embatkd: 
It  i#  i^corded»  as  a  praife* worthy  a£Uon,  and  a  noble 
evidence  of  a  public  fpirit  in  one  Terenttns,  a  captab 
under  the  emperor  Valens,  who,  having  done  fi>fhe  fp^ 
ctal  fervice  to  the  emperor,  for  which  he  jtidgcd  him 
worthy  of  an  eminent  reward,  he-  bid  him  aifc  vrfiat  he 
would  have,  and  it  (honid  be  granted.  Whereupon, 
after  an  advifement,  be  wrote  a  petition  to  the  emperor^ 
That  the  Orthodox  Chrifttans  might  have  liberty  of  i 
church  by  themfclvcs,  where  they  might  worfliip  God 
feparately  from  the  Arians.  The  emperor  being  Arian 
himfelf,  was  much  offended  with  the  petition,  tore  it  in 
pieces,  and  threw  it  away,  bidding  the  captain  aikfome* 
thing  for  himfelf  s  but  he  careftilly  gathering  up  the 
jneces  of  his  torn  petition,  faid,  If  be  could  not  be 
heard  in  Chrift'a  eaufe,  he  would  aik  nothing  for  him- 
felf. Alas !  that  we,  who  arc  Ghrift's  mmiRets,  (hould 
fall  fo  much  (hort  of  this  foldier  in  concern  for  Chrilf 5 
inteteft  ! 

But  the  beft  improvement  we  can  make  of  this  doc- 
trine is  for  amendment  >  and  therefore  I  iball  proceed 
to  a 

Suond  Ufirf^Emhorfatiin,  And  here,  my  dear  breriireflj 

fuScr 
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nJfer  me  to  be  your  humbls  remembrancert  «Dil  mj 
imn  monitor :  and  the  duty  exhorted  to,  is,  that  I  have 
been  infifting  opon  from  the  ttxt^  weep  and  pray  for 
d\  the  cfaurehcs  of  God  that  are  in  diftrefs»  and  efpe- 
fiaWy  the  church  of  Scotland,  our  mother  church, 
Niluch  at  this  day  is  ia  danger  of  bein^  torn  in  pieces 
^iTid  deftroyed,  if  God  in  his  mercy  do  not  prerent  it. 
I)  let  us  cry  with  .^11  our  might,  '  Lord,  fpar<;  thypeo* 
pie,  and  give  hot  chine  heritage;  Ss^  Scotland)  to  re- 
proach :•  wherefore  (hall  they  fay  among  the  people, 

where  is  their  God  V     And,  for  your  encouragement 
\  to  wreftle  and  ple^d  with  Sod  in  her  behalf,  let  me 

offer  thefe  confiderations ; 

I  •  Such  pleadings  are  mod  acceptable  to  God,  and 

f  reval^nt  with  him.     Who  are  they  but  the  wreftlers 

that  deliver  th^  church,  and  prefenre  the  ifland  ? 

2.  Thofe  who  are  moft  concerned  for  the  church  in 
\  danger,  ifaall  have  the  greateft  ihare  in  her  comforts 
[   when  God  refcues  her.    They  who  fow  mod .  of  the 

(eed  of  tears  for  Zion,  fliali  reap  mod  of  her  joys,  when 
i    the  haiveft  comes. 

3 .  We  have  noble  arguments  to  make  ufe  of  in  plead* 
tng  with  God  for  tlus  poor  church,  as  well  as  diey  bad 
of  old,  for  IfraeU 

As,  (1.)  The  compaflion  of  his  nature,  which  hadi 
often  interpcfcd  for  this  church,  when  he  feemed  to  have 
given  her  up.  So  was  it  in  the  cafe  of  Ifrael,  Judg.  x* 
14.  where  God  appeared  to  rejedl  them,  and  bid  them, 
'  Go  cry  to  the  gods  they  had  chofen,  and  let  thefe  de- 
liver them  in  the  time  of  their  trouble  -^  yet  when  If- 
raei  perfified  in  crying  for  pity,  it  is  faid,  v.  16'  *  His 
btti  was  grieved  for  the  mlfery  of  Ifrael,  and  he  deliv* 
crcd  them.* 

(2.)  We  may  plead  the  glory  of  bis  name,  as  of* 
old,  Jer,  xiv.  ai.  *  Lord,  do  not  difgrace  the  throne 
of  thy  glory,'  viz.  the  temple  where  thy  glory  is  dif* 
played :  q.  d*  *  Lord^  we  deferVe  to  have  difgrace  put 
upon  us ;  but  letO  it  be  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  dif« 
grace  may  not  refle£t  u[^n  thyfeif,  upon  thy  worihip, 
Uiy  ordinances,  .thy  attributes,  thy  promifes.  Let  not 
^ur  enemies  hare  occafion  to  reproach  thy  name,  or  to 

fay. 
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fay,  ijbhere  is  now  their  God?  Where  is  the  God  they 
always  boafted  of,  as  fuperior  to  all  the  gods  of  the 
nations  V  So  may  we  fay,  *  Lord,  do  for  thy  cwi 
name's  fake ;  it  is  no  great  matter  what  become  of  the 
miniftcrs  or  profeflbrs  of  Scotland ;  but' what  wilt  thoc 
do  for  thy  great  name^  that  may  come  fome  way  lo  fof- 
fer  with  them  ?  Lord,  what  will  the  Egyptians  fay  f 
£xod«  xxxii.  ' 

(3.1  We  may  plead  his  covenant  with  us,,  as  they 
did,  Jer.  xiv.  21.  Lordy  remember  and  break  not  covenant 
mnth  us.  Though  we  have  broke  to  thee.  Lord,  do  not 
thou  break  to  us.  •  We  areti  people  in  covenant  with 
thee  more  explicitly  l^an  other  nations ;  we  are  a  land 
peculiarly  given  to  Chrift  by  the  father's  donation,  as 
being  amongft  the  ends  and  uttermod  parts  of  the  eardn 
and  among  the  ifles,  which  have  feen  hts  falvation,  and 
.waited  for  his  law  ^  we  are  a  land  mod  -iblemnly  de- 
voted to  God  by  our  reforming  anceftors,  who,  in  1 
national  way,  avouched  the  Lord  to  be  their  God  v  and 
at  the  fame  fime  gave  up  themfelves  and  their  poftcrity 
to  the  Lord  ^  and  thoo,  Lord,  didft  declare  thyfelf  wcU 
pleafed  with  the  bargain^  thou  didil  fill  the  temple  widi 
thy  glory,  work  great  deliverance  for  us,  and  raife  0^ 
faviours  unto  us,  when  we  were  brought  very  low.  0 
do  hot  now  forfake  thine  inheritance  ! 


DIRECTIONS- 

I  proceed,  in  the  next  place,  with,  all  humility,  to 
offer  fome  advices  proper  for  minillers  of  the  gofpel,  re- 
lative to  this  fuhjed^  :  and,  that  I  may  the  better  reach 
them,  I  (hall  propofe  and  anfwer  fome  quedions. 

^/efl.  I.  *  What  things  (hall  we  pray  for  at  this  time 
unto  this  church,  for  preventing  her  reproach,  retriev- 
ing her  credit,  and  promoting  hei  welfare  ?* 

jin/w.  1.  Let  us  pray  for  a.  fpirit  of  repentance, 
mourning  and  fupplication,  to  all  ranks  among  us,  that 
we  may  all  be  difpofed  to  humble  ourfelves  before  the 
Lord,  and  mournfully  tp  bewail  gur  {ins,#our  backflid* 
ings  and  defedions,  which  have  provoked  God  to  witk> 

draw 
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A'aw  from  iii,  and  threaten  to  give  tis  up  to  reproach^ 
O  that  Scotland  iircre  brought  to  the  temper  of  peni* 
tent  returning  Ifrael,  x  Sam.  vii.  a.  where  it  is  faid» 
that  <  alJ  Ifrael  lamented  after  the  Lord  I'  Were  ail 
ranks  moved  in  a  penitent  manner  to  come  and  lament 
after  a  departing  God,  it  would  be  a  hopeful  token  for 
the  land. 

!•  Let  us  pray  fot  God^s  poUring  out  his  ISpirit  from 
on  high  upon  the  ordinances  and  aflemblies  of  this  land^ 
for  convincing,  enlightening,  atld  convetting  of  fouls 
to  the  Lord  :  For  our  affairs  will  never  take  a  turn  t6 
the  better,  <  until  the  Spirit  be  poured  out  from  on 
high/  Ifa.  xxxii.  15  :  Till  then,  our  wildemefs  will  not 
be  turned  to  a  fruitful  field.     Well,  then,  let  us  all  pray^ 
for  a  time  when  goTpeUdrdinances,  cdfpenfed  by  U8> 
fliall  he  remarkably  backed  bv  God's  power  and  pre- 
lence  ^  for  a  time  wheti,  by  tne  effufron  of  the>  Spirit^ 
a  great  and  effe£hial  door  fliall  be  opened  to  us,  as  wa^  * 
t6  Paul  at  Ephefus,  t  Cor.  xvl  9*.  *  a  door  of  utter*- 
anee'  opened  in  mmifters  mouths,  and  a  doot  of  en* 
trance  in  (inners  hearts ;  a  time  when  minifters  minds 
Otatt  be  enlightened,  their  hearts  tvatttied,  memories 
ftrengdiened,  and  tohgues  ioofed;  fo  that  they  (hall 
have  a  great  facility  in  utrering  their  thoughts ;  *  their 
hearts  (hail  indite  a  good  matter,  and  their  tongues  be 
as  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.'    Let  us  pray  for  the  timd 
when  minifters  mouths  fhall  be  opened,  and  hearers 
appetites  (harpened  ;  w^en  miniders  heaits  (hall  be  en- 
larged, and  hearers  hearts  melted ;  when  tht  arrows 
of  the  word  ihall  be  dircfted  by  a  powerful  hand,  to 

fierce  the  confcienees  of  men,  and  they  brought  thtre- 
y  to  make  ferious  enquiries  about  their  eternal  ilate^ 
•  What  muft  We  do  to  be  fared  V  TTiis  would  retrieve 
our  credits 

3.  Let  us  pray  eatneflly  for  the  dowti-pouring  of  t))e 
Spirit  upon  young  ftudents  and  expe£lants  of  the  holy 
n)iniftry,  That  God  may  make  them  acquainted  with 
Regeneration ^vwcrd  in  their  younger  years,  and  raife  up 
amongft  them  eminent  inilruments  of  his  glory  ;  makd 
iKero  burning  and  ilaning  Hghts,  men  of  public  fpirits^ 
>ffho  will  dcfire  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  for  the  glory  of 
Vol.  L  «  N  n  Chrift 
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Chrift  and  winning  of  fouls ;  nicft  that  will  prefer  Je* 
rufUem  to  their  chiefeft  joy  ;  men  that  will  be  fuitably 
weighted  with  the  work  they  are  undertaking,  and  con- 
cerned to  be  cleared  about  their  having  God's  call  ta 
It ;  men  that  will  not  ru(h  forwardly  upon  the  work, 
have  an  aflive  hand  in  thruiling  themfelves  into  the 
vineyard,  and  fo  run  urfent,  but  wait  patiently  till 
God  clear  their  way,  O  that  God  would  taife  up  fuch 
a  miniitry  in  Scotland  for  the  next. age  !  O  that  he 
would  fend  fuch  labourers  into  his  harvcft  I  This 
would  prevent  our  reproach,  and  retrieve  our  credit. 

4  Let  us  pray  for  the  continuance  of  the  purity  of 
doflrine  and  worfhip  in  the  \^n^^  that  God  may  pre- 
fcrve  us  from  deifm,  and  whatever  hath  a  tendency 
thereto ;  and  from  all  Popifti,  Socinian,  or  Ari^.n  er- 
rors*, and  that  he  may  deliver  us  from  all  Pelagian  and 
Arminian  tenets  and  opinions  ^  that  fo  men  may  fee 
and  acknowledge  God  in  every  thing ;  whereas  Pela- 
gians and  Arminian.s  fcarce  fee  God  in  any  thing,  but 
make  man  hinifelf  (as  it  were)  a  God,  by  afcribing  all 
to  his  natural  powers,  and  making  him  independent 
with  rcfpeft  to  hi^  converfion  and  fpiritual  perform- 
ances. O  what  a  reproach  would  it  be  to  us,  if  fuch 
errors  (hould  prevail  among  us ! 

5  Let  us  pray  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  and 
unity  of  this  church,  and  that  our  breaches  may  all  be 
healed,  and  greater  breaches  prevented  ;  that  God  tnay  - 
pity  us  in  our  prefent  fjtuation,  and  raife  up  peace- ma- 
kers amongft  us  ;  that  he  may  infpire  all  the  jniniflers 
of  this  church  with  a  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  charity,  and 
forbearance  towards  their  brethren,  who  cannot  attain 
to  the  fame  light  with  them  in  feme  leiTer  matters  ;  and 
that  he  may  deliver  us  from  a  fpirit  of  bitternefs,  ma- 
lice, or  peifecution,  againft  our  brethren.  O  how 
monftrous  and  reproachful  will  it  be,  for  thofe  who 
bear  the  character,  of  Chrifl's  lambs  and  doves,  to  fall 
a-biting*  and  tearing  one  another,  like  lions  and  beafts 
of  prey  ! 

6.  Let  us  pray  for  the  removing  of  all  thcfe  things 
which  are  the  caufes  of  divifion  and  contention  among 
us;  and^  particularly,  for  deliverance  from  all  fpiritual 

^  oppreffion^ 
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fjppreflion,  and  encroachments  upon  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  this  church,  by  p  itrons  or  others,  that  fo 
congregations  may  be  fupplied  with  paftors  with  the 
confent  and  good-fiking  of  the  members  thereof ;  this 
•  would  contribute  much  for  our  welfare,  and  prevent 
our  repi  oach. 

7.  l^t  us  pray,  that  God  would  pour  out  a  fpirit  of 
reformation,  and  of  zeal  for  piety,  and  igainft  all  man- 
ner of  fin  and  vicr,  upon  all  ranks  of  pcrfons  amongft 
us  ;  fuch  as  magiftntes,  minifters,  elders,  heads  of  fa- 
milies, parents,  and  teachers  of  youth ;  fo  that  every 
pcrfon,  in  their  refpe^livc  Rations,  may  vigouroufly 
exert  thcmfelves  ft>r  fupprefling  fin,  and  recommend- 
ing the  exercife  c»f  godlinefs  amongft  thofe  committed 
to  their  charge  :  And  hcrel>y  the  credit  and  profperity 
of  the  church  would  be  greatly  promoted. 

^//^.  2.  How  is  it  that  wc  mtift  pray  for  the  church, 
fo  as  to  prevail  ? 

Anf  I.  •  Let  us  pray  in  faith/  Jam  i.  6  believing 
that  God  ift  infinite  in  power,  and  able  to  help ;  full 
of  compaffion,  and  ready  to  help ;  and  depending  en- 
tirely upon  the  merits  and  mediation  ofjefus  Chrift, 
for  acceptance  in  our  prayers.  2.  Let  us  pray  with 
fervency,  like  Jacob,  who  wreftled  with  God,  when 
he  prayed.  Let  us,  by  importunate  addreffcs,  bcfiege 
heaven  with  holy  violence ;  and,  like  Saminn,  let  us 
bow  ourfelves  with  all  our  nvight,  in  order  to  pull  down 
the  pillars  of  Dagon's  temple.  3.  Let  us  join  penitent 
tears  with  our  tetvent  prayer?  ;  for,  in  the  text,  we 
find  wVeping  and  praying  linked  together ;  Alio  the 
iimous  wreftler  Jacob  *  wept  and  made  fupplication,' 
when  he  prevailed  with  the  angel,  Hof.  xii.  4.  4-  ^'<^t 
lis  pray  in  an  argumentative  manner,  when  wc  p'cad 
with  God  for  his  church  :  Let  us  fiH  our  mouths  with 
-arguments,  as  in  the  text,' and  as  Mofes  did,  Exod, 
xxxii.  II,  12,  13.  5.  Let  u-  pray  with  perfeVtrance, 
as  wc  are  direftcd,  Eph  vi.  18,  Rom  xii.  12.  *  Hold 
not  your  peace,  give  him  no  reft,'  faith  the  prophet, 
Ifa.  Ixii.  I,  6,  7.  6.  Let  our  prayers  be  joined  with 
•a  diligent  ufe  of  the  means,  to  obtain  the  favours  wc 
N  'n  2  •  a&  5 
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aft :  Aft  idle  beggars  are  not  welcome  to  mao^B  doefi ' 
fo  neither  are  they  to  God'»«     And  this  kadi  to 

^ejl-  3«  What  are  thofe  means  and  endeavovspiv- 
per  to  be  ufed  by  uff«  in  conjunction  with  our  prayciit 
in  order  to  obtain  the  credit  and  profpaity  oF'dib 
church,  and  to  prevent  her  reproach  ? 

j^nf*  I  defire,  in  the  humbleft  manner,  to  ofltr  tiieiiB 
following  to  nfiy  brethren's  confideration, : 

I.  I>et  us  aU  endeavour  to  be  like  the  well-furmfted 
fcribe,  that  bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treafure,  '  tluBfl* 
both  new  and  old/  L  e.  Let  us  ftudy  to  furniflied  vitlt 
a  ftock  of  neceflary  and  ufeful  knowledge,  that  we  my 
bring  forth  variety  of  provifion  for  tlie  entertaiDment 
of  our  peoples  fouls :  *  Thepriefts  lips  (hould  prcfcwc 
knowledge/  In  the  ui  place,  Lei  us  all  be  well-ikilld 
in  fcripture-knowledge,  in  the  knowledge  of  God  ani 
hi$  perfe£kion8,  and  of  the  myftery  of  tM  Trinity,  fe^^ 
as  revealed,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift,  our  furety  and  bdh 
fice.  Likewife,  we  need  the  knowledge  of  human  aits 
and  fciencesy  and  of  the  languages;  and  cfpcmlh^ 
in  which  the  holy  bible  was  iirft  written :  This  Know- 
ledge is  a  ^ood  handmaid  to  divinity  and  fcfipcu'^ 
knowledge  ;  and,  for  acquiring  thefe,  we  ought  tobve 
liurferies  of  leariiing,  and  fchools  of  the  prophet^i  ^  ^ 
ancient  ages* 

There  is  a  kO.  lately  rifen  among  us,  who  decry  fiKA 
knowledge  as  unneceflary  for  gofpeKminifteiSi  ^ 
therefore  make  choice  of  illiterate  men  for  that  office* 
But,  if  the  devil  ihould  ftir  up  Arians,  SociniaiiS)  ^ 
ifts,  or  others,  to  make  an  attack  upon  our  holy  reli" 

g'on,  what  could  fuch  men  do  to  defend  it  i  If  Roir/ 
ould  fend  her  fubtile  Jefuits  and  learned  pricftsaisoiiS 
us,  to  fubvert  the  Proteftant  dodrines,  and  miilea<i  our 
people,  how  would  thefe  unlearned  preachers  be  able 
to  maintain  thern^  and  difcover  the  fallacies  of  tbeif  ^' 
guments  ? 

Objfa.  O  (fay  they)  we  have  the  word  to  offok 
them. 

Aftf  {fi.  Had  there  not  been  men  of  learning  before 
youtohavetranflatedit,  youeven  would  not.have  bad  chat. 
^(//jTi  Put  th^  bell  fiA  prd  tyCr  was,  in  the  band  of  one 

that 
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thuA  wafktf  fluU  to  ufe  it,  he  could  not  thereby  defend 

himfelf  againft  him  that  is  expert  in  the  art  of  fencing* 

When  the  cunning  Jcfutt  ihall  allege.  The  paflage  you 

quote  IS  net  juftly  tranflated,  what  would  you  anfwer 

plkm  i    It  hath  been  judicioufly  obferYed,  by  the  authors 

fA  our  ecclefiaftic  mftorie%  that  the  blood v  emperor 

Diodefian  did  not  fo  much  mtfchief  to  the  cnurch  and 

her  minifters,  as  the  emperor  Julian  the  apoftate  did. 

The  firft,  indeed,  put  many  of  them  to  death ;  but 

the  devil  learned  Julian  another  way,  viz.  to  take  away 

the  maintenance  of  minifters,  and  put  down  their  fchools 

of  learning ;  and  hereby  Julian  did  the  greateft  damage 

of  the  two :  For,  though  Diodefian  took  many  emi* 

nent  men  away,  there  ftill  arofe  others  in  their  ftead  ^ 

but  the  robbing  of  minifters  and  fchools  of  learning, 

of  their  maintenance  and  revenues,  did  hinder  a  (no 

ceiEon  of  able  minifters  in  the  church.    And  ftialJ  any 

lover  of  Zion  join  iiTue  with  that  infamous  apoftate  ? 

liCt  young  preachers  and  eipe£lants  remember  this^ 

tkat  they  may  diligently  improve  their  excellent  oppor* 

tanities  in  furfliftung  themfelves  with  the  knowledge 

•    of  the  languages,  hiftory,   philofophy,    mathematics, 

geography,   aftronomy,  and  polemic  divinity,   which 

are  good  handmaids  to  fcripture- knowledge  :  And  this 

wottid  be  one  w%y  to  promote  the  welfare   of  this 

church,  and  prevent  her  reproach  j  for,  an  ignorant 

miniftry  is  a  reproach  to  any  church. 

II.  Let  all  of  us  ftudy,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  to  be 
found  among  thefe  who  deferve  the  character  of  able 
minifters  of  the  New  Teftament,  mentioned  by  the  a* 
poftle,  a  Cor.  iii.  6.  ^ejl.  Who  is  it  thac  may  be 
denominated  an  able  minifter  of  the  New  Teftament  T 
Anf,  He  is  one  that  is  well  (killed  in  the  myftery  o 
Cbrift,  and  him  crucified ;  that  knows  how  to  open  up 
iy^  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  method  of  our  juitifica- 
Hon  by  Jefus  Cbrift,  and  his  righteoufiiefs  only.  He 
maks  it  bis  main  bulinefs  to  hold  forth  the  excellency 
and  ufefulneis  of  Cbrift,  both  for  our  juAification  and 
^ftification*  He  looks  upon  Jefus  Chrift  as  the 
Puiftian's  great  furety  and  facrifice,  and  alfo  as  his 

head 
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huroiliation,  rcpentaticfi  felf-fearchbg,feaoisidnetei^ 
righteoufo^by  and  removing  di  falfe  foosdatioiis,  t2l 
they  win  to  the  rock  Chrifl:,  and  his  moft  perfied  I^d^ 
oufncfa,  36  the  only  grooxul  of  their  juftificadonaal 
acceptance  at  God's  bar.  And  thia  being  fttchaaiti> 
cal  time  for  their  fouis,  «re  ought^  according  to  tkaC* 
femblv's  dire£lion,  diligently  to  inftruA  them  hcfoie 
their  nrft  admiflion  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  particularly 
94  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  articles  thereof ; 
and  take  them  folemnly  engaged  theretinto,  andtbtio 
'  a  more  exprefs  way  than  we  did  their  fibers  at  tkit 
haptifm.  Let  ub  put  fuch  qoeftions  lo  them  at  tfaefei 
and  wait  for  their  anfwers  \ 

I.  ^  What  Cenfe  have  ycu  of  your  mifcry by aatnxQ 
and  while  under  the  covenant  of  works  i 

a.  ^  Do  you  fee  the  need  you  ftand  in  of  the  Ab- 
diator's  help  to  relieye  you  out  of  this  ftate  i 

3.  ^.  Are  you  feniible  of  your  breaking  yonr  btp- 
tifmal  engagements,  by  running  away  from  QirHl  yonf 
Captain,  going  over  to  the  devil's  camp,  and  fiadiDg 
los^  out  aga'jft  Chrift's  calls  f 

4.  ^  Are  you  defirous  to  returti  onto  the  Lard,  at 
penitent  prodigak,  and  nH>urnin£  backfliders,  with  jfcs^ 
face  Zion-ward8,  weeping  as  ye  go,  willing  to  tentt 
your  baptifmal  vows,  faying«  '  Come,  let  us  }<»n  out* 
£elves  to  the  Lord  in  an  everlafling  covenant,  never  tQ 
be  forgotten  ?' 

5.  ^  Arc  you  content  to  break  with  the  trinity  of 
hell,  and  engage  with  the  Trinity  of  heaven  !  t*  f-  ^^ 
you  content  to  renounce  the  world,  the  drvil,  and  tk 
flefh ;  and  to  accept  of  God  the  father  as  your  fatko 
God  the  Son  as  your  redeemer,  and  God  the  Holy  Choft 
as  your  fandlifier,  in  whofe  name  ye  arc  baptised  ^ 

6.  ^  Do  you  admire  redeeming  love  in  the  Son  ot 
Godj  his  undertaking  to  be  a  furcty  ^n&  facrificeford* 
race  of  fallen  Adam,  when  he  paft  by  fallen  angeli  i 

7.  ^.  Do  you  heartily  approve  of  this  excellent  con- 
trivance and  gofpcl- method  of  falvation  thro' the  fuictf* 
frip  and  fan£lification  of  Jefua.  Chrift  ?  Do  ye  tUw 
this  a  device  worthy  of  God>  and  of  rnfinice  Irifdom  i 
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8.  ^  Arc  you  therefore  willing  to  renonnce  vour 
own  rigliteoufnefs  and  ftreDf^th,  as  infufficient  to  anfwer 
the  <ienn9nfts  of  the  law,  and  to  accept  of  a  furety  for 
both«  anil  fjy,  *  in  the  Lord  Jefus  I  have  righteouiiiefti 
and  ftrength  ;'  I  am  willing  to  make  ufe  of  a  borrowed 
ftrength  for  my  performing  of  duty,  and  of  a  borrowed 
righteouffiefs  for  my  acceptance  in  duty  ? 

9.  ^  Are  you  willing  to  go  in  to  this  felf-de- 
nyini;  method  ot  falvation  \  and  are  you  well  pleafed 
with  it«  as  it  tends  to  make  you  eternal  debtors  to  free 
fraccy  excludes  all  glorying  and  boafting  in  the  crea- 
ture, and  afcribes  all  the  glory  of  your  falvation  to 
Chrift  only  ;  takes  the  crown  off  the  head  of  /e//^  and 
puts  it  on  the  head  of  Chrift  ? 

io.  ^.  Arc  you  content  to  accept  of  Jefus  Chrift^ 
the  mediator  betwi&t  God  and  man,  in  all  his  n(Fice3  • 
as  a  prophet,  to  inftru£l  and  teach  you  ;  as  a  pri^ft,  to 
atone  and  intercede  for  you  y  and  as  a  King,  to  rule  ia 
and  over  you  ? 

1 1.  S,  Are  you  content  to  take  Chrift  as  a  King  to 
govern  you  by  nis  laws,  as  well  as  a  prieft  to  fave  you 
by  his  blood  ?  Are  you  d<  urous  he  ihould  come  m  as 
a  king  to  execute  his  kingly  office  in  your  foul,  to  fet 
up  his  throne  in  your  heart,  and  fubdue  ail  indwell* 
iDg  fin,  and  to  conquer  all  your  lufts  and  corruptions  i 

12.  ^  Do  you  look'  on  your  fins  as  the  enemies 
and  crucifiers  of  Chrift  ?  And  do  you  refoive»  through 
his  grace,  to  throw  out  every  one  of  them,  and  to  bar* 
hour  none  of.thefe  murderers ,  and  to  give  no  houl'e* 
loom  nor  heart-room  to  the  leaft  nail  or  thorn  that 
pierced  Chrift  I 

13.  ^  Are  you  willing  to  cut  off  every  right  hand, 
and  pluck  out  every  right  eye  for  Chrift,  and  not  to 
count  any  fin  too  dear  to  part  with  for  Jefus  Chrift  ? 

14.  ^  Do  you  defire  to  come  to  Chrift  for  fan<Slifi- 
eation  as  well  as  for  juftification^i  for  holinefs  as  well 
as  for  happinefs ;  for  conformity  and  likenefs  to  God, 
as  well  as  for  acce&  to  dwell  with  God  i 

'5*  i^-  Do  you  come  willingly,  as  a  volunteeri  at 

the  found  of  the  gofpel-trumpet,  to  lift  ypurfeif  under 

Qurift's  banner^  refolving  to  forfake  the  devil's  campt 

O  0  qin4 
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and  fw«tr  alleginnce  to  King  Jefua;  to  fstfee  op 
for  btm^  Mid  fifrht  againft  bis  cmemiesi  fhd  4m^,  ite 
world,  mnd  the  Mk^  all  the  days  of  four  Wft  i 

16.  ^.  Do  ytw  accept  of  all  GckTs  ordtnuices,  ]»  b: 
wordy  fatcramentSy  {^raf  ers,  &c.  as  n^ceffiMy  hdps  ti  I211 
heavetii  and  means  of  conveying  grace,  which  you  iril  Wt\ 
cfteem  and  make  ufe  of  with  care  and  dilig^iice  ?  ICi 

17.  j^.  Do  you  accept  of  Chrift's  people,  thofe  who  |ii 
bear  his  image,  as  yoor  beloved  friends,  your  felkxr- 
traveUers }  firmly  refolving  to  join  wMi  Chrift's  fiufe 
lock,  his  praying  flock,  his  fin-hatifig  flock,  his  flod 
that  fear  an  oath,  and  that  notwithftanding  of  thfi  re- 
proach of  fingiilartty  ? 

18.  J^  Do  you,  through  his  grace,  |>tnrpofe  never  i«t 
fellow  the  multitude  to  do  evil,  or  join  wkli  thesn  is 
common  fins ;  but  ftedfaftly  to  avoid  and  refift  all  Ac 
temptations  and  fnares  of  evil  company,  and  fay  with 
David  to  them,  *  Depart  from  me,  ye  evil  doers»  for  { 
will  keep  the  commandments  of  my  God  ? 

'  19.  ^.  Are  you  willing  to  accept  of  the  rod  and  iE& 
cipline  of  Chrift's  houfe ;  to  welcome  hts  ccmviflsoaB 
and  reproofs,  as  well  as  hi^Xromfort^  and  fmtles  ( totske 
Chrift  with  his  crofs  as  well  as  Chrift  with  his  Cfown; 
to  fuffer  the  world's  hatreds  and  feoffs,  and  other  per« 
lecutions,  for  Chrift? 

20.  J^  Are  you  refolved,  through  grace,  diat  so. 
temptation  or  diteouragement  (hall  make  you  prove  nm- 
aways  or  defcrters  from  the  Captain  of  your  faHranoa; 
but  that  you  will  adhere  to  htm,  and  abide  byfaisftao^* 
ard  all  the  days  of  your  life  ? 

21.  ^..  As  you  are  content  to  accept  of  Chrift,  sod 
all  that  belongs  to  him,  are  you  not  alfo  willing  to  give 
^p  and  furrender  yourfelf  to  the  Lord,  and  aH  that  be- 
longs unto  you,  to  be  difpo&d  of  by  him  at  his  plea* 
fure;  M  that  you  are,  foul  and  body,  heart,  mind, 
will,  confcience,  memory,  and  all  that  you  have,  time, 
talents,  relations,  enjoyments,  fcc 

22.  ^.  When  Chrift  and  the  devil  are  ftriving  for 
your  heart,  and  each  df  them  faying,  *  My  fbn,  give 
ine  thy  heart  \*  and  when  Chrift  is  putting  it  to  your 
^hoicej  in  the  days  of  youths  &ying>  Chufe  vi4i0io  y^it 
«'  '*    ' '         •  •      •  will 
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*%iK  yield  iittCo»  ehnfe  whom  you  will  farvc  %  WhadtdotH 
y«ar  hcitrt  airfWer  unto  Mm  ?  | 

23.  ^.  b  it  your  purpofe  to  engage  ta  all  the  arti- 
de»  of  uie  cofenant  m  borrowed  ftreogtb,  wholly  di£> 
irttfting  your  own  Rrength  and  refoiutiont  \  and  refolr^ 
\xi%  to  trtrfky  not  in  your  promife  to  Chrift^  but  ixk 
Chrift's  promife  to  yoa»  that  he  <  will  ncyer  teaire  yoii. 
sor  foxfake  you  V  . 

'  24.  i^  Do  you  refolTe  to  live  a  life  of  prayer  an4    ' 
«{qvaifttanc6  wIdiChrift  aU  your  days»  that  yoa  wili 
akwuym  rosk  to  God^  and  confah  him  in  all  cafea  ?.  , 

25.  Qj^  Are  you  refolved  alfo  to  HVe  a  life  of  faith 
acnd  dependence  daily  on  the  Son  of  God,  for  his  righ^ 
teosfiieis  to  eover  guilty  for  his  ftrength  to  pcrforn^ 
'dutf,  conquer  fin^  relift  temptationi  I^ar  crepes  an^ 
afliOionsf 

a6.  Q^  ^^  V^  refolved  to  msdce  Otdinances  always 
Vyfting- places  betwixjt  Chrift  and  yoV|  and  to  look  ftitt 
m  a  meeting  with  him  in  every  one  of  diemi  and  td 
count  every  fabbath  and  fermob  as  loft,  wherein  yoik 
inifii  bitpreGBnce?  ' 

27.  Qi^  Areyou  refohred  to  etig^i^  t^  aB  thefis  arti- 
iftea  in  a  fecret  tranfa£tian  and  pe^hal  covenant  witb 
Qod»  befoire  you  cothe  to  his  table ;  and  then  to  come 
in  a  fiolemn  way  to  fe^i  and  ratify  this  bargain  aind  co>« 
Venaait  befoie  men  and  angels  at  bis  table  F 

TfatR  let  ifiiinifte^s  take  paitis  to  inftrti^i  young  folk 
VBL  die  nature  and  articles  of  the  covenant  of  gracci  and 
«  to  take  them  enjraged,  with  fome  folemtiityy  to  owil 
and  adhere  tb  them,  at  their  6rft  admiffioii  to  the 
LoixTs  fnpper  (  and  let  tbcmv  wkh  folemn  and  jfcrvenc 
player,  recommend  and  give  iip  theife  young  'comnfn»* 
meanta  unto  the  Lord  i  Sack  a  tourfe  hath  been  found, 
by  experience^  very  much  to  contribute  to  the  welfare 
tvA  profperky  of  tbe  4^un:h. 

^ihly.  It  would  be  fbr  tlie  honbuir  and  intei-eft  of  the 
thttrch,  to  have  our  fernnms  to  the  people  flowix^g  from 
^  heart,  i.  §.  for  us  to  be  futt^bly  aflScded  and  im- 
prefied  with  the. truths  we  deliver  to  them*  A  fpeeu* 
fanre  preacher,  that  preacheth  merely  from  ftveitgtl^ 
O  o  a  of 
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of  parts  doth  not  much  frood,  becaufe  fils  light  bathoft 
heat  accompanying  it.  That  which  cometh  oalyfRm 
die  bead,  commonly  r^acheth  no  further  than  dv  !> 
ho&d :  But  that  which  com/eth  from  the  heart,  is  moft^  It 
likely  to  reach  to  the^bcart  The  heft  wayrtohnog  li 
our.  pe(^ple  to  believe  and  be  ai&ded  with  our  dodriiKi:  m 
189  to  let  them  fee  that  we  belieire  it«  and  are  affedd 
with  it  ourfeives.  Such  a  preacher  was  Peui.  who 
*  preached  and  warned  his  hearers  with  fears»'  Ads 
sx«3i.  Phil.  iii.  x8  He  knew  the  ftrongeft  rerfnift 
and  arguments,  propofcd  without  affe£iioii  «nd  wtrm-' 
nefsy  would  not  prevail :  N^y,  a  blunt  iron«  if  boti 
will  fooner  pierce  the  wood,  than  a  Qiar^per  iron  tkat 
is  cold.  Our  famous  ^countryman,  Mr  JcJin  UvivK- 
fione,  who  was  a  happy  iititrument,  in  God's  hamif 
of  converting  many  fouls,  perhaps  fome  huodredft  at 
one  fermon.— -he  tells,  in  his  life,  That  the  times  whea 
he  was. mod  fuccefsfil,  were,  when  he  got  his  ovit 
heart  in  the  jnoft  lively,  warm>  and  tender  frame,  bo- 
fore  he  went  to  the  pulpit. 

ithly^  If  we  would  promote  the  credit  and  wclfaw 
of  the  church,  let  us  be  diligent  to  know  the  ftate  of 
our  ilocks,  enquire  into  their  cafes,  and  look  af-' 
ler  the  fruits  ot  our  fcrmons  aroongft  them.  Andy 
for  this  end,  let  us  frequently  vifit  them  in  their  houfes 
and  thereby ^ive  them  occafion  tD  lay  open  their  cafeft 
to  us ;  and  let  us  improve  thefe  times  by  examioation 
and  in{lru£tion ;  for  they  are  apt  to  forget  what  we  fay 
to  them,  if  we  do  not  caufe  them  fpeak  fomething  re- 
lative to  the  fubjcdt  themfelvcs-  Therefore,  let  us  ask 
them  concerning  their  proficiency  by  the  word,  and 
what  they  remember  of  the  fermons  they  lately  heard* 
and  of  the  bible  and  other  books  which  they  .hare  read, 
and  what  imprefllons  thefe  things  made  upon  them  i 
If  they  be  convinced  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  be  hutnWcd 
for  it  i  and  of  the  ncccffity  of  duty,  and  be  excited  to 
it,  by  what  they  hear  or  read  ?  And  let  us  give  them 
advices  how  to  hear  and  read  more  profitably  for  the 
future.  Thus  let  us  go  from  houfe  to  houfe,  like  the 
^poftle  Paul,  to  fee  how  our  people  dc^  waniing  cterr 
•nci  as  we  fee  occafion  for  it.    JLet  us  a£l  the  part  <'| 
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tpoA  gardeners,  who,  after  they  hare  fown  their  fee<l9» 
look' after  the  fpringing  thereof,  water  fotne  beds  in 
time  of  draughty  anH  pluck  tip  the  noxious  weeds ;  like- 
wife  it  is  fit  we  ftioiild  frequently  look  after  our  examine- 
rolls  -in  our  ciofets,  to  bring  the  various  cafes  of  our 
people  to  our  retnembtance,  that  we  may  mind  them 
m  oof  prajere,  mnd  prepare  foitaUe  dodhine  for  them. 
6tb/yj  it  we  would  promote  the  credit  and  profperi- 
ty  of  our  mother-church,  let  us  be  frequent  in  difpenf- 
ing  the  holy  fupper  amongft  our  people.    Our  unfre* 
quency  in  this  ferrice,  is  a  reproach  to  us  among  fo* 
reign  churches,  as  well  as  a  real  lofs  to  the  fouls  com- 
mitted to  our  charge.    If  ever  our  people  attend  to 
what  they  hear,  or  get  benefit  by  the  gofpel,  it  is  moft 
commonly  about  the  time  of  a  facrament,  and  when 
diey  are  making  preparation  for  it.    Though  this  be 
sQt  a  converting  ordinance  to  the  receivers,  in  fhe  very 
nature  of  it,  but  ftrengthening  and  ^confirming,   yet 
lerraons  and  difooaifes  about  this  time,  upon  the  melt- 
ing fubjed  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  have  been  the  means 
of  converting  many  thoufands.    Befides,  the  frequent 
difpenfing  of  this  foul*  affeAiAg  ordinance,  would  be  a 
good  way  to  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  God,  of 
Chrift,  and  of  heaven,  among  our  people ;  and  to  keep 
up  the  impreffions  of  the  evil  of  fin,  the  worth  of  fouls» 
the  k>ve  of  God,  in  giving  his  Son  to  the  world,  and  the 
love  of  Chrift  in  dying  for  us.     Likewife,  it  would  be 
a  good  mean  to  help  the  careleflhefs  of  our  people's 
mitids,  the  weaknefs  of. their  memories,  the  dallnefs 
of  their  capacities,  and  their  fmali  proficiency  in  know- 
ledge :  For  in  this  ordinance  they  have  a  compendious 
and  fiSt&ing  yiew  of  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  Chriftian 
itlijnon'  at  once  \  they  have  nian's  fall  and  difeafe,  to- 
gether with  his  remedy  and  recovery,  fet  forth  to  the 
life,  and  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  make  impreffion  upon 
their  outward*  fenfes.     And,  further;  would  we  have 
our  people  effe£lua]ly  engaged  to  famUy-worihip,  fecret 
prayer,  and  a  tender  walk  ?     Would  we  have  fwearing, 
minch'd  oati\s,  fabbath*breaking,  and  other  vices,  kept 
tinder  conftant  rebukes  t    Would  we  conquer  thefc  e^ 
▼lis  which  prevail  among  our  people  ?  let  us  frequently 
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fee  befote  their  eyet  tbe  bleeding  womdi  of  a  eracM 
J«rut,  thofe  fin-killtiig  objeds,  ae  tepivfenfcd  ivtheb* 
ly  iacrament.  Wc  hare  no  better  way  tltaii  ^  ailA^ 
Tanee  the  i^kMry  of  oor  Redeemer,  awl  the  ftintioa  e( 
ovr  people's  foals  i  and,  feeing  we  have  fo  fliert  i  taiK 
for  doinfr  cither,  we  have  need  to  beftir  «vrfdia 
Nay,  my  brethreo,  at  ye  wonid  defire  to  keep  glenm 
Chfift  in  perpetual  efteem,  fin  in  comimial  di^^me, 
the  world  in  lafting  contempt,  rtKgion  in  conftatBCcn* 
dit  anxonff  fnen  $  and  as  ye  wmdd  defire  to  retrieve  tk 
honour  ot  this  natttmal  church,  and  wipe  oflf  her  re* 
proach,  I  befeech  you  to  adminifter  the  Lenfi  fapper 
oftner  tiian  once  in  the  year,  in  yovr  congregatioMi 

phfy^  As  I  would  have  you  frequent  in  tl^  adaaaifr 
tration,  fo  I  would  have  voa  ^riGt  in  the  admiffisam 
it.  Our  tonfeflion  of  faitn  declares  it  to  be  a  greiria 
in  minifters  to  admit  either  ignorant  or  utigcktty  f9^ 
fans  to  the  Lord's  table.  It  is  incumbent  on  mt'mi^ 
fere,  to  look  well  out,  that  we  do  not  admit  any  fafv- 
er,  dmnkard,  Ci&bath-breaker,  evil  fpeaker,  malidooi 
perfbn,  6r  any  other  guilty  of  any  feandaloM  fm,  lo  cat 
of  tfadfe  holy  thongs;  prikuiMn€^  pr^cul mdr fnfmi 
It  wtrald  be  a  mean  to  dart  home  convKMons  an4  fl« 
wakening  thoughts  upon  finners,  to  find  themfelvesti' 
eluded  from  this  holy  ordinance  for  want  of  fMalf' 
worfliip,  for  idle  walking  on  the  Lord's  day,  far  w^ 
ctous  words  or  actions,  lot  exeeffive  drinkiiig,  forsfKi- 
fing  of  God's  name,  for  ufing  petty  baths,  as,  by  ftithi 
eonfcietace,  &c.  And  good  reafon  have  we  to  cadode 
Aich,  feeing  the  fpirit  of  Qod  diftingutflheth  betwixt  the 
precious  and  the  vite,  by  the  diara^iers  of  <  him  that 
fweareth,  and  him  that  fearedi  an  oathi'  Eod.  ii.  3. 
And  fttrety  they  who  ufe  minchM  oaths^  can  nevdr 
be  ranked  among  them  who  fcar  an  t)atfa.  I  fflyfetf 
have  the  eaperienee  of  fevettl  perfons,  Who  have  been 
thaxdcfnl  to  me  for  keeping  them  back  for  fueh  thtn^ 
becaufe  the  dffpenlatiDn  had' been  bleded  for  hnmblinf 
and  reforming  them* 

Objia.  ifty  b  is  hard  to  difcover  perfons  who  may 
'  be  gmlttr  of  £imc  of  theft  evils; 
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^0m/l  x^»  Let  us  eadf ayour  to  f^et  faithful  and  com^ 
|bientieus  tidtsi^  who  wiH  itnpitrdtaily  inform  m  of  our 
ptop4o's  mamiefs  ( amd,  if  we  want  fach,  let  us  be  wilir 
iag  4o  take  information  from  o^en.  TJh,  Let  us  pofe 
the  oonfcieQces  of  tbofe  whom  we  fuipe^  as  i^ttiky  o£ 
any  of  thcfe  praflices^  and  thef  may  be  brought  tb  con* 
£eu  them* 

Oi^^fi.  ^J^  We  will  be  in  Hazard  of  difobHging  ma* 
nj  of  our  people  by  fuch  ftrifloefs.  - 

jfm/l  ifif  We  may  edify  men*  and  promote  thor 
,  foijd's  loteRrfti  even  wben  we  diipleafe  ihca% ;  2(/^,  Bct« 
ter  diifpleafe  mtn,  than  Him  who  is  oar  great  mafter 
and  judge*  '^dlff  Let  u$  take  pains  to>  convince  our 
people  1^  the  awful  charge  given  to  us,  as  the  fte wards  of 
God'a  boufe  who  muft  give  the  ciiildrens  bread  to  ehe 
doga.  As  Teho|jadah  of  old  fet  porters  at  the  gates  of 
tha  hottCe  of  the  Lord  *  that  none  who  was  undean  in 
any  thing  fliQuld  eilter  in/  a  Chron.  xxiiL  19.^^^  God 
hath  fet  us  miiiifters  as  porters  to  the  holy  table  of  the 
Lord,  that  no  profane  finner,  nor  fwearer,  no  malicioua 

Crfpn,  no  prayerlefs  man,  no  man  that  harbours  anyi 
town  Gai  and  is  unwilling  to  part  with  it,  may  ap* 
pvoach  to  it.  As  the  Cherubims  ftood  at  the  entry  oC 
puidift  with  a  drawn  fword,  to  keep  Adam  from  enteru 
ing  in  to  eat  the  tree  of  life ;  fo  minifters  are  to  ftand 
with  the  fwof  d  of  the  Lord's  threatnings  brandiibed  a» 
gainft  every  impenitent  finner,  every  fwearer,  okxj 
drunkard,  liar,  every  fabbatfa-breaker,  every  back-biter, 
and  hater  of  his  neighbour,  every  negleder  of  family. 
v^oWhip  or  fccret  prayer,  that  they  do*  not  prefume  to 
,  rufli  upon  this  holy  ordinance,  while  tliey  continue  in 
luiy  ok  thefe  fins.  This  (b'ifinefs  is  necefldiry  for  the 
welfare  and  reputation  of  our  'Churchj  and  so  wipe  a^ 
way  reproach. 

B<^y,  As  we  would  confult  the  credit  and  fafety  of 
this  church,  let  us  coti£der  well  whom  we  appoint  for 
eur  fucccflbrs  in  olhce  ;  u  f.  let  us  take  care  whom  we 
licenfe  and  ordain,  that  they  be  men  of  pietyy  prudence 
and  parts,  men  that  will  exert  themfdves  for  the  glory 
of  God,  and  for  winning  of  the  (buls  of  the  rifing  gene- 
tttk)n,  that  we  may  have  growd  to  hppe  that  reSgion 
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will  be  entufed  to  fucoeedingages*  WeleeIi0«(bi& 
]y  the  apoftle  enjoixiM  ■<  Timothy  to  commit  theiab 
niiby  to  faithful  men,  to  lay  hands  fuddenlr  oo  m 
men,  not  to  be  partake  of  other  mens  Gnt,  hot  ken 
himfetf  pure/'  i  Tim.  t.  32*  2  Ttnw  ii.  2-  Tk* 
comniands  alfo  oblige  us  to  fee  that  thofe  whom  ire 
bring  into  the  holy  miniftry  be  faithful  men,  accor£ii| 
to  the  b^ft  of  our  difceming  \  men  who  hate  puit  ani 
honeft  ends  in  their  undertaking ;  and  not  thofe  win 
Him  more  to  win  a  livelihood  to  themfelvea,  than  to  via 
fouls  to  Cbrift,  or  thofe  who  will  take  unwanantahk 
jn^sthods  to  thruft  themfelves  into  parriOies,  by  coortfif 
patrons,  or  -accepting  their  prefentations  \  a  paOioe 
which  no  law  requires,  a  pra6iice  which  raanifeftly 
tends  to  bring  a  corrupt  miniftry  into  die  church,  4&d 
which  hath  aJready  brought  in  great  divifions  and  coo* 
f  ufions  into  this  poor  church.  If  patronage  be  a  yoke 
and  grievance  to  the  church  of  God,  as  we  all  profdi 
to  own,  it  muft  furely  be  a  (in  for  men,  by  theiT  ovil 
voluntary  deed,  to  bring  on  that  grievance,  and  td 
wreath  that  yoke  abotit  the  Church's  neck  \  when  it 
the  fame  time  they  know- they  are  under  no  neccffity 
from  the  law  to  do  (b,  feeing  pari(hes  can  be  planted 
othcrwifc,  if  dur  preachers  would  give  way  to  it. 

Out  prefcnt  fituation  is  £b  eafy,  by  the  a£i  of  P»Ha« 
ment  1719,  that  patronage  can  do  this  churdi  no  hamii 
without  the  aflive  concurrence  of  a  preacher.  Well, 
then,  hath  the  Leg'ijBator  become  fo  kind  as  to  uufting 
the  patronage-afi,  and  fo  tender  of  this  Church'^  liber* 
ties,  as  to  Icftve  her  freedom  at  ^^tx  own  choice  \  what 
a  (hame  wilt  it  be,  m  that  cafe,  if  her  own  preachers 
ihall  turn  her  oppreflbva  ?  O  tell  it  not  in  Gath !  &c. 
But,  feeing  the  plain  and  free- warnings  emitted  t  by  this 
.  and  neighbouring  Synods,  do  fet  the  fir)  and  danger  of 
this  pra£tice  in  &  clear  a  light,  I  need  add  no  moKe  up- 
on it,  except  my  eameft  prayer  to  God,  that  he  may 
blefs  thefe  means,  fo  as  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  moft  per* 
nicions  pra£iice.    Anun. 

^hly^  As  we  would  defire  the  Y^elfare  of  this  Cburcl^ 
and  prevent  her  reproach,  let  us  endeavour,  as  far  as 
poflibiei  to  get  pariflies  planted  with  their  own  confcnt 
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^Dod  UiujDg :  'Forj  vthtA  thU  U  im.t  s^nft  tilxeir  wUly 
at  frcqijiently  hath  a  woful  iffuc ;  cQngrcptions  arc  bro» 
Ibcn^  ordiiiaiices  are  fori^J^cni  Qhriii*8  flock  is  dU{icf£nl> 
;il^|i  th^-muuftry  b  ddTpifed  ;  all  lii^bioh  very. much  tend 
to  Q^r  r^pro^cb,  ^s  wdl  as  the  hin^ewnce  of  the  ^ing^ 
4oB^  of  Chrift.  Wherefore,  jpjr  dcajr  hircthien,  le|t  us 
•take  k^ed  what  we  do  in  tins  ;»ff?ir»  feeing  &  much  doth' 
A^fenA  Uppu  it« 

There  is  a  controveify  very  lately  rifeo  anumgft  lis^ 

^ncci3iixi^  Ae  people's  right  to  tls^d  xi^\x  paftors : 

§ome.  take  it  whpUy  from  tEeai»  and  ;giye  it  to  the  pre$- 

bjftenr   o|r   choriph-rcpreIi?nj6atlvc  \    ai>d  the  chaiurch's 

firie^s  axe  diftr^t^ed  by  writings  od  bpt^  fides.    If  I 

may  pfS^  my  ^piiiioiri»  \  humb^  apprd^ei^d  the  date  of 

the  GQn^o?erfy  is  not  duly  confiderod  by  .t^ofe  ^whp 

lurndle  it.    And  tp^ij  cS.ix^ii&tetifi^s  y^^  i^fy^ti^z, 

do  pioceed  firom  ptir  xi9t  ftating  tjbe  qucftton  fo  dif- 

£ii£Uy  and  accurately  as  >tr,e  ihoald ;  ivid^  when  this  '}% 

once  .done,  fre4i|entlj  the  debate  id\\$.    -  ^ 

The  quclftiony  then,  bugjbt  not  to  be  (t.aJl;e4  £ene^a% 
aod  coniufed)y»  as.  Whether  tl^e  people  pr  the  preiby- 
tery  have  |he  right  of  ejel^ipg  t^e  paftors  of  ^b^  ^hurcb  ? 
Secixi^  W^  may  fav^ely  giant  they  jbo^.Jb^ire  an  int<reft 
theremt  :tbe  one  without  prejudice  to  ^  otJier.  i)ie.uber 
h  the  queftion  to^  A^ated^  Wb^):h£r  i^  psefhytery  or 
^burcb-ieprefentatiire  jbave  ,a-power  tO!eie&  and  ojcdavn 
.  paftorsi  upon  fome  ocpa(ioDfi^  ^  for  ipmc  fpeciiil  e^- 
pl^ym.ent?  and  fer;v;4cies9  wjkbo^t^  f:h9lpe  ^  coaiqat 
t>l  the  people  i  A^,  for  fliy  paiit,  I  beliwp  they  >a|Re  \ 
aQ^  that  thefe  paftors^ib  4eie£^ed^  are  lawful  pftftors  of 
the  cathotic  cburch,  and  x>i^bt  to  be  ficiuiowlegicd  ?s 
fikh  by  the  pec^ple.    Nor  j6  t^  queftio^  to  be  ftatc4» 
Whetbed^e  pxejbyteryhath  atiy  power  ^t  all  \n  the  elec- 
tion pfpaAors  to  particular  pai4<bes.?  Noj/ot  jt  is  owtied 
tlicy  have  a  gaestt  power«  in  copjua^iofi  with  the  j>arift« 
^8i  and  oughi  to  prefide  in  tihe ^k^ion.  ^ut^  if  tie  qoeC- 
tion  be  ilatedf  Wlicther  the  ptefbytqry  batfr  the  folb 
pov.er  of  ele£Ung,  exclufite  of  t^e  voice  o.r<canfem  of. 
the  paijibes  to  which  the  paftors  are  ^e^ied?  Tliey 
whoeljpcaife  tliat,fide.af  the  qjucftion  (in  myhumUe 
opinion)  i^jiX  Jhave  a  h^SLxA  pull  ^  pff>lF#  i^,  oi^er  froj^i 
Yot.  I.  P  p  fcriptuxcj 


1 


272  the  Churches  Dtinger. 


fcripturc,  rcafon,  or  fathers-    And,  that  they  may  (oMf 
\ihat  they  have  to  do,  let  the  queftion  be  dearly  aad 
diftinftly  ftated,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  a  fuitablcncfe  to 
the  prcfent  fituation  of  this  chuch,  and  then  itVlUna 
thus  :  ^^.  **  Whether  the  prefbytery,  or  churd-fe- 
|)refentative,  hath  a  tight  fo  eleft  ind  appoint  paJon 
to  paiticular  fiocks  of  ChrHlian  people,  without  UiecaA 
or  confent  of  thefe  fiocks,  and  even  when  they  S\k± 
-and  reclaim  apraihft  their  deed  ?  And,  whether, 'm iuck 
cafes,  the  prefbytefy  hath  power  to  conftitute  and  fix 
the  fpirttual  and  palloral  relation  betixrixt  thefe  pafton  | 
and  thefe  flocks,  fo  that  they  muft'  neccffarily  adiwf^  i 
ledge  them  as  their  proper  paftors,  and  receive  all  or- 
dinances from  them ;  yea,  be  tyed  to  them  fo  nmdi, 
that  they  carinot  have  accefs,  without  the  allowance  of 
thefe  paftors,  to  partake  of  fealing  ordinances  difpcnfed 
by  others  ?    So  that  all  thefe  Chriftian  people,  howcnr 
valuable  they  be,  muft  be  in  cffeft  excommunicato,  8 
they  do  not  receive  thefe  paftors  impofed  violently  nfK» 
them  ?''  Now>  if  the  controverfy  be  thus  ftated  among  0S| 
'  (iu  it  certainly  ought  to  be!  the  writers  for  the  prdbytc- 
ry's  power  wiU  find  it  a  difficult  tafk  to  inftrufi  and  fq^ 
port  fuch  a  power  from  the  word  of  God,  found  rca- 
fon,  or  the  praftice  of  the  primitive  church  ^  nay,  la® 
of  the  mind,  all  the  three  will  be  found  to  unite  againft 
them,  feeing  alt  of  them  declare  for  the  great  intereft 
which  Chriftians  have  in  the  choice  and  fettlement  of 
thofe  who  arc  to  be  their  fpiritual  guides,  and  thatdicT 
are  to  be  cbnfulted  in  this  important  affair.    Our  moft 
eminent  divines,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  have,  CYCt 
fmce  the  Reformation,  ftrenuouflv  argued  for  the  peo- 
ples right  againft  the  Papiftsand  tneir  Clergy's  impofing 
power,  from  the  word  of  God,  and  particulary  from 
AGs  i.  15*  23.  26.  Ad^Ts  vi.  2.  3.  5.  6.  ASs  xiv.  23. 
whofe  argiiments  I  have  n6t  yet'feen  fatisfyingly  a^ 
fwered,  either  by  Papift  or  Proteftant.    But,  beCdcsatt 
thefe,  it  may  fatisfy  any  unbiafted  enquirer,  if  he  b\it 
tonfider  the  chara£^crs  which  Chrift  gives  his  floA 
.  that  "  thev  hear  and  know  his  voice  in  nis  fliephcrds," 
and  do  diftinguifh  it  from  the  voice  of  falfe  (hepherds, 
and  <*  will  not  follow  thefe,  but  flee  from  them," 

Jolta 


The  Churdfs  Danger*  273 

John  X.  3*  4.  5*  and  the  command  that  is  given 
to  all  Chriftiaos  to  *^  try  the  fpirits/^  i  John  iv.  i. 
and  to  '*  beware  of  falfe  prophets,  which  come  to 
them  in  flieeps  cloathing,"  Matthew  vii.  15.  and  to 
'*  mark  and  avoid  thofe  who  teach  unfound  dotlrine,'* 
Jlon^,  xvi.  17.  18*  Phil.  iii.  2.  and  to  judge  of  tl^  ' 
doctrine  which  is  delivered  to  them  by  their  teach- 
ersj  I  Cor.  x.  15.  and  for  doing  whereof,  the  Fereans 
are  highly  commended  by  the  Spirit  01  God»  AA3 
xvii*  II.  I  fay,  it  may  fi^tssfy  every  unprejudiced  per- 
fon  that  feriouflv  confiders  thefe  fcripture  texts,  and 
the  commands  given  to  the  difciples  of  Chrift  therein^ 
that  the  word  of  Cod  doth  allow  a  great  intereft  to  all 
judicious  Chriftians  in  the  choice  of  their  paftors;  and 
that  it  is  their  unqueftionable  right  and  privilege  to  have 
a  judgment  of  difcretion  concerning  thefe  paftors  to 
whom  they  are  bound  to  commit  the  guiding,  edifica- 
tion and  inftrudion^  of  their  precious  fouls :  And  no 
patron,  no  heritor,  no  body  of  men,  or  judicatory  what- 
fomever,  can  deprive  the,p^ople  of  that  right  and  pri- 
vilege w}iich  God  allows  to  them. 

But,  granting  the  fcripture  had  mentioned  nothing 
of  the  peoples  pght  in  this  matter,  but  had  given  all 
power  to  the  pre(byteryj  (as  fome  would  have  it)  and 
left  them  to  manage  it,  as  they  fliould  be  anfwerable  tp 
their  great  Lord  and  Mafter  :  Tet,  even  in  that  cafe,  I 
think  it  eafy  to.  demon  (Irate,  from  the  general  rules  of 
the  word,  and  the  didiates  of  found  reafon,  that  prefby- 
teries  ought  always  to  exercife  their  eleding  and  plant- 
ing power,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Chriftian 
coQgtegations  ii^mediately  concerned,  and  not  in  oppo« 
fition  to  their  declared  inclinations  and  prefling  requefts. 
I  fliall  mention  two  plain  fcripture  irules,  which  deter- 
mine me  to  think  fo/  viz.  that  in  1  Cor.  x.  3 1 .  ^*  What- 
foever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.**  And  that 
in  I  Cor.  xiv.  26.  "  Let  all  things  . be  done  unto  edify* 
ing.**  Now,  miniders  arc  more  coiicerned  to  obferve 
thefe  rules  than  other  men,  feeing  their  office  19  pecu- 
liarly dcfigned  for  advancing  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
e<iiGcation  of  his  church.  And,  is  it  not  evident  to  e- 
very  ratipnal  fober  mind,  that  it  is  more  for  the  glory 
P  p  2  of 
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of  God,  ziti  th^  ^dtficatioh  6f  ttfe  cImitcIi,  t6  feftU  pQ<> 
tors  in  congr^gariotis  with  th^ir  ovhi  cotyfent  and  godi 
Kkin^»  thaoi  to  thruft  them  in  ttiA>ti  thefn  againft  tkir 
wit!  ?  When  we  plant  minifters  amongft  t  people,  ^Aak 
perfons  Acj  efteenh,  and  whofe  ntiiAftrr  ttiey  dhB^ 
thtj  "Orili  fnor'e  x^adfly  heaAen  to  their  iontufiiiODSi  fUb- 
init  t6  their  reproofs,  and  obey  thchi^  £rediofls.  Ait 
ihey  wilf  db  theits  agathft  whom  they  have  couttited 
the  ftrongeft  arve^fioti  and  pffejtfdiCe.  Tfa«  C^^tBog  tf 
parifhes  ih  a  viotent  fnanitet  doth  ftop  the  focoefs  of tht 
gofpel,  and  defeat  the  great  and  taluable  ^hda  oftgej^ 
pel  miniftryy  which  are  timAy  thefetwo:  (r.)  Tb6 
conv^rfion  of  finhers,  and  reconciKtig  them  to  Oai, 
Afts  xx^l  1 8.  2  Cot.  V.  46.  (i.>  The  pctfean^ol 
t!he  fainu,  and  edifying  df  the  b6dy  of  Chrift,  E^  n. 
i  2.  No^,  bow  can  any  of  thefe  noble  ctid^  be  ttaHf' 
ed  by  fueh  minifters,  when  either  Ae  people  do  fiotsl> 
tetid  their  itiltriftf y  at  at),  or,  if  they  do,  yet  didr  fttifi 
and  prejadices  againft  them,  do  ^oefttfly  ftut  thdr  ean 
agaiitft  alt  their  hiflta£iions  and  admotlittons  i  O,  if 
gofpel-minifters  would  nifot'e  clofely  attend  and  ntnfii^ 
tnefe  gt'eit  ends  of  their  ihiniftry,  the  groaoi  of  toe  oh 
^teflfed  woold  not  fo  moch  afflid  us,  aft  they  are  life 
itiofe  and  more  to  do,  if  Ood  ill  his  tendct  meter  pre^ 
irent  not.  I  grant  ehotch-atithority  is  not  to  be  de^t 
ed ;  for  Ood  hath  ckitbed  his  minifters  Widi  fpiritoii 
power  and  authority  iti  his  chnrch :  But  ftill  litre  are  to 
remember^  wheti  ^c  cstcteife  this  powerjn  any  cafei 
we  ought  to  do  it  fbr  edification,  and  not  for  deftru&iottt 
2  Coy.  X.  8.  and  iiii.  f6..  We  are  not  to  be  lords  oiet 
God's  heritage*  to  do  a6  ^t  lift  y  not  ate  we  to  eietdfe 
dny  dominion  over  their  faith  or  confdences,  bat  we  ani 
fo  promote  theit  coinfort  and  joy,  a  Pet.  V.  3.  2  P». 
i.  24.  The  church's  cdificatioti  is  the  gteat  ride  afld 
^nd  of  all  church-power.  We  fee  how  ^oibly  the  A- 
pollle  Paul  kept  this  rule  in  his  ejei  iti  all  tte  ei^rilfr 
of  his  church-power  and  authority,  2  Cor.  xli.  19.  **  We 
do  all  things,  dearly  beloved,  for  your  edifying.**  Re 
regarded  the  edifie^tlon,  tlot  only  of  the  rich  andgreat, 
but  alfo  of  the  pooteft  falhts,  and  the  meaneft  membets 
^f  the  body  of  Chrift;  andfarclyi  theedificatiotiof ft<:b 


^  tM,  \ftlaw  die  eefifid^ttitiM  of  the  mcft  etniiiem  inii^ 
lfift«t^,  or  the  greateft  judicatory  of  Chrift'ftho^  W% 
fee  \Hl^t  regard  Cliifift  had  fo  his  little  ohest  and  what 
#tat>i  he  tiireatena  agaiiift  thofe  who  offisnd  them^  Matt« 
1^.  *•  Ltuke  *?ii.  2. 

WeU  thett»  ittf  bfefhreti,  let  u«  have  a  tendet  fegat4 

to  tibefe  fetiptaf  e-^tttles  I  have  menckmed,  in  all  our  ad^ 

t^  in  ftldi^toriesy  and  efpetially  with  refped  to  die 

fetdeovetit  of  chtrrdM!^ ;  aif d  if  there  be  any  AB  or  £«A. 

in  (Ms  ehitrch^  particularly  f^a/  lately  made,  which  faadi 

ai^  tlddg  in  it  inconfiftent  with  the  forcfs^d  ruies  (at 

Vioeed  th^re  It^ema  to  he,  according  to  the  fenfe  novr 

oat  upon  it)  I  do  earneftly  wifh  and  prav,  That  idl  taj^ 

ref^er^d  hfefhfen  mav  r^folve  upon  addreffim  the  v«-> 

nttaUe  Aflembly  in  me  moft  decent  and  dotifu!  maiK 

Her,  tfajit  they  may  be  pleafed  to  re&ify  it,  fo  as  it  in«y 

better  anfWer  the  great  ends  we  ottthc  all  to  have  in 

vieW,  the  gloty  of  God,  and  the  ediQc^tion  x>{  ili% 

body  of  <%rift.    And  diis  I  move  without  any  deligtt 

to  relief  ^pon  the  atithofity  of  the  Aflembly,  (whidi 

we  ottght  to  treat  with  all  doe  regard)  or  to  give  anf  * 

tsfience  ;  and  neither  (hoiild  any  take  it»  leeing  there  is 

tsoat  of  our  courts  that  ptetend  to  tnfaUitMtity }  as  ifaey 

have  altered,  fo  they  ftili  ^an  aker,  their  a£b  and  ndesn 

%hen  they  fee  gqod  reafoii  for  it.    And  the  admimftra* 

tion  we  live  usSer  (bledfed  be  God)  is  ib  mild  and  gen* 

fie,  th^t  we  have  liberty  to  addrefs  our  fuperiors,  bodi 

^1  and  ecclefiaftic,  concerning  what  b  gravaminoua 

to  us :  And  why  fitould  we  not  improve  our  liberty  in 

^reffiog  both  of  them,  for  removing  whatever  hiii« 

ders  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 

Savioui-,  to  whofc  fervice  we  mini|lers  are  peculiarif 

devoted  ? 

K^htfi  If  ve  would  ptt>iyiOte  this  churdi's  welfsrrei 
Md  |>revent  her  reproach,  let  us  join  failing,  weepings 
»nd  mourning,  together  with  our  prayers ;  as  we  are  di^ 
^^d  both  in  text  aiid  context,  Joel  ii.  la*  *'  Let  us 
^eep  betwixt  the  porch  and  the  altar,**  in  fight  Of  all 
Ae  people,  and  bewail  thofe  fins  and  backflidings,  whidt 
^it  God,  and  provoke  him  to  give  up  this  churdi  to 
I  'epttMich.  And,  amongft  othere  of  our  fins,  we  have 
f  caufe 
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canfe  to  confefs  and  lament  our  ImpenUoKyy  and  lie- 
gled  of  obferving  days  of  fading  and  humUiatkm  im 
our  own  (ins>  and  the.  fins  of  the  land  and  churcb  of 
which  we  are  members  and  office-bearers.  Alas,  what 
m  bad  token  is  it !  When  judgments  are  vifibly  impenii- 
tngtyfcr  us»  that  there  is  fo  little  of  an  inclination  or 
wiUiDf^efs  to  appoint  and  keep  fuch  days  with  oar  peo* 
ple^  for  enumerating,  confeifing  and  fpreading  out  oar 
beinmis  and  God-provoking  fins  before  the  Lord*  focb 
tt  our  ignorance,  unbelief,  atheifm,  unthankfulneis,  un- 
feutftilnefs,  treacheroqs  dealing,  &c«  See  a  more  foil 
cnumeratian  of  our  fins  in  tiie  poftfcript  of  this  dif- 
amrfi^ 

wthfy^  If  we  would  advance  the  church's  credit,  and 
anrcft  her  reproach,  let  us  all  be  oaref (4  to  preach  to  wt 
people  bj  our  lives  as  well  as  by  our  lips»  to  confinp  our 
do£brine  in  tlie  pulpit  by  our  conversation  out  of  it 
Xkx,  Its  mind,  that  a  loofe  way  of  living  will  foon  do- 
IBolilh  all  that  is  built  by  the  mod  lively  way.of  preach- 
ing i  for  our  people  have  eyes  to  fee  how  we  watt:,  as 
vdl  aft  ears  to  hear  what  we  fay.  Hence  it  was  that 
die  Apodle  Paul  gave  fuch  a  weighty  advice  to  Timo- 
dija  a  young  minifter,  i  Tim.  iv.  la.  **  Be  thoaaa 
enmpte  of  the  believers,  in  word,  in  conver&tion,  in 
di«rity>  in  fpirit,  in  fiaith,  in  purity.**  And  as  the  A- 
Mftk  advifed  others,  fo  he  lived  himfelf ;  Obferve  hov 
ht  afipeals  to  the  Thefialonians,  among  whom  he  had 
Ubonred,  concerning  the  exadnefs  and  exempiarioefs 
of  IttsminKterial  walk,  i  Theff.  ii.  lo.  "  Ye  arc  wit- 
netfbsi^  and  God  alfo,  how  holily,  and  juftly,  and  un- 
bhineably,  we  behaved  ourfelves  among  you  that  be- 
]ievc%^  And  this  holy  and  ihining  converfation  of  the 
ApoiUe  contributed  much  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  dodrine, 
AbiH  Ihining  do£irine,  without  a  ihining  walk,  willne- 
y^  eikUg}iten  nor  enliven  our  hearers.  0,  after  we  hate 
picacjhed  agalnft  pride,  paiGon,  covetoufnefs,  injuilicei 
]iit«nperance»  lightnefs,  unchaftity,  contention,  Uncha- 
ntablenefs,  unmerclfulnefs,  malice,  revenge,  &c.  we 
oiiiieives  fliould  be  found  guilty  of  any  of  thefe  evils  i 
if  wc  be  worldly,  intemperate,  malicious,  unjuft,  coi^- 
leatious^  or  unmerciful  \  if  we  be  light  or  frothy  -^  if  a; 
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tiy  corrupt  communication  proceed  out  of  our  mouths  i 
dien  we  juft  pull  down  with  the  one  hand,  what  we 
build  up  with  the  other.     We  tempt  people  to  tittnlEii 
Ve  do  not  otirfelves  believe  what,  we  would  perfmde 
them  to  believe ;  that  we  only  talk  of  thefe  things  be^ 
caufe  it  is  our  trade,  and  we  get  our  living  by  it.    It  is 
Hot  eafy  to  exprefs  the  mi&htevous  influence  wbidi 
tobfenefd  in  a  miniftei^s  walk  hath  upon  the  intereft  of 
religion  amongft  a  people  \  hence  it  19  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  faith  to  minifters,  Ifa.  lii.  11.    *'  Be  ye  clean  that 
bear  the  vefleis  of  the  Lord.''     And  Chrift  faith  to  his 
difciplesy  who  were  defigned  to  be  minifters.  Matt.  v« 
i6.   /*  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  that  they 
may  fee  your  good  works."    It  adds  greatly  to  the  cre- 
dit and  prc^perity  of  a  church,  when  her  minifters  have 
holy  and  Ihining  converfations ;  whereas  it  expofethher 
to  lad  reproach  when  it  is  otherwife*    **  Lord  give  not 
up  thy  heritage  in  Scaland  to  this  reproach.'' 

^ueft.  When  may  it  be  faid,  that  a  mtniftef's  con* 
verfation  is  of  a  ihining  chara£ter  ?  and  how  ihall  we 
attain  to  it? 

Anf.  In  order  thereunto,  let  us,  i^,  Study'  Medb- 
nefs,  patience,  and  peaceablenefs  of  fpirit  \  and,  whea . 
we  meet  with  provocations,  let  us  labour  to  rule  oar 
fpirits,  and  keep  reafon  upon  the  throne.  Let  us  xiei* 
ther  be  foon  angry,  nor  long  angry.  To  be  patient 
under  reproaches,  and  bad  uluage,  and  ready  to  hngive 
injuries,  is  fuch  a  fweet  Chriftian  difpofition,  as  wwU 
very  much  adorn  our  chara£ler.  That  is  a  noble  ad^ 
vice  the  apoftle  gives,  *i  Tim.  ii.  24,  25.  •*  The  fervant 
of  the  Lord  muft  not  drive,  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men^ 
apt  to  teach,  patient^  in  meek&e&  inftruding  tfaofe 
that  oppofe  themfclvcs." 

ad/j.  Let  us  ftudy  juftice  aiid  righteoufnefs  in  all 
our  dealings  with  others,  even  to  a  ihoe-latchet,  that 
we  may  be  able  to  appeal  to  our  people,  with  the  pro- 
phet  Samuel,  whom  have  we  injured  or  wronged  ?  So 
doth  Paul  appeal  to  the  Thefialonians,  with  refpefi  to 
hisjuft  dealing  among  them,  f  Theif.  il.  10.  The 
kaft  appearance  of  injufiice  or  unfair  dealing  in  a  mi- 
nifter,  is moft  reproachful  to  his  charaAer,  and  ex« 

cecdingly 


«c«ediiiglT  matn  hU  Ciieorfi  i  nni  th««e£aie  ibe  upoftk 
direas  the  mtn  of  God  to  be  juft,  vad  fi^H^V  afev 
a^^iteocLfiieft^  i  Tun*  fu  1 1.  Tit*  i»  8. 

3itf|F9  Let  U6  be  datbcd  wiib  bumttity^  ^lytdi  u  a 
flkioingoniament  m  a  inimfter's  opQvmAti^n*  We 
«e  not  to  be  pufied  up  with  our  pm»  pr  attainmeitti 
mr  to  defptfe^thofe  who  fall  fliort  of  iw  ;  b^  we  mii 
beiviUmg  to  become  all  thiiigs  to  a)i  meiiy  wdfeniioB 
^  every  one^  for  the  g^od  of  their  foub.  And  Am 
iiro  would  le&mble  our  Mafteri  who  Mras  mec^  9ni 
lowly,  tnd  Uugbt  us  by  his  eicsmple  to  jbumble  ««i> 
fdvestofinre  one  another*  It.  hath  heen  .«Merfdl« 
that  God  ules  to  blefs  ihe  laboma  of  -diflfe  o^  irie^ver 
parts,  who  are  humible  and  diHg!eBt«  y/hfia  tbok  tf 
greater  parts,  irho  aft  lifted  up,  are  hlafted. 

4ii/y,  Temperance,  &)mety  and  ehaftky  are  v^y  *- 
liorttii^  to  a  minifter's  vaik.  He  ought  if>  have  pw- 
cr  over  his  appetite,  to  reftraia  it,  as  tpcadng  or<bisir 
JDg,  and  aeirer  to  be  enflated  to  any  hkSt  ItSt^  Tit  i- 
9«  8.    2  Tim.  iL  21. 

^thfyi  If  we  would  adorn  our  chara£ler»  let  ns  )y 
4SkngiigeA  from  the  world  as  mUch  as  may  bet  that  ^ 
may  attend  our  fpirit«al  work  of  ferving  God,  wi 
winning  of  fosls  without  diftfafilioiu  Our  eyes  ftouU 
liflt  be  dazzled  with  the  gUneiing  l^iftre  of  gold  9>d 
.  fiiver  ;  but  we  ought  to  fliew  a  ge^rous  isontempt  w 
llie£:  thiags.  as  tiime  who  £isily  Miere  the  gnnt  mi 
cterlaiUng  diings  of  diat  world  wo  preach  to  odie^i 
sad  unto  which  we  prefs  men  to  leleratf  their  mis^ 
and  afcftioQs.  What  a  reproach  is  it  to  thofe  who 
|>reacii  this  do£trine  to  otbersi  and  li?<  cotHrary  to  it 
tliemfelvcs^  * 

6thly^  Let  us  ftudy,  when  we  conTerie  wkh  otiiefli 
to  nnx  ibeietfaiiig  that  is  ^Mlillial  and  edifying,  ^c  aft 
called  the  fait  of  the  earth*  aad  therefore  ought  to 
tea£otk  the  places  and  companies  when;  we  arci  ^ 
Jbme  favoury  and  ufeful  difcourfe ;  thb  is  miidi  bet- 
ter than  foolifli  talking  and  jelling,  which  is  net  cos- 
venient  for  thofis  of  our  charafter,  Eph.  v*  4.  For  s 
inin^r  to  have  aotiuag  of  G04,  of  Chrift,  of  Hes>r^* 
w  of  icrious  go^essi  in  his  nMMitbj  hut  wfaea  he  )9 j^ 
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lie  |Milt>ity^  19  an  e?i<teiice  tkat  be  h  not  very  zealotts  to 
^lomote  ^fae  great  ends  of  hie  office,  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  fatvation  of  mens  fods  ^  for,  tf  he  were,  out  of 
ibe  abcuMbnce  of  the  fieart  th^  mouth  would  fpeak» 
«ftd  be  residy  to  drop  fomethifig. now  and  then  to  the 
lionottr  of  God,  and  the  confirmation  of  tliofe  truths 
we  deKnrer  in  public 

Thtt»  I  have  mentioned  fereral  thmgd  that  would 
Make  a  minifter's  converratton  of  a  (hining  character  ; 
triik^y  if  ftodiedy  would  tend  very  much  to  promote 
file  lepntattoA  and  welfare  of  this  church,  and  to  avert 
htt  repfoach*  AnA^  having  f<iid  fo  much  to  my  bie* 
of  the  ttimftry,  1  fhail  now  conclude  with. 


A  WORD  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 


f"      '  LET    me  exhort  you  to  join  with  miniftcrs  in 
L.  this  neceffary  work  of  weeping  and  wreftling  for  the 
I    dmrch  of  God,  and  efpecially  for  his  heritage  in  the 
[    land  of  your  nativity.     Though  the  command  in  the. 
[    text  be  direded  to  miniftets,  yet  elfewhere  we  find  it 
extended  to  people  of  all  ranks,  Pfal.  cxxii.  6.    Pray  for 
the  peace  of  Jerufalem,  they  fhall  profper  that  love  thee. 
Well,  then,  tet  me  befeech  you  all  to  wec'.p,  and  cry 
with  us,  ^'  fparb  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  give  not  thine 
heritage  to  reproach.''  And  with  your  tears  and  prayers 
ice  that  ye  join  your  moft  earnelt  endeavours  to  pro- 
mote  the  credit  and  welfare  of  the  church,  accord* 
ing  to  the  (lations  wherein  God  hath  fet  you.       f. 
Are  ye  magidrates  ?    Exert  yourfclves,  both  by  yout 
authority  and  example,  td  difcourage  vice  and  immora* 
lity.     2.  Are  jt  elders?     See  to  affift  minifters,  by 
reproving  (in,  and  informing  againft  it.     3.  Are  ye 
teachers  of  youth  ?    Labour  to  inftil  the  principles  of 
religion  and  virtue  into  the  young  geijcradon  very  ear- 
ly, and  train  them  up  in  the  abhorrence  of  vice,  and 
whatever  hath  a  tendency  to  it.     4.  Are  ye  parents  and 
'  beads  of  families  i    See  that  joung  ones  be  taught  both 
to  read  and  priiy  \  catechife  both  children  and  fervanta 
Vol.  L  Q^q  upon 
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upon  the  fabbath^evetitng ;  cA  them  to  te 
vhat  thcf  remember  of  the  ferouMis  they  have  heaA\ 
perform  familf-worfliip  with  then  in  all  tta  paitst  Be 
careful  to  tt^awc  fia.  fttch  as  Ifrngt  fwearinfTp  (aUnch- 
bieaking,  negleA  of  prayer,  &o.  *  And,  whaCset^he 
your  rank  or  fiatioo  in  die  world,  I  exhoct  yoa  iiifd 
apart  time  for  mourning  and  weeping  for  your  owfi  fiii% 
and  the  fins  of  the  land,  which  may  provoke  tW  Lord 
to  leave  ua  and  give  us  up  to  reproach.  Pray  vx  de 
minifters  which  are  planted  among  you  \  a&^^pny  ear* 
De^lly  for  a  faithful  foul-winning  miniftry;ro  be  laiftd 
up  in  the  church,  and  planted  in  vacant  >^ngv^atiooi; 
and  that  ail  impedimeott  in  the-way  may  be  lemoMi^ 
and  the  in-coming  of  a  co^upt  miniftry  preveotcdi 
pray  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  be  poured  down  fiom 
CO  high  upon  us  a9d  ail  cair  endeavours,  which  woaU 
retrieve  the  credit  of  the  church,  and  avert  her  repmcL 


POSTSCRIPT, 

"Containing  am  Enttmeraikn  offome  Siffs  te  be  csnf^cdad 
mourntd  ^ver^  upon  Fa/t-daySf  and  other  ^ctefiws* 


f .  THE  abounding  atheifm  of  many  in  the  hixi, 
both  in  heart  and  life:  the  practical  atheifm  of  th^ 
who  live  as  if  there  were  no  God  nor  Providence  to  go- 
vern the  world,  who  put  the  creatures,  the  world,  and 
filfin  God*ti  room,  and  afcribc  their  mercies  to  for- 
tune, their  own  wifdom  and  induftry,  rather^  than  tt) 
God.  . 

2.  I1ie  grofs  tmmoraVtties  which  abound  ^imong  aS 
flS  dmnkennefe,  unclcanneff,  lying,  backbiting,  dfi- 
fr.iudir.g,  profane  fwearing,  falfe  fwcaring  in  matters 
of  commerce,  profaning  ihc  Lord's  day,  by  walking 
«nd  travelling  unncccflkriiy,  transporting  goods^  and  o- 
tlier^iii* 

3' 
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3.  Oar  wocfttl  ftctmff  m  tfiefe  eiits^  and  obftirtate 
.^leaving  to  ptedomiitaiit  fins,  dcfpUing  aU  reproofe  f€nr 
'Ifcem^  and  V.ftniing9  to  fof faike  them. 

*  4.  The  inordinate  fettmi;  of  cmr  hearts  upon  eartUv 
•  enjoyments  and  fenliial  fatisfa&ion,  to  the  (ad  negtea 
ef  thele  things^  wherein^ our  chief  happinefs  dotb 
confift^  Yiz.  the  enjoying  of  God»  and  cofniiiunon  with 
aim* 

S-  The  great  ignorance  of  God  and  of  gdfpetrrmhff^ 
'  w&icdk  contmneth  m  a  hmd  of  ftich  light*  .The  great 
Ignorance  of  Jefus  Chtift,  of  bis  mediation  and  'offices^ 
waA  of  the  way  of  making  nfe  of  Chtift  for  jtiftificatiofi 
«nd  fiindtficatioff)  for  ftrength  m  duties,  aosd  for  ac- 
eels  to  ind  acceptance  with  God.  ' 

6.  The  negleci  of  the  worthtp  of  God  in  familieff, 
«nd  in  (ecrct,  and  the  great  reftraining  of  prayer  ^before 
God 

7*  Our  onfroitfulner^  under  the  means  of  grace. 
8.  The  {»ckOidings  of  all  ranks  from  God»  and  kar- 
ing  thenr  firft  lore;  thegreat  decay  of  the  life  and  pow- 
er of  godlinefs,  and  of  holy  and  tender  walking,  both 
in  minifters  and  profefibrs.  ^ 

'         9*  The  doth  and  contempt  of  ipany,  in  not  attend* 
ing  npon  God^s  holy  ordinances* 

10.  Our  attending  ordinances  for  the  fafhioo,  and 
lK>t  making  them  tryfting  places  for  meeting  with  Qod, 
and  means  of  communion  with  him. 

zi.  Our  contenting  ourfidres  with  man^s  teaching 
and  not  feeking  after  the  teachings  and  inftuences  of  the . 
Spirit)  in  hearing  of  the  word. 

12.  Our  (inning  away  the  holy  fpifit  from  ordinan- 
ces ;  our  not  lamenting  for  his  withdrawing)  nor  wreft* 
ling  for  his  return. 

13.  Our  formality  in  prayer,  and  not  making  ufe  of 
the  interceflbn  of  Chrift)  nor  employing  the  ailiftance 
of  the  feirit  ki  this  duty. 

14%  Our  refting  upon  an  outwatd  attendance  of  or- 
dinances, and  a  name  to  live,  without  feeking  after  a 
Work  of  grace  and  regeneration  in  our  fouls. 
15.  Our  not  valuing  the  news  of  redeeming  love 

which 
Qjt  • 
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which  the  (rofpel  bt ings  to  ui,  aor  embrioi^ 

Clirift  as  offered  to  thut  therein. 

1 6.  Our  not  living  a  jife  of  fakh  upoo  Cbfifti  aor 
making  continual  ufe  of  hi$  n»erit9riott3  blood*  and  yn- 
puted  righteoaiiAefs  for  oar  juftification,  fan&|ficatk% 
fubduing  (iit>  peifornoing  duty,  accrptaaoe  wicb  Go4 
and  peace  of  contcieoce. 

17.  Our  going  about  to  eftabliOi  our  own  rigbtepa^ 
nef6»  by  putting  our  religions  duitieBi  ow  jiift  4eaiiig» 
or  moral  hon^fty.  in  the  room  of  gloriooa  Chrift^  YW 
alotie  is  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs. 

i8»  Our  unfreqnency  and  flotb  in  celdiraUtig  ^  flMr 
moriak  of  redeeming  love»  and  of  the  death  WiioSKh 
ings  of  our  bleiTed  ImiA^  in  the  holy  fupper. 

19.  The  profanatiofi  of  the  Lord's  Uble«  by  iheap* 
proach  of  thofe  who  are  ignoraati  prayerlefs^  oruiigpd^ 
ly  livers. 

20.  Our  negkAing  fokmn  preparatioa  fox  this  near 
approach,  by  feir*examinatioa,  fecfet  humiliadoBi  vA 
wreftliag  with  God  for  his  prefenoei  and  renewiog  60* 
venant  with  him* 

2 1 .  Our  not  keeping  up  the  imprefiioa  of  £ucrainea» 
tal  vow8|  and  of  the  oiatchlefs  love  of  Cbcift  difplavej 
to  us.  fo  as  to  be  thereby  conftrained  to  lire  id  HixD  ^ 
died  for  us* 

12.  Our  not  imitating  the  pattern  of  the  hfA^Y^ 
in  his  mcekiiefs,  holincls,  fclf-dcnial,  naor^ificatioa  » 
the  worid^  patience  und«;r  wrongs*  thankfulncls  fot 
mercies,  dilii^ence  in  prayer,  zeal  fpr  God's  fcrnc^ 
concern  for  the  good  of  others*  willingncfc  Xs>  die,  aa4 
Tcfignation  to  God*s  will. 

23.  The  negled  of  matters  and  fanaUics  ia  ittftnift* 
ing  their  children  and  fer.vants,  and  ufing  their  autbw 
ty  to  fiipprefs  {\n  amongft  thpm. 

24.  Our  unthankful  forgetting  of  the  aasny  figo^ 
deliverances  which  God  hath  wrought  foj  ti)is  chcww* 
tind  land ;  and  our  unthankful  abufe  of  the  man/  v^* 
luable  mercies  we  ilvil  erjoy. 

25.  Ourpre6diou3  dealing  with  God,  in'bseak^ 
both  naiio^ial  and  pexional  coyeasnt  j  and  <w  wast  o| 
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zed  for  mwitaining  truths  purity  and  piety^  in  oppofri 
tion  to  abounding  erroTi  fuperftition  and  profanity. 

a6.  Our  indifierency  about  the  coming  of  CluriS's 
longdonv;  our  little  praying  for  the  peace  and  profpe- 
riity  of  Jerttfalem ;  and  our  minding  our  own  things 

more  than  the  things  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

27.  The  heaven-daring  attacks  made  upon  the  £dC« 

pel-TeTelation»  by  infidels  *among  ourfelves* 
i  28.  Our  impenitency  and  infenGblenefs  under  fpifi- 
>  tual  judgments,  and  manifold  tokens  of  God's  angoTt 
I  fuch  289  withdrawing  his  fpirit  from  minifters  and  pio« 
\  feflbrst  blafting  of  ordinances,  dividing  us  in  his  angei^ 
f  gMng  U8  up  to  fpiritual  opprei&on  and  perfecutioni  le^ 

ting  k>ofe  a  fpirit  of  cnor  and  delufion^  (5Vp 
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SACRAMENTAL    DIRECTORY: 

TREATISE 

THE  SANCTIFiCATION 
COMMUNION  SABBATH. 


THE    PREFACE. 


X  HIS    Diredorf  being  firll  pMifhed  in  the  year 
17x6,  the  preface-was  added  to  the  fecond  editton  of 
it  in  the  year  1726,  in  which  now  V  have  made  fome 
additions  and  alterations.    The  book  itfelf  alfo  is  cort* 
fiderahiy  enlarged  from  what  it  was -at  flr(t,  namely  in 
noving  and  preffing*  the  necefBty  of  communicating, 
m  obedience  to  our  Lord's  dying  command  ;  and  it  is  * 
to  be  regretted  that  there  (houid  be  ftill  fo  much  need 
for  urging^ it.     Ah,  that  fo  many  Chriftians,  who  pro- 
iefs  rd(pe£k  to'Chrift^as  their  Saviour,  ftoufd  live  in 
the  negledi  of  his  dying  charge  I  Perhaps,  my  friends, 
^on- viewing  the  hazaid  of  eating  unworthily,  fome  of 
you  may  think  you  are  on  the  fafeft:  (ide  to  keep  away 
fiQm  this  ordinance  altogether ;  not  coniidering,  that  the 
danger  of  unworthy  xcfuiihg  is  fully' as  great  as  that  of 
unworthy  receiving :  For  you  fee  tnofe  who  make  light 
of  Ghrift's  invitation  to  the  marriage  fupper  efcaped  no 
better  than  he  that  came  without  the  wedding>gar« 
ment.  Mat.  xxii*  7.  13.     Likewife  1  have  adduced  ma- 
ny arguments  to  prefs  freqiiency  in  commatiicating,  and 
have  anfwered  objeflions  againfl  it ;  which,  if  you  du^ 
ly  oonfider,  you  muft  own  that  frequent  partaking  is 
moft  advantageous  and  neceifary  for  the  exigencies  of 
your  fouls,  and  higMy  acceptable  unto  God.    Jf  there 
be  ^  a  book  of  remembrance  written  before  the  Lord» 
for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  thought  upon  his  name, 
and  fpoke  one  to  another,"  Mai.  iii.  16,  we  have  no 
ground  to  queftion,  but  there  is  a  book  of  remembrance 
written  for  them  that  love  their  Redeemer,  and  often 
ttmcmber  his  death  and  fufFerings  in  the  facrament» 
which  he  hath  inftituted  for  that  end.     Ahd  as  I  would 
katc'you  come  frequently  to  this  folemn  ordinance,  fo 
1  would  alwiiys  have  you  coming  w;th  fuitabl^  prepara- 
VoL.  L  R  r  tion 
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tion ;  and,  for  your  help  in  this  mittcr,  I  have  co3s- 
pofed  the  following  direftory.  Special  care  (hould  be 
taken>  that  our  frequency  do  not  breed  formaiiey,  b«t 
that  we  be  as  devout  as  frequent ;  and,  though  we  coiik 
municate  never  fo  frequently,  that  we  truft  not  ro  fov* 
mer  preparations,  but  that  we  examine  and  prepare 
ourfelves  of  new  for  every  communion. 

But  feeing  i{  is  in  vain  to  exhort  Chridtans  to  fit* 
quent  receiving,  unlefs  minifters  do  alfo  frequently  ad- 
miniflirate  this  ordinance,  and  call  their  people  to  par- 
take  thereof ;  it  may  be  proper  to  fpeak  fometfaing  of 
the  neceflitv  oT  frequent  difpenfing  of  the  Lord's  fop- 
per.  AH  the  arguments  and  reafons  which  I  bring  lo 
the  enfuing  treatife,  to  prove  the  neceflity  of  peopks 
frequent  partaking,  do  a^  much  prove  the  neceflity  of 
minifters  frequent  difpenfing  \  feeing^  if  minifters  io 
not  difpenfe,  the  people  cannot  partake :  But,  befidei 
thefe,  I  (hall*  with  all  humility  and  becoming  lefpeAi 
add  fome  things  here^  whiph,  I  hoj>e,  may  be  of  we^ht 
with  myfclf,  and  other  minitters  of  the  gofpel,  to  per? 
fuade  to  frequent  difpenfing* 

I.  The  infpired  apoftles  of  Chrift}  and  other  pat 
tots  of  the  church  that  were  contemporary  with  thenOf 
did  (in  obedience  to  the  intimation  which  their  Lonl 
and  Mafter  gave  them  at  the  firft  inftitution)  frequent- 
ly difpenfe  the  Lord's  fupper  to  the  Chriftians  in  their 
days ;  yea,  it  was  their  ordinary  cuftom  to  do  it  every 
Lord's  day,  A£ls  ii.  46.  Afts  xx,  7.  The  infpired  pen- 
man^  of  that  book  doth  mention  the  breaking  of  bread 
as  a  conftant  concomitant,  to  the  appiUes  do£trine  and 
prayers,  Afls  ii.  4a. 

IL  In  imitation  of  the  apoftles,  the  paftors  of  the  an- 
cient church  did. keep  up  the  pra^ice  of  celebrating  the 
Lord's  Supper  every  Lord's  day,  through  the  fecond, 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  centuries.  To  evidence  this  (i 
it  were  called  in  queftion)  I  might  cite  many  paflages 
^  from  the  hiftories  of  Eufebius  and  Socrates,  and  the 
writings  of  Juftin  Martyr,  Cyrian,  Chiyfoftom,  Hicrom, 
Ambrofe,  Auguftinci  and  feveral  othersi  who  on  that 

account 
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:iccount  ufcd  to  call  the  Lord's  day  Dies  Pams  :  but,  it 
being  a  matter  of  fa£t  of  notour,  I  need  not  blot  paper 
"vvrlth  quotitions  to  this  purpofe.     Nay,  it  is  plain,  from, 
the  forf'faid  ancient  writers,  that  the  Lord^i  (upper  con- 
tinued to  be  difpenfed  in  fome  places,  not  oilly  every 
Ijord's  day,  biit  alfo  every  day  of  the  week,  and  that  for 
fever al  centuries  :  Which  pra£lice  Auguftine  (who  liv- 
ed in  the  fifth  century)  doth  not  feem  fa  heartily  to  aip- 
prove ;  for,  Lib.  de  Ecclefiafticis,  Cap.  53.  he  hath 
thefe  words^  **  Quotidie  communioncm  Eucharifticae 
*^  nee  vitupeTO  ncc  laudo ;  omnibus  taniep  Dominicis 
**  Diebue  communicandum  fuadeoi^  u  e.  **  I  neither 
•*  praife  nor  difpraife  daily  receiving  of  the  Lord's  fup* 
^  per ;  but  I  would  have  all  men  to  communicate  eacti 
"  iLicrd's  day."     Moreover,  learned  men,  who  ^fe  beft 
acquainted  with  the  antiquities  of  the  Chriilian  churcfai 
do  obfervp,  that  unfrequency  in  celebrating  this  facra- 
ment  did  creep  in  together  with  pther  ancichrifliian  er- 
rors atid  defe£tions,  into  the  church  of  Chrift. 

lit.  I  (hall  therefore  pafs  the  ages  of  darknefs  and 

defection,  and  come  to  the  two  laft  centuries  of  the 

church,  and  take  a  (hort  view  of  the  pradice  of  fome 

proteftant  churches  fince  our  reformation*  from  popery* 

I  grant,  the  Lord's  fupper  hath  not  been  celebrated  fd 

oft  Gnce  that  time,  as  in  the  fird  ages  of  the  church. 

We  have  the  reafon  pointed  at  in  a  book,  which  repre- 

fents  the  pradice  of  the  church  of  Geneva,  particularly 

in  celebrating  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  which 

was  four  times  in  the  year.     The  book  is  intituled,  lanus 

,  Mi  fiatuUs  of  Geneva^  anent  ecclejiaftw  di/cip/iw,  tranf- 

lated  out  of  the  French,  and  printed  bondon,  Annd 

1643.  p.  7.  we  have  thefe  words  :  "  For  as  the  fuppet 

hath  been  inftituted  by  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  to  be 

frequented  and  ufed;  and  alfo  it  hath  been  obferved  in 

the  primitive  Chriilian  church,  until  fuch  time  as  the 

*    devil  hath  turned  all  upfide  down,  fetting  up  the  mafs 

liiftead  thereof,  which  fault  ought  to  be«corre£led,  and 

alfo  the. rare  celebrating  thereof:  We  have  determined 

and  ordainedi  that  it  fiiall  be  miniftered  JFour  times  a* 

ytat » 

R  r  a  Again, 
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Again,  let  us  look  into  the  pra£lice  of  the  reformed 
dburches  of  frajicc,  whilft  their  liberty  continued.  In 
the  ads  of  the  national  fyiiod  held  at  Charentoun,  print- 
ed London,  Anno  i644<.  cap.  X2.  art.  14.  weha?e  thefc 
vrords  :  **  Although  it  hath  been  a  cuftom  in  (noft  of 
die  churches  in  thefe  parts,  to  celebrate  the  holy  coni- 
muniod  only  foixr  times  every  year ;  yet  it  is  much  wjfh- 
cd  and  defired  that  it  might  be  ufcd  niiore  frequently.'* 

As  for  the  reformed  churches  in  the  United  Provin- 
ces, or  the  Dutch  churclies,  we  fee  what  was  their  prac- 
tice, In  carpus  Jifclp/ina,  publi(hed  by  the  miniftcrs  and 
elders  <^F  the  Dutch  congregation  in  London,  Anno  i643» 
cap.  3.  fefl.'a.  art.  3.  "  It  is  appointed  that  the  Lord's 
fupper  be  adminiftcred  every  two  months  (i.  f.  fix  times 
a- year)  wherein  the  churches  under  perfecution  are  kft 
to  their  liberty.** 

As  to  the  churches  in  Neve  England,  we  have  ac- 
count of  their  prafticc,  hrief  narrative  of  the  praBlce  9/ 
the  churches  in  New  England ^  printed  London,  Anno 
1 65 1 .  p.  8.  **  As  for  the  admmiflration^  of  the  Lbrd*s 
ffipper,  becaufe  Chrtft  defires  us  to  do  it  often,  we  eom- 
inpnly  have  it  monthly,  though  we  tic  not  ourfclvcs  to 
any  fct  time,  but  alter  it  as  often  as  reafon  appears/' 

Let  us  come  to  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  conli- 
der  the  ancient  practice  of  our  worthy  reformers  in  tbia 
matter-  And,  in  xhzjirfl  place,  if  we  look  to  the  pM 
Scots  liturgy,  or  tlie  'hd  of  common  wder^  which  was 
written  by  John  Knox,  firft  for  the  order  of  the  Eng- 
iiih  kirk  at  Geneva,  whereof  he  was  minifler,  aad  ap- 
proved by  John  Calvin,  printed  at  Geneva,  Anno  IJ56. 
and  afterwards  received  and  ufcd  by  the  reformed  king 
of  Scotland  \  Mfc  will  find,  in  the  joth  chapter,  concern- 
ing the  manner  of  idipiniftration  of  the  JLiord's  fupper, 
thcfc  words :  **  The  day  when  the  Lord's  fupper  is  mi- 
niftered,  which  is  commonly  ufed  once  a>  month,  or 
fo  oft  as  the  congregation  (hall  think  expedient,  the  aii- 
nifter  ufpth  to  fay  as  foUoweth,**  &c-  From  which  it 
appears,  that  th^  firft  pra£):ice  of  our  reformers,  aftai 
the  reformation  of  this  nation  from  popery,  was  to  ad- 
miniftrate  the  Lord's  Supper  commonly  once  a'month. 
Afterwards,  it  fcemetb^  Uiey  found  that  the  peof^  did 

not 


inot  fo  generally  fall  in  with  the  forefaid  order  for  month-* 
1y  Sacraments  as  eould  be  wiflicd :  And  therefore  iit 
the  General  Aflembly,  which  was  held  at  Edinburgh  in 
December  1562,  they  thought  £t  to  condcfcend  to  a  lefs 
frequent  adminiftration  of  this  ordinance ;  for,  in  their 
aft  thereanent,  recorded  by  Cald.  in  his  hiftory,  page 
816,  .we  have  thcfe  words:  **  It  is  ordained,  that  the 
communion  be  four  times  miniftred  in  the  year  within 
borough  towns,  and  twice  in  country  pariflics.** 

Here,  indeed,  there  is  a  diftindion  made  betwixt  the 
frequency  in  boroughs  and  country  pariihes :  But,  in  tlie 
firft  book  of  difciplinc,  which  was  compiled  by  fevcrals 
of  our  famous  reformers,  by  way  of  addrefi^  to  the  civil 
government,  and  much  about  the  fame  time  approved 
and  eftabliflied  both  by  church  and  (late,  we  find  four 
times  in  the  year  condefcended  upon  for  the  facramcm^ 
without  any  diftinQion  of  congregations,  Cap.  2.  Fa^ 
rag,  2.  They  tell  us  indeed^  that  the  order  of  Geneva* 
concerning  the  miniftration  of  the  facraments,  .was  at 
that  time  ufed  in  fome  of  their  churches,  L  t.  the  ho^ 
4ff  common  order  fcrecitcd,  which  declareth  for  monthly 
iacraments  i  but,  in  C/ip.  1 1 .  Parag,  c,  they  give  thenr 
judgment  for  quarterly  communions,  \n  thefc  words  x 
"  Four  times  in  the  year  we  think  fufHcient  to  the  ad- 
miniftration of  the  Lord's  table,  which  we  delire  to  be 
<)iftin£led,  thai  the  fi^erftitioa  of  times  may  be  avoid- 
ed fo  far  as  may  be ;  for  your  honours  are  not  ignoranc 
how  fuperftitiouily  the  people  ran  to  that  aSion  zt 
Pafch,  even  as  if  the  time  gave  virtue  to  the  facrament  j 
and  how  the  reft  of  the  whole  year  they  are  carelefs'and 
negligent,  as  if  it  appertained  not  to  them  but  at  that 
time  only.  We  think  it  therefore  moft  expedient,  that 
the  firft  Sunday  of  March  be  appointed  for  one  time  to 
-that  fervice,  the  firft  Sunday  of  June  f^r  another,  the 
firft  Sunday  of  September  for  the  third,  the  firft  Sun- 
day of  December  for  the  fourtlu  We  do  not  deny  but 
any  feveral  kirk,  for  reafonuble  caufes,  may  change  the 
•  time,  and  may  miniftcr  oftnerj  but  we  ftudy  to  rcprels 
fuperftition.'* 

From  all  which  we  may  fee  what  it  was  that  came 
10  be  the  more  general^  fettled  and  declared  mind 

of 
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of  the  church  of  Scotland  after  the  reformation,  coih 
cerning  the  frequency  of  the  Lord's  fupper»  viz,  thai  it 
Ihould  at  Icaft  be  celebrated  once  in  the  quarter,  tiIW- 
ii)g  liberty  to  any  minifter  or  congregation  to  adxmnf- 
ter  it  ofmer>  if  they  thoilght  fit.     Some  perhaps  maf 
doubt  if  it  was  altogether  right  in  our  reformers  to  re- 
duce the  primitive  pra&ice  of  celebrating  the  Lotd't 
fupper  once  a- week  to  once  in  the  months  and  after- 
wards to  once, in  the  quarter;  but  we  are  to  fuppofe 
they  had  weighty  reafons  for  it  at  that  time  :  But  there 
are  many  now  of  the  mind,  that  we  of  this  age  cannot 
fo  well  account  for  reducing  the  ancient  pradice  of  this 
church  in  adminiilrating  this  f^crament  once  in  the 
quarter,  to  once  in  the  year.     Is  not  this  a  lamentable 
deviating  from  the  fentiments  and  praftice  of  our  great 
and  zealous  reformers  i  What  can  our  unfrcquency  in 
celebrating  this  Chriftian  commemoxating  ordinance  be 
imputed  to  fo  much,  as  a  fad  decay  of  love  to  a  era* 
cified  Jefus  ?  Alas,  that  love  to  our  unchangeable  loie- 
ly  Redeemer  (hould  cool  by  length  of  time  !   We  fadly 
verify  what  he  foretold  of  the  Utter  days,  Mat.  xnv. 
1 2.   '^  Iniquity  (hall  abound,  and  the  love  of  many  fl»ll 
wax  cold."     But  oh  !  Are  not  Chrift's  benefits  :^  great 
as  ever,  his  blood  as  frcfh  and  efficacious  as  ever?  Whj 
then  (hould  not  Ghridian  love  be  as  warm  as  ever,  and 
their  refpcft  to  his  gofpel  inftitutions  as  ftrong  ascfci? 
O  that  the  Chriflians  of  this  age  were  fenfible  from 
whence  we  are  fallen ;  how  far  we  have  departed  from 
the  zeal  of  our  anceflors,  and  left  our  fiift  love  to  i 
crucified  Chrift  •,  fo  that  all  ranks  were  concerned  to 
revive  and  recover  it,  in  and  by  the  ufe  of  the  means 
which  God  hath  appohited  for  that  end ;   that  by  d^ 
grees  we  might  again  attain  our  reformers  frequency  of 
celebrating  this  Chrtft- exalting  and  love-influming  ordi- 
nance,  and  fo  change  our  annual  to  quarterly-commtt* 
nions !  I  know  it  is  aifedling  to  fome  hearty  wcll-wifli- 
crs  of  the  profpcrity  and  credit  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, to  think  that  a  church,  fo  excellently  well  confti* 
tuted^  and  which  had  attained  to  a  greater  pitch  of  re* 
formation  in  other  things  than  her  neighboursi  ibould 
yet  ly  behind  thc;n  in  &i8  point. 
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I  acknowledge  .that  matters  were  fo  put  out  of  order 
in  thib  church,  by  reafon  of  the  long  oppreilion  (he 
fPToaned  under,  and  the  great  defe£lions  of  many,  before 
^e  late  happy  revolution,  that  minifters  in  feveral  places . 
^Mrere   afraid  to  difpenfe  this  fealing  ordinance  to  tlieir 
flocks    for  fome  time:    And  finding  tbemfelves  v«rj. 
much  ftraitened  betwixt  the  indifpofition  of  their  people,. 
and  the  hazard  of  a  total  omilTion,  they  came  to  an  un- 
frequent  celebration  of  this  ordinance^  perhaps  but  once 
in  two  or  three  years,  till  this  unfrequency  became  c^f- 
tomary    and'  too  general     Serious  Chriftians  indeed 
flocked  unto  thbfc  places  where  it  was  difpenfed,  where- 
by their  lofs  at  home  was  iq.fome  meafure  repaired. 

But  the  General  AiTembly,  being  fenfible  of  the  evH 
of  this  unfrequency,  began  to  take  notice  of  it,  and 
make  feveral  excellent  ads  for  the  more  frequent  cele- 
bration of  the  Lord's  fupper,  as  in  the  years  1710, 
1711,  1 71 2,  and  1724.  Though  thefc  a^8  have  not 
hitherto  bad  their  full  effeft,  yet  they  have  been  fo  far 
ctTeQual,  as  to  bring  miniftcrs  generally  to  adminidrate 
this  ordinance  in  their  congregations  at  leaft  once  in 
the  year.  I  know,  feveral  worthy  miniftcrs  have  fome 
years  ago  given  a  laudable  example  to  their  bre-> 
thren,  in  celebrating  the  I^ord's  fupper  in  their  con- 
gregations twice  a- year  ;  though  indeed  it  is  to  be  re* 
gretted  that  fq  few  hitherto  have  copied  after  it. 

The  authority  and  judgment  of  the  great  Calyin 
(whom  the  church  of  Scotland  doth  moft  dcfervcdly  ' 
regard  and  efteem)  concerning  annual  and  frequent 
communicating,  hath  very  great  weight  with  me :  Wc 
have  it  in  his  inftitucions,  lab.  4*  Cap.  17.  Par.  4^. 
mihi  fol.  507,  After  he  had  (hewed  what  was  the  prac- 
tice of  the  ancient  church  in  pureft  time$|  he  hath  thefe 
words :  *•  Et  fane  hsec  confi^etudo  quae  lemel  quotannis 
**  comrimnicaie  jubet>  certiflium  eit  diaboli  iitventum, 
"  cujufcunque  tandem  minifterio  invefta  fuerit. — 
'*  Quum  certa  lex  de  una  quotannis  communicat.one 
''  pofita  eft,  qua  fadum  eft,  nt  fere  omnes  quum  femel 
•*  communicaverunt)  quafi  in  reliquum  anni  tempus 
**  pulchrc.defunai,  in  utramque  aurem  fecuri  dormt- 
^*  ant.     Longe  aliter  factum  opportuit :  Singulis  ad 

**  minimuoi 
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•♦  minimum  hebdomadibus  proponcnda  crat  CIirii&« 
^  norum   coctui   menfa    domini,    decia  rands  promit 
•^  fioncs  quae  bos  in  ea  fpmtualitcr  pafcercnt ;  naHoi 
•*  quidem  neceffitatc  cogcndus,  fed  cohortandi  omnesi 
^  &  itimulandi  ;   obprgandus,  etiam  ignavortun  tor- 
•*  por.**    I.  e.^ "  And  indeed  this  cuftoizi  which  com- 
anands  to  communicate  once  only  in  the   year,  is  mrit 
certainly  the  inTention  of  the  deril,  whoever  was  in- 
Itrumental  to  intv»  duce  it.     When  there   was  a  lav 
made  for  communicating  once  in  the  year^  it  came  to 
pafS|  that  aim  oft  all,  when  they  had  once  commnnicated^ 
mrncd  ilothful  and  flept  fccurdy  throughout  the  rtfr 
of  the  year.     But  it  fliould  have  been  far  otherwife : 
Every  wjcck,  at  leaft,  the  I>brd*s  table  fliould  hare  been 
fet  before  the  aflcmbly  of  Chriffians,  and  the  ptomiYo 
therein  fet  forth  upon  which  we  fhould  feed  fpiritually: 
No  man  indeed  fnould  be  compelled  kfcame  by  forrci 
but  all  (houid  be  exhorted  and  excited  \   and  tfe  fiodi 
«f  all  the  negligent  reproved.**     And  upon  the  maigifl 
wc  have  thcfc  words;'"  Papiilica  antem  confuctudo, 
•*  quotannis  feniel  communicare  jubcns>.  cxecrandttift 
•*  e(t  inventum ;"  ».  #.  "  The  popiili  cuftom,  vhidi 
•*  enjoins  men  to  communicate  once  a-year,  is  a  curfrf 
**  inventipn^**     And  certainly  the  godly  and  jndicioas 
Calvin  his  obfervation  is  moft  juit  :    For  when  ^ 
call  our  people  to  come  to  the  Lord*i  table  but  once 
in  the  year,  and  there  believingly  to  remember  a  cru- 
cified Chrift  for  the  remifEon  of  their  fins,  the  mod 
part  are  tempted  to  think,  when  they  have  done  that, 
their  main  worlc  is  over  for  that  year,  and  fo  fall  afkep 
and  rum  fecure  through  the  reft  of  the  yeair;  upon  whicfc 
account  he  calls  this^^^  cuRomy  a  curffd invmhan^vA 
an  inventisn  of  the  dtvil.     It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
church  of  Scotland,  which  fo  much  abhors  popery  and 
ail  popiili  cuftoms,  will- at  length  throw  out  this  of  fl«^ 
*«<?/  comniuriicativgy  as  well  as  they  have  done  others- 

Obj^nions  anjkvtred. 
ObJe6i.  L    Cy  divine  appointment  the  pa&vcr  was 
celebrated  but  once  in  the  year  v  and  now  the  l/xS% 
fupper  is  come  in  room  of  the  pafibver* 
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Anf,  i^,.lt  muft  be  remembered,  that  as  the  iwflbrer- 
iervcd  to  (ighify  and  prefigure  Chrift's  death  and  fuf- 
ferings  to  the  Jews,  and  their  fpiritual  redemption  there* 
by ;  fo  it  was  inftituted  to  prcferve  the  memorial  of 
their  temporal  freedom  and  deliverin/e  from  the  bon- 
daj^e  of  Egypt,  which  God  wrouglit  fv>r  them  on  the 
fourteenth  of  the  firft  month,  Exod.  xii.  ^7.  18      And 
therefore  he  appointed  them  to  keep  the  pafTover  annu- 
ally upon  that  day  of  the  month.     But  the  Lord  bath 
fixed  no  certain  day  of  the  year  for  the  Lord's,  f upper 
under  the  New  Teilament  times;  but  only  in  general 
hath  enjoined  a  frequent  celebration  of  it. 
^       'xdly^  The  Jews  did  not  need  a  very  frequent  celebra- 
tion of  the  pafTover  to  put  them  in  mind  of  the  doming, 
death,  and  fufFerings  of  the  Mefliah ;  feeing,  befidch  the 
pafro':'er,«  they  had,  by  diWne  appointment,  many  other 
lively  types,  6gures,  and  inftitutions,  which  were  de- 
figned  for  that  very  fame  end,  fuch  as  the  f  icrificcs  of 
ilain  beaftsy  which  they  frequently  witnefTed  in  the  tem- 
ple :  Yea,  every  day  they  had,  both  morning  and  even- 
ing, a  lamb  killed  in  the  temple,  its  blood  -poured  out^ 
and  its  fleih  burnt  on  the  altar,  for  a  facriBce  to  God  • 
for  their  fins ;  which  did  in  a  moft  eminent  and  lively 
manner  reprcf^-nt  to  them  the  death,  bloodftied,  fuffcr- 
ings,  and  bitter  agonies  of  Chrift,  the  great  facrifice  for 
the  (ins  of  the  world,  juft  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
pailbver  did ;  only  it  was  i!bt  eaten  in  every  honfe,  as 
that  was*     So  that  we  fee  a  plain  reafon  why  the  Jews 
did  not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  a  frequent  celebration  of 
the  pafTover  to  be  a  remembrance  of  Chrift  under  the 
law,  as  we  do  of  the  Lord'3  fupper  under  the  New  Tef- 
tament  times,  when  we  have  no  other  ordinance  infti- 
tuted to  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  Chrift's  death  and 
fafferings,  but  this  alone  :  And  therefore  it  ought  much 
more  frequently  to  be  celebrated  than  the  Jcwiih  patf- 
ovcr  wa«. 

3Ji^,  Supposing  the  Jews  had  no  other  ordinance 
but  the  paflbver,  to  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  the 
Mefliah  that  was  to  come ;  yet,  feeing  our  Mefliah  hath 
now  come,  and  aftually  facriliced  himfcif  upon  the 
crofs  for  our  redemption,  hath  fully  completed  th$ 
Vol., I.  Ss  work^   ' 
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^otkt  «nd  ii>ftde  far  more  bright  ^ifplsys  of  Us  fare 
and  g^lory  to  ns  ChriftiaflSi  than  he  did  to  die  Jemm* 
der  the  Avtvir^  and  hath  inftitufeed  the  Lord's  foppcr  Isr 
a  memoriifl  of  what  he  hath  doae  and  faflbred,  link- 
ing us  to  no  time,  hot  injoinitig  firequeiicyia  the  de 
pf  it ;  I  hff  feeing  the  cafe  is  ?o  "with  US9  we  are  as- 
dermany  ftrong  ties  to  be  more  zealous  andireqaem 
in  celebrating  the  memorials  of  Chrift's  love  to  as  in 
the  Lord^s  fupper,  than  the  Jews  were  to  do  it  in  die 
pafTover.  The  apoftles  and  primktvie  Cfariftians  were 
fo  fenfible  of  this^  diat  diey  thought  themfetrcs  bond 
to  remember  Chrift  cruciiied  once  a^wedc  in  thdr  gat 
peUpaiTover,  which  the  Jews  did  bat  once  a-year  ja 
theirs.  From  al(  which,  we  fee  no  argoment  can  be 
braaght,  from  die  Jews  annual  cuftom  in  cetebratis^ 
the  pafibver,  to  juftify  annual  communion. 

ObJ.  IL  To  adminiftrate  the  Lord's  fupper  freqaen^ 
ly,  would  tend  to  ^iminUh  the  refpefi:  and  revereBoe 
whidi  is  due  to  it,  and  at  length  brinj;  it  into  conteiApt 
among  the  pe(q)Ie« 

'  ^^-  1^1  If  v^  make  confcietloe  of  oar  duty,  our 
Lord  will  fee  to  the  oredtt^of  his  own  ordinance. 

2j/y,  Will  any  fay,  that  the  apoftles  and  prinidve 
paftors  brought  this  ordinance  into  contempt  by  cek- 
brating  of  it  every  Lord's  dav?  Did-thcy  not^ftem  and 
prize  it  much  higher  than. >il^  who  celebrate  it  but  once 
a-year  i  And  why  fhould  ws  think,  diat  the  admini- 
ftratirg  of  the  Lord's  fupper  twice,  thrice,  orfourntiei 
in  the  year,  would  at  all  derogate  from  the  credit  of 
it! 

3(/^,  Were  this  reafon  valid  agaiiift  the  Irequent  dif- 
penfrng  of  this  ordinance,  why  not  againft  other  otdi^ 
nances  aifo  ?  Andfo  we  (hould  but  fcldom  preach.orread 
the  fcriptures  in  the  audietice  of  the^people ;  we  {hould 
feldom  pray  or  fing  pfalms  with  our  flocks,  Icftwecon* 
tribute  to  lefTen  d)e  eileem  and  reverence  due  to  thefe 
Cfdinances,  by  the  frequent  ufc  of  them. 

^ihiyy  Are  not  there  many  ferious  exercifedChrifti- 
ans,  who  communicate  almoft  every  Sabbath  daring 
the  fummcr  feafonj  wlien  they  can  have  theoccafion,  in 
iieighbouring  congregations,  who  can  tell  us,  that  they 

reap 
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t€SLp  tfiAhxai  »lvantaf^  %f  fo  dping  ^  that  ^ir  eftcom 
of  the  ordinance  is  much  incieafed,  and  that  they  do 
BOt  at  all  find  that  their  ftequent  paftakin^.  tends  to 
bnag;  this  aw£ul'  inftitution  into  contempt  with  them  i 
And  vliy'  fliouid  it  be  thought  that  their  eommamcat- 
mg:  t^irice*  or  even  four  times  a^yeai^  ia  theic  own  con* 
f fegations>  at  a*  convenient  diftanee,;  woirid  produce 
thsd  b^«  efcA  9  No :  I  am  perfii^ded  it  would  not  i  for 
the  ^tnev  that  this  Sactament  is  worthily  receivedt  in- 
fteadfofldUninifliing.oue  refpe£t>  it  imcreaftth  our  veve- 
lence  of  6od»  and>  our  a&£Uon  to  our  Savour.  I  am 
Suaocp  »  Gooftienrioua  owning  of  Godfs  authority  is- a 
greater  fign  of  holy  reTereuce^  than  the-negl.e£t  c£  his 
inftitotions. 

Stify,  We  may  perhaps  think  to  keep  up  the  ctedit 
o£  dhts  ta^mn  ordinance  among  ibofe  who  are  not  the 
better  fort,  by  feldom  difpenfing  it ;  but  it  (hould  be 
minded>.  that  it  is  not  true  efteem  whieh  arifeth  mere- 
ly from>  the  nitity  of  a  thing,  but  that  which  fpringeth 
from  kttowkclge  of  its  intrinfic  worth,  and  experience 
i»f  its  nilefulne& :  And  ihofe  people  who  have  no  heart* 
acquaintance  with  precious  Chrift»  and  the  ends^  u&s 
and  fueeef»  of  his  ordinances^  will  never  have  a  due  re- 
&e&  unto  them^  Let  us  by  all  means  rccoinmend  to 
ittcb  per£an8  the  wdvtfa  and  ezcellenoy  of  Chrift,  ihew 
diem  their  daily  need  of  him».  and  his  daily  u&fulneis 
to  them,  and  preis  their- making.  fuitaUe  preparation^ 
by  fearching  themfelves  and  clofing  with  hiai,,befoiie 
they  be  admitted  to  pc|f  take }  ,»nd  men  we  needed  not 
much  fear  that  frequency  would  detract  from  the  re- 
putadon  of  this  ordinance  :  For  fiiec|uent  experience  of 
hi  ttfefulnefis  would  beget  the  higheft  efteem  of  it,  and 
iiiarpen  the  appetites  of  people  for  it*  As  he  prayeth 
beft,.aDd  with  moft  delight,  that  prayeth  of^ncft  ;  ib  a 
wotthy^communicant  incveafeth  in  the  love  of  God  ajnd 
of  religion,  the  o&ner  he  receives :  The  more  acquaint- 
ance and  communion  he  attains  to  with  Jefua.Chrift  in 
this  ordinance^  he  values  it  ftill  the  more«  I  -  cannot 
think  this  bleifed  facrament  will  bs  undervalued  by  fre- 
quent repetitions,  but  by  perfons  moft  unvorthy,  who 
ought  not  much  to  be  regarded  1  for  oo  tnicrhearted 
S  f  a.  Ifraelice 
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Ifraelit;^  would  lobthe  this  heavenly  Maafia>becaofcitis 
common,  and  afForded  us  in  plenty. 

Lqfl/yy  And,  wich  all  due  fubmtflion  to  others,  I  do 
ftrongly  incline  to  have  a^^reat  regard  to  the  judgment 
of  the  famous  Mr  Calvin,  and  many  learned  and  godlf 

'  divines,  who  are  fo  far  from  thinking  that  annual-otm^ 
municating  is  a  mean  to  ptelerve  the  cfteem  of  this 
ordinance,  and  prevent  peoples  carelefsnefs  and  forma- 
lity in  receiving,  th^t  ti.ey  rather  judge  it  a  device  of 
Satan,  to  cherifh  floth  and  fecurity  in  fm,  to  ftifle  true 

-  Chridian  love,  to  difcourage  endeavours  after  ferioui 
godlinefs«  and  to  obflrufl  very  much  the  life  and  con* 

tinued  exercife  of  religion. 

§ 

OhjeEl*  III.  We  fee  how  much  the  other  facrarocnt 
baptifm,  is  contemned,  becaufe  of  its  frequent  repedp 
tion  i  and  fo  might  it  alfo  fare  with  this. 

-^"/  l^f  If  the  peoples  contempt  of  facramenti  be  a 
•  good  argument  againft  the  frequency  of  on«  facrame&ti 
it  is  as  good  againft  the  frequency  01  another  ^  aitd  (b 
we  ought  to  fet  up  for  the  adminiftration  of  bapd&a 
but  once  in  the  year,  to  preferve  the  eflecm  and  folcm- 
nity  of  it,  as  much  as  We  do  for  that  of  the  other  faoi- 
ment.  Are  they  not  both  precious  inftitutions  of  the 
farms  Lorlf?  Both  feals  of  the  fame  covenant?  Why 
then  (hould  we  put  the  ore  at  fo  great  diftance  from 
the  other,  and  feek  to  raife  its  honour  fo  much  above 
the  other  ? 

2dly,  Though  baptifm  befrequently  adminifl:rate,yet 
the  Lord  doth  dill  keep  up  the  reputation  of  lus  ordi- 
nance, fo  that  no  man  is  eafy  to  be  excluded  from  it : 
Yea,  people  generally  have  ftronger  imprciBons  of  the 
necefTity  of  this  facrament  than  of  the  other,  notwith- 
{landing  of  all  our  endeavours  to  maintain  the  credit  of 
the  other  more  than  this }  which  may  teach  us,  that  we 
ought  ftill  to  go  on  in  the  way  of  our  duty,  and  Icarc 
'it  to  God  to  fee  to  the  credit  of  his  own  inftitutions. 

3///;?,  It  is  not  fo  much  becaufe  of  the  frequentadroi* 
niftration  of  baptifm,  that  people  do  flight  it,  as  becaufe 
they,  not  being  to  partake  of  it  themfelves,  do  common- 
ly apprehend  they  are  no  rhore  but  fpeflators  (though 
indeed,  there  is  much  more  incumbent  on  them  0  ^^^ 

were 


Preface.  acp 

'^virere  they  bound  to  partake  frequently  of  tliis  facra- 
ment,  as  of  the  Lord's  fupper^  and  that  under  the  pain 
of  ChriiTs  higheft  difpleafure,  if  (hey  either  did  negled 
it.  Of  perform  it  flightly ;  all  fober  people  would  reckon 
'  themfelvts  obliged  to  attend  it  when  they  had  the  op- 
portunity of  doing  ity  and  that  with  fome  awe  and  fear 
too* 
I 

Ohj\  IV.  There  is  more  flightnefs  and  formality  amongft 

*  the  communicants  in  thofe  churches  where  the  Lord's 

{upper  is  frequently  difpenfed,  than,  where  it  is  feldom. 

Atif  \fl^   i'hU  is  not  generally  true  i  for  as  there  may 

be  much  flightnefs  and  formality  in  fome  places  .wher<: 

.  it  18  but  feklom  difpenfed,  fo  tnere  is  much  devotion 

and   ferioufne&  in  other  places  where  it  is  frequendj 

adminiftred* 

Q,dlyy  The  peoples  flightnefs  in  receiving  may  proceed 

very  much  from  the  pallor's  flightnefs  in  adminiftratin|;. 

Were  due  pains  taken  to  keep  back  the  unworthy,  to 

.  inform  people  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  work,  to  warn 

diem  of  thd  danger  of  unworthy  receiving ;  to  obfcrvc 

iaft,  preparation  and  thankfgiving  days ;  to  chufe  fuit* 

able  texts,  preach  awakening  dodrine,  make  particular 

\   application,  and  to  fence  the  Lord's  table  with  awful  ^ 

folemnity:  Perhaps  there  would  not  be  fuch  flightnefs 

axnoDgft  the  people  in  receiving* 

OhjeB.  V.  It  will  not  be  eafy  to  get  dIBFerent  texts  and  - 
fubje£is  fuitable  to  fuch  frequent  communions. 

Anf,  A  crucified  Jcfas  is  a  fubjed  moil  fuitable,  and 
one  fo  large  and  copious  as  cainiot  be  exhauiled.  The 
Apoftle,  while  he  preached  at  Corinth,  determined  to 
I  know  nothing  among  that  people,  '^  but  Chrift  and  him 
I  Crucified,"  I  Cor,  ii«  2.  He  rtfoived  to  make  this  the 
great  and  conftant  fubjedt  of  his  fern.*ons ;  and  can  a- 
&y  think  it  too  much  to  preach  upon  this  theme,  twice, 
thrice,  or  four  times  a  year  ? 

Certainly  a  crucified  Jefus  is  the  fpring  and  fcopc, 
the  matter  and  end,  of  all  gofpel  preaching.  Every 
thing  we  fay  is  reducible  to  him  y  and  the  deCgn  of  all 
is  to  exalt  him,  who  is  the  great  foun^jer  of  our  reli- 
f;ion,  and  the  foundation  of  all  our  hopes :  When  we 
dchort  from  fins  and  vices,  we  do  it  mainly  becaufe  they 
I  *  were 
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were  t6e  caufe  of  Chrift'g  ^fbf ii^Sr  and  (b  taii  tn 
crucify  him  afrefii :  When  tve  eahifrt  t^^tttyr^M 
chiefiy  from  this  topic,  diftt  we'  fhoaldi  li^tt  t6  bkidtt 
died  for  as :  and  d^ac  tl^e  lore  of  Ghiift  (hoiibi  oon&nia 
Ik6  ro"  follow  hi3  patterii)  and  diej  hid  nreccfts*  le 
preft  duties-  aa  a  aeceflai^  fruit  of  lairh  m  Ch^  »l 
of  love  to  him ;  and  we  teach,  that  they  are  only  torbe 
performed  by  his  ftrength,  and  accepted  throojiiii  lus 
itttft^s^  Nay,  GtixkSi  crucified  iff  the  fdope  and  fuV- 
ftance  of  the  whole  bililc^  ^  for  to  him^giieiUtk 
prophets  wiinefe,"  Ada  x«'4J* 

A  crucified  Chrift  is  a  fubjea  £:>  pleasant  and  fob 
tile,  that  we  cannot  be  ftraii<ned  to  preach  direfilf  ibe* 
upon  many  times  a  yeav,  if  wetake  a  mw  of  diefc  thia|S 
in  .hi«i,  w%.  the  infinite  dignity  and  glory  of  his  peito; 
the  perfe£tions  of  God  that  (liine  in  him  \  th^  fttoi^ 
and  greatnefe  of  his  love ;  his  eternal  undertakiaf  v  bis 
glorious  furetiihip;  "his  wtHiderful  incamattoa;  b 
threefold  office  \  fignificant  metaphors  aad  typeiiAe^ 
by  Chrift  and  his  beaefi^  are  repreCented  9  hismanSoB 
fweet  relations  to  his  people ;  his  mediatory  folxicft;itt 
deep  humiliation  \  his  innocent  life  ^  his  holy  esanqik^i 
his  heavenly  .db£):rine ;  his  unparalleled  fxiffeiiiigs  t  ^ 
meritorious  death  \  his  vidoriou8  refufKdlion  ^  bisM- 
umphant  aficenfion )  his  prevalent  interoefton )  ins  ^ 
rious  coming  again  :  The  exceHeiicj  of  that  coTcnast 
he  hath  confirmed ;  the  fufficiency  0/ the  facrifice  hehaih 
offered ;  the  necefGty  and  comrpleCenefs  of  the  t^teouf* 
nefs  he  hath  wrought ;  thein^numeraUe  benefits  of  1^ 
death  ;  the  unfearchable  riches  of  his  grace;  hisexccedisg 
great  and  precious  promifes ;  the  incomparable  riitotw 
Ais  blood ;  ottr  union  with  him  by  faith  $  our  adiap^oa 
by  relation  to  him  ;  our  juftification  by  his  muit;  our 
fandification  by  his  fpirk  \  our  fighting  and  conquenog 
under  his  banner;  our  prote£bioii  under  his  ihadov^i 
our  bearing  burdens  by  his  grace  $  our  perfonniD|[  '^ 
ties  by  his  ftrength ;  our  holy  walk  in  obediespce  ts  Us 
injunctions ;  the  thankfulnefs  we  owe  to  him  in  bort 
and  life ;  and  (he  fweet  communion  believefs  have  with 
him  in  duties  and  ordinances.  Yea,  we  have  UcSsgi 
unfpeakabk^  grace  and  gtory^  peace  and  pardos;  if^ 
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Itlif^i  ftrcf^A  andgTOiW&,  xic^es  and  nKfilpinf  joy 
astd  hope,  .perfeTeraikce  in  gra^e,  comfort  .in  ;iffli^ioiit 
oqmdu^?in4ifei  lihrough- bearing  at  death,  reforredton 
from  the  grave,  abfoltttiefi  at  the  tribunal^  h^qp^pinefs 
thrott^-etemUyy.and  all  things  coming  to  us  with  and 
Vy  a  crucified  Jefus.  So  that  in  this  4iM>le  fubje<6l  there 
18  a  p^ipetual  plenty  and  variety  of  .fuitabkjpaiittfsr  for 
Cncramental  oecafioDs. 

Obje&i.  VI.  To  adminifter  the  Lord's  Supper  fo  fre- 
qper^tly  would  occafion  very  much  labour  and  toil  to 
the  admniftraH>r8. 

Af^.  \Jl*  Did  we  difpenfe  this  facrament  more  fre-* 
qiiemly^  frobaUy  the  UbpurandioU  would  be  kflened  i 
we  might  ^ome  )to  find  our  people  habitually  in  a  better 
cafe  for  that  fekmB  ordinance  than  atprefent  gen^rsllly 
they  are  :  So  that  kfs  pains^  ki  exciting*  inftruStng  and 
preparing  them  jfor  it>  might  be  more  lucce&ful  thafi 
grea^risnow. 

,idly^  We  have  no  caufe  to  diAruft  our  faithful  and 
land  JLord,  vrfio  doith  not  f ^  to  give  ilrength  and  fur* 
nitafe  to  bis  fervants  as  th^ir  needs  require,  according 
to  his  gracious  promife,  lEteut.  yxxUi.  ^^ .  ^^  As  thy  d.aya 
fo  Oiall  thy  :ftrcngth  be/'  We  have  experience  hitherto 
of  his  pitying  our  weaktiersy  fupplying  our  wants,  and 
helping  us  in  time  of  need :  So  that  we  may  aSUre  our* 
feives  that  be  will  fend  none  to  warfare  upon  their  own  ^ 
chains. 

^/p,  H  we  put  the  glory  of  our  mailer,  the  advant* 
tage  of  our  people,  and  the  increafe  of  our  reward,  in 
the  balance  with  our  labour ;  I  hope  we  will  XK>t  think 
it  dcferveth  once  to  be*  mentioned.  Though  we  had 
j*  DO  more  to  eape^  k  is  a  gre^c  reward  in  itfelf,  to  be 
i  honoured,  to  bring  gipry  to  our  Redeemer,  and  to  ad« 
Vance  the  falvation  of  immortal  fouls  :  And  feeing  the 
feafon  of  our  capacity  for  either  is  fo  very  ihort^  with 
whatohcarfulnefelhouid  we  bcftir  ourfclves  to  ply  that 
Ucffed  work^  What  a  pkafure  would  it  be  to  fee  Chrift 
ia  efteem,  (in  in  difgrace,  the  world  in  contempt,  and 
religion  in  profperity  amongft  men  ?  Well,  tben,{would 
we  cotHribute  thereto  in  our  ftation  ;  would  we  have 
»  lively  remembrance  of  God,  and  Chiift,  and  licavcn, 

kept 
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j/dljr  If*  a  fufficient  fimd  cannot  be  Ind  othenrifc, 
let  OMleAion^  be  ma<!e  in  panfttes  for  <kfnyingdm' 
charge,  as  Eufebiiis  tells  us  was  Aont  by  the  primtdre 
duriftians  in  this  ^fe :  and  fufdly  there  is  no  hooeft 
hearted  Chriftlan  or  communicant  trnt  wcnM  contribute 
liborallT  for  that  effed^  rather  than  the  Lord's  vod 
ihould  oe  hindered. 

Li^fyt  We  may  fee,  from  the  old  a£b  of  Afleinblj, 
dut  the  General  Aflembly  1638  had  this  Tcry  d^ec- 
tion  under  dieir  confideration,  and  decbreth,  diat  the 
charges  (hpuld  rather  be  paid  out  of  that  day's  cdleo- 
tion^  than  that  the  congelation  want  the  more  frequcot 
life  of  the  facrament.  But  I  hope  the  General  Afiem- 
blies  of  this  church  will  in  flue  time  t^ke  this  and  othei 
objedions  under  further  confideration,  prof  ide  efiectud 
anftirers  and  remedies  thereunto  \  fo  that  this  folemn  or- 
dinance Ih^li  l^  more  frequently  celebrated  amongft  u| 
than  it  is  at  prefcnt :  And  I  wiOi  aH  may  pray  ferfcn^ 
\j^  that,  together  with  the  forefaid  hudjd>le  prajQioei 
iomediing  of  the  warm  love  arid  zeal  of  the  a&deat 
Chriftiihs  may  be  happily  revived  in  our  land* 

Before  I  condufle  this  preface,  there  is  another  dang 
I  would  advertife  the  reader,  that  in  die  following  trea- 
tife  I  have  endeavoured  to  tce^p  by  tb?  form  of  fomid 
words  in  ufe  ^amongft  ij^,  avoiding  both  the  extremes 
of  Antinomianifm  and  Legalifm,  feeing  the  principles 
of  this  church  do  guide  us  equally  to  evite  both  the  one 
and  the  other.  And  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  it 
is  not  eafjr  to  fliun  thefe  extremes  \  for  people  com- 
nionly»  when  their  zeal  is  excited  againft  one  extreme^ 
are  in  great  hazard  of  Hiding  infennbly  Jntp  the  other* 
according  to  the  old  proverb,  Dum  vit^nt  ^ftulti  vitre^  in 
antraria  currunt.  And  indeed,  not  only  fools,  but 
feme  of  the  greatcft  and  wifcft  of  men,  h^ve  crtcd  in 
this  rcfpeft :  It  was  Mr  Baxter's  zeal  and  great  keen- 
n^fs  againil  Antinomianifm,  that  drove  him  to  fome 
raih  and  dangerous  aifertions  on  the  other  fkle.  And 
this  fbould  be  a  warning  to  us,  always  to  take  heed  to 
ourfelves,  and  be  careful  to  guard  on  all  fid^s  \  for  we 
are  ftiil  in  hazard  this  way,  and  efpecially  when  things 
come  to  warm  difputations  widi  us. 

It 
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It  m  poffible  that  fixne  who  preach  th^  &)^I»  nivf 

pick  cmt  ibme  of  the  glorious  truths  theiem  »  foch  as^ 

**    The  freedom  of  grace  in  the:  faJvatton  of  finpcTs^  osr 

iudificBtion  by  the  rtghteimfnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,^^  a$  our 

utretyy  the  excellency  ot  faith  in  Chrt(l>  the  pri^te^ef 

of  the  covenant,  and  bleitinga  of  Chrift'^s  purcfaafe^  and 

tOAj  make  thefe  truths  almoil  the  only  fabjc£i  of  their 

preaching ;  and  yet  perhaps  manage  tbem  fo  unhappDy, 

as  not  to  lead  people  to  ftudy  regeneration  of  hearty 

hoiinefs  of  life^  abtiorrence  of  fin^  tjcndemefs  of  valk^ 

and  ^he  confcientious  pra£lxce  of  all  commanded  dtities^ 

And  fureiy  in  this  ^ay  of  doing  they  in  a  gteai  meafiue 

mlfs  the  defign  of  our  Saviour's  incarnation,  and  the 

end  of  (he  doQrine  of  grace»  wliich  is,  ^*  to  deftroy  the 

works  of  the  devil,  and  to  teach  men  to  live  faberly» 

lighteoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world." 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  poflibte  that  others  maf 

infift  very  moch  in  enforcing  morality^  and  make  terf 

fine  rational  harangues  of  its  excellency  \  and  yet  make 

little  ufe  of  gofpel- motives  to  prefs  it,  and  he  at  httle 

pains  to  (hew  the  gofpel-principles  from  whence  it  muft 

proceed.    Like  wife  they  may  preach  much  againft  tioe 

and  immorality,  and  warn  people  of  the  evil  of  it  1  and 

yet  take  up  but  little  time  to  teach  them  concerning  the 

root  and  fpring  of  vice,  (viz.  our  fatl  in  Adam,  and 

the  corruption  of  our  natures)  and  the  neceffity  6[  an 

inward  change  by  a  work  of  regeneration,  for  heating 

of  die  inward  difeafe  and  plague  of  the  heart*      Alfo 

th^y  may  prefs  holy  duties  very  much,  and  yet  make 

little  mention  of  the  true  fountain  and  fource  of  holir 

ncls,  (viz,  our  union  with  Chrift  by  faith,  and  the  re* 

ncwing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,)  and  fpeak  little  of  the  ne- 

ceflity  of  Chriil^s  blood  to  w^fli  our  performances* 

Now  both  diefe  extremes,  in  the  way  of  pieachingi  are 

equally  to  be  avoided. 

It  is  a  prevailing  conceit  among  many,  that  {here  is 
no  more  requifite  to  make  a  man  a  Chriftian  tlian  mo- 
rality, or  a  blamelefs  walk  before  men.  Morality  in- 
deed is  a  very  comety  thing,  and  mofl  neceiTary  both 
to  beautify  and  preferve  huihan  focieties  \  and  there- 
fore it  is  to  be  wilhed  there  were  much  mote  of  it  i^i 
1 1  a        *      . 
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the  world  than  we  fee  there  is ;  and  every  preadcr  of 
the  gofpel  ought  ftrongly  to  recommend  the  prafike 
of  it :  But  yet  it  is  certain  that  morality  is  not  foffi- 
cient  to  make  a  maiv  a  Chriftian,  feeing  it  hath  been 
found  in  heathens,  and  thofe  that  were  ignonnt  of 
Chrifti  and  the  way  of  falvation  through  faith  in  Im 

Chriftianity  indeed  doth  enforce  morality  and  nionl 
virtues,  by  the  ftrongeft  motives  and  arguments ;  bot,jii 
the  mean  time,  it  teacheth  us  that  thefc  virtues  are  se- 
ver good  and  acceptable  to  God,  until  they  be  thefiniit 
of  the  Spirit^s  operation,  and  fpring  from  their  proper 
principles,  faith  in  Chrift,  and  love  to  him  :  They  ovft 
be  grafted  in  Chrift  as  their  root,  have  a  new  prindpk 
to  quicken  them,  and  a  new  end  to  dire£l  them,  before 
moral  virtues  can  commence  Chriftian  graces.  Unl^ 
generate  morality  will  never  pleafe  God  :  Let  men  ad* 
vance  it  never  fo  far,  yet,  till  the  heart  be  renewed,  it 
is  ftill  but  nature  at  beft  ;  and  the  fruit  is  always  fear 
that  grows  not  upon  the  root  Chrift :  It  can  never  be 
acceptable  unto  God,  while  Chrift's  ftrength  and  Spi* 
rit  is  not  fought  and  employed  in  it,  nor  his  'rightewt 
nefs  to  -cover  it.  So  that  there  is  a  ^reat  diflfarcnccbe» 
twixt  morality  and^ofpeUholjnefs. ' 

A  moral  man,  then,  though  he  profefs  himfelf  a 
Chriftian,  yet  he  really  is  not  To,  if  he  lives  not  as  one 
that  looks  for  and  receives  daily  influences  from  Chrift  i 
if  he  hath  not  Chrift  ftill  in  his  undertakings,  duties  and 
afFe£lions,  and  be  not  faying,  "  How  empty  and  Tain 
are  all  my  duties  without  Chrift  !  Yea,  though  I  covjid 
do  never  fo  much,  I  (hould  be  utterly  loft  and  undoaei 
if  it  were  not  for  Chrift  my  furety,  and  his  righteoufr 
nefs.  I  count  all  but  lefs  and  dung,  that  I  may  be 
found  in  him/' 

This  church  a  good  many  years  ago  manifefted  much 
zeal  againft  Antinomianifm,  and  dod^rines  which  leem* 
ed  to  tend  that  way  :  And  furely  it  is  incumbent  upon 
all  churches  to  watch  and  take  care,  that  the  obliga- 
tions of  Chriftians  to  holinefs  and  good  works,  and  to 
all  kind  of  duties,  both  of  the  firft  and  fecond  table, 
ihould  never  be  in  the  leaft  weakened  by  the  preachers 
^f  Ibc  gofpel,  under  the  fpccious  pretei^t  of  exalting 

free 
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free  la^race  \  feeing  free  grace  and  ftri£^  lioUnefs  do  noblf 
€€iDfift  together. 

Agaizif  on  the  other  hand,  it  (hould  equally  be  the 

c^UTcK's  concern  to  labour  to  prevent  the  fprcading  of 

i«egalifnnj  or  the  prcacl.ing^of  morality  and  the  prao 

^ce  of  duties  in  a  It'gal  (train ;  that  is,  in  a  way  tending 

to  the  negle£l  of  Chrift  and  his  rightcoufncfs,  or  to  the 

tiifparagement  of  the  dcclrine  of  free  graqe.     It  was 

the  flagrant  reports  of  the  abounding  of  that  fort  df 

floral  preaching,  efpecially  among  younger  clergymen. 

Chat  occaHoned  the  bringing  in  an  overture  to  the  Ge« 

jreral  Ailembly  1726)  for,  an  ad  to  difcourage  the  fame,  ~ 

and  to  dired:  to  the  right  method  of  preaching  Chrift, 

and  how  to  preach  morality  in  an  evangelical  ftrahi« 

But,  though  endeavours  were  ufed  by  feverals  to  get 

*   this  overture  turned  into  an  aft,  it  was  hindered  fof 

fome  leading  men,  left  it  (hould  refle£l  upon  the  cha* 

> .  xaf^ers  of  fome  preachers  to  whom  they  had  refpBd  z 

lb   that  an  a£t  of  this  kind  coulci  never  be  got  brought 

to  a  bearing  until  the  AiTembly  1736 :    And  then  tho& 

who  were  moft  zealous  to  promote  the  ad,  in  order  to 

{jet  it  the  more  unanimoufly  agreed*  to,  were  fain  to 

drop  out  of  its  preamble  the  true  caufe  of  making  it, 

namely 9  the  abounding  of  legal  preaching,  in  the  land^ 

Dr  of  a  wrong  ilrain  of  preaching  the  gofpeh     Bu^ 

notwithilanding  of  this,  the  a£t  itfelf  is  of  excellent 

life,  if  duly  regarded  and  put  in  execution  j  and  with- 

out  this  the  beft  afts  i^ the, world  fignify  nothings     O 

that  I  could  perfuade  all  minifters  and  preachers  of  the 

gqf((pel  to  confider  and  obferve  the  forefaid  a£t !  \t  would 

lurcly  fare  the  better,  both  with  thcmfelves  and  their 

heaters:  And,  if  no  more  may  be  done  for  that  pur* 

pofe,  let  me  at  leaft  ufe  fome  ifleansrto  get  the  a£t  made 

luAown  to  them,  by*tranfcribing  it  in  this  place- 

VII.  Act  concerning  Preaching* 

Edinhurgh^  May  21.  1736.  Sejf.  8. 

"  The  General  Affembly,  being  nK>ved  with  zeal 
for  ^e  honour  of  God  and  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  c-^ 
ffccially  at  a  time  when  the  Chriftian  revelation  \b 

,  openly 
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•penlf  fmpughccli  and  infidelity^  detfmy  ahd  otkre^ 
rors  do  fo  much  prevail :   They  da  hereby  recommend 
\o  all  minifters  ihd  pre<f ch^rs,  feriduffy  to  confider  and 
ebf^rve   the  direOory  of  this  church  conccmirig  Ae 
preaching  of  the  wordy  which  Is  approven  by  the  Ge- 
neral Aflfembly  1645  •  ^^'^*  ^"  particulars  that  ihc^kc 
careful  to  wsurn  their  hearers  againd  any  thing  teodiaf 
to  Afheifntt   Dcifm,    Arbrnfm,    Socinianifip^  hxt^ 
iiianifrh,  Bourignianifm^    Popery,  Superftition,  A»tt» 
nomlanifm,  or  any  other  errors^      An<l  that^  in  dxir 
feritions,  they  iafift  frequently   oport   the  truth,  ne* 
ccflky  and  excellency  of  fupernatural  retelalion,  tl« 
fiipreme  Deity  of  the  Soti  and  Holy  Ghoft,  as  «dl 
a»  d£  the  Father ;    together  with  the  Oncneft  of  it 
Godheady  our  finfol  and  loft  eftate  by  nature,  the  vb^ 
celTity  of  fupernatural  grace,  and  of  faith  in  the  rigb" 
feeoufnefs   of    Chrift»  without  l^hich  the  beft  wb 
eanndt  pKsaik  God  :    And  that  they  make  it  the  pal 
fcop<  of  their  fermonsi  to  lead .  fihn^  from  a  cof^ 
»ant  of  works  to  a  covenant  of  grace  for  life  and  6t 
«ati(»n^  ajid  from  fin  and  felf  to  precious  Cbrifti    hk 
tjie  General  Aflembly  recommends  to  all  trfio  preadi 
iac  goipel^  whci>.  they  handle  Ihedodrines  of  God'?I^ 
deeming  loie,  and  of  his  free  grace  in  the  jUftificaiioB 
and  ialvation  of  finners,  the  bleflkigs  df  the  Redceiecf'' 
purchafet  ^^  privileged  of  the  hew  and  better  cof^ 
n^nt,  to  ftody  to  manage  thefe  fub}e£ts,  fb  as  ta  kdi 
their  hearers  unto  an  abhorrei^  of  fin^th^  h)Veof  God 
and  our  neighbours^  and  the  pra£tice  of  univerfal  hdi^ 
ae£s ;  feeing  it  is  one  gt-eat  endof  thegofpel^todefttf 
the  works  of  the  deVil,  and  to  teach  men  to  lire  i^* 
)y»  righteoufly  and  godlv  in  this  prcfetit  ^rtrorld*    Up^ 
which  account,  it  is  incumbent  on  all  who  preach  the 
gofpel,  to  infill  not  only  upon  the  ifeceffity  and  excd- 
kncy  of  faith  in  Jcfus  Chrift  for  falvation,  but  alfo  «!>• 
en  the  oeceflity  of  repentance  for  fiii^  and  ^formatios 
from  it  \  and  to  prefs  the  prance  of  all  moral  doties» 
both  with  refpeft  to  the  firft*and  fecond  tti>le  of  the 
law,  as  indifpenfibly  neceflary^  in  obedience  to  God's 
command,  to  teftifyonr  gratitude  to  him,  to  evidence 
the  fincerity  of  our  faith,  and  f^r  the  benefit  of  i^ 

flUft 
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fockty,  die  adorning  the  profcllion  of  t'^ligioti,  and 
Vftalcing  us  meet  for  eternal  life^  feeing  without  holinofs 
mo  m.an  can  fee  the  LokL 

**    And  the  Aflembly  do  fierioufly  reconunend  to  att 
^ninifters  and  preachers  of  the  gof^el,  that  in  prefling 
inaoraldtities,  or  obedience  to  the  law,  they  ihew  the|na«- 
^nre  and  excellency  of  gofpei-iiolins&y  and  enforce  coii« 
fbrmity  to  ^he  moral  law,  both  in  heart  and  iifp,  not 
Vrom  principles  of  reafon  only,  btzt  aUq  and  more  efpe- 
'cially  of  revelation.     And,  in  order  to  attain  thereto* 
;    it   is  neceflary  to  fhew  men  the  corruption  and  depra^ 
^fitj  of  human  nature  by  their  falhin  Adam,  and  ti\eir 
natural  impotence  for,  and  averfion  to,  what  is  fpiritital* 
i^  ly  good,  and  to  lead  them  to  the  true  and  only  fource 
p.  of  all  grace  and  holinefs,  viz  union  with  Chrift,*by  the 
1^:  liply  Spirit's  working  faith  in  us,  and  renewing  us  more 
k  «nd  more  after  the  image  of  Qod :  And  to  let  tlieir 
t  liearcrs  know,  that  they  muft  firft  be  grafted  into  Chrift 
!•  «9  their  root,  before  their  fruit  can  be  favoury  untc^ 
^'  Qod  I  that  they  muft  have  a  new  principle  to  animat<|i, 
amd  a  ne^  end  to  dire£^  them,  before  their  a^lions  be« 
come  gracious  and  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God :  An4 
tiiat  they  teach  them  the  necef&ty  of  living  by  faith  on 
the  Son  of  God,  in  a  conftant  looking  to  find  depefid* 
^     ance  upon  him  as  the  great  Authoi:  or  all  gracious  in«- 
ittent^es,  for  the  performance  of  every  duty :  Antf  witli- 
al,  that  after  their  beft  performances  and  attainments, 
they  muft  count  them  but  lofs  and  dung  in  point  of 
jttftification  before  Gpd)  and  to  make  it  their  great  de* 
fire  only  to  be  found  in  Chrift  and  his  Tighleoufncfs. 
And  that  ;ninifters,  iii  the  application  of  their  fef  mons, 
do  endeavour  rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  nruth,  fpe^k- 
tng  diftindly  to  fuch  various  cafes  of  the  oon^erted  aad 
ttaconverteJ,  as  arife  natively  from  the  fubjects  they  have 
been  handling ;  and  that,  in  the  whale  of  their  difcourfes, 
they  take  care  to  fuit  themfeives  to  the  capacity  of  their 
kearers,  as  to  matter,  method,  and  expreifian ;  and  to 
die  prevailing  (ins  of  the  time  and  place,  with  all  pru- 
dent and  zealous^eedom  and  plainnefs ;  As  alfo,  that 
diey  make  goTpmiibjects  their  mam  themo  and  ftudy, 
^(i  prefs  with  ail  earnel^tffs  the  practice  of  moral  du- 
ties 
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ties  in  a  gofpcl  manner :  And  that  they  forfaeat  JcS» 
vertng  any  thing  in  public,  that  may  tend  more  to> 
mufcment  than  ediGcation ;  and  beware  of  bnog|D| 
into  their  fcnnons  and  public  difcouifest  matten  at 
doubtful  difputationy  which  tend  to  gender  ftrifendiff 
than  to  promote  the  edification  of  ChrilUans.  And 
the  Aflembly  exhort  all  to  ftudy  to  maintain  the  ooii; of 
the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  ' 

"  And,  finally,  the  GeneralAffembly  recommends  t9 
all  profeflbrs  of  divinity,  to  ufe  their  beft  endeavoaistt 
have  the  (tudents  under  their  care  well  acquainted wii 
the  true  method  of  preaching  the  gpfpel,  as  above  fr 
re£ted  :  And  that  prcfbyterics,  at  their  privy  ccnliiffs, 
enquire  concerning  die  obfervation  of  this  a&/' 

Now,  blcfTed  be  the  Lord  that  there  is  fuch  a  poblk 

a£l  in  record,  as  a  (landing  witnefs  for  Chrift  ind* 

midil  of  all  our  backilidings  and  defe£Uon6  !  Maj  Go^ 

put  it  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  preach  the  gofpel  amooi 

us,  to  obferve  the  dire£lions  of  it ;  that  the  fcope  io^ 

tendency  of  their  fermons  may  ftill  be  to  exalt  ChrS, 

and  raife  him  above  all  in  the  bufinefs  of  our  falvatioot 

to  prefs  the  dodrine  of  regeneration  and  die  new  birth  i 

to  preach  up  juftification  by  Chrift's  rightcoufaefi  *• 

lone,  apprehended  by  faith,  and  the  neceffity  of  tbe  is* 

ward  operations  of  the  holy  Spirit,  which  Chrilt  hath 

purchafed  and  promifed  for  working  that  faith  ia  ^ 

and  for  bringing  about  the  gracious  change  of  the  oew 

birth,  and  carrying  on  a  work  of  fanftification  io  "^h 

and  for  enabling  us  to  live  the  fpiritual  life  !  This  bcwg 

the  fc^pc  of  the  a£l,  happy  were  it  for  the  land  if  i^ 

were  aifo  the  main  fcope  of  our  fermons.    But,  after 

all,  if  profeffors  of  divinity  do  not  their  part  in  train- 

'  ing  up  (ludciits  according  to  it,  and  if  prefbytcrics  da 

not  theirs  in  calling  to  account  thofe  who  ^o  not  ob« 

ferve  the.  ad,  the  church  will  not  reap  much  benefit  by 

it,  as  I  fear  (be  hath  not  yet  done :  For,  if  (be  had, 

•*  what  mcaneth  the  bleating  of  the  fheep,**  and  "  tliC 

lowing  of  the  oxen,'*  which  wc  ftill  hear  r  What  means 

the  murmuring  of  fcrious  Chriftian^fcom  fevcral  cor* 

ners,  for  want  of  the  propeijijod  of  their  fouls  ?  W** 

^T  xneas 
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mean  the  continued  complaints  of  the  growdi'of  Deifm 
and  infidelity  throu^  the  land  ?  It  is  a  juft  ob&rve,  That^ 
when  moral  preaching  in  a  t^hriftlefs  way  doth  much 
abound,  it  makes  way  for  the.increafe  of  Deifm  and  infi* 
delity  :  For  when  perfons  do  long  hear  moral  ferifnons^ 
and  littlp  of  Chrift  in  them,  or  the  peculiar  doArines 
of  Chriftianity,  they  are  tempted  to  think  there  is  but 
little  difference  between  them  and  fhe  difcourfes  of  Se- 
neca and  other  heathen  moralifts ;  and  therefore,  that 
tiiey  may  be  fafe  enough^  and  win  to  heaven,  without 
€3iriftianity  at  all,  and  that  every  moral  man  b  a  good 
enough  Chriilian. 

Oh  I  this  is  a  fundamental  defedion,  of  moft  heinous 

guilt ;    it  is  a  God-provoking  and  unchurching  evil^ 

which  all  the  minifters  and  lovers  of  Chrift  (hould  be 

!  deeply  concerned  about :  For  if  we  fuffer  ourfelves  and 

I  others  to  fail  from  our  regard'and  love  to  glorious  Chrift, 

f  aegleA  to  exalt  him  in  our  fermons,  and  to  preach  faU 

\  vation  to  men  only  through  Chrift's  furetifliip  and  facri* 

[  fice»  and  to  tell  the  world,  and  inculcate  it  daily  u^ 

I   pon  rhem,  that  this,  and  this  only,  is  the  way  for  them  to 

I    obtain  pardon,  peace,  grace,  glory,  and  ever y  good  thing  ; 

i    Ifay,  if  we  turn  carelcfs  and  negligent  in  wlut  fo  near* 

'    ly  concerns  Chrift's  glory,  and  our  own  office  as  Chri- 

'    nian. preachers,  may  he  not  juftly  plead  a  controverfy 

widi  our  church,  fmite  us  with  the  moft  awful  judg« 

ments,  fuffer  a  flood  of  infidelity,  error  and  proiani  y 

to  invade  us,  withdraw  his  fpirit  from  ordinances  and 

iodicatories,  infatuate  our  counfcls  anH  condu£l,  mingle 

a  pervcrfe  fpirit  in  the  midft  of  us,  and  gi^e  us  up  to  die 

moft  unnatural  divifions  and  mournful  breaches  among 

ourfelves  i  Ah,  how  much  is  this  the  cafe  with  us  at 

this  day  !    And  no  wonder,'  feeing  Chrift's  glory  is  fo 

little  minded,  notwithftandine  of  the  forefaid  excellent 

ad  of  Affembly,  and  many'otber  good  ads,  that  are  fad- 

ly  neglected  this  day  by  minifters  and  preachers  among 

us.    And  how  can  we  exped  that  any  individual  man 

Ihoald  pay  regard  to  them,  and  particularly  to  the  7th 

^  of.  Afifembly  1736,  concerning  preaching,  when  he 

fcei  whole  judicatories  pay  no  refpe£t  to  the  14th  a£t  of 

^t  affembly  againft  innturions,  noi  to  the  loth  aft  of 

Vol.  !•         •  V  u  Affcmbl/ 
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AiTembly  i7Ta)axvd  the  9th  adipf  Afle«Uyi7i!;,t»* 
cerning  the  vifarpatidn  of  patrofnge  upon  the  dnRk, 
and  her  right  of  caRing  iier  OTvn  muiiften ;  triMchiSi 
are  conform  to  other  arncknt  afts  of  this  dharok,  aidto 
our  reformation-priiici{}le«  declned  in  /kondhAofDif^ 
ci^iifte  (fie  chap.  3.  P^r.  4.  and  5.  d)ti^  12. /r.  9. 
and  10./  and  which  are  •f worn  to  in  onr  naimi  » 
vtnant^  amd  ratifieii  by  many  aifis  both  of  diaidi  vk, 
ftate. 

Now,  bow  ftrangi  and  furpriring  U  it,  to  fee  lMAd^ 
Itberately  •going  contrary  (0  thefe  excellem  a£h  and  deck 
of  the  churcl\y  both  ancient  and  modern^  (wUch  artiRl 
founded  upon  the  word  of  God  and  found  leafdh)  \i\ 
drawing  on  the  ydke  of  patronage  npon  the  church  iridi* 
out  neccAtyi  voluntarily  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  p^ 
trons  in  their  fpiritual  tyranny,  and  ehcosraging  oea 
in  that  vile  chttrch-breakvng  and  foal-deftroyingpradioe 
of  acctpfitig  prtpffttati^nsy  (which  no  law  doth  rcqiwc) 
and  adhering  to  them  in  oppofition  to  this  peoplt'i 
choice  ?  And  yet  this  way  if  continoedy  even  atteroo^ 
viAion^  by  long  dear-bottght  experience}  of  thepcni*  I 
cioQs  cffe^s  t/i  it.  I  well  remember  the  ciaie  <yai  t  1 
is  not  above  twenty  years  ago)  when  it  wis  thought  i» 
be  the  univerfaA  ojpinion,  that  accepting lof^refias^booi 
was  tnconiiftent  with  Prefbyterian  'principlesi  and  dit 
nghts  and  rules  of  this  church,  which  we  are  fioleninlj 
engaged  to  maintain  by  our  Fermuia  1711,  and  od!C^ 
wife :  At  that  time,  prefintation-buniers  among  Prt(- 
byterians  would  have  appeared  as  monfters,  and  their 
focicty  frightful ;  but  now,  alas  !  ch^  are  i>ecoine  tane 
and  familiar  creaftores  to  us.  It  is  diis  woful  ptafiicei 
together  ^ith  the  itch  of  plealmg  great  men,  that  badi 
of  late  been  the  great  fnare'to  draw  in  judtcatones  to  go 
crofb  to  our  declared  principles  maintained  in  this  dmrch 
evcrfince  the  Reformation,  (which  we  fhoifldd  have  5nn* 
ly  cleft?ed  to,  and  never  declined  from  in  any  cafe)  i>y 
making  iniruftons  and  v'toient  ftttUments  m  Chsfiftiaa 
congregations,  to  the  ruin,  alas!  of  the  ^glorious  gof' 
plej,  and  of  precious  fouls  therein  :  And  upon  Aat  ao 
count  alone,  tho*  we  had  no  a£is  nor  declared  pcinciplts 
againft  intrufions,  it  is  aftcfirifliing  to  tlunkliov  any 
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■■»«  tlisut  k^th'the  glpcy  of  his  mafter  as^  the  faviog 

ojISicmls  at  hea^l,  (hc)4d  ever  coojcut  in  a  violent Tettie- 

m€9t  ihs^fr  is  maoiredlj.deftiujflLVC  to  bplb.    Tha^t  is  aa 

a^f  1^  dice^ning  to  minifters,  Jer.  xxiii.  "  Wo  be  un« 

to  tkic  paftors  tlut  de(lsx>f  ai^i  fc2^ter  the  fheep  of  my 

Q|»Cli^^2  faitbtheLo«d  :''  Aodyct,  notwithfiandingj  we 

vt^  naany,  who  ga  ujoder  the  ckarafles  oif  wife  men^ 

ftiH  pei;^^ig  ia  th^  milerabie  in£ataajtk>n  ^nd  drftruc^' 

^«e    c^Miiie»  dmiog  m^ltitiides  of  b^artj  friends  and 

feviaus  .ChnftifUU'  out  of  the  cburch>  and  never  gaihing^ 

any  to  it  of  thofe  they  vD^end  to  gcatify  v  yet  ading  as 

^  1^  tl^y  were  joined  in  confplracy  againft  the  Ccunmo^is 

^i  Seo^laiikdy  and  were  carrying  on  a  plot  to  ftcengthen 

-  I^e  ^c«£GKxn  IVont  the  church.  But  let  tne  tell  thefe  wsie, 

I   Wetlyfe'o,  if  ottv  coovemi^ns  and  parliament^ad  paid  fo 

i*  Ti^tAc  regard  to  the  in^liaations  t>f  the  people'of  Scotland)! 

|:-  ^  oiir  judicatori/ca  do  now,  we  would  not  ha^e  bad  thefe 

i^*  $ouit«  at  this  day  to  (it  in.    J  (hall  not  inCft  hereupon 

\  jj^  metaBicholy  (uhjc£l^  having  faid  fo  much  on  it  (ufe-> 

\   '^ri^re :  Otvly  let  me  add  (his  woidi  if  leading  men  go 

^'    9Si  in  thefe  nethods,,  though  they  may  enjay  their  eale, 

['    power  and  preferment^  for  a  while )  yet  \ipon  (heir 

I    gRLve-ftoae  tt  is  to9  likely  it  may  be  written,  <*  Here 

Lj  the  n>en,  wha  did  deftxoy  the  moil  beautiful  national 

cxvch  s^nd  conftitutipQ  that  was  in  the  world." 

But,  alas  !  we  hav«  caiiEe  not  only  to  lament  our  de- 
parting from  rcformation-princk>leSj  and  weakening  the 
eftahliOunenty  but  alfo*  Qiameful  defe£ti«n  from  vital 
an()|  praflical  religion.  The  power  of  godiinefs  is  at  a 
very  low  ebb  among  us>  and  little  of  God'S  fpirit  is  to 
he  found  in  our  adnviniftratlons :  God  .is  angry,  and 
tt^eatens  to  cail  us  off.  Ah  !  great  ground  have  we 
to  bewail  our  mournful  cafe,  and  cry  with  the  prophet, 
•iigd^r  tlie  fearful  tokens  of  God's  auger,  Jer.  xiv.  Lam. 
V.  "  Haft  thou  utterly  rejeftcd  Judah  {  Hath  thy  foul 
bathed  Zion  i  Why  haft  thou  fmitten  us,  and  there  is 
no  healing  for  us  ?'  We  looked  for  peace^  and  there  is  no 
good  ^  and  for  the  tim^  of  healing,  and  behold  trouble.  . 
We  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  our  wickednefs,  and  the 
iliiquity  of  our  fathers  :  '  For  we  have  fitmed  again  (I 
t)iee.  Oo  not  abhor  us,  for  thy  name's  fiike  \  do  not 
\3  \i  -2,  '  iifgraqc 
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difgrace  the  throne  of  thy  glory :  Rememberi  bvbt 
not  thy-  covenant  with  us.  The  anger  of  the  Lord  latk 
divided  us.  The  crown  hath  fallen  from  our  head: 
Wo  unto  us  that  we  have  (inned.  '  Wherefore  dofttimi 
forget  us  for  ever,  forfake  us  fo  long  time  ?  Tun  dm 
us  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  and  we  flialPbe  turned :  Rcoev 
our  days  as  of  old."  There  are  many  other  paflagesifi 
Jeremiah's  writings  very  fuitable  to  our  prefent  cafe} 
fuch  as  Jer.  xir  lo.  ii.  "  Maiiy  paftors  have  deftroyed 
my  vineyard,  they  have  trodden  my  portion  under  footi 
they  have  made  my  pleafant  portion  a  defolate  wiUer* 
nefs.  They  have  made-it  defolate,  and,  b^ing  d^fcbie,  • 
it  mourncth  unto  me.**  Well,  what  canthcfonisf 
Zion  do  for  their  mother  in  fuch  diftrefs  t  They  mil 
even  bring4er  cafe  to  th(  phyfician  of  Ifrael,  when  it 
is  wholly  defperate  and  incurable  as  to  human  helpi  aad 
cry,  as  in  Pfal.  Ix.  2;  "  O  God,  giv©  us  help  fioii 
trouble  ;  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man."  Let  us&llin 
with  Chrift's  call  to  the  man  with  the  lunatic  cfaUi 
whom  his  difciples  could  not  cure,  Matt,  xvil  6fii{ 
him. hither  to  me,  faith  our  Lord.  Let  us  bring  tk 
cafe  to  Chrift,  when  it  is  defperate  and  incurable  by  al 
others.  The  church's  extremity  is  Chrift's  oppoitno* 
ty  :  He  can  help  her,  even  then  when  all  her  frieods 
are  going  with^their  hands  on  their  loins  in  thegreattll 
angujih  and  trouble ;  according  to  that  word,  Jer.xxs* 
6.  7.  **  wherefore  do  I  fee  every  man  with  hishandsca 
his  loins,  as  a  woman  in  travel,  and  aU  faces  are  turn- 
ed into  pajenefs?  Alas!  for  that  day  is  great,  fotfaat 
none  is  like  it ;  it  is  even  the  time  of  Jacob*s  trouW^' 
Yet  even  their,  when  Jacob's  trouble  comes  to  that  ex- 
tremity that  none  can  match  it,  the  Lord  pitiea  and 
adds  that  i^ord,  "  But  he  (hall  be  faved  out  of  it."  A 
matchlefs  trouble  cannot  nonplus  his  faving  ikill  Nov,' 
how  doth  he  fave  Jacob  out  of  fuch  extremities  ?  Net  by 
human  might  or  power,  but  by  his  c^wn  fpirit,  Zect 
iv.  6.  O  that  God  would  help  all  Zion's  friends  plead- 
ing with  him  for  an  out- pouring  of  his  fpirit  upon  mi- 
nillers,  preachers,  ftiidents,  ^nd  all  ranks,  for  faving 
his  covenanted  lafid  out  of  extreme  diftrefs,  and  refin- 
ing primitive  Chriftianity  among  us !  Tbis>  and  nothing 
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fMt^  "^IVL  do  it.    O  that  he  would  (peak  fuch  a  com*- 

fffftable  ^rord  to  Scotland,  as  that  he  faid  to  the  Jews 

wheii'their  ftate  was  lo\(r,Hag»  ii*  5.  <<  According  to  the 

votd  that  I  covenanted  with  you  when  ye  came  out  of 

£gypt,  fo  my  Spirit  remaineth  among  you  :'*    Fear  .yc# 

not  !   He  hath  remembered  his  covenant  with  Scotland 

in  fermer  times,  and  furprifed  our  fathers  with  gracious 

cfiufions  of  his  Spirit :    Let  us  fteadily  loc^  up  to  him» 

'   *who  hath  ftili  bowels  of  pity,  and  can  help  us  as  well 

'   as  others  in  diftrefs. 

^  We  have  heard  of  the  wonderful  goodnefs  of  the 
^  Lord  of  late,  in  pitying  other  nations  and  countries, 
when  under  great  darkncfs,  deadnefs  and  diftrefs,  by 
fending  dpwb  his  Spirit  to  revive  his  work  among  them 
!  in  am  extraordinary  manner^  which  may  be  ground,  of 
?  hope  to  others.  How  glorious  was  the  appearance  of 
i  bis  fovereign  grace  about  eight  or  nine  years  ago  in 
\  Saltzburg  in  Germanyi  in  determining  al>out  twenty 
^  ^thoufand  of  the  inhabitaflts  to  embrace  the  reformed 
I  ^leligton^  merely  by  reading  of  the  bible ;  yea,  and  to 
f '  iiecome  fo  zealous  for  it,  as  to  be  willing  to  forfake 
houfes^  lands,  temporal  goods,  and  relations,  and  all  • 
^y  had  in  the  worlds  that  they  might  enjoy  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpeh 

How  marveloufly  did  he  difplay  the  riches  of  his  grace^ 
and  the  work  of  his  Spirit,  in*the  wonderful  conver* 
fions  of  great  numbers  in  Northampton,  and  other  partt 
of  New  England,  by  the  miuiftry  of  Mr  Jonathan  Ed* 
\  wards,  and  others  in  that  country,  about  five  or  fix  years 
ago,  of  which  we  nad  a  well  attefted  narrative  publi(h- 
ed  among  us  ?       *    * 

Nay,  within  thefe  two  years  we  have  moft  furpriGng 
accounts  of  the  goings  of  our  God,  and  the  e£Fu(ions 
oihis  Spirit  on  feveral  places  of  Old  England  and  Wales, 
f  our  neighbouring  countries,  where,  by  the  miniftry  of 
I  Mr  George  Whitefield,  Mr  John  Wcfley,  and  others 
i  (who  infill  mainly  on  the  doifirlne  of  tthe  new  Sirth, 
[        and  juftifieation  by  faith  in  Chrift)  great  numbers,  even  . 

of  the  moft  profligate,'  are  convinced  and  pricked  in 
f  4cir  hearts,  and  brought  to  cry  out,  "  What  fhall  we 
f  .  da 
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^e  to  be  faved  ?"   WLkh  extraoidinaf  f  voik  I  ka  Ik 
doth  ftill  continue  in  divers  places  of  EoglaiuL  li 

And  this  very  fan^  year  we  have  the  Ulse  acetooH  lli 
from  Georgia,  New-Jerfey»  Penfilvanta^  Ncv-Toik}  Ik 
*and  other  of  the  £n|;li{b  plantations  ki  America,  hf  lii 
the  mxniftry  of  Mr  Whitfield  and  others,  likew^,  w 
we  have  very  ftr^nge  accounts  of  the  fuccefs  oi  tk  It 
goipel  in  many  di&rent  parts  of  the  worldy  ercnat&oog  mk 
^e  heathens,  by  Count.Zinzendorf,  bifliop  of  tbe  M(>  w 
lavian  church,  and  his  miillonaries.  It 

Verily  ihefe  good  news  which  we  now  hear,  of  Gofi  ^t 
(lorioua  appearances  in  the  gcfpel^  do  look  as  if  Goi 
was  about  to  accampliih  his  promifes  to  his  dutrch  is 
the  later  days,  ''  When  the  whole  earth  Audi  be  fii 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord.*"  O  how  lefrefliiog*! 
the  remoteft  dawnings  of  the  glory  of  thcfe  days ! 

Alio,,  they  ferve  to  teach  us  bow  eafy  it  isfoiGsdli 
rife  up,  when  he  ples^feth,  for  the  revival  of  hk  wot 
in  decayed  churches,  when  their  cafe  feems  lo  be  mr 
hopelcfs^  How  eafy  is  it  for  him  to  raife  up  \s&nMtxA 
to  preach  his  gofpel  with  &ch  life  aikd  powei^  asto» 
waken  whole  towns  and  countries  of  fleepy  inocrs  tt^ 
'  ^hev  to  hearken  to  the  gofpel-call  ?  He  can  naket 
'  Bation  to  be  born  at  once ;  which  (houU  eocoiira^  9 
ti^  wait  on  him  flilL  And  now  when  our  Ueicd  I^rrd 
18  graciotifly  pleafed  tolnount  his  white  hof&i  as  ting 
«f  Zk>n,  and  make  his  circuit  in  our  countries,  a>  f^ 
,  (iich  evidences  of  his  glorious  power,  and  fend  (lo*> 
pleafant  ihowers  of  his  grace  amoi^  them,  and  ^^ 
many  to  bow  down  at  his  feet ;  May  we  not  hope  tktt 
he  hath  a  great  work  on  the  Wheels,  and  is  on  n^ 
march  to  go  through  his  church  in  a  coaquefing  ^^' 
ner,  to  confound  deifts  and  infidel^  tad  quell  t&  ^ 
ing  boldnc&  of  his  adverfaries  ?  And,  in  that  dt^wa^ 
not  Scotland  lodk  for  a  vifit  from  him  anwxig  the  xcn, 
and  even  plead  that  ancient  kindneis  may  revive  tovarss 
it  ?  May  we  not  draw  hope  from  the  fccondl^a^^ 
other  £crtptttve*paflages,  v^re  God  promitethto  '^gi^ 
his  fen  the  unermoft  parts  of  the  earth  for  a  poftfioni 
and  that  the  ifles  (hall  fee  his  Calvation,  and  wait  fotl^ 
.law^"  among  which  places  Scotfand  certainly  is  ?  ^*7 
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ndMns^  It  be « land  that  ts  tittle  and  ddpiied  ztmng 

^Ke  naMiions,  yet  he,  M^hofe  thoughts  are  not  like  cnon'^ 

tKoQghtft,  hath  ihe^ed  a  diftinguiihing  refped  to  it«  by 

Ids  easiy  fending  the  gofpel  to  ki  and,  when  nvtriftieal 

^ith  ^ailtnefe,  promoting  reformation  in  it  againft  both 

the  ^<yvFer  of  the  mighty,  and  ciMulfefe  of  the  crafty « 

«iav,  ^advancing  reformatibn  fo  far,  and  makang  go%eU 

ligfit  fo  clear  and  powerful  in  it,  by  the  3»markaUe 

^fte^vt^A-pouring  of  his  Spirit,  that  Scotland  was  ttoticed 

¥y  divines  <]fodier  places,  and  called  PifUaiel/Ma,  a;nd 

tne  fH9rmngfiar  <$f  the  rtformation^     Nay,  he  took  Scot* 

Satid  into  covenant  wirfi  hnnfclf  in  a  peculiar  masmer^ 

'•nd  ga^e  'finguUr  tokens  of  his  prefence  -with  his  {)eo- 

•  pie  X   He  jiath  wonderfully  appeared  for  die  iotereft  ^ 

«elig^ton,  when  aknoft  funk  in  it :    He  hath  raifed  mf 

SaviouvB  ^n  our  nu>unt  Ziofi,  and  brought  about  great 

"delivieraneea  for  it  (as  for  Ifraei-bf  old)  when  grievouilj 

^bppresfied  and  l^aght  low*    And,  from<faefe  aDOtesit 

and  peculiar  proofs  of  our  Redeemer's  care,  may  we  not  .  » 

liuaib)y  hope  that  he  will  not  leave  the  land  that  ie^ma 

hkm  by  his  Father,  and  folemniy  devoted  to  him  i^  its 

inhabitam^? 

Our  decays,  and  back-flidings  ffom  God,  indeed,  are 
"very  -great,  fearful,  and  threatening ;  yet,  he  hath  fl3l 
)eft  a  inourniifig  and  praying  remnant  iai  the  land,  who 
are  fenfible  of  the  want  of  his  Spirit  and  preience  in  or- 
dinances, defire  lo  hment  after  the  Lord,  and  cry^  for 
M  the  abominations  that  are  found  iifthe  nndft  of  the 
Tity:  And  though  her  defolations  are  mournful,. the 
hreachesin  her  walls  many,  and  the  glory  of  die  head 
'is  gone  up  from  'the  cheruo  ^  yet  it  feems  ftill  to  hover 
-dM  ^MmA  otrcr  the  threfti<lld  of  the  door,  and  there  is 
a  remnant  among  us  wreftling  and  pleading  agiinft  Ins 
depart^Hre.     There  is  a  numfber  who  take  pleafure  in  our 
ZioR,  hare  a  %indne(8  for  her  ilones  and  rubbifti,  and 
ceafe  not  to  lift  up  a  prayer  for  the  <remoant  that  is  left: 
And  we  itt  gracious  pron>if6s  made  to  the  prayers  and 
tears,  wreftiings  and^hnoffings,  of  a  fmall  godly  rem- 
nant, Pfal.  xii.  5.  Pfal.  cii.  13.*<4<  !?•     Ala8,chat«his 
remnant  in  onr  land  is  fo  fadly  broken  and  divided  in 
the  way  and  manner  of  their  witncllifig  at  this  day  i  O 

that     ^ 
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that  the  meek  Jefus,  who  ruies-in  Ztofi»  would  meclei 
alUheir  hearts,  fave  from  a  fpiric  of  bittemeftiaadini 
<ianger 01]^  extremes  in  feparating  from  one  anodn! 
O  that  the  God  of  peace,  that  hath  the  comiBaQd  of 
hearts,  would  unite  his  broken  remnant  together,  giic 
them  a  Chrift-like  (pirit,  and  make  them  ooe  ftickinliii 
hand  !  It  is  no  wife  difficult  to  him  to  accompfi(h<  da 
union,  even  when  the  cafe  is  moft  faopelcf«  in  ourtfcs, 
and  inllruments  to  mediate  for  healing  breaches  are  oit 
cf  fight.  Let  us  remember  and  plead  that  pronu&yja. 
XXX.  17.  *<  For  I  will  reftore  health  unto  thee,  sod  I 
will  heal  thee  of  thy  wounds,  faith  the  Lprd^  bccade 
they  have  called  thee  an  outcaft,  faying,.  This  is  Zioa 
whom  no  man  feeketh  after."  Many  of  Gixi's  voi-  < 
thies,  now  in  glory,  have  gone  off  the  ftagcinthebcfief 
and  hopes,  that  God  would  yet  arife  and  have  aatj 
oa  his  Zion,  that  he  would  fignally  build  her  op,  tod 
appear  in  his>  glory ;  yea,  that  there  would  be  moirgk»* 
rious  goTpel-days  feen  in  Scotland,  than  either  wear ov 
fatliers  have  beheld.  Surely  thefe  confiderations  mf 
encourage  God's  remnant  in  Scotlatid,  to  wait  anduaf 
in  hope,  however  dark  and  cloudy  our  day  be  atprcust 
In  the  meantime.  Jet  us  rejoice  and  Uefs  the  LenI, 
that  he  is  pleafed  to  pour  out  his  Spirit,  make  bare  In 
holy  arm»  and  glorify  his  power  in  other  parts  of  die 
world,  yea,  and  get  himfelf  a  great  nameamongft  thofe 
that  have  not  known  him,  whatever  he  doth  with  os: 
May  his  right  htfnd,  and  holy  arm',  get  him  the  vifiory 
among  them  more  and  more^  that  we  may  hear  gofpel* 
fongs  from  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  ?^-— Ldk^ 
wife,  let  us  mourn  for  thofe  fins,  both  old  and  late, 
which  provoke  God  to  make  our  heavens  as  bra6,  vA 
to  withhold  thofe  pleafant  Ihowers  from  us  he  is  letting 
fall  upon  others  :  ^And  let  us  plead  that  Scotlaadi  which 
formerly  was  the  glory  o£  all  lands,  for  the  effunonsof 
tlie  Spirit,  may  not  now  be  paft  by  and  left  behind  sU 
others.  O  let  not  her  fleece  be  dry,  when  many  others 
have  their  fleeces  wet ;  and,  when  they  are  getting  a- 
bundance  of  rain,  may*  we  have  a  little  cloud  appearing 
like  a  man*s  hand,  .to  prognofticate  a  fliower  a  coiniag  • 
May  the  I«ord  rife  up  from  his  place^  and  come  nierci- 

fall? 
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Mly  to  decide  the  quarrel  betvlreeii  Deifts  and  us ;  and 
let  Infidehy  and  the  profane  fcofiers  of  thefc  laft  daya, 
fee,  that  the  bible  is  the  word  of  God,  and  that  the 
preaiching  of  it  is  his  inftitntion ;  that  there  is  a  fuperw 
liattiral  power  attending  it,  for  changing  mens  hearts 
as  well  as  lives !  May  be  let  the  world  fee,  it  is  not  fine 
moral  harangues,  nor  the  enticing  words  of  mens  wif<- 
dom  ;  but  the  plain  preaching  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  is 
the  oi^y  remedy  for  16ft  finners,  that  become  the  power 
of  jGod  to  the  converfibn  and  falvation  of  men  !'' 

But  feme  have  their  queftions,  *'  By  whom  (hall  Ja^ 
cob  atife  ?  Will  he  (hew  wonders  to  the  dead  ?  Shall 
theilead  arife  and  praife  him  7'*  Thefe,  indeed,  are  non^ 
ploinng  difficulties  to  us,  but  none  at  all  to  him  who 
raifeth  the  dead,  and  calleth  the  things  which  be  not,  as 
diough  they  were.    He  hadi  ftill  fpirit  and  clay  enough 
for  new  inftruments;  yea,  he  can  make  ftrangers  build 
up  lut  walls,  and  the  greateft  enemies  becQme  zealous 
for  his  glory«    And,  bowef er  unlikely  the  appearance 
of  things  may  be  at  prefent,  .both  fcriptute  and  experi- 
ence afiure  us,  that  die  time  of  God*s  peoples  extremity 
(as  I  {aid  before)  is  his  ufual  feafoa  of  appearing  for 
them  :  **  It  is  in  the  mount  that  the  Lord  wUl  be  feen  *,*' 
fo  may  the  text  be  rendoredf  Gen.  xxii.  14.    God  did 
not  appear  any  way  for  Ifaac*s  dclirerance  all  the  three 
days  journey  he  made  with  his  father,  till  he  came  to 
the  top  of  tne  mount,  and  was  juft  ready  to  be  facrifi* 
ced :  Neither  did  he  interpofe  for  the  Jews  in  Efthei^s 
time,  until  the  decree  was  paft,  and  day  fixed,  and  but 
a  hair-breadth  betwixt  them  and  ruin  \  then  God  fteps 
in,  amLpofts  aie  inftantly  dtfpatched  to  ftop  the  exe« 
cutbn.    tlius  the  Lord  ads  agreeably  to  bis  promtfe, 
Deut.  xxxii.  36.  "  For  the  Lord  ihall  judge  his  people, 
^d  lepent  himfelf  for  his  fervants^  when  he  feeth  Uiat 
their  power  is  gone,  and  there  is  none  ihut  up  or  left." 
Here,  then,  ir  food  for  fidth  and  prayer  in  the  molt 
ftraitening  times.    O  for  grace  to  pray  in  hope,  mourn 
iu  hope,  labour  in  hope,  and  wait  in  nope,  feeing  our 
dcareft  Lord  and  Sstiour  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  our  hope,- 
is  gone  up,  and  fits  at  the  helm!  O  when  (hall  the 

KKt  of  this  great  Lord  be  prefent  to  heal  us  !  Come, 
A  Jefus,  come  quickly.    Amen. 
Vol..  L  X  X  INTRO. 
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It  being  our  grcdt  bafmefs  in  the  world,  to  promote 
God's  glory  and  our. own  fatyation,  and,  in  order  tbcr^ 
to,  to  feek  acquaintance  with,  and  fecvre  an  interrft  in 
the  Lord  Jcfus  Chiift  (the  folc  wcdiatOT  betwixt  Goi 
And  men)  andalfo  to  labour  for  the  comfottaUe  per- 
fuafion  and  affixrsince  of  this  interefl  ^  it  hath  pkafei 
God,  for  our  dfTiitance  in  this  matter, gradoufly  to  pre- 
fcribe  to  us  the  ufc  of  ievend  f>utward  meaiM,  as  the 
word,  facranienti,  and  prayer,  and  M6  to  prontiie  Aie 
inward  influences  of  his  Holy  Sprric,  for  making  theft 
means  effectual  for  the  ends  forefaid,  to  fuch  3$  confd* 
entioufly  attend  them  and  ufe  them. 

The  facramcntof  the  LordV  fupper,  one  of  diefe 
means,  bein^  ihftitttted  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  a 
bright  teprefentation  and  comprnd  of  the  whole  Ckrif- 
tian  religion,  and  an  ordinance  nobly  adapted  for  car- 
rying on  the  ends  of  Gcd's  glory,  and  our  fouls  hif^ 
tion^  and  particularly  for  clearinfir  up  our  intereii  iii 
Chrift,  -and  improrin^  our  acquaintance  with  him  j  it 
highly  concerns  every  Chriftian  to  make  confcience  of 
attending  in  a  due  and  fuitable  manner. 

I  have  clft where  (how  n,  that  the  Lord's  day  is  of  di- 
vine appointment,  and  the  cel,ebration  of  the*  Lord*3 
fupper  is  the  proper  work  of  this  day,  and  one  fp^cial 
defign  of  its  firft  inilitution.  Now,  if  ordinary  fibbailtf 
do  require  great  diiigenre  and  circ  in  our  preparing  for 
them,  and  improving  of  thi  m ;  much  more  do  com- 
munion-fabbaths,  ^^hich  are  folemn  and  high  days,  and, 
in  a  fpecii'l  manner,  days  of  the  fons  of  men  ;  thete  t>«iflj 
times  wl  erem  we  make  near  approaches  unto  Gtt?, 
and  he  makes  moft  near  approaches  unto  us  j  and  fo 
may  be  called  days  of  heaven  upon  earth  j  for  they  do 

cminemlf 
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eminently  reprcfent  the  employments  and  enjoyments 
of  the  glorified  (nnts  in  heaven ;  and,  by  the  right  im*' 
provement  of  them,  we  cotrte  to  be  prepared  for  living 
amenf^ft  that  hleffid-eompany*  ft  is^  then,  our  great 
daty  apd  intereft,  carefully  to  make  ready  for  thefe  fab- 
lyaiKs  when  they  draw  nigh,  and  to  improve  every  hour 
and  minute  of  them  with  the  grsateft  diligence^  when 
^tbey  a£^ualfy  do  come. 

I  •  The  fubjcfk  of  the  Lord's  fupper  is  pretty  fully  hand- 

led  in    my  facrament^l  catechifm,  both  in  a  doctrinal 

!  and  cafuiitic  manner.     And,  feeing  it  is  neediefs  to  re- 

I  peat  what  13  there  written,  I  muft  refer  my  reader  to  it, 

;  TOT  a  more  fvll  explication  of  feveral  things  relating  to 

I  this  ordinance  than  what  is  here  to  be  expe£lcd  j  feeing 

I  mainly  defign  in  this  treadfe  to  give  prafticai  direc*^ 

tioas  for  the  right  improvement  of  communion- fabbachs. 

'  The  fubject  is  ftill  very  large  and  copious,  after  all  that 

hath  been  faid  and  written  upon  it ;  and' there  is  room 

ibr  much  more.     What  I  hens  intend  may  be  compre- 

liended  under  the  three  following  heads  : 

I.  Dircftions  how  to  prepare:  for  a  communi6n-fab<; 
bath  before  it  come. 

II.  How  to  fpend  it  when  it  is  come. 

IJL  How  to  behave  ourfelves  when  it  is  over. 
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Containiffg  Dinffhns  how  to  pripare /er  a  Commumm- 


Direct.  I.  Carefully  endeavour  and  ftudy  to  have  a  jaft 
and  right  uptaking  of  the  nature^  endsi  ^.d  uiiaof 
the  Lord's  (upper ;  and  the  work  of  <fonunniiicat- 
ing  while  at  the  Lord's  table. 

THERE  are  many  who  have  wrong  notions  of  dis 
ordinance!  do  greatly  mift.ake  the  ends  and  ^ 
figns  of  it^  and  therefore  cannot  rightly  partake  of  it: 
But,  if  we  would  be  worthy  commimicantSy  we  muftiis* 
lioufly  ponder  and  rightly  underftand  the  nature  and 
ends  of  this  folemn  inftitution  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chfiftf 
that  fo  we  may  approach  his  table  with  diftin£t  vptik^ 
ings  of  our  works  and  bufinefs  there. 

This  ordinance  was  not  inftituted  to  turn  bread  and 
wine  into  the  true  body  and  olood  of  Chrift,  for  people 
to  worihip  it ;  nor  to  facrifice  Chrift  again  to  the  Father 
to  be  a  propitUtion  for  the  (ins  of  the  quick  and  the  dead* 
as  the  Papifts  do  abfurdly  .-ffiim.  Neither  was  it  ap- 
pointed to  make  atonement  for  former  fine,  to  purchue 
a  remiflion,  and  infure  heaven  to  us  open  ^j/«,  M 
fome  ignorant  people  do  imagine.  Nor  wasttdefigned 
to  cloak  fome  wicked  pra^lices,  or  maintain  a  good  name 
among  men,  or  any  otherworldly  end,  as  hypocrites  do 
intend.  But  it  is  appointed  by  our  great  Lord  and  Sa* 
viuur,  as  a  vijihk  reprefentation  and  ammemoratm  (f  U 
death  and  fttfferings  for  his  people^  till  he  come  agak  ta 
judge  the  world.  And,  in  obedience  to  his  command, 
all  his  people  ought  to  come  to  his  table,  to  celebrate 
this  ordinance :  And,  while  partaking  of  the  outward 
fymbols  of  bxead  and  wine,  they  are  believingir  and 
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diankfoUy  to  remember  Jefus  Chfift,  and  his  dying 
lore  ;  and  alfo  to  receive  and  embrace  him,  as  tVmc- 
Viecding  high  pried,  into  the  arms  of  their  faidi,  apply 
las  benefitSi  reft  upon  his  meritSt  Ceal  a  ^wetmhfLfmA, 
Jiim,  k>ok  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  with  a 
.mourning  heart,  and  a  folemn  refolve  to  pierce  him  no 
Diore« 

This  is  a  fliort  account  of  the  nature  of  this  facr%p«. 
menty  and  of  the  works  of  communicating.     But,  in 
order  to  give  a  more  full  and  diflin£t  view  of  this  great, 
and  foUmn  ordinance,  we  may  confidcr  and  take  it  up 
tmder  thefe  fcveral  refpcfts  following : 

I.  As  a  pecuHar  Jt^n  and  dtfi'mguijbing  badge  of  the 
Chrtfiiati  church  from  the  infidel  ivorid^  and  a  vifible  to* 
ien,  that  we  profefs  and  ow.n  a  crucified  Jefus  for  our 
Rnleemer  and  Saviour,  and  that  we  depend  only  upoa 
his  death,  and  the  merit  of  fats  blood,  for  the  remiffion 
I  of  our  fins,  and  our  reconciliation  with  God. 
*  II.  As  a  lively  reprefeniation  and  memorial  of  Chrifi 
erucifiedi  and  the  ineJHmable  purchafe  of  bis  death.  This 
fftctaraent  is  a  compendious  map  of  the  gofpel^  and  a 
vifible  preaching  of  Jefus  Chrift.  The  word  preached 
holds  him  forth  to  the  ear  $  but  this  facrament  repre- 
Cents  him  to  the  eye,  and,  in  a  lively  way,  difplays  his 
redeeming  love,  his  mi/faty  aAs,  and  unparalleled  fuffer- 
ings  for  loft  finners.  This  ordinance  is  a  lafting  public 
monument  to  the  world,  of  Ox[iK%  glorious  victories 
and  triumphs,  as  the  captain  of  our  falvation ;  of  his 
vanqoifhing  death  and  hell,  his  fpoiling  principalities 
and  powers,  and  his  obtaining  p*ace  for  us*  Likewife^ 
we  are  to  look  upon  it  as  a  fure  pledge  of  Chri(t's  fecond 
combg,  and  a  tafte  of  the  new  wl^e  which  believers 
will  eternally  drink  with  him  in  his  Father's  kingdom. 

III.  As  a  special  mean  appointed  by  God  fir  our  fpiri* 
tual  advantage  /  namely  for  the  weakening  of  corrupt 
tiot),  and  th^  ftrengthening  of  grace.  The  death  of  our 
giorioas  Redeemer,  reprefr:nted  in  this  ordinance,  gives 
fach  a  difcovery  of  fin  to  the  believer  as  makes  his  foul 
to  abhor  it.  And  God  blefi^th  it  as  a  mean  to  excite 
and  quicken  the  graces  of  repentance,  faith,  love,  hope, 
jof  and  thankftilneis>  in  believers  \  by  giving  them  fomc- 

thing 
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thinfT  of  a  clearer  view  of  the  attributes  of  God,  tbaa 
tfiey  had  before  :  A^r  of  his  wifciom  in  the  contnvaoGe 
of  our  redemption  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  furetidap 
for  Qs;  of  hift  mercy,  iove,  and  compafiion,  in  fparing 
poor,  guihy,  and  hcli-defetving  finncrsj  fuch  asirc  afc; 
of-  his  jaftice  and  hoHnefs^  in  puntihiiri^  fin  in  fuch » 
manner,  yea,  rather  punifhing  it  in  liis  own  fon,  than 
fuiFcTing  it  to  po  unpunifhed  ;  of  hib  veracity  andfaidi- 
'  fulnefs,  in  accon^piifliing  the  Old  Teftainent  types  and 
prophecies,  and  confirming  the  covenant  of  grace,  vii 
the  mercies  therein  promifed,  by  tl^  death  of  Je(» 
Chrift. 

iV.  As-  a  ^reat  feajl^  wherein  Chrifi  hoiJs  camnur^ 
ewiife/iowjhif  with  his  people^  and  richly  entertains  tbes. 
This  facramtnt  is  the  fupper  of  the  great  Godt  The 
fcaft-maker  is  God  the  Father,  the  provifion  God  the 
Son,  whcfe  fleOi  is  meut  indeed,  and  Whofe  blood  Is 
drink  indeed  :  The  gucfts  are  a  company  of  poor  nS* 
worthy  Cnners,  for  whom  the  crunibs  beneath  the  table 
are  too  good  ;  ytt  to  fuch  doth  God  give  kindJywtl- 
come,  faying,  Eai ^  O  frietids  :  drinhy  Uc*  Cant.  r.  i. 
A  ftrange  feaft  I  Chrift  is  both  the  maker  and  matter 
of  ir,  the  feeder  an3  the  food,  the  giver  and  the  gifti  0 
what  noble  provilion  is  Chrift's  ffefh  and  blood  to  the 
foui !  John  vi.  55.  As  bread  and  wine  afford ftrengtb, 
comfort,  and  nouriihment  to  the  body  ;  fo  the  flclhand 
blood  of  Chrift,  received  here  by  faith,  do  ykklthe 
feme  to  the  foul.  How  great  is  the  variety  of  hcaitn- 
)y  dainties  prefented  to  U8  in  this  feaft  !  viz  Pariion  of 
iin,  reconciliation  with  God,  adoption  into  his  family} 
peace  of  confciencc,  fpiritual  ftrcngth,  itKreafe  of  grace, 
the  precious  promifes  of  the  covenant,  the  gracious  pre- 
fence  of  Chrift,  the  fmiics  of  his  cotintcnancc,  tbccoffl- 
ioxty  and  quickening  influences  of  his  fpirit.  0  what 
rare  and  delicious  diihes  are  thefe  for  a  hungry  foal ! 

0  for  appetites  for  the  full  feaft  which  Chrift  dodi  for- 
iiiih  us  in  this  wildernefsJ 

V.  Wc  ought  to  view  this  ordinance  as  the  ^t«« 
/t'uling  and  confirming  of  a  covenant  hetwixt  GodendtiJ» 

1  his  iacrament  is  one  of  the  feals  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  which  God  makes  with  betievers  in  Chnil;  and 
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liy  it  h£  gives  them  fafine  and  inffiftmcnt  of  all  the  be* 
nc&t^  of  the  covenanr,  ;4nd  of  tbe  glorious  inheritance  .  ^ 

purchaUre^'i  for  t>  em  b^  Chriih     It  was  ufual  for  people  ^ttl^ 

iu  the  caftern  countries  to  ratify  their  covenants  by  eat-  ^^^ 

ing  and  drinking  together  \  fo  did  Ifaac  and  Abimelech, 
Jacob  and  Labnn,  ^cc.  Gen    xxvi.  Gen.  xxxt.  a  Sam« 
lit.     This  facramcnt  is  a  covenanting  fcaft,  wherein  a 
bargain  it  foie.nniy  ratified  and  fealed  betwixt  God  and 
us.     Gads  exhibiting  the  clement?  to  as,  is  a  feal  of 
'  the  ccnrenant,  on  God's  part,  that  he  wiH  be  our  Gocf, 
mud   doth  freely  jjjive  us  his  Son  with,  all  his  purchifc, 
and  will  fulfil  all  his  promifes  to  us  in  him  :  Our  takinj^ 
the  elements,  is  a  feal,  on  our  part,  of  our  accepting  of 
Jcfus  Chrift  upon  the  terms  of  grace,  our  engaging  to 
be  his  pcop'c,  anji  that  we  will,  in  his  fttengih,  perform 
aU  the  duties  required  of  U9.     Here  Chrift  gives  us  his 
body  and  blood  to  fave  us,  and  here  we  give  our  fouls 
aud  bodies  to  ferve  him. 

Vl-,As  ^  foiemn  military  9ath^  nohcrehy 'we  bind  our-- 
fdves  to  be  true  and  faithful  foidiers  to  Jcfus  Chri/}^  tur 
Qiiptain  and  General  in  the  fpiritual  warfare.     For  the 
word  facrament,  accorcUn^  to  irs  ancient  ufe  among  the 
Romans,   (6ro  iv  whom  it  is  borrowed)  doth  import  fo 
much.     Let  no  communicants  then  confider  what  they 
do  at  the  Lord's  tabic.     You  do  moft  publicly,  before 
men  and  angels,  fwear  allegiance  to  the  King  of  heaven, 
over  the  broken   body  and  {krd  blood  of  the  Son  of 
God.     Now,  if  the  duft  of  Chrift's  minifters  feet  will 
be  a  Witncfs  againft  the  flighters  of  his  gofpel,  and  cry 
for  vengeance  on  thdn ;  fur?ly  Chrift's  body  and  blood 
will  be  a  more  terribic  witncfs  againft  perfidious  commu- 
nicants*    Nay,  the  oath  you  here  fwxiar  is  not  an  ordi- 
nary one,   but  an  <^th  attended  with  folemn  impreca- 
tions.    When  ye  tranfaft  with  God  in  this  facramenr, 
you  do  on  die  matter  fay,  "If  we  be  in  league  with 
iia  aud  fat«m>  while  we  are  profcffing  to  give  ourfelves 
away  totlie  Lord  j  then  kt  tnat  wrath,  whi  h  Chrift  ' 
fuiTcrcid,  fall  upon  us':   And  as  certainly  a9  we  crumble 
the  facramcntal  oread  betwixt  our  teeth,  let  the  mil!- 
ftons  of  God's  wrath  grinti  us  to  povvder :  And  as  we 
<liink  the  facramemal  cup  here,  fo  let  us  drink  the  cup 

of 
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of  Go4's  unmixed  wrath  eternally^  if  wc  deal  falfiy  vitk 
God  in  his  coTcnanu"  And  thu$  we  fee  how  mnwor- 
thy  communicants  and  diflemblers  with  God,  do  **  ett 
and  drlnkjudgment  to  themfelveti''  with  a  witaeif. 

VII.  We  (hould  take  up  this  (acramcnt,  not  eaif  as 
a  feaft  of  love  betwixt  Chrifl;  and  believers,  bat  aSib  ai 
a  bond  of  mutual  love  and  unity  among  believera  tins* 
felvcs.  As  this  feaft  of  love  is  a  remembrance  of  liie 
greateft  love  that  ever  was  maniftftcd,  viz.  of  Chrift'i 
dying  love  to  finners ;  fo  it  is  an  excellent  mean  for 
procuring  and  advancing  unity  and  love  amoif  ik 
faints  and  fervants  of  God*  It  is  a  mean^  not  oalf  o( 
uniting  believers  more  firmly  to  Chrift  their  head^  bet 
alfo  of  uniting  and  endearing  the  memben  of  his  oy^ 
tical  body  to  one  another. 

Let  us  view  the  Lord's  fupper  in  the  fore&id  feves 
refpe£ls,  that  we  may  fee  what  a  mighty  ordinance  k 
IS,  and  have  fome  diftinft  uptakings  of  its  nature  td 
ends,  before  we  approach  to  it. 

Direct.  II.  Be  firmly  perfuaded,  that  partaking  of 
the  Lord's  fupper  is  a  moft  neceflary  duty  \  and  the 
negle&ing  of  it  is  a  very  great  fin. 

That  communicating  is  a  necefifary  duty  incumbent 
upon  us,  and  not  a  matter  of  indifTerence  which  we  may 
do,  or  not  do,  as  we  think  fit,  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing obligations  which  God  hath  laid. upon  us: 

L  We  have  the  command  of  our  great  Lord  and  \i^ 
giver,  to  partake  of  this  feaft,  oft  repeated  by  the  £vtf^ 
gelifts  :  He  faith  to  all  his  difciples.  Take  ;  heiaitfa  to 
them.  Eat;  he  faith  to  them,  Drink  ye  oil  (f  H:^ 
faith  to  them.  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me>  His  pf^ 
ccpts  to  pray,  praifc,  hear,  read,  meditate,  &c.  arc  not 
more  plain  or  ezprefs,  than  his  precepts  to  comreunicsit. 
So  that  we  are  as  much  bound  to  give  obedience  to  du9| 
as  to  thofe. 

11.  Gratitude  ftrongly  obligeth  us  to  obey  this  com- 
mand,  if  we  remember  what  he  did  for  us,  who  gSTC  it. 
O  believer,  did  he  not  offer  up  himlelf,  foul  and  bodr, 
as^an  atoning  facrificc  to  fatisfy  divine  jufticc  for  4y 
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fins  ?  And,  will  not  this  engage  you  to  obey  \a^  ?  Sure- 
ty, every  time  you  read  or  hear  thcfe  words,'  Do  ihU  in 
wfmetnbrAfiee  of  nif,  your  heart  (hould  melt  and  warm 
'widim  yott,  when  you  confider  what  he,  who  fpoke 
theoYy  hath  done  for  you ;  even  more  than  father,  or 
mother,  wife,  brother,  and  all  your  relations  could  have. 
tene  ;  yea,  more  than  a  million  of  Angels  could  have! 
done  for  you.  And,  (hall  not  his  command  have  weight 
with  you  ? 

III.    Remember  the  time  when  he  gave  you   this- 

charge.    It  was  that  night  he  was  to  begin  his  bitter  and 

Uoody  agonies  for  you,   and  wade  through  a  fea  of 

wrath  and  forrow  upon  your  account.     It  was  then 

when  he  beheld  heaven,  earth  and  hell,  juftice,  men 

and  devils,  all  confpiring  againft  him.     Juit  at  the  time 

when  he  was  going  to  offer  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  in  your 

ftead,  to  fave  vou  from  eternal  flames,  he  gave  you  this 

charge,**  Do  thisin  remembrance  ofme;"as  if  he  had  faid,  . 

**  Now  I  am  juft  ready  to  be  offered  up,  to  die  a  curfcd 

death  for  you,  and  with  my  blood  to  fead  my  teftament, 

ivherein  I  bequeath  to  you,  pardon,  peace,  light,  life, 

grace  and  glory  v^and  now  there  is  one  requed  I  afk  o£ 

you,   that,  when  1  am  dead,  you  keep  up  the  remem** 

brance  of  my  iove  and  fufierings  for  you,  by  eating  bread 

md  drinking  wine  together  with  my  people  at  my  tables 

and  there  flicw  forth  my  death  tjill  I  come  again  to 

judge  the  world."    The  words  of  dying  men  ufe  to 

be  of  great  weight  with  their  furviving  friends ;  and, 

will  not  the  words  of  your  dying  furety,  your  dying 

elder  brother,  be  of  weight  with  you  to  obey  his  dying 

charge  ? 

IV.  Confider  how  fmall  and  eafy  the  charge  is  he  gives 
you :  It  is  not  to  facrifice  your  firft  born,  cut  off  a 
member  of  your  body,  give  all  you  have  to  the  poor,  go' 
in  pilgrimage  to^e  ends  of  the  earth^^  it  is  not  to  go 
to  the  holy  land,  to  viTit  Chri&'s  fepulchre  \  or  to  the 
top  of  mount  Calvary,  where  the  crofs  flood,  **  in  re« 
membrance  of  }iim."  Thcfe  he  lequirednot,  becaufeyou 
might  have  judged  them  hard  \  and  yet,  as  hard  as 
they  feem  to  be,  had  he  demanded  any  of  tliem,  could 
Vol.  I.  Y  y  .  yeii 


you  haye  .been  anfwerable  to  4ifobey  foch  an  oae  ai  a 
dying  Jefus  f  How  far  lefs  will  you  be  able  to  anfwerat 
the  great  day  for  difobeying  him,  when  he  reqwes  no 
fach  bardenfome  ta(k^  but  gracioufly  injotiis  aa  aAioB 
that  is  moll  eafy,  pleafant  and  profitable  to  yoo )  ^  Eat 
and  drink  at  my  table,  in  a  thankful  remembraoce  of 
what  I  hare  done  for  you  ?**  and  will  yov  not  pkafe 
him  in  fo  fmall  a  requeft  ? 

V.  Chrift  gires  you  this  charge,  not  for  lis  gocrfy 
but  for  your  own.  And  your  obedience  to  it  contri- 
butes highly  both  to  your  pleafure  and  ycmr  pmfit 

Firfty  O  believer,  is  it  not  pleafant  to  fct  and  kcq)  a 
tryfl:  with  your  dear  Saviour?  Well,  this  ordinance  is  tke 
folemn  tryfting-plaice  where  he  hath  appointed  to  meet 
with  you ;  it  is  there  you  may  •*  fee  the  King  in  Hi 
beaut^  ;**  there  doth  his  glory  flnne.  O  how  gkrkNB 
is  he  m  his  **  dyed  garments  and  red  apparel  !'*  Witk . 
what  defire  fliould  we  go  to  fee  fuch  a  beavti(u!  figbt? 
How  fweet  is  it  to  hear  his  voice  in  this  ordinaacc, 
which  is  the  very  mufic  of  heaven  ?  How.rcfrcftiiif  ** 
a  doubting  foul  to  hear  him  fpeak  as  from  the  crobi 
^  It  is  finiihed,  the  ranfom  is  paid,  and  juftice  ii  fattf* 
fied  ?•  Can  there  be  fweeter  melody,  than  to  hewrChrift 
whifper  into  the  foul's  car,  "  Fear  not,  I  am  thy  fl^ 
vation ;  The  Lord  hath  put  away  thy  fin,  thou  Aikiwt 
die ;  Son,  be  of  good  cheer,  all  thy  fins  arc  forgiven  tbec! 
How  pleafant  muft  it  be  to  eat  and  drink  at  Chriff* 
feaft,  with  fuchbcavenly  mufic  founding  in  our  cars? 

S€condly,  Is  not  this  adHon  as  profitaWe  to  usaspica* 
fant  ?  Knoweft  thou,  O  man,  what  injury  thou  dtw  to 
thy  immortal  foulby  ncglefting  it  ?  Canll  thou  have  any 
other  but  a  lean,  Imncry,  Aaivedfoul,  whilft  thou  flight* 
eft  the  food  God  hath  appointed  for  it?  Doft  thoukoo* 
what  benefit  fome  of  thy  neighbours  have  got  at  rfiis 
feaft  ?  Some  have  come  to  it  poor,  anA  have  gooeawaf 
laden  with  riches :  Some  have  come  to  it  hongryi  *^ 
have  gone  away  fatisfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatncfc ' 
Some  have  come  thirfty,  and  have  got  floods  poured  out 
upon  the  dry  ground  :  Some  have  come  blind,  and  g<'"* 
away  feeing :  Others  lame,  and  have  gone  away  waft- 
ing.    Here  they  have  got  all  their  difcafcs  curcdi  a^^ 
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tlieir  wants  fuppfied.  Aiul»  hare  you  not  ss  great  need 
(rf  tliefe  mercies  as  others  ?  Come,  then,  to  this  enriching 
and  foat-opmaking  ordinance  \  tiJte  but  a  view  of  the  be* 
nefics  and  blefiingi  which  Chrift  preiefttt  to  yoUt  and 
which  he  faithfnlly  offen  to  feal  and  apply  to  you  in  this 
fincrament,  cfen  his  own  body  and  blood,  and  all  the 
benefits  and  virtaes  of  the  (amc;  finrely  Chrift  and  all 
the  benefits  of  his  parchafe  is  a  vaft  portion :  Bcbold> 
O  believer,  in  this  ordinance  you  have  a  feai  and  pledge^ 
oD  earned  and  tafte  of  them  alk 

More  particularly^  i^,  you  have  here  a  fealed  remif« 
fion  of  fin  piefented  to  you,  with  the  blood  that  was 
filed  for  the  fame,  Matt.  xxvi.  28. 

lilfi  A  fealed  freedom  from  wrath  and  damnation  r 
For  a  cruciiied  Jefus  here  reprefented  endured  that  fot 
you  ;  and  he  promifes  that  he  who  eats  this  food  Oiall 
•••never  die  eternally,"  John  vi.  jo.  jr. 

3iA^  Adoption  into  God's  family,  and  a  right  to  the 
ehikmns  privileges  confirmed  ;  for  your  being  admit- 
ted to  fit  at  your  fadier's  table,  and  eat  of  the  chlldrens 
bread,  is  apledge  of  it.  , 

4/^i^,  The  weakening  of  fin,  and  fubduing  of  cor«* 
mption  s  for  here  you  have  food  that  kills  fin. 

%thlj^  The  increafe  of  fanAification,  and  ffarengthen* 
ing  of  grace :  For  here  jou  have  food  that  nonriflieth 
grace ;  and  the  fanfHfymg  Spirit  is  promifed  i^  diat 
covenant,  which  is  here  fealed,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  27. 

6/^/f,  Union  and  communion  with  Chrift  in  the  moft 
intimate  manner ;  for,  faith  he,  John  vi.  56.  '*  He  that 
eateth  mv  flefh,  and  drinketh  my  blood,  dwellethin  me 
and  I  in  nim.*'  We  dwell  in  him,  by  faith  and  love» 
and  he  in  us  by  his  Spirit. 

Itbij^  A  title  to  eternal  life,  John  vi.  51.  •'If  any 
man  eat  of  this  bread,  he  (hall  live  for  ever."' 

8/A^,  A  fealed  promife  of  a  glorious  refurre£itODf 
John  vi.  54.  *•  Whofo  eateth  my  flefb,  and  drinketh  my 
blood,  hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  th^ 
laft  dav.*' 

^tkly^  A  fealed  right  to  all  the  promifes  of  the  new 

cofenant,  which  are  great  and  precious,  n>t%.  That  God 

will  <<  put  his  laws  in  our  inward  partsy  and  wiite  them 

Yya  ''in 
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^*  in  our  heartSi  Jer.  xxxi.  33..  That  he  wiH  forgive  otr 
'^  iniquity,  and  remember  our  fins  00  more,  Jer.  zzn. 
"  34.  That  he  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart,  and 
".  give  us  a  heart  of  flefli,  Ezck.  xxxti.  itf.  That  lie 
^*  will  put  his  fear  in  our  hearts,  and  |i;iTe  us  hearts  10 
**  fear  him,  Jer.  xxxii.  39,  40.  That  he  will  cagfe  uf 
**  to  walk  in  his  ftatutes,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  1^7.  That  he  will 
'*  not  turn  away  from  us  to  do  us  good,  and  that  we 
<f  (hall  not  depart  from  him,  Jer.  xxx.  40.  That  he  will 
<<  fend  fan£tified  rods  and  afflidions  when  they  are 
<^  needful,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  32.  That  he  will  put  his  fpirit 
'*  within  us,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27.  And  thereupon  we  (halt 
*'  have  quickening,  ftrengthening,  and  fin-mortifjng 
'*  influences. '  And,  laftly,  which  comprdiends  all,  thst 
**  he  will  be  our  God,  and  we  (hall  be  his  people,"  Jer. 
xxxi.  33.  Thus  you  fee  what  a  foul-profiting  ordinance 
this  is ;  to  flight  it  then,  muft  be  a  dreadful  defpifing 
of  your  mercies,  and  a  wronging  of  your  own  fouls. 

VI.  Let  me  put  you  in  mind  with  what  gladne&die 
Ifraelites  of  dd  did  welcome  the  news  of  the  celebration 
of  their  paiTover,  in  the  room  of  which  Chrift  hath  io- 
ftituted  to  us  the  Lord's  fupper.  O  what  joy  did  it  occa- 
fion  in  Jerufalem,  when  the  trumpet  was  btown  by  the 
prieft,  to  give  intimation  to  the  people  of  the  dajr  of  die 
pafTover  !  How  cheerful  was  the  pfalmift's  heart,  when 
he  faiih,  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  1.3*  '*  Make  a  joyful  notfeuntotbfr 
God  of  Jacob :  Blow  up  the  trumpet  in  the  new-moon, 
in  the  time  appointed,  on  our  folemn  feaft-day  !*  This 
ieaft  was  ftill  oUerved  upon  the  fifteenth  day  after  tbe 
firft  appearance  of  the  new-moon  :  And  not  having  al- 
mianacks,  as  we  have,  to  forewarn  them  of  it,  they  ufcd 
to  fend  men  to  the  top  of  the  hill  to  watch  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  ne1ir*moon,  who,  afibon  as  they  faw  it, 
did  run  to  tell  the  prieft,  that  he  might  blow  the  trum- 
pet, and  give  the  welcome  notice  of  it  to  the  people, 
who  received  the  news  with  univerfal  joy.  And  hare 
not  we,  Chriftiansik  more  caufc  to  rejoice  at  the  intima- 
tion of  our  gofpcl- pafTover,  in  which  we  ha^'e  Chiift 
crucified,  with  all  his  benefits,,  far  more  evidently  fet 
forth  before  our  eyes,  than  the  people  of  the  Jews  had? 

Alas  i  it  is  fadly  to  be  regretted^  tliat  in  our  age  many 

people 
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people  do  oft  hear  the  filver  trumpet  of  the  gofpel 
ibunding  loud  and  Ions:)  calling  them  to  the  feaft  of  the 
great  king,  but  are  not  fuitably  affected  therewith.  Were 
this  great  gofpel-ordinancet  like  the  Jewiih  faflbver,  to 
be  celebrated  but  in  one  place  in  all  the  world  ;  with 
what  zeal  and  defire  would  people  flock  thither,  to  be- 
hold it  and  partake  of  it  ?    And,  why  (hould  we  not 
ceme  with  the  fame  affeSion  and  devotion  now,  when 
we  have  it  celebrated  in  many  places  ?  Shall  our  hearts 
be  evil,  becaufe  God  is  good  ?  Shall  we  defpife  mercies 
when  they  are  given  in  plenty  ?  Surely  the  frequent  oc« 
cafions  we  have  of  this  blefTcd  feail,  (hould  fill  our  hearts 
with  the  greateft  thankfulnefs  to  the  bountiful  maker 
of  it,  as  they  did  the  Chriftians  in  the  apoftolic  age. 

But,  beGdes  thefe  arguments  for  the  neceility  of  the 
4uty  of  communicating,  I  (hall,  in  the  next  place,  (hew 
the  greatnefe  of  the  (in  and  danger  of  negledlng  it. 

I.  You  are  hereby  guilty  of  difobedience  to  the  com* 
mand  of  the  higheft.King  and  Sovereign  in  the  world  % 
say,  of  that  King  to  whom  you  have  fwom  allegiance 
in  baptifok.    Is  Jefus  Chrift  your  fovereign,  and  will  you 
act  obey  his  laws  ?  Perhaps,  if  you  negleded  any  other 
of  his  commands,  fuch  as  to  pray,»give  alms,  or  to  hear 
the  word,  for  one  Lord's  day,  confcience  would  fmite 
you  for  it  \  and  have  you  no  check  for  difobeying  this 
command  which  he  gave  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  , 
nay,  a  charge  which  our  dying  TeAator  gave  us  when 
his  heart  was  full  of  forrow  for  us,  and  when  he  was 
going  to  underly  God's  wrath  in  the  garden,  be  bound 
as  a  malefactor,  and  led  away  to  the  curfed  tree  for  us  ? 
As  the  fovereign  Lord,  who  gave  us  this  command, 
hath  an  undoubted  right  to  our  obedience,  both  by  na- 
ture and  dear  purch^le  ;  fo,  by  the  negle£t  of  it,  we  are 
at  once  guilty  both  of  dcipiGng  the  authority  of  juft 
power,  and  the  obligation  of  afloni(htng  love« 

IL  What  a  (in  mu(l  it  be  to  defpife  a  facrament,  which 
is  one  of  the  mod:  folemn  ordinances  of  this  great  King  i 
You  will  readily  acknowledge,  that  it  is  our  indifpenG- 
Ue  duty  to  receive  the  facrament  of  baptifm,  and  that 
itis  ti  great  fin  to  negle£l  It.  And  why  do  you  not  own 
the  fame  of  the  Iiord's  fupper,  feeing  the  fame  Lord^ 

who 
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who  faidi  Mat.  xxvnu  19.    <*  Go  teach  and  baptize  «IJ 
**  nations,  faid  alfo  Luke  xxii.  19.   Do  this  in  remem^ 
*'  bnmce  of  me  .^    So  that  you  have  the  fame  aotliOffity 
for  both  faeraments.     What  abfurd  inconfiftency  we 
(bme  then  guilty  of,  who  think  if  their  childrco  die 
without  haptifm  (though  there  be  no  finful  ncgleft  ia 
the  cafe)  it  endangers  their  falvation,  but  art  not  afnld 
themfelves  to  live  and  die  without  the  Lord's  fappei^ 
though  their  negleA  be  wilful  and  finful  ?  Snrelf  the 
pra£kice  of  many,  who  overvalue  one  facrameBt^  and 
undervalue  another,  is  mod  unaccountable. 

IIL  By  declining  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  you 
do  upon  the  matter  renounce  your  baptifm  (tlK>*  tk  la- 
crament  you  pretend  to  eftecm)  feeing  hereby  you  refufe 
to  be  Chriftians  of  free  choice,  and  in  effe^  lay,  you  will 
not  (land  to  thefe  engagements  your  parents  took  00  in 
your  name^  but  will  be  at  liberty  to  believe  what  you 
j^eafe,  pra£life  what  you  fancy,  and  ferve  the  devil, 
the  world,  and  the  flefh,  as  long  as  you  diink  fit.'  You 
may  profess  the  Chriftian  religion ;  but  you  are  neror 
Chriitians  by  an  a£b  of  your  own,  until  you  prefect  • 
yourfelves  at  the  Lord's  table,  and  there  penonally  own 
your  bapti&tial  engagements,  and  openly  avouch  tbe 
JLord  Jelus  Chrift  to  be  your  Saviour,  confent  to  his 
religion,  and  dedicate  yourfelves  to  his  fervice.  Hear* 
ing  of  fermons  is  not  a  fufficient  teft  of  your  d<Mng  fo; 
for  many  do  this  from  curiofity  or  cuftom,  more  than 
any  other  principle ;  but  the  Lord's  fupper  is  the  ordi- 
nance which  Chrift  has  inftituted  chiefly  iot  the  ioie- 
faid  ends.  How  great  then  muft  the  fin  and  danger  of 
wilful  negle£ling  it  be  ?  In  efie£t,  it  is  no  left  than 
an  open  denying  of  Chrift  before  men  }  and  fuch,  he 
fays,  **  he  will  deny  before  his  Father  in  heaven."  I 
would  have  all,  who  bear  the  name  of  Chriftians,  to  re* 
member  this  ;  and,  as  they  would  not  be  reckoned  a- 
mong  thofe  that  renounce  Chrift  and  his  religion,  let 
them  not  contemn  that  ordinance,  which  is  the  appoint* 
ed  badge  of  the  Chriftian  profeffion. 

IV.  To  neglefi  the  Lord's  fupper  is  a  moft  nntkank^ 
ful  requital  of  the  kindnefs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifti 
in  coming  to  free  us  from  the  burdenfome  fervice  of  the 

legal 


TXreA  IT.      0/ibi  Ntceffity  qf  CommunicatiMg*  335 

legal  icrvicet»  rkte»  and  tnftitutions*    If  we  did  rightly 
conCdcr  what  we  are  bound  toby  the  fubj^ion  we  owe 
to  a  fovereign  Lord,  and  by  the  gratitude  ixre  ewe  to. 
a  kind  benefa£ior ;  tho'  he  had  injoined  a  great  number 
of  coitiy  and  laborious  ritei,  and  had  laid  upon  us  a  yoke 
more  heavy  than  that  of  the  Jewiih  ceremonies,  yet  in 
juftice  we  (hould  have  thought  all  but  a  fmall  hooaage 
to  his  greatnefsi  and  a  fmall  acknowledgement  of  bis  in« 
finite  love.    But  now,  when  in  his  mercy  he  hath  freed 
us  from  die  yoke  of  ceremonial  bondage,  and,  befide 
baptifm,  hath  appointed  but  this  one  facred  rite  for  us 
to  obferre,  and  one  that  is  neither  coftly  nor  troublefome, 
but  moft  eafy  and  pleafant;  what.morjfters  of  ingrati- 
tude ihall  we  make  ourfelves,  if  we  flight  this  his  gra- 
cious  inftitutbn  I 

V.  By  negle&ing  this  divine  ordinance,  you  put  great- 
er contempt  upon  the  true  and  living  God,  tnan  hea« 
thens  do  upon  their  dumb  idols.     How  great  is  the  re* 
fpeA  that  lome  brutifli  idolaters  (how  to  idols,  who  cut 
tneir  flefli,  flied  their  blood,  facrifice  their  children,  and 
(lick  at  nothing,  though  never  fo  hard  or  painful,  to  te& 
tif y  their  homage  and  obfequioufhefs  to  their  ugly  dtu 
•toes  !  And  (hall  we,  Chriftians,  profefled  fervants  of  the 
glorious  Son  of  Cjod,  our  forereign  Lord  and  Redeemer^ 
ii^le£l  his  eafy  inftitution,  and  refufe  to  pleafe  him  in 
lb  {mall  a  thing  !  Surely  the  barbarous  favages  will  rife 
up  in  judgment  with  many  profciled  Chriftians,  and  con* 
demn  them  for  their  difobedience.    You,  perhaps,  on 
tome  occafionS)  will  profefe  to  pity  the  blind  heathens 
and  bmtifh  Indians,  who  are  ftrangers  to  Chriftianity, 
and  Ijve  and  die  in  darknefs  ;  but,  have  not  we  as  much 
reafon  to  pity  you,  who  difpwn  and  pour  contempt  on 
that  holy  religion  you  were  educated  in,  and  thereby  put 
yourfelves  in  a  condition  worfe  than  theirs  ?     For,  the. 
Apo{Ue  tells  us,  that  it  is  *^  better  not  to  have  known 
the  way  of  truth,  than,  after  we  have  known  it,  to  turn 
away  from  the  holy  commandment,"  2  Pet.  ii.  2i.  And 
our  Saviour  faith,  that  it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  the 
dark  cities  of  ^  Tyre  and  Sxdon,  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
than  it  will  be  for  die  enlightened  Capernaum  apd  Beth- 
feida^**  Matt  xxu  2a.    Your  knowledge  and  profcflion 

cf 
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of  the  truths  of  the  ChriOian  religion  do  very  intic&a;* 
jtravate  your  dlfobedience  to  the  lawe  and  inftitiitM»9 
thereof.  You  think  their  condition  dreadfel,  that  fay 
there  is  no  God,  and  no  doubt  it  is  fo  ;  bat  what  better 
JB  your  cafe  ?  you  acknowledge  there  is  a  God,  but  Ihrr 
as  if  you  defied  him,  by  open  contemning  and  ncgled* 
sng  of  hib  ordinance^. 

Vl.  By  flighting  this  ordinance,  you  contemn  the  nujft 
advantageous  offer  that  ever  God  made  unto  men.  Here 
God  the  Father  offereth  to  make  over  Chrift  to  yoa, 
and  all  his  purchafe,  and  feal  your  right  thereto.  Far- 
ticularly  to  give  you  his  blefled  Son,  as  your  ^  wifdooty 
righteouffiefsy  fandification,  and  redemption,''  i  Cor.i 
3c..  At>  your  vvifdom,  to  enlighten  you,  and  free  jpo 
from  ignorance ;  as  your  righteoufnefs,  to  juftify  70% 
and  free  you  from  the  guilt  of  fin  ;  a«  your  fan&ifij> 
tion,  to  make  you  holy,  and  free  you  from  the  reigning 
power  and  pollution  of  fin  ;  as  your  redemptioji,  to  le- 
ftore  you  to  the  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God,  Iwing  yoo 
to  the  inheritance,  and  free  you  eternally  from  fin  ^ 
fatan,  hell  and  wrath.  Now,  O  finncr,  if  thou  de- 
cline ft  to  come  here  and  take  Chrift  as  thy  wifdom,  how 
foolifh  and  ignorant  muft  thou  ftill  remain  i  If  t^^ 
Tefufe  Chrift  as  thy  righteoafncfs^  how  naked  and  guilty 
will  thy  foul  be  ?  If  thou  refufc  Chrift  as  thy  facflifica- 
tion,  how  vile  and  polluted  muft  thou  ftiil  continue  i 
If  thou  rcfufe  Chrift  as  thy  redemption,  who  will  re- 
deem thee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ? 

Confider  alfo  the  near  and  happy  relations  vbicA 
Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  offereth  to  ftand  in  to  thofc  who 
cordially  receive  him  in  this  ordinance ;  fucfa  as  that 
of  a  mafter,  a  father,  a  captain,  a  fliepherd,  a  hoi> 
groom,  and  kufband*  And,  how  great  muft  oor  fin  ^ 
and  danger  be,  if  we  flight  fuch  kind  offers  !  If  you  ff* 
fufe  Clirift  as  a  mafter  now,  will  he  not  refufe  to  own 
you  afe  a  fervaht  in  the  great  day  i  If  you  refufe  him  as 
a  captain,  will  he  not  reje£t  you  as  one  of  his  foldiert  • 
If  you  refufe  him. as  a  ihepherd,  .will  he  not  deny  ^^ 
as  one  of  his  ftieep  ?  If  ycu  refufe  him  as  a  bridegroom 
and  hufband,  will  he  not  difown  you  as  his  bride  and 
fpoufc  ?  And,  if  Chrift  thus  diuiwn  you  at.thcg«c^ 
dav.  how  fearful  wiH  your  condition  be  for  ever  I     ^ 
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Vli    Ncglcftin^  this  fcaft  of  memorial  is  a  Aing  moft 

vnrenfbnable  in  itfelf,  as  being  againfl  all  the  rules  of 

hamanity  and  gratitude      Surely  it  is  moft  agreeable  to 

re  .foM  and  equity,  thar  all  Chriftians  ihou  d  love  their 

Redeemer  and  ;^enef  idor,  and  keep  up  the  memorial  of 

hi>  great  adventures  for  ranfoming  rh»*ir  fouls.    Is  it  not 

a  moU  re.^fon  iblr  demand,  and  a  very  fmall  return  he 

teqairn^s  of  yoix  for  all  his  love,  only  **  cat  and  drink  in 

remembrance  of  mfe  ?"     It  is  noj,  Go  to  a  fcaffold  5  but 

go  to  a  well  covered  table:  It  is  not  to  bPeed  and  burn, 

but  to  eat  and  drink  :   It  is  not  to  feed  on  the  bread  of 

affli£fctoni  or  water  of  adv^rfity,  but  bread  that  ftrength- 

en?!  the  heart,  and  winr  that  cheers  the  drooping  fpirit ; 

deliciottb   fare,    which  your  Saviour  hath   blefTcd  and 

fwet:tened  for  yi»u.    Now,  muft  it  not  be  againft  all  rea- 

fon  to  refufe  this  agreeable  demand,  in  of^er  to  pre- 

fervc  the  memory  of  the  love  of  your  incomparahlt  Sene^ 

fiBor^  and  the  fufFcriiigs  of  your  dying  Friend^  which 

he.  pvitiently  endured  for  jyou  ? 

Ingrateful  world  !     Can  yfc  not  endure  to  think  on 
thai  which  Chr^ft  refufed  not  to  endure  for  you  ?    Did 
he  leave  the  glory  of  his  Father,  to  be  cloathed  with 
your  nature,  and  to  dwell  i!>  a  flefhiy  cottage  ?    Did  he 
live  a  life  of  forrows  and  fuffjrtngs,  and  at  laft  undergo 
a  iha^Deful,  pah'ful,  and  curffd  death  ?     Dil  he  rife  a- 
gain,  and  afoend  on  high  to  prepare  man  (ions,  and  take 
poffcffion  of  them  for  you?     D/>th  he  there  abide  to  a- 
'  gent  and  plead  your  caufe  with  God  ?     And,  do  ye  be* 
lieve  ih :,t  he  ib  Ihonly  to  come  again  to  receive  you  to 
himfelf  ?   And.  will  ye  not  for  a  Ihort  while  here  keep 
up  the  remembrance  of  his  love  ?     O,  did  Chrift  dri'^k 
vinegar  on  the  crofs  for  you,  yea,  vinegar  made  bitter^ 
tart,  and  poifonable,  with  your  fins  ?     And  will  ye  not 
Armk  wine  ot  bis  table,  that  is  fwectened  and  made  de- 
licious with  the  choice  hlelBngs  ot  his  love,  and  confo- 
lations  of  his  Spirit  i     Did  he  drink  a  cup  of  ^r^th  for 
you,  and  will  ye  not  drink  a  cup  of  bit  fling  for  him, 
n.iy,  for  yourfeives  ?  For,  the  advantage  is  only  yours. 

O  Chriftiand,  had  we  the  due  imprcffuns  of  the  amaz- 

irjg  goovinefb  and  incomparable  love  of  our  matchlefs 

Redeemer,  the  remembrance  whereof  he  enjoins  us  to 

Vol.  I.  ,         Z  2        *  keep 
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'  keep  up  in  this  ordinance ;  wc  woidd  fay.  Lord,  what 
is  fufBcient  to  be  done  in  memory  of  thb  love  ?   Every 
one  of  our  hearts  would  echo  back  at  Chrifl's  call,  **  Do 
this  inrcmembrancecf  me."  Dothis.'  Lord,  what  is  it  that 
I  \%'Ould  not  do  for  thy  fake  ?  Glorious  Jefus,  didft  thoa 
pafs  by  the  angels,  and  wouldft  have  no  nature  but  mine? 
Til  then  ftop  mine  ears  againft  the  foiicitations  of  the 
world,  and  have  no  will  but  thine.       Remtmber  thee  ! 
Whom  fliall  I  remember  if  I  forget  thee  ?  "  If  I  forget 
thee,  O  my  Saviour,  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of 
my  mouth  :  If  I  remember  not  thee,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  cunning."     Lord,  I  cannot  but  blulh  when  I 
think  that  I  ihould  need  any  tnermnto  or  token  to  kerp 
up  the  remembrance  of  thee :  Ah  !  (hall  the  trifles  ot 
the  world  find  room  enough  in  my  heart  and  memorfy 
and  my  Redeemer's  love  have  fcarce  any  place  there  / 
Lord,  hadft  thou  required  the  deareft  of  my  blood  and 
choiceft  of  my  fubftance  to  be  offered  thee  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  it,  yea,  hadft  thou  demanded  my  life,  I  owe 
it  to  theC)  nay,  a  thoufand  lives,  if  I  had  them  :  And, 
fliall  I  not  cheerfully  give  thee  up  my  memory  and 
thoughts  when  thou  art  pleafed  to  aik  them  ? 

O  then,  if  there  be  any  obligations  in  the  higheft  an-  , 
thority,  any  allurements  in  the  fweeteft  love,  any  reali- 
ty in  your  profeflcd  fubje£tion  to  Jefus  Chrift,  give  him 
this  proof  of  it,  cheerfully  obey  his  dying  charge,  meet 
with  his  people,  and  remember  his  love  at  his  feaft  of 
memorial,  .  and  join  hymns  of  praife  therewith.  0 
pleafe  him  in  this  fo  eafy  and  fo  fmall  a  requeft. 

VI 11.  Finally,  I  would  have  you  to  remember  how 
provoking  the  negle£l  of  this  ordinance  is  to  him  that 
inftituted  it.  You  ate  guilty  of  defpifmg  the  greatcft 
preparation  which  the  King  of  kings  makes  for  his  fub- 
je£l8  ;  for  in  this  ordinance  he  -doth,'  as  it  were,  kill  the 
fatted  calf,  and  furnifli  his  table  with  the  choicefi  rari- 
ties of  heaven,  and  fend  forth  his  fervahts  to  invite  u$i 
faying,  **  I  have  prepared  my  fupper,  come  eat  of  my 
bread,  and  drink  Of  mY  wine  which  I  have  mingled ; 
,  all  things  arc  ready,  come  to  thp  marriage."  So  great 
and  coflly  is  this  feaft,  that  it  coft  the  maker  of  it  bis 
own  life  to  prepare  it.    "  Pardon  of  fin,  peace  with 
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Gods  snd  communion  with  him/'  which  are  the  dsiin^ 
ties  here  fet  before  you,  coft  Jefus  Chrift  no  lefd  than 
his  life  to  purchafe  them  for  you.     And,  do  you  think 
thi»  giprious  King  can  take  it  well  at.  your  handsi  if  you 
make  light  of  thts  rare  and  coftly  fea(l>  and  flight  all  the 
preparation  he  hath  made  for  you  ?  Can  you  ever  expert 
to  enjoy  communion  with  him  in  heaveni  if  you  flight 
the  oiFer  of  communion  with  him.  upon  earth  ?    Nay, 
you  provoke  him  to  cut  you  off  eternally  from  his  pre* 
fence  :  For,  a^  of  old,  the  Lord  threatened  cutting  oif  ta 
the  foul  of  hind  that  negle£led  to  keep  the  paflbver,  be-r 
caufe  he  brought  not  the  oflering  of  the  Lord  in  his  ap- 
pointed feafon,  Num.  ix.  13.  fo  he  threatens  the  fame 
to  thofe  who  ihould  flight  the  gofpel-feafis  typified  tliere^ 
by,  Zech.  xiv.  16.  .17.  i8.   Luke  xiv.  24.   We  fee  how* 
his  wrath  was  kindled  againfl  thofe  that  negledtd  to 
come  to  the  marriage  of  the  king's  fon,  and  how  fevere- 
ly  he  punifiied  them  for  it.  Matt.  xxii.  5.  7.  /'   They 
made  light  of  it,  and  went  their  ways,  one  to  his  l;irmt 
and  another  to  his merchandife"     But,  when  the  king 
heard  thereof  he  was  wroth,  and  **  he  fent  forth  armies 
and  deftroyed  thefe  murderers,  add  burnt  up  their  city.'' 
I^e  reckons  your  eai'mz  n$U  no  leis  fin  than  mating  irri" 
vertntly  /  for,  as  by  this  you  are  guilty  of  profaning  the 
LiOrd's  body,  fo  by  the  other  you  are  guilty  of  defpifrng^ 
it,  and  preferring  your  lulls  before  him,  which  is  a  crimt^ 
as  heinous^ 

OhjtBions  Anfwered* 

H£RE  it  may  be  proper  to  anfwer  fome  obje£lIons 
which  are  made  againft  partaking  of  the  Lord's  luppcr  -^ 
whether  by  the  prophane,  flothful,  or  fcrupulous. 

ObjeH.  L  Some  profane  perfons  think  meanly  of  this 
ordinance,  and  hence  they  ncgkdi  it.  What  needs  fu 
much  noife  (think  they)  about  this  matter  i  It  is  but  eat- 
log  a  little  bread,  and  drinking  a  fmall  portion  of  wine  ^ 
what  efficacy  can  there  be  in  tiiat  a£lion  : 

Anf,  This  ordinance  is  of  divine  authority,  and  not 

appointed  by  men  like  ourfelves^     It  hath  the  (lamp  of 
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our  LoTd*B  inftitutior,  which  (houid  make  it  tobcKgh- 
ly  valued  by  ail  Chriftians  :  For,  as  hr  hath  wifely  in"^ 
ftitutcd  it  lor  mod  imporcirt  ends  and  ufes,  io  he  will 
certainly  make  it  tffe£^ual  unto  thefe  ends.  A  little 
parchmcnti  with  ink  and  ,wax  upon  it,  is  in  itfelf  a  fmall 
thing  \  yet,  being  of  legal  authority  and  inftirution  a- 
mong  men,  it  ferveth  to  convey  a  right  and  title  to  a  great 
inheritance,  and  fo  it  becon^eth  highly  valuable.  The 
brazen  ferpent,  that  was  lift  upon  a  pole  for  healing  the 
Ifraelites,  was  mean  to  the  outward  view;  hut,  being  of 
God's  appointment,  it  was  effcdual  for  henliiig,  and 
therefore  none  would  defpife  it.  So  the  elements  in  this 
facrament,  however  common  or  moan  in  themfelre s,  yft 
being  of  God's  appointment,  and  confecrated  forfacwd 
tifes,  they  are  powerful  and  efficacious  to  the  belieriif 
leceiveri  for  the  great  ends  of  their  inftitution. 

OhjeEl.  II.  We  may  remember  Chrift  in  the  word; 
and  what  need  is  there  for  doing  it  in  the  facrament? 

Anf.  \Ji^  It  is  abominable  prefumption  to  think  oor- 
felves  wifer  than  Jcfus  Chrift,  who  is  the  Wifiom  5^  A 
Father.  Hath  he  thought  this  ordinance  needful ;  and, 
will  any  man  judge  it  needlefs  ?  . 

2^/;',  The  word  only  presents  Chrift  unto  the  car, 
but  the  Lord's  fupper  fets  forth  a  crucified  Chriil  ooto 
the  eye. 

3^/y,  Th^re  is  more  than  a  fimple  remembering  of 
Cbriit  required  in  the  Lord's  fupper  ;  there  is  alfo  a  re- 
newing of  baptifmal  engagements,  and  a  ratifying  our 
covenant  with  God.  And  befides,  our  Lord  harib  tu 
ferved  fome  fprcial  bleflings  and  communications  to  this 
ordinance,  which  are  nowife  to  be  '  undervalued  or 
flighted. 

OhjeH,  III.  It  is  hard  to  be  at  fo  much  pains,  and  to 
eihploy  fo  much  time  in  meditation,  examination,  pny- 
er,  &c.  as  is  requifite  to  prepare  for  cocnmunicating. 

Anj  ly?,  There  are  many  who  do  hot  grudge  to  beat 
much  pains  and  travel,  and  frequently  to  hazard  their 
]ives,  both  by  fea  and  land,  for  a  little  temporal  gain; 
and|  will  you  grudge  Ibme  pains  to  prepare  for  this  or- 
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dinanccy  which  feals  a  right  to.  the  onfearchable  riches 
of  Chrift,  and  by  means  whertof  you  might,  thro'  the 
divine  bieiTinjr,  be  enabled  to  Aibdue  your  fins,  reform 
your  lives,  «row  in  f^race,  and  be  made  ready  for  death 
and  judf^^ment  ?  Is  not  this  fpiritual  gain  better  than  the 
gain  of  a  whole  world  ? 

idlyf  Arc  there  not  many  who  throw  away  their 
hours  in  needlefs  pieafures  and  paftimcs  ?  And,  with 
what  face  can  fuch  pretend  they  have  not  time  to  exa- 
mine thcmfelves,  and  prepare  for  this  blefFod  ordinance  ? 
What  are  thefe  tranfient  pieafures  of  tinie  ydu  are  fo 
fond  of|  to  the  comfortable  views  of  an  intereft  in  Chrift, 
and  of  living  with  him  throughout  eternity,  which  may 
be  got  at  hi$  table  ? 

3^/y,  Will  you  be  at  no  pains  to  pleafe  that  King  and 
Sovereign,  to  whom  you  have  fworn  allegiance,  or  to  o« 
bey  the  command  and  dying  charge  of  your  great  Mai^ 
tcr  and  Saviour  ?  That  vile  impoftof,  iVlahomet,  for- 
bade his  difciples  to  drink  wine ;  and  this  command 
hath  been  religioufly  obferved  among  them  :  And,  (hall 
our  renowned  S.iviour,  who  is  Lord  of  angels,  and  fon 
of  the  moil  high  God,  in  join  u^  the  uf*  of  the  wine  in 
thf  facramcnt ;  and,  will  any  of  his  difciples  adventure 
to  difobey  him  ?  *<  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publifh  it  not 
in  the  ilreets  of  Aflcelon/'  Let  not  this  he  told  ^oiong 
Turks,  Jews,  Infidelo,  Atheifts,  and  the  reft  of  the  ad« 
▼erfaries  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  left  they  (hould  in- 
fult  and  triumph. 

4/i&/y,  Our  Lord  Jefus  had  a  thoufand  more  diffical- 
ties  ai:d  difcouragenient^  in  the  work  of  our  redemp- 
tion, and  yet  he  did  not  (brink  back,  as  you  do  from 
communicating.  He  never  obje£ked,  "  The  f,ra  is  deep, 
1  cannot  wade  it ;  the  crofs  is  heavy,  I  cannot  Jbcar  it ; 
the  cup  is  bitter,  1  cnnnot  drmk  it  \  the  wrath  it  terri« 
ble,  I  cannot  endure  it."  He  did  not  plead,  tho*  he  had 
caufe,  ^'  The  work  is  hard,  it  will  coft  me  dear ;  and 
I  (hall  meet  with  an  unthankful  world,  that  will  flight 
my  love,  refufe  my  offers,  and  dctfpife  my  inftitutions.'* 
No ;  he  overlooked  all  that,  and  went  cheerfully  thro' 
his  fufferings  :  "  With  defire  have  I  defired  (faith  he) 
to  eat  this  paffover,  che  cup  that  the  Father  hath  given 
me,  (hall  I  not  drink  it  ?"     When  the  Father  called 

him 
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him  to  drbk  the  very  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembling  ^ 
you,  he  readily  anfwered,  *'  Lo,  I  come)  I  delight  to  ~ 
thy  will."     But  when  he  calls  you  to  take  the  cup 
falvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  XiOrd  ^ 
grudging  and  backdrawing  is  there  with  you  ! 
Chrift  fo  great  defirc  after  the  bitter  cup  of  God's  wxsi 
on  your  «iccount  \  and  have  you  no  defire  aFrer  the  cif\ 
of  bleiling  in  the  facrament  ?     Did  he  go  fo  cheerfs^ 
to  die  for  you ;  and,  are  you  unwilling  to  go  and  feat- 
with  him  r  Be  aftoniOied,  O  heavens,  at  this  ing^ratittuk ! 
How  wretched  and  perverfe  a  creature  is  man  I  SA 
be  would  be  flying  in  the  face  of  God's  authority  z  Fcr, 
when  God  faid  to  him,  *^  Eat  not  of  this  forbiddes 
fruit  ;*'  then  he  will  needs  cat,  tho'  it  ruin  him.      Bm 
when  God  faith,  **  Eat  of  this  bread ;"  he  is  backward 
to  do  it,  tho*  it  be  for  his  eternal  welfare.     O  how  Joog 
doth  a  patient  and  merciful  God  bear  with  us  ! 

ObjeSl.  IV.  I  am  fo  dated  with  my  worldly  bufincfi, 
tliat  i  canriot  get  time  to  prepare  myfelf  in  fecret»  aod    ; 
give  fuch  attendance  in  public  as  is  needful,  and  io  I 
cannot  come. 

'^flf  l^>  Doth  not  your  buiinefs  afford  you  time  to 
eat,  drink  and  deep,  and  converfe  with  unprofit:«bie 
company ;  and,  can  you  find  no  time  to  converfe  mih 
God  in  his  ordinances,  or  to  prepare  for  meeting  and 
dwelling  with  God  throughout  eternity  ? 

2iUy^  Can  you  have  any  greater,  any  better  buCnefs  ia 
the  world,  tKan  to  rememl>er  the  love  of  a  dying  Saviour 
to  put  your  fouls  in  order  to  meet  with  him  at  his  table, 
and  there  to  feal  a  covenant  with  him,  and  receive  pledg- 
es from  him  of  his  pardoning  and  redeeming  love  ?  Is 
there  any  bufincfs  upon  earth  fo  preferable  to  this  ? 

^diy^  When  ficknefs  and  death  come,  you  mud  iin<i 
time  to  attend  them  whether  you  will  or  not  \  all  your 
bufinefs  mud  of  neceffity  give  place  to  them*  And, 
mud  you  find  time  to  be  fick  and  die,  how  foon  the  fum- 
mons  Cometh  \  and  will  you  not  find  time  in  your  health 
to  prepare  for  ficknefs  and  death  before  they  come  I 
K^w»  if  you  would  take  time  duly  to  prepare  for  the 
Lord's  fupper,  you  (hould  not  be  fouYid  unprepared  for 
death ;  for  the  fame  preparation  is  needful  for  both 
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ObjeB.  V.  But,  fay  fome,  we  arc  not'  fit  for  the 
Lord's  table,  (and  perhaps  it  is  very  true :)  Why  ?  Wc 
have  but  loofe  lives  and  converfations ;  there  is  fome  bad 
company  wc  cannot  be  free  of,  fome  fins  wc  cannot 
get  left ;  and  fo  we  cannot  come  to  the  Lord's  table. 

Arif  \Jl  God  will  furely  look  upon  it  as  no  other  than 
a  mocking  of  him,  to  fay,  you  arc  not  drefled  for  this 
feaft,  when  indeed  you  never  went  about  to  make  your- 
felves  ready.  Nay.  he  will  look  upon  it  as  the  moft  hei- 
nous wickedncfs,  for  you  to  go  on  wilfully  in  your  fins 
and  wicked  courfes,  and  then  to  make  your  fins  an  ex« 
cufe  for  the  negle£l  of  thofe  duties  he  commands  you. 

^dlj^  If  you  fay,  you  are  not  fit  for  the  Lord^s  fupper 
here;  you  muft  coufefs  you  are  lefs  fit  for  the  marriage- 
fupper  of  the  Lamb  above.  And,  how  can  you  live 
one  day  contendedly  in  that  condition  you  dare  not  ven<« 
ture  to  die  in  ;  or,  if  you  die  in  it,  you  muft  be  eter* 
nally  excluded  from  heaven  ?  Confider  then,  O  profane 
fmner,  although  you  may  now  fit  Chrift's  charming  call 
to^ome  to  his  table  and  remember  him,  you  cannot  fit 
his  alarming  call  to  come  to  his  tribunal  to  aiifwer  be« 
fore  him.  And,  how  can  you  think  to  look  upon  that 
face  with  comfort  at  that  day,  which  now  you  havclio 
pleafure  to  behold  in  the  fymbols  of  bread  and  wine  ? 

3^i^,  Let  me  aflc  thee,  O  profane  man,  do  you  intend 
to  repent  and  leave  your  fins;  or  do  you  not  ?  \{  you  do 
not  intend  it,  then  it  is  in  vain  to  treat  with  you,feeing  you 
wilfully  make  choice  of  everlafting  burnings  But  there 
arc  few  fo  gracclefs  and  wicked,  but  will  fay  tbcv  have 
intentions  to  do  it.  Well,  if  your  intentions  be  heSlrty 
and  fincerc,  furely  you  will  put  them  fpcedily  in  exe- 
cution :  And,  if.  you  do  this,  your.ob^ftion  cvanifh- 
cth ;  your  bad  life  can  no  longer  hinder  yoii  from  this 
ordinance,  feeing  all  penitent  reforming  finners  are  wel- 
come to  Chrift,  and  to  his  table  aifo,  whatever  their 
former  lives  have  been. 

OhjeEl.  VL  But  (faith  one)  I  am  not  in  charity  with  ' 
my  neighbours ;  I  am  at  variance  with  fuch  a  perfon  that 
hath  injured  me ;  and  fo  I'  cannot  come  to  the  Lord's 
table. 

Anf 
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-^^f'  l/?»  I  do  acknowledge,  the  want  of  love  to  our 
neighbours,  ahd  the  entertaining  of  angry  il rife  and  dif* 
cord  with  them^  do  very  much  difcompofe  and  unfit  us 
for  approaching  to  this  feaft  of  love  ;  and  chetefore  «e 
fhould  ufe  all  endeavours  to  remove  thefe  impedimests 
before  hand, 

idly^  Suppofe  thy  neighbour  hath  done  thee  wroogf 
and  given  you  juft  ground  of  difpleafure  with  him ;  yet 
you  ought  to  ufe  endeavours  to  get  the  difference  rc^ 
moved,  by  feeking  to  convince  him  of  his  fault,  and 
fliewing  your  readinefs  to  forgive  him,  and  be  ifcoo- 
cilcd  with  him. 

3rf/y,  Suppofe  thy  neighbour,  after  all  Chriftxan  vx^ 
thods  taken  with  him,  4)erfi(ls  in  his  injuries  willwttt 
repentance  or  reparation  \  it  is  no  uncharitabJcnefc  ^^ 
be  difpleafed  with  him,  if  thy  anger  keep   within  jufl 
bounds,  and  thou  doft  not  hate  his  perfon,  or  ftudy  n> 
vcnge  againft  him.     The  Apofilc  faith,    Eph.   iv.  2^* 
•*  Be  angry,  and  fm  not,"  whence  we  fee,  that  anpt 
may  be  Separated  from  fin.    Now,  what  is  not  fin^datfr 
not  make  us  unfit  for  this  holy  ordinance.    A  man  way 
be  innocently  angry,  when  he  is  juftly  difpleafed  wi* 
another,  both  for  ofienditig  God  and  himfeif ;  but  in  Ac 
mean  time,  is  fo  far  from  dtfiring  revenge,   or  feeking 
his  hurt,  that  he  pities  and  prays  for  the  injurious  p^* 
fon,  and  is  ready  to  render  good  for  evil.     Now,  when 
thib  is  the  cafe,  as  our  anger  or  difpleafurc  doth  not'it^ 
difpofe  us  for  the  facrament,    fo  neither  fhould  our 
neighbour's  unchriftian  behaviour  and  backwardncfs  w 
reconciliation,  deter  us  fiom  our  duty,  or  tempt  us  ta 
deprive  ourfeives  of  the  benefit  of  this  ordinance. 

/\lhly^  But  if  you  be  of  the  number  of  thole  «6o 
keep  up  quarrels  with  your  neighbours,  are  of  un^orgiT- 
ing  and  revengeful  fpirits  ;  you  are  altogether  unfif  ^^^ 
this  ordinance,  and  fhould  tremble  to  approach  it  in  ^^^^ 
a  condition ;  feeing  in  efFcft  }ou  renounce  Chrift  aS  a  Sa- 
viour, rejedt  his  cxampL^,  aT»d  dcfpifc  his  precepts,  ^^tt 
cannot  pray  as  he  dtrc6ty,  "  forgive  us  our  trcfp^ff*^^,  »8 
we  fcrgive  th-m  that  trefpafs  againft  us  •,  for  this  were 
no  other  than  a  fearful  imprecation  of  wrath  a/a'"'^ 
Vourfeives.     Would  vcu  then  have  forgivcncfs  of  th<^'^' 
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juries  you  have  done  to  God  ?  woald  you  have  this  blef- 
fing  fealed  to  you  in  the  facrament,  and  openlv  declared 
u  the  great  day?  then^be  ready  to  forgive  uiofe  that 
^rrong  youy  lay  aCde  quarrels^  aUior  revenge,  let  not 
the  fun  go  down  upon  your  wrath,  feek  peace  and 
friendfliip  with  all.  Remember,  that  thofe  who  hat- 
bour  wrath  and  malice  in  their  hearts,,  are  as  unfit  to 
app^r  at  God's  tribunal  as  at  his  table» 

ObJ€^.  yil.  "  Though  we  be  not  in  cafe  for  this,  yet 
we  refolve  to  prepare  and  go  to  the  next  communion.'* 
^/i/l  \Ji^  All  delays  in  well-doing  are  highly  dange- 
Tous,  and  particularly  in  the  prefent  cafe.  For,  1^, 
Your  lives  are  wholly  uncettain,  you  may  not  live  to 
fee  another  communion.  Many  were  alive  at  the  laO: 
communion,  that  are  now  dead,  and  fixed  in  their  eveiw 
lading  lot  \  and  manv  now  living  will,  in  all  likelihood, 
be  in  the  fame  ftate  before  the  next  communion ;  and 
you  know  not  but  you  may  be  among  them.  And,  if 
fo,  conGder  what  ftinging  refle^ons  the  flighters  of 
Chrift  and  his  inftitutioiis  will  have  through  eternity^ 
therefore  negle£l  not  the  prefent  opportunttv. 

^dly^  Though  God  (hould  fpare  you  to  iee  another 
occafion  of  this  fort,  what  ground  have  you  to  think 
you  {hall  be  more  willing  or  fit  to  communicate,  then,, 
than  at  prefent  ?  Do  you  not  know  that  by  delays  the 
heart  is  ftill  the  more  hardened,  and  the  habits  of  fin 
the  more  ftrcngthened  ?  And,  if  you  refufe  to  hearken 
to  God's  call  now,  he  may  refufe  to  hear  your  cry  a& 
terward,  Zech.  vii.  13. 

OhjeB*  yill. ''  But,  fay  fome  fcrupulous  and  doubting 
fouls,  this  is  an  awful  and  tremendous  ordinance  :  and 
it  is  not  fafe  for  fuch  poor,  unworthy,  an^  unprepared 
creatures  as  we  are,  to  meddle  with  it*" 

Anj\  iji%  It  is  very  ordinary  for  people  to  run  into 
extremes  about  this  ordinance.  Either  they  entertain 
too  low  an  opinion,  or  elfe  they  have  too  frightful 
thoughts  of  it :  And  both  thcfe  are  to  be  equally  guard- 
ed againft.  Remember,  that  the  facramenc  was  not  in* 
iUtttted  to  terrify  believers,  but  to  bring  them  into  con« 
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retfe  and  fatmiSartly  with  their  Lord  and  SaTionr,  aod 
to  ^fiire  them  the  tokens  and  intimations  of  his  lore 
And  "o^hy  fhoiild  a  feaft  of  loft  be  terrible  to  os  ? 

idh^  Etcry  man,  in  a  legal  fen fe,  is  nnwortiy  to  ap- 
proach to  this  holy  table  t  We  are  att  as  an  ancfean 
thing,  and  out  righteoufncffi  is  as  filthy  rags  before 
God.  Bat  he  is  gracionfly  pleafed  to  accept  of  them 
v^ho  abhor  themfehres  for  their  pollutioo,  and  feek  ftd- 
ter  under  the  covert  of  Ghrift's  righteoufneis. 

%dl%  How  long  will  ye  make  uic  of  this  excufcof  nn- 
fitncfs  and  nnpreparednefe  ?  Do  ye  intend  to  do  it  all 
your  days  ?  Or,  will  It  be  of  any  ufe  to  jou  when  yw 
are  called  xa  die  ?  When  God  commands  you  to  die, 
will  you  have  confidence  to  fay.  Lord,  1  cannot  obey 
at  this  time,  for  I  am  not  prepared  ?  No,  no ;  it  wmM 
be  in  vain  then  to  hang  back,  feeing  death  will  notfparc 
when  it  gets  commiflion,  whether  prepared,  or  unprt- 
pared.  Would  you  not,  therefore,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  fct 
about  immediate  preparation,  and  do  what  you  areabk 
to  get  yourfclvcs  prepared  for  death  ?  So  do  m  Ais  cafe : 
When  Chrift commands  you  to  come  tohis  table,  though 
matters  be  fadly  out  of  order  with  you,  yet  fet  aboot 
the  work  in  obedience  to  his  command,  prepare  vhat 
ye  are  able,  and  look  to  him  for  ftrength,  who  pities  the 
weak,  and  accepts  of  fincere  mints  at  duty. 

OhjtH.  IX. "  But  (fome  may  infift  to  fay)  we  arc  no- 
worthy  ;  for  we  have  not  only  many  defe£ts  in  our  lives, 
but  aifb  many  inward  diftempers,  heart-plagues,  bavd- 
nefs,  deadnefsy  darknefs,  prevailing  conuptions,*  &c. 

^^f*  l^>  No  wonder  you  complain  of  many  diftem- 
pers, when  you  refufe  the  means  of  healing.  May  not 
God  look  upon  it  as  diffimulation,  to  complain  of  the 
hardnefs  of  your  heart,  whilfe  you  come  not  to  apply  the 
blood  of  Chrift  to  foften  it  j'or  of  the  prevailing  of  your 
corruptions,  ivhiJc  you  come  not  tp  Chrift's  crofs  to  fub- 
due  them.  No  wonder  that  God  withdraw  from  ycur 
fouls,  when  you  withdraw  from  your  duty.  No  won- 
der you  are  ftrangers  to  fpiriiual  joy,  when  you  will  not 
come  to  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation.  No 
M'onder  you  complain  of  the  weakncfs  of  grace,  when 

you 


ycm  will  not  make  uie  of  the  nttn%  for  ftren^dlening 
it.  Many  have  found  at  thu  ordinance  a  cure  for  all 
their  difeafes,  a  lupply  to  all  their  wants,  and  ananfwer 
to  all  their  obmplaints. 

ad^f  Btttdy  to  do  your  part  by  ierious  (irq)aration, 
and  you  may  expe£i  God  will  not  fail  to  do  his  pat t : 
Spread  out  your  (ore*  and  difeafcsbe£orc  the  great  Phy- 
fician,  and  look  unto  him  for  healing ;  prefs  throU|j;h  all 
doubts  and  difcourageoientft  towards  him|  believing  you 
fbiil  be  healedf  if  you  can  but  touch  the  t)em  of  liifi  gar.- 
ment-  if  you  (inoerely^  heartily,  and  toipartially,  repent 
of  all  known  fins,  and  rely  on  Jc£us  Chrift  for  mercy 
and  pardon,  you  have  no  reafon  to  qoeftion  but  you 
(hall  he  welcome  guefte  at  the  Lord's  table,  although  you 
find  in  your  hearts  many  indrmities  and  plaguef^  and 
19  your  live^  many  de£e^«  and  (hott-coiniiigs. 

O^eSi.  X.  **  But  (fay  ibme)  that  word  damnation  frighta 
ua,  I  Cor.  si.  29.  It  is  terrible  to  eat  and  drink  danina* 
tion  to  ourfelves,  as  unworthy  conunianicants  dp." 

Anf*  it  is  very  true,  unworthy  eooimnnieanta  are  lia- 
able  to  damnation  v  but  fo  alfo  are  all  other  finnere : 
Wfaofoe\vsr  hears  the  word  nnworthily,  or  prays  uowor** 
tUly^  incurs  the  peril  of  daninatioo,  as  well  as  he  that 
communicates  itQwofthily ;  and  ,yet  you  do  not  think 
you  ought  to  de£ft  from  hearing  or  praying  on  that  ac« 
count,  and  why  only  from^omnuinicating  ?  Every  fin^ 
indeed^  is  damning  in  its  own  saturc*  and  ip  is  iui  wor- 
thy receiving  in  a  fpecial  manner :  But  fincere  repeat*' 
ing  and  believing  in  Chrift  is  an  expedient  againft  this 
as  well  as  other  fins  ;  for  ^  tiie  blood  of  Chrif  eleauCeth 
us  iirpm  all  fia6«^ 

OijeB.  XL  ^  We  are  afraid  (fay  fome)  to  come  and 
enter  into  covenant  with  God,  and  take  on  vows  at  the 
liord's  table,  left  we  do  not  keep'them«  bot  fall  again 
into  new  fins,  and  fo  increafc  our  guilt." 

Anf.  \fi^  if  it  were  left,  as  a  matter  of  indifference^ 
to  come  to  or  abfent  yourfelves  from  the  Lord's  table, 
as  you  pleafed,  your  objedion  might  be  pertinent^ 
bat  remcmberi  this  is  a  duty  injoined  under  the  high* 

eft 
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eft  patn8.  Tou  fee  what  fearful  deftru&ion  came  ^ 
on  them  that  refufed  to  come  to  the  maniage-foppa, 
Matt.  xzii.  7* 

2dly^  It  is  good  always  to  be  jealous  olF  oarfdTes ;  for 
we  \xdvt  good  leafon  for  it,  confidering  the  decehfvl- 
nefs  of  our  hearts.  But  this  fliould  not  keep  us  from 
the  ordinance^  or  make  us  to  negle^l  our  duty 

^d/y^  Breach  of  vowsy  or  fins  committed  after  a  b- 
cramenty  though  they  be  of  greater  guilt  than  other  fixui 
yet  we  are  not  to  judge  them  unpardonable ;  for,  viio 
IS  it  that  liveth  and  finneth  not  ?  Such  a  notion  pa- 
haps  hath  pollefred  the  ignorant  Mufcovites,  who  eo- 
deavour  to  fall  afleep  as  foon  as  they  have  recei?ed  ihc 
factamentyto  prevent,  by  that  means,  any  occafi^n  of  fio. 

4My,  There  is  ground  to  fufpe^i,  that  this  excufecr 
pretence  is  not  real  with  many  \  but  rather,  that  they 
are  unwilling  to  come  under  new  bonds  and  engago- 
ments  to  a  holy  life.  They  entertain  fome  afiedion  to 
their  old  fins,  and  are  not  willing  to  renounce  them  al- 
together, and  prepare  fincerely  for  this  holy  ordioancc 

5/^/jr,  If  you  be  fo  much  afraid  of  fin,  and  of  finning 
after  tlie  facrament  ^  why  are  you  not  afraid  of  this  fia 
of  negle£^ing  the  facrament,  which  I  (hewed  before  to 
be  very  heinous  ?  Now,  why  <lo  you  live  in  this  Gn  ib 
quietly  !  Surely,  if  you*  were  afraid  of  all  fin,  yoa 
would  be  afraid  of  this  heinous  fin  too ;  and  fo  would 
make  confcience  of  preparing  yourfelves  for  the  Lord's 
table,  that  you  might  be  preferved  from  the  guilt  of 
flighting  this  folemn  ordinance. 

Lqftlyi  Confider  you  are  not  to  vow  and  engage  hoe 
in  your  own  ilrength,  but  in  the  ftrength  of  tl^  Ixffd 
Jefus  \  you  are  to  truft  and  rely  upon  him,  '*  who  per- 
formeth  all  things  for  us,"  Pfal.  Iviii.  a.  for  he  is  be* 
come  furety  for  our  duty,  as  well  as  for  our  debt.  Now, 
whatever  be  our  own  weakncfs,  we  (hould  not  fcruplc 
to  engage  with  fuch  an  able  furety. 


Direct. 


I>ireft»  III.       Of  Frequent  Communicating*  34t 

Df RBCT.  III.  Beltere  and  be  pcrfoaded,  that  comtna- 
nicating  is  not  only  a  duty,  but  that  it  is  a  duty  in-* 
cumbcnt  Upon  you  to  communicate  frequently. 

BAPTISM  being  a  facrament  appointed  for  the  ini- 
tiation and  implantation  of  believers  into  the  church, 
it  is  to  be  received  but  once  by  the  fame  perfon,  and  not 
to  be  reiterated  :  But  the  Lord's  fupper  being  a  facra- 
ment inftituted  for  the  nutrition,  increment,  and  growth 
of  believers,  it  is  often  to  be  received  and  repeated  by 
th^m.     And  this  may  be  confirmed  by  many  reafons.: 

I.  ''  Frequent  partaking  of  the  Lord's  fupper  is  in- 
joined  by  the  fame  authority  v/hich  inftituted  it."     For 
Chrift  tells  us,  that  we  are  not  only  to  eat  of  this  breads 
and  drink  of  this  cup,  but  we  are  to  do  it  o/ifn  ;  as  is 
recited  by  the  apoftle,  i  Cor.  xi.  25.  "  This  do  ye,  as 
oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me."    And  again, 
ver.  a6.  **  As  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this 
cup,  ye  do  (liew  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come."    Now, 
when  our  Lord  doth  exprefsly  command  the  duty  in  thefe 
words.  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me  ;  and  doth  twice 
over  an^ez  the  word  often,  as  neceflary  in  th<i  doing 
of  it ;  it  is  all  one  as  if  he  had  faid.  Do  this  often  in  r r- 
membranee  of  me.     So  that  for  Chriftians  to  communU 
cate  feldom,  is  difobedience  to' Chrift,  and  a  contempt 
of  Divine  authority  :  For  our  Redeemer  is  God,  and  we 
are  to  look  upon  his  commands  as  the.  fame  with  the 
commands  of  God  the  Father,  feeing  he  approved  of  our 
Mediator,  and  of  every  thing  he  did.    Had  not  his  \x-^ 
fiitutions  been  agreeable  to  his  Fathcr^s  will,  he  had  not 
been  fo  welcomed  at  his  return  to  heaven,  and  advanced 
to  fuch  royal  dignity  to  fit  upon  his  throne  of  glory. 

IL  '*  In  obedience  to  Chtift's  authority,  the  apoftles 
and  primitive  Chriftians,  did  frequently  partake  of  the 
Lord's  fupper ;"  yea,  it  was  their  ordinary  pra^lice  every 
Lord's  day,  as  is  evident  from  AGts  xx.  7.  *'  And,  up* 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  when  the  difciples  came 
together  to  break  bread,  Faul  preached  to  them.''  The 
Chriftians  there^  are  brought  in  as  meeting  together  for 

partaking 
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partaking  of  the  facramenty  (which  is  oft  cxpreffcd  by 
bxeaking  of  bread)  without  any  previous  wambg,  be* 
caufe  it  was  their  ordinary  cuflom  fo  to  do.     And  tbis 
pndice  was  kept  up  in  the  church  for  feveral  centiines 
after  the  apcfllcs  death,  as  is  teftified  by  the  hifiorani 
and  fathers  of  the  ancient  church.     And,  from  tbeir 
pra£tice  of  con  ft  ant  .breaking  of  bread  erery  Lord's  diy, 
the  day  was  anciently  called  Dies  panss,  Augttfi.  £0* 
118.     And  diis  primitive  practice  (according  to  (om) 
was  grounded  upon  the  word,  £zek.  xliiL  29.  *'  And 
when  thefc  days  are  expired,  it  fliail  be  on  the  ci^kb 
day,  and  fo  forward,  the  praefts  (hall  make  your  burnt- 
offerings  Open  tlie  altar,  ^nd  your  peace- ofierings,  and 
I  will  accept  you,  faith  the  Lord  God/'    Now,  this 
•  vifion  containing  a  prophetical  defcription  of  the  gof- 
pel  times,  and  of  the  ceafing  of  the  ceremonial  hiw 
ior  daily-iacrifices,  by  the  eighth  day  they  underftaad 
ihe  Lord's  day,   as   being  the  eighth  day  {oHowfing 
uftm  the  fevcnth,  viz»  the  Jewi^  fabbath,  in  room 
vbcrcof  it  was  to  fucceed.     By  burnt^cfBBni]^  ck 
Lord's  fupper,  as  being  the  remembrance  of  the  gitat 
bomt-offeting,  whereby  our  peace  was  made*    Bj 
Inrot'offeringa,  prayer,   and  tnankfgiving,  which  »c 
called  facrificcs,  Hebrews  lisL  1 5,  and  are  the  proper 
work  of  every  Lord's  day.    The  primitive  Chriftian* 
were  pccnltarly  fond  of  the  Lord's  fupper ;  when  tbey 
bad  the  opportunity  of  a  public  aflembly,  though  opo0 
a  week  day,  (as  ieveials  do  ob&rve  from  AAs  ii«  4^*) 
tkey  could  not  think  of  parting  till  they  had  celebf»tcd 
dke  memorials  of  Chrift's  dying  loTC,    They  recboc* 
fUs  piece  of  worOiJp  a  principal  part  of  the  ChriiUao  r^ 
Kgpon,  which,  in  a  manner,  doth  comprehend  sU  otbtr 
pans  of  it,  and  is  an  epitome  of  the  wboie.    Thf y  ^' 
counted  it  a  chief  means  of  conveying  to  thew  tb^  *^'' 
mSts  of  their  Redeemer's  death.    And  they  would  sot 
flight  the  occafioo  of  taking  this  provifion  and  iniUtafm 
in  thefc  (lormy  times,  when  tlief  knew  not  but  ttey 
might  be  fnatched  sway  by  the  fury  of  perfccuton  bC" 
fore  the  next  day  cf  public  meeting. 

III.  «  The  Lord's  fupper  was  appointed  fbi  Aecomj 
memoratton  of  the  death  and  fufferings  of  Chrifti  ^^^ 
of  his  love  to  us  manifefted  therein  5"  and  therefore  vc 
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ought  frequently  to  celebrate  it  for  that  0nd,    Though 

gratitude  to  a  merciful  God,  and  love  tohimthatlomt 

U3»  and  wa(he(f  ud  in  his  blood,  Oiould  engage  us  coii'^ 

ftantly  to  remember  redeeming  love :  yet,  ala«  !  we  are 

naturally  unmindful  of  God,  ungrateful  to  Chrift  our  Sif* 

▼iour,  and  apt  to  forget  hi$  matchlefs  love  :  And  there* 

fore  ve  frequently  need  this  help  (which  he  of  purpofe 

hath   inftituted)  to  renew  our  remembrance  'of  him. 

Say  not,  you  can  remember  Chrift-  frequently  without 

this  ;  for  this  were  to  make  yourfelves  wif^  than  the 

inftltuter  of  this  ordinance.     Befides,  may  not  «xpe* 

rience  tell  you  what  faint  thoughts  and  lanf^ruid^rcmem- 

brance  you  ordinarily  hare  of  him,  notwithftandtng  oC 

the  word,  read  and  preached,  until  this  folemn  orcti^^ 

nance  doth  return  and  revive  the  memory  of  his  loret 

and  fix  your  thoughts  more  folemnly  upon  him.     Ah  I 

the  body  of  death  doth  hinder  us  from  remembering  the 

luord  of  life.     It  is  not  fufficient  to  commemorate  hit 

love  once  a- year;  there  ought  to  be  a  conftanc  and  hm» 

bttual  remembering  of  our  Redeemer's  deatli»  and  thi# 

habit  muft  be  acquired  by  frequent  and  reiterated  «At 

of  communi/cating.     But  fuppofing  we  would  remenii* 

ber  hitn  without  mis ;  yet  furely  it  would  be  bafe  ingn* 

titude  to  neglc£l  to  remember  him  in  his  own  methods 

and  by  the  means  of  his  own  chufing,  when  he  ihight 

'  haVe  put  far  harder  conditions  upon  us. 

IV.  •*  Chrift  hath  appointed  thisfacrament  as  a  fptritutl 
meal  for  the  nourifhment  and  ftrength  of  his  people,  and 
for  the  growth  and  increafe  of  their  graces  :**  And  thei^ 
fore  It  ought  to  be  frequently  received.  Meals  for  die 
nouriftiment  of  our  bodies  muft  be  often  repeated,  be- 
canfe  of  the  frequent  recurring  of  our  needs ;  we  ate 
all  fo  fenfible  of  it,  that  we  do  not  refufe  to  come  fio» 
quently  to  our  ftated  meals  :  And  though  it  be  not  told 
us  how  often  we  (houtd  eat  and  drink,  yet  our  cr.iviag 
appetites^  and  the  fenfe  of  our  want  of  food  and  ftrengchy 
are  fufficient  to  dircA  in  this  matter.  And,  (houid  not 
tlic  fenfc  of  our  fouls  need  of  fpiritual  food  and  ftrengtk 
direft  us  to  frequency  in  communicating  i  Wc  arc  in 
•  a  journey,  and  wc  need  ftrcngth  to  go  forward.  We 
arc  weak  of  ourfclvcs,  and  the  bcft  arc  liable  to  frequent 

decays 


SfO  Offriqutnt  O^mmu$icoung,        Bircd.  IIL 

dfcays  of  grace,  and  we  have  all  need  of  frequent  fop* 
plies  of  (Irength,  to  enable  us  to  perform  dutiesj  bear 
crofies,  reGil  enemies,  and  beat  down  lulls :  And,  cos- 
fequently,  we  have  frequent  need  of  this  quickening,  le- 
ftoringf  and  ftrengthening  meal,  which  Chrift  hath  gn- 
cioufly  provided  ^r  us  in  this  ordinance.  It  is  hereby 
that  faith  is  (Irengthened,  repentance  renewed,  love  in- 
flamed, defire  {harpened,  and  the  foul  encouraged  and 
confirmed  in  the  ways  of  God. 

V.  **  This  ordinance  was  inilituted  for  bringing  » 
to  near  communion  with  God ;"    and  therefore  Ao«U 
be  frequently  celebrated  and  attended  by  us.   Hence  it 
is  that  we  call  it  the  communion^  according  to  tbat 
word,  I.  Cor.  X.   i6.     And,  as  the  Apoftle  tdU  w 
there,  ver.  19.  20.  that  the  partaking  of  things  facrifi- 
ced  to  idols,  was  a  feliowihip  with  devils  ;  fo  here  die 
partaking  of  that  which  was  facrificed  to  God,  is  a  fd- 
lowHiip  with  God.     In  this  ordinance  there  is  nwf 
communion  to  be  had  with  God,  than  in  any  odieri 
more  than  in  prayer  or  praife  :  For  wc  have  not  fonear 
communion  with  a  prince  or  great  man,  by  petitioning 
him,  or  returning  him  thanks  for  a  favour  received,  « 
we  have  by  fitting  with  him  at  his  table,  and  partakiif 
of  the  fame  bread,  and  the  fame  cup  with  him-    '^  ^ 
here  that  believers  fit,  feaft,  and  converfc  famiiiarly«"a 
Jefus  Chrift.     Chrift  was  **  made  known  to  the  difo- 
pies  in  the  breaking  of  bread,"  though  they  knew  him 
not  before  in  the  opening  of  the  fcriptures,  Luke  xxi^* 
30.  31.    Now,  if  it  be  our  duty  to  feek  frequent  conh- 
munion  and  converfe  with  God,  and  frequent  views  and 
difcoveries  of  Jefus  Chrift,  then,  furely,  it  is  our  duty. 
to  make  frequent  approaches  to  the  Lord's  table.    "^ 
we  think  that  we  can  too  oft  behold  a  crucified  Jew*  • 
Can  we  too  oft  clafp. about  our  bleeding  high  P^'^^' 
Can  we  too  oft  hear  the  mufic  of  his  voice,  or  fee  ^^ 
beauty  of  his  face  ?  Surely,  if  we  Jove  him,  we  will  <Jc- 
fire  frequently  to  be  in  thofe  ways  where  we  may  w^ 
with  him. 

VI.  "  This  facrament  is  an  excellent  mean  for  (fl^ 
weakening  of  fin,  and  keeping  it  under  ;**  and  therefore 
we  ftiould  frequently  attend  it.  The  foul  is  moft  ^^^ 
mated  and  refolved  againft  fin^  when  it  fees  God's  vra^ 


dtad  indignation  mahifcfted  againft  it :  Now^  whctQ  can 
we  behold  this  fo  well  as  in  this  ordinanicc»  which  r^pr&> 
ifents  the  dreadful  a^nies  and  fufiTertngs  of  Chrift  our 
furety  ?  Here  we  may  fee  Chriii  facrificed  tojufticct  Oi^ 
▼crwnelmed  with  blood,  made  a  curfc,  and  bearing  all 
Aat  >vrath  and  venf^eance  which  the  law  threatened  fot 
fin*      The  fouls  looking  upon  Chrifl  here^doth  open  the 
fprini;  of  forrow  fot  fin,  Zech.  zii.  10.     Our  frequent 
approaches  to  a  wounded  Saviour  here,  do  kindle  Are* 
qocnt  relbhitions  againft  (ih  that  pierced  himi  and  make 
us  look  and  cry  to  him  for  grac^  to  fubdue  it.  Now,  this 
is  what  we  are.conftantly  needing  :  For  there  is  ftill  a 
root  of  bitteriiefs  iii  us»  always  fprouting  up ;  bt(t  fre- 
quent approaches  to  this  ordinance  do  contribute  to  curb 
and  crop  it.    Sins  and  lufts  of  themfelves  are  apt  to  re- 
Tive  and  gather  ftrength,  but  the  iacramental  cup  is 
jkttfon  to  chemi    Do  you  think^  then,  that  we  can  too 
oft  take  this  cup  into  our  hands»  or  put  our  hands  into 
Chrilt's  wpundss  or  take  a  view  of  the  fin-killing  blood  ? 
.  VII.  ^  This  ordinance  is  a  choice  mean  for  ftrength- 
ening  our  faith  In  the  promifesi  and  confirming  us  in  • 
the  fenfe  of  Chrift's  love  f  and  therefore  it  ihould  be  fre*^ 
quentiy  celebrated.    It  Was  upon  this  account,  that  {o 
great  joy  and  gladnels  did  attend  the  keeping  of  the  pat 
lover  of  old,  2  Ghron.  xxx.  21   26.   It  was  the  frequent* 
breaking  of  bread,  that  made  the  primitive  Chriftians  to 
connnue  in  their  gladnefs  of  heart,  Afis  ii  46;  And  no 
wonder  a  man's  heart  be  glad,  ;ind  be  encouraged  to 
go  on  bis  way  rejoicing,  when  he  gets,  a  rxea^  feal  of  hitf 
pardon  and  peace  with  God.    We  fjreqUently  contract 
guilt,  and  thereby  Uot  our  evidences)  and  difturb  our 
peace ;  and  therefore  we  need  to  come  frequently  to  tUs 
'  ordinance^  to  get  the  biood  of  fprinUing  applied,  for  re* 
moving  our-guilft«  cleahni;:  our  dvidenciis,  f^ing  our 
peace,  aind  renewing  ourjjoyi    It  \t  matter  of  joy  to  fee 
the  rainbow  appearing  frequently  irt  the  dloud^.as  a  fign 
of  God's  minding  his  covenant,  and  fecuring  the  world 
againil  a  deftroying  deluge :  In  like  manner,  it  fliduld  re<^ 

C'  ce  the  heart,  and  ftrengthen  faith,  frequently  to  be« 
Id  Ais  facramcnt^  which  (like  the  raiabdw  in  the 
\oU  I*  3  B  €louds> 
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dcMkk)  is  %  fign  of  God's  *frctirtng  tbs  belicfiRg  wcM 
againft  tke  o=rtriowttig  flood  of  Ck)df«  wratlu 

Vlir.  «<  We  needfreqticmlytheinfluciiaeBof  thelis- 
ly  Spirit,**  and  diertlbre  Aiould*ooni€  fteqoei^  to  dot 
drdinfmce.  For,  in  this  facramcrit  it  is  ivoft  iikdydiae 
the  Spirit  ii^lll  work  and  exert  hicnfeif ;  'when  the  eflke 
of  the  Spirit,  and  end  of  the  mftitutioRt,  do  me«t  and 
agree  in  one.  The  ofiice  of  the  Spirit  is  to  bm|r  tfaii^ 
to  our  remembrance,  and  the  chief  <drfi&;iia  of  tbiioidi- 
nancc  i*  to  bring  h  crucified  Jefiit,  and  hit  love  and  kt' 
fetingSi  to  romc^rance  \  now,  fupely  it  is  the  moft  tike* 
ly  time  for  the  holy  Spirit  to  come  atideaEeK€ifefabUe& 
fed  fun£Hant  and  join  in  with  the  end  of  the  facrameot 
Hither,  then,  (honld  becalmed  fo«da  frequently  repnri 
and  watt  for  the  Spirit^  %^^^ 

I  might  add  many  other  argaments,  but  fuicly,  if  «e 
had  a  due  fenfe  of  our  fouls  nece^Mesi  w«  Ihoidd  seed 
no  more  to  convince  ua  of  the  neoeiOity  of  fraifoaic 
communicating.  Do  not  we  firei  our  needs  frequently 
recurrii^,  our  graces  languiflnng,  faith  weakenings  Isre 
cooling,  affedlons  turning  dead?  Are  we  not  apt  fee- 
quentiy  to  grow  cold  and  fannal  in  hearing  ana  pfs]^ 
ingy  yea,  dtUl  and  lukewarm  in  all  our  penbnnanees' 
And,  have  we  not  frequent  need  of  ild$  levivlm  aid 
enlivening  ordinance,  to  recruit  us  wiA  now  ftreiig;di 
and  quickening  ?  But,  aias  !  we  hare  little  fenf^  of  oar 
fools  wants^  and  Htle  fenib  of  our  Savioui^s  love  ^  odttp- 
wifc  we  would  not  be  fo  unwillit^  frequently  to  re- 
member fach  an  incooiparable  Friend  and  Beoefador, 
.  who  tool;  our  fins  upon  himfelf^  and  caik  qpoo  us  die 
robe  of  his  tighteouftiefS'  Did  primitive  Ouiftiaiis 
think  once  a  week  little  enough  to  conunemoraie  Ui 
love  \  and  ft^all  modem  Chriftians  reckon  once  a-ycaf 
fuAcient?  Is  this  our  kindne&  to  the  always  iovc^  simI 
loving  Jefus  i  O  will  we  not  Temefnbor  linaa  ireqaist* 
ly,  who  remembers  believers  porp^tAaliy  i 

Objtil.  L  <<  But  (fay  feme)  the  zeal  and  devotion  d 
^  apoftolic  age  is  now  gone^  tnd  Chriftians  are  ^- 

come 
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«otn^  ncMre  caoreMs  nid  Btmiit  fai  fc%»«ff  duties^  tWi 
lA  thofe  da]r%  and  fat  are  unfit  far  ficqaeiltpiitakiAgtf 
Am  faihmn  qrditiancc^ 

41^11^  i^»  I  grsDMv  indecdt  the  firft  Gbriflotfis  vere  ^ 
ntmatcd  ^th  more  life  and  k>vei  and  werfe  habitoaHy  to 
a  betttr  frame  fcir  tfate  lotc-fteaft,  than,  aias  !'  the  aMlft 
nf  us  are :  Yet»  I  am  p6vf«adedy»yoia  1^  n^£  deAy  brii: 
we  are  under  the  fame  oblif;ations  of  love  and  gratitude 
to  our  dying  Redeemtgr  that  tlwy  yert»  itd  have  as 
mufih  need  et  the  frcfocflrt  afipliealioR  ef  kt^bleod^  and 
of  a  confirmed  intercft  in*  his  meritorious  deaid^  as  my 
kad.     Aiid,  fecio|^  emi  aMif^tkuis  and-  etigencie^  are 
the  Cimey  our  <ft8feri(ig  fo  widdy  £roas  riteiif  ]^a£Hce 
jSasiaot  be  jnftiiied. 
-  ^d/f.  The  ancil^^t  chureb  did  Mkiw^  At  example  of 
the   Apoftolic  age,  in  commuateatinff  ganeraUy  every 
LonPs  day»  for  fevjend  hundreds  of  years  aft^r  <the  A^ 
.poftlcs  days ;  as  might  he  teade  appear^  bymonjl  quota- 
tions (if  it  were  needful)  out  af  the  hiftortfis  aed  wrii- 
inga  of  Et^biusi  SotraieSy  Cyprkm^  Cbrjf^ftpm^  Ambrofk^ 
Aftfgiiflim^  and  many  othtfts  of  the  aneidni  firfien.     As 
the  Uood  of  Cbfift  is  as  freOi  and  efficacious  xh  the  pro- 
fent,  as^he  firft  ccntutiesof  the  chureh ;  fo  it  fbbuld  he 
as  dear  and  pieeioos  to  Chriftiaas  in  thiaaa  iAy  former 
age. 

^dly.  It  is  moft  fad  that  Ckriftiatts  fliduid  be  foeofy 
aadev  the  decay  ctf  ^tf  and  lore  to  a  cnkei&d  Jrfus> 
that  is  fo  vifiUe  in  tfaefe  hitter  daya  Shoaid  not  the 
coniidefatien  heteef  be  ohatcer  of  bitter  lamentation  aad 
eompiaint  to  all  the  lovers  of  Ghrift^  and  pui!  us  incfff- 
lustly  to  ery  to  hearea^  ^*  Wilt  thou  not  receive  as  a« 
-faift  }  Renew  ouev  days  as  of  eld." 

M^thl^y  Is  there  not  ground  to  think>  that*  the  decay  df 
piety  and  ChriAiao  love^  in  ear  days,  is  mu^h  oaring  lb 
the  negle£k  and  unftequeat  ufe  of  this  faai'^mckchka^ 
ordinaBce  ?  No  amnder  that  out  hearts  tarn  bar^^  when 
we  fo  feldom  Iiava  recouirfe  to  Ghrlft'sUood  for  fofteii- 
lag  thenit  that  oar  graees'grow  weak  and  attthered«>#ki^ 
we  fo  litde  ufe  Chrift^s  appointad  maaakl  for  chfiritfhiiig 
aad  Orengtheningthem  \  and  thatwd  hate  but  little  of  the 
fnileaof  his  face^.wheawefo  little  rcgai^rhisdyuqpnMFds, 
j^  B  a  Ircqucni 
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Frequent  ^ommiiliicating  in  Chrift's  own  way  and  me* 
thod,  nMght  be  a  mean,  througb  his  blefling,  to  rente 
decayed  religion,  to  keep  (in  under  conftanr  rebukes  and 
difgnice»  and  Chrift  in  continual  efteem  and  refped  a- 
mong  U6-  This  might  contribute  to  cure  and  prevent 
that  forn^ality  in  duty>  carckfihefs  of  fpirit«  and  forget- 
Calnefe  of  Chrift,  which  fo  wofully  prevails  in  our  laouL 

ObjeB.  II.  **  If  we  communfcate  as  often  as  n« 
urge  U6|  we  ave  afraid  frequency  will  breed  formality 
in  this  duty. 

Anf.  \fi^  Tbe  Apoftles  and  prinnitiveChriftians  foand 
no  fuch  bad  efFeA  of  their  frequent  partaking ;  but  weit 
farther  from  formality,  and  far  more  ferious,  feirait^ 
and  fpiritual  in  this  duty,  than  thofe  Chriftians  whoaow 
pirtake  but  once  a- year. 

'  lilj^  Our  formality  in  attending  t)&is  ordinance  is  no> 
wife  chargeable  upon  the  inftttution  of  Chrifti  or  its  fre- 
quent adminiftration ;  but  upon  the  corruption  and  care- 
leifnefs  of  our  hearts,  which  all  Chriftians  fliould  cait- 
f  ully  watch  and  wreftle  againft,  and  labour  in  the  ftrengdi 
of  Chrift,  fo  oft  as  they  partake,  to  prepare  for  it  wkk 
all  ferioufnefs  and  folemnity. 

3i//)r,  Were  this  a  good  reafbn  againil  frequency  ifl 
this  duty,  it  might  be  pleaded  againft  frequency  in  ^ 
ther  duties  alfo  \  and  ib  we  (hould  feldom  read  or  bear 
the  wordt  feldom  meditate  on  God,  pray,  or  (ing  pfalnSi 
left  frequency  (hould  beget  formality  dierein.  But  it 
is  a  bad  way  of  arguingi  to  fay,  becaufe  frequency  is 
prayer,  hearing,  pr  communicating,  may  occafion  for* 
inality  and  heart- wanderbgs,  therefore  I  will  frldom 
pray,  &c.  No ;  the  inference  Qiquld  rather  be,  Tbei^ 
fore  I  will  watch  over  my  heart  more  carefully,  I  will 
look  for  the  renewed  influences  of  the  Spirit,  and  ftrire 
to  be  more  finceie  and  fervent  in  duty. 

4/^i^,  Though  frequency  in  partaking  fhould  bare  a 
bad  zmQ,  on  fome,  yet  it  hath  and  will  have  a  good  ef* 
itOi  upon  others,  wno  make  confcience  of  preparing  for 
the  duty.  Inftead  of  breeding  formality,  it  doth  l^ 
the  greater  liveltnefs  and  (jpirituaiity  in  them,  and  nife 

their  appetite  the  more  after  the  heavenly  manna,   b 

.  ■  .  is 
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ii  certtin*  .the  oftener  we  carefully  and  believinniy 
communicatCy  the  better  difpofed  .we  (hail  be  for  new 
approaches. 

Ob;<ff.  III.  '<  The  Jews  did  partake  of  the  paffinrer 
only  once  in  the  year." 

jin/d  God  fixed  the  paflbver  to  a  certain  day  of  the 

year^  to  mind  them  of  their  temporal  deliverance  from 

£ffyp(»  as  well  as  of  their  future  redemption  by  the 

Mcifiah's  death  at  that  lime  ;  and  therefore  it  was  an- 

nunl.     But»  befides  that,  they  had  their  daily  facri^ces 

of  ilain  beafts  in  the  temple,  which  were  lively  types  of 

Chrift,  and  a  remembrance  to  them  of  his  death ;.  fo  that 

the  Jews  did  not  need  fuch  a  frequent  celebration  of  the 

paflbver  for  that  end*     But  in  the  new-teftament  church 

Chrift  hath  fettled  only  his  fupper  as  the  great  ordinance 

of  commemoration  of  his  death  and  fuficrmes;  and 

therefore  we  ought  not  to  confine  ourfelves  to  the  Jews 

annual  cuftom  :  Nay,  on  the  contrary^  Chriftians  ntiw, 

to  whom  Chrift  hath  made  fuch  bright  difcoveries  of 

his  loT0,  in  fiicrificing  himfelf  upon  a  crdfs  for  their  (aU 

Tation>  (hould  far  exceed  the  Jews  (who  lived  in  fuch 

dark  times)  in  exprcfling  love  to  their  Saviour,  and  in 

celebrating  the  memorials  of  his  love  to  them.    The 

loTe  of  the  primitive  Chriftians  was  fo  warm  this  way» 

that  they  thought  themfelves  bound  to  celebrate  their 

Gofpel^paiTover  in  remembrance  of  a  crucified  Chrift 

once  a«week|  v^hich  the  Jews  did  but  once  a^year* 

Olyea.  IV.  «  But,*'  faith  one,  "  my  bufincfs  and  cal- 
ling in  the  world  is  fuch,  that  I  have  not  liberty  for  irom 
'  quent  communicating^  neither  have  I  occafions  near  me 
for  doing  it.** 

jin/*  ijlf  I  grant  that  all  men  cannot  communicate  a^ 
like  often,  feeing  the  worldly  calling  and  affaits  of  one 
man  do  adminifter  more  diftra&ioil  than  thofe  of  ano- 
ther !  And  fome  cannot  command  their  time  fo  much 
as  others. 

7  My,  People  (bould  do  what  lies  in  them  to  order 
their  affairs  fo  beforehand,  that  they  may  have  freedom 
(pr  fre(|uent  eommuntcating.    But  if  perfons  have  bu- 

finefc 


3^6  OfFrifmmi  CBmmmatmwi,       ISreA.  TtL 

fineft  brought  on  tisem,  not  by  themfelfes,  but  I9  tbe 
pcovulencc  of  God,  they  ate  cxcuieable  for  ttidr  «mtf- 
£on  at  one  occafion  \  but  then  they  (hould  be  eareAd  m 
lay  hold  upon  the  next.     In  keeping  of  the  paflbrcTy 
llcre  waa  a  difpenfation  allowed  to  thofe  that  vnett  udf* 
der  ceremonial  uncleanneis,  or  engaged  in  bttfincfecMi 
m  journey,  Numb^  ,ix  yet  it  was  allowed,  not  for  a  year, 
but  for  a  .month'a  omiffion.    For,  when  they  could  sot 
keep  it  upon  the  1 4th  of  the  (irft  month,  they  were  order- 
ed to  keep  It  on  the  1 4th  of  the  next  month,  and  not  to 
Aay  until  the  next  annuvl  refohition,  Numb.  ix.  \^  ir. 
As  it  would  be  agreeable  to  this  iniun^Uon,  fo  it  vouM 
he  a  defireahle.  attainment  in  the  church  and  an  adraO' 
tage  to  the  ntembers  of  it,  if  matters  were  fo  ordered  »• 
snoag  U8,  that,  when  perfons  are  neceffiirily  hindoed 
from  partaking  of  die  Lord's  fupper  in  their  own  cob- 
gregationi  they  might  be  fare  of  an  occafion  to  do  k 
next  month,  if  not  in  theit  own^  at  leaft  io  the  Dei{lk 
bearing  congregation. 

0^/?.  V.  '^  The  laft  time  I  wa9  at  the  Lord's  tdik 
I  got  BO  benefit  by  it  \  Qay,  I  fear  J  communicated  «► 
worthily :  Now,  tor  me  to  come  frrquendy  in  Ai«  ma^ 
net,  i  &ar  to  contia^i^reater  ^utit,  and  dd  my&tf  noft 
liurt  than  good.  Therefore  1  wili  not  iboa  adteottfc 
npon  another  sqyproach." 

•^^  \fty  There  are  fome  good  things  implied  in  tkil 
objedion^  foch  as,  a  review  of  former  aOiods,  fene 
fenfe  of  (in  and  trouble  for  it,  and  a  loathne(s  to  offend 
God  'j  which  are  fbme  defireable  tokens  of  fepentadcei 
und  may  yield  (bme  comfort  to  an  ekerctfed  feuk 

2dljy  la  this  cafe,  kmg  defenings  will  do  you  wmt 
hurt  than  frequent  communicating :  For^  as  by  toO  wixk 
faftlng,  we  often  loic  our  ftomaohs  y  fo^  by  long  vick- 
Stowing  from  the  liord's  table,  yott  may  come  Xfi  io& 
your  defire  after  the  food  of  your^oute,  and  to  have  a 
low  cfteem  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  folemn  ovdinance. 

3  JA^,  The  is  no  communicant,  but,  upon  a  revie«i 
ma jp  m  many  defeflis  in  his  frame  and  preparatiott,  for 
V»hicb  he  could  not  anfwer,  if  God  did  enter  into  judg* 
ment  with  him :  But  he  mud  not  therefore  abaodon  his 
Aityi  but  flee  to  Chrift'i  fountain  for  waOung,  and  to  die 

covert 
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coreit  of  hU  rifohteottfiiefst  to  (kreen  ttl  hts  imperfec* 
tiaas.  We  read  of  feverris  in  Httf dctah'i  time,  a  Chron* 
TOOL*  Azt  were  nat  fi>  fuitaUy  prepared  for  die  pafforaf 
at»  thdf  (hould  ha¥e  bcen«  and  ate  it  odienvtfe  than  it 
was  written;  and  yet,  upon  Hezekbh*8  praying  te 
tkeni»  God  pardoned  their  Gn,  and  healed  them. 

4iAlyf  It  may  yield  comfort  to  a  troubled  foul,  if  up- 
on a  review  he  can  fay,  it  was  his  ean^  defire  to  com> 
municate  humbly#  with  a  lively  fraip^,  and  the  exercife 
of  all  the  facramental  graces;  and  whatever  fhort-com- 
ings  he  was  chargeable  with,  thej  were  not  wilfid  and 
altovved,  b«it  mother  of  grief  and  mourning  to  him.  If 
Hub  he  your  cafe,  then  your  defe&s  ue  fins  of  infir-^ 
-  onty,  iniidi  your  gramas  God  wiU  pardon  for  Cbiaft^ 

SiUft  Whatever  your  fliort«condngs  fiarmcrly  have 

beeiif  yo«  euftbt  to  be  humbkd  for  the  them,  flee  to  the 

blood  of  Chrift&r  pardon,  and  iciblve  ia  his  ftreagdi' 

to  com^  moire  reverently,  humbly  and  belteviiigiy,  to  hitf 

table  for  the  future,  and  diat  in  order  to  renew  fonr 

coveaant  wkh  God,  and  receive  a  feal  of  the  pardon  of 

ail  your  fortaer  £ns,  and,  pasticulaily^  of  die  Ga  of  ttO« 

wovthf  communicating*    And  this  you  may  exped,  If 

yov  perfeveiv  in  ihe  road  of  duty,  feoking  to  <ipd  ii^ 

CSiriu,  who  ii  ftiU  ready  to  welcome  and  pardon  Ae 

penitent  believer :   But  to  abibnt  and  withdraw  ftoni 

Ood's  ordinance,  is  to  pot  yourfdf  out  of  the  road  of 

his  mercy,  ind  to  aggravate  your  former  fin  of  unfuit* 

able  partaking* 

Caje3.  VL  ^  If  we  did  communicate  fo  fiM«ently« 
we  would  not  have  fuch  time  to  prepare  ourfelves  iw 
diis  ordinance  ar  were  needful,  and  as  now  we  have.* 

jitlfi  if  we  did  partake  more  frequently,  lefe  patos 
and  time  about  preparation-work  might  He  more  fkt^ 
stfsf ol,  and  ioonea  reach  the  end,  than  alt  the  pains  afiA 
nme  we  no^  beftow  that  way  :  For  thus  we  might  be 
ketpedtokecp.ttpacDmimmfon-jframc  haUbiaRy,  and 
'  it  would  be  no  iwh  diflkulty  (as  now  we  find  is)  ^o  get 
Ae  sears  of  repentance  poured  oiit,  or  the' fire  of  divme 
bre  blown  ii^  when  catted  to  eel<rt>tate  ihi^  or^fin^Mtei 

The 
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Tlie  believer)  wHen  in  a  frame,  the  oftener  he  comes  to 
the  communion^  he  adds  the  more  nottrUfaiiient«  and 
hath  the  greater  delight  in  it  ^  and  fo  he  comes  to  have 
fuch  a  longing  for  die  ordinanoe  as  the  child  hath  for 
the  niotfae?6  breaft. 


Direct.  IV.  Be  pcrfuaded  oi  the  ncccfflty  of  fokmn 
preparation  before  you  approach  to  the  Lord's  ttble. 

IF  we  be  required  to  take  heed  to  ourfelves  when  we 
^ter  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  Ecclef.  v.  i.  much  more 
doth  it  concern  us  to  look  to  ourfelves  when  we  ap» 
proach  the  table  of  the  Lord.  Why  ?  This  holy  table 
IS  under  the  gbfpel  the  folemn  tryfting-placeof  thegicat 
God,  where  he  ufeth  to  meet  with  men,  and  to  enter* 
tain  converfe  and  cdmmunion  with  theni.  And,  have 
we  not  then  ground  to  call  to  yon  in  the  prophet's  ward% 
Amos  iv.  12.  ^  Prepare  to  mdet  thy  God,  O  UnAP 
Remember  who  it  is  that  tryfts  with  you  $  it  is  Goii 
even  thy  God.  Did  an  Angel  tryft  to  meet  you  at  a 
tertun  place,  againft  fuch  an  hour,  would  you  not  pre- 
pare with  all  fertoufoefs  and  folemnity  to  keep  tryft 
with  him  ?  Oh,  but  it  is  the  God  of  Angels  that  trjfis 
vrith  you  here ;  even  that  God,  before  whom  all  the 
Angels  adore,  and  the  devils  tremble:  A  holy  and  jea- 
lous God»  wholiath  declared  that  he  will  be  fanfiified 
in  them. that  come  nigh  to  him.  Lev.  x.  3^  .Aodcui 
you  come  fo  near  him  any  where  in  the  world,  as  at  his 
holy  table  i  What  Samuel  fpoke  to  the  Elders  of  Bedh 
leliem»  in  the  cafe  of  offering  faccifice,  may  well  be  ap 
plied  to^  communicaots  in  the  cafe  of  approaching  to  & 
Lord's  table,  1  Sam.  xvi.  5.  *^  Sandify  yourfehresi  and 
come  ^th  me  to  the  faorifice.'^  So,  well  may  your 
minifters  (ay  to  you»  SaniH/y purjelves^  andcomevnA^ 
to  thefacramint.  .  Come  here, .  and  bdiold  the  facrifice 
of  the  lamb  of  God  unto  divine  juftice  for  your  fins- 
For  "  even  Chtift  our  p^flbver  is  iaerificcxi  for  us*  I 
Cor«  V.  7.  Here  he  is  reprcfented  as  a  lank  flain,  ^ 
pacify  t  holy  God  for  out  imputky  and  unholinefi'  ^} 
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is  moft  fit  then  that  we  prepare  and  fandify  oorfelTes, 
ivhen  we  adventure  fo  near  this  holy  God,  and  take 
upon  us  to  celebrate  the  commemoration  of  this  blefled 
CaLCriBce  in  our  gofpel-paflbver. 

The  Jews  had  their  preparation  for  their  paflbver^ 
John  xix.  14.    They  took  the  pafcbal  lamb  and  fet  it  a- 
part  from  the  reft  of  the  flock  on  the  tenth  day  of  the 
month,  but  d\A  not  kill  it  till  xht  fourteenth^  Exod.  xii. 
3.6.     And  during  the  four  days  the  lamb  was  kept  alive 
(Jfewiih  rabbles  tell  us)  they  tied  it  to  their  bed-pods^ 
that  hearing  the  blcatings  of  the  lamb  as  they  came  in 
and  went  out,  lay  down  and  rofe  up,  two  things  there* 
by  might  be  brought  to  their  remembrance :    i/?,  They 
might  look  back  to  Egypt,  and  remember  the  forrowa 
and   bondnge  they  endured  there,  and  be  thankful  for 
their  redemption  ;  and,  efpecially,  for  their  deliverance 
from  the  deftroying  Angel,  tliat  night  he  pafled  over 
their  houfes,  which  were  iprinkled  with  the  blood  of  the 
lamb  :  idiy^  They  were  to  look  forward  to  theMefliah, 
and  vemeiTiber  the  bitter  agonies  and  fuflferings  he  was 
to  endure  for  thek  fins.    Thtis  the  pafchal  lamb  for  fe- 
▼eral  days  was  to  be  prepared  for  its  fufferings,  to  teach 
the  people  of  God  folemnly  to  prepare  themfelves  for 
eating  thereof,  and  therein  to  celebrate  the  memorial  of 
the  Meffiah's  fufferings,  which  were  thereby  typified. 
That  the  four  days  feparation  of  the  lamb  was  a  con- 
tinual ftanding  fermon,  preaching  and  preparation,  to 
the  Ifraelites,  as  if  God  had  faid  to  them,  Be  ye  alfo  fc" 
quejirated  from  the  woridy  and  take  time  to  think  an  the 
bleatirtgs  of  the  lamby  the  agonies  of  Chrifty  and  prepare 
yourfelves  for  this  foiemn  ordinance*     Oh,  what  ihall  we 
fay  of  thofe,  who,  inftead  olfour  days^  never  fpent/j«r 
hoursy  in  ferious  preparation  for  our  grfeat  gojpel-paffover  I 
O  worthy  communicant,  as  foon  a$  you  hear  the  Lord's 
&pper  intimated,  let  the  lamb  be  tied  to  your  bed- 
pofts ;  entertain  the  lively  meditation  of  your  Redeem- 
er's fufferings,  and  ^eg  preparation  of  heart  from  God^ 
for  celebrating  the  memorial  thereof.     Was  our  Lord 
fo^long  a  time  in  preparing  for  them,  and  ihall  we  take 
no  time  in  prepanng  to  behold  them,  efpecially  when 
It  is  fo  highly  lohMl^dvantage  fo  to  do  ? 
Vol.  I.         "W       3  C  We 
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We  ready  that  the  primitive  ChriftianSi  and  anciait 
fathers,  ufcd  to  fit  up  whole  nights  at  prayer,  before 
they  approached  to  the  Lord's  tablci  wlucfa  they  cded 
their  Figilia, 

In  this  ordthahce,  God  makes  great  preparstiom  for 
QS ;  he  hath  provided  a  feaft  whieh  hath  coft  moretbaa 
ten  thoufand  ItSngdoms,  or  a  millioti  of  worlds :  And, 
ought  not  the  guefts,  who  are  honoured  with  an  iorita* 
tion  to  it,  to  make  great  and  folemn  preparation  fork? 
Were  we  called  to  dine  widl  an  earthly  prince,  wc 
would  drefs  ourfelveS)  and  fee  to  hare  every  thing  aboat 
tts  in  good  order :  But  here  we  are  called  to  feaft  viA 
a  holy  and  all  feeing  God,  who  will  inialliUy  fpy  oat 
every  unprepared  communicanti  **  when  he  comes  to 
fee  the  gucfts,"  Matt*  xxii.  ii. 

If  the  linen  on  the  communion«^table,  or  the  vefiels  that 
contain  the  elements,  were  fool,  you  would  be  readf  to 
cry  out,  It  is  a  horrid  fhame  and  abomination  to  fee  item 
in  fuch  a  cafe ;  and  fo,  indeed,  it  would,  for  there  oi^t 
to  be  an  outward  decency  in  thefe  things  ;  our  Lord 
wpuld  have  the  very  room  in  good  order,  iriierchcwas 
to  eat  the  paffover.  But,  0>  it  is  a  fmali  crime  to  bate 
a  foul  cloth  or  vcflel  for  receiving  the  outward  elerocnti, 
in  refpcft  of  what  it  is  to  have  a  foul  heart,  an  unpre- 
pared foul,  to  receive  the  body  and  blood  of  Cbrift. 

Jofeph  prepared  himfelf,  by  (having  himfelf  and 
changing  his  raiment,  before  he  went  in  untoPhanohi 
and,  wilt  thou  nftt  prepare  thyf  :lf,  by  putting  thy  fottl 
in  the  holicft  drefs  and  humblcft  pbfturc,  when  thou  art 
to  go  in  to  the  King  of  heaven  and  earth  ?  O  commu* 
nicant,  thou  exceedingly  wrongeft  thine  own  foul,  if  thou 
do  It  not.  Preparation  is  the  itcA  time,  receivifig  is  the 
harveft :  "  As  a  man  foweth,  fo  (hall  he  reap.  He  arbo 
foweth  fparingly,  (hall  reap  alfo  fparinglv :  Andheaho 
foWeth  bountifully,  (hall  reap  alfo  bountitully,  2  Cor-ii. 
6.  It  is  in  the  duty  of  partakings  as  in  the  duty  of  ^^ 
iffg,  the  more  prepared  the  heart  is  to  pray,  the  greater 
is  a  man*8  return  from  heaven,  Pfal.  x.  17.  "  Ibouwilt 
prepare  their  henrt,  thou  wilt  caufe  thine  ear  to  hear.** 
So,  in  the  cafe  of  receiving,  it  mav  be  faid,  Thou  vjihf^ 
pare  their  hearty  tl^cu  tviA  cause  tkim  hutid  to  givet    When 

God 


GoA  giv«s  tts  t  heart  prepai!e4  far  diiityi  it  ig  a  token  he 
ht»rh  ;i  hand  prepared  for  merpy. 

Hence )  it  i^  that  th^  Wd  makes  tha^  gracious  pro- 
mife*  Pfal»  Ixxy,  19.  **  Open  thy  mouth  wide,  and  I 
^U  fill  tf  •"  ru  ^large  my  hand,  as  you  enbrge  your 
hearts*  He  faiths  as  Joieph  to  hiis  fteward,  Gen.  xliv  i. 
"  Pili  th^  Baens  facks  with  food*  a3  much  as^they  cmi 
carry.**  According  -as  Jofeph's  brethren  prepar e^i  facks 
in  number  and  largenefsi  fo  did  they  carry  corn  away  ; 
aad  the  fewer  and  fmalltr  facks  they  had,  the  lefs  they 
{Carried  away.  So  jbere,  if  you  bring  prepared  ^nA  en- 
larged hearts  to  the  orJitianoe,  you  tii)»il  be  fupplied 
With  a«  much  as  you  can  carry. 


0iRECT.'V.   Confider,  that  both  hubttuai  and  adual 
preparation  is  requifite  for  worthy  coniinunicating. 

1.  HABITUAL  Preparation  is  neceffaxy  to  every 
comn^unicant,  that  is^  that  he  be  a  believer,  a  man  in  % 
gracious  ftatc,  fumillied  with  the  graces  of  the  Spirit, 
endued  with  knowledge,  faith,  repentance,  love,  and 
new  obedience.  No  man  i%^t  to  approach  the  Lord's 
table,  till  he  have  thefe  gracious  habits  planted  in  his 
foul.  He  muft  be  a  man  that  is  renewed  inwardly  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  aims  at  holinefs  in  all  manner  of 
converfition.  This  new  wine  9iu(l  not  be  put  into  an 
.old  veflil,  dfe  the  wine  will  be  fpilt,  and  the  vtflel  perifh. 
It  was  an  ancient  abufc  of  this  facrament,  condemned  bv 
the  Carthaginian  council,  to  give  it  to  dead  men  ;  fo  it 
is  an  abufe  condemned  by  the  word  of  God,  to  give  it  "* 
to  dead  fouU,  and  thofe  who  have  no  fpiritual  Ijfc.  Un- 
der the  law,  God  did  forbid  the  offering  of  facrifices 
Aat  either  were  blind  or  lame,  Mai.  i.  8.  and  they  fhat 
were  ceremonially  unclean,  could  not  keep  the  paflbver. 
The  ignprant  perfon-s  facrifice  is  blind,  for  lie  cannot 
eive  account  of  his  own  work :  The  hypocrite's  facrifice 
16  lamCj  for  he  halteth  in  God's  way :  The  profane  man 
is  morally  unclean,  and  fo  cannot  entertain  communion 
vith  a  holy  -God.  Holinefs  becomes  God's  houfe,  and 
3  C  2    I  ia 
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in  a  fpeciad  manner  his  table.  Habitual  hdOnefs  is  it- 
quifite  for  all  that  would  be  worthy  communicaoti. 
Yqu  muft  be  holy  univerfally,  holy  in  the  frame  of  jeur 
hearts,  and  in  all  the  a£tions  of  your  lives ;  holy  in  your 
(hops,  by  diligence  and  juftice ;  holt  at  your  tables,  bf 
fobriety  and  thankfulnels }  holy  in  tne  ftreets,  by  an  i&- 
nocent  ufeful  converfation ;  holy  in  your  cloletSi  by 
prayer  and  meditation.  Yea,  you  muft  account  yoor 
whole  lives  nothing  but  an  opportunity  of  ferving  ahdy 
God,  and  of  mortifying  (in  and  corruption ;  and  thk 
habitual  holinefs  would  difpofe  your  fouls  for  the  ads 
of  immediate  worOiip.    • 

But  unholy  perfons  are  altogether  unprepared  for  foch 
a  near  approach  to  God.  Hearts  full  of  rancour  and 
malice,  are  not  meet  to  come  to  this  feaft  of  love :  Feet 
that  walk,  in  the  ways  of  fin,  are  not  fit  to  tiead  in  GoA 
holy  place:  Hands  ilaincd  with  injuftice  areonfitto 
handle  thefe  holy  myfteries  ;  mouths  that  are  polluted 
with  fwearing  and  evil  fpeaking,  are  not  fit  to  cat  and 
drink  the  facred  Cymbols  of  Chrift's  body  and  bloody 
eyes  defiled  with  unchafte  looks,  and  bewitched  mx\i  the 
world's  vanities,  are  unfit  to  look  on  the  holy  Jefus;  can 
that  entertain  reproaches  of  God's  people,  and  hearken 
not  to  the  counfels  of  hi^ord,  are  not  fit  to  hear  tk 
joyful  (jbund  of  pardon  intimated  at  his  table.  They 
who  expe&  the  King  of  glory  to  enter  into  their  foitls> 
at  the  folemn  occafion,  muft  have  the  doors  diereof 
cleanly  and  pure.  Unhallowed  finners  are  not  fit  to  re- 
ceive this  hallowed  bread  and  wine.  Our  Lord's  body 
never  faw  corruption  in  the  grave,  nor  will  he  lodge  io 
thofe  bodies  that  are  as  nau^ous  fepulchres,  and  cor- 
rupt finks  of  fin.  It  lay  only  in  z  Virgin  womb  anijt* 
pulchre^  to  flicw  that  he  will  only  refide  in  virgin fculs, 
that  are  devoted  and  confecrated  to  his  ufc,  and  kept 
pure  and  chafte  for  his  fcrvice,  and  do  not  entertain  bii 
rivals.  I  grant,  indeed,  impure  thoughts  will  fometimfif 
be  crowding  into  the  bcft  hearts ;  but  if  we  do  not  enter- 
tain them,  but  fincercly  ftrivc  againft  them,  and  earncft- 
ly  wilh  for  better  company,  it  is  a  token  Chrift's  fpitit  bath 
cnte^edi  and  is  about  his  work  of  purifying  the  heart. 
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If  yf^e,  would  be  habitually  prepared  for  the  Lord's  ta» 

blct  inre  muft  be  daily  acquaint  with  the  work  of  morti« 

fication  and  true  repentance.    We  muft  always  eye  (ia 

a6  our  Saviour's  deadly  enemy,  have  no  pity  on  it>  but 

fevcrely  condemn  ourfelves  for  every  trefpafs,  inftantly 

grieve  for  it,  look  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling  for  pardon, 

renew  our  refolutions  to  amend,  and  pray  for  fpecial 

ftrength  againft  every  particular  fin.     We  muft  daily 

meditate  on  precious  Chrift,  and  upon  his  firft  and  fe* 

cond  coming,  and  live  continually  in  the  view  of  death. 

And»  if  we  lived  thus,  it  would  not  be  (b  hard  to  pre* 

pare  onrfelves  for  the  Ijord's  table.    If  we  lived  in  a  ha-  » 

Ditual  preparation  for  the  day  of  deaths  we  would  alfo 

be  habitually  prepared  for  the  dav  of  communion.   Had 

we  God  frequently  in  our  thougnts,  and  lived  conftant- 

ly  under  the  fenfe  of  his  alUieeing  eye  (.on  the  commu* 

nion-day  we  Oiould  find  little  e/fe  to  do  but  to  revive 

our  graces  bv  the  exercife  of  prayer  and  praife. 

IL  A£lual  preparation  is  alfo  neceflary  before  our  ap« 
proach  to  the  Lord's  table.    Seeing,  alas,  the  moft  part 
of  Chriftians,  in  this  degenerate  age,  are  fo  defedive  in 
their  habitual  preparation  for  this  ordinance ;  they  ought 
to  be  the  more  diligent  in  aAual  preparations  for  it. 
And  this  doth  confift  of  a  great  many  particulars ;  fuch 
asy  I.  Sequeftrating  ourfelves  from  the  world  :  4.  Self. 
examination  :  3   Humiliation  for  fin  :  4.  Renewing  our 
perfonal  covenant  with  God  in  Chrift :  5.  Reformation ' 
'  of  what  is  ami{s :  6.  Exciting  of  all  the  graces  to  a  live- 
ly exercife  :  7.  Meditation  on  the  death  and  fufferingt 
of  Jefos  Chrift  :  8.  Earneft  prayer  to  God  for  prepara- 
tion, and  afliftance  in  the  work.     All  thefe  belong  to 
our  a^lual  preparation  for  the  Lord's  fupper ;  and  of 
them  I  fliall  afterwards  treat  more  pai'ticularly. 

Only  I  ihali  here  obferve,  that  both  habitual  and  ac- 
tual preparation  muft  go  together,  if  we  would  be  wor- 
thy communicants.  We  muft  both  have  grace  in  the 
habit,  and  erace  in  the  lively  exercife.  All  wife  virgins 
that  wait  for  the  coming  of  the  bridegroom,  do  take 
care  to  have  oil  ftill  in  their  vefiels,  as  well  as  in  their 
lamps :  Nay,  they  muft  fee  to  have  their  lamps  burning 
every  day.    JSut  when  th(y  hear  that  the  bridegroom  is 

aaually 
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a^tuallf  coming,  then,  ia  order  to  meet  hinii  thef  4ia- 
rife  and  fall  afrefh  to  the  trimirting  of  their  lamp«;  diey 
fnuff  thtm,  ftir  up  the  light,  and  »pp^f  more  oil  to  make 
(hem  burn  the  brighter  and  clearer.      And  tbusiH^k 
you  to  do,  O  communicant,  if  fou  woiiid  have  a  joffoi 
meeting  with  pur  lovely  bridcgioom  in  the  iacrameBt 
Nay,  if  you  come  not  with  adual^   as  well  as  babitui, 
preparaiicn,  the  facrament  may  prove  to  you  as  theiio- 
iner  brooks  to  the  thiiily  traveller,  of  which  Jobfpeabi 
Jobvi.  19,  20.  <*  The  troops  of  Tema  looked,  the  cfio- 
panics  of  Sheba  waited  for  them.    Tbey  were  ooafoasi- 
ed,  becattfe  they  had  hoped ;  they  canie  diither  aad  vcse 
aihamed.''    Some  come  to  the  facramef^jt  with  a  ibrtof 
aAual  preparation,  but  have  no  habkual^eparat}oa,M 
gnKce  in  the  liabit.    Some  again  havie  bahimal  pr^cfaii- 
tioa,  but  not  ai^ual  preparation;  they  want  grace  ii 
the  exescife.    Both  thefe  will  go  firom  the  otdinaooQ^ 
aa  the  troops  of  Tema  and  companies  of  Sheba«  ^iap* 
pointed  of  fpiritual  refrefliment.     If  we  would  reap  fpi- 
ritual  advantage  in  this  ordinance,  we  tnuft  takecsK0 
be  ready  both  ways,  habitually  anda£lually;  ^i^^ 
only  fuch  that  the  alUfceing  maftcv  ai  the  feaft  wHMoA 
ppoa  as  worthy  commuiiicants. 

DiascT.  VI.   Be  convinced  of  the  greatneft  of  the  fifli 
and  hazard  of  .unworthy  commuikicidng* 

WE  are  tdd  both  the  one  and  the  other  in  vcrfji»^ 
tcarms,  i  Cor.  xi.  27,  2p,  **  Hethat  eatetfa  anddmActh 
unworthily,  is  guilty  61  the  body  and  blood  of  Lo*^ 
And  i^n,  ^<  Heeatetb  and  dritiketh  damnaticsi i^i^^' 
ment  to  htmlelf."    So  that  we  fee  the  fin  or  crime  i» 
no  lefs  than  that  of  murdering  of  Jefus  Cfarift«  ^^^ 
being  found  accomplices  of  the  Jews  and  foWicr«i  ^ 
imbiie wed  their  cruel  hands  in  the  innocent  Uood  of  v£ 
Son  of  God,  which  is  a  moft  dreadfuTcharge  !  Xhe  1^ 
zaid  which  this  fin  expofes  to,  is  -both  temporal  tok^ 
and  eternal  damnation.    Seeing  I  have  fpoke  of  ^  ^"^ 
tu*e  and  danger  of  this  fin,  Smt.  Cat.  p.  107,  io8,»*o> 
&c.  (Jirft  Edit.)  I  ihall  iay  ^  kfs  in  this  plaoc^ 
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Only  to  comtnttDicate  iinwoTthily^  it  to  approach  la 
an  unworthy  date,  or  in  an  unfuitable  frame,  or  with 
wrong  ends.  When  a  perron  comcfl  to  the  Lord's  table 
m  ignorance,  without  (elf^exafninarion,  without  grief  for 
fin,  io^re  to  Chrift,  or  faith  in  his  blood,  and  is  unpre- 
pared for  this  folemn  ordinancCj  then  he  is  an  unwoiw 
thy  communicanc. 

Now,  this  muft  be  a  tery  heinous  fin  \  for  it  ioipofts 
your  undervaluing  the  blood  of  Jcfiis  Chrift,  as  if  it 
were  the  blood  of  an  impoftor  or  malefa£h>r.  For,  if 
yoiu  look  on  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  here  reprefented,  as  . 
the  fufierings  of  the  innocent  Son  of  God,  and  glorious 
Saviour  of  mankind  ;  why  do  you  not  come  fuitably  af- 
fe£ted  therewith,  and  grieved  for  your  fins  that  were 
the  caufe  thereof  ?  But,  if  you  do  not  really  own  or  re- 
tard them  as  fuch,  then,  on  the  matter,  you  charge  Je» 
fus  Chrift  as  being  the  greateft  impoftor  and  criminal 
in  the  world,  in  declaring  htmfelf  to  be  the  Son  of  God 
and  Saviour  of  finners,  wheui  in  your  cfteemi  he  was 
not. 

If  you  fay;  God  forbid  Hvt  be  guilty  of  tbhf  vfi  cm% 
Chrift  to  be  the  Son  of  God^  and  the  Kint  of  glory  ;  why 
then  are  you  guilty  of  tre afon,  and  of  offering  the  greats- 
eft  indignity  to  your  prince,  by  throwing  his  ptdlure  or 
great  feal  into  a  mi^,  by  defacing  and  defiling  a  ftatue 
ere£led  for  his  honour  and  temembtancc  ?  For  any  dt£- 
honour  done  to  the  image  or  reprefentation  refleds  up- 
on the  original.    What  horrid  contempt  would  it  be 
for  a  fubjed  to  come  in  with  nafty  clothes  and  filthy 
hands,  and  offer  to  fit  down  at  his  fovereign's  table,  and 
dip  into  the  di(h  with  him  ?  Now,  all  this,  and  much 
worfe,  you  do,  when  you  fit  down  unpreparedly  at  the 
Lord's  table,  and  eat  and  drink  unworthily. 

Nay,  you  are  hereby  guilty  of  the  bafeft  difingenuity, 
and  of  folemn  mocking  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  Fof^ 
by  coming  to  the  Lord's  table,  you  pretend  to  be  doing 
h<)nour  to  Chrift,  to  be  deeply  afFcclid  with  his  fuff<:r- 
ings,  and  to  declare  your  abhorrence  of  fin,  that  was  the 
caufe  thereof.  Now,  when  there  is  really  no  fuch  thinj:^, 
but.  on  the  contrary,  fin  is  hugged  and  embraced,  wh  t 
is  this  but  horrid  diffimulation  with  an  all^feeing  God  > 

yea 


yea,  it  is  an  zQing  of  Jadas's  part  oTcr  againi  a  ''be- 
traying of  the  Son  of  man  with  a  kifs.'' 

But,  which  is  worft  of  all,  by  this  fin  you  become 
*'  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord  :^  For,  ai 
he  18  juilly  reckoned  acceflbry  to  a  murder,  who  odier 
confents  to  it,  makes  light  of  it,  or  that  abets  and  en- 
tertains the  murderers :  So  unworthy  communicasts, 
who  look  upon  the  death  and  fufferings  of  the  Son  of 
God  without  remorfe  for  their  fms  that  pierced  him, 
nay,  love  and  lodge  thefe  traitors  in  their  hearts  that 
betrayed  and  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory,  are  plainly 
accefiory  to  the  Jews  horrid  guilt  of  fliedding  the  blood 
pf  Jefus  Chrift. 

It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  be  guilty  of  any  man's  Uood, 
even  of  the  blood  of  a  wicked  man  :  But,  how  muck 
more  to  be  giiilty  of  the  blood  of  a  righteous  perfon,  o- 
ven  of  the  Holy  One  of  God  f  Simple  niurder  is  a  crying 
fin.  Gen.  iv.  lo.  "  The  voice  of  thy  brother's  Wood 
crieth  to  me  from  the  ground."  It  cries  fo,  thatitgifcs 
God  no  reft,  as  it  were,  till  he  come  and  take  vengeance 
on  the  (bedder  of  it.  Nature^s  light  taught  the  Bark' 
rians  that  vengeance  iv$u/d  not  svffer  a  murderer  te  ^ 
A€l&  xxviii.  4.  But,  O  what  a  cry  do  you  think  the  in- 
nocent blood  of  Chrift  muft  have  againft  the  guilty 
communicant !  It  is  terrible  to  have  that  blood  which 
pleads  for  (inners,  crying  againft  thee.  Chrift's  blood 
applied  by  faith,  *'  fpeaks  better  things  than  the  blood 
of  Abel :"  But  when  it  is  trampled  on  in  the  facrament, 
^'  it  doth  fpeak  and  cry  worfe  things  than  the  blood  of 

Abel  \  it  will  cry  for  more  terrible  vengeance  than  A« 
bel's  blood  did.  Wo  to  that  poor  foul,  for  whom 
Chrift's  blbod  fpeaks  not,  but  ten  thoufand  woes  to  that 
foul  which  this  blood  fpeaks  againft. 

It  is  the  WQift  kind  of  treafon,  to  ftied  the  blood  of  an 
^ '  earthly  king  *,  but,  what  wickednefs  muft  it  be  to  (hed 
the  blood  of  the  King  of  kings,  one  drop  whereof  is 
more  precious  than  all  the  blood  which  ever  ran  in  the 
veins  of  the  kings  and  princes  of  the  world  irnce  its  firft 
creation  !  We  fee  what  David  faid  concerning  the  mo- 
tion for  killing  king  Saul :  ^^Who  can  ftretch  out  his 
band  againft  the  Lord's  anointed^  and  be  guiltlefsf* 

X  $aai« 


.  JdireA*  VI.  O^Ae  Sin  of  Unworthy  Communicating.      jiS7 

I  Sam.  xlvi.   9.     But,  O  who  can  be  gruiltlcfs  that 
ftretches  out  his  hand  agjainft  the  Son  of  GoH  ?   ««  Had  * 
iZimri  peace  who  flew  his  mafter  ?'*  cried  Jezebel  to 
Jehu,   2  Kings  ix*  ^t;     And  thinkeft  thou  to  have 
peace*  O  communicant,  thit  ^neft  to  fl^y  ihy  mafter 
and  Redeemer  too?     If  God  declared,  that  on  him 
who   flew  Cain,  **  venecance  (hould  b^  taken  fevcn- 
fold  ?*'  Gen.  it.  ty.    What  venireance  (hall  he  taken 
ton  him  that  ilayeth  Jefus  Chrift  ?     Hadft  thou  never 
har(h  thoiighu  of  the  Jews  for  their  crueltv  to  the  Son 
of  <^od,  and  yet  wilt  thou  be  guilty  of  worfc  thyfelf  ? 
The  Jews  crucified  him  biit  orice,  but  thou,  tlv  continu- 
ing to  be  an  uti worthy  receiver,  crucified  him  often; 
they    did  it  ignorantly,  bUt  thou  doft  it  knowingly. 
And  the  time  when  thou  conimitteft  this  fill,  makes  thy 
guilt  prodigioufly  great.     Would  it  not  be  rh:koned  a 
piece  of  the  moft  bai'barous  wickednefs  in  a  poor  tra- 
tellef,  that  wad  found  ftarviiig  by  the  way-fide,  md  out. 
of  pity  taken  in  by  a  perfon  given  to  hofpitali^y,  for 
him-torife  Up,  without  any  provocation,  and  ftab  hi^ 
kind  friend,  while  he  wete  entertaining  him  at  his  owri 
table  ?     What  a  monftrous  crime  w6uld  this  be  !    But^ 
how  much  more  is  it  for  you  to  t>ierce  and  ftab  Jefu) 
Chrift,  when  he  b  making  a  rich  feaft  for  yoii,  difplay-- 
Ing  hid  bannchr  of  love,  and  inviting  you  to  take  fanc^ 
hury  in  his  wounds  i 

It  was  a  dreadful  curfe  arid  imprecation  that  the  Jew^ 
wiih'd  againft  themfeives,  Mat.  xxvii.  25.  **  His  blood 
be  on  us  and  upon  our  children."  And  now  ithas  accord* 
ingly  lien  upon  their  heads  thefe  1600  years,  which  ha^ 
made  diem  the  moft  miferable  {People  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.    Arid  wilt  thou  venture,  by  a  ra(h  approach  td 
the  Lord's  table,  to  bring  the  Jews  curfe  upon  thyfelf  ? 
Nay,  ftatldjn  awe  of  this  fin,  and  the  curfe  following 
on  it,  and  fay  with  David,  (when   Abifliai  perfuaded 
Htn  to  flay  Saul)   <■  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  (hould 
ilretch  forth  my  band  againft  the  Lord's  anointed.''     So^ 
when  fatan  br  thv  own  heart  would  perfuade  thee  to  be 
flight  in  thy  felt- examination,  formal  in  thy  humilia- 
tion for  fin,  and  carelefs  in  thy  preparation  for  this  or- 
dinance, that  tboa  mighteft  be  guilty  of  the  body  and 
VoL4  L  3D  blood 


blood  of  the  Lord ;  kt  confcience  thpn  cry  out,  God 
firUd  that  IJhouldfiretch  out  my  handagainfi  Jefyj  Cbrtfi 
the  Lard^i  anmUd  Hevf  can  I  do  this  wickedntfi^  aad 
Jin  againfi  God^  and  wrong  my  own  (quI  ? 

O  commonicant,  if  thou  venture  on  this  horrid  cnme, 
'  God  will  remember  it  againft  thee,  and  make  it  bitter  ta 
thee  another  day  in  aitother  place,  if  mercy  pretent  not. 
As  Reuben  told  his  brethren  when  they  were  ill  diftrc&i 
Gen*  xlii.  22-  **  Spake  I  not  unto  you,  laying,  fin  not 
againil  the  child,  and  ye  would  not  hear  ?   Thereforei 
behold,  his  blood  is  required."    Soj  if  you  approsdi  to 
the  Lord's  table  in  iin,  or  in  a  formal  way,  and  without 
preparation,  then  look  for  it,  when  affli£ii<Mi,  fickoe^ 
cr  death,  comes ;  or,  at  leaft,  in  the  other  world,  tbt 
confcience  wilt  fly  in  thy  face,  and  fay,  J^hi  Im€ml$ 
iheiy  faying i  ds  not  fin  agmnji  the  holy  child  J^Mf  and  tbm 
nvQuidJi  not  hear  f  Therefore^  beho/d,  his  blood  is  reqmrti 
nt  your  bands.     And,  O,  what  wilt  thou  do  in  fuch  aa 
hour  J 

If  thou  #ouldft  preyent  fuch  a  challenge,  tat:e  ked 
to  thy  preparation,  and  notice  the  frame  of  thy  heart. 
Remember,  God  will  take  tx^(k  notice  of  what  r^pe£l 
thou  haft  Co  the  body  and  blood  of  his  Son,  and  to^ 
thou  prepkfeft  to  receive  it.  Matt,  xxii*  ii.  t2*  13* 
^  And  when  the  king  came  to  fis^  the  guefts,  be  fav 
there  a  itian  which  had  not  on  ft  wedding-gannou.' 
Chrift  obferres  all  thofe  that  come  to  his  table }  sod,  if 
there  be  but  one  unprepared,  he  cannot  efcape  hiiefc^ 
be  the  number  or  crowd  never  fo  ftJtzt*  He  obfavci 
with  what  appetite  thou  goeft  to  this  heavenly  feaft  ^ 
he  obferves  with  what  refolution  againft  fin  for  time  to 
<:oroe,  thou  goeft  for  pardon  of  fins  p^ft.  He  noticcsi 
O  communicant,  if  thou  goeft  to  this  gofpel-<ordioancei 
in  a  gofpel  ordet.  And,  wilt  thou  dare  to  trample  on 
the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  the  blood  of  a  a»le« 
fa£kor,  and  even  when  he  bimfelf  ftands  and  lookedi 
on.  Will  not  the  fenfe  of  his  piercing  eye  overawe  fou 
at  fuch  a  time  ^  Surely,  if  in  any  time  of  thy  life  thoff 
^ould  be  extraordinanly  ferious,  this  ought  to  be  the 
feafon.  Now  thou  oughteft  fo  to  prepare  for  this  fdl| 
^t  the  matter  of  it  may  fee  thou  sgrt  watchful  of  ^^ 

eye, 


eye,  tender  ef  hift  honour,  arid  fearful  of  his  drH^er. 
Forget  riot  what  was  the  fate  of  that  man  who  came  to 
the  wedding- feaft  without  a  wcd<!tng-^nnem ;  whcii 
the  king  ch^lenged  him,  he  was  J^eichfefs^  and  his  fen- 
tenc^e  was,  *'  btnc)  hinn  hand  and  foot,  and  take  him  a- 
way,  and  eaft  him  mto  utter  darknefti ;  there  (haH  hjS 
weeping  and  gnafhmg  of  teeth  ** 

Remember  alfo  what  ftrift  orders  were  given  con- 
ccrnin^  mount  Sinai,  when  God  folemnJy  appeared  on 
it  ^  **  If  a  beaft  did  but  touch  it,  h  wa%  to  be  ftricken 
through  with  a  dart.**  And,  wilt  thou  venture  to  tOKCh 
die  table  of  the  Lord  with  a  beaftly  heart,'  a  heaYt  pof- 
fefled  with  brutiQi  lufls  ?  Mayeflr  thou  rrot  fear  to  be 
ftricken  through  wkh  a  dart  of  God's  wrath  ? 

We  read  of  fome,  as  the  emperor  Henry,  and  ?opd 
W6tOT  11.  that  were  poifoned  with  the  &cramerit,  by  the 
wickednefs  of  the  priefts,  who  mingled  poi{bn  wkh  rhe 
bread  and  wine.  Didft  thou,  O  communi«rant,  appr^* 
hend  that  the  bread  and  wine  before  thee  were  poifoH- 
ed,  would  not  the  very  fufpicioo  make  thee  tnsmbie  to 
•eat  and  drink  of  it  ?  Well,  if  tt)Ou  art  an  unworthy  tt^ 
ceitrer,  there  i\  poifon  in  it  to  thy  foiiL,  and  thou  ha(t 
ground  to  cry  to  the  nrinifter,  as  the  fons  of  the  pro- 
{diets  did  to  JEKflia,  2  Kings  W.  40,  ^^  O  thou  man  of 
God,  there  is  death  m  the  pot  i^  there  is  poifon  in  dier 
bread,  there  is  wrath  in  the  cup  :  How  fhall  I  partake, 
tiR  diis  meal  be  fan£tified  to  mc%  and  my  Ibixf  fan&ifi- 
odfiwit? 

Our  Lord  makes  a  queftion,  Luke  xi.  11,  ^^  tf  a  foit 
sft  bread  of  his  father,  will  he  give  htm  a  ftont  ?**  No ; 
he  will  not  deal  fo  with  a  fon  that  comes  to  his  table 
fincerely  to  feek  bread  for  his  hungry  (but ;  fcut  tirith  an 
enemy  that  comes  unpreparedly  to  him,  he  will  give  a 
ftone  inftead  of  bread :  Unwoithy  receittng  makes  a 
Tranfubfiafitiatfon  here,  it  changeth  tnc  bread  into  Vi^one  ; 
fo  that  it  wiil  no  more  noutilh  thy  foul,  rhaYi  a  ftone' 
Would  do  thy  body:  Nay,  like  «  ftone,  itr  Mrill  choke 
aad  kill  thee,  if  the  {^yneiatr  of  fouls  do  not  prevent  it* 
Wc  are  toM  by  the  apoffl9et  that  unworthy  receiving 
brings  on  temper^  judj^mentB,  as  vrbH  as  fjpirinial  and' 
eternal*  It  kiin|^  on  ftcknefs  and  mortaKty  on  our  bo- 
3  D  a  dies. 
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cliesi  I  Cor.  xi.  301  **  For  this  caufe  many  are  weak  fli4 
jlickly  among  you,  and  many  fleep."  And  fomc  thiol  it 
was  the  peftilenccy  or  fomc  fuch  mortal  diftcmpei,  that 
the  Cohntl:ian&  unworthy  receiving;  did  bring  on  them. 
WelK  let  us  think  on  this  \  fure)y,  if  ever  the  peftilcnce 
come  into  Scotlandt  we  may  look  on  unworthy  coo* 
mur.icating  as  a  chief  caufe  of  this  defolating  firoke. 

What  a  great  rift  then,  O  finncr,  dod  thou  run,  when 
thou  vcptuieft  to  this  holy  table,  without  due  prepaii- 
tion  ?  Thou  even  runneft  upon  the  boflc*  of  Gofi. 
buckler,  and  provoked  the  vengeance  of  God  againft 
thyfclf.  Thou  maycft  juftly  tx^Qt  that  God  will  tm, 
it  into  fuch  a  feaft  to  thee,  as  Belihazzar's  was  to  hio^ 
who,  in  the  time  thereof,  faw  *<  a  hand  upon  the  vaK 
writing  his  condemnation,  fo  that  his  countenance  wa$ 
changed,  hib  thouj^hts  trpubled  him,  and  his  knees  finole 
one  againit  another."  In  this  ordinance  you  make  a 
very  near  approach  to  God  that  is  injittitely  Uff  afld 
who  is  terrible  from*  his  holy  places.  1  he  nearer  Gotfi 
altar,  the  fire  of  divine  jealoufy  bums  the  hottei ;  ^ 
a  wrong  tpuch  or  look  at  that  time  is  crimiaal,  and  maj 
coft  you  dear.  The  J-ord  fmote  Uzza  dead  f<*^^ 
rafli  tcuch  which  he  gave  the  ark ;  he  fmote  50,000  of 
the  mcp  pf  Bethihemefb,  foi  an  irreverent  loci  into  the 
ark ;  he  devoured  with  fire  from  heaven  Nadab  M 
Abihu,  for  offering  ftrange  incenfe  at  tiis  altar :  Am 
what  he  may  do  to  thee  for  ^  ralh  approaiph  to  hi^holy 
table,  none  can  tell.  God  may  make  thee  a  monuBie*t 
of  wrath  wh^^e  thou  fitted,  drike  thee  dead  widi  ^ 
bread  in  thy  mouth,  or  cup  in  thy  hand  ;  andt  1/  ^'* 
otherwifc,  thou  wilt  be  highly  indebted  tp  the  divine  pa- 
tience for  fparing  thect  1- 

And,  indeed,  we  have  caufe  to  be  adoniflbcd  at «»« 

Jnatchlefs  goodnefs  and  long-fuficring  of  God,  inf**" 
cring  fo  many  th6\i{ands  of  vile  murderers  to  li^  "* 
long  in  this  world,  and  that  he  fliould  fuffcr  them  tq 
approach  his  table,  and  to  ijirot^nd  and  dab  his  deaf  Sou 
pver  aqd  o?et  ?gaiii,  whcp  he  hath  flames  and  ten* 
geance  at  command,  and  can  more  eafily  cfuflithcina»^ 
ttian  we  can  do  a  moth  \  and,  which  is  yet  ino(e»  ^ 
\x.  Qt^ttld  unto  fuch  murderers  make  and  repeat  Izi^^r 
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fcrs  of  t^at  blood  which  they  have  fpilt,  to  wafh  them 
firorr.  the  guilt  of  (heddin^  it.  And  indcf d  it  is  this, 
and  nothing  but  this,  which  is  able  to  do  it. 

But,  though  God  be  patient  and   merciful,  he  will 
not   bear  alwuys  w'th  fuch  criminals;    no,   he  hath 
iriHTiy  fp'Titual  and  invifihle  judgements,  which  he  in- 
9i£V^   upon  them.     He  mnkes  fearful  breaches  upon 
their  fouls.  He  frequently  lets  loofe  fatan  againft  them, 
ib  that  fatan  enters  in  with  the  fop.     And,  how  fear- 
ful a  thing  is  it,  for  the  devil  to  be  permitted  to'enter 
into  a  mnn  or  wor^an,  ^nd  to  do  it  at  the  Lord's  table, 
fo  that  the  man  rife^  up  from  this  holy  table  with 
tr.ore  eagernefs  aftei  his  lufts,  and  with  more  reiblution 
and  itrength  to  do  the  devil's  fervice,  than  before  ? 
And  thus  the  table  of  the  Lord  becomes  the  table  ofdevus, 
and  the  cup  of  the  Lord  the  cup  ofdeviisy  to  fuch  perfons. 
And,    ihould   God   al(6   let  lopfe  fatan  againft   their 
bodies,  as  upon  Judas   after   the  fop,   w)iat  terrible 
havock'  would  he  make  among  unworthy  communi* 
f^ants  ?  How  fearfully  would  he  revenge  the  blood  of 
Chrift?  Many  com n  union-tables  would  he  turn  intq 
Golgothas  and   ^ccldamas,  places  ofjtul/sntkd  fields  of 
hkod. 

As  the  fweeteft  wine  becomes  the  (harpeft  vinegar, 

fo  communion-love,  when   abufed,  briiigs  the  fore(l^ 

wraith.      The  death  and  fuiferings  of  Jefus  Chrift  are 

the  moft  ferious  and  awful  things  that  can  be  prefented 

in  the  world,  and  therefore  not  to  be  dallied  with^ 

The  blood  of  Ci  rift  is  the  moft  precious  thing  in  the 

world,  and  therefore  a  drop  cannot  ^c  fpilt  without  a 

^  for  vengeance.   And,  have  not  the  heft  of  us,  alas, 

ground  to  fear  we  have  contraded  much  of  this  guilt  I 

Were  our  hearts  n^ver  hard,  o\ir  affections  dead,  our  fpj- 

rits  carnal,  and  our  minds  wandering,  when  we  have  fat 

down  at  the  Lord's  table  ?   Nay,  hare  we  not  all  reafon 

to  CTy  with  David,  Pfal  li.  "  Deliver  me  from  blood* 

giiiitincfs,  O  God,  thou  God  of  my  fahation,  and  my 

tongue  IhaU  fing  aloud  of  thy  loving  kindnefs  ?**  Ought 

ve  not  all  carefully  to  guard  and  carneftly  to  pray  a- 

g^inft  this  crying  fin,  and  fo  prepare  ourfelves  for  this 

toly 
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hdlj  tabic,  that  we  may  not  poifon  our  precious  fouli 
with  that  choice  cordial,  which  is  intended  for  oar 
health  and  eternal  welfare  ? 


PiRECT.  VIL  In  order  to  your  better  preparation  for 
the  Lord's  fupper,  fequeftrate  yourfelves  from 
worldly  cares  and  bufinefs  fome  time  before. 

WHEN  you  fee  the  time*  of  this  folcmn  approach 
drawing  near,  separate  yourselves  from  the  worlds  and  fct 
earthly  thoughts  afide,  that  you  may  the  better  apply 
yourfeif  to  the  fpiritual  work  you  h.wc  in  hand.  Un^ 
iler  the  law,  the  Jews  were  unfit  for  keeping  the  paf- 
fcrer  at  d}e  time  appointed,  in  two  cafes.  Numb.  ix« 
either  if  they  had  touched  a  dead  hdy^  or  were  in  ajourm 
my*  The  prft  made  a  man  unclean,  fo  that  he  behoT« 
€d  not  to  meddle  with  that  holy  ordinance,  till  he  were 
cteanfed  according  to  the  inftituted  method,  which  tools; 
vnf  fome  time  to  do  it.  The  fecond  made  htm  unfit,  in 
leegard  iH8min4  and  thoughts  would  be  fo  diftraded  with 
the  boGnefs  of  his  journey>  that  he  could  not  be  in  a 
flDffipofed  frame  lor  keeping  the  paflbver ;  His  hear| 
would  be  finfixed  and  difturbed  wim  worldly  ^oughtSt 

There  are  not  a  few  who  feem  to  think,  if  they  be  free 
from  a  diod  hadj^  i.  e*  if  they  be  not  defiled  with  ibme 
grofs  or  ^andaloiis  fin,  they  are  fit  enough  for  the  facra- 
ment ;  and  that  they  may  approach  tp  it,  though  thev 
hare  their  hearts  in  Journeys  travelling  up  and  down  af> 
(Br^heir  worldly  affairs.  No,  be  not  miftaken  \  ^ljout* 
fuj  unfits  you  for  the  gofpel-paflbyeri  as  well  as  a  dtat 
fody ;  a  joi^rneying  earthly  heart,  as  well  as  a  notour 
defilement  by  any  grofs  fin.  (f  you  would  be,  worthy 
receiyers,  you  muft  be  ab{lra£led  from  the  cares  and 
vanities  of  thi^  lower  world,  an^  feek  after  a  itayed, 
fpiritual^  and  heavenly  frame  of  heart*  Be  not  as  men 
in  a  journey  when  ye  come  to  the  Lord's  table,  but  lay 
^de  all  wandering  and  earthly  thoughts  \  for,  if  you 
^rbofir  theie  about  fvch  a  time^  you  will  not  be  iu  cafe 

tt 
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to  anfwer  the  apoftle's  rule,  x  Cor.  viu  33.  *<  Attend 
upon  the  Lord  without  diftraftion.*^ 

We  ate  told,  that  in  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  not- 
1;irithftanding  of  die  f^reat  abundance  of  fleOi  facriBced  tii 
it,  not  one  flie  wsls  to  be  feen  ftirring  there.  And  ib 
it  (hould  be  with  us  at  tlie  facrament  ^  not  a  flie  of^  aa 
earthly  6t  wandering  thought  (hould  be  allowed  to  buzz 
or  ftir  there*  Now,  if  thefe  flies  be  not  driven  awaj 
before-hand,  they  will  furely  pefter  you  in  the  ttmple^ 
and  trouble  you  when  you  have  moft  to  do;  nay,  they 
will  mar  the  dutVi  and  corrupt  the  facrifice,  as  dial 
grievous  fwarm  of  flies  (mendoned  Exod*  viii.  24.)  did 
die  land  of  Egypt. 

It  is  a  (hrewd  fign,  then,  that  thofe  who  bring  earthly 
and  wandering  hearts  with  them  to  the  Lord's  table  are 
Egyptians,  xipt  true  Ifraelites;  feeing  they  have  the: 
Egypdan  plagues  of  flies  upon  them.    In  the  forecited 

Slace  we  are  told,  that  there  camera  gtievous  fwarm  o£ 
ies  into  the  houfes  of  Pharaoh  and  ms  fervants,  and  in- 
to all  the  land  of  Egypt,  (b  that  the  land  was  corrupted 
thereby }  but  in  the  land  of  Goflien,  where  the  Ifrael- 
-itts  dwelt,  there  were  no  fwarms  of  flies«  So,  if  ye  would 
be  worthy  communicants,  ye  (hould  be  at  the  (aqrament^ 
like'  the  Ifraelites  in  Go(he<i^  free  of  that  E^yptiaa 
plague  of  flies ;  you  miaft  not  haf  e  fwarms  of  earthly 
thoughts  to  trouble  you  there  with  theirbu2zingnoife  and. 
importunity*  And  the  only  way  to  be  free  of  them  if 
to  drive  them  away  timeoufly  before^  and  purge  your 
hearts  of  earthly  affsdions. 

Ton  ought  to  do  as  Abraham,  when  he  was  called  by 
God  to  facrifice  Ifaac,  on  mount  Moriah,  Oen.  txii, 
4.  5.  "  When  he  faw  the  place  afar  ofi^,  he  faid  to  his 
young  men,  abide  you  here  with  the  afs,  and  I  and  the 
lad  will  go  yonder  and  wor (hip,  and  come  again  unto  you. 
Abraham  knew,  if  they  had  gone  alongft  with  him,  they 
would  have  fo  difturbed  him,  with  their  calamour  and 
noife,  that  he  could  not  have  offered  the  (acti(ice  with 
any  freedom  and  tranquillity  of  fpirit  \  therefore  when 
he  faw  the^place  afar  off,  he  orders  them  to  ftay  be- 
hind* The  fame  (hould  we  be  doing  with  our  worldljr 
affairs  wbe&  we  fee  the  time  afar  .off,  and  much  more 

when! 
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^heh  we  Tec  the  time  approaching  and  at  hand :  Thai 
we  (boiild  give  ftridi  orders  to  all  bur  earthly  thoughti 
and  bufinefs  to  (land  afide,  and  riot  only  riot  to  go  to 
the  mount  with  us,  but  to  go  to  our  clofets  afid  retir- 
ing piacea  with  us.  I^oflibly  at  fuch  a  time  fomc  afiof 
of  importance  may  ofFer  to  thy  mind,  and  require  to  be 
tonGdered ;  but  treat  all  feriilar  avocations  as  Neho- 
tniah  did  Sanballat  arid  Gefhem,  when  they  fent  to  him, 
Nch.  vi.  2.  faying,  •*  Come  let  us  tacti  togrther  in  fomc 
of  the  Villages,?  fee.  But  mark  how  he  aiifwers  thcmi 
♦er.  3;  **  Arid  I  fent  meflcngers  to  them,  faying,  I  ami 
doing  a  great  work,  fo  that  I  cannot  comedo«rn.  Why 
jhould  the  work  ceafe,  whilft  I  leave  it  and  come  down 
to  you  ?**  And  though  thefe  companions  had  fo  round 
and  peremptory  an  anfwcr,  yet  they  were  importuning 
him  ftill,  Ver.  4.  **  Yet  thfcy  fent  unto  me  four  times  af- 
ter this  fort.'*  But  he  ftill  anfwered  them  in  the  iiamcf 
Inanner.  Thus  it  will  be  with  a  man  when  he  begins 
to  fequeftrate  himfelf  for  afiual  preparation  for  the  la- 
crament  *,  this  and  the  other  bufintfs  will  be  calling  up- 
on him,  that  it  may  be  ctfnfidered  and  attended :  But 
let  your  anfwer  Be^  **  1  aril  doing  a  gteat  work,  1  am 
preparing  myfelf  for  the  facrament,  t  caritiot  wait  upon 

Iou.  Why,  (hould  the  work  of  preparation  ceafe  whilft 
leave  it  and  attend  bri  you  ?"  And  though  they  haunt 
and  importune  you  many  times  after  this  fort^  yet  ftill 
anfwer  them  in  the  fame  manner 

Likewife,  remember  how  Nehc  miah  treated  thofc  mer- 
chants that  violated  the  fabbath,  Nch.  xiii.  19.  "  When 
it  began  to  be  dark  before  the  fabbath,  I  command- 
ed the  gates  to  be  (hut,  and  charged  that  they  fliould 
not  be  opened  till  after  the  fabbath ;  afnd  fome  of  my 
fervants  I  fet  at  the  gates;"  Do  fo  with  your  worldly 
afiairs,  (hut  up  the  gates  on  yotir  hearts  agairift  them»  and 
let  them  riot  t>e  opened  till  all  the  duties  of  the  folcmn 
occaflon  be  ended.  Perhaps,  like  thofe  merchants,  they 
"^jrill  be  hovering  abbut  the  gates  for  entrance :  And 
therefore  fet  corifcience  to  watch  at  the  gates,  teftify  a- 
gainft  them,  rebuke  and  threaten  them,  as  Nehemidi  did; 
iiet  thy  fpirit^  in  a  holy  indignation^  rife  againft  them,* 

check 
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clieek  an<l  ehace  tkem  from  yo^,  aa  comtng  tnoft  Dnfca- 

loQaUy  to  die  liart  and  prejudice  of  thjr  precious  fouf. 

As  our  Savtoar  fays  about  prayer.  Mat.  iri.  6.  ^  £01- 

tcr  into  thy  clofet,  and  wheti  Aon  haft^fhut  thy  door^ 

pray  ;**  fo  may  I  fay  coneeming  prepairrtickn  for  the  fa- 

crameqt,  enter  into  thy  ctofet,  and,  when  thou  haft  fliut 

tby  door,  prepare  thyf<rlf  by  meditation,  fel'f  cxj|m\na* 

tiony  and' prayer  ;  9nA  efpect»lty  ihtit  the  doors  qf  thy 

heart  a^inft  fectilar  cares  and  earthly  thoughts  about 

thy  bufinefs,  and  then  fet  about  the  work.     The  wort 

is  ib  weighty,  that  it  requires  all  thy  thought^  to  be  cm* 

ployed  about  it*     It  concerns  you  to  put  ypur  Ibu!  in 

the  fame  order  ^nd  ftate,  as  if  God  were  catling  you  to 

{brrender  it  to  him  by  death  5  and,  if  you  he  not  ready 

to  die,  neithev  are  you  to  receire  the  facrament.    AU 

communicant  j  (hoold  be  in  fuch  a  pofture  as  our  Lord 

direds,  Luke  xii.  '^^^  36,    *<  Let  your  loins  be  girded 

aboat,  and  your  lights  bnming;  and  ye  your&hrcs  like 

unto  men  that  wait  for  their  Lord,  that,  when  he  com* 

•tfa  and  knocketh,  you  may  open  to. him  immediately.*^ 

Now,  if  yonrhearti  be  ineumbered  with  wordly  things^ 

yen  cannot.be  In  cafe  toanfwerthis  diredion  ;  youcan^ 

not  be  in  a  6t  attentive  pofture  to  meet  withi  and  wait 

upon  the  Mafter  of  the  feaft.  O  communicant,  wouldft 

thou  have  this  ordinance  comfortable  ^  fay  thci\,  fome- 

times  before  it.  Farewell,  my  wife  and  children,  friends 

and  fecnlar  concerns ;  abide  yon  here  at  the  foot  of  the 

mount :  Be  huihed  and|  mortified,  all  irrcguUr  paflions 

and  afiediontk ;  yon  are  a  clog  to*  ihy  fo«il|  t  have  fome- 

thing  elfe  to  do  than  attend  yoU, 

It  is  moft  lamentable  to  coniider  how  many  come  to 
the  facmment  in  fuch  an  unprepared  manner.  Many  are 
in  thcifJoMfrm^  wbea  thy  Ot  down  at  the  Lor4'$  table  ; 
many,  Egyptian-  like,  arc  environed  with  zfnvarm  ^ffl'iss^ 
wandering  and  eartlily  thoughts;   many  bring  their 
fervanis  and  affts   to  the    very  mount    of  facrifice^^ 
many  leave  the  Lord's  work  in  the  vefy  middle,  to 
meet  with  their  SanMlafs  and  GrJ^^ms ;  they  opcathe 
lot$s  on  the  very  faaament*day  to    their    merchants :  ' 
Nsy,  the  world  is  both  in  ^cir  hearts  and  mouths  a- 
bottt  ^8  folemn  ocuQon* 
Vol.  I,  3  E  If 
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If  we  (hould  alk  the  queftion  at  many  commitnicaiitii 
which  OUT  Lord  aiked  the  two  difciples  he  overtook  go* 
ing  to  Emmausy  Luke  xxiv.  17.  ^*  What  maziDcr  of 
communications  are  thefe  that  ye  have  one  to  another, 
as  ye  walk  by  the  way  ?"  What  manner  of  conference 
and  communications  were  tbofe  ye  had  together,  when 
ye  went  home  from  the  preparation-fermon  i  Nayythofe 
ye  had  the  very  morning  as  ye  walked  togetha  to  the 
church  to  receive  the  facrament  ?  How  aftamed  wqold 
many  communicants  be  to  tell  whsit  pad  amongft  them  \ 
There  are  many  who  could  not  anfwer  them  with  thefe 
two  difciples,  v.  19.  **  concerning  Jefus.of  Nazareth;* 
we  were  talking  concerning  a  cruc^d  Jcfus^  our  Io?cly 
Redeemer ;  concerning  the  advantage  of  meeting  witk 
him  in  the  faorament,  and  the  preparation  needful  for 
that  end.  Nay,  it  is  to  be  feared,  the  anfwer  of  maoy 
would  be,  if  they  fhould  be  ingenuous,  wq  were  taUdng 
about  our  corn,  cattle,  merchandife,  families,  relatioDS, 
&c. ;  thefe  things,  alas,  many  bring  in  their  mouths  to 
the  very  church*doon  But,  (hould  we  fearch  more  nir- 
rowly,  and  propofe  another  queftion-:  •^  What  manner 
of  thoughts  were  thofe  you  entertained  'that  night,  or 
that  morning,  before  the  facrament  ?"  Oh,  the  world 
would  cry,  ^  and  Jbame  on  the  thoughts  of  many  if 
they  were  known.  Well,  remember  it,  our  all- feeing Loid 
knows  them  all,  and  you  may  exped  he  will  anfwa  yoa 
s^ccording  to  the  idols  of  your  heart.  O  purge  your 
keans  from  vain  thoughts  and  fequeftrate  yourfelvesfrom 
Worldly  buCnefs,  if  you  would  rightly  prepare  for  this 
ordinance,  and  profit  in  partaking  of  it. 

Direct.  VIIL  Set  fome  time  apart  for  the  work  of 
felf  examinadon,  before  you  approach  to  the  Lord's 
table. 

THIS  is  a  duty  indlfpenfibly  neceflary  unto  worthy 
partaking,  i  Cor.  xu  28.  '<  But  let  a  man  examine  him- 
felf,  and  fo  let  him  eat  of  that  bread,  and  drink  of  that 
cup.'*  The  word  which  the  apoftle  ufeth  here,  dokmuh 
%eto^  fignifies  a  diligent  and  narrow  fearch  into  the  na* 
ture  and  properties  of  a  thing,  as  a  goldfmith  proves  the 
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^oodnefs  of  his  metaU    It  lies  in  a  c]o(e  and  free^om- 
xnuning  with  our  own  hearts^  by  fiftingour  fouls  before 
die  tribunsU  of  confeience,  sknd  bringing  our  ftate  and 
actions  to  be  tried  there  by  the  rule  of  God's  word^ 
Self  examination  is  a  reflex  aft"  of  the  mind,  whereby^ 
We  turn  our  eyes  backward,  aUd  take  a  view  df  our  by* 
paft  life  \  and  alfo  iniArard,  in  order  to  ranfack  the  ftate 
of  our  hearts,  and  the  principles  and  fcope  of  oiir  ac^^ 
tiohs,  by  putting  fuch  ^ueftiOns  to  ourfelves  as  thefe» 
*''   What  hare  we  been  doing  ?  Wherein  haVe  we  of- 
fended ?  What  arc  we  doing  now  ?  Where  am  I,  and 
whither  do  I  deGgn  to  go  ?  What  (hall  1  do  to  be  fav* 
ed  >    Wherewithal  fliall  I  appear  before  the  Lord  ?** 
This  duty  fuppofes  a  ferious  paufe  of  the  foul,  an  ar- 
refting  of  the  thoughts,  and  an  awakening  of  our  powers 
and  faculties  to  be  attentive  to  this  w6rk,  that  we  may- 
proceed  with  all  calmnefs  and  ferenity,  fcrioiifnefs  and 
deliberation,  in  a  matter  fo  important,  that  we  may  find 
Out  the  truth  of  bur  ftate,  and  fincefity  df  our  perfor- 
mances, the  corruption  of  our  hearts^  aiid  enormities  of 
our  lives.     And  this  muft  be  an  e,za£):  and  impartial 
&arch.     A  general  furVey  of  ourfelVes  will  not  fuffice 
to  difcover  things  as  they  really  are  \  for  Satan  and  our 
own  hearts  are  very  deceitful,  and  ready  to  inipofe  up« 
on  us  in  this  matter :   Fhereforii  we  nmft  be  very  faith- 
ful and  parricuiar  in  our  examination  before  the  facra- 
ment,  and  not  fift  in  generals,- or  <!ontent  ourfelves  with 
a  fuperficial  enquiry.     Some;  at  fuch  an  occafion,  ad: 
like  Nebuchadnezzar,  Dan.  ii   3.  5.  "  I. have  dreamed 
a  dream,  (fays  he)  but  the  thing  is  gone  from  me:* 
So,  fay  fome,  /  have  Jinned^  1  have*  come  jbort :    biit 
fcarce  can  teii  wherein,  when  put  to  it. 

If  you  would  deal  faithfully  in  this  work,  yoii  muft 
retire  from  the  world,  and  fummon  yourfelves  to  the 
bar  of  your  own  confciences,  acciife  yourfelves  plainly^ 
and  try  yourfelves  impartially  by  the  laws  of  heaven,  re- 
giftered  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  And  if  you  wduld  have  i, 
laft  fentencepronoUncedconcertiingyour  ftate  and  ways, 
then  ye  muft  in  the  firft  place  look  up  to  God  for  lights 
dire£kion,  and  afBftance ;  and  then  ye  muft  excite  and  a- 
i^akc  ionfci^nce  to  do  its  office,  and  to  fpeak  and  judge 
3  E  i  for 
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for  God  :  Sor  tliDugh  » Judge  be  cm  tbc  htt^\  ftt  if 
he  be  Aeaf,  tliunb^  or  udecp^  be  cannot  jud^  Co^ 
fiiience  tKcn  mull  be  n>uted  upi  alid  ch^rf^  to  a£fc 
faithfully  %  «sd  you  (bould  pray  t<>  God  for  a  lively  tad 
tender  confcience^  that  will  give  juft  atid  ifv^NKtisl  jw^ 
lAenu  A  deaf  confcicncei  that  heara  Bothiiig»  a  dmtSk 
coinfcience,  that  fpcaks  tiotbingi  a  flc^py  coDtcteoce,  that 
feek  notfaix^gf  ia  the  greateft  fJteigue  ki  the  workL  Bat 
O  tt  is  a  preat  mercy  to  have  a  waking  aad  tcmlcr  con 
Icience,  that  vifili  f^itUCulty  do  its  oflke  iii  the  d«y  of 
felf-exaroinatioii^  efpeciaUy  before  a  iiMn«ieiiC. 

This  duty  is  abfohitely  nedeflary ;  for  without  it  «e 
oafiaot  ktiow  how  it  is  with  «8,  w«  cattiiet  kfloNT  o«r 
plagues  and  miferies,  our  dele£^6  aad  tieoeffities  i  aiKl# 
til)  fudK  a  time  as  we  know  thefe,  w<e  will  neither  valve 
nor  apply  the  remedy  provided  for  u»  in  (he  iadtamcfet 
Nay,  we  will  be  ready  to  oiiftake  our  wnditioit)  and 
think  we  are  in  a  good  (laie^  that  we  have  true  gnocv 
when  really  we  have  it  not*  There  ia  much  ^m^cv^ 
grace  lA  the  world,  and  many  are  deceived  tbcreviiki 
yea  there  is  no  grace  but  what  haih  its  mmtinfiit* 
what  did  Mofes  for  a  tknei  but  the  Igyptian  forocms 
did  thelik/e  ?  Did  Mofes  bring  frcfgs  on  thehnd?  feilid 
they.  And  the  magicians  blood  and  bogs  fecaied  M 
real  as  thofe  produced  by  Mofes ;  and  yet  Ihey  mm 
nothing  but  comoterfeits  and  external  appearances*  So 
there  is  noihing  a  true  Ch'riftian  iMth  or  ean  doy  bat 
hypocrites  may  have  and  do  the  fame  iM  to  outw«id  ap- 
pearances. Therefore)  it  is  neceffftry  webriligoiir  gr^ 
and  duties  to  be'  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  &n£ltwy* 

O  commuaicanta,  would  you  know  how  matters  aie 
with  you  now,  and  how  it  is  like  €o  fate  With  you  far 
ever  ?  Would  you  have  your  heafrte  afibAed  with  yottr 
condition,  and  made  acquaint  with  Jefua  Chrifl  i  Wodd 
you  havea  vifit  from  Chrift  at  hia  table  i  Would  youhafe 
grace  quickened,  and  your  watito  fappliod  ^  Would  yoa 
be  worthy  receivers*  and  prevent  your  eating  anddfiak* 
mg  your  own  damnation  i  Then  examiae  yomfehes 
before  ye  approach.  Many  a  Chriftian  can  dedare, 
that  the  time  of  their  fearching  ibtafelves  is  their 
younger  years,  ia  order  to  prepare  lor  the  Lord'a  table, 
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'vas  the  Tcry  time  their  Ikeartt  were  firft  engaged  to  ^c^ 
fus  Chrift  and  ibious  godlincfs.  O  whorcfore  is  it  that 
there  are  fo  naaay  dead  and  formal  commuaicantt  \  whf 
to  many  hatd^heaited  and  impenitent  finncTB,  who  could 
never  yet  be  broujirht  to  mourn  for  their  fins^  or  turn 
from  them  to  God  and  hoiinefs  ?  The  reafon  is  piaia- 
from  God*8  word,  Jer.  viti.  6^  Lam.  iii.  40«  PCil.  eadx. 
59.  Thej  are  ftraojera  to  the  dvcy  of  felf^examiiia^ 
tfton* 

If  yodi  negie£l  to  examine  yowielves,  remember  y Ott 
faaHre  to  do  with  an  allrleeing  and  faeart-feaTching  God« 
vho  will  not  £m1  lio  exannne  and  find  out  every  careleft- 
and  KBtwortlq^  coitomunicant  to  hit  atter  diame  and  con*' 
f  iiiton.     Ciurift,  wbofc  eyes  9»e  i«  a  laiMe  of  €re,  will' 
certainlyoome  in  and  fee  the  guefts,  and  when  he  coftlt8»* 
he  will  look  narrowly  upon  them  :    And,  thougb  the 
houfc  be  ivS^  of  g«eftst  ke  will  ifj  out  *'  one  man  that' 
wants  a  wcdding-gamientj  Mat..xxii«.|  i«     In  a  gfcat 
ground  or  aaltki^e*  one  fingle  man  might  think  to 
icalk  and  not  be  fovnd  onti  bat  we  fee  diat  ttot  otte 
man  canefisape  bis  nevdng  eyes;    ftf  left  then  caa 
ftety,  fifty,  or  an  temdrod  anirwliiy  cbsunanicaais 
think  to  elcape  in  one  of  our  conp^atims.     A{aitt» 
10— eaiber  a^t  was  the  f  Jte  of  the  man  diat  came'  to 
the  feaft  without  the  weddings  garaieat«     &  the  firft 
fdaoe,  we  &e  oar  Lord  not  only  fpied  and  fkigled  Inai 
out,  bat  he  examined  fains  afib.     The  man  £id  come 
widsoat  examining  himielf  before  hand  whether  he  had 
thb  wedding-garment  or  not  ^  but  God  fmartty  exam*- 
iaoi  hinu    So  that  we  fee^  thofe  who  will  not  be  at 
the  pai^s  and  tioaUe  to  examine  themfelres,  God  wiU 
pxaanae  them  to  parpofe:  Tea,  it  wall  be  fach  an  ex- 
aniaatxoa,  as  the  chkf  captain  commanded  Paul  to  be 
examined  witb.  Ads  xxii  24.  Tiz«  that  he  fhould  be 
*'  examined  by  £Door|;iag«''    Every  queftton  and  inter- 
rogatory that  God  wdl  pot.  to  a  finner,  or  any  oni^or- 
thy  coamiunicantt  will  hare  a  laih  or  ding  along  with  it. 
Wiwt  ^fiourgif^  qu^ion  did  be  pnt  to  that  matit  Mat* 
ziiL  la*  ^  Friend,  how  cameft  thoa  inhitheri  not  hav- 
ing a  weddiag*ganaent  f    It  was  fo  iharp,  it  drew 
hiood  of  his  con^citnce  \  nay,  it  ftunned  and  cbttftfua*- 
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ded  him  ;  it  is  faid,  he  ijoas  fpeecbkfs.  Friend,  (ayt  bci 
why  ?  Thou  profefleft  thyfeif  to  be  a  friend  of  Chrift^ 
and  doft  aflbciate  thyfeif  with  his  friends  ;  but,  in  thy 
heart  thou  art  an  enemy  to  Chrift»  a  tiaitor  that  comcft 
to  ftab  him  under  the  fifth  rib,  •*  Therefore  bind  faim 
harid  and  foot,  and  take  him  away,"  &c«  ver.  13  In. 
the  mean  time,  the  man  is  fpeecUefs,  Ghrift-condem- 
ned,  and  felf- condemned )  he  had  nothing  to  (ay  aguoft 
the  jufttce  of -the  fenttnce.  The  man  that  comes  widn 
out  a  wedding  garment  on  his  back,  (hall  not  go  with- 
out chains  and  fetters  on  his  feet,  his  hands,  yea,  on 
his  heart,  his  will,  his  confcience,  and  bis  whole  ibv!« 
Better  for  the  man  to  have  examined  himfelf,  and  ib 
to  have  prevented  this  terrible  examination  and  (b* 
tence. 

God's  queftions  to  unworthy  receivers  win  be  lum^ 
pluf&ng  and  confounding.     Confiderthefe  (tinging  in- 
terrogatories, Ifai^  i.  12.     "  Who  hath  required  this  at 
{our  hand,  to  tread  my  courts  V*  Pfal.  f.  16.    "  What 
ft(i  thou  to  do  to  take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  ?" 
Jer.  vii.  9,  10.    «*  Will  ye  fteal,  murder,  commit  adul- 
tery, and  walk  after  other  gods,  and  come  and  ftaiul 
betore  me  in  this  houfe  f **    Thefc  be  fcourging  cxamh 
nations,  that  fetch  blood  at  every  ftroke  \  and  .you  may 
look  for  it  that  God  will. come  and  examine  thee  thu^ 
either  by  an  awakened  confcience  in  this  life,'  or  at  a 
dying  hour,  or  aflbon  as  thou  entered  into  eteroity; 
•*  And  who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  coming  T*  Now, 
the  way  to  prevent  fuch  an  examination,  is  to  examis^ 
yourfdves :  For,  "  if  we  would  judge  ourfelves,  we 
(hould  not  be  judged."    David  did  not  fear  God's  t> 
amination,  when  he  had  examined  himfelf  finceiely  b^ 
fore  hand ;   nay,  with  a  humble  confidence  he  doth 
appeal   to  God  to  fearch  him,  Pffl.  cxxxix.  ij*  ^ 
Search  me,  Q  God^  and  know  .my  heart,  try  me,  &c« 
Wouldft  thou  prevent  the  terror  of  God's  fearch,  then 
put  fearching  queftions  to  yourfelf  before  hand,  and  fee 
how  matters  are  with  your  (bul.     It  is  better  to  have 
confcience  awakened  to  fearch  thee  how,  than  to  ftaw 
it  awakened  in  hell,  where  there  is  no  j^acc  for  rejpcn- 
tancc,    '  _.. 
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This  it  a  duty  incumbent,  not  only  on  natural  and 
tmrenewed  mcn^  and  upon  thofc  who  were  not  at  the 
Lord's  table  before,  but  even  upon  the  beft  of  men,  and 
tfaofe  whehaTecommunicated  frequently-  We  can  never 
be  too  fare  about  our  foul's  eftate ;  befides,  we  daily 
contra  A  new  guilt,  are  liable  to  new  decays,  new  wants^ 
new  burdens  and  grievances :  And  therefore  the  bcft 
have  need  to  examine  themfelves  every  time  they  repair 
to  this  holy  feaft,  but  much  more  they  who  were  never 
there  before. 

Now  there  are  fevcral  things  you  ought  to  enquire  in- 
to at  fuch  a  tinne.  i.  The  ftate  and  condition  of  your 
fouls*  2.  Your  fins  and  (hortcomings.  3.  Your  wants 
and  necefiities.  4.  Your  ends  and  defigns.  5.  Your 
graces  and  qualifications 

1  have  difcourfed  all  thefe  points  very  fully  in  ray  fa- 
cramental  catechifm,  from  page  1 17.  to  page  210.  (firfi 
edit. )  to  which  the  reader  is  referred.  Some  few  things 
more  I  (hall  add  here, 

I.     Of  the  Examination  of  our  State. 

Seeing  this  holy  feaft  belongs  only  to  the  children  of 
Qod,  and  thofe  that  are  ftrangers  have  no  right  to  it,  it 
highly  concerns  all  that  deiign  to  approach  .to  the  Lord's 
table,  to  examine  what  ftate  they  are  in.  As  the  Lord 
cried  to  Adam  in  the  garden,  Aiam^  where  art  thou  ? 
fo  do  thou  cry.  to  thy  foul,  O  my  foul,  where  art  thou  ? 
Art  thou  in  the  broad  way  or  in  the  narrow  ?  Whether 
art  thou  in  $atan's  or  in  Chrift's  camp  ?  Whether  un- 
der a  covenant  of  works,  or  a  covenant  of  grace  ?  Under 
a  cloud  of  wrath,  or  a  banner  of  love?  In  a'fpectal 
m^inner,  there  are  two  important  queftions  that  every 
communicant  Oiould  much  think  upon ;  Whofe  am  IT 
and,  Whomferve  I?  Happy  is  the  man  that  can  anfwer 
both  thefe  queftions  with  Paul,  Adisxxvii.  23.  ^'  It  is  God 
whofe  I  am,  and  whom  I  ferve."  It  is  not  the  devil,  it  is 
not  the  world,  it  is  not  my  lufts :  but  God,  whofe  I 
am,  and  whom  I  ferve.  Surely  Paul,  in  this  condition^ 
the'  apoordjC^ifedprifoner,  was  happier  than  Csefar  him- 
|clf|  to  whofe  bar  be  was  then  going.    Alas,  it  is  to  be 
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feafod,  there  are  many  cominunicants»  if  they  vnM 
anfwcr  the  forefatd  queftions  CTtt)y>  might  fa^.  It  is  not 
God}  bui  the  devil*  or  the  world,  or  flemiy  lBfta»  whrft 
I  am,  and  whoivi  I  fewe.  ^  Ohi  Lord,  pity  fech,  vd 
open  their  eye$  to  fee  what  woful  inaftera  and  bad  fer* 
▼ice  they  are  engaged  unto,  and  delirer  them  fpctdily 
from  their  bondage.'^ 

.  Lcok  then  to  yourfeNes,  eianune  youf  ftate,  and  fee 
if  yott  be  among  thoie  who  have  a  right  to  this  ikied 
meal/    Have  you  thefe  chara£ters  ? 

I.  Are  you  priefts  to  God  ?  Under  the  law,  it  vat 
not  lawful  for  any  to  eat  of  the  (hcw-bread  but  the 
priefts,  Mark  ii.  26.  fo,  under  the  gofpel,  none  hare  a 
light  to  eat  of  thisconfecrated  bread  but  tfaofe  #ho  peiw 
tain  to  the  fpiritual  priefthood.  Try  then  if  ye  be  pnife 
to  God,  u  Are  you  fet  apart  and  dedicated  to  God, 
by  your  own  confent  and  voluntary  refignatton  i  2- Are 
you  related  to  the  gresit  high  prieft  of  the  church,  Jefai 
Chrift,  and  do  you  pertain  to  his  family  i  3*  Are  yw 
confecrated  to  God,  being  walked  in  Chrift^a  blood? 
Rev.  i.  5. 6.  '**  He  hath  lov^d  us  and  waihed  us  in  Us 
blood,  and  he  hath  made  us  priefts,  unto  God.**  4.  Do 
you  c^er  up  to  God  die  fpiritual  faerifiees  of  pravcr  sod 
praifea?  Heb.  xiii.  15.  5.  Do  you  prefent  the  lacrificc 
of  Chrift's  blood  and  merits,  in  th«  h^mi  of  faidi,  todi* 
vine  juftice,  whenever  you  find  yourfelvea  aceuied  bf 
the  law,  or  challenged  by  confcience  i  well  then,  if  yoo 
have  thefe  marks  of  piiefts,  it  is  lawful  for  you  to  cant 
and  eat  of  this  holy  (hew-bread* 

II.  Are  you  m:embe«s  of  God'a  family  and  houikoM) 
then  have  you  a  right  to  this  precious  food :  Fov  Chii^s 
fleih  and  blood  in  the  fsKTvamenl  ia  the  fvod  diat  God 
provides  for  thofe  of  his  own  houfhold ;  aot  for  fti^agetf 
or  foreigners,  not  for  dogs  or  profane  pevfons,  MaMv. 
26*  **  It  is  not  meet  (faith  our  Lord)  to  take  the  chil* 
diren's  bread  and  caft  it  to  dogs."  Ace  yoit  childrei  of 
the;  family  ?  then  may  you  eat  of  the  houfh^ld  pmvi* 
Son*  But  alx,  may  fome  fay,  how  (hall  we  b^  mnrocreik 
among  the  children  .^  Have  ye  faith  in  a  RcdeeoKS^ 
thjtn  are  ye  amoii^  the  chiidien.  Gal.  in.  ^  ^  Ye  aie 
all  the  children  qi  God  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.''    Are 
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ye-  bom  In  bis  boufc  ?.  Is  there  a  favuig  change  wraugh^ 
upon  you  ?  Have  ypu  the  naturts  of  children  ?  Arc  yc 
friends  of  Chrifl«  ^Qd  iinn^ie  well  withers  to  him,  his , 
•fairily  ind  intcreft  in  the  world  ?  then  you  have  a  right 
to  the  childrens  ))rcaii. 

Ill*  Obfer^x  the  ch^mflers  of  thofc  who  were  admit- 
ted to  eat  of  the  paiTover  in  Ezra's  time»  Ezra.  vi.  2f. 
**  And  the  children  of  Ifrael  who  were  come  again  ont 
of  captivity,  and  ail  fuch  a^t  had  feparated  themfelves 
from  the  nlthioels  of  the  heathen  of  the  land^  to  feck 
the  JUord  God  of  Ifrael,  did  eat."  Now,  tliere  are  three 
charaAers  of  thefe  ancient  partakers  mentioned  : 

1.  They  were  fuch  of  the  Ifraelites  as  tv^e  come  out 
^  captivity  ;  for,  while  they  were  captives  in  Babylon* 
they  did  not  eat  the  paffover.  Well,  try  yourfclves  if 
you  be  among  Chhft's  ranfomed  captives,  delivered 
from  the  bondage  of  iatan,  the  ceigniog  power  of  fin^ 
aod  captivity  of  your  lulls* 

2.  They  were  fuch  as  had  feparated  tbefnfehes  from 
the  JUtbinefi  rf  the  beaihen*  viz.  Swearing,  whorin^« 
druakennefs^  profanation  of  the  Lord's  diy,  &c.  theJfe 
things  are  the  £lthinefs  of  the  heathens.  Examine,  if 
you  be  feparated  from  all  thefe  abominations,  not  only 
from  the  pradice,  but  even  from  the  love  of  them. 

3*  They  were  fuch  as  deigned  (incerely  t9  feek  the 
Lord  God  of  Ifrael.  WeU,  can  you  fay  k  is  the  great 
aim  of  your  foul>  in  approaching  to  the  Lord's  table,  to 
feek  the  Lord  and  MaAer  of  the  fead ;  it  is  not  the 
outward  ordinance,  but  a  gracious  meeting  with  the 
God  of  ordinances,  that  your  fouls  thirft  for«  Then 
you  may  come  and  eat  of  the  gofpel-paiTover. 

By  thefe,  and  fuch  like  chara^ers,  let  communicants 
examine  what  (late  they  are  in,  before  they  adventure 
to  this  holy  table*  This  is  a  fcaft  for  Chrift's  friends 
to  eat  of.  Cant.  v.  i.  And  if  enemies  thruft  themrchres 
in  among  them,  it  is  at  their  higheft  periL  This  ordi- 
nance fuppofes  you  to  be  within  that  covenant  which  it 
doth  feal ;  for  thofe  who  are  out  of  the  covenant  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  feals  of  it.  It  fuppoies  you  to 
have  fomething  of  that  fpiritual  life  which  it  doth  fa  (tain 
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and  nonriih ;  fo  that  thofe  who  are  dead  in  fin  bate 
no  right  to  meddle  with  it.  Uncircamcifed  pcribnt 
were  not  to  eat  of  the  paflbffer ;  fo  neither  are  ume- 
siewed  perfons  to  eat  of  the  Lord's  fupper.  Too  moft 
be  born  before  you  can  eat ;  you  muft  be  united  to 
Chrift  before  you  can  feed  on  him  \  you  cannot  reoeift 

1*uice  or  fap  from  the  vine  except  you  are  a  branch  in  it. 
t  very  much  concerns  you  then  at  fuch  a  time  to  en- 
quire narrowly  into  the  ftate  of  your  fouls ;  and,  m  or- 
der  to  attain  a  true  difcovery  thereof,  you  ought  to  pat 
plain  and  particular  queftions  to  yourfeWes,  and  charge 
your  confcienceSi  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  to  givefite 
and  ingenuous  anfwers  thereto.  And,  for  inftancci 
fee  what  anfwers  you  can  give  to  thefe  queftions  fal- 
lowing. 

^uefi.  I.  **  Have  I  nercr  been  fpiritually'cnHghteo- 
'  ed,'*  and  got  my  eyes  opened  to  fee  the  depravation  of 
my  nature,  and  the  finfulnefs  of  my  heart  and  life,  and 
that  1  am  all  as  an  unclean  thing  before  God  ? 

^/g/?.  2.  **  Have  I  been  truly  convinced  and  made 
fenfiblc  of  the  exceeding  evil  that  is  in  fin  ?*  Is  mj 
heart  touched  with  a  deep  remorfe  for  it,  and  biooght 
to  lothe  it,  and  willingly  to  forfake  every  known  fm  i 
Was  1  ever  brought  the  length,  even  to  he  willing  to  be 
loofed  from  this  body  of  fleQi,  that  I  may  be  freed  from 
the  body  of  fin  ? 

^'$^'  :?•  "  Have  I  been  brought  to  fee  my  abfolotc 
need  of  Chrift'*  to  fave  me  from  fin  and  wrath,  to  bring 
me  unto  God,  and  to  give  me  grace  and  glory  i  HaTC 
I  feen  fuch  beauty,  and  tafted  luch  fweetnefs  in  Chrift, 
that  Jie  is  truly  precious  to  me,  and  altogether  lordf  in 
my  efteem,  fo  that  I  would  willingly  part  with  all  diings 
for  him. 

!^ffi.  4*  *•  Have  I  a  covcnant-relation  to  and  inter* 
eft  in  God,  as  mine  ?'*  Have  I  made  choice  of  him  as  my 
God  and  portion,  and  have  I  refigncd  and  given  up  mj- 
felf  to  him  ?  Can  I  fay,  I  am  thine,  Lord,  and  all  I  hate, 
both  body  and  foul  ?  Are  my  eyes  the  Lord's  to  behold 
his  wondrous  works  ?  Arc  my  ears  his,  to  hear  hit 
heavenly  word  ?  Arc  my  taftc  and  fmcll  hisj  to  rclift 

hii 
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Jus  furpafiing  fwectnefs  in  the  creatures  ?  h  my  tongue  - 
his,  to  proclaim  and  triumph  in  hia  praife  ?  Are  my 
hands  bis,  to  work  what  is  good,  and  to  help  his  peoplb  ? 
Are  my  feet  his,  to  walk  in  his  ways?  Is  my  under* 
ftanding  his,  to  know  his  will,  and  contemplate  lus 
perfeAions  i  Is  my  memory  his,  to  treafure  up  his  coun« 
feU  and  promifes  ?  Is  my  confcience  his,  for  a  deputy 
to  accufc  or  excufe  under  him  ?  Is  my  will  his,  to  chuli 
or  refufe  according  to  hip  pleafure  ?  Is  my  grief  his,  to 
mourn  for  what  is  ofienlive  to  him  i  Is  my  hatred  his, 
to  abhor  and  flee  from  what  is  hateful  to  him  ?  Are  my 
defires  his,  to  long  and  pant  for  his  prefence  ?  My  love 
his,  to  embrace  him  ?  My  delight  his,  to  acquiefce  fully 
and  contentedly  in  him  ? 

^efi*  5*  **  Is  fin  in  fome  meafure  mortified  in  me  ?'^ 
Do  1  find  it  weaker,  or  have  I  more  ftrength  to  refift  ic 
than  formerly  ?  Is  it  now  my  grief  and  burden  to  find 
it  moving  and  ftirring  in  my  heart  i 

^ift.  6.  **  Doth  the  intereft  of  God.  my  Creator 
and  Redeemer  prevail  in' my  he^' above  the  intereft  of 
the  world,  or  of  the  fleih  ?  Do  I  feek  chiefly,  and  above 
all  things*  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  riehteoufnefs  i 
Do  I  prefer  Jerufalem  above  my  chief  joy  ? 

Now,  if  you  thus  examine  yourfelves,  and  commune 
with  your  pwn  hearts  in  fecret,  you  may,  by  theblefling 
of  God,  come  to  find  out  the  truth  concerning  your  fpi« 
ritual  ftate  and  condition. 

ObjeB*  "  But  may  we  not  miftake  in  examining  our 
ftate  ?  Do  not  we  fee  the  rnoft  part  of  men  prefuming 
that  their  ftate  is  fafe  and  good^  and  having  little  doubt 
of  their  right  to  the  childrens  bread  ?" 

-^^*  yftt  There  are  many,  we  .need  make  no  great 
queftion  anent  their  ftate ;  fuch  as  the  grofsly  ignorant, 
who  know  not  the  mifery  of  a  natural  ftate,  nor,  their 
need  of  Chrift }  and  the  openly  profane,  who  go  in  the 
broad  way  of  fwearing,  lying,  drunkennefs,  negle£l  of 
prayer,  &c«  He  that  runs  nuy  read  their  chara^er,  that 
they  .are  Chriftlefs  and  unconverted  t  Whoever  they  be 
that  arc  in  this  ftate^  and  go  in  it^  they  ate  unfit  for 
3  Y%  this 
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thi*  ordinance,  they  arc  liot  mvifrf  gtH^ft^i  thqr  hie 
no  part  tier  lot  ti^  this  that ter .  Ignoraftt  perfims  can- 
not examine  themfclvcs,  nor  dffcern  the  Lord's  baly; 
profane  pcffons  mock  God,  when  they  pretend  to  ftrf 
a  covenant  trirh  him  r  And,  if  they  throft  themrehes 
npon  this  table,  they  'affront  Chrift,  and  feal  their  own 
condemnation.  We  would  reckon  it^  loathfowe  fight 
to  fee  fome  dead  €Or|)fe,  ©rtncn  ftdl  df  plague- ferrcs,  fit 
ch>Wn  befide  us  at  our  tables :  And,  do  yoti  think  Ast 
the  living  and  holy  God  can  4ook  with  pleafure  upon 
dead  finners,  or  thofe  with  the  runnmg  ulcers  of  fwcar* 
ihg,  druiikennefs,  &c.  fitting  at  his  holy  table  ?  Let  aH 
fuch  (land  oS\  for  they  will  find  poifoti  in  the  bread, 
snd  death  in  the  cup,  and  go  airay  worfe  than  tbcy 
can^e.  This  is  not  a  conrcrting  but  a  confirming  oidi- 
riance  in  its  own  nature,  and  therefore  doth  foppofe 
that  they  are  converted,  and  in  Chrift,  who  come  to  it. 
2.  Tnere  are  othets  who  come  the  length  of  a  form 
and  profeffibn  o^  religion,  that  yet  are  in  a  bad  ftate; 
and,  if  they  would  allow  thcmfelvcs  the  free  ufcof  Acir 
re;»fon,  and  compare  their  cafe  with  the  ^ord,  they  might 
cafily  perceive  the  badneft  of  their  condition.  Upon  a 
fmall  fcarch  they  might  difcover,  that  though  they  per- 
form fome  duties,  yet  it  is  not  for  the  glory  of  God,  but 
to  be  fcen  of  men,  or  fofatisfy  a  natural  confeiencc; 
they  reft  upon  their  duties,  and  make  a  faviour  of  (hem ; 
And  though  they  read,  hear,  or  pray,  yet  they  never 
notice  heart- work  ;  they  love  the  world  more  than  God, 
and  mind  the  things  of  the  llefli  tnore  than  the  things  of 
the  fpirit ;  they  arc  carclefs  about  fecret  prayers,  and 
allow  themfelves  in  known  fin ;  they  fuffer  pride,  cove* 
toufnefs,  malice,  revenge,  and  other  lufts  to  reign  in 
their  1  eirts,  without  rcfifting  them,  or  mourning  for 
ihem  :  And  furcly  theft  are  black  marks  of  a  Chriftlefi 
itate.  Andlf  ye  would  jit  up  a  tribunal  in  your  oim 
breads,  and  hear  what  God*s  word  and  your  own  con* 
fcicnces  would  cpndnde  concerning  your  condition,  ye 
would  find  yourfclves  ranked  among  the-  unclean,  and 
fuch  as  have  no  right  to  the  childrcns  bread,  while  you 
remain  in  your  prefenl  ftate:  But  alas,  bow  many 
fuch  do  rufli  upon  this  folemn  ordinance,  without  any 
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facart*feaTch,  or  acquaintance  with  thcmfclres !  They 
ttufk  to  their  otttward  form,  and  hence  flatter  therti« 
felveg  that  they  atie  fafe  enough  \  and'  fo,  like  ihtfioiijb 
nfirgifis^  they  flumber  aWay  their  tuDe,  ftill  dreaming  of 
heaveti  and  ha|>pin€fB;  and  nothing  that  God's  5V0fd 
or  minifters  do  fay  will  undeceive  theiti|  till  the  try 
ai  fHidmgbt  awakes  them  ;  and  behold,  then^  When 
they  open  their  eyes,  thev  meet  with  an  ^ternal  difap<> 
pointment :  When  they  thought  on  nothing  but  open 
gates  at -the  firft  knock,  befaoId|  the  draw^  bridge  dF 
mercy  i$  taken  up^  and  the  gafea  of  heaven  (htit  itl,  ahd 
they  hear  notkihg  but  that  terrible  voice,  *'  depart  from 
me,  I  know  ydu  not/^  O  that  he  who  fearcheth  Jtfrit* 
falem  with  candles,  and  knows  the  heart,  Would  Unde*' 
ceive  yru  and  awi^ken  you  in  tiAie  1 

3.  There  arc  others  who  are  really  in  a  good  flaW, 
though  the  evidences  of  it  are  not  (b  clear  to  them  t ' 
Satan  ratfe^  many  fogs  and  mifts  to  obfcure  the  fight  o€ 
gracei  and  the  faving  change  that  the  fpirit  of  God 
hath  wrought  in  their  fouU.  Befides  what  \  have  for- 
merly faid,  I  (hall  add  thefe  few  remarks  or  queitiona 
mere  whereby  you  may  decern  it : 

1 .  *•  Have  you  gOt  new  dtfcoveries  of  things  which' yc 
bad  not  before  ?"  Though  perhaps  ye  cannot  tell  exaAly 
the  time,  manner  and  fteps  of  the  change  \  yet  can  ye 
fay,  with  thei/ind  tnan,  John  ix.  25.*  "  One  thing  I 
know,  that  whereas  once  I  was  blind,  now  1  fee-'' 
*•  Once  I  faw  little  evil  in  fin,  but  now  I  fee  it  ex- 
ceeding vile  anddanrnable:  Once  I  thought  there 
was  fome  good  thing  in  me,  but  now  I  fee  my  heart 
is  deceitful  and  defperately  wicked,  and  fwarming  ftili 
of  bafe  kifts :  Once  I  flighted  heart- holinefs,  but  now  I 
fee  it  to  be  moft  beautiful  and  neceifary :  Once  I  faw 
little  need  of  Chrift,  but  now  I  fee  he  is  more  necef- 
'fary  to  my  foul,  than  meat  and  drink  to  my  body : 
Once  I  faw  littie  beauty  in  Chrift,  but  now  I  fee  him 

*  to  be  the  chiefed  among  ten  thoufand,  nay,  among  a!i 
the  thoufands  in  the  world*"  Then  to  be  fure  thetc  is 
a  change  wrought  s  though  ye  were  once  darknefs^  yet 
now  are  ye  light  in  abe  Lord/ 

2.  ••  What  arc  thefc  things  you  arc  moft  taken  up 

and 
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and  concerned  about  ?**  Can  you  fay,  once  k  vai  mf 
queftion,  "  What  (hall  I  eat,  .what  (hall  I  Onk^  uA 
therewithal  (hall  I  be  clothed  ?''  But  now  m^  fat 
queftion  13,  <*  What  ihall  I  do  to  befaved  ?"  Otttnf 
main  care  was  to  fecure  and  increafe  my  temponl 
joyments ;  but  now  it  is  to  lay  up  my  treafure  in  bo  I 
ven,  and  clear  up  the  evidences  for  it :  Once  the  vodii  ! 
and  temporal  things  were  my  uptaking  buiinels-,  Wt 
now  my  Saviour,  my  foul,  and  eternltyi  arc  my  diief 
concerns,  and  ly  nearcft  to  my  heart. 

3.  How  (land  your  hearts  towards  fecret  aod  fpliksat 
duties,  and  towards  fecret  and  fpiritual  (ins  ?  i.  As  fee 
the  firft,  Do  youearoeftly  defire  and  (ludy  patience  1 
der  affllAion^  meeknefs  under  injuries,  and  conteotmeat 
with  your  lot  and  condition  >  Do  you  ftudy  huimBtj 
and  lowHnefs  of  mind,  and  defite  to  have  pride  brocgk 
down,  that  you  may  be  ftill  lower  in  your  own  eyes?  Are 
ye  delighted  with  fecret  mourning  for  Gn  ?   Are  ye  is.* 

I  fitous  of  intimate  convcrfe  with  God  by  focrct  prayerasi 

\  meditation  i   Wherever  grace  is  wrought  iu  the  hest, 

I  it  bends  towards  Gpd,  and  centers  in  him*    It  is  die 

I  voice  and  very  firft  cry  of  the  new  creature  in  the  (bcii 

!  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  28.  ^  It  is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  to 

God."    Nearnefs  to  God  is  the  mean  of  its  livclihorf 

and  fubfiftcnce.    This  is  given  as  th^  mark  of  Paul'i 

change,  ASsix*  11.  "  Behold,  he  praycth."  The  Spirt 

of  grace  is  never  a  dumb  Spirit,  Zech.  xii.  10.  GaI.  !t« 

6.     But,  if  thou  art  a  ftranger  to  convcrfe  with  God  la 

fecret  duties,,  it  is  a  fad  fign  of  thy  eftrangemcnt  to  a 

faving  change  upon  thy  foul. 

4,  How  ftand  you  affecled  to  fecret  and  fpiritual  lios? 
Are  you  grieved  for  your  pride  and  ambition,  envy,  un- 
belief, atheidical  thoughts,  backwardnefs  to  duty  ?  &£• 
Do  ye  feel  the  ftirrings  of  indwell  uig  corruption  ^ 
heart  lufts,  and  earneftly  drive  againft  them  r  Doth  the 
eye  of  God,  or  the  love  of  Chrift,  reitrain  you  as  much 
from  fecret  fins,  as  from  open  tranfgrelfiom  ?  Do  yoa 
ubhor  the  temptations  to  fin,  and  (tart  at  the  firit  ap* 
pearance  thereof,  like  Jofeph,  Gen.  xxvi,  "  How  can  I 
do  this  great  wickcdnefs,  and  fin  againft  God. 
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OhjeSf.  "  Alas,  I  am  a  poor,  dark,  confufcd  creature, 
I  know  not  what  to  make  of  my  cafe  5  I  would  fomc^ 
times  fain  lay  claim  to  fome  of  the  fortfaid  marks,  but 
prcfcntly  I  am  beat  off,  and  all  is  darkened  to  me  :  For, 
when  I  begin  to  confider  narrowly,  I  cannot  fay  that  I 
have  any  true  love  to  Chrift,  or  that  I  ever  rightly  clof- 
cd  with  him  by  faith ;  I  know  a  little  of  a  work  of 
grace  in  my  heart ;  I  cannot  take  up  the  beauty  of 
Chrift  and  of  holincfs." 

Anf.  I  pity  thofc  poor,  trembling,  and  doubting 
fouls,  who  cannot  attain  to  any  light  or  clearnefs  a« 
bout  their  condition  ;  who  yet  are  labouring  for  it,  and 
would  give  all  the  world  to  obtain  it :  And  though^  in 
the  mean  time,  they  dare  not  renounce  all  hope,  yet 
they  can  fee  no  folid  ground  to  build  upon,  and  are  of« 
ten  tempted  to  give  over  all  further  endeavours. 

To  fuch  I  would  fay,  that  you  ought  to  wait  on  God, 
and  hold  on  in  the  way  of  duty  to  your  lives  end,  what- 
ever difcouragements  you  meet  with  therein,  God  in  his 
own  time  will  let  you  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in 
vain.  In  the  mean  time,  for  thy  comfort,  I  would  aflc 
thee  fome  few  queftions ; 

1.  Thou  faycft,  thou  haft  no  love  to  Chrift,  nor  haft 
thou  clofed  with  him  by  faith-  But,  is  lave  to  Chrift  that 
which  thou  wouldft  faineft  have  of  any  thing  in  the 
world  i  Is  it  thy  greateft  grief,  fo  that  fometimes  it 
force  th  tears  from  thine  eyes,  that  thou  can  ft  not 
get  thy  wretched  heart  to  love  him  ?  Then,  to  be  fure» 
thou  art  not  deftkute  of  love  to  him.  Haft  thou  not 
fo  much  love  to  him  as  makes  every  thing  that  bears  hit 
image  amiable  in  thine  ^yes  ?  You  are  feared  you  love 
him  not  \  but,  can  you  fay  there  is  nothing  in  all  the 
world  would  pleafe  you  fo  much  as  one  ray  or  love-blink 
of  his  countenance  ?  And  tho'  he  ihould  never  own  you, 
yet  you  refolve  to  lie  all  your  days  at  his  feet,  and  look 
up  to  him,  and  to  none  other,  for  falvation  :  Then,  be 
of  good  cheer,  poor  foul,  for  thefe  are  cotnfortable  de- 
grees of  faith  and  love. 

a.  What  is  the  objeft  in  all  the  world  that  thy  rcft- 
lefs  heart  is  mcft  pointing  out  after  ?  Canft  thou  fay,  if 
thy  heart  deceive  thee  not,  it  is  ^ninttreft  in  Chrift ^  com^ 

mmion 
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mtmhtt  wth  G^d,  and  lovi  to  his  way  %  and  obuiniag  o( 
thefe  would  yield  thee  more  consent  than  all  the  gold  of 
Opbir  ?  Theiii  to  be  fare,  there  is  trae  grace  wrought  in 
thee.  There  are  miiny  true  diamonds  that  are  hot  like 
fparks  in  refpeft  of  bigger  ftones,  yet  thefe  are  at  tnx  as 
the  other.  Every  degree  of  peace  is  grace ;  and  finctfc 
defires  after  grace,  are  certainly  true  grace. 

3  Upon  what  is  it  that  you  fpend  the  flrength  of  four 
prayers,  and  what  arc  you  mod  earneil  for  ?  h  i^  0 
doubting  foyl,  for  the  death  of  fin,  the  remoral  of  heart- 
plagues,  the  curing  of  heart- wandering*  heart-dea<ffie&r 
and  backwardncfs  to  duty  ?  Again,  doft  thoo  fpend  ano- 
ther great  part  of  thy  prayers  for  the  increafe  and  livdy 
exercife  of  grace,  and  for  the  a£lings  of  faith  and  lore? 
Then  this  is  a  fure  mark  of  the  Spirit's  work  in  tby 
foul  \  for,  if  thou  faw  not  the  evil  of  (In  and  beaotyof 
grace,  thou  wouldft  not  fpend  the  ftrength  of  tfcy  praj- 
ers  for  killing  fin,  ^d  quickning  grace  in  thy  buU 

But,  lailly,  O  doubting  foul,  if  thou  canft  not  wioto 
clearnefs,  by  poring  on  the  marks  of  grace  and  faith,  (a^ 
indeed  fometimes  doubting  believers  cannot,  fince  ^ 
is  no  mark  that  can  be  given,  but  a  fcrupulous  coo- 
fctence  will  find  a  back-door)  then  try  another  way, 
endeavour  to  ad  faith  in  a  dire£k  manner  upon  J^bs 
Chrift  'y  for  many  times  a  believer  will  fooner  come  io 
a  clcarntfs  of  his  intercft,  by  tl  e  A\i^^  aSs  of  fakh, 
than  by  the  reflex  afts.     Therefore,  if  thou  canft  «* 
fee  faith  in  thy  foul,  then  prefcnily  flee  to  Chrift,  awl 
lay  hold  upon  the  offer  and  promife  of  life,  as  if  th«a 
hadil  i.ever  done  it  before.    Run  as  a  malefa&or  to 
the  city  of  refuse  for  protedion,  as  if  you  had  nettr 
fled  there  before :  Go  as  a  wounded  man  to  the  p^J^' 
cian  for  a  plaiiler  to  thy  wounds,  as  if  you  bad  a€VC< 
got  one  applied  before*   Go  tranfa£t  and  covcnaptwiwJ 
God  in  Chrift,  as  if  you  had  never  efiayed  any  thing 
like  it  before  \  for  whatever  you  have  been,  Chrift  fti^^ 
tenders  himfelf  to  you  to  be  your  Saviour,  and  you  can- 
not poffibly  be  fo  willing  to  accept  of  him  as  he  is  *^ 
accept  of  you.    Try  this  methodi  and  there  is  ^ 
grouud  to  hope,  that  light  will  break  up^  and  fears  en* 


hifh  9  9i)d  fo'you  may  with  comfort  comq.to  this  feal« 
ing  ordinance. 

IL  Of  tie  Epcaminaiioh  of  our  Sins. 

Examine  yourfelves  of  your  Gns  and  (hort-cqmings  ; 
take  ah  account  of  your  ddbts,  and  fee  how  great  they 
are ;    Put  the  qiieftion  to  yourfelves,  which 'the  unjuft 
fte ward  put  to  his  Lord's  debtors^  H$w  much  $weft  thou 
to  my  Lord?  And  fee  that  ye  tell  the  trutn,  ,and  do  not 
for  a  hundred  write  down  jifiyt  as  many  a  falfe  con- 
fcleDce  doth :  But  deal  truly  and  ingenuouflyj  for  an  all* 
feeihg  God  is  looking  on.     Do  as  the  Jewsj  who,  before 
the  celebfatioti  of  the  pafibver,  (earchid  their  houfes  for 
Jeavcii  vety  narrowly  \  they  lighted  candies^  and  fought 
every  cotner  and  hple  therein  \  and,  when  they  found 
it»  they  threw  it  away  with  deteftation.     Some  think  it 
is  with  alluGon  to  this  cuftom^,  that  the  Lord  is  faid  '<  to 
fearch  Jerufalem  with  candles,**  Zeph.  i.   12.     In  like 
manner,  you  muft  natrowly  fearch  every  corner  of  your 
hearts  for  the  **  leav-jn  of  pride,  avarice,  malice,  and 
hypocrify,"  1  Cor.  v.  7.  8.     The  iniquities  of  wicked 
liien  will  find  them  out,  but  good  men  will  find  piit 
their  iniquities.     Now^  if  ye  will  find  them  out,  ye  muft 
fet  time,  apart,  and  convene  your -fouls  before  G6A  and 
tonfci^nce,  and  compare  your  hearts  and  lives  with 
Cod's  wprd,  and  the  rule  of  his  commandments.    Look 
back  upon  your  a£lions,  recal  the  paffages  of  your  lives^ 
aftid  remember  your  faults  before  the  Lord.     If  you 
wotild  have  yoUr  r^pentsmce  full,  ye  muft  endeavour  to. 
take  a  fall  and  particular  view  of  your  fins,  both  origi- 
nal ^n4  adlual,  of  omifiion  and  commiifion,  of  youth 
and  riper  age^  of  purpofe  and  of  praAice,  of  heart  and 
of  life.     View  your  fins  both  fecret  and  open,'againft 
the  firft  and  fecond  table  5  confider  how  ye  have  wrong- 
ed God,  your  neighbour,  and  yourfelves  \  how  ye  have 
tranfgrefled  every  commandment,  either  in  thoughts, 
words,  or  deeds :  Think  upon  the  lufts  of  your  hearts, 
the  fins  of  your  tongues,  and  outbreakingsof  your  lives. 
Particularly,  fearch  out  your  predominent  and  beloved 
fm8,  and  alfo  the  heinous  circumftancts  and  aggtava- 
Vox-  L  30^  lions 
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^ons  o£  yoi^r  fin;;  j  an4  forget  not  to  examiaeyouiieifet 
concerning  the  breach  of  former  vows,  and  t&e  gaSk 
contra£led  fxnce  the  laft  facmment*  Let  no  wonnS  or 
fore  be  concealed  or  (kin.ned  ovei;,  but  iisavch  them  all 
to  die  bottom,  if  you  would  have  them  perfedly  cured. 
Let  it  not  fatiiiy,  you  to  a(k  co^fcience  in  an  overly  way, 
concerning  the  forefaid  fins»  but  wait  for  an  anfwer, 
*  tiayi  urge  it  to  give  itj  and  put  it  bard  to  it. 

IIL  QftheJ^xflnunatjot^ofi^rWavU* 

Examine  your  want«  and  i^eceCituesj.  s^nd  eome  f^nC- 
fale  of  them  to  this  ordinaoce^  where  ye  m^y  find  aS 
needful  fupplies  treafur^d  up  i^  Chrift*s  fulnef8»  trhicK 
is  her^  exhibited  ;  fearch  out  your  defers  and  need^^ 
and  come  to  Chrift  with  them,.  Ace  you  poUotedi 
heavy  loaden^  and  under  bonds  and  terror  ?  Do  yo» 
fee  your felyes  b'ind,  na)ced|  la.t^ei  CcKi  or  wounded.' 
Come  fenfible  of  thy  miferic8»..0  Cpner^  to  ChriA>  ^ . 
{las  a  broad  plaifter  for  every  fore.  .  1)0(1.  thou  find  tby 

8 races  weak  ?  Doth  thy  fajtV  Qiake,,  thj  hope  ftagga» 
lylove  declikie,  thy  holy  defires^abate?  Qoft'tb^n  waot 
wifdom^  fincerityi  feif-denialj,  iQecknefs,  humilitjrs  <^ 
brokennei^  of  heart  ?  Then  q^me  feafible  of  theie  de- 
fy€is  to  (phrift  for  new  fuppUes  and  reinforcemeats.  Do 
you  want  a  Cght  of  your  intejell  In  C}iri(l»a  feal  of  your 
pardon,  clear  and  unclouded,  evid^njce?  of  grace,  a  view 
of  the  King's  face,  or  flrength  to  vapquim  your  lufls? 
Nay,  are  you  tryded  wit}i  ^odily  wants  and  inBrmitu:^ 
crofles  and  lofles,  and  many  outward  preflures  and  af* 
ili£lions  ?  Then  <^ome  with  a  due  fenfe  of  all  thcfe 
wants  and  burdens  upon,  yqur  fpirils  to  Jefus  Chriftj  aad 
cad  them  all  upon.  him.  Ifi  this  ordih;^ce,  Chrift  fcu 
lumfeif  upon  a  throne  of  giraccj  with  a  fceptre  of  mercy 
in  his  hand,|^and  waits  to  hear  hi^  people's  complaints 
a^nd  petitions.  A  feafting  time  is  a  time  of  grantii^g 
requcfts  \  fee  then  that  you  be  rjeady  to  prefrnf  your's 
at  this  feafl.  Chrift  here  faith  to  th^^,  as  the  King  S\i 
to  Efther  at  the  banquet  of  wine,  Effhejr  v.  "  What  i« 
thy  petit'on  ?  and  what  is  thy  requeft  i^  and  it  (hall  be 
grautcd  thee/*    Or,  as  he  faid  unto  the  blind  meiij  Matt. 
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X*.  3i,  "  What  Wift  tc  that  I  (hall  ^<3  mito  yon  V  Be 
ready  with  them  to  sinf^er,  "  LoWl,  that  bur  cj^f^  may 
be  opened ;  erf,  JLofd,  that  <>nr  hearts  may  ht  foftcncd ; 
Ifordy  thkt  fiich  i  #«ik  grace  tnay  be  cherifhed,  that 
fttch  a  ilrong;  ittft  may  te  Vamquiflied,  that  fuch  a  plague 
may  be  removed,  &c. 

IV,  QT/Af  ExamsnMcti  t^out  Ends,  ' 

Eiciimnne  your  ch*5  ahd  ddfigns  in  appfoaiihmg  to  th* 
Lord's  table.  Chrift  cxartiifics  the  peoples  ends  in  ;:o- 
ilig  to  hear  Johrt,  Mitt.  xi.  7.  ^*  What  went  you  out 
^ot-  to  fct:'?*'  Much  more  oxight  We  to  examitie  our  cnda 
in  going  to  the  Lord's  table.  See  that  it  be  not  to  obi 
fi*rYe  rlie  fafhion  of  the  country  where  you  five,  or  to 
gfet  a  name,  ahd  be  the  better  thought  of  by  minifters, 
rriends,  at  neighbours,  or  to  make  atonement  for  your 
fins,  as  fome  ignorant  perfons  among  us  do  aj^prehend^ 
■#110  tcft  upon  the  bare  ordinance,  and  outward  fign^ 
and  elements,  for  pardon  and  juftification.  Without  look- 
itig  to  Chrift  for  it :  TliUs,  alas,  many  content  them- 
felves  with  Elijah'^  mantle,  without  afking  for  the  God 
of  Elijah  ;  give  them  the  (hcH,  they  aik  not  for  the  ker- 
nel :  Let  them  have  their  communion  (as  they  Call  it) 
though  St  really  be  nothing  but  a  bit  of  bread  and  a  Rp 
of  wine,  they  think  all  is  well,  thei^  (ins  are  pardoned^ 
they  arc  fuxc  of  heaven,  they  are  ready  to  die,  the  devil 
can  have  no  f  ower  over  them  ;  and  fo  they  ufc  this  fa- 
i^ament  as  a  ch'arm^  being  ignorant  of  tht  true  ends  ahd 
ufes  of  it. 

^r^  *'  What  arc  thefc  ends  and  dcfignd  we  ought 
to  have  in  our  approaches  to  this  facred  table  ?^ 

Ji/if.  It  is  of  great  confequcnce  to  be  well  infttudled 
hereof,  atid  to  try  ourfelves  diligently  concetning  them. 
Examitie  (hen, 

(t.)  If  it  be  your  defign  fihcerely  to  give  obedience 
to  our  Lord  and  Saviour's  call.  Can  ye  Uy,  that  his  au- 
thority hath  a  powerful  Influence  upon  ycti  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  ye  d^re  not  (light  it,  and  th^t  ye  cannot  think 
of  ncglcdlng  Chrift's  dying  charge,  and  the  command 
3  O  a  he 


394  ConcernU^  Self-ExamiMiion.    Dtreft.  VIIl. 

be  hath  left  behind  him  to  his  difciplesy  to  (blennizc 
and  celebrate  the  memorial  of  his  dying  love  I 

(2.)  Is  it  your  defign  t9  finv  firib  Cbri^j  deaths 
This  ihould  be  your  great  bufinefs  in  this  or^ance,  i 
Cor.  3ci.  2c«  26.  Tou  are  to  (hew  forth  and  annmi- 
ciate  Chrift's  death  three  ways : 

1.  With  refpeft  to  yourfelves,  you  are  by  this  £icra- 
ment  to  give  a  lively  reprefentation  to  your  mbd  of 
Chrift's  death,  and  keep  up  a  freOi  remembrance  of  his 
fufferings  and  dying  love^  and  of  die  great  propidatory 
facrifice  he  offered  for  you  upon  the  crofs,  and  the  great 
things  he  hath  thereby  purchafed  fof  you  %  and  lieie- 
by  you  are  to  raife  your  faith  and  hope  in  sr  cradBcd 
§aviour. 

2.  Wiih  refped  to  the  world,  you  are  hereby  to  tef* 
tify  your  rcfpcd  to^  crucified  Chrift,  and  that  ye  pab* 
licly  own  yourfelves  to  be  his  difciples ;  and  aie  not 
aihamed  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  or  his  ^nominious  death, 
but  glory  in  it^  as  the  wifdom  of  God,  and  power  of 
God ;  and  count  it  your  honour  to  be  his  foUowerSt 
As  alfo,  ye  declare  that  ye  look  .to  his  death  and  merits 
as  the. only  hope  of  your  (alvat^on,  and  reje£i  all  otfaa 
faviours  befides  him. 

3.  With  refpcft  to  God,  and  that  two  ways :  i.  Shew 
forth  Chrift's  death  to  a  juft  and  fin-revenging  God,  in 
a  way  of  faith  and  prayer :  Prefent  and  plead  thisfacn- 
i^ce  as  a  (kreen  and  defence  againft  the  fwoi d  of  juftice, 
the  wrath  of  God,  and  curfe  of  the  law. ;  plead  it  as  the 
ground  of  all  your  hopes  and  defires.  :  2«  Shew  it  forth 
to  a  good  God,  in  a  way  of  thankfgiving  and  praife. 
Praife  God  for  fuch  a  glorious  Redeemer,,  and  fuck  an 
excellent  facrifice  ;  blefs  him  that  fent  him,  and  Uefs 
him  that  came^  Thankfgiving  to  God  is  a  Ipecial  dc- 
fign  of  this  ordinance,  and  upon  this  account  it  is  call- 
ed the  Eucharifty  or  thankfgiving.  Here  it  is  we  (houid 
celebrate  the  praifes  of  our  Redeemer,  who  came  from 
a  throne  to  a  dunghill,  yea,  from  the  height  of  glory  to 
the  depth  of  mifery,  to  Cave  vs  from  periftiing  eternally. 

(3«)  Is  it  your  defign  to  renew  a  feal  and  covenant 
with  God  in  Chrifl,  ratify  your  baptifmal  vows,  and  fo- 
lemnly  bind  yourfelves  to  I)e  the  Lord's  people  ?  As  bcf 

*    lievcii 
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lievers  here  come  to  get  God's  feak  of  hb  covenant^  for 
confirming  their  right  to  the  benefits  of  it  j  fo  alfo  they 
are  to-  ieal  their  covenant  engagements,  to  take  Go<l  for 
their  Godj  accept  of  Chrift  for  their  prince  and  Saviour, 
give  up  themfelves  to  him,  renounce  tin  and  walk  in  the 
ways  of  gofpel-obedience*     Now^  bccaufc  many.profefs. 
to  covenant  with  God  in  this  ordinance,  who  yet  deal 
£alfly  with  him,  you  ought  to  be  at  great  pains  to  try  th» 
fincericy  of  your  hearts  in  this  matter.     And,  for  trial 
of  it,  fee  if  you  can  fay,  that  your  wicked  hearts  are  a 
greater  burden  to  you  than  all  the  crofics  and  troubles 
you  meet  with  in  the  world ;  and  that  you  are  more  de* 
firous  to  be  rid  of  fin  and  heart*  plagues,  than  of  any 
^ffliflion  whatfbever.     Or,  can  you  fay  that  you  defire 
heart-holinefs,  and  further  degrees  of  grace,  of  faith, 
love  and  brokennefs  of  heart  for  fin,  more  than  any 
honours,    profits  or  pleafures  this  world  can  afibrd? 
Or,  can  ye  fay,  that  the  world's  beft  things  are  in  your 
eyes,  as  dung  or  nothing,  in  compatifon  of  Chrift  and 
his  righteoufnefs,  and  an  intereft  fecured  therein  ?  And, 
can  ye  fay  that  ye  are  fenfible  of  your  own  infufficiency 
^d  weaknefs  to  make  or  keep  any  covenant  with  God  ; 
and  therefore  ye  are  made  to  renounce  all  confidence 
in  yourfelves,  and  to  fav,  *<  In  the  Lord  only  I  have  right- 
eoufnefs and  ftrength  r'  Then  thefe  are  good  figns  that 
you  are  honell  and  fincere  in  the  making  of  this  bargain 
and  are  likely  to  be  found  ftedfaft  in  God's  covenant. 

(4.)  Is  it  your  defign  to  draw  near  to  God,  and  hold 

intimate  communion  and  fellowihip  with  Chrift  in  this 

ordinance  ?  And  do  you  earncftly  defire  that  ^'  ye  may 

flip  with  him  and  he  with  you  V*  This  table  is  inftituted 

for.  the  kindly  correfpondence  of  Chrift  and  his  people^ 

and  their  mutual  feafting  one  with  another :  For,  as 

Chrift  here  fets  before  you  the  dainties  and  comforts  of 

hfavfn,  and  invites  you  to  feaft  thejreon  ;  fo  you.  are  to 

fet  your  graces  and  aficAions  before  him,  and  invite 

him  to  come  into  his  garden  and  eat  his  pleafant  fruits. 

Tou  are  to  come  here,  not  only  to  receive  the  tokens  of 

Chrift's  love  to  you,  but  alfo  to  give  the  exprpfFion^  of 

ypur  love  to  him.    Hjn-e  there  is.a  mutual  communicsh 

tion  of  fecrcts  betwixt  Chrift  ai}4  bi^  people. 

(so 


J95  Cjncerning  Self-Examinixtion.'    Dirtft.  Vlfl, 

(5.)  Is  It  yottt  dcfirc  to  get  yout  manifold  wartfe  fup«» 
pHed  out  of  thrifts  fulncfs  ?  Is  it  your  carncfk  definr 
that  his  crdinanct  may  be  an  efit£lual  ihean,  through 
the  bleflipg  of  God,  for  the  weakening  and  kilfihg  di 
your  fins  and  lufts,  the  nourifhtng  and  ftrengthening  of 
your  fouid,  the  curing  of  your  dii^fes  and  plagues,  the 
increafe  and  exercifc  of  your  graces ;  particularly  for 
ftrcngthening  faith,  inffaming  your  love,  kindling  your 
defires,  quickening  your  hope,  and  renewing  yotif  repen- 
tance and  refolutions  againA  fin. 

Again,  is  it  your  delign  to  get  clearer  evidences  of 
your  intereft  in  Chrift,  9ie  fmiles  of  his  face,  and  com- 
forts of  his  fpif  it  ?  Would  ye  have  a  fcal  of  yout  pardon^ 
a  difphy  of  the  riches  of  free  grace,  a  fight  of  the  •*  Sun 
di  rightecufncfsj  the  love  of  6od  fhcd  abroa4  in  your 
hearts,"  and  all  ydur  fears  removed  ?  Would  ye  have  at 
this  feaft  fufnlture  for  your  ^iritual  journey,  fupport 
niider  aflliflion,  fttertgth  againft  temptations,  and  pre- 
paration for  fufferingl  Would  ye  have  a  pledge  and 
foret^fte  of  heaven,  and  the  eternal  comnninion  that  i& 
above  ?  Then  thcfe  arc  good  defigns  ;*and,  if  you  be 
.  ftncere  in  them,  you  mny  expefl:  a  welcome  from  the 
matter  of  the  fcaft, 

V.  Ofthi  Eicamination  of  our  Graces. 

A  fifth  thing  you  muft  e^tamiflre  yourfelves  of.  In  or- 
<!cr  to  prepare  you  for  this  holy  table,  is  your  graces  and 
quufifications.  Search  diligently  if  you  have  thcfe  fticra- 
mental  graces  rcquiGtein  worthy  communicants;  fuch 
askiiovvle'dge,  faith,  x^pcntance,  huhgring  defires,  and 
new  obedience. 

1.  We  'muft  examine  out  km>\t'ledge,  and  fee  if  ui'e 
have  a  competcm  underftanding  of  the  principles  atid 
gr6ur.ds  of  CJhriftianity,  artd  of  the  nature,  fignification 
and  life  of  the  Lotd*^  flipper.  Without,  this,  we  cannot 
kiiow  GoA  nor  outfclves ;  we  can  neither  know  God*8. 
infinite  jufticc  and  ptiritj^,  our  own  natural  corruption 
and  mifcry,  nor  Jefus  Chrlft  our  gteit  help  atid  remedy^ 
the  knowledge  whereof  is  abfolutely  neeeflary  to  w-Orthy 
communicating.  -In  fome  churches,  in  ancient  rimes, 
inf^iits  and  children  were  admitted  to  the  Lord's  fupper» 

"     and 
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;^ri4.tfac  QxttVvA  Armenian  chuxchea  do  th^  fsme  at 
ihis  day :  But  wc  juftly  dilTent  froni  them  in  tbis  prac* 
tice,  becaufe  it  ia  nieceMaf  y>  ^Q  o^^der  to  our  being  fit  aqd 
wortbj  partahery^.  ti^at  ws  examim  eurfilva,  and  ^i/"- 
^^rn  /i<  ^^r^T/  tody  in  the  facr^oient,  aceordiiig  to  1  Cot* 
^1.  28.  29.  neither  o£.  which. can  be  done  by  thofe  that 
9re  Qot  come  to  the  years  of  underkaading  and  difccf n« 
ing. 

'  A  man  without  Jcnowledge  is  not  in  covenant  vtrlxli 
Go4}  and  therefore  hath  no  right  to  partake  of  the  fcaU 
of  the  covenant^  Heb.  viii.  10.  11.  **  This  i^  the  covenant 
I  will  malusy  &c»  all  (haJl  know  me  from  the  lead  to  the 
greateft."  So  that  thefe  who  know  not  God  have  no  inter* 
eft  in  this  covenant*  and  con&quently  can  ha^  no  ti* 
tie  to  his  benefits,  nor  any  gracious  communion  witit 
God.  Obfcrve  how, the  promife  runs,  Jer.  xxiv.  7.  *•  f 
will  give  them  an  heart  to  Know  me,  that  I  am  the  Lord  ^ 
and  they  (hall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God/' 

it  is  threatened  as  a  heavy  judgement,  for  perfons  to  4ie 
without  knowledge,  Jobxxxvi.  12.  ^'They  mall  die  with« 
out  knowledge ;  It  is  as  much  as  if  it  were  tfarcstfenedg 
they  Ihail  die  in  their  fins,  and  perifhfoc  ever.  Now,  if  ic 
be  a  fad  cafe  to  die  withotit  knowledge,  fo  ie  it  to  come  to 
the  facrament  without  knowledge  v  i^r  tliat  which  mak.cs 
a  man  unfit  to  die,  makes  hii^  aifo  unfit  to  communicate* 
No  man  is  fafe  to  partake  in  that  caCs,  which  he  is  not 
in  fa/ety  to  die  in. 

Neither  children  nor  focis  are  fit  to  receive  the  LoxdV 
fupper,  becapfe  they  are  not  capaUe  to.  examine  them- 
Iclvcs  and  difcern  the  Lord^s  body.  Now,  ignorant  pet* 
fons,  in  God's  account,  are  both  children  and  fools :  fa 
he  reckons  them,  Jer-  iv.  a  2.  **  For  my  people  is  fooliCb^ 
they  have  not  known  me,  the^  are  fottifti  children,  they 
have  no  under  (landing.'* 

Undet  the  law  it  was  reckoned  an  abomination  to  of- 
fer that  which  was  blind  unto  the  Lord,  Levit.  xxii.  2z* 
Now,  a  blind  offerer^  that  hath  the  eyes  of  his  U1Kk1^• 
(landing  darkened,  is  more  abominable  than  a  blind  of- 
fering. 

Error  or  Tgnorancc  makes  a  man  morally  unclean  h^, 
fore  God.     When  the  Jeprofy  affedcd  the  head,  then 

the 
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the  prieft  was  ordered  to  pronounce  the  min  utterly  uv- 
dean,  and  exclude  him  m)m  the  camp  of  Ifirael ;  whj? 
{)ecaufe  *'  the  plague  was  \ti  his  head,'*  Levit.  ziii.  44. 
Every  ignorant  man  has  a  plague  in  his  head,  a  plague 
of  fpiritual  blindnefs  and  darknefs,  beGdes  many  wofol 
plagues  in  his  heart ;  for  without  knowledge  tla  mini 
is  eot  good;  (whatever  ignorant  folk  fpeak  of  tthcir 
good  hearts,  and  good  meanings)  it  is  full  of  earthlincisy 
enmity  and  backwardnefs  to  what  is  good,  Protr.  xiz, 
2.  I.  Pet.  i.  14.  Surely  then  fuch  unclean  pcribns 
are  not  fit  to  come  to  the  holy  table  of  the  Lord.  It 
concerns  us  then  to  examine  our  knowledge  before  we 
approach.  As  for  the  objedis,  properties  and  ufeful- 
titfs  of  this  knowledge,  I  refer  the  reader  to  Sacrafn.  Cd* 
(Jirjt  Edit.)  p,  165,  ^c. 

II.  Examine  your  faith,  before  you  approach  to  tlie 
Lord's  table;  for  faith  is  abfolutely  neceflary  here. 
Without  faith  it  is  impojjibie  to  pleaft  God  in  any  doty, 
and  far  lefs  in  this,  where  faith  is  highly  needful,  and 
fo  much  to  be  employed.  He  that  would  receive  Jcfiu 
Chriftlin  the  facrament,  muft  have  an  eye  to  fee  Uitift 
and  his  worth,  ^  foot' to  come  to  Chrift,  a  band  to  la? 
hold  [on  Chrift,  and  a  mouth  to  feed  on  him  y  all  thefe 
are  neceflary  in  order  to  partake  of  Chrift  at  the  Lord^s 
fupper.  How f  faith  is  all  thcfe  to  the  believing  comr 
municant.  1  •  It  is  the  eye  of  the  foul,  by  which  it  fees 
Chrift,  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  **  look  unto  me  and  be  yefaved,  alt 
the  ends  of  the  earth."  2.  *•  It  is  thtfoot  whereby  wc 
come  unto  Chrift/*  John  vi.  35.  **  He  that  comcth 
unto  me  ihall  never  hunger,  and  he  that  believeth  on 
me  ihall  never  thirft,"  3.  «t  It  is  the  hand  whereby 
we  receive  and  lay  hold  on  Chrift,**  John  i.  I2.  "  To 
as  many  as  received  him  he  gave  power  to  become  the 
fons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name." 
4.  "  It  is  the  mouth  whereby  we  feed  on  Chrift," 
John  vi.  35.  "  Except  ye  eat  the  flcfli  and  drink  die 
blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  i.  c> 
except  ye  believe  on  Chrift.  Now,  vrtiat  can  you  do 
at  the  Lord's  table  without  faith  ?  Can  a  man  fee  with- 
out an  eyet  come  without  a  foot^  receive  without  a 
hand,  and  feed  without  a  meuii  i 

Moreover, 
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Aforeover,  without  faith  you  can  have  no  right  to 
this  holy  tabte,  for  it  h  chUdrens  bread ;  and^t  is  by 
faith  you  become  children  Without  it  you  cannot  en- 
ter into  covenant  with  God ;  for  faith  is  the  very  affe nt 
and  confent  of  the  foul  unto  the  rtiarriagecoTenaut 
>Rrhich  is  tranfa£^ed  and  fealed  in  the  Lord's  f upper. 

"Without  faith  you  can  have  no  communion  with 
Ood  in  this  or  any  ordinance  i  God  will  furely  hide  his 
face  from  them  that  come  without  it*  Deiit,  xxtii.  ao. 
*<  And  he  faid»  I  will  hide  my  face  from  them  :**  and  the 
reafon  he  gives  fbr  it,  is, ''  for  they  are  children  in  whoni 
18  no  faith.**  So  that  without  faith  you  can't  fee  God 
in  the  facrstment  \  fot,  how  can  a  itian  fee  a  veiled  o^ 
hidcien  face  ?  Unbelief  cuts  a  man  off  from  Ood>  Rom; 
ti.  20.  ^'  ftecaufe  of  unbelief  they  were  broke  oflP*.  And; 
how  can  a  man,  cut  off  from  God,  have  any  commune 
nion  with  God  ? 

Without  faith  you  can  derive  no  virtue  from  Qirift^ 
tlpr  benefit  from  this  ordinance :  l^or  as  a  rich  jewel 
Can  cfo  you  no  good  unkfs  it  be  accepted,  nor  a  fove- 
reign  medicme  unltfs  it  be  applied^  nor  a  deep  well 

Sithout  a  bucket  to  draw  with ;  to  neither  will  Chrift's 
ted  bjood  or  porchafcd  falVation  avail  you,  unkfs  you 
bring  faith  to  apply  it  to  your  fouls.     Tie  vieiiis  deep^ 
faid  the  ^omah  to  Chrlll,  And  tbou  hafi  nothing  to  dra^ 
^itb.  So  may  I  fay  to  thee,  if  faith  be  wanting    Mofes 
faith  to  God's  kindnefs  to  Ifrael,  Deut  xxxiik  13.  *'  He 
made  him  to  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock,  and  oil  out  ol 
the  Binty  rock."    Now  Chrift  is  a  rock  that  yields  all 
manner  of  necefTaries  to  believers,  honey  and  oil,  fweet- 
nefs  and  ^atnefs,  <|uickning  and  comforts    But,  how  d6 
they  come  by  it  from  this  rock :  It  is  £iid,  *'  He  made 
kirn  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock  f*  There  is  no  honey 
or  oil  to  be  had  without  fucking,  and  there  is  no  fuck- 
ing without  tfiie  mouth  of  faith.    He  that  hath  faitj^ 
can  fuck  this  honey  and  oil  froni  Chrift  in  the  facta* 
oscnt ;  but  he  that  wants  it  can  fyck  nothing :  Unbe* 
lievers  then  muft  have  a  dry  facrament  of  it':  for  they 
cannot  fuck,  though  the  breafts  be  full.    Nay,  which  is 
worfe,  unbelief  lays  rcftraints  on  the  virtue  and  heal- 
ing power  of  Chrift  in  the  facrament :  Foir  we  af^  told. 
Vol.  I.  3  H  Mark 
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Mark  vi.  5.  6.  •*  He  could  there  (1.  e.)  in  his  owrt 
tountry)  do  no  mighty  work  becaufe  of  their  iin- 
bclitf.  Why  ?  Could  any  thinj^  bind  our  Redeem- 
er's hands,  or  limit  his  mighty  power  ?  No  ;  but 
he  lays  down  this  order  of  working  which  he  will 
not  altar,  to  "  put  forth  his  rtiighty  power  in  and 
unto  thefc  that  believe,"  Eph.  i.  ig.  So  that  unbeficf 
doth  enervate  the  force  and  operation  of  the  facnuncnt. 

Without  faith  you  Can'  never  prepare  for  this  ordi- 
nar.ce,  lior  partake  of  it's  virtue.  Without  faith  yoa 
cannot  put  on  the  wedding- garment,  you  cannot  dif- 
cern  Chrift  through  the  elements,  you  cannot  feel  the 
print  of  the  nails,  youcanhot  fl/ce  to  the  city  of  refuge, 
you  cannot  take  hold  of  the  horns  of  the  altar,  nor 
grip  to  the  plank  of  mercy  to  fave  thy  perifliing  foul, 
And,  what  good  can  you  get  at  the  facrament  if  you  60 
none  of  thefc  ?  Precious  faith  is  the  wing  t<rhereby  the 
poor  trembling  dove  doth  fly  to  the  windov^  opened  in 
the  fide  of  the  ark  ;  it  is  by  this  fhat  it  doth  take  flielter 
in  the  clifts  of  the  rock.  In  a  ^ord,  faith  is  the  graa 
that  puts  life  and  vigour  iti  a  dead  foul,  it  is  the  fpring 
and  primum  mobiU  of  all  the  Other  graced  ;  it  doth  fet 
repentance,  love,  deiire,  and  all  the  reft  on  works :  So 
that  a  man  can  do  nothing  at  the  Lord's  table  without 
faith,  except  it  be  to  wound  Chrift,  and  bring  wrath  oa 
himfclf.      '  .    * 

You  fee-then  what  need  you  have  of  faith  at  ftisor- 
dinance>  and  to  examine  if  it  be  true  and  not  counter- 
feit. As  Philip  examined  the  Eunuch  of  his  faith  before 
he  admitted  him  to  the  facrament  of  baptifm,  Ads  viii. 
37.  *•  Belie veft  thou  .with  all  thine  heart  ?  *  So  ftjould 
every  man  examine  hlmfelf  before  the  Lord's  fuppcr; 
Do  1  believe  with  all  mine  heart  f  Do  I  efteem  Chrift 
moft  precious  ?  •  Doth  my  heart  bleed  for  piercing  him  ? 
Do  I  embrace  him  in  all  his  officcfs,  and  lay,  He  is  all 
tny  falvation  and  all  my  defire  ?  Well,  if  thou  canft 
truly. fay  fo,  thy  faith  will  make  thee  whole, .and  dioo 
mayft  expe£t  a  kind  welcome  at  thy  Saviour's  table. 
The  Lord  has  furniOicd  you  with  abundance  of  maib 
in  his  ^ord,  for  the  trial  of  your  faith.  See  Sacratn, 
Cat.  (firjl  Edit  )  p.  172.  &c.  Try  your  faith  now  \  fo^ 

yott 
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you  know  not  but  your  faith  may  come  to  a  firey  trtal» 
as  did. the  martyrs  faith  of  old  :  And,  how  will  you  be 
able  to  abide  fuch  a  trial  as  that^  if  you  never  put  it  to 
a  previous  private  trial  i  **  If  thou  haft  run  with  the 
footmen,  and  they  have  wearied  thce»  how  wilt  thou 
contend  with  horfes  ?**  How  wilt  thou  abide  a  firey 
trial,  that  cannot  endure  a  clofet-trial  ?  Men  will  not 
buy  Oxen  for  plowing,  but  they  2,xt  defirous  to  piit 
thqm  to  trial,  Luke  J^iv.  19.  "  I  have  bought  five  yc^^ 
of  oxen,  and  I  go  to  prove  them  ;"  and,  will  conimu^,- 
cants  pretend  to  fuch  pre(;ious  jewels  as  f^ith,  love,  bfc* 
and  yet  not  defire  to  prove  them,  and  efpecially  at  a 
time  when  it  is  fo  highly  requifite,  and  fo  very  much 
depends  on  the  doing  of  it  ? 

III.  Try  your  repentance  before  you  partake.:  For, 
without  a  broken  htart^  you  cannot  expefl  to  meet  with 
a  broken  Cbrijl  in  the  facramen^,  but  a  l^roken  and  a 
contrite  heart  is  a.  f^crijice  be  will  not  defpife.  You 
muftySw  in  tears^  if  you  would  reap  injoj  :  for  a  wet 
feed-time  doth  here  prognofticate  a  fun«(hiny  and  plisitt 
tiful  harveft.  tt  was  of  water  that  Chrlft  made  the 
choiceft  of  wine  at  the  marriage-feaft  in  Cana  of  Ga<^ 
lilee  5  fo  the  water  of  true  repentance  will  produce  the 
choiceft  wine  of  confolation  in  the  facrameiit.  Wlien 
Jofeph's  brethren  came  to  be  fenCble  of  their  fin  in 
felling  him,  then  it  was,  and  not  till  then,  (hat  he  macje 
them  a  feaft,  and  kindly  entertained  them  at  his  table  : 
So  till  fuch  time  as  we  be  ff^nfible  of  our  fins,  and  re- 
pent for  piercing  our  Redeemer,  he  will  not  fcaft  us, 
nor  fmile  upon  us  at  his  table. 

Now,  bccaufe  there  is  much  coynterfeit  repentance 
in  the  v;rorld,  go  retire  in  fecret,  and  put  queftlons  to 
yourfelves  concerning  your  repentance  :  Say,"  Am  I 
a  penitent  in  heart,  and  a  fecret  mourner  for  fin,  whc;ii 
no  eyes  fee  me  but  God*s  ?  Do  I  mourn  for  inward 
and  fecret  fins,  as  well  as  for  outward  and  open  fins  ? 
Do  I  mouro  for  the  diihonours  done  to  God  by  the 
fins  of  others,  as  well  as  by  my  own  !  Am  I  troubled 
more  for  the  evil  of  fin,  than  for  the  evil  ^pf  afflic- 
tion ?  Am  I  more  grieved  for  abuffng  the  mercy  and 
^oodnefs  of  God,  than  for  expofing  myfclf  to  the  fwojd 
•f  bis  juftice  ?  Do  I  cry  with  the  penitent  prodigal  in  my 

;.         confcffions 
3H2 
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ponfeffions,  ae  in  Luke  xv,  i8.  «  Fathprr  I  hare  finned 
s^ainft  heaven,  apd  before  thee  ?"  Alas,  I  have  wronf- 
cd  a  kind  and  loving  father,  whofe  goodnefe  towaru 
nie  bath  been  a$  die  dropping  dew :  Ah,  I  have  pierced 
33iy  companionate  Redeemer,"  and  crucified  him.  over 
again  by  my  fins ;  and,  what  do  I  deferve  at  his  hands?* 
'  Ag^in.  What  arc  the  eflPeAs  and  fruits  of  your  repent- 
ance i  Doth  it  beget  in  you  a  vehement  hatred  and  in- 
dignation againft  fin,  and  a  watchfuliicis  to  prevent  it* 
"^Vhcrever  there  b  true  repentance,  there  will  be  abcaitj 
avcrfion  to  fin.  As  a  burnt  child  ivill  dread  the  fire^  fo 
a  Chriftian,  who  hath  truly  repented  of  fin,  is  fo  fen- 
fiblc  of  the  iBireight  of  fin,  and  the  wyath  of  God,  thai 
he  is  refotved  never  more  to  touch  thcfe  burning  coata- 
David,  who  before  his  repentance  had  his  confcienceib 
hardened,  that  he  could  even  drink  thcWoodof  Uiiabi 
yet,  after  his  repentance,  his  confipiencc  was  fo  tender, 
that  he  refufed  fo  much  as  to  drink  of  that  water  whidi 
had  been  but  the  occafion  of  hazarding  meijs  lives. 

And,  hftl^f^  Doth  thy  repentance  work  in  thee  a  holy 
revenge  agamft  fin?  Doft  thou  look  upon  it  as  the  enemy 
of  God,  x\ip  murderer  of  Chrift,  and  deftroy^  of  thy 
foul  ?  and,  upon  that  account,  that  it  doth  not  deferre 
to  live  ?  It  was^Efau*9  expreffion.  Gen.  xxvii.  41.  "  Fhc 
days  of  mourning  for  my  father  are  at  hand ;  and  tM 
•will  I  flay  my  brother  Jacob"  But  fay  thou,  O  cpm- . 
liiunicaut,  *•  The  days  of  iftourning  for  the  death  of  my 
dear  Saviour,  and  cvcrlafking  Father,  are  comej  avl 
now  will  1  flay  mv  moft  beloved  lufts,  now  will  I  be  re- 
venged on  them  for  fceking  to  rob  me  of  my  (pirrtual 
birth-rijght,  and  wrong  me  of  my  eternal  blefling,  and, 
which  |8  wprfe,  for  afkual  crucifying  of  my  glorious  R«* 
deemen  Shall  fin  be  fuffcrcd  to  live  in  my  foul,  d»t 
would  not  fufii?r  my  Saviour  to  live  in  the  worjd  ?  A^ 
way  with  it,  away  with  \t  5  crucify  it,  crucify  it.*  By 
fuch  marks  as  thefc,  try  the  fincerity  of  yo^r  repent- 
ance. 

^  As  for  the  trial  of  your  love,  defircs,  fpiritual  appe- 
titcs,  new  obedience,  and  other  graces,  feeing  Ihavcna 
new  tMhg  here  to  add,  I  refer  you  to  Sacr.  Cat.  (M 
ed^.)  f,  193.  arc. 


Saff9€  ohJefHortf  of  doubting  Chrjfifans^  telattve  U  the  for^ 
tner  dpffritti  anjwered* 

Objc^.  L  «*  BY  what  I  have  heard  (may  fopc  fay)  I 
fesir  1  am  not  (it  nor  prepared  for  this  folemn  ordinance ; 
and  it  I^ing  a  thin^r  fa  dangeroof  to  icoQ^e  to  it  unpre- 
paredly, I  tremble  and  fear  to  go  forward  to  that  ^oly 
tablc.^  ^ 

Anf:i.  Did  you  always  keep  the  fear  of  God  in  yout 
foa)s,  pr^par4tion-woik  wpuld  be  iefs  painful,  and  ai^ 
approach  to  God  Iefs  frightful  thap  now  it  is :  For  thei^ 
you  might  go  tp  the  Lord's  table  with  holv  fear  and  re- 
Tcrencey  and  flayiih  fear  would  not  fo  much  haunt  you^ 
I>]d  you  keep  more  at  a  ditLanqe  ffom  fin,  and  fear  tp 
do  wpat  God  t^as  forbidden,  you  wpuld  tiof  fQ  ipucl) 
fear  to  do  what  be  hath  commandcfd; 

iS^y  Though  you  be  not  fo  prepared  for  this  ordir 

nance  as  you  defire,  yet  if  you  (incercly  make  confcieriCC 

of  preparatu>p-woik,  and  do  your  u^moft  to  get  yourfelf 

feady,  ypu  ought  to  go  forward  in  pbediepce  to  Gpd'v 

command,  Do  this  in  renurfibrance  tf  me.    1  know  there 

^re  net  a  fewexcrcifed  Cbriftians  brought  to  gijeat  ftraitr 

betwixt  a  (cnfe  of  their  uniitnefs,  and  the  obligation  of 

Cod's  cpmiinand,  fo  that  they  l^nQw  not  what  to  do  ^ 

their  fears  and  difcouragements  are  fo  great,'  they  arc 

Ilka  to  be  oversiirhelmed  with  them.     But  let  fuch  mind 

the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  ^h^a 

they  were  in  great  perplexity  at  the  Red-fea,  ^hd  their 

^earts  fining  for  fear,  Exod.  xiv.  15.  **  And  the  LiQr4 

faid  onto  Mofes,  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael  that 

they  go  forws^rd."    Forward,  flight  they  f|iy,  (and  the 

deep  fea  before  us)  as  good  go  backward  to  the  j^gypr 

tians,  or  (land  ft  ill  and  Iqt  ^lem  coipe  up  ^^d  put  us  to 

the  fword,  as  g^  forward  into  the  fea,  and  be  drowned  ^ 

furely,  the  deep  fe^  y^ill  have  no  mercy  pn  us  more  than 

the  Egyptians.     But,  for  all  this,  Spe^l  to  the  fhiidren  0/ 

Jfr^ef^i^th  the  Lord)  that  they  gofofwi^rd.    lict  them 

obey  my  commandment,  and  truil  me  with  tjieir  Uve3. 

Here  is  encouragement  tp  the  doubting  believdl,  that  in 

^  (inccrity  makes  preparation  for jth&  prdinance^  thoueh 
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he  hath  manv  doubts  abput  hie  tight  to  it,  and  great 
fears  about  tne  event  of  the  duty :  The  Lord  bids  os 
fpeak  to  fuch  a  man,  that  he  go  forward  ;  let  him  obej 
ood's  commandment^  truft  God  for  his  through>bcar« 
ing  and  fiiccefs. 

OhjeB.  11.  "  But  (faith  another)  none  ihould  come 
to  this  table«  but  they  who  are  in  a  (late  of  grace ;  and 
I  apprehend  I  have  no  grace»  I  cannot  lay  claim  to  any 
of  the  marks  of  grace  before  mentioned,  and>  particur 
larly,  I  want  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  *,  and,  how  (ball  I  £0 
to  the  Lord's  tabic  ?" 

Anf,  There  may  be  true  grace  and  true  faith  in  a 
iR)ul,  (incere  and  acceptable  before  Gpd,  though  yet  the 
degrees  of  it  may  be  fo  fmall,  and  the  operations  of  itfo 
weak^  that  it  can  hardly  be  difcerned  by  u^.  Nov, 
though  you  cannot  lay  claim  to  the  foregoing  marks* 
yet  fee  if  you  can'  at  leaft  anfw^r  to  the  foUowing  qaefr 
tions: 

^flf  Do  you  not  fee  yourfelf  undone  and  loft  for  crct 
without  Chrift,  and  that  none  but  Chrift  can  fave  you, 
al&d  you  never  refolve  to  look  to  anjr  other  ? 

idiyy  Are  you  not  grieved  for  the  fins  that  have  un- 
done yoUy  and  would  as  willingly  be  free  of  them,  a$ 
ever  a  fick  man  would  be  free  of  his  (icknefs^  or  a  pri- 
foner  of  his  chains  ? 

3^^,  Do  ye  not  confcientiouffy  pra£tife  whatever  you 
are  cohvinced  to  be  your  duty,  and  dare  not  omit  it 
when  you  kriow  it  ?  Do  ye  not  (incerely  aim  at  praycFi 
fearchmg  the  fcriptures,  mournings  meditationsj  and 
other  duties? 

Athlyt  As  you  dare  not  omit  thefe  dutiesj  can  you  fay 

alfo,  that  you  dare  not  reft  in  them,  nor  rely  on  them, 

becaufe  you  fee  your  prayers  for  pardon  have  need  of 

^pardon,  and  your  tears  for  (in  have  need  themfelves  of 

being  wafhed  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  ^ 

^thly^  Do  you  unfetgnedly  defire  Chrift,  and  hanger 
and  thirft  for  him  and  for  his  righteoufnefs,as  thatwUch 
onlv  can  be  fufficient  to  cover  the  nakednefs  of  your 
fouls  ?  Are  you  willing  to  accept  of  him  on  any  terms, 
willing  that  he  (houldfanftify  as  well  as  fave.  you^  bring 
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you  to  obedience  as  well  as  to  glory  ?  Doth  your  judgc- 
iheht  value  Chrift  above  all,  and  doth  your^  will  chufe 
him  before  all  thing<i  r  If  you  doubt  whether  you  Jove 
him»  yet  tell  me  whether  you  would  love  him  if  yoa 
could  ?  If  you  doubt  whether  you  have  already  receiv- 
ed him,  yet  tell  me  whether  you  are  unfeignedly  willing 
to  receive  him  ?  Then  thcfe  are  fome  degrees  of  grace, 
foxne  workings  of  faith,  well-plcaCng  in  God*s  fight ; 
and,  do  yoU  cherifh  and  •imt)rove  them  in  the  ufe  of 
God's  appointed  means,  they  will  increafe, 

ObjeB.  III.  "  But  (laith  one)  we  are  requited  to  dra^ 
near  to  God  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  afTurance  of  faith; 
and  how  can  I  b6  accepted,  who  have  a  heart  full  qf 
fears  and  doubts  ?'* 

Anf,  I.  The  afluratice  of  faith  is  indeed  to  be  fought 
and  endeavoured  by  ^11  in  their  approaches  to  God,  but 
yet  it  is  not  the  attainment  of  every  believer  in  his  ap- 
proaches to  God  :  For  there  ar6  fome  ilvho  have  come 
toliim  with  much  fear^  and  yet  have  gone  away  with 
much  comfort,  Mark  v.  32.  the  woman  that  had  tlie 
bloody  iflue  came  fearing  and  trembling,  and  fell  dowii 
before  Chrifl;;  and  yet  Chrift  faid  to  her,  vtr.  J4; 
Daughter f  go  in  peace  ;  (he  came  to  Chrift  in  fear,  and 
^et  went  away  in  'peace 

2.  The  belt  courfe  we  can  take,  under  A  burden  of 
fears  and  perplexities,  is  to  go  with  them  to  Jefus  Chrift. 
for  relief.  David,  when  he  was  overwhelmed  therewith, 
gets  to  tlie  "  Rock  that  was  higher  than  he,**  Pfal*  hi. 
2.  and  on  this  rock  he  lays  all  his  burdens^  and  founds 
all  his  hopes.  O  believer,  your  rock  Chrift  is  higher 
than  you^  higher  thaki^ll  your  enemies,  higher  than  all 
your  fears  and  temptations ;  he  is  fufEciently  able  to  . 
overmatch  them  all*  Get  yourfelVcs  to  this  ftrong  Rock^ 
and  ftielter  you|  fouls  in  the  clefts  thereof. 

Ohjf3.IV.  "But  (faith  another)  I  have  little  hope 
oiF  meeting  with  Chrift  at  his  table ;  and  what  (hould 
fuch .ahopelefs  creature  do  there  i** 

Anf.  I  ft.  It  is  indeed  thedutyof  allbclievers'tocomc 
to  this  ordinance  with  raifed  hopes  and  expe£lations  of 

meeting 
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ineetitig  vnih  Cbrift  ;  fet  ordinarily  **  his  mercy  is  ddoii 
Us  according  as  we  hope  in  hittti*  Pfal.  xxxiu.  22.  Tet| 
iJfy^  A  believer  may  fometimes  tneet  with  Chrift» 
when  he  has  leaft  hopes  to  find  him.  For  Mary,  when 
{he  met  with  Chr'ift,  John  xx.  15.  and  fuppofed  he  had 
^en  the  gardener,  and  had  enquired  of  mm  as  fucb  for 
Chrift,  (he  had  little  hope  \  for,  before  he  anfwered 
her,  {he  turned  herfelf  from  him,  and  thought  it  whoOy 
tieedlefs  to  (land  talking  with  him  about  iinding  Chrift; 
and  this  appears  by  her  turning  herfelf  to  him,  as  we 
are  told  fhe  did,  when  he  fp:ike  the  wotd  that  rave  her 
comfort.  Chrift  called  her  by  her  name,  Mary,  and 
made  himfelf  known  to  her.  juft  when  (he  had  turned 
from  him  as  hopelefs  of  finding  him.  It  is  good,  thefif 
O  difcouraged  communicant,  to  be  in  ufe  of  meansi 
feari  hing  and  trying  yourfelf,  and  making  preparation 
for  this  ordinance,  however  fmall  your  hopes  may  be  of 
fttccefs :  For  a  poor  fout  may  fometimes  find  Chri&i 
when  he  hath  leaft  hopes  of  doing  6).  **  Or  ever  I  wii 
aware  (faith  the  fpoufe)  my  foul  made  me  like  thccb» 
tiots  of  Amminadabi''  Cant,  vi*  12. 


iTiRECT.  I^.  Set  time  ipaf  t  for  deejp  humiliatioD  and 
mourning  for  yoUr  finS|  befogs  you  approach  to  die 
Lord's;  table* 

HAVING  found  out  Jom  fins  by  fel^exambiatkidi 
m  befSre  dire£led,  yoa  onght  to  be  deeply  humUrt  ftfr 
*r  ^emy  and  tngenuoofly  coniefs  them  before  the  Irfird  in 
floret ;  and,  that  you  mtj  <jpeed,ifae^better  in  this  tMnii 
join  fafting  wtdi  your  hUmiliatioii,  for  we  ate  command- 
ed to  turn  to  the  Lord  (Joel  ii.  12«>  Hi^Uhf^ing^  wA 
nveepingi  and  vM  tuounung. 

Fqfiing^  fo  far  aa  the  ftate  of  the  body  and  health  vDl 
idlowy  is  one  of  God's  appointed  means  foi^  remofing 
that  drowCnefr  and  heavineisy  that  d^lnefs  and  dea^eS 
of  fpirit,  which  we  arc  odierwifs  liable  to )  atid  alfef<^ 
bringing  the  body  more  in  fobje&ion  to  the  foCJ,  and 
fitting  £)th  for  the  better  performance  of  holy  duties,  as 
medtutioni  prayer^  reading,  hearing,  ezaminmgi  judg- 

inj 
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ihg  and  reforming  ourfelTC*.  It  tends  to  promote  fpi- 
ritual  mindt'diiefs,  kindle  2eal|  quicken  prayci-i  and  td 
wean  the  heart  from  the  world  V  and  the  foul  being  herer 
bj  for  a  time  taken  off  from  the  thoughts,  caresy  and 
^Itefures  of  this  lifei  is  the  more  difpofed  to  be  wholly 
intent  and  taken  up  in  the  work  and  fpecial  dtities  of  the 
day.  Failing  likewife  carties  in  it  fomewhat  of  a  holv 
revenge,  upon  the  flefh  for  its  former  escceffest  which,  ia 
a  fincere  penitent.  Is  acceptable  to  God,  thoiigh  it  can- 
not mfte  fatisfadlion  to  divine  juftice  for  the  lead  Gn« 
It  doth  alfo  imply  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  guiltinefs  and  ilU 
defenringt  befote  Cod;  and  is  a  plain  acknowledgement 
of  out  unworthinefs  of  the  leaft  mercy,  even  of  the 
common  necefiaricS  of  life,  and  far  lefs  of  the  heaven- 
\j  manna  that  God  provides  for  his  <:hildren  in  the 
Kicrament.  Now,  ft  is  the  humbled  and  felf-con« 
demning  fixnitt  that  God  is  pleafed  to  lift  up  and  com- 
fort. But  it.  is  not  enough  that  the  head  **  be  bowed 
down  as  a  bulrufh  foV  a  day/'  that  the  outward  man  be 
humbled^  or  the  body  chaftened  ;  this  is  not  the  *faft 
which  God  hath  chofen :  The  foul  muft  be  afAided  be- 
fore the  Lord,  and  the  man  inwardly  troubled  and  caft 
down  for  offending  God. 

O  communicant,  believe  it,  and  be  firmly  perlfuaded 
tl  it,  that  renentance  and  humiliation  for  fin  is  a  mod 
important  ana  neceffary  work  for  thee  before  the  jfacra- 
ment.  Antinomians  do  vilipend  this  do£trine  of  repen- 
tance, and  fayi  it  is  no  part  of  the  gofpel  *,  that  it  is  a  lesi 
g^l  duty,  and  not  neceffiry  to  the  obtaining  of  pardon* 
But.  to  fliew  you  a  little  of  the  etcellency  and  neceffity^ 
of  this  duty,  confider  that  our  Saviour,  the  great  prci* 
phet  of  the  cburch,  doth  teach  it  as  one  of  the  firft  and 
chief  leffons  of  the  go(]pcl.  When  he  fcnt  John  Baptift^ 
as  the  Harbinger  of  the  gofpel,  the  firft  text  he  preach- 
ed on  ^as  repentance^  and  his  do£trine  was,  Matt.  ili.  2* 
.  •*  Repent  ye^  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  i^  at  hand**' 
When  Chrift,  the  Author  of  the  gofpe^  appeared  him- 
felf,  the  firft  fermon  he  preached  was  a  fermon  of  re- 
pentance alfo,  Mat*  iv.  17"  Prom  that  time  jifus  be- 
gan to  preach,  and  to  fay,  ftepent,  for  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  at  hand^     Yea,  our  Saviour  tells  us,  that  it 

Voi».  I.  3  I  ^^a» 
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vns  for  this  very  end  and  purpofe  he  came  down  fron 
heaven,  and  was  made  man,  that  he  might  preach  repen- 
tance unto  the  world,  Luke  v.  32.  *'  I  came  not  to  c^Iltbe 
righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance."  And  accordinglfi 
the  firft  and  chief  thing  that  Chrift  commanded  bis  > 
pcftles  to  preach  was  repentance,  Mark  vi.  12.  Lvk 
xxxv.  47*  And,  in  obedience  to  thefe  orders,  the  fiift 
thing  that  Peter  preached  to  the  Jews  was  repentance, 
ACts  ij.  38.  Nay,  further,  our  Saviour  tells  us,  dot 
repentance  is  a  chief  part  of  his  purchafe  for  Gnsen, 
and  one  of  the  chiefeft^ifts  which  he  beftows  upon  thctn. 
He  not  only  came  from  heaven  to  preach  repentance,  bat 
alfo  to  (bed  his  blood  to  purchafe  repentance  to  {is  ;  and 
therefore  he  inftru£is  his  difciples,  Luke  xniv  47*  **  ^ 
preach  repentance  to  the  world  in  his  name,"  t.  f.  asUs 
purchafe  i  and  his  apoftles  afiiire  us,  that  he  arofe  and 
afcended  for  this  very  end»  that  he  might  beftow  dte 
gift  of  repentance  on  his  people,  A&s  v.  3 1 .  Now  cer- 
tainly,  if  repentance  had  not  been  fo  excellent  a  work, 
and  fuch  a  neceffiry  gofpel-duty,  Chrift  and  his  apot 
tleshad^not  infilled  fo  much  upon  it;  our  Savour W 
not  begun  his  public  miniftry  with  it  j  nor  had  he  told 
lis  fo  peremptorily,  and  fo  often^  ^<  Except  ye  repent, 
ye  (hall  all  likewife  perifli." 

TertuUian  fays  of  himfelf,  that  he  was  bom  to  nothix^ 
elfe  but  to  repentance  :  a  faying  well  worthy  of  our  moft 
ferious  obfervation.  Likewife  it  was  the  faying  of  a 
godly  minifter,  **  That  if  he  were  to  die  in  tne  pulpit, 
he  would  wi(h  to  die  preaching  repentance ;  and,  if  out 
of  the  pulpit,  he  would  wifh  todiepra£li(ing  repentaoce.'' 
This  is  a  duty  always  in  feafon,  and  never  more  feafon* 
able  than  when  we  go  to  feal  a  covenant  with  God,  or  go 
to  receive  the  feal.of  God's  Spirit  in  the  facrament.  We 
know  hard  wax  will  not  receive  the  impreiEonof  tbefeal, 
wherefore  we  muft  firft  melt  or  foften  the  wax  before 
we  apply  the  feal ;  fo  the  heart  muft  be  firft  foftened  and 
melted  by  repentance  and  humiliation  for  fin,  before  any 
impreiTion  be  made  thereon  by  the  heavenly  feal  of 
God's  Spirit  in  the  facrament. 

^     What  Bathftiebah  faith,  Prov.  xxxi.  6.  7.  is  very  ap- 
plicable beie^  <<  Give  ftrong  drink  unto  him  that  is  readj 
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'*  f  o  perifh,  and  wine  to  to  thofc  th«t  be  of  heavy  hearts  (or 
F^  \>itter  in  foul.)  Let  him  drink  and  forget  his  poverty,  and 
^-  remember  his  mifery  no  more/*  So  the  wine  in  the  fa- 
^'^  crament  is  not  for  the  fecure  and  impenitent,  but  for 
^  thofe  who  by  repentance  and  humiliation  for  fin  are  ia 
^ -  poverty  of  fpirit,  bittemefs  of  foul»  ^nd heavinefsof  heart 
fa  for  grieving  and  offending  God.  ITic  Lord  is  graci* 
s  oufly  pleafed  to  appoint  this  wine  for  them,  to  refrcCb 
^-  and  comfort  their  hearts  againft  the  fenfe  of  their  po« 
fe  vcrty  and  mifery.  "  Bleffed  arc  they  that  mourn  at 
i?'  this  occafion)  for  they  (hall  be  comforted  \  their  forrow 
cs.     Ihali  be  turned  into  joy."* 

:s^  But,  if  you  come  with  impenitent,  infenfible  and  hard 

t''  hearts  to  the  Lord'$  table,  you  will  kindle  the  Lord's 
'-■  wrath  againft  you  for  crucifying  his  beloved  Son.  As 
\t  king  Ahafuerus's  wr^th  was  kindled  againft  Haman  for 
^  his  bloody  plot  againft  his  beloved  Efther  and  her  peo- 
)^  pie,  even  while  he  was  at  the  banqiiet  of  wine^  and  pre« 
ei'  fently  gave  fentence  againft  him  :  So  may  the  the  King 
b;  of  heaven's  wrath  be  kindled  againft  thee,  while  at  this 
0'  fpiritual  banquet,  and  pafs  fentence  on  thee  prefently^ 
ir,  and  fay,  **  Let  Satan  enter  in  with  the  fop,  and  feal  hiiQ 
i%       up  under  his  hardnefs  and  impenitency,  and  carry  him 

on  to  all  ungodlineis  till  he  be  ripe  for  hell. 
i;  What  Chrift  faid  of  the  Pharifees  profelyte,  Matth. 

i        xxiiu  15.     <*  He  was  made  two-fold  more  the  child  of 
I         bell  than  themfelves,"  may  well  be  faid  of  impenitent 
receivers ;  by  their  communicating  in  this  cafe,  they 
make  themfelves  two- fold  more  the  children  of  hell  aixd 
the  devil  than  they  were  before :  For  thereby  they  fall 
i         more  under  the  power  of  fatan ;  they  increafe  their 
hardnefs,  ftrengthen  their  lufts ;  and  to  all  their  former 
^  fins  they  add  the  guilt  of  profaning  God's  onlinance, 

crucifying  the  Son  of  God  afrefli,  and  trampling  his  pre- 
cious blood  under  foot. 

Impenitent  partaking  is  a  crime  fo  ofienfive  to  a  holy 
God,  that  it  will  bring  all  your  other  fins  frefh  into 
God's  remembrance,  and  excite  him  to  vifit  you  for 
them,  according  to  that  word,  Hof.  viii.  13.  ••  They 
facrifice  fiefli  for  the  facrifice  of  mine  oflFerings,  and  eat 
it ;  but  ihc  Lord  accepteth  them  not :  That  is  fad 
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enough,  hut  work  follows ;''  ^  Now  will  he  remember 
their  iniquity^  and  vifit  their  fins/'  Now  wiU  he  do  it, 
cren  while  thef  are  offering  their  facrifice»  O  impcoU 
tent  fintiersy  God  remembers  vour  fins  at  all  timesi  bttt 
tfpecially  when  you  come  to  me  facrament  io  a  harden- 
ed eaft  *»  then  will  he  remember  how  yon  hare  for* 
merly  abufed  his  merclest  wounded  his  Son,  grieved  hit 
Spirit,  mis  fpent  your  time»  negleSed  his  worOit]>» 
dealt  hypocriticaliy  with  him,  been  nnjuft  to  yovr 
neighbours,  hated  his  people,  i^c-  So  ihai  be  will,  at 
the  very  time  you  are  receiving,  come  and  Tifit  yoor 
fins,  fmite  you  with  his  wrath,  and  give  fatan  power 
0¥er  you.  O  then,  were  it  not  far  better  for  you,  be* 
fore  you  come  to  the  Lord's  UiAt,  to  be  remembering 
jour  fmst  and  humbling  yourfelves  for  them  before  the 
lord  i  than  to  have  God  remembering  them  la  wiadi 
againft  yottf  when  you  are  at  the  table  ? 

Now,  for  your  help  in  this  matter  fet  time  apart  he* 
fore  the  facrament,  read  ov«r  our  Larger  Catechifin  up* 
on  the  ten  commandments  i  and,  as  you  read,  carefoQy 
obferve  and  mark,  the  du^s  you  have  omitted,  and  tfas 
fins  you  have  committed  againft  every  one  of  the  cooh 
snandsi  and  from  tbii  you  may  form  a  black  catabgoe  of 
your  fins,  which  you  ought  to  fpread,  as  Hegekiah  did 
Sennacherib's  letter,  hifiirt  the  Lfrdy  and  likewifi:  bc^ 
the  face  of  your  own  confciences.  Had  we  but  our  ejei 
enlightened  by  God's  fpirit,  to  take  a  view  of  ourfelveii 
and  our  manifold  fpots,  in  the  glafs  of  God's  holy  and 
txtenfive  law,  then  would  we  go  humbly  to  God  with 
ropes  about  our  necks,  forrows  in  our  hearts,  tears  in 
cur  eyes,  and  confef&ons  in  our  mouths,  call  ourfelfcs 
^own  at  the  footftool  of  his  mercy,  and  make  full  aad 
particular  acknowledgements  of  our  guiltinef  s  before  him. 

And,  to  give  fome  inftances :  When  we  view  the  firik 
commandment,  let  us  be  humbled  for  .our  finsagainftit, 
,  tnd  confeis  them }  ^^  Ah  !  have  I  not  been  guilty  of 
much  heart  aUieifm  ?  Have  I  not  doubted  of  the  beiag 
pr  providence  of  God?  Have  I  not  much  ignorance,  and 
many  Mnrong  thoughts  and  mifapprehenfions  of  God? 
Have  I  not  been  forgetfol  of  God  my  maker  and  prefer- 
ver  i  Have  I  not  put  the  creature,  the  world,  iclf,  and 
f  ther  thin^i  in  his  room  ?  Have  I  notafcribed  my  mer* 

cics 
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cie8  to  others,  fortune,  to  my  own  wifdom  and  indaf* 
try«  Tather  than  to  God  ?  A)a$,  for  my  felf-lo?e,  felf« 
feekingt  unbelief,  diftnift,  hatred  of  God»  grieving  hit 
Spirit,  diflike  of  his  image  in  his  ordinancesi  his  child* 
rcn«  8cc. 

2d/yn  How  have  I  (innrd  againft  the  fecond  command^ 
by  devifing  or  approving  other  ways  of  worfhip  than 
God  hath  appointed,  by  not  prizing  pure  ordinances,  by 
making  reprefentitions  of  God  in  my  mind,  and  enter* 
taxning  wrong  conceptions  of  him  ? 

34a$[^,  Againft  the  third  command,  by  abuGng  God'i 
name,  his  fcriptures,  his  ordinances ;  by  irreverent  ap- 
proaches to  God,  hypocrify,  careLefs  hearing  and  com* 
jnunicating;  by  perjury,  fwearing  rafhly,  breach  of  oaths 
and  vows ;  by  having  a  hand  in  the  perjury  or  falfe- 
fwearing  of  others ;  by  wreRing  the  word,  mifapplying 
providences,  unthankfulnefs  for  merciesi  infenfibleneft 
and  incorrigiblenefs  under  judgments  and  aiBidions. 

4tily^  Againil  the  fourth  command,  by  forgetfulneis 

of  the  Sabbath  before  it  came,  not  preparing  (or  it|  not 

labouring  to  prevent  what  might  di(lra£t  me  in  the  dct- 

tics  of  the  Sabbath :  By  profaning  the  Sabbath  wiien  it 

(Carae,  by  idknefs,*needleis  vifitSi  unfuitable  thoui^hts^ 

words  and  adtions ;  by  worldly  cares  and  bufmefs  on 

the  Sabbath ;  by  necdlefs  recreations,  feeking  my  own 

pleafures,  not  performing,  pr  carelefs  performing  of  die 

duties  of  the  Sabbath,  both  in  public  and  private.     Alas, 

I  have  been  fo  far  from  calling  the  Sabbath  a  delight, 

that  oft  times  my  heart  hath  faid,  what  a  wearineft  is 

it  ?  Ah,  the  ftritl  obfervatton  of  the  Sabbath  hath  been 

tedious  to  me,  1  have  ihifted  it  over,  and  hid,  when 

fliall  the  Sabbath  be  gone  ?  &c.  . 

$tb/yt  Againfl:  the  fifth  command,  by  not  behavKig 
rayfeli  anfweraUy  to  my  natural,  ecceluaftical,  and  po- 
litical parents  \  not  loving  them,  praying  for  them,  and 
covering  their  infirmities  :  By  not  behaving  fuitably  to- 
wards my  inferiors,  and  not  admoniihing  and  encourag- 
ing them  in  welUdoing,  not  corce£ting  diildrea,  or  do- 
ing it  unduly,  provoking  them  to  wrath:  And  alfp 
carrying  unfuitably  towards  my  equals,  envying  their 
^ifts^  profperity  or  grieving  at  their  advancement. 
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6/A/y,  Againft  the  fixth  command,  by  finful  aneer, 
hatred,  malice,  dcfirc  of  revenge,  itnnKRlerate  ufcof 
meat  and  drink  \  by  quarrelling*  fighting,  ftrikiog^ 
'Woanding,  and  doing  feveral  things  that  tend  to  take  a- 
way  the  lives  of  others  *,  fowing  ftrife  and  difcord  among 
friends,  &c.  by  not  being  duly  concerned  for  the  pie- 
ftrration  of  the  litcs  of  others,  whether  of  their  fooh 
or  bodies. 

^thfyf  Againff  the  feventh  command,  by  unchafte 
thoughts,  words  and  actions ;  by  unclean  imaginationi^ 
obfcene  fpeeches,  wanton  gc  (lures,  immodeft  appard; 
not  watching  over  my  fenfe&,  heart,  words,  anions ;  by 
{oing  into  bad  company,  occafions  of  uncleanncfs  -,  by 
drunkennefs,  gluttony,  and  other  temptations  there* 
unto. 

*  Zthty^  Againft  the  eighth  command,  by  ftealing,  d^ 
frauding,  opprcffion,  extortion,  unfaithfulnefs  in  bar- 
gams  and  contra£ts,  idlenefs,  prodigality,  inordinate 
prizing  of  wordly  goods. 

9tbTp,  Agait^ft  the  ninth  command,  by  flandering 
kckbiting,  reviling,  lying  in  jeft  or  earneft,  amcealin{ 
the  truth  I  (hould  have  fpoken,  fpeaking  the  truth  un- 
ieafonably,  and  to  a  wrong*  end,  fuboming  falfe  wit- 
nefles,  pteading  for  an  evil  caufe,  rafli  cenfuring,  aggra- 
vating iinaUer  faults,  countenancing  evil  reports,  exte* 
Buating  grofs  fins. 

ictblyi  Againft  the  tenth  command,  by  difcontent 
with  my  own  condition,  envying  and  grieving  at  my 
neighbour's  good  and  welfare,  impatience  under  afflic- 
tion. Alas,  for  my  innumerable  breaches  of  God's  holy 
commandments  I 

In  the  next  place,  take  a  view  of  the  particular  aggra- 
valions  of  your  fins,  and  be  deeply  humbled  for  tiicm, 
and  lay  them  out  before  God  in  thdir  blackeft  and 
bloodieft  colours  i  ^  Ah,  I  have  finned  againft  more 
light  and  knowledge  than  others,  againft  many  checb 
of  confcience,  warnings,  admonitions  and  reproofs.  I 
have  finned  againft  more  mercies  and  experiences  of 
God's  kindnefs  than  others.  I  have  had  many  gracioos 
offers  of  peace  and  pardon  \  nay,  God  has  given  m€ 
fweet  intimations  of  his  love  and  good- will  to  my  foul; 

be 
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be  hath  fometimes  fmiled  on  me  in  duty ;  pten  me 

enlargements}  breakings  and  meltings  of  heart  in  pray- 

er«  hearing  and  comnaunicating  ;  but  I  have  been  moft 

unthankful  to  him  :  Alas  for  my  ingratitude  for  mer« 

cies  !  1  have   finned  againft  ihore  refolutions,  tows, 

covenants  and  engagements,  to  the  contrary,  than  others 

have  done.     Ah,  I  have  finned  with  deliberation^)  and 

fallen  into  the  fame  fins  over  agaln«    I  have  finned  a- 

gainft  my  confeflions,  my  lamentations,  and  prayers* 

I  have  finned  againft  God's  rods  and  chafUfements  npoa 

myfelf,  and  againft  terrifying  inftances  of  God's  ]udg« 

ments  upon  others.     I  have  finned  againft  the  patience 

and  longfuflerlng  of  God,  that  hath  waited  upon  me 

for  many  years.     Alas,  I  have  finned  agsunft  reafoa^ 

ccnfcience,  intereft,  aM  a  thoufand  other  obligations. 

I  have  difhonoured  God,  hardened  the  wicked^  and  o« 

pencd  their  mouths  againft  religion.     I  have  gratified 

Satan,  and  brought  up  an  ill  report  on  the  ways  cf  God 

bjr  nay  fins,  more  than  many  others* 

Moreover,  how  grievoufly  have  I  filmed  againft  the 
gofpel,  by  flighting,  not  fufficiently  efteeming,  admiiw 
ing,  and  being  thankful  for,  the  infinite  love  of  God  dif* 
played  in  man's  redemption.    By  not  loving  and  rejoic« 
mg  in  Jefus  Chrift  and  him  crucified  :   By  refting  on 
my  duties,  and  not  improving  Chrift,  and  relying  on 
him  in  all  his  o£Bces,  not  accounting  all  things  lofs  and 
dung  for  him  :  By  not  dying  daily  to  fin,  nor  forrowiiig 
for  it ;  but  often  making  light  of  that  which  nothing 
but  the  blood  of  Chaift  could  expiate.     Ah,  I  have  not 
-  fought  the  things  of  Chrift  as  my  own,  I  have  not  pre- 
ferred Jerufalem  to  mj  chief  joy.     My  heart  hath  not 
Hike  Eli's)  trembled  tor  the  ark  of  God,  nor  hath  my 
foul  (like  Lot's)  been  vexed  from  day  to  day  with  the 
unlawful  deeds  of  thofe  among  whom  I  live.     I  have 
not  mourned  for  the  affll&ions  of  God*s  people,  for  the 
figns  of  God's  anger,  or  for  the  fins  of  the  times.     Alas 
for  the  infirmities,  imperfedions,  and  iniquities  of  mj 
holy  things !  Oh,  the  heart- hardnefs,  formality,  earthly- 
mindednefs,  deadnefs,  indifpofition,  wanderings,  weari- 
nefs,  unpreparednefs,  and  want  of  relifli  that  hath  at« 
ftnded  my  attendance  on  holy  ordinances,  and  particu- 
larly 
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latly  this  of  the  Lord's  fuppcr  !  I  have  rcftccJ  in  the 
mere  out-(ide  of  duties.  *  I  have  had  little  appetite  after 
diis  refrefliin^  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  fupper  I  hart 
not  approached  to  it  with  fuch  folenrui  preparation^ 
examination,  humiliation,  renewing  of  covenant,  as  I 
ought  to  have  done*  I  have  walked  unanfwerablf 
after  the  communion,  and  have  not  minded  my  refoHi- 
tions  and  engagements  as  becomes  a  worthy  commiK 
nicant " 

Having  thus  accufed  yoArfelves,  and  cotifefled  yoor 
fins  bt'fore  God,  as  far  as  you  can  remember ;  proceed 
alfo  to  judge  and  condemn  yourfelves  from  them,  fayiog, 
•*  O  what  a  wretched  rebel  againft  God  have  I  bieen; 
yea,  even  a  den  of  filthinefs,  a  ily  of  uncleannefs,anda 
fink  of  mifery !  I  have  been  a  heaven-daring,  God>pitf- 
v^oklng,  Chrift-crucifyiflg,  fpirit-quenching,  law-break* 
ing,  gofpel  defpifrng,  and  foul- murdering  nnner  !  Lonl, 
can  thy  arms  of  mercy  open  to  receive  fuch  a  monfter  ojf 
wickednefs  as  I  have  been?  Surely  I  deferve  rather  to  b€ 
trampled  under  the  feet  of  thy  jufticeithan  to  be  embra^ 
cd  in  the  arms  of  thy  mercy  ;  for,  alas,  I  have  trampled 
under  my  feet  thy  glorious  attributes*  I  have  abafed 
thy  mercy  and  patience,  and  contemned  thy  wifdool 
and  power.  I  have  defpifed  thy  goodnefs,  that  hath 
been  unto  me  like  the  dropping  dew»  I  have  inccnfed 
the  infinite  power  of  my  dread  Sovereign  againft  mC) 
who  by  a  word  can  unhinge  the  world,  and  tear  op  lU 
foundations  as  eaiily  as  he  laid  them*  1  have  exalpe- 
rated  the  juftice  of  that  mighty  One  who  by  his  breath 
can  crumble  me  to  duft,  and  confume  me  to  powder. 
Ix>rdy  1  have  finned  againft  the  cleareft  light  and  dea^ 
eft  love  :  Nay,  I  repeated  .and  reiterated  my  heinooi 
fins ;  I  have  gone  from  committing  fin  to  confefling 
fin,  and  from  confeffing  fin  to  committing  fin-  again. 
Ah  !  I  have  lived  as  carelefly  and  ineligioufly,  as  \( 
there  had  been  no  God  to  punifh,  nor  devil  to  torment  \ 
no  fweetnefs  in  heaven,  nor  bictemefs  in  hell.  O  what 
indignitie  sand  aii^onts  haft  thou  born  with  from  mei  a 
poor,  undcfcrving,  ill-defcrving,  yea,  hcll-dcfcninj 
wretch  I  Never  were  the  wages  more  due  td  the  hbdur- 
•cr»  than  damnation  is  due  to  me.    If  every  fin  bringi 

dowtt 
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down  a  curfe,  and  defenres  hell,  how  many  thoufand^ 
hellS)  how  many  millions  of  curi«s»-do  I  deferve  ?  O 
how  miferaUe  fliould  I  be  for  ever,  if  thou,  Lord,  (hould 
deal  with  me  according  to  my  defervinf^!  I  hai^  for« 
feited  all  intereft  in  thy  faTour,  and  all  claim  to  thy 
mercy :  I  defenre  not  to  litre  in  thy  world,  nor  to  breathe 
in  thy  air ;  but  to  have  my  name  blotted  out  from  un* 
der  heaven,  yea,  to  have  all  the  curfes  of  thy  book,  and 
aU' the  vials  of  thy  wrath  poured  out  on  me,  even  a  de« 
Ittge  of  fire  and  brimftone  rained  upon  me  without  in* 
termiflion.  I  deferve  to  be  hung  up  hi  chains  of  ever* 
lafting  darkneiis,  to  be  a  monument  of  juftice,  and  a  de* 
rifion  of  devils  for  evermore*  I  caft  down  my  foul^ 
Lord,  at  thy  feet ;  though  thou  (hould  take  it  up  and 
fling  it  into  hell,  I  behoved  to  fay.  Thou  art  righteous  9 
For  the  hotteft  phce  in  hell  is  too  good  for  me. 

^*  Oh,  (hall  fuch  a  wretch  as  I,  think  of  approaching  to 
thy  table  ?    What  may  I  ezpe£l  there  but  frowns  from 
the  Mafter  of  the  feaft  ?  While  the  Sun  of  righteoufiiefs 
urifeth  with  healing  in  his  wings  to  thofe  that  fear  thy 
name,  diy  wrath  may  bum  againft  me  as  fire,  and  de- 
vour me  as  ftubble.    The  dav  of  feafting  and  rejoicings 
facrifice  and  atonement,  to  tny  fincere  fervants,  may  be 
a  day  of  wrath  and  trouble,  darknefe  and  gloominefs» 
unto  me.     While  they  are  faying;,  Conu^  let  us  go  Into 
the  boufe  of  the  Lordy^  our  fat  Jbai/jland  within  thf  gaies^ 
O  Zion^  Within  thy  courts^  O  God :  I  may  -juftiy  be  fay« 
ing.  The  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who  ihall 
be  able  taftand  ?   And  when  thy  diildren,  liord,  (hal( 
go  with  tonfidenoe  and  prefent  diemfelves  before  thecy 
arrayed  m  the  righteoufhefs  of  thy  Son^  lifting  up  iheir 
heads  with,  joy,  knowing  the  time  of  their  redemption 
draws  nigh :   I  may  be  Uding  niyfelf  in  the  dens  and 
rocks  of  the  moitAtainsv  f^p^K*  ^^^  ^^  ^'^s  "^  ^^  ^^ 
firnntbefaaofhimvthntJitrAmthethronfiki     1  may  fee 
-them  taken  in  aodf  &t  down  at  the  table  above  with  the 
£ing,  and  myfelf  eteffnally  thriid  out :  And,  while  they 
are  feafting  and  rejoicsinft  at  thy  f  aUe,  I  ii^ay  julUy  hp 
lying  under  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb.  . 

'^  Qh,  Lord,  1  have  made  Kght  oi  the  gofpel-fcaft,  ami 

preferred,  the  ih^gs  «f  the  world  before  it  \  io  that  thou 
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Ihaytft  jvftly  fay  to  the,  that  I  fiiall  ti«?er  tiAe  of  liif 
fopper  $  or,  if  1  goto  tt»  that  k  (hall  not  be  for  the  bet* 
ter»  but  for  the  ^orfe  ;  I  (haU  meet  vith  a  fnnm  is* 
ftead  of  a  (mile,  a  eurfe  infteaA  of  a  wdeoine,  a  breach 
inftead  of  a  blefflng^  Lord>  thou  mayeft  inftesdof 
bread  give  me  a  Aone,  aadforthe  cup  of  the  new  tefta- 
ment,  give  me  a  cup  of  wrath  aad  tiemUiiig.  Thoa 
Mayeft  juftly  turn  my  hard  heart  into  a  ftone,  iaftead  of 
turning  my  ftony  heart  into  a  heart  of  iefli**' 

When  thou  haft  in  thia  mamier  aggravated  ihy  criofll 
and  condemned  th^fclf^  yet  do  not  defpair ;  bat  as  the 
poor  condemned  criminal  may  cry  for  mevey,  fo  ttt  a 
poor,  humbledi  felf-cotideomediiuneT^  cry  toa  merdfiil 
God  for  pity.  Say,  ^  Lord,  I  am  aihamed  and  oo^ 
founded  at  my  former  madnefa  and  foBy :  I  haive  a^ 
thing  to  plead  for  my  (elf ,  occepft,  wtdi  the  poor  puUicaa 
ftanding  afar  off,  to  fmite  upon  my  breaft,  and  hft  op 
mine  eyes  to  heaven,  and  fay,  *'  Gml  be  mctciful  tatae  a 
finnte/'  All  my  refuge,  all  tny  hope,  ia  in  the  £ree  meicf 
of  God,  through  Jefua  Chrift.  Lord,  make  me  a  rnom^ 
tnent  of  free  grace  to  all  die  ages  of  eternity.  Bub^i^ 
I  am  afliamed  to  i^ak  of  mercy  and  grace,  who  hue 
^ready  adrafcd  fo  mudi  tbeieof,  yea,  trampled  t>n  tka 
blood  that  fliould  lave  me*  Bui,  Lord,  what  am  I  di^ 
or  whither  ftiOl  I  go  ?  ShouM  I  dclpair  with  Cain,  er 
make  away  anyfelf  with  Judaa  ?  Oh,  no  2  Thia»  Loi^ 
were  to  affiront  thy  mercy  yet  tnore,  and  utterly  to  a^* 
ioft  the  goipd-Tomedy  which  thou  valueft  fo  highly* 
This  thing  I  wiB  not  do ;  but,  feeing  1  have  heard  ft 
glorioua  a  repott  of  the  mercy  of  the  king  of  ifiaely  I 
wiHeven  ventureto  Ina  throne  of  ifracCpwhere  (vee  meicf 
leigna  to  pardon  abounding  fine,  and  where  Jefua  ChA 
fita  to  fave  the  chief  of  finnera.  iiord  Jtfua,  veiach  itam 
lieaven  thy  merciful  faandi  to  (aver mc  a  poor  fiunet, 
whO|  like'Petor,  am  ready  to  fintintbe  fea  of  mffaii 
and  miferiea ;  diat  fo  the  Uei&ng  of  a  heavy  laden  in- 
ner, that  18  ready  to^perUbf  •  may  come  on  thy  head  fin 
'ever*  Lmrd^  Jon»  m,  mrf^  t  f^  s  ^^^^  ^^>^  ^ 
guilt  of  my  maiiy  heinous  fina>  wteh  the  merit  ot  that 
iiood  which  van  down  from  liiy  woudda  on  the  crois, 
fhs)t  I  ?un  tofee  veptefinited  in  tlie  iacramemj  or  I  am 
-     .  •  -undone, 


vfn^kmt.    Lordi  I  am  toM  of  the  effleaqf  of  this  bloodt 

that  it  hath  a  mighty  current,  and  the  higheft  moiin« 

tains  of  gtliit  caniiot  ftop  its  courfe  :  Oh,  let  the  blefled 

experiment  be  tri^d  on  me,  as  it  hath  been  on  thou* 

fands  before  me.     I  am  alfo  told,  that  thou  haft  fought 

aftet  many  finner?  while  running  from  thee  \  i^ay,  fc»U 

lowed  them  to  the  ytvf  gates  of  bell  with  a  pardon  ixi 

d^7  katid ;  atid,  when  fatan  has  belm  teadf  to  tumble 

them  in,  thou  haft  eatlght  them  and  brought  them  back 

agatnJ     And„  wilt  thoU  now  refufe  mC)  who  am  feek^ 

ing  after  thee  ?  Lord,  thou  hcfardft  and  helped,  nay,  d]e4 

for  thine  enemies*  brfolrc  they  cried  to  thee  for  help  i 

At)d>  wilt  th6u  now  rejeft  me,  who  am  come  to  la^ 

down  my  amis,  and  cry  it  thee  foir  mercy  i  Haft  thotf 

not  Tafd,  that  he  thit  eonfeffeth  and  forfaketh  his  finsj, 

fhall  find  mercy  ?  Thy  word  was  never  yet  known  to  ' 

fail?  Lord,  be  it  to'mt  aeeording  tb  thV  word.'* 

And*  hattfig  betaken  thyfelf  to  Chrm  thy  Surety's 
ihii9t,  humbly  plead  ^t  with  God  for  chy  pardoii  and 
acceptahcie ;  fay,  ^  Lord^  I  have  indeed  broken  all  thy- 
c6itihiand$ ;  buti  hath  not  my  8un?ty  ftilfiUcd  thcih  all  ? 
I'bavc,   al?is,' afftoftted  thyjuftice;  but,  hath  ttdi  ttif 
Surety  fatisfcrt  Ir  f  •  1  have  deferred  thy  wi^th,  but  he 
hath  endured  tt.    t*hc  dkallifenieht  of  my  peace  traa 
ilpon  him :  0  let  the  merit  of  his  rifthtcoulhefF  be  upon 
.  liie.    Lord,  rvhiember  not  what  I  have  dotie  againf( 
thee ;  but  remember  what  he  hath  done  and  fuAred  foi^ 
me.    Oh,  when  I  confider  thy  greacnefs  and  my  own* 
uuworthincfsj  thy  purity  and  my  Unclcanncfs,  thy  glory 
and  my  vilcnefs,  I  am  confounded  and  difcouraged  to 
draw  tieat  to  thy  table :  But  when  I  confider  thy  boun- 
ty and  goodncfs,  my  Saviour*s  merit,  and  thy  mercy  and 
itadindTs  to  forgive,  I  am-  encouraged  to  come.     And> 
O  that  I  CQUid  come  with  a  broken  and  a  contrite  hcatt^ 
whidh  b  %  pleafant  facrificc  to  God  P 

■  Objiff.  "  But,  (faith  fdttie  poor  dtfcottfaged  foul)  t 
would  fain  fet  about  the  work  of  humiliatioh,  in  ordef 
to  nrepare  me  for  Ae  facramcnt  \  but,  Q  my  hatd  heart 
win  not  break ;  alas,  It  is  fo  hardened  and  bound  up^ 
that  I  cannot  get  one  tear  for  fin.*'        *  ' 

3Ka  Anf. 
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Anf.  Remember  that  it  is  Chrift,  who  hath  piircha£- 
ed»  who  hath  promifed,  and  who  freely  beftoweth  le^ 
pentance  on  pooi  finners  ;  therefore*  go  to  him  and  feck 
it:  And,  that  it  may  be  wrought  in  you,  plead  for  the 
blefled  Spirit,  which  he  hath  alio  promifed,  to  be  fent 
to  take  off  the  fcales  ofiblindnefs  from  youf  eyes  which 
fatan  hath  put  on,  that  fo  you  may  fee  fm  in  its  bbck- 
nefs  and  deformity.  Cry  with  Job,  IVhat  Ikn&w  nei^  Uadk 
thou  me.  0  make  me  to  kao^  my  tranfgreffion  andmyjm* 
God  hath  fer  before  you  ftveral  Iooking<glafles  to  repre- 
fent  the  evil  of  (in  to  you  ;  O  make  ufe  of  them.  Tou 
have  the  glafs  of  God's  holy  natpie^  the  gl^fs  of  hisfady 
'  law,  the  glafs  of  the  damned's  torments,  and  theglafsof 
Chrift's  fufferings :  Look  frequently  into  thefe.  View 
the  infinite  purity  ^nd  fpotlefsnef&of  God*s  nature ;  con- 
fider  his  holy  law  in  its  fpiritual  meaning  and  large  ex- 
tent ;  meditate.on  the  eternal  (hriqks  and, howling»  of 
damned  fouls  :  And|  in  a  fpecia)  manner,  behold  Chrift's 
bloody  agonies  for/m.  A  right  look  of  him  whom^ 
have  piercedj  will  caufe  you  mourn,  Zech.  zii.  io« 

Come  then,  O  hard-hearted  finner^'  and  behold  hov 
tby  fins  pierced  Chri{i*s  head  with  thorns,  hifih^ds  an^ 
£eet  with  nai]s»  his  fide  with  a  fpear,  and  his  heart  with 
forrows :    Behold  how  they  ptefTed  him  down  in  the 

Erden,  till  he  fweat  blood :  Bebojd  how  they  bound  a 
avy  crofs  on  his  back»  till  he  fainted  with  the  load^ 
Behold  how  they  nailed  him  to  the  curled  tree,  and 
made  God  frown  upon  him,  fo  that  he  was.  foroed  to 
cry  out,  my  God^  my  Gody  why  haft,  tiou  for/akea  me  f 
0|  canft  thou  lookpn  Golgotha,  or  Gethfemanet  widi 
dry  eyes|  or  ah  unconcerned  heart?  Canft  thou  fee 
Chrilt's  eyes  weep«  and  his  heart  melted  like  wax  with- 
in him,  and  yet  thy  heart  continue  hard,  and  thine  eyes  ' 
dry  ?  Come,  hearken  to  his  dying  groans,  and  look  to 
his  bleeding  wounds :  Think  you  near  him  Ciying  to  yoUf 
Behold  what  your  Jins  have  done  I  L  there  any  forrena  like 
m  fori^w  ?  Oy  wilt  thou  not  fay  to  my  hard  Jiearti 
*r  What  is  this  that  thou  haft  done  ?  Is  not  this  the  Son 
of  God.  and  the  King  of  glory,  that  thou  haft  murdered 
by  thy  fins ;  and  wite  thou  not  be  grieved  for  them  I 
'Shall  the  hard  rocks  rent^  the  dead  earth  fliake,  the 

temple** 
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temple's  vail  rend>  the  fun  vail  its  bright  ftcci  the  hea- 
vens fcut  on  a  mourning  habit,  and  the  whole  creatipn 
look  A^»  when  Ctixid  is  (\xScTing  for  thy  fins,  and  tboa 
the  ptuilty  criminal,  that  (houldft  have  eternally  howled 
in  heirs  flames*  (land  oiily  unconcerned  ?*'  Be  qflonybedy 
O  heavens^  at  thu  /  And  let.thy  hard  heart  blu(h  and  be 
^Qiamed  for  it.  Ah  J  (hall  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph  in  the, 
pit  move  your  heart  more  than  that  of  Chrift  upon  the, 
orofs  ?  Shall  the  news  of  the  tragical  death  or  fuiFeringS: 
of  one  of  your  friends  or  countrymen  among  the  Turks^* 
move  your  heart  fooner  than  the  death  and  fuffcrings  of 
the  innoqent  Son  of  God  ?  O,  then,  go  to  God  and  com- 
plain of  thy  hard  heart  \  take  it.  ami  Jay  it  before  God's 
promife,  Ezrk*  xxxvi  26.  and  plead  that  h^  womM  take 
it  away,  according  \o  his  word^  *^  Lord,  thou  curedft 
all  manner  of  plagues  and  dtfeafes  which  were  brought 
to  thee  while  thou  waft  on  earth  :/  Arid  haft  not  t£>u 
the  fame  bowels  of  mercy  now  in  heaven  f  Surely  thy 
goodneis  is  ftili  the  fame,  thy  hinds  are  not  (hprtened, 
that  they  cannot  fave :  Nay,  there  are  holes  np^f.  in  thy 
bandf:>  to  let  bleflings  drop  through  thefn  the  .more£ree«- 
ly  on  us.  Thou  art  my  only  phyfician,  and  to  thee  I 
urill  look  for  the  cure :  Lord,  nothing  will  do  it  ^utthe, 
plaifter  of  thy  blood/'     . 

Mourning  is  abfokueiv  necefTary  for  thee,  O  commu- 
nicant, if  thou  would  ft  nave, the  wine  of  confolation  in 
the  {acrament*  '  When  did  Jacob  find  God  in  Bethel, 
but  when  he  wept  anil  made  fupplicatioa  to  G,od  ?  Hof. 
xii.  4.  When  did  Mary  meet  with  Chrift,  but  when 
Ib^  fought  him  weeping  and  forrowing  ?  Jo}ia  zx-  1 1« 
If  you  caft  out  a  flood  of  tears  in  Chrift's  way,  he  wiU 
not  be  able  for  his  companionate  heart  tojpals  over  it». 
but  will  turn  in  and  lodge  with  you. 

OljeB.  *'  Alas  1  I  cannot  win  to  tears  for  (In.  Are. 
tears  abfolutely  neceflary  ?^' 

Anf.  They  are  very  defirable  where  they  are ;  the 
penitent's  tears  are  the  joy  of  angels,  and  the  delight  o£ 
Cod,  he  keeps  a  bottle  for  them  :  Bet  yet  all  conftita- 
tions  are  not  alike  moift  *,  a  tender  heart  may  be  match- 
^  with  a  dry  brain  that  cannot  eafily  command  tears ; 

and 
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and  fome  j^a^aps  may  lay  tMte  ftrefs  on  tears  than  od 
the  frame  of  the  heart  that  produces  them»  not  miikHng 
that  God  looks  more  to  theSnward  fiyme  dian  to  die 
outward  cxpreflions.  But  the  truth  is»  if  thou  be  one 
that  canft  get  tears  fojr  other  things,  for  wordly  lofe 
and  eroflesy  and  yet  can  find  nonetor  (in,  it  is  a  (i^  diy 
beart  is  not  tight.  How  many,  A^as,  can  weep  abun* 
dantly  for  the  lofs  of  a  chiid|  yea,  for  a  horC:  or  coWf 
and  yet  hare  not  one  tear  for  the  lofs  of  their  foai,or  of 
Cbrift's  farour  or  prefence  i 

Direct.  X.  Flee  to  Jefa*  Chrift  by  Faitk,  and  em- 
brace him  as  he  is  offered  to  you  in  the  Gofpdi 
before  you  come  to  his  Table* 

NONE  hate  a  fight  to  Chr)ft*8  tabfe,  but  thofe  who 
come  firft  to  htm  in  the  wij  of  faith ;  far  it  is  a  feaft 
deGgncd  only  for  believers. 

What  hath  been  faid  above,  eoncenting  the  muhitiide 
and  heiiioufnefs  of  your  fins,  for  which  you  ought  to  be 
humbled  and  mourn,  may  ferte  to  ihew  your  great  need 
of  Chrift  to  dePiver  you  from  them.  Think  not  diat 
your  repentance,  confeflions,  or  tears  for  fin,  can  any 
Way  fatfafy  the  juftice  of  CJod  for  it,  or  merit  accept- 
.  ancc  or  pardon  for  you  :  This  were  to  put  thefc  dungs 
in  Qir  ift^s  room,  that  are  only  means  to  lead  yoo  to  him ; 
and  to  take  Up  with  a  righteoufnefs  of  your  own,  inftcad 
of  his»  that  allenatW  can  atone  the  juftice  of  God  for 
finners.  O  then,  fee  diat  ye  look  beyond  all^to  Chrift 
alone  for  atonement,  righteoufnefs,  pardon  and  Cihra- 
tton,  and  count  all  things  but  dung  and  lofs  in  rcfpeS 
of  him* 

Now,  (ince  the  gofpel  t)ffers  Chrift  to  all  that  bear  it,  * 
and  the  call  and  command  to  receire  and  embrace  Chrift 
as  a  Saviour  is  given  to  all  and  every  one,  even  to  the 
vileft  of  finners;  you  have  a  full  warrant  to  lay  hold  on 
him  for  pardon»  and  flee  to  htm  for  mercy :  And  yoo 
heinonfly  fin  againft  God  and  your  own  foul,  if  ycm  ne- 
gleft  to  do  it.  Howjball  nve  efcnpe  if  toe  mgUEifiS^ 
mfiJvatkrtj  and  (light  fo  great  a  Saviour. 
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I  (hall  therefore  make  ufe  of  f  jme  motives,  to  preCi 
poo^  periihing  finners  to  flee  from  (in  and  wrath  to  jefut 
XThrift  the  only  Savioar^  and  to  receite  and  reft  upon 
hiii>  for  life  and  faWation  ;  and  then  come  to  the  facrs^ 
mcnt»  to  get  their  right  and  title  to  Chrift»  and  all  hit 
purchafe*  fealed  and  confirmed* 

I.  Take  a  view  of  the  mifery  of  a  natural  and  Chrift« 
lefs  condition  :  and  O  that  God  would  open  your  eyes 
to  let  you  fee  it,  and  convince  you,  that,  while  thou  art 
in  this  ftate,  thou  art  a  rebel  to  thy  God,  a  prodigal  to 
thy  father,  a  flav>?  to  thy  lufts,  and  an  alien  to  the  com- 
mon-wealth of  Ifrael  I  If  thou  comeft  not  to  Chrift  with 
thy  burdens,  the  whole  burden  of  unpardoned  fin  lies 
iipon  thy  own  back ;  and  this  is  a  burden  that  will  fink 
thee  lower  than  the  grave ;  nay,  it  will  prefs  thee  to  the 
loweft  hell,  and  keep  thee  eternally  finking  there     Con- 
fider  aIfo»  how  vile  and  lothfome  thou  and  all  thy  ac- 
tions, whether  natural,  civil,  or  religious,  are  in  the 
fight  of  a  hdy  God  :    While  thou  art  of  Chrift,  ihy 
{<Mil  is  naked,  and  fwarms  with  the  vermin  of  filthy 
lufts  \  and  thou  haft  neither  a  garment  to  eover  thee, 
nor  a  fountain  to  wafii  thee  :  The  leprofy  of  fin  fpreads 
over  all,  fo  that,  from  the  cr^nvn  cf  the  had  to  thefde  cf 
the  font ^  tbtrf  is  noihif^  hut  bnut/h  and  J^Htri/ying  fores  ;  ' 
•fo  that  there  is  no  mire  fo  uncleanj  no  vomit  fo  loth- 
foflie,  no  carrion  fo  ofFenfive,  no  peftilence  fo  naufeons^ 
as  thou  art,  in  thy  Chrift]ef$  ftate,  in  the  eyes  of  ^  holy 
Gfod  who  camiot  look  upon  iniquity  but  with  abhor- 
rence.    Again,  con(jder,  thou  art  a  flave  to  Satan  the 
worft  of  tyrants ;  he  rules  and  works  iu  your  hearts,  as 
a  workman  doth  in  his  (hop,  Eph.  ii.  a*   Heutes  your. 
powers,  faculties,  fenfes  and  members,  according  to  his 
iple^ture :  He  fays.  Go,  42nJ you  go  :   D^  this  and  you  do 
'tt*    Tour  bondaf;e  is  worfe  than  the  Ifraelites  under 
X'haraoh ;  for  they  groaned  under  theirs,  but,  alas  !  you 
are  (cnGble  of  yours,  neither  will  you  believe  it.     The 
devil  knows,  that  if  you  perceived  your  flavery,  you 
woiild  feek  to  make  your  efcape  from  him  \  therefore, 
CD  make  Cure  work^  he  deals  with  you  as  the  Philiftlnes 
m^  with  SAmpfon  j.puts  out  your  cy^s^  that  yoU  may  ndc 
t     ..  .  .•    ■  fee 
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ice  your  chaix^B*  nor  look  co  Chrift  for  liberty :  O  that 
God  would  open  them^  and  caufc  you  groan  uoda 
your  fcttcrs>  and  look  to  Chrift  for  relief ! 

A  orcover,  while  thou  art  in  thy  Chriftlcfs  ftatc,  God's 
wrath  is  ftill  burning  ag:ain(t  thee,  thrflamingfivordof 
juftice  is  always  over  tHy  neck,  PfaL  vii.  xi .  •*  G.-d  ii 
angry  with  the  wicked  every  day,"  evfry  day  of  the 
week,  and  every  hour  of  the  day  :  When  thou  goeft 
out  and  corned  in,  rifeft  up  or  Heft  down,  God  is  ftiO 
angry  with  thee ;  yea,  he  hath  hent  hts  hw,  and  made  rta* 
iy  his  arrovfs,  which  are  ileeled  with  wrath,  and  headed 
with  vengeance :  Nay,  his  bow  is  drawn,  and  his  ar* 
rows  are  at  the  flight ;  and,  O  Cbriftlefs  foul,  thou  an 
the  very  butt  thereof  5  and  if  he  let  them  By,  they  will 
pierce  thee  to  the  very  foul,  and  who  will  heal  tbst 
wound  ?  What  a  dangerous  date  is  this  ? 

And,  further,  all  the  curfes  of  the  law  are  levelled  a* 
gainft  thee,  and  a  iufl  God  is  engaged  by  his  oath  to 
ruin  thee,  if  thou  abided  in  this  date,  Heb,  iiu  1 8.  **  To 
whom  fware  he^  that  they  ihould  not  enter  into  hii 
red,  but  to  them  that  believed  not  ?"   Should  not  the 
thoughts  of  this  make  thee  tremble  i  Were  it  but  the 
oath  of  a. man,  or  company  of  men,  to  procure  thy  death, 
as  of  thofe  forty  men  that  bound  themfelves  with  an 
oath,  they  would  neither  eat  nor  drink  till  Aej  hid 
killed    Paul,    it  would  bereave  thee  of  thy  nig^t^ 
red  and  quiet  till  they  were  made  friends  with  thee : 
And,  will  the  oath  of  the  great  God  have  no  eBe&  up- 
on thee»  nor  move  thee  to  flee  to  Chrtd  for  protefiioa 
and  reconciliatipn  ?   Who  can  help  thee  or  deal  for  - 
thee,  if  Chrid  be  negleded  ?    With  what  face  can* 
thou  look  to  him,  or  cry  for  mercy  from  him,  when  be 
comes  to  judge  thee  at  the  'lad  day  ?    If  thou  rmain 
Chridlefs  now,  thou  wilt  be  fpeechlefsi  helplefe  and 
hopelefs  then.     O  think,  what  pale  faces,  quivennf; 
lips,  fainting  hearts,  and  trembling  confciences,  will  be 
among  Chridlefs  Gnners  then  \   How  will  their  heads 
hang  down  and  knees  knock  together,  and  cry>  AiaSf 
for  the  day  !  They  cian  look  no  where  for  comfort ;  for 
the  Judge  frowns  on  them,  the  faints  deride  them,  their 
•wn  friends  upbtatd  them;  the  angels  mook  them,  the 

dcra 
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devil  feoffs  at  them,  the  hcnvcn«  thunder  againft  themi 
the  earth  flames  aboiitthem,  and  h*-!!  groans  for  thcm» 
and  down  they  will  gp  roaring  and  howling  for  evcs.  : 
O  Chrifticfs  soul,  how  onft  thou  think  to  ly  in  that 
dark  dungeon  for  ever,  where  th^re  is  nothing  but 
"wrccping  and  gnaihing  of  teeth  to  be  heard,  and  utter 
darknefs  to  be  fecn,  but  never  a  blink  of  the  light  of 
God's  favour  to  all  eternity  ?  How  wilt  thou  live  in  that 
pU  wheire  there  is  no  water  ?  Not  a  drop  of  comfort  or 
Tcfrefhment  to  the  thirfty  fcorched  prifonefs ;  no,  not 
fo  much  as  one  drop  to  cool  their  tongue  ;  the  torment* 
there  are  both  cndlefs  and  cafelefs.  O  poor  Chriftlefs 
foul,  thou  art,  ab  it  were,  apprehended  by  Juiticc  for 
thy  debt,  and  brouj^ht  the  length  of  this  prifon  door, 
and  there  are  hundreds  of  difeafes  and  devils  waiting 
for  a  warrant  to  open  the  door  to  let  you  in ;  and,  wilt 
thou  not  employ  a  furety  nor  feek  for  a  ranfo-n,  when 
Jufttce  is  waiting  a  while  to  fee  if  thou  wilt  do  it,  and 
Chrift  is  eamcftly  offering  himfelf  to  be  thy  cauttoneri* 
and  his  blood  to  ranfom  thee  from  this  pit  ?  And  to  be 
fere  no  other  thing  will  do  it.     See  Zech.  ix.  1 1. 

II.    As  it  is  God's  command  that  you  (hould  receive 

and  believe  on  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  ;  fo  he  declares  that 

it  is  a  work  above  all  others  moft  pleafing  to  him,  John 

vt.  19.     It  is  emphatically  called  his  commandment^  i 

John  iii.  23.  being  a  command  he  values  more  than  z\h 

other  commands  in  the  Bible :  And  fo,  upon  the.  other 

hand,  there  is  no  fm  fo  provoking  to  God,  as  unbelief 

and  rejeflion  of  Chrift  ^  yea,  he  is  more  offended  with 

it,  than  with  the  breaking  of  all  his  other  commands. 

See  Heb.  x.  28#  29.     Put  all  your  fms  in  onefcale,  and 

unbelief  in  another,  and  you  will  find  that  unbelief 

weighs  down  aU  the  reft ;  for  it  is  a  flighting  of  the ' 

whole  work  of  redemption,  which  is  the  maftcr- piece  of 

all  God's  works,  being  that  which  his  heart  is  mod  fet 

upon,  and  he  hath  been  at  mod  .pains  about,  i  John  iv. 

9'    O  be  perfuaded  then  to  do  the  -work  th^t  is  moft 

acceptable  to  God,  and  obey  his  griat  command  of  h" 

iitvtng  upon  the  name  of  his  Son,      The  whole  creation 

obeys  his  commands  *,  he  commands  the  fiin  to  run  its 

daily  courfej  and  il  obeys  him ;  he  commands  the  (ea 

.  Vol*  I.  3  L  to 
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to  ebb  and  flow  twice  a  day,  and  it  obeys  to  a  nunott  i 
he  commands  the  angck  and  all  th4  hoft  of  heaTO^ 
and  they  pun£ltially  obey  him :  And  will  you  only  be 
difobedient  to  htm,  and  that  to  his  belpT»J  comound, 
when  yet  he  hath  done  more  for  you  than  for  the  wbok 
'Nation  i 

HI.  Confider  what  an  vnfpeakable  mercy  and  luppi* 
nefs  it  it  to  you>  to  enjoy  the  free  ofiersof  Jefus  Cimft» 
and  to  have  God  commanding  you  to  recdvc  him* 
How  would  the  fallen  angels  value  fuch  a  mercy,  if 
thty  had  it !  They  m'onid  not  be  loth  Jo  leave  their  doa- 
geon  and  accept  of  a  Saviour,  as  you  are  :   But  tbdr 
iiate  b  eternally  hopelefs  and  defperatCj  there  is  no  r^ 
medy  for  their  mifery.    O  do  not  put  yourfelves  in  die 
fame  cafe  with  them,  by  flighting  the  offered  remedy. 
How  would  tlamned  fouls  prize  fuch  an  offer!  Tha 
lead  news  and  remoteft  hopes  of  it, -would  make  then 
leap  in  their  chains,  and  flng  in  the  flames*     O  hov 
glad  would  they  be  to  lift  up  their  flaming  hands  togiip 
to  the  cords  of  love  ,and  mercy,  if  they  could  be  to 
down  to  titem  in  that  dark  dungeon  1  Why  then  (hoaU 
ye  wilfully  put  yourfelves  into  ttie  fame  hopelefs  condi- 
tion with  tfaeip,  by  your  unbelief  ?  Nay,  youi  negied- 
ing  fo  many  ofiers  will  (mk  you  far  deepen  in  that  ibld- 
ing  lake  of  fire  and  brimftone,  and  increafe  your  flaaies 
to  more  vehemency  thnn  thofe  of  others  who  have  not 
been  fo  privileged.    O  how  will  devils,  Turks,  Jcvi, 
and  Pagans,  upbraid  you  there,  for  your  inexcufaUe 
folly  in  flighting  your  mercy,  and  deftroying  your  fook .' 
Be  wife  then  \fi  time,  prize  your  privily,  and  amfider 
the  things  thai  belong  to  jaur  peace,  befire  tbej  be  hid  frm 
your  eyes. 

IV.  ConGder  what  an  excellent  and  fuitaUe  belp 
Chrift  is  for  fallen  finncrs  ;  he  is  well  furnifl^d  and 
qualified  for  your  cafe ;  he  hath  gold  for  your  poverty, 
eyefalve  for  your  blindnefs,  bJm  for  yourwouads, 
phyfic  for  your  difeafes,  bread  for  your  hunger,  white 
raiment  for  your  nakedtiefs,  a  fountain  (or  your  pollu- 
tion, and  a  ranfom  for  your  debt  and  bondage.  In  a 
word,  he  hath  a  broad  plaifter  for  your  broad  fore,  a 
deep  fountain  for  your  deep  guilt  $  Ke  is  the  chief  of 

gavionn 
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SoviotiM'  for  the  ckief  of  fiimera.    Behold  lld#  one  deep 

calk  to  another,  the  depth  of  thy  mifery  to  the  depth: 

of  Kis  merey.     Are  your  fins  and  mifenes  very  exten* 

five,  then  view  the  large  dimenfions  of  bis  mercy :  Who 

can  fathom  the  height«  the  depthy  the  breadth,  or  the' 

length  of  it  ?    As  for  its  height,  it  is  high  ai  hefti^iH|^ 

and  furniounts  the  higheft  mountains  of  guilt;  it  is  fo^ 

deep,  that  it  can  bury  the  greateft  of  your  fins ;  it  is  as 

broad  as  the  eaft  is  diftaot  from  the  weft ;  isind,  for  its 

length,  it  is  from  everiafting  to  everlafling :    So  that  ic 

fully  anfiivws  all  your  wants  and  mtferies.     In  Chrift 

there  is  all  you  need  or  can  defire ;  there  is  both  food 

and  phyfici  clothing,  ftrength  and  cordials.    O  finner^ 

here  is  blood  to  juftify  thee,  and  water  to  clesinfe  thee  ; 

here  is  the  water  of  life,  O  belterer,  that  will  reftore  thy 

foul  again,  renew  thy  youth  as  the  eagles,  cure  all  thy 

difeafes,  and  heal  all  thy  pains.     In  a  word,  you  have 

ia  Chrift  all  that  can  make  you  good,  all  that  Can  make 

you  great,  and  aU  that  can  make  you  happy. 

V.  Confidcr  bow  near  you  are  to  Qirift  and  mercy* 
The  remedy  is  prepared,  and  falration  is  brought  to 
pur  very  door:  So  that  you  need  not  fay»  H^^  ^Ui 
afirend  to  heaven^  and  king  mi  diton  ihi  water  0/  Uft? 
ror  it  is  brought  to  earth  to  thy  hand  :    You  need  not 
fay,  Wh9wll  rcHnu  away  thefltmfrvm  ih$  wellmouth  ? 
For  Chrift  hath  done  it  for  thee;  and  as  it  is  now  a 
fountain  opened  and  running  by  vpur  door,  O  why  will 
ye  be  fo  mad,  as  perifh  for  thirft  befide  this  fountain  t 
Or  ftarre  for  hunger  befide  a  full  feaft  >  Or  die  of  your 
wounds  befide  a  phyfician  ?    And  all  for  want  of  heart 
to  accept  die  offer  ?    O,  it  would  be  fad  to  be  fo  near 
Chrift,  and  yet  eternally  mifs  him ;  to  perifh  like  the 
thief  on  the  crofs  with  a  Saviour  at  your  fide ;   to  be 
within  a  ftep  o(  him,  and  yet  never  touch  him  ;  yea,  to 
fink  into  hell  betwixt  the  outftretched  arms  of  his  mer- 
cy, and  with  the  fweet  calls  founding  in  your  ears* 
What  a  heart- ftinging  cpnfideration  will  this  be  to  you 
in  that  place  of  torment  fer  ever  ?  O  then,  ftir  up  yoiKT** 
felves  to  take  hold  of  Chrift,  when  he  is  fo  near  and  in 
your  offer :   Strive  earneftly,  while  there  is  ah  atk  pre- 
pared)  and  a  window  opened  in  the  fide  of  it|  and  the 
3  L  a  hand 


hand  of  mercy  put  forth  to  poll  in  flidterlefii  doves  diat 
can  find  no  teft  elfewhert :  1  fay,  ftriire  to  come  near 
hy  the  vings  of  faith,  make  your  neft  (at  Icaft)  befide 
the  hole's  mouth:  Be  not  found  hoipering  vitboa^ 
left  the  flood  wa(h  you  from  the  fides  of  the  ark»  and 
ye  perifli  mifer ably.  If  you  be  fo  foolifi^,  you  wili  vifli 
eternally  that  you  bad.  never  heard  of  Chriftt  or  tbt 
you.  had  been  born  among  the  wild  Indians  or  Mab&> 
metansy  that  never  heard  a  fermon, or witneflcd  aooo- 
munion. 

VI.  Cotifider  how  importunate  Chrift  is  in  his  <^en» 
and  how  much  he  preftth  you  to  receive  him.  **  Wit 
dom  crieth  in  the  tlreets*"  rrov>i.^2o.  Chrift  makes  loud 
and  open  proclamation  of  himfelf,  and  oft  repeats  bis 
callpr  Ifa-  Tu  i.  **  Hb»  every  one  that  thirftcth,  cone 
ye  to  the:  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  je^ 
buy  and  eat^  yea  come/'  &c.  Behold,  how  eameft  he 
is  with  finncrsf  that  he  bids  them  come  to  him  thiec 
times  in  one  verfe.  Came,  ume,  come.  What  alluriif 
methods  hath  he  taken  to  gain  your  heatts  \  How  ten- 
derly and  affedionately  dpth  he  call  and  court  hnk* 
ward  fouls  !  Ifa.  li.  4.  *<  Hearken  unto  me,  ray  peo- 
dle,  give  ear  unto  me,  O  my  nation .'^  What  raeltiog 
expreflions  arc  thcfe  ?  My  people  I  My  nation  S 

But,  if  calls  do  hot  prevail,  he  comes  himfelf  to  feek 
and  fave  that  which  was  loft.  He  came  perfcmally;  ia 
the  days  of  his  flefh,  and  now  he  comes  by  hisSpihda 
his -word  and  ordinances.  The  three  wife  men  came 
from  the  eaft  a  long  journey  to  feek  Chrifti  but  now 
Chrift  hath  come  from  heaven  to  earth,  a  long  joiir* 
ney ;  yeaj  come  to  every  one  of  your  congregatioos 
to  feek  you  :  And,  are  you  not  willing  to  be  found  of 
him? 

Nay,  he  is  icrontent  to  follow  you  when  you  run  avaj 
from  him,  and  purfue  you  with  his  gracious  offers.  Aj 
the  rock  followed  the  ifraelites  in  the  wildemefs  with 
its  running  ftreams  of  water,  fo  Chrift,  our  fpiritual 
rock,  follows  you  now  with  the  ftreams  of  his  rocny 
and  blood,  to  wafh  and.f;||re  you...  O  finner,  if  you  wiU 
not  hear  the  words  of  his  mouth,  hearken  to  the  call  of 
his  woundS)  which  are  opened  as  fo  ipany  mouths  to 

plead 
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pjead  with  you.    He  hath  fuflFered  his  bieiTed  fide  to  be  9 

opened,  that  ye  might  look  into  his  bleeding  heart»  and        4  ' 
fee  it  panting  with  love,  and  alfo  hear  the  founding  of    ^ 
his  bowels  towards  you.    Will  not  this  prevail  ?  uiext         %[ 
bedold  him  by  faith  with  a  heavy 'crofs  on  his  back,  ^ 

weighed  down  with  your  (ins,  and  the  curfes  of  a  bro- 
ken law,  foliowins  you,  and  calling  after  joti«  Hear 
him  knocking  with  his  nailed  hands,  at  the  door  of  your 
hearts,  faying.  Open  to  me,  poor  perifliing  iinner ;  give  . ,  . 
me  harbour  in  thy  heart,  behold  what  I  have  fuffcred 
from  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  for  thee  ;  look  what  jus- , 
lice  hath  done  \  look  what  the  devils,  the  Romans,  the 
Jews,  and  my  own  -  difciples,  have  done.  View  nij 
head,  my  fide,  my  hands  and  my  feet,  my  wounded  bo« 
dy,  and  my  bruifccf  fouL  Oh,  canft  thou  find  in  thj 
heart  to  keep  Chrift  at  the  door,  when  thus  wounded, 
bleeding,  mangled  for  thee  ?  Wilt  thou  let  him  ttay  ali 
day  long^  whea  he  hath  put  on  his  dyed  garments,  and 
red  apparel,  to  court  thy  backward  heart,  and  when  he 
is  faying,  O  finner,  if  thou  wilt  not  believe,  r^cub  hltbar 
thy  hana^  and  feel  the  print  of  the  fwils  ;  yea^  tbruji  H  iat9 
my  pureed  J! Je^  and  feel  my  warm  b/eeding  heart,  and  Jit  if 
J  love  vou  not  P  Wilt  thou  deny  him  accels,  who  ha« 
done  (o  much  for  thee  ? 

Will  not  this  prevail  ?  Then  behold  him  difplaylng 
his  glorious  beauty  and  excellency  before  thine '  eyes  ia 
a*preached  gofpel,  to  win  thy  heart.  Will  not  minis- 
ters commendation  of  him  move  thee  ?  Then  hear  how  ' 
he  commends  himfelf ;  <<  I  am  the  rofe  of  Sharon,  and 
the  lily  of  the  valleys  j  I  am  the  true  vine ;  I  am  the 
good  Shepherd,"  &c»  And,  will  you  not  believe  his 
own  report,  who  cannot  lye  ?  Surety  he  is  in  good  ear* 
neft  with  you  when  he  takes  this  courfe. 

Will  not  this  do  ?  Then  hearken  how  mournfully  he 
complains  when  he  wants  fuccefs,  and  paflionately  re- 
grets your  folly  in  reje£king  him.  He  lighs  when  Ijc 
mentions  it,  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  1 3.  '^  O  that  my  people  had 
hearkened  unto  me  I"  He  biiterly  laments  it,  Matth. 
xxiii,  37.  "  O  Jtrufalem,  Jerufalem,  how  often  would 
I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  and  ye  would 
Jiot !''    He  doubles  the  name,  to  (hew  bis  tender  alFec- 

lion; 
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tion  ;  as  David  when  he  regrets  his  fen  Abfaloni,  «  O 
my  Ton  Ahfalom,  my  Ton,  my  fon  !  8:c.  How  often 
would  I  have  gathered  yon  under  my  wings  ^  How 
many  an  alTrAionate  fermon^  callj  and  invitation  Kate 
I  given  you,  but  all  to  no  purpofe  ?  Shall  I  go  thnmgh 
a  fea  of  wrath  and  blood  to  fave  you,  and  will  ye  not 
accept  of  me  when  T  have  done  it  ?  Shall  I  Oioi  ray 
blood  in  vun  ?  Shall  I  beat  the  wrath  of  God,  the 
fcotn*  of  men,  the  terror  of  death,  and  cuife  of  the  law, 
to  no  cffea  ?  Will  ye  ftill  prefer  your  fins  befefe  ne^ 
and  hear  fatan's  knocks  fooner  than  mine. 

Hear  that  compaffionate  complaint,  J<An  v.  40.  **  Tc 
will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  Kfe  *  As  if 
he  had  fnid,  "  Why  run  ye  fo  fail  from  your  Saviour? 
Why  come  ye  not  to  me,  who  am  come  from  heiten 
to  feck  and  fave  you  ?  It  is  not  an  enemy,  but  a  frioid, 
ve  run  from :  The  wdrfe  turn  I  would  do  you  is  td 
lave  your  lives :  Te  will  go,*  without  much  preffing,  to 
the  devil,  to  get  death  and  eternal  damnation ;  but  ye 
will  not  come  to  me  to  get  life  and  eternal  fklvatioiu 
O  what  an  inexpreffxble  madnefs  are  ye  guilty  of !" 

Behqldhowhe  wept  for  fclfdcftroying  Jerufakm, 
TCjeaing  his  offers,  Luke  xix.  41.  When  he  fat  dowa 
to  conGder  their  cafe,  his  bowels  yearned  with  pity,  hit 
tongue  broke  forth  in  lamentation,  and  his  eyes  guihed 
out  with  tears ;  fo  that  his  weeping  even  interrupted  his 
voice,  and  made  him  utter  (hort  and  abrupt  expreffions, 
•*  If  thou  hadft  known,  even  thou,  at  leaft  in  this  day," 
&c.  Where  he  fcems  to  paufe  at  every  other  word, 
and  drop  firft  a  word,  and  then  a  tear.  What  a  roo^ 
ing  (ight  was,  to  fee  the  Son  of  God  in  fuch  a  pang  of 
grief,  and  flood  of  tears,  for  loft  finners  ?  Had  he  hctd 
enquired  at,  as  he  did  Mary,  John  xx.  15.  "  BleftLont, 
what  feckcft  thou  ?  Why  wecpcft  thou  ?»*  His  anfwcr 
readily  would  have  been,  I  fcek  not  myfelf,  1  weep  not 
for  myfelf;  for  I  fliali  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord,  though  finners  be  not  gathered  :  But  I  weep  to  fee 
finners  fo  mad  as  to  rejeft  their  Saviour  and  falratioa 
rather  than  part  with  their  I u (Is,  that  have  damnatioB 
following  them  at  the  heels ;  it  is  my  grief  to  fee  them 
content  rather  to  caft  thcmfclycs  headlong  bto  the  do- 
rift 
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.vil^s  arms,  than  throw  themfehesioto  mj  arms  of  mer- 
cy, or  embrace  me  in  the  arms  of  their  faith.  O  !  did 
Chrift  weep  for  you,  poor  finners; ;  and»  will  ye  not 
'w^ep  for  yo«r{elve<  ?  Did  his  heart  melt  with  pity  for 

Jou  ;  and  will  not  your's  melt  with  defiret  towards 
icn  ^ 
Can  he  do  oiore  to  win  your  hearts  than  this  ?  Yea, 
if  this  do  not,  he  is  pleafed  to  expotlulate  the  matter 
yinth  you,  and  lay  your  danger  before  you ;  **  Turn  ye» 
turn  ye  ((aich  he)  for  4vhy  will  ye  die  ?**  Tea^  he  eon- 
deibends  to^  reafon  the  matter  with  you  in  a  familiar 
way  ;  **  Come  (fays  he)  let  us  reafon  together,''  Ifai.  i. 
^*  O  my  people  what  hare  I  done  unto  thee  ?''  Mic.  vi. 
3 .  •*  What  iniquity  have  ye  found  in  me  ?"  What  want 
of  unfultablenefs  have  ye  feen  in  me  ?  Have  I  been  a 
bamn  wiidernefs  to  you  ?  Are  not  tny  nvays  equal  ?  Thus 
he  feeks  to  draw  you  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  and  with 
the  bonds  of  iovc,  Hof.  xi.  4.  And  if  there  arife  ob* 
je&ions  in  your  heart  againft  coming  to  Chrift,  and  re^ 
ceiving  him  for  your  Saviour,  fee  how  carefully  he  lays 
out  himfelf  in  his  word  to  anfwer  them  all ;  for  he  well 
forefaw  every  one  of  them  :  Produce  your  caufe  (faidi 
the  Lord)  bring  forth  your  ftrong  reafons,  I  am  ready 
to  hear  and  anfwer  all  your  fcruples« 

O  I  faith  fome  poor  humbled  foul,  I  have  no  righi  io 
come  to  Chrift^  for  I  am  a  great  fnner,  O  !  faith  Chrift^ 
'^  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous  but  (inners  to  repen- 
tance." 

ObjeH,  "  But  I  am  the  chief  of  (inners,  my  fins  arc 
Ted  as  crimfon."  O  i  faith  Chrift,  <*  I  can  make  them 
white  as  wool  "  Nay,  it  was  my  errand  into  the  worlds 
to  fave  fuch  as  thou  art,  1  Tim.  i.  15. 

ObjeB.  *^  But  I  am  fick  and  wounded :  what  hath 
Chrift  to  do  with  me  ?"  O  !  faith  Chrift,  it  is  my  pro- 
per employment  to  be  taken  up  with  you ;  for.  the 
^  whole  need  not  a  phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick,^ 
Mat.  xi.  Am  not  I  the  good  Samaritan,  who  am  come 
^  pour  oil  into  thy  (ores,  ^'  and  tenderly  bind  up  thy 
wounds  ?"  Pfal.  cxlvii.  3. 

OhjeB.  "  But  I  have  no  ground  to  hope,  for  I  am  a 

loft  wretch/!    O!  faitbChri^>  I  came  for  this  very 

.    .  errand^ 
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errand,  '^  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which  b  loft,*  Laloe 
xix.  10.  and  many  a  loft  fhecp  have  I  fought  and  found. 

ObjeEf,  "  But  I  am  paft  cure,  for  I  am  quite  dead 
and  rotten  in  the  grave  of  fin."  O  !  fcidi  Chrift,  *•  I 
am  the  Refurredion  and  the  Life  ;  he  that  believes  in 
me^  though  he  were  dead,  yet  (hall  he  live.*'  John  n. 
25  And  aj^ain  he  faith,  Eph.  v.  14.  <<  Awake  tboa 
that  fleepeft,  and  arifefrom  the  dead,  and  Chrift  fliaD 
^ive  thee  light." 

OhjeEl.  <<  But  I  am  a  flave  to  (in  and  fatan,  and  a 
prifoner  to  juftice.'*  O  ?  faith  Chrift,  I  came  to  "  pro- 
claim liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  pn- 
fon  to  them  that  are  bound,''  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  Yea,  "  I 
have  the  key  of  David,  that  opens  and  none  can  fliut/ 
I  have  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  that  brings  prifonen 
out  of  the  pit.  Turn  ye  to  the  ftrong  hold,  ye  prifoih 
crs  of  hope,  Zcch.  ix.  11.  12. 

X)hjeEl.  *'  But  I  have  heavy  burdens  that  weigh  mc 
down^**  O  !  faith  Chrift,  come  unto  me,  ail  ye  that 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  gl^  you  reft. 

OhjeB.  **  But  my  hand  is  withered,  I  cannot  receive 
Chrift  or  any  thing  from  him  **  Then  do  as  the  maa 
who  had  the  withered  hand,  make  a  mint  upon  Chrift'i 
call*  and  he  will  enable  thee  to  ftretch  out  thy  hand. 

OhjeEl.  **  But  I  am  Jame,  and  cannot  vp^lk  in  Chrift'i 
ways.**  O !  faith  Chrift,  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within 
you,  and  caufe  you  to  wa)k  in  my  ftatutes,  Ezek.  zxxrL 
6*  **  Then  (hall  the  lame  man  leap  as  an  hart,"  I£u 
XXXV.  (5. 

€ihjtEi.  "  But  what  if  Chrift  withdraw  his  Spirit  and 
grace  from  me  again  ?"  No,  faith  Chrift,  I  will  ncrcr 
leave  thee,  nor  forfike  thee,  Hcb.  xiii. 

OhjeB,  **  But  may  not  I,  iiotwithftanding,  leave  him, 
and  make  apoftacy  r"  No,  faith  Chrift,  the  cot cnant 
runs  otherwife,  Jer.  iii.  19.  "  Thou  (halt  call  me,  my 
father,  and  (halt  not  turn  away  from  mc."  Chrift  is 
the  furcty  for  thy  pcrfcverance. 

Ohje6t.  ^  But  I  will  be  ovcrconie  by  ftrong  tcmpfr 
tions.*'  No,  faith  Chrift,  my  grace  fliall  be  fufiScient 
for  thee. 

OhjeB*  "  But  (faith  fome  poor  icnfiblc  finner)  ahsl 
my  cafe  is  not  yet  touched^  fOr  it  is  lingular :  My  Cos 
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lieinous  and  peevKar,  tfaey  are  againft  lsg%tt  Iore» 
C0n£dence»  towts,  and  a  thoufand  obligations :  There  it 
aone  that  knows  what  a  (inner  Lhare  been^  but  Go4 
and  my  owb  confcience :  Will  Chrift  ever  accept  of 
&icli  a  wretch  as  me  ? 

jinf.  Art  thou  worfe  than  a  derilifli  Maiiaflehy  ojr  a 
periecuHng  Paul,  whom  Chrift  pitied  and  farjed  ?   Art 
thoit  worfe  than  Marf  Magdakaey  who  was  a  moft  no* 
torious  vile  wretch  ?  Yet  feven  devilsy  and  an  army  o£ 
ltift%  conld  not  keep  Chrift  out  of  her  heart.     Nayt 
though  thy  heart  were  as  fiool  and  black  as  bell»  and  thy 
Kfo  did  fwarm  with  the  moft  abominable  fios^  yet» 
Chrift  is  both  able  ^nd  wiUing  to  fare  thee>  if  thou  come 
to  him.    Are  you  worfe  than  thofe  in  that  black  cata-» 
logue  ?  I  Cor.  tI.  9.  lo.    Read  and  fee  what  a  black 
roll  is  diere;  and  yet  the  apoftle  faith  to  the  belieying 
CorinthianSf  rer.  ii.  *^  Such  were  fome  of  704,  yefi  ye 
are  wafhed,**  &c.    The  blood  of  Chrift  i|  a  powerful 
fouDtaini  aiid  is  able  to  wa(h  away  the  greateft  fins  that 
ever  were  committed,  be  they  erer  fo  black  or  bloody : 
God  gave  full  proof  of  this,  bv  the  firft  fin  we  read  pf 
that  was  deanfed  by  this  bbod  after  it  was  (bed,  even 
die  munkr  of  the  Son  of  God,  AAs  ii.  36.  38.    This 
was  the  moft  prodigious  wickednefs  that  ever  the  fua 
iaw }  (yea«  the  fun  hunted  at  the  fight,  as  afraid  to  look 
on  it)  for  fttppofe  a  man  were  able  to  pull  heaven  j|od 
earth  to  pieces,  deftxoy  the  angels,  and  murder  all  man- 
kind, he  would  not  contract  fo  monftrous  a  guilt  as 
thofe  did  in  crucifying  the  Son  of  God,  whofe  perfon 
was  infnitely  fuperior  to  the  whole  creation ;  Yet  thou* 
fandSi'that  were  aAors  in  this  black  tragedy,  were  wafti- 
ed  by  this  bloody  to  give  us  a  convisicing  experiment  of 
its  infinite  value  and  virtue,  and  that  no  fin  or  guilt 
wtetfoever  was  too  ftrong  for  it:  <'  The  blood  of  Chrift 
(fiadi  John,  1  John  i.  7O  cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin/' 

OljiB.  ^*  But  though  Chrifi:^8  blood  befufficient,  yet 
I  have  no  right  to  it.** 

j^  Be  what  yon  wiH,  you  have  a  full  and  fufficient 
warrant  from  the  gofpelcail  to  flee  to  it«     See  what 

hrift.injoins  his  apoftles  to  do,  Mark  xvi.  15.  ^*  Go 

Vol.  I.  3  M  into 
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into  iJl  the  world,  ^nd  preach  the  gofpd  to  every  < 
ture^**  g.  d,  *<  Make  offer  of  mj blood, to  all  widmit 
diftindion,  even  to  the  worft  of  unners,  cveiy  cicaM6» 
be  they  never  fo  wicked,  yea,  though  they  have  finsei 
themfeives  unto  the  likcnefs  of  beafts  and  devih;  ytf^ 
if  they  be  creatures  of  Adam's  race,  offer  my  blocd,  iDf 
mercy,  and  my  merits  to  them  :  Invite  and  prefs  them 
to  come  unto  me,  and  him  thai  eometh  I  nuiain  no  w^ 
cafi  out*  O  (inner  !  accept  of  the  gofpel-offcr;  an4 
whatever  you  have  been,  you  (hall  find  there  is  nercf 
enough  in  God*s  bowels  to  pity  yoii,  merit  enough  in 
Chrift's  blood  to  purchafe  a  pardon  for  you,  and  ptera- 
Icncy  enough  in  his  interceuon,  to  procmre  and  applj 
it  to  you. 

OhjoB.  **  B»t  I  have  often  flighted  the  gofpdofa, 
9ind  trampled  on  this  precious  blood  :  With  what  am^ 
fidence  can  I  lav  claim  to  it  ?"' 

jdnf.  Since  Chrifl  doth  not  exclude  you,  yoa  ought  uat 
to  exclude  yourfelf  ^  but  (hould  reckon  that  you  havedis 
gfcatev  need- CO  haften  to  this  blood,  the  moie  heiueas 
that  your  (ins  be  ?  Tea,  you  have  a  peculiar  ground  to 
fdead  upon  far  pardon  on  that  account.  -  See  bow  Datid 
pleads  k,  Plal.  xxv.  i  r.  Pardon  mim  iniquitf^  why  ifi^ 
9t  is  greats     This  would  be  a  ftrange  argument  witii 
men,  pardon  my  crime^  for  it  is  great ;  but  it  is  a  ftiong  ar- 
gument with  God.     Lord^  it  is  greats  and  fo  I  hare  tbe 
oiore  need  of  pardon :  b  is  greats  and  fp  thou  wilt  haie 
tfie  greater  honour  in  pardoning  me,  even  at  a  pbyii- 
cian  hath  in  curing  a  defperatc  di(eafe.    The  fimuag 
againft  Chrift's  blood,  or  flighting  \ty  is  indeed  a  reiy 
heinous  (In  ;  but  the  more  it  i^  fo,  you  have  the  more 
need  to  haften  to  this  blood,  as  the  only  Countain  that 
can  wa(h  away  the  guilt  of  trampling  it,  and  this,  ia- 
deqd,  can  do  it  effi^Aually  :    Nay,  though  you  bad  ac- 
tuailv  (bed  this  blood,  as  the  Jews  did,  yet,  if  yoa  be 
.humUod  for  it,  you  are  welcoi^e  to  come  to  it  for  mer- 
cy.   Obferve  that  commifTion  which  Chrift  gave  to  bis 
apoftles,  Luke  xxiv.  46.  47.  where  he  orders  them  io 
preach  repentance  and  roeniffion  in  his  name  to  all  natwifi 
and  tegiti  (faith  he)  at  Jerufalem^     O,  might  thcf  &f) 
vhy  at  Jerttfalem  ?  To  be  furc  it  is  not  our  part  to  be- 
gin 
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n  there,  w^ere  they  mocked,  and  pierced,  and  cmcU 
.cd  thee  the  Lord  ot  glory  Nay,  fays  he,  begin  there^ 
for  thcic  onfeTabie  wretches  have  mod  need  of  my  Mood 
to  ^wa4h  thfm.  If  any  thing  could  slienate  Chrift*s 
lieart  from  {nsers,  the  confideratton  of  their  ctacify« 
ing  of  hinn»  and  uGng  him  fo  defpttefuJly^  mijj^ht  havie 
done  it :  Tet,  fays  Jie,  go  ma^e  offer  of  my  blood  and 
naercy  to  tbefe  my  murderers  9  accordingly,  it  tras  done 
by  Peter,  Ads  ii.  and  many  of  them  got  this  blood  ap- 
plied to  ihem. 

ObjeB*  '*  But  as  my  fins  are  gnerous  in  their  naturej 
fi>  thiey  afc  vaft  in  their  number  :  They  are  even  like 
the  fatid  by  the  fea-fliore,  both  weighty  and  without 
fiunnber.'* 

jinf.  Rrmember  the  merits  of  Chiift's  blood  is  infi- 
nite^  but  the  number  of  thy  fins  is  not  £> ;  nay,  though 
tfaey  were  ten  thoufand  times  more  than  they  are,  they 
cotild  not  ftop  the  current  of  this  ever flowmg  and  over- 
fiowing  fountain*  Though  the  fands  be  many  and  ]arge» 
jtt  the  fea  can  overflow  them  all  \  fo,  though  thv  fins 
be  very  numerous  and  extenfive,  yet  the  fea  of  Cbrifi'g 
Uood  can  cover  thein  all,  and  hide  them  from  the.  fight 
of  God,  fo  as  they  (hall  never  again  appear,  or  rife  up 
againft  you. in  judgment* 

ObjeSn  ^*  But  my  fins  are  not  only  grievous  in  their 
nature,  and  vaft  in  their  number ;  biit  they  are  of  ve- 
ry loflff  continuance  t  I  am  an  old  rotten  finner,  long 
have  I  lienin  the  grave  of  fin :  Surely  Chrift  will  ne- 
ver accept  of  me." 

An/.  Tour  fins  may  be  old,  yet  they  are  not  fo  old 
as  Chcift's  mercies*  which  are  firom  everlafting.  It  is 
not  the  firft  old  diftemper  that  Chrift  hath  cured  1  he 
raifed  lAzarus  with  a  word,  that  had  lien  four  days  in 
the  grave  i  he  {tf>ft  a  bloody  iflue  with  the  hem  of  his 
garment,  that  had  run  twelve  vears  *,  he  loofed  a  poor 
woman,  that  fatan  had  bound  eighteen  years  i  he  cured 
an  impotent  man,  that  had  an  infirmity  thirty-eight 
years :  And,  can  he  not  as  eafily  cure  all  your  diftem- 
pcrs  ?  He  received  thofe  tint  came  in  at  tlie  eleventh 
3  M  ^  hour^ 
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honff  T^^  ^^^  ^^^'i^^  ^^  ^  1^  houTf  pnticukrly  ik 
thief  oa  the  crofsi  whom  the  devil  thought  he  was  fore 
of,  haying  drawn  him  the  length  of  the  jno«th  cf  hdB^ 
juft  ready  tb  caft  him  in ;  yetf  eren  then,  vpon  his 
looking  to  Chirift,  did  the  arms  of  meccy  dtdk  hoU  tf 
him. 

What  more  canft  thou  objed»  O  finner  i  Hath  oot 
Ghrift  provided  anfwers  to  M  -thou  canft  lay,  ekher  a- 
gainft  thyfelf  or  him  ?  Hath  he  not  given  unanlwenfak 
demonflration  of  his  abilityi  fulne&,  fitneis,  and  vil* 
lingnefs  to  be  thy  Saviour  i  Hath  he  not  given  (ai 
proof  of  his  eamcft  defire  to  fave  tbee»  by  the  wdouj 
methods  he  takes  to  prevail  with  fioners  to  accept  dE 
him  ?  Will  not  all  the  pains  he  hath  hitherto  tdsB, 
prevail  with  thy  obilinate  heart  ?  What  move  wndd 
you  have  Chrift  to  do  with  unwilling  iinnen  ?  There  is 
yet  one  ftep  further  he  makes,  and  that  is  a  very  km 
one  :  He  even,  as  it  weic,  turns  a  hunUe  fiipplicanttB 
thee»  and  uflbn  his  bare  knees  befeeches  thee  to  be  re* 
conciled  to  him.  Read  2  Cor.  v.  10.  *<  We  are  an»* 
bafladors  for  Cbrifti  as  though  God  did  befoedb  yonbf 
us ;  we  pray  you  in  Chrift's  ftead,  be  ye  recoooled  ts 
God/*  O  wonderful  condcCcenfion  !  Behold  divine 
mercy  kneeling  down  to  a  finner  in  the  humbleft  fot 
ture,  with  wringed  hands  and  watry  cheeks,  impotnui* 
ing  the  finner  to  receive  his  Saviour,  accept  of  pardoBt 
lave  his  foul,  and  be  reconciled  to  God  in  Chrift.  Be 
ailoniflied,  O  heavens  !  Shall  the  Sovereign  Creator  trnn 
^  fupplicant  to  the  vile  traitor,  and  Ibllow  him  with  ia-* 
treaties !  And,  O  finner !  Will  thy  ftubbom  heart  he 
able  to  refufe  peace,  or  flight  the  blefied  peace^makr 
Jefus  Chrift,  afrer  all  pains  i  ,  If  all  his  arguments  pre- 
vail  nothing,  yet  one  would  think  that  the  humUe  ia- 
treaties  of  the  great  God  would  certainly  do  it*  .How 
can  you  refill  thefe  ? 

Oljeff.  "  I  have  no  ftrength  to  come  to  Chrift,  I  can- 
not believe  of  myfelf,  I  have  a  dead  bouiid  up  hearty 
and  I  cannot  help  it.*' 

jifff.  I.  Canft  thou  fay  in  good  earneft,  that  thou  art 
willing  and  defirous  to  embrace  a  Saviour,  if  thou  tvaft 
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able  \  Ahi !  k  U  here  that  it  fticks ;   whatever  you 

pretend,  you  are  not  truly  willing.    It  is  onr  unwiiling- 

nefs  that  mini  us :  It  is  not  fo  much  for  want  of  power 

(though  indeed  we  want  it)  as  want  of  will,  that  fin- 

tiers  want  Chrift:   Were  you  once  willing,  ftrength 

iffTould  not  be  wanting^     O  to  get  the  will  conquered^^ 

and  made  to  furrender  to  Chrift  !  Then  the  day  were 

V9on :  O  for  one  pull  more  from  the  Omnipotent  Graci^  to 

make  you  *<  a  willing  pecmle  in  the  day  of  his  power  t^ 

a.  Labour  for  a  deep  (enfe  of  thy  own  irapotency; 

take  your  dead  heart  and  lay  it  before  God,  and  lye 

groomng  in  Chrift's  way,  and  plead  for  pity.    It  is  true, 

God  is  not  bound,  in  UnGt  juftice,  to  hear  an  unbelier- 

er^s  prajer ;  but,  if  you  be  ear neft  with  him,  you  may 

cxpoft  he  will  do  it  out  of  ||iis  great  goodnefs  and  mer- 

cy»     **  He  hears  the  ravens  when  they  cry :"  O,  then, 

cry  to  him  to  your  utmoft  ability,  in  a  deep  fenfe  of 

want  \  be.as  earncft  feeking  faith  as  your  daily  bread ; 

cry  as  fervently  for  the  hfe  of  your  fouls,  as  ye  would 

do  for  the  life  of  your  bodies,  if  ready  to  be  executed  : 

If  ye  would  do  fo,  God  would  not  deny  you.    More 

particularly,  plead  thofe  things : 

( 1  .^  Take  vour  bible,  and  kneel  down,  and  caft  up 
that  gracious  tree  promUe,  £zek»  xxxri.  a6.  ay.  Read 
it,  and  plead  it  $  put  thy  finger  to  it,  and  put  the  mak- 
er of  it  to  his  word  \  lay  thy  dead  heart  before  it,  and 
look  up  and  cry,  **  Lord,  make  good  this  word  to  me,  b 
it  not  a  free  promife  V*  There  is  no  condition  required 
of  me  for  getting  it  fulfilled,  but  to  enquire  at  thee  for 
doing  it,  verfe  37.  Now,  Lord,  I  am  come  to  enquire 
and  requeft  thee  to  do  it* 

(a.)  Humbly  plead  thy  own  impotency,  and  the  in* 
fufficiency  of  all  others  to  help  thee  in  this  ftate.  This 
was  the  impotent  man's  plea  with  Chrift  at  the  pool  of 
Bethef$Ia,  John  t.  d*  7.  It  had  good  fucce(s  with  him, 
and  fo  may  it  have  witli  you.  .Say,  Lord,  I  have  lain 
many  .years  with  this  dead  plagued  heart  befide  the  open 
fountain  of  thy  blood,  that  has  faved  many  in  my  coQ« 
dition  :  I  am  impotent,  and  unable  to  move  to  it  of  my- 
felf,  and  have  none  to  put  me  in  :  I  have  tried  others, 
but  I  find  it  altogethcj  in  vstin ;  Ordinances  cannot  do  it, 
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farraments  cannot  do  it,  the  loudeft  knocks  or  caD  vfi^ 
not  do  It :  Thou»  Lord»  muft  put  to  thy  hel{>ii^  hand, 
or  it  cnnnot  be  done,  for  it  is  a  work  peculiar  to  thj 
^tmighty.arm*  I  have  been  looking  to  all  airths  for 
help,  but,  Lord,  there  is  none  in  heaven  or  earth  hut 
thee  alone  :  Every  one  of  the  creatures*  means,  and  or- 
dinances fay,  it  is  not  in  me :  Every  one  of  At  ^ints 
and  angets  uy,  as  the  king  of  Ifrael  did  to  that  poor 
ftarying  woman,  2  King  vi.  27.  ''  If  the  Lord  do  not 
lielp  thee,  whence  fhall  I  help  thee  i^  So  if  thou.  Lord, 
help  me  not,  I  muft  perifli. 

(3.)  In  a  deep  fenfe  of  your  own  impotency,  flee  (0 
God's  power,  and  plead  it.  Do  you  feel  the  Ammoo, 
Moab,  and  Mount  Seir  of  your  x>wn  corruptions  fwdt 
irrg  within  you  i  Say  with  JehoOiaphat,  a  Chron.  it. 
12.  *^  We  have  no  might  againft  this  great  oompany, 
neither  know  we  what  to  do,  but  our  eyes  are  npoa 
thee/'  If  you  could  win  this  length,  then  were  diere 
good  ground  of  hope  \  for,  when  we  fee  Aat  we  are 
wholly  helplefs  and  Ihiftlefs  in  ourfelves,  |then  God't 
help  ib  neareft  :  '<  When  I  am  weak  (faith  the  apoftle, 
2  Coir.  xii.  to.)  then  am  I  ftrong.'*  Renounce,  theoi 
a!l  help  in  the  creature,  and  look  to  the  Creator :  Say, 
Lord,  though  it  be  impoflible  with  man,  yet  thou  haft 
told  me,  Mark  x.  f  7.  "  That  with  thee  ail  thin^  are 
pofTible  :'^  Though  I  may  defpair  of  all  help  in  myfetf 
and' others,  yet  Siou  haft  forbid  me  to  defpair  of  help 
in  thee,  therefore  I  flee  to  thee  alone.  *^  Lord,  ^yt 
what  thou  commandeft,  and  then  command  what  thoa 
wilt.'* 

(4.)  Plead  thy  extreme  need  of  Chrift,  and  of  &ith 
to  give  thee  an  intereft  in  him.  The  worid  cannot  tell 
thee,  O  finner,  how  great  thy  need  is :  There  b  not  a 
ftarving  man  that  needs  meat,  a  wounded  man  dut 
needs  a  phyfician,  a  (hipwrecked  man  that  needs  a 
plank,  a  dying  man  with  the  hive-rattling  in  his  throat, 
that  needs  breath  fo  much  as  thouneedeft  Chrift.  What 
wiH  thou  do  on  a  death-bed,  or  at  a  tribunal,  without 
an  imereftm  him  1  And,  what  will  become  of  thee  to 
all  eternity  ?  Go  to  him,  then,  and  feek  faith  in  Chrifti 
as  a  malefaAor  going  to  die  would  do  his  life :  Fall 

down 
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i^'^m  at  his  feet  and  cry.  Give  me  faith  and  ftrength  to 

carry  me  to  Chriil's  blood,  or  elfe  I  die.     I  may  Ms^ 

without  friends,  wealth,  honoursi  and  pkafures ;  but  I 

cannot  live  without  faith.     I  am  loft,  undone,  a  d^d 

.man,  and  I  perifli  for  ever  without  it.    liOrd,  deny  me 

"what  thpu  wilt,  but  deny  me  not  faith*    It  had  been 

better  for  me  never  to  have  been  born,  than  to  lite 

^"without  Chrift,  and  an  intereft  in  him  :  If  I  win  not  to 

\\\o  fountain  of  Chirift's  blood,  I  will  fink  eternally  m 

that  fcalding  lake  of  fire  and  brimfione :  If  I  go  to 

Chrift's  taSle  without  faith,  I  will  fhed  his  bloody  and 

eat  and  drink  my  own  damnation. 

(5.)  Plead  ^ith  God,  how  eafy  it  ia  for  him  to  help 
thee;  cry  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.,  Ixxx.  i.  "  O  thoa 
that  dwelled  between  the  cherubimsi  (hine  forth  :^  It 
will  coft  thee  no  more  pains  to  work  faith  in  me^  and 
do  all  that  I  defire,  than  doth  the  Sun  to  Jhim  forth  z 
Tea,  thou  canft  more  eafily  put  forth  thy  power  aaid 
grace,  than  the  fun  can  dart  out  it^  beams*  It  is  |ip 
trouble  orlofs  to  the  fun  to  (hine  forth  \  ib  neither  will 
it  be  to  thee  to  (hew  thy  power  and  mercy :  A  look  or 
touch  from  thee  would  do  it ;  a  little  thing  will  fare  a 
cTrowning  man :  Lord^  fufier  me  not  to  peri(h,  when  it  ii 
ib  eafy  for  thee  to  prevent  it.  Were  it  any  ]o(sor  tson- 
ble  for  God  to  help  us,  we  might  well  doubt  of  it ;  bat^ 
fince  it  is  none,  we  may  cry  with  hope^  Lord,  grant  fttdi 
an  hungry  beggar  an  alms  out  of  the  ocean  di  thj  boun- 
ty ;  for  thou  wilt  never  mifs  it.  As  the  fua«  the  more 
it  ftiineS)  difplays  its  glory  the  more  s  (e  thou  wilt  gain 
glory  by  putting  forth  thy  power  to  help  fuch  a  helplefii 
creature  as  I  am. 

OhjeB.  ^  But  I  have  often  looked  and  cried  to  him 
for  help,  but  alas,  I  am  fuch  a  grievous  (inner,  he  doth 
not  an(wer  ihe,  unlefs  it  be  with  a  frown*" 

Anf.  I.  It  may  be  there  is  fome  idol  or  (in  ftill  har«- 
bouredi  that  thou  art  not  willing  to  part  with.  This 
may  be  the  Acban  in  the  camp^  that  caufed  the  Lord 
to  hide  his  face :  Search  for  it,  and  caft  out  the  accurfed 
thing :  "  Let  not  tbine  eye  pity  it,  neither  do  thou  fpare 
it."    If  thou  canft  not  find  it,  go  humbly  to  God  and 
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cry,  *'  Shew  me,  Lord,  wherefore  thou  contendeft  wiA 
lue." 

2 /It  may  be  thou  art  not  ferrent  enough ;  God  keqst 
the  door  bolted,  that  you  inay  be  provoked  to  ksocfc 
'the  harder.  Mat.  vii.  7.  **  A(k»  and  it  (hall  be  gives 
you :  feek,  and  you  (hall  find  :  knock,  and  it  fludl  he 
opened  to  you."  In  which  one  verfe,  Chrift  gives  you 
three  calls  to  fervency  and  importunity  in  prayer,  oeb 
ftronger  than  another ;  q/k,  feei^  knock.  The  womifl 
of  Canaan  readily  took  up  the  meaning  of  .Chrift's  ro- 
fufing  to  anfwer  her ;  (he  turns  the  more  fervent  aad 
importunate,  s^nd  fo  gets  all  her  will. 

3.  Refolve,  whatever  difcouragement  yon  meet  with, 
you  will  never  quit  the  throne  of  grace,  but  yon  will 
always  lay  yourfelf  in  Chrift's  way,  and  never  look  to 
another  tor  hefp  j  yea,  that  you  will  die  wuting  on 
him.  Remember  the  Pfalmift'sexpenence,  Pfal.  3d.  i. 
^  I  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord,  and  at  length  he  in- 
cKned  his  ear,  and  heard  my  cry."  Th^re  was  never 
any  yet  that  waited  on  him*,  had  caufe  to  be  a(faamed« 
Tou  may  meet  with  many  difcouragements  and  temp* 
tatiohs,  and  be  put  to  very  fad  thoughts  -,  but  you  muft 
be  Tcfolute  in  looking  to' Chrift  for  help,  come  what 
will :  And,  in  imitation  of  the  four  lepers  at  the  fep  rf 
Samaria^  reafon  with  yourfelf,  if  I  live  at  a  imxnct 
from  Chrift,  FU  infallibly  periTh,  there  is  no  hope  for 
tne :  If  Chrift  pity  me  not  when  I  am  waiting  on  him, 
I  (hall  but  periih ;  but  yet  there  is  hope,  he  will  have 
pity  at  length :  Therefore,  if  I  perim,  I'll  perifli  at 
Chrift's  footftool,  looking  up  to  him,  where  never  one 
yet  peri(hed,  and  I  hope  he  will  not  let  me  be  the  faSu 

4.  Make  ufe  of  arguments  in  pleading  with  him. 
(i.)  Plead  the  freenefs  of  his  mercy.    It  needs  n^ 

motive,  and  ezpefis  no  worth )  but,  *'  whofoever  will, 
let  him  come  and  take  the-  water  of  life  freely."  •  It 
runs  freely,  fo  that  mountains  cannot  (fop  the  current  of 
it,  more  tiian  rocks  can  ftop  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of 
the  fea.  Indeed,  Lord,  if  fm  and  unworthine(s  conid 
ftop  mercy,  I  might  dcfpair,  for  I  am  as  unwprthy  a 
creature  as  ever  the  fun  (hined  upon ;  but^  bicfled  be 
God,  grace  is  free. 

(2O 
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(a.)  Pkad  Chrift's  commiiGon,  Ifa.  Izi.  i.  He  was 
lent  **  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  o- 
pening  of  the  prifon-doors  to  them  that  are  bound.** 
Ixnrd,  bare  is  a  poor  prifoneri  a  frozen,  locked,  bound* 
«p  heart :  Here  is  employment  for  thee :  Loofe  me» 
kncxk  off  my  fetters,  and  *<  bring  my  foul  out  of  pri- 
fon.  Thou  haft  all  fulnefs  dwelling  in  thee,  and  thou 
thou  haft  it  given  thee  to  beftow  on  fuch  miferable  ob- 
jeds  as  I  am  i  Lord,  here  is  a  naked  back  for  thee  to 
cover,  anid  an  empty  ftomach  for  thee^  to  fill,  a  wound- 
ed foul  for  thee  to  cure.  *'  Lord,  thcu  cameft  to  feek  * 
and  to'fave  that  which  was  loft  V  and,  wih  thou  not  be 
found  of  a  loft  (inner  that  is  feeking  thee  ? 

C3O  Plead  the  communicativends^of  his  mercv  too* 
thers*  He  had  compaflion  upon  mens  bodies  wnile  he 
was  on  earth,  even  the  bodies  of  wicked  men,  fuch  as 
the  unthankful  lepers ;  he  let  none  of  them  go  without 
healing,  that  came  to  him*  Say,  Lord,  didft  (hou  fhew 
fo  much  compaflion  to  difeafed  bodies^  and  wilt  thou 
not  have  fome  ]^ty  on  my  dying  foul^  th^  is  far  more 
precious  than  carcafes  of  clay  1  Plead  his  compaflion 
that  he  hath  fliewed  to  the  worft  of  fmners,  fuch  as 
Manaffeh,  Mary  Magdalene,  Paul,  and  thofe  who  mur- 
dered him. — Plead  his  compaf&on  towards  the  finally 
obilinate  and  impenitent,  fuch  as  Jerufalem,  over  which 
he  wept,  Luke  zix.  Lord,  did  thy  heart  melt  with  pi- 
ty to  fuch,  and  wilt  thou  not  pity  a  humbled  finnert. 
tnat  confefleth  his  fin,  and  would  fain  be  reconciled  to 
God  ?  Is  not  mercy  the  work  thou  delighteft  in  ?  Mic. 
vii.  18. 

Lafilyf  Labour  for  «  fenfe  of  the  mifery  of  a  Chrift- 
lefs  ftate,  of  your  great  need  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  h^n^  found  in  him  :  And,  in  a  fenfe  thereof, 
look  to  Chrift,  and  make  a  mint  to  take  hold  of  him. 
Stir  up  yourfelf  to  it,  and  reft  your  foul  on  him  as  you 
can,  and  God  will  help  you,  and  communicate  ftrength. 
He  will  not  foil  to  notice  and  encourage  an  houeft  mint, 
Jer.  XXX.  a  I .  <*  Who  is  this  that  engageth  his  heart  to 
approach  to  me  l^  He  will  pity  and  help  fuch*  Try, 
0  poor  foul,  if  you  can  get  a  grip  of  Chrift,  efpecially 
vpm  a  f^dCrament  occafion,  when  you  are  nearer  him 
Vol.  !•  3  N  thjin. 
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than  at  other  times  -,  If  you  cannot  apply  Chrift  ti 
yourfelfy  and  fayi  he  i$  mine ;  'yet  af^y  ytmyfelf  to 
Chrifti  and  fay,  Inv$uUfain  be  fh$ne,jesif  1  am  itfioM 
to  be  thine.  Go  forth  to  Chrift  with  all  the  fiuth  jes 
can  win  at ;  fay,  with  the  poor  man,  *'  Lord,  I  be- 
lieve, help  thou  mine  unbelief."  Toumuft  not  litftjB 
and  do  nothing,  but  ufe  all  means  in  your  power;  foi 
it  is  in  the  ufe  of  thofe  that  God  wotks  failk :  Hoile  op 
the  fails,  and  wait  for  the  gales. 

Direct.  XI.  Come  and  jmn  yourfelves  unto  the  Lord, 
in  a  perpetual  and  perfonai  Covenant,  bclbie  yw 
go  to  his  Table. 

UNLESS  you  be  within  the  covenant  of  grace,  y« 
have  no  right  to  the  feal  of  the  covenant ;  now,  if  ye 
would  be  found  within  the  covenant,  you  muft,  hj 
faith,  take  hold  of  the  covenant,  and  heartily  go  in  with 
the  gracious  teims  and  contrivance  of  it.  And  tfaii  is 
what  we  con^monly  call  perfonai  covenanting  with  God. 
And  the  more  exprefs  and  diftin£t  we  are  in  this  mat- 
ter, we  will  have  the  more  comfort. 

As  for  the  nature,  neceflity,  and  manner  of  peifooal 
covenanting,  I  refer  the  reader  to  my  Sacramental  & 
techifm,  from  p.  i  iS-  to  ^36.  (/r/l  Edit.}  where  diii 
fubjed  is  largely  handled. 

Perfonai  covenanting  is  the  communicant's  beft  to- 
ken, and  without  it  you  cannot  warrantably  cona  to 
the  lord's  table.  Tou  will  mock  God,  and  decctre 
your  own  fouls,  if  you  take  tlie  great  feal  of  heaven, 
and  append  it  to  a  blank,  or  a  fheet  of  clean  paper :  And 
this  you  do,  when  you  communicate  without  preriou 
covenanting  with  God.  O  beware  of  appending  hea- 
ven's feal  to  a  blank,  left  the  King  of  heaven  be  Vrod), 
and  fill  up  the  blank  with  a  curfe. 

O  communicant,  come  then,  take  hold  of  the  covt- 
nant  of  grace,  and  give  a  hearty  and  fiducial  confcntto 
its  gracious  oflFcrs  and  terms.  You  are  mifcrabic  white 
under  a  covenant  of  works ;  be  convinced  of  itj  ^^^ 
fpeediJy  betake  youifclvcs  to  the  new  covenant,  andthc 

gracious 


Ectous  m^rhoi^  of  faWation  thro^gh  Jeftt3  Chrift  md 
nghteoufsbef^.  Cordially  accept  of  Jefua  Chrift  Iq 
all  his  offices,  and  in  ht<n  make  choice  of  God  the  Fa«  • 
ther,  bon,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  as  jrour  God  and  portion  t 
And  give  up  your(eIve$9  foul  and  body,  and  all  you 
tiavf ,  to  be  th^.  Lonl'sy  to  b^  for  him  and  not  for  ano- 
ther. And,  in  Chrift's  ftrcngth,  engage  to  Hre  for  God> 
SevYt  hiitii  and  walk  with  him  in  newnefa  of  life.  Do 
«ll  this  in  th^  nooA  folemn  manner,  with  fincerity*  hu« 
9[uKty,  and  felf  denial ;  and,  if  this  you  be  helped  to 
4o,  God  will  accept  of  you  at  his  .table>  and  deal  with 
jotx  as  hia  ccivenanted  people* 

ObjeH.  <*  But,  faith  one,  I  ktiow  it  is  my  duty  to 
«Dme  and  tt^nfafk  li^'ith  God  in  this  manner*  and  renew 
covenant  with  himt  conform  to  my  baptifmal  vows  i 
i|nd  fomiHimes  1  think  I  am  willing  to  do  it,  but  I  much 
ftifpeA  my  (incefity  in  this  matter  \  and  it  is  highly 
dcMigerous  to  deal  falily  with  God,  in  pretending  to  co<» 
yeognt  with  him»  when  the  heart  is  not  right  with 
GodT' 

Amf.  Tou  have  juft  caufe  to  falpe£l  your  own  hearts^ 
und  therefore  (hould  be  at  all  paini  to  fearch  and  try 
yonrfelves  %  andy  for  your  help,  I  (hall  give  fome  char* 
nClers  of  thofe  who  aim  fincerely  to  tranfaft  and  ce« 
new  covenant  with  God* 

I.  They  are  fuch  who  are  throughly  convinced  of 
their  mifery  under  the  firft  covenant,  as  being  wholly 
unable  to  fulfil  its  condition,  or  pay  its  penalty  \  and 
therefore  fee  they  cannot  abide  in  this  cafe,  without  be* 
ing  undone  to  all  eternity* 

a.  Thty  arc  heartily  grieved  for  their  natural  e- 
ftrangement,  and  long  living  at  a  diftance  from  God  ; 
and  are  madie  to  fay.  Oh,  how .  long  have  I  dwelt  in 
Mefech,  fkir  from  the  fountain  of  my  happinefs  ! 
.  3^  They  are  troubled  for  their  long  flighting  of  Chrift's 
gracious  calls  and  oScra  of  mercy  in  the  gofpel,  and  for 
ikkt  backwardnefs  of  their  hearts  to  leave  fin  and  fatan^ 
and  come  and  enter  into  covenant  with  God.  Oh|  how 
long  hnve  1  preferred  fatan's  drudgery  and  fervice»  to 
God^s  fritndihrp  and  favour  \  lived,  ia  league  with  Jqiy 
foul's  enemy,  and  at  war  with  my  ben  friend  I 
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4.  They  have  foiDething  of  a  foul  afie&in);  ?iew  of 
the  new  covenant,  and  the  new  way  and  mediod  of  &1- 
ration  contained  tberehi.  They  fee  there  is  00  lighte- 
oufnefs  of  man  or  angel  that  can  juftifj  them,  none  but 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  alone,  nmtng  but  an  infi- 
nite  fattsfadion  can  do  their  tarn  ;  and  it  le  their  cry, 
N^e  but  ChrtS. 

5.  They  are  fully  refolved  on  a  rupture  and  bieacb 
with  all  the  enemies  of  God,  and  to  break  all  la^aier 
and  covenants  with  (in,  fatan,  and  the  world ;  and  that 
they  vfiW  never  be  flaves  to  diem  as  formerly :  They 
heartily  agree  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  cxix.  115.  "*  De- 
part fr6m  me,  ye  evil  doers,  for  I  will  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  my  God/ 

6.  They  are  fenfible  of,  and  humbled  for,  theformer 
treachery  and  falfe- dealing  of  their  heart«  with  God« 
Are  there  not  many  who  have  forflberly  entered  into 
covenant  with  God,  have  fwom  allegiance  to  him  as 
dieir  Sovereign^  and  that  not  only  at  baptifm,  but  hare 
renewed  this  deed  at  the  Lord's  fuppcr  ?  But  may  not 
the  Lord  take  up  the  fame  complaint  againft  them,  as 
againft  Ifrael  ?  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  36. 37.  <*  They  lied  to  him 
widi  their  tongues ;  for  their  hearts  were  not  right  widi 
him,  neither  were  they  ftedfaft  in  his  covenant**  Well, 
if  you  be  deeply  afibfted  on  this  agcounit,  the  Lord  trill 
not  TcjcSt  you. 

7.  They  fincei^ly  accept  of  Qirift  as  their  Sarety 
and  Cautioner  before  God ;  they  efteem  him  altogether 
lovely,  and  infinitely  precious.  They  renounce  their 
own  righteou/nifi  in  ju&ification,  and  thchr  oymjhren^ 
in  fandification,  and  look  to  Chrift  for  both,  faying,  as 
thofc)  Ifa.  xlv.  24.  **  In  the  Lord  have  I  rigfateoufaels 
and  ftrength."  I  have  not  fufficiency  of  myfelf,  eidier 
to  make  or  keep  covenant  with  God,  but  my  confidcoce 
is  entirely  in  Chrift  my  all-fufficient  Surety. 

8.  They^are  content  to  give  themfehres  to  the  Lord, 
and  all  they  are  and  have.  Faith  hath  two  hands;  b? 
the  one  it  receives  Jefos  Chrift,  and  by  the  other  it  gives 
the  foul  to  him»  Now^  if  your  faiui  want  other  of 
thefe,  it  is  lame. 

9«  They  feel  u>dwelliDg  fin  as  a  grievous  clog  \  they 
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defire  hcart-holinefs  more  than  any  earthly  thing,  and 
reiblve,  through  gracci  upon  more  care  and  waraifttt» 
ncfs  againft  fin  than  formerly. 

Now,  try  your  fincertty  in  corenanting  with  God  by 
thefe  marks,  and  if  you  can  lay  claim  to  one  or  more  of 
them,  then  you  are  not  hypocrites,  nor  of  the  number 
of  thofe  who  give  God  the  hand  without  the  heart; 
who  pretend  to  make  a  covenant  with  God,  and  yet  keep 
a  fecret  league  with  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flefli^ 
who  profefs  a  great  outward  refpeA  to  God  and  hia 
ways,  and  yet  keep  a  fecret  antipathy  to  Godlineis,  as^ 
alas,  many  do,  who  come  to  the  Lord's  table* 

And,  if  you  would  manage  this  weighty  traniaffion 
aright,  you  muft  be  very  deliberate  in  it :  Take  many  a 
▼iew  of  the  nature  and  frame  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
and  confider  what  God  offers  and  promifes  therem,and 
what  he  doth  require  of  us ;  and  endeavour  to  get  your 
hearts  wrought  up  to  a  chearful  compliance  therewith* 
Tour  fouls  are  at  the  ftake,  and  z  miftake  here  ruins 
/ou  eternally ;  but,  if  once  it  be  well  done,  it  is  done 
'or  ever.  This  bargain  is  ndt  for  a  (hort  term,  but  for 
life,  nay,  for  eternity ;  and  therefore  you  (honld  count 
the  coil  of  it,  and  confider  k  duly ;  and,  b&  refdved, 
whatever  trouble  or  perfecution  ihall  arife,  or  whatever 
temptation  you  may  meet  with  to  leave  Chrift,  tofayte 
them,  like  Ruth. to  Naomi,  when  fhe  was  ftedfaftly  te* 
folved  to  go  with  her,  Ruth  i.  16.  Intnat  me  noftoieave 
Chrift  ;  fir  where  he  goes^  I  wi//  fiilow  htrtiy  though  it 
tvere  into  banjftfment :  Where  be  lodges^  I  ivi/l  iadge,  though 
it  were  in  a  prifon  s  For  neither  death  nor  life  Jball  part 
Chrift  and  me. 

And,  again,  beware  of  delays  of  making  or  entering 
mto  covenant  with  God.  It  is  a  work  for  eternity^  and 
■therefore  requires  prcfent  difpatch.  The  time  of  youth 
is  a  rare  feafon  for  this  work,  and  ought  carefully  to  be 
improven,  and  no  time  loft;  And  here  I  fhall  addrefs 
myfelf  to  the  young. 

0  young  people^  and  ye  that  never  communicated  be* 
fore,  fet  about  this  work  of  perfonal  covenanting,  be- 
fore you  approach  to  the  Lord's  table.  Do  not  delay 
•rput  off  to  another  year,  or  till  old  ^ge  O]^  fickaeft 

come 


I 


444    ,        Cancerning  Terfonai  CofiBMfuing^    Dired**  Xt 

comeoQ':  For,  what  do  y^u  l»ow  but  God  may  be 
provoked  to  harden  your  hearts  (6  in  old  age  (thoti^ 
ye  (hould  Hveilll  that  time)  that  ye  (hall  hafe  Dolikinjf 
to  leli^ion  and  the  ways  of  God  I  Muft  it  not  be  high- 
ly difpleafing  to  God«  to  referve  for  him. the  refufe  and 
dregs  of  your  (Irength  and  time  ?  WUl  you  give  yoor 
Creator  and  Redeemer  only  fo  much  of  your  tine  add 
ftrength  as  the  devil  and  the  world  hav«  Ufc  ?  O^  what 
18  this,  but  to  offer  the  blind  and  the  lame  of  tiie  flock 
in  faerifice  to  God,  Malachi  i.  7*  wkkh  is  an  abomiaa* 
tion  ! 

0  young  folh^  can  you  difpofe  of  yottffcl?«ft  bellei  ta 
the  days  of  your  youth,  than  give  up  yourfeWes  to  the 
Lord  ?  When  you  are  ready  to  chufe  caUUigs  and  iel- 
tlements  in  the  worlds  can  ye  take  a  wifer  ceurfe^  tbaa 
firft  chufe  a  fettlemtnt  in  Chrift's  family,  which  woaU 
make  all  other  conditions  and  circumftances  of  life  the 
more  comfortable  to  you  ?  Now,  the  way  to  be  mtde  i 
member  of  this  family,  is  by  tlie  covenanttfig  with  God: 
Without  this,  you  have  no  right  to  the  chiikem  bread} 
nor  the  feale  of  the  covenant.  It  is  not  enoii^gh  that 
you  were  baptized,  and  are  Chriftians  by  your  pareifts 
dedicatiot),  unlefs  you  be  Chriftians  by  yo^r  own  fke 
choice  and  confent.  Jlennembery  you  are  now  toentei 
into  the  (late  of  adult  church  memberftip,  and  to  be  aJ« 
xnitted  to  fliare  of  the  childrens  privileges  fealed  to  jFoq 
in  baptifm  \  and»  therefore,  now  ye  mud  ^€t  as  radoiul 
men  and  women,  and  make  a  choice  for  youifdref ; 
You  ought  perfonally  and  explicitly  to  renew  your  bap- 
tifmal  covenant,  and  ratifying  your  parents  deed)  spv 
when  you  are  of  age  j  otherwife  your  baptifm  and  pa- 
rents dedication  will  not  profit  you.  I  call  you  to  en- 
gage to  no  more  here,  than  what  you  are  already  oUig- 
ed  to  by  your  baptifm ;  for  it  is  juft  the  fame  covenant 

Srou  are  to  enter  into  now,  that  ye  have  already  cen^ 
ented  to  l^y  ypur  baptifm :  Only,  by  your  pcribnalie- 
fignation,  voluntary  confent,  and  taking  the  fecood  bi^ 
of  the  covenant,  you  are  to  bind  yourfetves  the  fafter 
to  it ;  the  which  if  you  negledl  tp  do,  your  baptifm  wiU 
be  fo  far  from  profiting  you,  that  it  will  be  a  witaefs  ^ 
gainft  you,  and  cry  for  vengeance  on  you,  and  yoo  will 
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in  np  better  condition  than  the  heathens  that  never  weft 
baptized 

C)  young  communicants,  take  hced  to  your  firft  com* 
tnunicating ;  for  very  ir.uch  doth  depend  upon  it.  Yoa 
are  now  as  it  were  to  lay  the  foundation  (lone  of  your 
falvation-worky  and  this  ought  to  be  done  with  much 
fpiritual  (kill  and  knowledge,  if  you  would  have  a  furt 
building.  O  then  dig  deep,  and  found  your  houfe,  your 
falvation,  your  hopes  of  heaven,  upon  the  rock  Chrift^ 
by  pcrfonal  covenaajing,  and  expreft^  cbfing  with  hin 
upon  the  terms  of  grace  :  P'or  it  you  do  it  not,  but  ap- 

£  roach  to  the  Lord's  table  in  ignoraiice,  unbelief ,  or 
ardnefs  of  heart,  you  may  provoke  God  to  finite  yoa 
witli  judicial  blindnefs  and  obduration,  and  give  you  up 
to  fuch  heart-hardnefs  and  formality  in  duty,  as  may 
cleave  to  you  all  your  lives  long,  and  fo  you  are  ruined 
for  ever.    The  time  of  your  fir(l  communicating,  is  a 
anoft  critical  junSure  for  your  fouls ;  for,  according  to 
the  ftate^  frame,  and  difpoficion  orpeoples  fouls,  at  their 
firft  communicating,  fo  it  very  often  fares  with  them  in 
fome  meafure  at  all  the  reft  of  the  communions  they 
partake  of.    Many  have  found  this,  fome  to  their  fwcet^ ' 
others  to  their  fad  experience.     Some,  by  their  care  (6 
approach  at  firft,  snd  negleding  expref&ly  \6  covenazit 
with  God,  have  drawn  down  the  plagues  of  heart- hare* 
neis  and  formality  upon  themfelves,  and  provoked  God 
to  leave  them  tp  wander  in  the  dark  all  their  days,  with-r 
out  any  folid  aiTurance,  or  comfortable  view  of  their  in- 
tereft  in  Chrift  and  the  covenant  of  grace.     But  others^ 
by  means  of  their  fincere  preparation  and  coveqanting- 
with  God  at  this  time^  have  got  a  feal  of  their  convcrfiont 
and  a  view  of  their  inter  eft  m  Chrift,  which  hath  proven 
very  ufeful  and  comfortable  to  them  all  the  reft  of  their 
lives,  and  efpeci^lly  in  the  time  of  diftrefs,and  when  on 
a  death-bed.     '1  hen  they  have  remembered,  how  that 
at  fuch  a  time  and  place  they  joined  themfelves  to  the 
Lord  in  a  perpetual  covenant,  and  then  and  there  God 
fpake  with  them,  intimated  their  pardon,andowned  them 
as*his  i^ovenanted  children.     As  their  fouls  were  helped 
tQ  fay  to  the  Lord,  Thou  art  tny  God :   So  .God  faid  to 
tkemy  I  jam  your  salvatitn*     Ap4  hereby  many  have 

been 
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ewttti  to  ^ti,;  and  70a  Icnow  not  faqw  fooa  God  «jf 
ftrip  yctt  of  all  yon  hare. 

,  ^.  Consider  what  ft  fad  ftrobe  deatk  gh«i  to  an  ns- 
cipfcnantcd  foul»  It  deprives  him  of  all  metrics,  ten^ 
pTifal,  fpirittnd,  aftd  eternal^at  one  bloiw;  and  fets  Van. 
agoing  for  etev.  And  whither  can  yon  flee  in  the  dtf 
df  Tiiitation,  when  nothing  hot  grim  horror  and  defpak 
do  ftare  yon  in  die  face  ?  When  the  body  is  on  the 
brink  of  the  grave,  and  the  foul  is  on  the  brink  of  hett, 
how  wiil  you  have  confidence  to  cry  to  an  nacoveaaat* 
ed  Gocl«  to  whom  you  have  been  ftrangets  aB  yMir 
days?  Muft  it  not  ba  tenible  for  an  nncovenamed  ioal 
to  tUnki  J  am  going  to  appear  before  that  God  I  do 
not  knowt  hare  no  mtereu  in^  nor  acquaiataace  wirii 
Can  I  look  fef  friendlhip  from  htm  now,  fince  I  ncter 
fought  after  it  before  ?  Bu^,  on  the  contrary,  how|rfea^ 
fant  then  will  it  be  for  a  covenanted  foul  to  look  deadi 
m  the  faeey  who  can  fay,  I  know  whom  JJbaw  btHevtif 
and  ]  know  whither  I  am  going :  Th^ptMct  Ikmm,  Ik 
wof  I  knew^  and  the  God  of  that  land  i  know  j  Wkf 
fliottld  I  be  backward  to  go  to  my  covenanted  IJieod, 
with  whom  I  have  oft  eonverfcd,  been  long  aoquatntcd, 
and  in  whofe  piefence  I  have  placed  my  Inpptfiefs/ 

5.  Confider  how  lamentable  your  cafe  vnU  be  for 
evermore,  if  you  flight  the  prefent  opportunity :  The 
treaty  will  not  always  laft  with  you,  hay,  the  day  is  not 
far  off  when  it  (hall  end,  and  God  will  treat  with  yoo 
no  longer.  The  doer  will  be  eternally  (hut,  and  God 
will  b^ome  inacceffible,  inexorable,  itreconcileable,  for 
evermore :  Chrift,  the  bkflfed  Mediator,  will  become  tfay 
implacable  Judge  i  7.nd,  how  will  you  look  him  in  the 
face,  when  on  the  throne,  whom  you  fo  bafely  flighted 
at  a  communion«tabie  i'  What  wilt  thsm  do  when  dioa 
findeft  fhyielf  (hut  up  under  flaming  wiatfa,  widio^t 
hope  ?  Theremembrance  of  loft  opportunieft  will  be  ai 
oil  to  thy  flames.  Time  was^  Hohm  Gad  tnatidj  and 
Vfouidhave  made  a  katgam  tviit  me^  but  I  ttwiU  ifot; 
this  will  be  the  burden  of  thy  eternal  lamenutioQ.  P, 
hbw  will  you  be  able  to  bear  the  .wrath  of  an  uncore- 
nanted  God  !  Who  can  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  A 
finaU  (hower  of  fire  and  brimftpne  lighting  on  ooi  heads 
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novv  -^"Pould  be  very  terrible.  .  Biit  Oi  it  will  be  infi* 

nitely  more  fo,  whc8L/tt  fliaU  be«poliffo4  down  tn  whole 

{Ireanis,  and  that  net  ibr  a  ttmei  but  for  ever  4ml  ever* 

AKTiUnot  ten  tboufaiut  year*  fcfenng  do  th^  turn  l  No^ 

»»  ^'  it  vill  be  cternaL  .  ■  WeH,  if  vo«  be  able  to  dwell 

with  everhfling  burningft,  yoiiiieeasiot  treat  With  God  : 

But  O,  if  is  fearful  tofali  into  the  hftnds  of  the  living  Godf 

one  th^t  lives,  and  will  for  ever  livei  to  revenge  himfeif 

U^oii  you  I 

>  Hard  muft  your  hearts  be,  if  they  be  nol:  moved  by 

thefe  threatenings ;  but  yet  harder  muft  they  be^  if  they 

be  not  melted  by  Cod*8  condefcendin^  inrreaties.    Hear 

hm,  I  fa.  Iv.  I.  2.  3*    **   Ho,  every  one  that  tbtrfteth, 

Come»  Arc.     Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  -oie ; 

Heavy  and  yoer  fad  ihaU  life,' and  I  wtll  make  an  ^cr- 

lafting  covenant  widi  yon.**    Is  God  fo  wiUiog  to  make 

a  covenant  with  his  crcatuve,  a  flava,  a  worm  9  and  are 

y^o  not  willing  to  eafl:  down  the  weapons  of  rebsllioa« 

aiirl  enteir  into  a  kague  wish  ?   1$  itnot  a  bargain  meft 

AttMble  for  you,  and  ail  yonrekcumi^noes  and  aecef«' 

fitiea  f  la  it  not  moft  gloriotts  and  honourable  for  you 

to  be  betrothed  to  fo  great  a  prince  ?  lioC  ii.  19.    Is  it 

not  rich  and  advaatdgeons  for  you,  to  be  infeft  in  fo. 

great  .-an  inheritance,  and  to  have  a  fealedivight  to  fuch 

biefled  privileges  as  a  free  pafidon,  gracious  acoefs,  cf> 

venant-provifion^  covenant  prote^on,  and  covenant* 

oomforu? 

Ot;e3.  <^  Alas,  I  have  made  a  pofbnal  covenant  be* 
fere,  but  have  broke  it*** 

.  Jnf  Yon  have  caUfe  to  be  humbled  for  it  befiore  God  \ 
and  if  you  be  not,  it  is  a  bad  fign  indeed.  2«  All  fen«> 
fible  and  mourning  backlliders  are  invited  to  veturn  to 
hkn,  and  renew  their  covenant,  Jeff-  iii.  endeavour  to 
ttiake  the  bargam  furer  than  you  did  before. 

■Olj/efi.  **  I  am  afraid  of  breaking  it  ovtr  again  4  And. 
is  it  not  betur  not  to  engage  ?** 

Aftf  1.  It  is  good  to  be  jealous  of  yoorfelvesj  and 
feared  for  breaking}  for,  the  more  you  diftruft  your 
own  ftrengtbi  the  ftronger  you  a»e. 
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9.  If  you  covenant  honeftly,  you  viH  fcet  \ 
grace'and  ftren|rth  which  (hall  be  fuficicnt  for  you  s  fo« 
wHl  {ret  thQ  dominioti  of  fin  broke,  aad  power  to  wicftfe 
againft  it :  And,  above  <all|  you  wilt  get  Cfarift  eng^ 
for  vou  as  yoar  iurety  \  and,  to  be  fvre,  thoo^  yoo 
be  weaki  he  is  able  enough. 


Direct.  Xn.  Labour  for  a  thorough  cleanfing  of  boA 
Heart  and  Life  from  Sin,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord 
in  the  ways  of  new  obedience,  before  you  coine  to 
jb$*lx>rd'«  Table. 

ALL  that  would  attend  a  holy  God,'  and  eapefi  a 
^Bomnsunion  with  him  in  this  holy  ordinance^  mud  fee 
to  have  pure  hearts  and  cleaa.hands*  PfaL  xxiv.  3.  4* 
Janu  IT.  8.  What  was  David's  pious  refolutiooi  JfbL 
3czxvi.  d.  ought  to  be  yours  at  this  oecafioai  '*  I  wiH 
wa(h  H(iy  hands  in  inoocency,  and  io  wtU  I  cooipa& 
thine  altar,  O  Lord.*^  He  alludes  to  the  ceremonf  of 
the  prie^  wafliing  at  the  brazen  laver,  before  they  mir 
niftered  at  the  altar  \  to  let  tts  fee»  that  though  tms  0^ 
mnony  belonged  only  to  the  pricftsi  yet  the  nonlitf 
beloQcs  to  aU ;  and  there  is  a  wafliing  which  conceras 
all  before  they  middle  with  holy  ferytcet ,  and  etpeoaity 
fuch  as  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper.  There  is  a 
double  wafliing  required  of  all  communicants :  i.  A 
wafliing  of  yourfelvea  in  Chrift's  Mood  by  the  adingsof 
faith.  2«  A  wafliing  of  yourfclves  by  the  exercife  of 
true  repemtance  and  reformatbn,  which  is  an  effe^lof 
the  former ;  by  the  one,  the  guilt  of  fin  is  taken  awsf, 
and  by  the  other,  the  filth  of  fin  is  removedt 

Now,  this  cleanfing  muft  be  both  external  and  inter- 
nal, more  than  the  outfide  of  the  cup  and  platter  nuft 
be  waflied,  for  God  looks  principally  to  the  heart.  Ob- 
ierve  thofe  parts  of  the  lacrifice,  that  in  ^  fpocial  mm- 
ner  behoved  ta  be  waflied  under  the  law.  Lev.  i.  9. 
'f  But  the  inwards  and  bis  legs  fliall  he  wafli  in  water." 
Now,  why  fliould  the  inwards  and  legs  of  the  fs^oifice 
^  waibcd  above  all  tbe  reft  ?  ^caufe  the  iotrails  ooiv 


taincdtherexcresieiUs  of  the  beiift»  »nd  the  Iq^s^nd  the 
feet  Hd  tread  in  the  mire  and  puddle,  and  fo  th«Ie  pacta 
were  more  dofiled  than  any^  other  part  of  the  bodf. 
And  all  this  to  teach  us,  that  whai^  we  draw  near  to 
God  in  (bfasmQ  worfhip,  weiboald  efpectaily  wa(h  there, 
virhcie  moft  filth  i$  likely  to1>e  contracted 

xfit  Our  Mwardff  our  hearts  and  confdences,  muflb 
be  waihed! :  O  what  filth  and  ezcreihentSi  even  a  dung- 
btlt  o£  filthy  hiftsi  lye  there  !  Jor.  iv.  14.  ^*  O  Jef»» 
falem«  walh  thine  heart  from,  wtckednefs,  how  long 
ihall  vain  thoaffhM. lodge  within  thee?"**  O  communis 
canta»  you  inuft4ook  well  to  the  inwards  at  this  time^ 
and  fee  togetaU  Inward  and  fecret  luftn.  waftied  out 
by  repentance^  and  ftrong  refolutions  in  Chrift's  ftrengtii 
agatnft  them 

2iUy,  Our  legs  and  ftet  muft  be  waihed  alfo.  The 
fieps  of  obr  daily  converfation  are  defiled  by  walking 
and  treading  in  fool  ways ;  Oh,  howtnnch  poilotion  Ao 
aven  believeri  ^theT4>y  the  Heps, of  their  daily  walk ! 
And  hence  it  is,  that,  he  who  is  already  wafhed,  needs 
daily,  and  upon  every  new  occaGon,  to  have  his  feet 
irafticd,  John  ati^  io*  -  We  ihould  then  be  in  eameit, 
before  welcome  to  the  Lord's  table,  to  have  all  the  d^ 
fikaaeat  of*  our  outwani  a£^ions  waflwd  away  by  tri  e 
repentance}  and  reformation  of  life.  Alas,  that  w^ 
(hottld  come  to  this  holy  table  with  fuch  inwards,  and 
with  fu^  feet,  as  many  times  we  have  !  '^  Lord,  purge 
us  with  hyfibp,  and  we  ihall  be  whiter  than  the  fnow.** 
On/  own  waOitng  will  tiot  do  it,  if  Chrift  pot  not  to 
his  hand.;  ^yet  we  tnuft  be  fincerely  ufing  the  meanif, 
and  waiting  for  the  help  of  Ins  Spirit. 

If  you  would  be  fuitably  prepared  for  this  folemn  or« 
dinance^  and  have  a  gracious  meeting  with  Chrift  athia' 
table,  you  muft  not  only  featch  out  your  fins,  be  deep* 
ly  humbled  for  them,  make  confeffion  of  them  bcfuro 
tlie  Lord,  and  by  faith  lay  hold  on  Chrift  for  pardon^ 
as  before  directed  \  but  you  muft  alio  be  waihen  and 
ckanfed  ftom  fin,  forfake  fiu  in  your  life,  and  caft  it 
out  of  your  heatt !  For,  if  you- come  to  Chrlft's  tible 
with  any  of  his  enemies  and  traitois  lodged  in  your  ho- 
foms^  with  any  pf  your  old  lufts  unmortificd,  and  fins 

not 


iK)t  put  away»  his  wQI  look  upon  you  a»  hit  murJciqs 
ami  fniite  you  with  Kb  judfj^ments ;  yea,  you  may  cspeA 
timt  the  wrath  of  God  will  come  upon  yo«  wtiiift  the 
bfcad  16  ia  your  mostht,  as  it  did  upon  Ifrad  for  the 
fame  reaibn,  Pfai.  \xxnn.  30;  31.  *^  They  were  not  u 
firanged  from  their  lufts;  but  whtlft  the  meat  was  ia 
tbeir  mout^^  the  wrath  of  God  came  upoa  thein»  and 
flew  the  fatteft  of  tfaein,  and  ftnote  down  the  cfaofea 
jnen  oflfrael/'  Perhaips,  O  finner,  thou  mayeft  not 
feel  thifr  wrath  at  the  time,  but  it  may  be  infli£ied  m* 
fenfibty  on  thy  foui ;  and  c^erj  ^erament  thou  leccif^ 
eft  in  this  condition,  thou  doU  heap  and  treafmre  op 
wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath  \  and  every  time  thou 
brinfrcft  a  new  faggot  to  the  heap,  which  wiAl  make  a 
terrible  (We  at  U(t,  when  it  i&  thoroughly  kindled  agaioft 
thy  fou}<p 

0»  then,  you  who  defign  to  aj^yroadi  to  the  Lord^l 
table,  be  perfuaded  to 'put  a  bill  of  diforce  into  tlie 
hands  of  ail  your  lufts  and  idol^;  Cafi  atoay  off  jour 
finmr  tratt^iffions^  ^onA  begin  a  new  life :  ReMotdy 
tttm  your  ^back  on  fina,  iatan^  amd  heU  %  and  eome  take 
on  with  a  new  mailer,  and  engage 'in  God's  ftreogth  to 
be  good  fervantB  and  lakhlul  ibldien  of  Jefus  Cfariil 
for  the  time  to  .come,  if  you  do  this,*  God  promileth 
yon  mercy  and  pardon,  and  that  your  former  fins  fliall 
not  fo  much  as  oe  mentioned  to  you,  Ifa«  ir»  7*  Exk. 
xTiti.  21.  I2.  But,  if  you  do  not|  (ereie  wrath  ii 
threatened,  Pfal.  Ixviii*  %u 

The  facrament  doth  work  and  prodoce  eflbfiis,  accoiv 
ding  to  the  (late  and  difpofition  of  the  receivers  theft- 
of ;  as  the  ivaier  of  jealousy  did  to  the  woman  imdef 
ftifptcion  of  uneieannefft»  Numb.  r.  37.  aS*  If  the  wty 
man  was  clean,  then  the  water  did  her  no  huft,  oayt  it 
did  her  gopd,  made  her  concdve  and  become  frtiitfvit 
But,  if  (he  was  defiled  and  unclean,  it  did  her  great  mit 
chief;  <<  Her  belly  did  fweU,her  thigh  did  rot,  andfte 
became  a  curfe.''  It  is  fo  in  receiring  the  £icrament: 
If  a  man  be  in  a  gracious  itate,  and  made  dean  by 
faith,  repentance,  and  reformation,  then  the  facrameiil 
)yrings  a  bleffing,  it  makes  a  man  fpiritnahy  healtbrol 
and  fruitful :  But  if  he  be  defiled  and  impeQiteot,  it 
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floth  him.gfcat  mtldiief  s  like  dte  water  oi  jeadoufyt  it 
doth  |K}'.fosi  and  rot  kts  foul,  and  he  pvovea  a  more  lafr- 
ten  and  wretched  fiimer  than  before.  O  then,  let  noott 
^laptnrc  to  baiiiMr  fin,  and  deaj  falfly  with  God,  wfaeA 
\kA  comes  to  drink  this  water  of  jealonfy* 

•  ^Tbc  PharifeesquarreUed  with  Cfatift,  Matt*  zv.  ^ 
^*  Why  do  thy  dtfciples  tt aij^reia  the  tradition,  of  th« 
elders  ^  £Dr  they  wa(h  not  their. hands  when  thef  estt 
bead."  B«t  on  many^ better  f^ronndsmarweliiiaiTd  manf 
caaimttnicants :  Why  da  ye  tranfgreU  the  command* 
ment  of  the  Lord  ?  for  ye  walh  neither  hands  nor  heart;^ 
nvben  ye  eat  bread  at  the  Lord's  table ;  nay,  ye  prefvme 
to  dip  yottr  fildif  bands  into  tho  diih  with  a  ho^  jeftis  t 
Do  you  think  he  will  bear  widi  fudi  an  affront  from 
Tile-woffmSf  when  it  ia  more  eafy  for  him  to  cm(h  ycm^- 
than  for  you  to  trample  a  worm  wider  your  feet  i  Re^ 
member^  he  is  a  Godefpurtr  eyef  ibmm  ibM  hi  can  iehoU 

Would  yon  hare  God  to  draw  near  to  you  in  this 
holy  ordinance*  then  cleanfe  your  h^nds  and  puriif 
yoor  hearts*  •  Wi^  ye^  mah  you  dtan^  put  a%ioay  the^^e^^ 
of  your  -doings  from  btforo  its  eyesj  ceift  U  do  fui/,  'Oni 
horn  io  do  w#//.  And,  if  ye  would  be  accq>ted  hf 
Ood,  your  turning  from  fia  muft  have  tfaefe  proper** 
ties: 

1^,  It  muft  be  a  cordial  turning  with  aQ  die  heart 
and  fottli  You  mufi:  not  foriake  fin  with  relud^ancy, 
and  by  conftraint,  (as  Phaltiel  left  Michael)  but  willing- 
ly and  rea^. 

"idiy^  You  muft  turn  from  your  fins  pfe&ntly,  and 
without  delay.  Do  not  adrcnture  to  lie  down  and  deep 
with  them  another  flight,  left  your  waking  nest  day  4>e 
in  hell,  or  under  a  fcntence  of  final  hardnefs  or  impe- 
aitcncy :  Yqu  are  not  fare  the  day  of  grace  wiU  iaft,  or 
the  door  of  mercy  ftand  open  till  to^naor^w. 

^diy^  You  muft  turn  from  fin  finally  and  eveilaft« 
if^ly ;  your  quarrel  with  fin  muft  be  irreconcileable  : 
F«r,  if  now  ye  declare  war  asainft  your  finp,  as  the  teat* 
tors  and  murderers  of  your  Lord  and  Mafter,  ye  muft 
draw  the  fword.  againft  tlicm,  and  throw  away  the 
feabbardi  and  vow  never  to  be  fatisfied  till  vou  reven^re 
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Chrift^s  death  upon  theait  ^^^  g^  Atm  uttalf  dtiftn>f» 
cd.  Ot  never  entertain  a  favourable  thdnght  of,  nor 
give  a  kindly  look  to  the  bk)ody  knife  that  killed  yoor 
deareft  friend.  Do  not,  like  many,  who  only  part  mkk 
their  (ins  about  the  time  of  a  communion^or  when^coo^ 
Ibience  is  aWakened  \  but  when  that  is^ovef,  the)r  retvin 
with  the  dog  to  the  vomit.  Many  f^y  to  their  fins»  if 
Abraham  to  his  fervants,  Siay  at  ibf  ftM  of  the  nmtoit 
tiillgo  yp  and  noorjbip^  and  I  wi/i  ritwrn  t9  you  aj^ain  Yon 
ouf^ht  to  fay  fo,  indeed,  to  your  neceffiiry  wordly  afr 
fairs  at  this  tin«^;  but,  for  yonr  fins,  you  fhould  pais 
an  z(k  Gsf  eternal  6>Qi[hment  upon  them^  and  lay  with 
Epdraim,  what  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  i 

^thlyy  You  muft  turn  from  (in  univerfally.  Tos 
mull; not,  like  Herod«  part  with  many  andrefervefoaie, 
hut  readily  give  up  with  all ;  with  inward  heart  (ins,  as 
well  as  outward  and  grofs  fins  -,  with  fins  of  omiiioa, 
as  well  as  of  comiriflion,  with  fecret  fins,  as  well  as  o» 
pen  fins.  And  particularly,  turn  from  yoor  predomi- 
nant fins  whatever  they  be ;  and  from  thofe  fins  diat 
are  common  in  the  age  and  place  wherein  yau>.Jire: 
Referve  no  fin,  nor  darling  luft,  b\it  hew*  thy  bekived 
Agag  in  pieces  before  the  Lord ;  leave  no  grip  of  thy 
heart  to  the  devil»  left  he  puU  thee  to  hell  by  it«. 

Turn  from  all  tongue  fins,  rotten  difcourfe  and  cof< 
nipt  communication.  You  wouM  reckon  it  a  £id  & 
feafe  to  have  your  excrements  come  out^t  your  moutii) 
and  yet,  alas,  tliis  is  the  difcafe  of  many*  O  fweaier, 
turn  from  your  fwearing :  What  mean  ye  to  (tudy  diS 
lai^guage  of  hell,  unlefs  you  would  have  the  work!  be- 
lieve that  you  defign  to  travel  thither  I  For  thofe  who 
are  to  go  to  a  ftrange  country  to  live,  defire  to  learn 
fomethmg  of  the  language  of  the  ccTuntr y  ere  they  go. 
"What  profit  or  pleaf are  have  you  in  this  fin  !  Why  will 
you  dare  heaven  and  defy  God*s  law,  without  va^ 
temptation  ?  What  would  you  fay,  if  men  Cbotild  baie 
or  abufe  your  name,  or  your  father's  name,  as  you  ^ 
the  Lord's  name ! 

Objea.  «<  O,  ((ay  fome,)  it  is  only  the  devil's  nsme 
that  wo  bafflei" 


^.  Tlicve  ift  |i0tfai9g  pltafcs  tho  4fvi}  more  Aam  to 
twre  ki$  iMme  A>  fioqueni^y  vied ;  for  ibi»  Toy  make 
HUb  a  gadj'Wbom  jnu  woribip  ^  pray  tOr  by  Uddipg 
Cbp  4en^  ta)c^  tlMa  or  lh$l» 

Q^^  ^<  I  do  not  bo^  or  ^Nsup  >ut  whfn  I  »|n  in 

^<JA  K,  Tbi^'  if  fm  a§gv9Valion  of  jovff  fin^  firft  to 
b^  m  p«fliWf  aad  th«&  to  fweir :  Do  you  ihink  that 
t^!^  thiy  wUlexcuforanoiber?  ^.  1$  it  j^ft  to  flee  in  the 
ffi^f  «C  your  CreatoV)  bo^aoft  yo«  arf  affiromed  by  ypui^. 
ffdiitrH^atlive  ;  Wit)  you  ftrf>  yovF  father^  bccaafe 
3m>t  m^my  (liib|«  you  (.if  a  m^ii  wrp^g  you,  iriil  yod 
fMii  fpnb  yoHr  jingpr- 09-^4  vbo  never  wronged  ypu» 
:  Qb^^,}S\  (wefMF  W  Uxtlf  patbfb  by  faith,  con-^ 

J^pf.  It  Tbe^vii  would  hafc  yofn  thiifk  thefe  but 
)it^Q  6t|6  Aour  I  fittC  ftay -till  a  dfatb-bed  or  a  judgment-' 
fiMti  and  you  wiU  6nd  him  aiter  his  iH)|te.  %.  Do  you 
think  it  a.  light  matter  to  make  a  como^ubafiie  of  faith^ 
t|)$  ff eeiow  ioftsom^Bt  of  your  juftification  \  or  of 
confciisii^et  that  ib  the  deputy  of  the  great  Cod ;  or  o^ 
ypur  pfQcifW  fottly  that  coft  the  blood  9^  Chrift  to  re*, 
deem  \%h  %^  Tbeif  c^^but  creaturjs^  and  tp  fwear  by 
thcm^ia  pliii^ idolatry  s.For  it  is  a  giving  worflupy  and 
aicribidg  dMnf  altTibumrtgthe  creatiire. 

Ojnmms  and  /wr^novt  be  perfuaded  to  f eriake  thefe 
fiiMy.  afid  turn  lo  God  in  Chcik  for  mercy*  What  will 
Qod  fry  to  you  at  die  great  day,  df  you  do  Hot  ?  You: 
wifiied  im  dbmnation  in  your  ordinary  difeourfe  i  voit 
aft  now  Ji^oldeu  at  your  word)  and  danuied  (hall  you  oe,. 
Tou  fwore  in  your  ordinary  difcourfe,  therefore  Goi 
nmlkfnOittr  mbii  wr4fA%  jdufiaHfui  entit  iM%  his  refi  : 
Tou  GouU  not  fpedi  without  curfing,  therefore  you  (hall 
be  bamlhed  out  of  GcmL's  pretence  with  a  ^urfe  :  Their 
tostfu^i^  that  were  fa  liberal  of  oaths  and  blafphemies, 
.  (batt  fry  in  endleft.aad  oeafelefe  flames,  without  one 
drop  of  water  to  cool  them* 

Again,  O  tidr,  forfake  your  lying,  and  oomf  to  Chrift. 
Tlioi^  this  (in  be  common^  yeteonfider  itismoft  abo- 
luiname  in  the  fight  of  God  :  The  devil  is  the  patron 
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6t  this  En,  and  the  father  of  Han ;  it  was  widi  a  fiehe 
ruined  all  manldnd.  Te  (hall  be  at  gods,  faid  he  to 
our  firft  parents.  There  is  never  a  Ke  thoa  md^eft,  hat 
the  devil  is  at  thine  ear,  and  whifpcrs  it  to  thee,  tiit^ 
member  what  God  did  to  Ananias  and  Sapphnra  fbrtj^ 
iHg,  A&s  T.  he  ftmck  them  dtad  with  a  lie  in  dmr 
mouth ;  and  it  will  be  a  wpndier  of  hir  pa^Acrfce^  if  he 
do  not  io  to  thee.  Do  you  know,  O  liars,  whofe  chil- 
dren you  are  ?  Not  God^s  children,  ibr  thej  are  chd* 
dren  that  will  not  lie  \  and  therefore  yo«  munbe  iiNarfi 
children,  for  he  is  a  liar  from  the  be||tenfaig,  and  the 
father  of  liafs.  Knoweft  thoo*  O  liar,  irliither  thoa 
art  going  ?  Breft  to  thy  fathers*  Shedd  not  lAitdNft 
be  with  their  father  i'  Tou  cannot  look  upward,  sod 
£iy.  Our  father  vMeh  art  in  iksftvii.:  bift  dioa  as^ 
look  downward  and  fay,  Ourfmber^^MA  mri  hi  iiffr 
and  there  it  is  (if  thou  repent  not)  that  thy  longiieihdl 
be  tormented  in  fiames  for  ever.  Trembfe  at  tUs,  O 
liar,  'and  be  afliired  it  is  no  lie  that  f  tel>  yM  r  ^^fTwrn 
ye,  turn  ye ;  for  why  will  ye  die  J*'  ' 

Moreover,  O  drunkard^  turn  from  your  dronksmd^ 
atid  tonoe  to  Chrtft.  While  you  live  in  this  fin,  yoa 
I^e  under  many  woes  and  cunes,  Ha.,  v.  f  r«  vaii  Ifiu 
xtviii.  2.  r  Cor.  vi.  ro;  God*s  curfet  are*  not  fi|ht, 
therefore  itoafce  not  light  of  tHem :  7or>  if  ^e  do^  O 
drunkard,  remember  what  is  abiding  you  -hdMiAer,  e-^ 
ten  a  cu))  of  red  vengeance,  filled  up  wkb  the drcg^  of 
God'swjrath,Whieh  mall  be  poured  down  youf  tbmst 
for  ever ;  and  yet  yoti  (hall  eternally  cry  o«ty  I  iM)f, 
ItUrft :  and  for  all  the  drink  you  have  bad  on^  eardi, 
youeannot  get  there  a  drop  of  ooM  water  to  cool  yoarv 
tohgtte. 

In  the  next  p}ace>  O  covetous^nmn^  cheater  and  de- 
frauder,  turn  from  yout  covetoufneft,  year  tnjaftioei^ 
and  tmr^hleous  gain,  and  eome  to  Chrift.  If  vou  ^ 
2K)t,  yon  fhall  ^  dear  for  ail  your  nnjuft  gain  m  ano- 
ther world ;  ««  God*is*the  avenger  of  all-  fudi  as  yoa 
defraud,"  i  ThefT.  iv.  6.  Tou  think  yourfelf  rery  con- 
iring,  when  you  can  cheat  your  neighbour  of  a  little  mo- 
nkey ;  but,  know  you  not,  that  the  devil  in  the  mean- 
^me^  is  ifiore  cunning- ih  cheating  you  of  your  preciottft 
ifroXf  which  is  infinitely  more  valuable  ? 
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'  O  SMatk-tnakiTf  fecure  and  przjtMt  Gimer,  turn 
jmm  your  Gas  unto  God  and  holincb)  flee  to  Chrift 
^r  (heker  ftom  tbenii  and  the  wrath  due.  to.  them-; 
righteoiifnefs  and  redemption  are  only  to  be  found  in 
^ioi.  Would  you  not  count  htm  mad»  who  being  con- 
demned to  a  cruel  death  for  bafe  crimes,  and  might  e- 
leape  it  if  he  would  accept  of  a  pardon  ready  provided 
for  htm,  and  leave  off  fuch  vile  ads  for  the  future,  would 
^et  obftinatcly  refufe  to  do  it  ^  And,  are  not  you  yet 
madder,  that  flight  your  Saviour,  and  bug  your  lufts, 
"when  your  dunger  is  a  ^houfand  times  greater  I  What 
anadnefs  is  it  to  diflumour  God,  and  damn  your  feu^ 
to  gratify  |he  doril,  or  picafe  a  vile  carcaici  that  fliortjy 
«wUl  be  h  lotfaibme,  that  men  cannot  endure  it  above 
{vouftd? 

J  O  finner,  I  befisech  you,  in  the  name  <^  the  great  and 
fiorfeos  Jclwvab,  and  in  the  name  ofout  glorious  Re* 
deemer,be  recon^ed  toGod,  accept. of  a  pai^on  through 
Chrift^s  Mood,  and  engage  to  quit  thefe  fins  ^t  would 
deftroy  you  Will  yon  pleafe  God,  and  fliew  kindnefs 
to  y0iir  poor  fenl  by  doing  it  ?  However  much  you  have 
abofed  GdnTs  patience,  trampled  his.  love,  flighted  hb 
'Calls,  defpifed  Madireateniogs,  and  undervalued  his  pro- 
mifibs ;  yet  he  is  ftiSL  (landing  and  befeeching  you  tabe 
-teconciled  So  him.  O  wiU  not  all  this  goodneis  melt 
your  heart,  and  cauCs/you,  wtth£phMim,  Jer.  xxxi.  18. 
to  bemoan  yourfelf,  and  cry,  *  Turn  thou  me,OLord» 
and  I  (hall  be  turned  V*  Wtdbout  this  turning,  fee  that 
jfou  venture  not  to  this  f acred  •ordinance  \  let  none  with 
die  running  ulcers  of  Gn  upon  them  oScr  to  Gt  down  ac 
*«his  hdy  tahfet  for  God's  pnre  eyes  cannot  Ipok  up<w 
them.  And  if  you  would  turn  aii^right,  fee  that  ye  tu?m 
Mievingly  to  -God  in  Chrift ;  For  there  is  Qo  accefs  to 
the  King  pf.  heaven,  mthout  fringing  the  PriuQe  of 
peace,  the  King's  Son,  in  your  arms;  no  atonemem; 
without  Chrift,. no  acceptance  but  in  the.  Beloved* 

Lq/lfyf  If  you  would  turn  to  God  aright,  ye  muft  not 
cnly  turn  from  fin,  but  alfo  turn  to  the  ways  of  holinefs 
and  new  obedience*  It  is  not  enough  to  ceafe.to  4o  evil, 
but  you  muft  alfo  learn  to  do  well.  Some  do  part  with 
tb^  fins  of  comffliffion,but  connnneftill  in  Gns  of  onwfr 
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'  fion  s  dvsy  lea^e  thrir  gioft  ont-breakiiigtt  twl  ftffl  Ac- 
KleQ  tommanded  duties.  Bui  die  tree  U  tkot  aalj  ad- 
judged to  the  fire  that  bean  evil  finut,  but  alfo  the^tiee 
diat  beaiB  no  fruit: :  So  that  the  n^gbJl  of  diitj  viK 
damn  us  as  furely  as  die  eommiffion  of  fin..  Cbmani- 
nicants  that  God  will  finile  upon,  azefuch  as  not  ool^ 
forfake  all  known  fin,  but  do  fincesely  endeavour  thvoi^ 
gracei  to  yield  obedience  to  the  whole  Tcveakd  will  «( 
Qod,  and  in  Chrift's  ftreif di  (te  fet  about  the  ferfisras^ 
ance  of  every  commanded  duty. 

But  as  for  thofe  conununicants  Aat4ofiot  Audynev 
cAMdience,  and  do  not  make  confeience  of  peifefmiiig 
every  known  doty,  God  will  ^ay  to  ^idi,  as  he  &idila 
the  wicked,  Pf^.  I,  i6.  17.  "  What  haft  diou  to  M 
that  thou  (houldft  take  my  covenant  (or  the  fe^)  o(  m 
covenant)  in  Ay  mouth,  feeing  thou  caftelt  nay  vmA 
behind  thee  ?"  They  can  exjpcEt  bo  consmuniiB  aid' 
fellowthip  with  him  at  bis  table* 

Sut,  on  the  other  faand^  he  mafcei  very  fvaciMa  and' 
comfortable  promiles  to  thofe  that  ftudy  obedienee,  Jen 
fii.  24.  **  Obey  my  voice,  and  I  wiif  be  yowr  Go<l^a»d 
you  (hail  be  my  oeople."  As  the  prophet  l&iah  ^peikl 
to  the  Jews  c^  tm  ^d  dangs  of  the  land  «f  Canaai^ 
fe  may  we  fay  to  you  concerning  thegoodlhifigsoftiM; 
facrament,  I^i.  i.  i6.  ^<  If  ye  b^  wilUng  and  cbedien^ 
^  Ihali  eat  the  good  of  the  hmd^  As  the  liM  ef 
Canaan  produced  very  precious  fruits,  fettoththe  Lord's 
Ibpper ;  and  thefe^&ir  moie  excellent  than  di^e^  ■  h  is 
Aere  that  ttie  mamrr  and  fatnefs  of  God's  houfe  is  difr 
^ibured  to  his  children.  Wett,  if  }ou  be  vhUoB^  aai 
obedient,  ye  (haH  eat  of  die  goipd  thm^^S  of  die  baw^ 
nient. 

But  fee  diat  your  obedience  fpribg  fipom  right  prindh 
)fkcB^  from  kyve  add  |pratit«de  to  iiod,  Anom  a  tme  natsed 
to  fin,  and  high  ^fteem  of  hplinefs«  it  wa4  as  exceUent 
faying  of  one,  W^4  then  ititth^r  bfuvm  nur  hdl^  jf 
Jin  Jhwid  h^  my  hili  md  bobnefs  99 f  bmvnu  The  i^iri- 
tusiily  enlvgfatened  fotfj  4Qth  fit  an.  iiimrpeaktUe  deferw 
mity  in  fin,  which  camfeth  him  ao  ^Uior  it :  He  fees 
fuch  a  charming  beauty  in  hoMnefe,  tbait  he  cannot  but 
\^  and  dcfive  it. 

Direct. 


DiEBCT.  XIII.  Me^tate  much  upon  the  Dealb  and 
8«fefmgs  ^f  Mir  Lovd  Jefus  Chrift,  befbie  you  ap« 
(fcach  to  his  Tabk. 

IV'OtILt).  you  bave  your  Kearfs  put  la  a  faitibic 
^ommyHioa^firame*  then  read  and  tKink  «nuch  of  the 
fotferiziga  of  Chriil ;  and,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  t^e  a 
clofe  view  -ot  them  on  the  Saturday's  night  before  the 
oommufiion.  Tiiink  en  them  till  your  hearts  melt,  and 
9Sc£doQA  warm  i  yea»  r efolve  you  will  not  give  over 
till  thq)  'f  and  beg  God's  Uefling  on  your  meditatioot 
for  diis  end. 

TUnk  and  wonder  at  the  greatners  oF  the  humilifttion 
o£  the  Son  ef  God4  Admire  the  low  (loop  and  coado* 
ibenfion  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  King  of  glory,  that 
he  ihould  be  content  for  os  to  become  a  cfeature,  and 
fuch  A  jnean  creature  as  man  (  that  he,  who  was  equal 
with.Godj.Cbould  t>ecome  lets  than  GotH,  John  xiv*  28* 
vea,  le(s;tban  angels^  Heb.  U.  .7,  yea*  to  be  deprefled 
below  the  ordinary  condition  of  man,  Ffal.  zxii,  6.  **  1 
am  a  worm,"  &c.  Thinlc  how  he  denuded  himfeif  of  all 
his  xiches  and  glory  ^  that  though  he  was  the  heir  of  aU 
thinjg^  yet,  for  our  iakes,  he  became  fo  poor^  that  he 
bad  not  a  cradle  of  his  own  <o  If  in  when  horn,  a  houft 
to  lay  his  head  in  while  he  lived^  aor  9^  grave  .to  be  bu- 
tied  m  when  be  died.  He  left  his  throne  of  ftate^  t« 
lodge  in  die  virgin's  womb  :  He  is  born,  not  in  his 
mpthcr's^ttfe^  but  in  a  common  .inn«  and  the  bafcft 
pljftce  of  the  inn,  a  ftahle,  the  inn  bein^  probably  taken 
up  by  pcvfons  of  richer  .quality  ;  He  is  cradled  la  i 
maogetf  having  no  better  place  allowed  him  On  earth, 
thoogh  tbe  hkheft  heavens  were  too  mean  for  him. 

Tmnk  how  he  was  carried  to  a  wi]dcme(s  to  fall  and 
watch,  and  live  forty  days  among  the  wild  beafts,  haunt* 
pA  and  templed  by  the  devil,  and  (adly  buffeted  by  lua 
own  flaves  i  and  all  this  for  us.  . 

View  him  going  about  on  foot,  hungry,  thirftf:,  and 
weary,  yet  always  doiqg  £oad ;  And  Ac  more  good  he 
4id  to  fouU  and  DodipSi  the  more  was  lie  hunted  and 
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perfrnited,  Teproached  atid  bbfphemed ;  and  d  dm  kf^ 
mat  fakes. 

.  View  bim  entering  loto  the  f^rden  of  GpetKfemnet 
beginning  to  fear,  turn  faeavjr,  and  cry  out*  Mj  fadu 
exteedimg  forrowful  even  umto  deflth*  What  made  bin 
heavy,  but  the  dead  weight  of  our  fins»  and  die  cnrfei 
of  the  law  annexed  to  them  ?  Behold  him  complajning 
to  his  poor  difciples,  that  could  make  no  help  to  bun ; 
xieither  they  nor  the  angek  in  heaven  durft  toocb  his 
Ioad|  nor  tafte  his  cup  r  He  could  have  helped  theai» 
but  they  could  not  help  hini.  Yea,  he^gotnot  fo  mttdi 
as  fympathy  from  ihem^  they  fell  aO^p  when  he  was 
at  the  worft,  and  left  him  to  tread  out  the  wine  pr^ 
alone,  and  all  for  our  fakes.  '  * 

View  him  in  his  fearful  agony  and  Woody  fweafp 
foiling  fometimes  on  his  knees,  and  fometimes  on  ids 
£ice,  praying  once,  praying  again,  and  pnying  the  thirl 
time,  that  die  cup  might  paft  from  him,  till  he  is  orer- 
\i^elmed  and  covered  irith  his  own  blood.  Behold  dte 
great  drops  of  blood  bi:hrftmg  thioudi  and  ibnding  »- 
bove  bis  garments,  and  fattingaod  lymg  upon  diegrmnl 
lound  al^ut  him ;  being  at  this  time  preft  betwiit  the 
milftone  of  God's  juiUce  and  our  fios^  Bdioid  Uss 
fweattng  without  heat,  and  bleeding  widurot  a  woond; 
the  fire  and  the  wound  were  inward,  even  in  his  fei^« 
How  freely-di|I  the  fountain  of  his  pieciocisbhwdopen 
and  run  to  wafli  us  ?  Every  vein  and  pore  pours  out  a 
ftreani,  not  waiting  for  the  tormentors,  and  all  for  our 
£ikes.' 

Behold  him  betrayed  and  ioli fir  thirty  fieati  effiher^ 
taken  and  bound  with  cords  like  a  thief;  yea,  bound 
fafty  as  Judas  bade,  and  fo  faft  (as  fome  fay)  that  the 
blood  did  burft  out  of  his  tender  hands.  (^  yoor 
hearts  or  eyes  hold,  to  fee  thoie  hands,  that  made 
heaven  and  earth,  wrung  together  and  bnufedwith 
hard  cords :  To  fee  him  bound  that  came  to  fet  the 
^rifoiiers  free,  and  loofe  us  who  were  Satan's  bond- 
ilaves  I  Bleft  Jefus,  had  not  the  cords  of  thy  own  love 
tyed  thee  fafter  than  the  cords  of  thy  enemies,  though 
diey  bad  been  the  ftiongeft  cid)eb  or  yon  chainst  d^ 
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ooald  not  htre  lidd  dm :  But  diou  w^  a  wilfingt 
prlibiier  fixr  our  lakes. 

Bdiold  bim  ftnick  opon  tfae&cet  ^tt  i^poti,  buffee» 
ed»  blindfolded,  mocked,  and  crnelly  affronted  by  rode 
fbldiers,  a  whole  night :  Thonp;h  he  could  have  breadi* 
cd  them  into  hell,  yet  he  mceUj  heUs  his  peace,  and 
patiently  fuffefs  all  for  our  fakes. 
-  Behold  fab  lofelj.couotenance  all  disfifrOred  by  tiieir 
|dliicktngf4he  haii  from  his  cheek»  with  pincers,  Ifau  L 
6»  The  fweeieft  face  tha^  ever  the  fun  faw  was  all  be- 
fnoeaied  with  **  blood  and  fpttting,  yet  he  hid  not  his^ 
face  from  ibaoie.^ 

.  BehoU  him  Jed  up  and  down  from  place  to  pbce^ 
widi  a  rididalons  gacb  pot.  upon  htm,  and  yet  never  le- 
fifta :  He  is  abufed  and  difgraced ;  a  BarMar,  a  txauH 
4cser,  the  vil^  malefa£lof  in^U  Jenifalemy  isftefened 
llotee  him }  and  yet  he  coaij^ilaiiAS  not*  View  lum  a» 
lie.waa'U&d  by  hts  own  family^  his  chofna  dKtiples  i 
one  of  diem  betrays  him,  another  ot  them. denies  him». 
SBilraUt  the  reft  fomke  him,  and  kare  him  alone  among 
bis  bloody  enonues  hands. 

^BehoM  him,  that  ^dbl^  $be  Utus  of  the  fidd^taiigi^ 
airbed  :  Behold'  htm  fcourged  backaad  fide ;  yeafooorg* 
^  above  meafttie.  (Pihte  thinking  thereby  tofavc  & 
Ufey  tiU  all  the  pavementiof  Pilate's  judgoient^hall  about 
Ikum  is.bedewed  with  htatpreciotts  bloods  Tet  it  ^aiU 
fiftg^tgawt.Us  haei  to  iie/mittriy  that  we  might  be  freed 
fromy^e  everlsfting  laihes  o£  God's  wrath  in  bdt. 

Behold  him  with  a  platted  crown  of  thoras  upon  ln» 
h^,  with  the  fliarp  points  turned  inward,  and  driven 
into  his  head,  till  they  pierced  his  head  and  dtuil  in  am 
hundred  places }  and  fo  he  is  concent  to  be  as  tlie  cam 
caught  in  the  thickets,  to  be  fiicrificed  in  our  rooau 
Behold  a  newfiiower  of  blood  running  down  his  n6ck 
and  whole  body :  Oh  I  it  was  my  fins  that  platted  the 
tboms)  and  they  were  the  reeds  that  drave  them  in« 

Behold  him,  after  all  theijp  fu£Feriogs,  put  to  bear  fats 
heaVy  crofs,  upon  his  fore  and  bleedmg  ftouUers ;  widi 
what  patience  and  humility  did  he  bear  the  law  curfed 
tree  that  was  weighed  down  with  our  (ins,  and  the  law*a 
oirfes  fattened  to  it  ^  Yes;  he  bears  without  complaint 

tin 
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faint  under  the  burden,  till  another  miA  lie}p».    Itfos. 
Mt  the  cfoiii  tbat  ouHfe  Mm  faini  v  ht  hvl  a.  frerter 
faunleii  to  btar  tfaati  ten  thoofiiiid  waiMa,,  eves  die  » 
finite  wrath  of  God  due  to  our  fins. 

BebiaU  him  ftackched  out  nakedy  a»A  hni  vpoo  i» 
ground,  that  they  might  take  tlis  meaf««B  of  Ui  Mf 
anil  the  holes  for  the  naib:  yea,  Aoymahe  thcipliBfcr 
thaa  they  oecd,,  diat  lixsf  migiit  ham  csacilji  aiMi  lacfc 
him  at  once.  Behold  the  ,£onr  iaf|p  mate  damn  ib 
thsowh  the  vioft  fioa wy  and  fenfiUe  parra  of  his  body^ 
and  the  crols  lift  up  with  the  Lord  of  ghvy  ittiled  to  ht 
V^  whtfii  k  felk  xneoc theluile  dined  m^  ^  fsM  of  tt, 
how didtfae faUienil  and  tear;  his  vhofca  body)  Hii 
own  weight  was  his  tortvre  \  and  the  hmgcir  he  lively 
his  woti^da  gfew  the  wtdar.  Hishaoadi^aKdfNrBt 
fiied^  he  cannot  tnm  any  wof  for  ea£i:  The  btod. 
fiveanied  dowa  fiar  fbreral  faours^  dU  h^  e^nred;  andft 
tbeie  tortnvos* 

.  Ashold  bin»  Inoging  onia-  oofs  hetmxt  htmrnn^  ami' 
tarihf  a$  if  he  had  been  unwortbyol  spheeiaii^Rrof 
thenn :  Bitmmct  tnvty  iiutwsf  as  if  ho  had!  hoc»  tbegmt^ 
eft  »ak£a£ior  of  the  three^  |lis  fiiflBEringa  were  ubm 
iKifal,  and  did  ettcnd  over  all  the  parti,  aod  powoift  of 
big  Caul  and  body ;  no  part  free;  faux  hb  tongse,  which 
was  at  Kbtrty  to  paay  for  his  enemicB.  He  fuiered  li 
iXLhit/kttJis  /  laBjigi^  was  torsnented  with  the  ^comffil 
j^efturesof  thofe  that  pafied  by,  waggit^  their  beads  t 
his  l?eariftg  with  tanHtf  and  mocls ;  his  /mM  with  the 
naoieous  favour  of  dead  vunsjkuils ;  his^/^  wudi  j^ 
and  vinegar ;  his  feeling  with  the  nails  and  tborss  thai 
pierced  hit  head,  haods,t  and  feet 

■  Behold  him  on  the  crofs,  fuffering  till  his  (bcngth  is 
diied  up  like  a  potiherd  ;  his  tongue  dsares  to  his  jawir 
till  he  cnea  out,  1  thirfL  And  no  wonder  he  dbirkedf 
for,  befides  alt  die  loCi  of  his  btood,  he  was  fcootged 
with  the  fire  of  God*s  wrath.  Tea^  the  armus  rf  the 
Ainughif  were  within  him,  the  fot^n  vAenetf  did  driak 
tip  his  spirit. 

Behold  him  at  the  worft,  crying  out  for  relief,  Mj 
Gcd,  ffyf  G^,  why  hafi  thou  forsaken  me  f  But  yet  ootc^- 

Ucf 
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lief  appears,  there  is  none  to  anfwer:' Yea»  his  dwn 
fteoy  his  own  heaven,  his  own  Father,  his  own  God- 
heady  hid  their  faces  and.  confolations  from  him.  He 
13  left  alone  in  midft  of  deyils  and  enemies  infulttng  o- 
▼er  him;  He  falls  a  facrifice  toincenfed  juftice,  for  out 
heinous  guilt  and  provocations. 

Behold  the  Son  of  righteoufnefs  under  a  fearful  e* 

clipte.     For  a  candle  to  be  put  out  is  no  great  matter^ 

btit  for  the  fun  to  be  darkened  is  marvellous  and  fbangCi 

In  the  next  place,  take  a  view  of  his  williilgnefa  to^ 

faffer  all  tbeie  things  for  us.     He  quickens  Judas  to  do* 

his  work,  and  be  goes  out  to  meet  his  perfecutors,  and 

boldly,  tells  them,  that  he  was  the  man  they  fought :  He 

v^lN  not  fuffer  Peter  or  the  angels  to  do  any  thbg  for 

his  refcue,  becaufe  of  his  defire  to  drink  the  .cup  which 

the  Father  had  given  him,  John  xviii.  iz.     And,  God 

knows,  a  full  and  bitter  cup  it  was,  being  all  mingled 

with  guilt,  wrath,  and  curfes,  heaped  up  and  rtmning 

over :  A  cup,  which,  if  men  or  angels  had  tailed,  the^  ~ 

had  all  ftagger^d  and  fallen  back  headlong  into  hell : 

Tet,  how  cheerfully  did  he  drink  it  for  us  ?"  He  was  not 

like' the  legal  fecrifices,  dragged  to  the  altar;  no,  he 

went  willingly  to  it,  and  tyed  himfelf  with  the  cords  of 

love  to  the  horns  of  it. 

O,  what  aieflions  ftould  the  confideration  of  thef&> 
.  things  ftir  up  in  the  fouls  of  communicants  !    Are  ye 
going  up  to  mount  Calvary,  to  fee  Chrift  crucified  -,  and» 
will  not  ye  think  on  hb  fufferings,  and  be  afie&ed  with 
them,  ere  ye  go  ? 

Tou  may  here,  as  in  a  looking-glafs,  behold  what  you 
deferved  at  the  hands  of  a  juft  God«  if  Chrift  had  not 
interpofed  for  you;  Tou  may  fee  the  wondrous  love  o£ 
Chrift  that  pafleth  knowledge,  which  ought  to  kindle  a 
flame  of  love  in  your  hearts.  Tou  may  fee  the  curfed 
nature  and  demerit  of  Gn,  that  cxpofed  Chrift  to  fo  much 
Ibrrow  and  fuffering.  Can  you  look  on  him  whom  you 
have  thus  pierced,  and  not  mourn  bitterly  for  fin  that 
'  did  it,  and  hate  it  as  the;  moft  ugly  thing  in  the  world  ? 
Would  not  your  heart  rife  agaunft  the  nxani  yea,  againft 
the  knife  that  killed  your  father,  brother,  huiband,  or 
friend  \  and,  will  not  your  hearts  rife  agisuinft  fiot  ^^^ 
Vox.,  I.  3  0^  has 
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has  UUei  Urn  that  is  inftead  tif  all  ttfaHsou^aiid  AoaU 
be  ftr  dearer  to  us  dnn  a  thoufattdfathen  orisrodienf 
Can  we  look  on  OvU^b  foffenngi,  oatd  mat  ouke  fi»- 
Icfnn  TOWS  againft  fin^  and  pan  widi  lyfaig*  fweafio^ 
fabbath-bomkhifr^  &c  that  crucified  him  ?  When  tk 
king  of  Moab  was  preiTed  hasd  by  Urael,  he  took  bii 
eldeft  (on  thatt  ihcndd  hanre  reigned  in  hk  ftead^  and 
offered  hmi  up  for  a  faumt  iacrifioe  upon  the  wsdis,  a 
Kings  iii.  ^7.  wheieopon  they  rai&dthe  fiQge»andwcit 
^me.  Welt)  the  great  God  hath  taken  h»  Dtthr  Soo, 
Tacrificed  him  to  jaftice»  that  we  night  therdby  be  pt»* 
fuaded  to  leave  off  fighting  againft  Mavem 

d,  let  this  ftrange  ?&,  which  is  bothan  a£k  of  jiAioe 
and  goodnefs,  fo  over-awe  your  hearts  wiiii  fear,  and 
overcome  thean  with  bvC)  that  yon  mky  kave  off  to  at 
fend  God  any  more. 


SiiiEcT.  XIV.  Be  frDqnent  and  fefvant  in  Prayer,  b» 
fore  you  Approitch  to  i!he  Lord*^  TaUe. 

THEY  ^at  forget  God  in  theur  diofals  Mid  ftmUkh 
are  not  fit  to  come  and  remember  him  at  his  tabk$ 
therefore  let  no  prayerlcfs  foul  venture  duther/  Tot 
ought  to  double  vonr  pravers  and  neAages  lo  heaven 
that  week,  and  cftpecially  macnig^thefbtey«nappfoa(h 
to  this  ordinance  $  if  ever  yon  prayed  and  wveftkd  with 
God,  now  (houki  be  the  time  of  it.  As  the  heaAen 
fhip>ma(ler  faid  to  Jonah,  fo  fay  I  to  tbeCt  O  oomna- 
nicant,  Jonah  i.  6.  **  Arife,  O  fleeperi  and  ^all  npoa 
thy  God,  if  fo  he  that  God  will  4mk  upon  dvse  wt 
thou  perHh  not/'  O  flecp  not  now^  when  yon  ate  ia 
hazard  of  eating  and  drinUng  etevnal  dasmafian ;  but 
be  praying  wlien  others  are  fceping*  This  aoorfe  wS 
furely  redoniTd  to  thy  advanuge,  and  be  the  aieaas  of 
procuring  fpecial  blewngs  to  Wf  fouK  When  ^vas  Jt 
that  God  gave  commiflfon  to  ^pen  Paafs  «yca,  wai  fil 
him  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  then,  when  he  was  eai^ 
neft  in  prayer  to  God,  Ads  ik.  1 1.  17.  •*  fiehM  he 
prayeth.'— The  Lovd  hath  fent  me  (faid  Ananias)  dutt 
thou  mtghteft  receive  thy  fight^  and  be  filled  with  tbc 

Hoi; 
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Holy  Ghoft."    So,  if  yon  weic  eameft  in  pmyerberore 

die  fectamenty  God  would  notice  you  as  ne.did  Paul, 

and  gbe  charge  to  this  ordinance  to  be  the  mei^na  of 

eoUghtiming  thy  firal,  and  filling  thee  with  the  Holy 

Ghoft.    It  was  at  the  (acramentof  haptifm  that  Chvift'e 

prayers  opened  heaven>  and  farought  dowo  the  Holy 

Ghoil  ttpon  hun  :   So  at  the  fscrament  of  the  Lovd't  * 

fppper  the  fervent  prayers  of  a  believiog  communicant 

will  open  heaven^  and  bring  down  the  gracious  infla-* 

ences  of  the  holy  Spirit  upon  him*    Tonr  work  at  this 

time  is  Very  great,  mnd  much  need  have  you  to  look  tor 

God  m  Qirift,  and  plead  with  him  for  his  fpecial  alBft- 

anoe :   Ton  have  very  great  encouragement  to  dti  it  i 

for  God  never  calls  any  to  do  his  work»  but  he  helps 

them  in  it.     It  is  &id»  1  Chron.  xv.  26.  That  <<  God 

helped  the  Levites  that  bare  the  ark.**    One  would  think 

that  the  work  of  fasarxng  the  ark»  needed  no  more  help 

from  God  than  the  general  concourfe  of  his  providence  1 

and  yet  Qod  helped  them  with  fpecial  affiftance.    And 

if  he  helped  the  Levites  to  bear  the  ark»  becaufe  it  was 

his  work ;  will  he  not  help  us  to  veceive  the  facrament^ 

vd^h  he  hath  inftituted  for  difplaying  his  gloryt  if  w^ 

fincerely  feek  his  heljp  ?  Ton  have  many  errands  at  this 

time  to  the  dsrone  of  grace,  for  you  have  many  things 

to  pray  for. 

.  1.  lou  ought  m  general  to  pray  fer  preptrstion  for 
dib  fole'mn  feaft  :  **  For  the  prepaiation  of  the  heart 
in  man  is  from  the  Lord/'  Prov.  xvi.  r.  Lay  out  the 
cafe  of  your  heart  and  (bul  before  the  L0rd»  and  fay» 
^*  Lord,  thou  called  me  to  a  very  folemn  ordtnance  i 
and|  who  is  fufficient  fbrthofe  things  ?  I  have  neither 
a  meet  facrifice  to  offer,  nor  a  meet  temple  to  receive 
thee  in.  I  know  not  how  to  pray,  or  to  prepate  my»- 
k\{\  how  to  receive  Chrift,  or  behave  f^yfeif  at  his 
table*  behold  the  bridegroom  cometh»  but  I  am  not 
ready;  I  want  the  wedding^garment:  Oh,  what  fliall 
I  do  for  clothing  to  my  naked  foul  i  My  bdoved  hath 
fpoke,  faying,  lUfe  up,  ray  love,  my  Uk  one,  and  come. 
.  away.  I  have  heard  his  voice ;  but  Oh,  I  am  not  ftir- 
ring  for  it :  My  heart  faith,  Tei  a  littltjliep^  yet  a  IMe, 
.pmhtr.  Lord,  awake  my  heart,  ftir  up  my  gi^ces,, 
3  Qjl  a»d' 
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and  pi^are  me  for  a  meeting  with  my  SaViour.  Jjoti, 
thou  art  die  giver  of  grace  at  well  as  of  glory,  thoa 
muft  give  the  frame  as  welt  as  the  feaft  ;  for  whfaoit 
thee  we  have  nothing,  we  can  do  nothing ;  Ihon  pie- 
pareft  a  table  for  me  in  this  wildemeft;  bat,  fliaH  tit 
time  of  receiving  come  before  thoa  comeft  into  my  fod 
to  ftir  up  thy  graces  in  me  ?  What  commerce  can  a  doA 
heart 'have  with  a  living  God  ?  Lord,  thon  knoweft  m; 
fins,  and  the  unpreparednefs  6f  my  heart ;  and,  if  thou 
wilt  mark  iniquity,  O  Lord,  who  (halt  ftatid  ?  My  fe* 
ty  preparations  and  beft  performances  carry  in  then 
matter  of  indi£iment  againft  my  foul.  But,  Lari, 
thoueh  my  fins  be  many  and  great,  yet  dddi  not  tk 
blood  of  Chrift  cry  louder  for  pardon  than  nly  fins  ds 
for  punifhment  ?  O  that  the  cry  of  that  blood  maf 
wholly  drown  the  cry  of  my  fins  at  this  tkne,  and  ao- 
fwer  for  the  defe£ls  of  my  preparation.  <%,  let  not 
my  foil),  whofe  only  hope  is  to  be-  fared  by  Cbiifs 
blood,  be  fent  away  fcom  his  table  with  the  guih,  io* 
ftead  of  the  comfort  of  that  blood  upon  me. 

2.  And,  mere  particularly,  you  ought  to  pray  for  f«v» 
ing  knowledge :  bay,  <<  Lord,  I  am  naturally  alienated 
and  eftranged  from  thee,  thro'  the  ignorance  that  is  ia 
me  ;  O  give  me  underftanding,  that  I  may  know  thee^ 
and  the  myftery  of  favin^  grace.  Haft  thott  not  faid, 
that  the  o^enant  thon  wilt  make  wiA  thy  peoplels  tliii, 
«<  They  fhall  all  know  thee  from  the  leaft  evete  to  die 
greateft  ?''  O  give  me  right  up-takings  of  thy  covenant, 
whidi  is  well  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fare  !  Give 
ffzce  tb  Jmow  the  nature,  necefiity,  ufe,  and  ends  of 
this  ordinance,  which  is  the  compend  and  feat  of  it,  that 
fo  I  may  receive  it  with  underftanding,  and  righdy  dif- 
cern  the  Lord's  body.'' 

3.  Pray  for  holy  reverence  and  humUity  of  fpirit« 
*'  Lord,  aftck  my  heart  with  aweful  reverence  of  tkc 
greatnefs  and  holtneis  of  thy  majefty,  to  whom  I  am  to 
make  fo  near  an  approach,  and  with  whom  I  am  to  reoev 
covenant.  Oh,  how  dnrft  I,  who  am  finful  dull  anJ 
afhes,  prefume  to  come  fo  near  thee,  unlefs  thoa  kadft 
invited  and  commanded  me  ?  O  for  deep  felf-afaafemcnt 
and  hutnility  of  ibul  when  I  go  to  receive  the  uxJfeak' 

able 
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able  gift  of  Gfod!    O  what  a  wonderful  gift  Is  Jefus 
Chrift  to  fuch  an  unworthy  an4  iU-deferving  creature 
%%  I  am  !     Locd,  give  me  grace  whereby  I  may  ferve 
*thee  acceptably,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear. 

4.  Pray  for  godly  forrow  and  contrition  for  finw 
^  Lord,  take  awdy  my  heart  of.  (lone,  and  give  me  a 
heart  of  flcifti,  that  I  may  lothe  myfelf  in  my  own  fight 
forallmy  iniquities  and  abominations.  Mayl  abhor  them 
as  the  fcourges,  thorns,  n^ils,  and  fpear,  that  afflicted  my 
liord  and  Saviour :  And  may  I  be  weary  and  heavy  la- 
4len  with  the  burden  of  my  fins,  fo  that  Chrift 'may  give 
ne  reft*  Lord,  help  me  10  to  accufe  myfelf,  that  thou 
fnayeft  acquit  me ;  fo  to  judge  and  condemn  myfelf, 
that  thou  mayeft  abfolve  me  \  and  fo  to  cxercife  a  holy 
revenge  upon  myfelf,  that  thou  mayeft  fpare  me.  The 
days  of  mourning  for  my  Redeemer's  death  are  at  hand ; 

0  that  then  I  may  flay  my  moft  beloved  lufts,  and  be 
revenged  on  them  for  it,  and  for  their  endeavours  to  rob 
me  of  my  fpirituah  birthright,  my  eternal  bleflednefs  ! 

'    O  that  I  may  come  to  thy  table,  and  receive  a  bleeding 
Saviour  with  a  broken  heart." 

5.  Pray  for  faith,  both  for  the  being  and  the  increafe 
of  faith.  **  Lord,  faitJi  is  thy  own  gift,  as  well  as  Chrift  4 

1  believe.  Lord,  help  my  unbelief.  O  for  faith's  eye  to 
look  upon  Chrift,  faith's  wings  to  flee  to  Chrift,  faith's 
arms  to  embrace  Chrift,  faith's  mouth  to  feed  on  Chrift^ 
faith's  haiid  to  apply  Chrift  1  When  I  fee  the  bread  and 
wine  on  the  table,  O  let  me  fise  a  bleeding  crucified  Je- 
fus. Let  me  not  only  eat  the  bread  of  the  Lord,  but 
the  bread  which  is  the  Lord.  May  this  ordinance  be  a 
lively  refemblance,  remembrance,  and  application  of 
Chrift's  fufferings  to  me  \  and  may  I  be  helped  fo  to  put 
my  finger  into  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  my  hand  into 
his  fide,  that  I  may  be  perfuadcd  of  his  fuffering  and  dy- 
ing for  me }  and  may  I  ^*  not  be  faithlefs  but  believing,*' 
and  may  fay  with  Thomas,  '^  My  Lord  and  my  God  'i* 
and  withPaji^I,*'  He  loved  me^and  gave  himfelf  for  mej** 

'  and  with  the  fpoufe,  *'  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  ain 
his-'^  O  that  I  may  fo  touch  him,  that  I  may  feel 
.  ftr^^igth,  peace,  and  virtue  come  from  him,  and  be  Jieal- 
fd  of  all  my  plagues  and  uncleaancfles  !   Let  me  fo  by 

faith 
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faith  feed  on  his  Uefled  body^  and  bathe  my  fQBl  in  Us 
precious  Uood,  that  I  may  be  filled  with  peace  and  jof 
m  believing ;  yea,  *'  my  foul  maj  magnify  tUe  Loiii| 
and  my  fpirit  rejoice  in  God  ray  Saviouf.* 

6.  Pray  for  love  to  God  and  Cbrift,  "  Lordi  circam- 
cife  my  heart  to  love  tlie  Lord  with  all  my  fovl,  withal 
my  ftrength.  Ijot^^Jhed  abroad  thy  Uve  in  mf  cold  aaJ 
frozen  heart,  and  inflame  it  with  fervent  afie^on  asl 
defires  towards  thee,  that  I  may  be  adifciple  whom  J^ 
fixs  loveth,  and  that  leans  on  his  breaft.  O  that  **  Chnft 
^  may  dwell  in  my  heart  by  faith,  and  dkat,  being  root- 
ed and  grounded  in  love,  I  may  be  able  to  compreb«i^ 
with  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth  and  length,  thcdepik 
and  heighth:  and  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  paf 
cth  knowledge.*^  O  thaUihe  remembrance  df  Chrtift 
iove  may  tranfport  me  with  love,  captivate  my  will,  and 
engage  all  my  afFe£iions  to  him.  Lord,  tbo^  I  carnxC 
fay,  lamjich  of  love  to  thee,  yet  I  defire  to  be  fick  that 
I  cannot  love  thee  more.  O  for  grace  that  I  may  be 
sombered  among  them  that  hvt  ike  Lard  Jefus  Ckrjf 
infncerityj* 

7.  Pray  for  love  to  aU  the  people  of  God.  **  Lo'4 
make  all  thofe  lovely  in  mine  eyes,  to  whom  thrift  i> 
precious  :  That  I  may  "  know  I  am  pafl^d  from  death 
to  Kfe,  bccaufe  I  love  the  brethren.'*  O  for  a  waiffl 
love  to  all  thofe  who  are  Chrift's  friends,  on  whocn  be 
hath  fet  his  heart,  and  to  whom  he  hath  given  bis  Spi- 
rit ;  that  fo  my  heavenly  Father  may  look  down  u|k» 
his  children,  teafting^  together  in  mutual  love  and  de- 
light, in  remembrance  of  that  great  love  which  he  bach 
already  (hewn  to  usi  and  with  joyful  expcfbtions » 
thcfe  great  things  he  hath  further  promifed  to  nj* 
And,  Lord,  feeitig  thou  haft  fo  loved  me,  let  mc  be 
pcrfcftly  reconciled  to  every  man,  that  I  may  **  to** 
my  very  enemies,  and  do  good  to  them  that  hate  tne. 
May  every  fpark  of  anger,  malice,  and  envy,  be  utterly 
extinguifticd  in  me."  ^ 

8.  Fray  for  new  obedience.  *»  Lord,  Cnce  th<H»g5^«^ 
this  heavenly  feaft  only  to  thy  difciples,  O  make  b»c 
one  of  them,  and  let  me  attain  this  mark  of  a  dlfciF^ 
obedience  fo  my  matter.    Lord.  I  cannot  eat  the  p'" 
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mtr  abd  ftay  in  Egypt  ftin,  in  the  ibnrice  of  Saffati. 

•Ad  in  bandage  to  my  hifts  :  O  Mng  myfouimt  rfprU 

J^  and  kt  iftt  ieftt  ihe  ptfffover  with  mj  loins  girt,  veA 

-tfcsdf  lo  march  towards  die  ptOfBifcd  kMul.  O  Keip'>rite 

-to  «M^  «»^  iEuwu/i  mikftocmce^  thstfo  I  may  tneotftpt^  Ay 

^tsr.    O  make  tne  tifiUiftg  mnd  •beJUetHj  that  I  ma^  Mil 

she  good  of  this  ordinaMce.     And  4tiay  tie  ifv^  ^  Gtr^T 

-erejhakti  ivw  to  a  ooarfe  of  fincere    univerfal  <Ae^ 

ence^  that  i  may  run  in  th  wtyi  of  thy  ^ommahd' 

enents.    fieehig  Chrift  ofier^  him&lf  to  me^'by  w^f  of 

itiirireftdori  to  receive  him  as  a  Saviour»  and  fiAfnrfc  ID 

him  as  a  prince.     And,  on  that  folemn  feaft  of  -AoAi-  ' 

•cation,  let  me  come  .and  dedicate  myielf  to  thee,  fet 

fnyfeif  apart  for  dice,  that  aU  aiy  day^  I  may  live  to-thy 

praife.'*' 

9.  Pray  for  heart-pnrity,  fixednefs  and  fpiritttafiify 
4!hat  yott  niay  be  fit  to  entertwn  converfe  with  a  My 
God.  <'  Lord,  heip  «ie  to  lay  aGde  and  leaiFe  bebiad 
•me  an  vain,  «arthiy  and  unfeafonable  dvoughts  and  i« 
tnaginflftioiis,  that  I  may  attend  fipon  thee  without  d3^ 
tra&on.  Olet  not  worldljy  or  wandering  thoughts 
come  in»  to  ftir  up  or  difturb  the  beloved  or  my  imi : 
Let  theifi  not  come  njear,  or  difpleale  htm :  Kor  call 
•  tne  away  from  entertaititng  and  enjoying  of  him.  Lorl, 
Ud  them  be  gone.  Alas  .!  my  heart  is  iiat«irs^  m, 
great  dfforderj  and  whotiy  indtipoTed  for  fuch  fokmti 
and  (pirttuai  work :  But,  O  thou  who  catleft  me  to  k, 
do  thou  dti^fe  my  heart  for  it/' 

so.  {Vay  for  ibirituat  hunger  and  thirft.  Ltrd^  dm 
wt  ready  to  give  tread  to  ihe  itengry^  and  the  water  -tf 
kfe  to  him  that  is  a  thirfi  :  But  hoih  tie  a^eti^  and  fie 
fiody  the  fieiing  rf  want  and  the  r^ief^  ere  from  tbee^ 
O  forixnlarged  affections  and  defires  after  tlnsordinaaae 
anfwerme  to  my  need  of  k.  Lord,  create  and  ftir  op 
10  me  hirneft  longings  and  a  {pirituat  Appetite  TJkxa 
this  heavenly  food ;  t£it  fo  with  deGre  I  may  'de&re  to 
eat  this  paflbver.  <*  As  the  hart  panteth  &fter  the 
water-brooks,  fo  let  me  pant  after  thee>  O  God.  Lord, 
enlarge  my  hearty  and  open  my  mouth  wide,  that  thou 
mayeftfiUit/*' 
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1 1.  Praj  for  fpiritual  thankfulneis,  and  holf  ky,  a 
partaking  of.  ^b  feaft.  /*  O  make  me  to  relUhthisk»> 
vcnly  food»  and  receive  it  with  a  thankful  heart,  kc 
me  not  fit  fad  and  deje£i^ed,  as  if  1  liked  not  the  pron- 
fioQ,  or  thought  myielf  not  welcome  :  But  take  me  v^ 
to  the  banqueting  houfe,  and  let  my  foul  be  fatisfied  at 
with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  that  my  mouth  may  prufe 
thee  with  joyful  lips.  I  am  to  feed  on  angels  food,  0 
let  me  be  employed  in  angels  work,  praife. .  Ut 
my  foul  rejoice  in  Jefus  Chrift  as  my  portion  \  vai 
triumph  in  his  mighty  a£tS|  in  his  victories  and  ptf* 
chafe.'* 

12.  Pray  for  the  afliftance  of  God's  Spirit  In  this  voxk 
^^  Lord,  cad  me  not  away  from  thy  prefence,  take  oo^ 
thy  holy  Spirit  from  me ;  for  without  thee  I  hare  iw 

,  thing.  I  can  do  nothing.  Lord,  thou  haft  promM 
and  declared  thyfelf  more  willing  to  give  the  Spirit  n 
them  that  afk  it»  than  parents  to  give  bread  to  tk^ 
children.  Our  love  to  our  children  is  but  hatred,  our 
compaflion^hardnefs>  in  cbmparifon  of  thine  to  tfaycM' 
dren :  O  do  not  then  deny  me  when  my  need  is  fo  |teaL 
Thou  never  faidft  to  any  of  the  feed  of  Jacob,  feck  jc 
my  face  in  vain«  Lord,  fend  thy  holy  Spirit  to  breat&e 
on  my  dry  bones  and  decayed  graces,  and  to  be  the  bar* 
•  binger  to  provide  entertainment  for  thy  Son  in  my  fM 
that  he  may  find  it  fwept  of  ail  Gn,  and  gamifhed  with 
all  the  facramental  graces.  O  for  the  Spirit  of  Godt9. 
adorn  my  naked  foul,  arid  put  on  me  the  wedding-gtf* 
ment,  viz.  the  glorious  outer  garment  of  the  rightcout 
nefs  of  thy  Son,  and  the  beautiful  inner  garment  of  the 
hoitne£s  of  thy  Spirit,  that  fine  linen  of  the  faints: 
That  all  my  nakednefs  may  be  covered|  and  my  ^^ 
deformities  hid  from  thine  eyes  !" 

13.  Pray  for  the  cure  of  all  thy  difeafes,  atthisi«J- 
ing  ordinance.  ^*  Lord,  my  plagues  are  gfcat,  my 
wounds  deep»  and  my  diftempers  many :  But  I  b^ 
heard  of  the  balfam  of  the  new  covenant,  my  Redeem- 
er's bloody  that  heals  all  difeafes.  "  Is  there  aobslmio 
Gilead  ?  Is  there  not  a  phyfician  there  ?"  Oh,  then,  ^ 
not  my  pain  be  perpetual,  nor  my  wounds  incuraUc. 
Lord,  I  come  to  thee  to  get  my  dead  ibul  qui.ckcD«% 
my  ftrong'  corruptions  fubdued,  my   faint  purpol^ 
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ftrengthened,  m4  my  langnifliing  graces  reviired.     O 

let  the  tutkor  of  (firktial  life  uphold  and  preferre  life 

in  my  foul.    Inflame  my  coldnefs  tirith  the  fire  df  thy 

)o7Q»  fofiten  my  hardliefe  withfthis  dew  of  thy  gracc» 

lenlighten  my  Uindneft  with  a  beam  of  thy  light,  and 

anoint  my  blind  eyes  with  thy  eye-falve-    Let  thy  com* 

imflkm  pity  rty  vUenefs,  let  tny  mercy  pardon  my  fin- 

fulnefs,  kt  thy  wifdom  enlighten  my  darknefilj  and  let 

thy  ftrcngth  fupport  my  weaknefs.     Oh  will  the  head 

let  a  member  peri(h  ?   Shall  a  branch  wither  for  want 

of  juice  ?  Thou  art  the  true  vine  :  O  communicate  fap 

and  influence  to  my  languifliing  ibuL     Lord,  art  thou 

not  as  wilfing  to  bcftow  the  fruit  of  thy  blood  on  us^ 

AS  to  (h«d  It  for  us  ?    Art  thou  not  a  ready  phyfician^ 

willing.to  be  employed  by  difeafed  fouts  ?    Doft  thou 

hot  l^ftow  thy  cufcs  without  money,  and   without 

price  }  Lord,  here  is  work  for  thee,  a  Job  full  of  boils» 

a  Lazartls  over*run  with  foffes,  as  poor  a  patient  as  evei* 

came  to  the  phyfician's  door ;  yet  if  I  could  but  touch 

the  border  of  thy  garment,  or  get  but  one  word  from 

thee,  I  (hould  be  made  whole  2    Oh^  fay  unto  me,  Bt 

it  unti  thet  eviH  at  thou  wilt/' 

14.  Pray  for  a  willing  and  eheerful  heart  iri  perform- 
ing diis  and  all  other  duties.  •*  Oh,  did  my  Saviour  fo 
chcerful^f  undertake  to  fuiFer  fof  me,  ancP  (hall  I  ht  . 
flothful  and  carelefs  in  approaching  to  him  f  Did  he 
go  fo  willingly  to  the  crofs  to  die  for  me,  and  (hall  I  be 
fo  backward  to  go  to  the  communion-table  to  remem- 
ber his  death  ?  Lord,  make  me  •*  fun  in  the  ways  o^ 

'  thy  conmiandments  (  and  let  me  pray,  bear,  and  com- 
municate with  freedom  and  enlargement  of  heart.  O 
dtaw  my  heart  to  thee,  and  let  it  be  carried  on  with 

"^  more  unweaticdncfs  and  chearfulnefs  in  thy  fervice; 
Send  forth  the  gales  of  thir  Spirit,  that  may  **  make 
tiiy  foul  like  the  chariots  01  Amminadib." 

15.  Pray  for  nearnefs  and  communion  with  God  in 
hts  ordinances,  and  efpecially  at  the  communion-table. 
**  Lord,  what  will  a  commuuion-feaft  avail  me  without 
communion  with  Chrift  in  it.  I  go  not  there  for  bread 
and  wine,  but  to  fee  Jefus.  What  arc  the  elements  td 
me  without  Chrift*s  prefencc  i  Nothing  but  this  can  fa- 
tisfy  me :  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  give  me,  if  I  go  from 
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thy  table  Chriftkfe  ?  Shall  I  go  away  empt^  from  atm^ 
furet  hungry  from  a  feaft,  dry  from  a   fountani  cold 
froai  the  fun,  ccAnfortlefs  frono  the  <x>mforteT  i  Lord, 
ftand  not  at  a  diftancc  behind  the  wall ;    ibcw  thyfelf 
through  the  lattice  of  thy  ordinance,  and  let  me  fee  the 
goings  of  my  Godand  my  King  in  his  fanAuary.  Lonfi 
do  thou  not  only  ftand  and  knock,  but  do  thou  aifo  opa 
the  door  of  my  heart ;  vouchfafe  to  come  in  and  abide 
with  me,  yea,  fup  widf  me,  and  let  me  fup  with  diee, 
that  I  rray  be  abundantly  fatisfied  with  the  fatndsof 
thy  houfe,  and  drink  of  the  rivers  of  thy  pleafures.  And 
when  ^*  the  King  (itteth  at  his  table,  let  my  fpikenaid  fcod 
forth  the  fmell  thereof*"'  Defcend  into  my  heart bjtk 
influences  of  thy  grace,  and  let  me  afcend  to  thee  by  tk 
breathings  of  faith,  Ipve,  and  defire.     Lord,  onake  das 
leaft  a  type  and  eamt* ft  of  that  eternal  banquet  abore*} 
and  let  me  enjoy  thy  lightfome  reviving  company  mtk 
ftate  of  my  pilgrimage.     O  let  Chrift  appear  and  k 
known  of  me  in  the  breaking  of  bread  :  O  let  bini  ki& 
me  with  the  kifies  of  his  mouth,  for  his  love  is  befter 
than  wine.'* 

Cry  importunately  to  God  at  this  time  (  fay,  *  ^  ^ 
not  let  thee  go  till  thou  blefc  me  :  If  thy  prefcnce  jjo  not 
Dirith  me,  carry  me  not  up  hence.  Wilt  thou  not  fcfici« 
an  importunate  beggar,  atid  hear  the  cry  of  a  needy  Ap- 
plicant }  Lord,  open  rivers  in  the  wildernefs,  and  ftreami 
in  the  defert.  Let  Jordan,  at  this  feafon,  overflow  al/ 
Its  banks,  and  let  all  the  dry  roots  of  thy  people  be  w^ 
tercd.  And,  O  let  ^me  come  from  thy  table  with  tRj 
pardon  fealed,   my  corruptions  fubdued,  my  p^^ 

Juickened,  my  faith  ftrengthened,  my  refolutiom  con- 
rmed,  my  heart  enlarged,  and  my  foul  rcfrcOicdvid 
encouraged  to  run  the  ways  of  thy  commandments,  and 
fo  infeparably  united  unto  thee,  that  no  temptation /n^/ 
be  able  to  difiblve  the  union.**  O  for  the  fpirit  of  gw<* 
and  fuppHcation  at  fuch  a  time  !  for  it  is  the  f^T^S 
and  wreftling  foul  that  will  be  the  joyful  andpnmog 
communicant. 
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]>f  RKCT.  XV.  After  you  have  done  youv  utmoft  for 
preparing  yonrfelves  for  the  Lord's  Table,  fee  that  ye 
lay  no  ftrcfs  thereupon,  but  wholly  diftruft  your  owa 
Preparations. 

O  COMMUNICANTS,  when  you  have  made  the- 
greateft  preparations  poflible,  hj  felf-examination,  re- 
pentance, prayer,  &c.  fay,  after  all,  %ue  are  hut  unpro^ 
jptahU  firvanU.     The  gfeateft  ftrcf$  and  difficulty  of  the 
Chriftian  life  lieth  in  this,  to  be  diligent  in,  duty,  and 
yet  wholly  denied  to  our  duties.     Learn  then  this  great 
point  in  Chriftianity,  to  diftruft  all  your  preparations, 
^nd  caft  yourfelves  wholij;  on  Chrift  for  ailiftance,  as  if 
you  had  done  nothing  at  all ;  faying,  it  is  only  in  iht, 
JLord  that  1  have  rtghteoujkefs  tindrjirehgtb.     You  ought 
to  do  as  King  f^  fa  did,  who,  though  *he  hs^d  raifed  a 
prodigious  army  of  five  hundred  thoufand,  all  mighty 
men  of  valour,  to  light  againft  the  Ethiopians ;  yet  he 
cried  to  the  Lords  and  trufted  in  hirti  for  help,  as  if  ha 
had  been  left  alone  without  one  man  to  fight  for  him  ; 
For,  after  all  his  great  preparatbns,  it  is  recorded  of 
him,  2  Chron.  xiv.  8,  1 1,  *^  Anjd  Afa  cried  to  the  Lord 
his  God,  and  faid,  Lord,  it  is  npthin"^  with  thee  to  help^ 
whether  with  many  or  with  tbem  that  have  no  power. 
Help  us,  O  Lord  our  God  ;  for  we  reft  on.  thee,  a£bd  in 
thy  name  go  out  againft  this  m>ultitude^,*'    So  let  every 
communicant  fay,  ^'  Lord,  all  my  ftrength  and  prepa- 
rations are  nought;  I  have  ito  power  for -celebrating 
this  feaft.     Help  me,  O  Lord  my  God  *,  for  I  reft  on 
thee,  and  in  thy  name  I  go  to  this  great  and  weighty 
ordinance."     The  foul  is  never  fo  well  prepared,  as 
when  it  i&  moft  fendble  of  its  own  weaknefs,  and  relies 
on  the  Redeemer's  ftrength  :  "  When  I  am  weak  (fays 
the  apoftlc)  then  am^I  ftrong."     And  hence  it  is  faid  of 
the  ancient  worthies,  tieb.  xi./'  Out  of  weaknefs,  (i.  «• 
felt  and  apprenqnded)  they  were  made  itrong.     fhe 
gaudy  flower,  that  ftands  an4  grows  on  its  own  ftalk, 
doth  quickly  wither  and  decay ;  when  the  plain  iv.v,. 
that  ibangs  and  leans  on  the  houfe^  isfrefti  and  green  ail 
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the  year.    We  ougbt  then  to  be  dented  to  ovifchcti 
aod  write  after  Darid's  copy*  who  looked  to  the  Lort 
both  for  affiftance  and  acceptaQoe  in  all  his  duties,  PiiiL 
Ixxi.  i6«  ^'  I  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord,  I  wiH 
make  mention  of  thy  righceou(hef6,  even  of  thine  onlf.' 
A  man  may  in  words  difclaim  the  i^nion  of  moit 
and  worth  in  his  duties  and  preparations*  and  yet,  ia 
his  heart -and  feeret  pra£ltcey  put  fome  traft  in  Aeai^ 
for  there  are  pra&ical  papifts  as  well  as  pndicals* 
theifts.     Hence  God  warns  us  againft  this  inward  tnift 
and  feeret  pppery,  Deut.  ix.  ^.    **  Say  not,  in  iant 
heart,  this  is  for  my  rightcoufnefs.**    Though  with  oor 
tongues  we  do  not  plead  for  merit,  yet  there  may  be  a 
faying  it  in  the  heart ;  and  God  doth  well  underftaod 
the  language  of  the  heart.     Let  us  therefore  look  weB 
to  our  hearts,  when  we  have  done  our  utmoft  in  dotf, 
and  by  way  of  preparation  for  this  ordinance,  that  «t 
be  wholly  denied  to  all,  and  cherifh  the  thoughts  of  oar 
own  nothingnefs,  according  to  Chriil's  noble  rule,  LidB 
xviu  JO.  "  When  ye  have  done  all,  fay,  we  areunpnv 
iitable  fcrvants."     David  owns  he  had  nothing  to  pScai 
when  he  had  done  all :  For,  fays  he,  **  Of  thine  own, 
liord,  have  we  given  thee,"  i  Chron.  xxix.  I4«   ^ 
this  denied  temper  jxras  Nehemiah  alfo ;  for,  when  he 
had  done  all  for  God  and  his  temple  that  be  couid,  k 
makes  free  grace  his  only  plea  with  God,  Neh.  xiii-  ^^ 
^*  I  commanded  the  Levites  to  cleanfc  themfclvcs,**c. 
•*  Remember  me,  O  my  God,  concerning  this  alfo; 
and  fpare  me  according  to  the  greatncfs  of  thy  m^rcy- 
Whatever  good  things  he  had  done,  yet  he  dcpcndi  on 
none  of  them,  but  pleads,  **  Spare  me,  according  to  the 
grcatnefs  of  Ay  mercy.'*    Hence  alfo  Paul  vrhoUj^ 
claimed  his  own  rightcoufnefi,  and  that  not  only  white 
he  was  a  Pharifee^  but  even  when  he  was  a  Q>Wft^ 
and  renewed  man ;  I  account  all  tbitigi  hfs  htftf^^^'CM- 
O  this  is  a  noble  attainment,  but  not  eafily  caome  at  Mr 
Fox  ufcd  to  fay,  "  Hq  was  niore  afraid  S  his  gncCi 
than  of  his  fins,"  becaufe  he  found  himfdf  %  fuch  daft* 
ger  by  them  to  be  pufied  up,  and  tenfr^ted  to  fdf-co^ 
Bdcnce.    Let  us  then  be  denied  to  our  own  attainm^ntt 
fo  preparatioii  for  this  folemn  ordinaince^  if  we  v"^ 
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be  accepted  of  Ood  :  For  that  man  comes  to  God  mofl: 
^vrorthy,  that  comes  food  fenfible  of  his  own  unwortfai- 
Tieis*  So  much  for  the  firft  head  of  the  dire£lioii8»  how 
to  prepare  for  a  conmiumon-labbath  before  it  come*  I 
proceed  now  to  the  fecond  head^  to  give  diredions  how 
to  ^nd  it,  when  it  doth* 


CHAP.    IL 

Contaimng  DiIECTiONs  for  iht  ri^  /pending  a  Qommt$» 
nion^Sabbath  ivken  it  is  come. 

Direction  I. 

SEE  that  you  rife  iboner  this  morning  than  ordi> 
nary,  fts\xyg  you  have  extraonUnary  work  in 
luod.  And>  while  you  are  riGng  and  putting  on  your 
clotbesy  let  your  minds  be  filled  with  fuiuble  mediutions 
smd  ejaculations. 

Think  what  a  privilege  it  is,  that  ^'  your  eyes  fee  fuch 
days  of  the  Son  of  man,  which  many  prophets  and  kings 
defired  to  fee^  and  might  not.'^  O  that  1  may  be  thank-« 
£ul,  and  may  not  abiife  my  mercy !  This  is  a  grea( 
day  \  O  that  it  may  be  a  good  day  to  my  foul,  even  a 
day  ixL  God's  courts,  and  ingod^s  prefence,  that  \riil  be 
better  and  fweeter  to  me  than  a  thoufand ! 

Again  think,  this  may  be  the  laft  communion  day  that 
ever  I  may  fee  on  earth :  This  may  be  the  laft  time  that 
I  (hall  **  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  at  a  communion-^ 
table."  It  may  be  the  laft  offer  that  I  ihall  get  of  the , 
water  of  life ;  O  that  I  may  improve  it  well !  Perhaps 
f^verals  who  faw  the  laft  communion  where  I  am  go* 
iog>  and  alfo  drank  with  me  of  .the  facramentai  cup, 
have  now  a  cup  of  the  red  wine  of  God's  vengeance 
put  into  their  hands,  and  are  eternally  finking  or  fwim- 
misg  in  the  .brimlefs  and  bottomle(s  ocean  of  God's 
wraui^  God. keep  me  from  unworthy  communicating 
this  day,  left  that  be  my  lot  before  the  next  facrament.  ' 
^))t,  x)n  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  thiere  are  fome  who 

fat 
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fat  with  me  at  the  Uft  communiM-taUe«  that  are  now 
fitting  at  the  higher  table,  and  are  drinking  it  new  with 
Chrift  in  Ym  father's  kingdom :  What  a  fwect  fong 
are  they  prcfently  finging !  •*  Uhto  him  that  lofted 
US}  and  waihed  us  from  our  iins  in  his  own  bloodi  and 
hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  Fa* 
ther,  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen.'*  O  that  I  may  this  diay  get  a  forctafte  of  that . 
celeftial  feaft  and  heavenly  joy.  and  fuch  a  fea!  of  Chrift't 
love  as  may  fill  my  foul  with  hope  to  be  a  communicant 
at  the  upper  table,  if  God  (hall  call  me  hence  befors. 
the  next  communion  ^  •*  Lord,  let  me  have  one  goed 
day  in  all  my  Kfe-time :  Shew  xpe  a  token  for  goodhe^ 
fore  I  die."         s 

Direction  If* 

REllRE  prefently,  O  communicant,  for  prayer  tni 
meditation,  in  order  to  excite  and  qaicken  grace  in  thy 
foul ;  and,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  fee  to  get  faith  enlivened, 
and  love  inflamed.  And,  for  this  end,  i.  Take  a  new 
view  of  Chrift's  fufferings,  and  his  unparalleled  love  ma- 
nifefted  therein  :  "  BchoM  the  Lamb  of  God  that  takes 
away  the  fins  of  the  world."  If  yoa  have  a  dear  dif- 
covery  of  his  Idve  and  fufferings  at  the  table,  be  takin; 
frequent  views  of  him  before-hand. 

Confider  how  free  and  undcferved  Chrift's  love  was. 
Behold  the  Son  of  God  intreated  by  no  man,  but  hated 
by  ail  men  ;  yet  in  his  love  and  pity  intreats  for  man, 
^ea,  fuffers  and  dies  for  him,  even  then  when  he  was  a 
finncr  and  an  enemy  to  him.  Behold  him  fuffering  for 
fin,  that  never  finned :  Yea,  behold  him  made  *•  6n 
for  thee,  who  had  no  fin :  that  thou,  who  hadft  no 
rightepufnefs,  might  be  made  the  righteouftiefs  of  God 
in  him."  View  his  love  with  wonder,  that  made  him 
take  on  the  heavy  burden  of  your  iniquities,  and  bear  it, 
till  he  fwate,  bled,  groaned,  and  cried  under  the  weight. 
Behold  him  ftruggling,  praying,  and  falling  to  the 
ground,  tin  he  is  all  covered  with  his  own  blood  :  Fix 
the  eye  of  faith  upon  him,  till  thine  eye  -affctt  thine 
heart    Take  a  ticw  of  his  tears  and  bloody  fweat,  h« 

pierced 
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pierced  haqds  and  wounded  feet,  hit  fcourged  ba(:k  and 
open  fide,  his  dreaming  heart  and  yearning  bowels  to 
poor  finhers :  This  is  he,  O  fi'nner !  that  would  rather 
die  than  thou  (houidft  die,  who  chofe  thy  life  before  hia 
own,  and  now  pleads  his  blood  before  his  Father.  . 

Behold  and  wonder  at  his  Jove,  that  rinade  him  tread 
the  wine-prefs  atone  for  us,  and  drink  the  cup  of  the 
xedtwine  of  the  wrath  of  God ;  a  cup  whereinto  all 
our  vile  and  deadly  fins  were  grated, «  cup  that  no  angel 
durfl;  tafte ;  yea,  tne  tailing  of  it  made  Chrift's  heart  to 
melt  like  wax  in  the  midft  of  his  bowels,  P(al  xxii.  14. 
"which  was  a  greater  matter  than  if  the  whole  world  had 
Aielted  to  nothing :  Yet  he  drank  it  oiF^  with  the  bitter- 
eft  dregs  of  it,  and  left  not  fo  much  as  one  drop  of  it 
for  us.  Behold  him  taking  his  nfoft  precious  heart's 
blood,  to  <|uench  hell's  flames  that  were  ready  to  break 
out  on  us '!  Was  there  ever  love  like  this  ? 

This  love  is  unfearchaUy  great :  Tou  may  fooner  find 
out  the  height  of  heaven,  the  breadth  of  the  earth  of 
the  depth  of  the  fea,  than  meafure  Chrift's  love  (  for  it 
paiTeth  knowledge,  Eph«  iii.  ^*  It  is  an  unfathomable 
ocean,  that  hath  neither  bank  nor  bottom.  O  whither 
did  his  love  carry  him  i  Even  from  heaven  to  earth, 
from  the  throne  to  the  manger,  from  the  oianger  to  th« 
crofs,  from  the  crofs  to  the  grave )  yea,  from  the  glory 
of  heaven  to  the  torments  of  hell,  and  all  thb  for  poor 
creatures,  that  were  despicable  as  worms,  defiled  as  le* 
pers,  deformed  as  monftersj^  black  aa  Ethiopians,  yea  as 
black  and  uglv  as  hell  could  make  us*  Worfe  are  we 
than  devils,  if  we  aie^not  affefled  with  this  love,  that 
made  the  glorious  Son  of  God  leave  the  heaven  of  his 
Father's  prefence,  and  wade  through  hell  for  dregs  of 
the  creation.  Did  Chrift  fee  any  thing  in  us  to  make 
faim  love  us  ?  No,  he  faw  much  to  lothe  us,  but  noth« 
ing  to  love  us :  Tet  the  time  when  we  were  moft  loth- 
ibme  was  Qirift's  time  of  love,  Ezek.  xvL  We  were 
lying  polluted  in  our  blood,  and  all  fpread  over,  with 
lunning  ulcers  and  putrifying  fores,  when  Chrift  loved 
us.  Our  fouls  were  as  unlovely  as  Lazarus's  body, 
whofe  fores  the  dogs  licked  ;  or  Job's  body,  wljko  he 
was  full  of  botls^  and  fat  in  the  aihes^  and  fcraped  him- 

felf 
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felf  with  a  potfberd :  Tet  all  this  codd  not  cool  hisaf* 
tc£ki<m  to  us.    The  inftances  of  Chiift's  love  are  ioex* 
|»reiBblei  both  in  their  nature  and  number*     WoniflC 
at  his  condefcendency,  in  becoming  not  only  aoeatuR^ 
but  fuch  a  mean  creature  as  mdn,  for  U8  $  yea,  not  oa* 
lyatman,  but  in, taking  on  him  the  foxm    of  a  fei« 
Tant   for  uSf   and  being  willing  not  only  to  lie  id 
a  manger,  but  in  a  cold  grave  for  us.      Wonder  tbt 
the  glorious  Redeemer  of  Ifrael  {houl<f  be  content  to 
be  born  as  a  beggar^  live  as  a  feivant,  and  die  ai 
a  ilave  for  us.    3^onder  that  he,  who  is  infinitely  pure^ 
fhould  be  willing,  not  only  to  be  numbered  among  fiih 
nersi  and  to  bear  our  fins,  but  alfo  to  be  made  fin,  aiul 
likewife  a  curfe  for  us* '  Was  it  not  for  you  and  your 
advantage  he  did  all  this  ?  and,  will  you  not  admiie 
and  love  him  i  He  was  content  to  endive  the  fxivenf 
of  the  world,  that  you  might  enjoy  the  riches  of  hea* 
iren :  He  lived  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  that  you  mi^Iit 
have  the  adoption  of  fons :  He  humbled  htmfelf  to  life 
with  men,  that  he  might  exalt  you  to  live  with  God : 
He  bowed  his  foul  'to  death,  that  he  might  raife  you  ^ 
eternal  life :  He  was  fhut  up  forty  days  with  the  deiil^ 
that  ypu  might  not. be  (hut  up  with  him  for  ever :  He 
was  hungry,  that  you  might  be  fed  :  He  was  numbered 
among  tranfgtcilbrs,  that  you  might  have  a  roomamoif 
the  blcfied.    O  beKever,  he  weptj  that  you  might  re- 
joice :  Sorrow  d^prefled  his  heart,  that  everlafting  ]€f 
might  be  on  your  head  :  He  was  fcourged  and  woumi- 
ed,  that  you  by  his  ftripes  might  be  healed  of  fio'^ 
wounds:  He  was  crowned  with  tl^rns,  that  you  mightbtf 
crowned  with  glory  :  He  was  flandered  and  condemned 
before  men,  that  you  might  be  juftified  and  acquitted 
before  God  t  He  bore  the  curfe,  that  you  might  inherit 
the  blelling  i  He  drank  the  bitter  and  poifonous  cap  ot 
God's  wrath,  that  you  might  drink  the  pure  river  of  life ' 
He  was  defcrted  of  God,  that  you  might  not  be  forfek* 
en  bv  him  eternally :   He  bore  the  burden  of  fin  and 
wrath,  that  you  might  be  freed  ffom  that  burden :  He 
hung  upon  our  crofs,  to  advance  us  to  fit  upon  i^ 
throne  :   He  cried  out  in  forrow  upon  a  crofs,  that  we 
might  fliottt  joyfully  in  finging  God's  praifc  for  cr^^ 

H* 
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He  tfairfteii  on  the  cfofs,  thkt  we  liiiglit  not  thir(k  eter«- 
tnKl>]r»  with  DiveS)  for  a  drop  of  cold  water  to  cool  out 
tongue :  He  ftraggled  in  a  bloody  agonfi  that  wt  might 
not  ftrugle  arrotrg  devils  in  hell's  furnace  for  ever :  Oh» 
^xrhat  fhM  we  fay  of  this  love  !  "  Lord  Tcfus*  thf  pity 
yms  infinite,  thy  lore  hath  overflown  all  banks,  and  thy 
compaflion  knew  no  bounds :  ThoU  ftoodft  before  the 
iMnith  df  hell  that  I  deferved^  and  ftoppedft  the  flam- 
ing furnace  of  divine  Vengeance,  that  was.breaking  out 
sigainft  me :  When  I  was.  like  Ifaac^  bound  to  the  altar^ 
ready  to  be  faCTrficed  to  juftice,  thou.  oflr<tredft  thyfelf» 
like  the  ram  caught  in  the  thicket,  to  be  'facrificed  in 
my  room  :  When  my  fias  had  raifed  a  terrible  tempeft^ 
^«rhich  threatened  to  drown  me  eternally,  thou  waft  con* 
te^t  to  be  thrown  overboard,  like  Jonah,  to  appeafc  the 
fiotm  :  When  the  fword  of  juftide  was  furbimed,  and 
mdy  to  be  Aeathed  into  my  bowels,  thou  interpofedft 
betwixt  me  and  it,  and  receivedft  the  blow  into  thy 
heart:   When  I  was  (hipwrecked  and  perifliing,  thoU 
oaftedft  thyfelf  jn  as  a  plank  of  mercy  to  fave  my  life,. 
Can  I  think  on  this,  and  tny  heart  not  bum  i   Can  1 
fpeak  of  it,  and  not  feek,  with  Jofephi  a  fecrct  place  to 
weep  in  ?'* 

View  tie  furmflmg  nature  of  Chrift's  love.    No  love 

like  to  it ;  yea,  Chrift*s  love  to  us  tranfcends  his  love  to 

ril  other  things  :  He  loved  us  more  than  angels,  for  he 

would  tu>t  put  on  their  nature  :  He  loved  us  more  than 

heairen ;  for  iie  left  that  to  come  and  fave  us :  He  loved 

us  more  than  riches  and  honour  \  for  he  chofe  poverty^ 

and  became  t>f  no  reputation,  to  redeem  us :  He  loved 

116  more  than  the  comforts  of  life ;  for  he  parted  with 

diefe,  and  became  a  man  of  forrows  for  our  fake :    Hd 

lolled  us  more  than  his  blood  ;  for  he  willingly  parted 

with  that  for  us :  He  loved  us  more  than  his  foul  or 

body  *,  for  he  gaie  bodi  thefe  to  be  an  oflFering  for  our 

fins :  He  was  more  concerned  for  us  than  for  hinnfelf } 

he  rejoiced  more  in  our  welfare  than  in  his  ovm  ;  he 

wept  and  prayed  more  for  us  than  fbrhimfelf ;  and,  in 

the  time  of  his  greateft  ftrait,  when  heaven^  earth,  and 

hell,  Were  aU  at  once  rufting  upon  him,  we  have  his 

ptayer,  John  xvii*    Yet  it  is  all  ijpent  for  ttS|  except  one 

Vol.  I.  3  S  vcrfe 
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Ycrfe  or  two  for  himfelf*  Agauiy  Chrift  lo^ed  ns  more 
than  his  life ;  and  '*  all  that  a  man  hath  will  he  givefcr 
hi«  'fife  ;*'  yet  Chrift  willingly  parted  with  that  for  our 
fake:  But,  is  there  nothing  that  is  better  than  fife? 
Tea,  David  tells  us  of  one  thing  that  is  better,  Pfid. 
Ixiii.  '3.  *<  Thy  loving  kindnefs  is  better  than  life.'' .  The 
faints  and  martyrs,  that  parted  with  all  other  ibinpf 
would  by  no  means  part  with  that,  they  would  rather  part 
With  a  thoufand  lives  than  quit  with  that;  yet  Chrift, who 
had  infinitely  more  of  it  than  ever  any  faint  attained  to, 
for  our  fakes  parted  with  it,  and  had  the  light  of  God*9 
countenance  totally  eclipfed  from  him  on  the  crofs,  fo 
that  he  cried  out,  '<  My  God,  my  God,  why  hift  tbo» 
fbrfaken  me  ?" 

IL  If  you  would  have  the  facramental  graees  qMk* 
ened,  particularly  faith,  take  a  view  of  Chrift  in  all  htf 
fweet  offices  and  relations  :  **  Look  unto  me  andbejfc 
ftvcd,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,**  Ifa,  xIt.  a2.  Ocon^ 
municant,  endeavour  upon  the  morning  of  a  commu- 
nion-fabbath,  to  give  a  beiieving  look  to  Chrift  in  aVitf 
blefled  offices  and  relations ;  and  this  will  ftrengthett 
:fnd  quicken  faith,  and  Help  thee  to  z6k  it  the  more  SI* 
tin€t\v  at  a  communion-table. 

T.  Look  to  Chrift,  as  a  bankrupt  debtor  to  hisforety, 
aind  fay,  ''  Lord,  I  owe  many  thoufand  more  tban  I 
can  pay,  but  thou  haft  a  fufficient  ranfom  to  pay  all  my 
debt :  I  flee  to  thee  as  my  furety  :  Lord,  nodortBkefof 
me,  and  fatisfy  thy  Father's  juftice,  that  The  not  taxd 
on,  and  dragged  to  helPs  prifon  for  ever.** 

2*.  Look  to  him  as  an  able  phyfician  to  cult  Aj 
wounds :  •*  Say,  Lord,  here  lies  a  Job  full  of  boib,  1 
Lazarus  full  of  fores  it  thy  gate  ^  here  a  paralytic  hafiffy 
here  ft  blind  eye,  here  a  hard  heart,  here  a  plagoci  a&^ 
there  a  wound,  that  have  fcorned  all  other  fhj6citBSf 
and  dcfpifcd  all  other  remedies ;  let  me  this  day  get  the 
balm  of  Gilead,  even  the  fovcreign  pbifter  of  thy  Woo4 
to  my  various  maladies ;  one  touch  of  the  hem  of  ^T 
garment,  and  I  (hall  be  whole.** 

3.  Look  to  him  as  a  ranfomer  of  captives,  and  &f, 

•*  Lord,  it  was  thy  errand  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the 

captives  :   I  look  to  thee  this  day  to  knock  off  my  ^^^ 
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tersy  ioofe  sJl-my  bonds,  and  bring  my  faul  out  of,  pri* 
fpn,  th9t  I  may  pratfe  thy  name." 

4*  Look  to  biin  as  a  mediator  and  peace- maker,  to 
remove  all  enmity  and  quarrela  betwixt  God  and  thy 
foulj  and  (ay,  **  I«ord  ftand  betwixt  me  and  thy  flambg 
fword,  let  thy  atoning  blood  this  day  quench  the  fire  of 
thy  Father's  anger,  and  bring  the  news  of  peace  to.  my 
foul." 

5.  Look  to  him  as  an  advocate  to  ple^  for  thy^uilty 
foul :  Say,  "  Lord,  my  crimes  arejgreat,  and  my  caufo 
is  bad  e  But  never  any  caufe  mifcarried  that  thou  took 
in  band :  Be  thou  mine  advocate,  and  let  every  one  of 
thy  wounds  this  day  be  as  fo  many  open  mouths  to  plead 
for  me  ;  let  thy  blood  fpeak>  that  fpeakcth  better  things 
than  the  blood  of  \bcl." 

6.  Look  to  him  as  thy  refuge-ciiy  and  hiding*place, 
and  fay,  *«  Lord,  I  flee  to  thee  for  my  life  :  For  the  a^ 
veoger  of  blood,  the  law  and  juftice  of  God,  are  at  my 
heels  purfuing  me  i  2md,  if  they  find  me  affar  off  from 
thee,  I  am  flain  without  mercy :  The  clefts  of  the  rock 
are  my  only  hiding-place :  Lord,  be  a  fafeguard  to  mel. 
A  heathen  could  fay,  when  a  bird  ficared  by  a  hawk 
flew  into  his  bofom  :  I  will  not  give  thee  up  to  thine 
enemy,  fireiag  thou  cameft  to  me  for  fandluary :  And 
furely  thou  wilt  not  deliver  my  fbuj,  when  I  flee  tothee 
for  ihelter.'* 

7.  Look  to  Chrift  as  the  ark,  that  can  only  fave  thee 
.from  being  drowaed  by  the  flood  of  God's  wrath  :  Say, 

'f  Lord,  there  is  no  ark  to  (ave  me  but  thou  alone :  I 
am  (hipwrecked ,  ia  Adam,  and  there  is  no  plank  but 
Chrift  to  bring  me  to.ihore  :  I  clafp  to  thee  by  the  hand 
of  faith.    Lord  fave  me,  elfe  I  perifh  " 

$.  Look  to  him  as  a  reliever  of  burdened  fouls :  Say, 
**  Lord,  here  is  a  heavy  laden  finner  coming  to  thee- 
this  day  fot  reft :  Q,  fin  is  heavier  th^n  a  mill  (tone,  it  is 
weighed  down  with  the  law's  curfes  ;  and,  O  how  many 
of  thefe  millilones  are  on  my  back  !  Lord,  I  come  this 
day  to  roll  them  upon  thee,  who  art  the  fure  founda- 
tion that  God  has  laid  in  Zion,  able  to  bear  me  and  nil 
I  can  lay  upon  it :  Angels  cannot  free  me  ;of  my  bur- 
4^n,  for  the  burden  of  one  fin  has  funk  many  thoufands^ 
3  S  a    '  of, 
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of  them  to  the  bcttomlefs  pit ;  die  faints  cannot  do  i 
they  have  burden  enouf^h  of  their  own ;  fny,  the 
creation  cannot  bear  mj  burden,  for  it  is  already  [_ 
Ing  under  the  weight  of  me  and  it :  But,  Lord,  thna 
the  mighty  one  on  whom  Bnners  help  is  hid,  and  I 

ETomifed  reft  to  fuch  as  come  to  thee.    Lord,  let  afl 
urdens  fall  oiF  this  day,  that  I  may  be  at  freedom  a 
run  the  ways  of  thy  commandments." 

9.  Look  to  him  as  a  rich  and  bountiful  helper  of  di 
needy  :  Say,  <'  Lord,  pity  a  needy  beggar  thia  day»  ' 
is  going  to  the  feaft-houfe  to  wut  for  a  crumby  t 
haft  fupplied  many;  and  I  have  heard  a  good  report 
thy  bounty  :  Never  came  there  a  poorer  wretch  to  df 
door  than  I :  is  there  not  a  penny  of  grace  left  to  ht^ 
me,  not  a  crumb  to  keep  in  my  life  ?  Lord,  let  me  aoi 
go  from  thy  treafure  houfe  widiout  an  ahns,  diere  ii 
bread  enough  in  thy  houfe  and  to  fpare^  let  me  not  go 
without  a  crumb.    . 

10.  Look  to  him  as  a  prophet  and  teacher,  diat  ca 
cpen  thine  eyes,  and  give  thee  gracious  difcoveries  of 
his  truths  and  vrays  :  Say,  *'  Lord  I  have  heard  much 
of  thee  by  the  hearing  or  the  ear,  but  litde  have  mins 
eyes  feen  of  thee  :  I  have  been  long  in  Chrift's  fchool 
but  little  proficiency  have  I  made ;  Lord,  come  this  day 
and  teach  me  to  profit ;  let  my  eyes  be  opened,  that  ia 
this  ordinance  I  may  fee  the  heinous  nature  of  fin,  the 
feverity  of  divine  juftice,  the  greatnefs  of  dhrine  km^ 
the  beauty  of  Chrift,  the  piecioufnefs  of  foulsi  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  remedy  provided  for  finners,  &c." 

11.  Look  to  him  as  thy  head  and  hulband,  wiA 
whom  you  are  this  day  to  feal  a  marriage-covenaat ; 
Say,  '*  Lord,  though  I  be  a  moft  deformed,  blaek  and 
unworthy  bride,  and  have  nothing  but  poverty,  debt 
and  danger  to  recommend  me  to  thee  ;  yet  fince  thoo, 
who  art  the  chief  among  ten  thoufands  are  content  to 
match  with  me ;  O  give  me  a  heart  to  confent  willinfp- 
ly  to  the  bargain,  and  fay.  My  beloved  is  mine,  sod  I 
am  his.  Lord,  help  me  cheerfully  to  fay.  Amen  to  the 
covenant,  and  all  the  articles  of  it,  that  I  was  reviewing 
and  renewing  yefternight :  O  let  the  marriage  knot  this 
day  be  caft>  that  fin  01  futan,  death  6r  hell,  majr  never 

be 
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be  able  to  loo^  again :  Let  him  this  day  kifs  me  with 
the  kifles  of  his  mouth  :  O  for  fweet  communion  and 
fellowfliip  with  him  at  his  own  table :  Lord,  ihe  wme 
%  token  foi  good^  (et  me  as  a  feal  upon  thine  arm  ^  ma*, 
siifeft  tbyfelf  to  me,  as  thou  doft  not  to  the  world.'* 

Direction  III. 

LABOUR,  O  communicaat^  to  get  thy  foul  put  in 
a  right  and  fuitaUe  frame  for  approaching  God's  holy 
tablet  and  entertaining  thy  Saviour  there  :  Now  the  ciy 
Is  making,  <<  The  Bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  forth  .to 
meet  him  \\  prepare  the  palace  of  your  hearts  for  him  y 
cieanfe,  fweep  and  wa(h  them  ;  get  them  adorned  and 
perfumed  with  the  graces  of  the  Spirit.  Is  Chrift  gone 
to  prepare  a  place,  for  you,  and  will  you  not  prepare  a 
place  for  htm  i  Set  up  a  throne  for  Chrift,  go  forth  to 
meet  him  with  acclamation  and  praife,  receive  him 
gladly»  ijet  the  crown  on  his  head,  and  fwear  allegiance 
to  him,  and  fay,  as  the  men  of  Ifrael  faid  to  Qideon^ 
Judges  Yu.  22.  "  Rule  thou  over  us,  for  thou  haft 
delivered  us  out^of  the  hand  of  Midian."  O  but  Chrift 
hath  delivered  us  out  of  the  hand  of  Satan,  a  far 
worfe  oppreflbr  than  Midiao«  Let  us  welcome  him» 
and  compafs  him  about  with  fongs  of  deliverance.  O 
communicants,  deal  not  with  Chrift  as  his  country-men 
the  Jews  did,  John  L  11.  ^*  He  came  unto  his  own, 
but  his  own  received  him  not :"  When  he  came  into 
the  world,  there  was  no  room  allowed  for  him  any 
where  but  in  the  manger,  and  thither  was  he  thruft. 
O  deal  not  fo  with  your  Saviour  ;  think  not  a  foul  (tall 
good  enough  for  Chrift,  but  malce  cleaii  your  hearts^ 
smd  give  him  the  beft  room,  yea,  the  upper  room  there  ; 
O  fend  the  key  of  your  hearts  this  morning  to  Chrift, 
faying,  <<  Lord,  taJce  thy  choice  where  to  ly:  Alas,  I 
may  fay  with  the  Centurion,  *^  i  am  not  worthy  that  thou 
fhouldft  come  under  my  roof*  My  foul  is  a  ruinous, 
fmoky,  and  defiled  cottage,  thou  haft  not  a  fit  place  with 
me  to  lay  my  head  ;  But,  O  thou  that  didft  not  difdain 
to  lie  in  a  manger  among  beafts,  and  to  be  entertained 
in  the  houfe  of  Simon  the  leper^  come  into  my  foul, 

repair  . 
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repair  the  houfe,  and  prepare  an  upper  room  for  thffift 
thar  I  may  eat  the  pafTover  with  thee.  Lor^,  fpeaktiie 
%poi]l«  ancl  thy  fervaat's  heart  fliall  he  healed,  cleaified, 
met  ipade'hoiy,  foft,  and  pliable,  fit  for  thy  ufe  vA 
fervice.  Lord^  none  can  mend  my  heart  but  tboavhi 
nla^efti^:  I  put  it  into  thy  hands:  Lord^  make  it  ai 
th#ii  -wouldft  have  it. 

^iffi.  What  is  that  frame  and  difpofition  of  foul  dut 
we  ihouM  come  with  to  the  communion-table  ? 

j^ft/:  Take  thefe  directions  concerning  it. 

I.  Come  to  it  nvHb  a  holy  awe  and  reverence  ef  Gti 
Were  you  going  to  a  prince's  table,  you  would  go  to  it 
with  fome  awe  and  concern ;  and,  will  yoa  have  now 
when  you  go  to  the  table  of  the  great  Jeh6vah^  whoii 
your  judge,  fearches  the  heart,  and-oblerves  allf« 
anions  ?  He  is  a  God  that  is  very  jealous  of  hi^  hoBom^ 
and  will  not  be  mocked ;  you  ought  to  come  to  this  t^ 
with  a  holy  dread  and  reverence,  adoring  the  holiaefr 
and  judiceof  God  manifefted  in  the  fufferings  of  Cbn& 
How  vehemertdy  did  he  hate  fin,  that  he  would  ndt  pXf 
or  fpare  his  dear  Son  when  he  cried  to  him  ;  but  feeisg 
he  had  undertaken  tb  pay  our  debt,  and  driak  oar  ciip» 
the  leaft  farthing  or  drop  be  would  not  abate  him  I  Tm 
the  finner  be  fpared,  yet  fin  muft  be  puniflied  to  theut- 
termoft ;  our  cautioner  paid  dearly  for  it.   We  ought0 
adore  his  juftice,  faying  with  the  men  of  Bethfli^teib, 
iSam.  vi.  20.  <'  Who  is  able  to  ftand  before  this  holy  Lonf 
God  ? '    There  is  no  ttanding  but  at  Cta'A's  back,  oar 
bieficd  cautioner,  **  in  whom  God  is  well  pleafed." 

II.  Cowe  with  bofy/ear  andjeakusy  over  jwrfehes^  kft 
you  be  found  unwelcom^  guefts,  and  draw  down  ^ 
guilt  of  unworthy  communicating  upon  yourfirives;  cvfi 
•*  Lord,  keep  me  from  wounding  Chrift  and  mjrown 
foul  this  day  \  let  me  not  betray  the  Son  of  God  vi^ 
a  klfs  i"  "  deliver  me  from  blood- guiltinefs,  and  from 
drinking  damnation.'^  O  what  if  I  want  the  wedding* 
garment,  *<  when  the  king  comes  in  to  view  thegucib* 

HI.  Come  with  brokennt/s  of  heart  for Jin^  the  caufe  ^f 
Chrift' s  fufferings,  JLook  on  your  pnde,  paflion,  Af- 
pocrify,  covetoufnefs,  malice,  lying,  fweariag,  &^^ 
Chrift's  only  tormentors :  Behold  how  they  prcffed  hii^ 
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<lown  in  the  •garden,  till  he  fwate  blood ;  fee  them  biod« 
ing  xht  crols  on  Chrift's  back ;  fee  them  nailing  htfl^ 
'  liandsy  piercing  his  temples,  and  grieving  his  heart ;  fee 
them  buffeting  and  fpitting  on  him-,  fee  them  making  hun 
l^roan^  weep,  and  roar  out  his  complaint,  **  My  God,  my 
God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  It  was  on  us  this  tra- 
gedy (boald  have  been  a£ted,  on  us  thefe  vials  of  wrtth 
ihoold  have  been  poured,  ^'  For  he  was  wounded  for  our   . 
tranfgreilions,  and  bruifed  for  our  iniquities/'  Ifa.]iii.^. 
O.  (hall  we  fee  Chrift^s  heart*  ftreaming  blood,  and  ouc 
eyes  not  drop  tears?  Shall  we  fee  him  ftretched  out  and 
.    nailed  for  us,  and  our  hearts  not  bleed  ?  Oh,  it  was  my 
fins  that  made  them  nails,  they  drove  them  in,  they  thmfl: 
in  the  fpear,  yea,   they  killed  the  Lord  of  life ;  and^ 
fhall  I  not  mourn  ?  Did  you  fee  a  malefactor,  that  hM| 
committed  twenty  murders,  ufed  like  Chrift,  your  hearts 
would  be  concerned :  And,  will  you  not  be  afie£led  t<» 
behold  the  innocent  Lamb  of  God  fo  abufed  by  your 
fins  ?     *'  Look  on  him  ye  have  pierced,  and  moura.'* 
This  pafibver  muft  be  eaten  with  bitter  herbs*    Sow  in 
tears,  if  you  would  reap  in  joy. '    A  weeping  communi-* 
cant  is  a  very  pleaGng  Gght  to  both*  God  and  man :  A 
broken* hearted  weeping  finner  will  fuit  well   with  a 
.    bruifed  and  bleeding  Saviour. 

IV.     Come  with  bwrning  kve  and  affeElUn  to  Chrtfim 

This  is  a  feaft  only  for  the  friends  and  lovers  of  jChhft, 

Cant.  V.  I.    Without  love  ye  have  nothing  to  do  here* 

O  believer,  is  thy  heart  cold  when  Chrift's  love  is  warm  ^ 

"Will  you  not  recompence  love  with  love  ?  Can  you  be* 

hold  Chrift  on  a  crofs,  dying  with  love  in  his  heart, 

.    and  fmiles  in  his  looks ;  can  you  fee  his  bleeding  arms 

open  to  embrace  you,  the  fpear  reaching  his  heart,  and 

his  affedions  ftreaming'  out  to  you  in  blood,  and  thafr 

when  you  were  enemies* to  him*  and  haters  of  him*  ani 

hot  be  raviihed  with  his  love  ?     Can  you  behold  his 

woundS)  or  put  your  finger  into  the  print  of  the  nails* 

and  not  be  fick  of  love,  and  cry  out  with  Thomas,  "  My: 

Lordy  and  my  God  V*    Can  you  view  him  that  is  the 

chief  among  ten  thoufsndi  yea,  among  an  "hundred 

thoufand,  and  among  all  the  tboufands  in  heaven  and 

csttbi  and  your  hearts' not  love  him?   Turn  over.all 

thinjf 
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tliinfrs  both  in  heaven  and  eardi^  you  can  find  xm 
fike  him,  fo  excellent  in  himfeif,  and  fo  iKrell  adapteitt 
jour  condirion«  and  circumftances  Pauriras  a  kaa* 
cd  man,  and  knew  many  things;  a  travelfcd  man,  Tcsi 
ba4  feen  and  he%ird  many  things :  Tet  ^^iFhcii  he  cA 
up  his  counts  of  all  he  had  ever  feen,  'heard  or  bovii 
he  fays,  "  I  count  all  but  dung  and  !ofs  fbr  the  cxciJ- 
IcBcy  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,*^  Phil.  in.  8.  9. 

V.  Come  with  much  hunger  and  tlnrft   to  dih  M 
fcaft.     See  that  your  appetites  be  not  glutted  wilh  tk 
world,  for  t\ic/u//feu/  lothes  the  h$ney  ctmk  >    It  h  onff 
the  thirfty  that  ate  welcome.  Ret.  xxii.    17.    **Ckn* 
fills  the  hungry  with  good  things.*    "When   the  drte 
opens  the  heart  wideft,  then  he  opens  his  hand   fargcS 
to  fill  It,  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  10.  O  then,  cly;  «*  Give  mc  Chrift 
artd  deny  me  what  thou  ti'ilt ;  a  crumb  of  mercy  froo 
thy  table,  or  elfe  I  am  gone  for  ever."     Endeavoor  !o 
fay,  as  Ifa-  xxvi.   "  The  defire  of  my  foul  is  onto  rJ^ 
ami  to  the  remembrance  of  thy  name.     O  tliat  I  fac^ 
where  to  find  him  I    When  wilt  thou  come  unto  tr.cl^ 
O  for  further  tokens  of  his  love,  and  clear  evidences  of 
my  intercft  in  him  I  O  for  the  fmiles  of  his  face,  an! 
the  voice  of  joy  and  gladnefs !  There  are  many  heaven- 
ly dainties  here  ;  here  are  all  the  fruits  of  the  tree  of 
Kfe,  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  the  influences  of  ii 
grace,  the  bread  and  waters  of  Kfe  5  therefore  come  with 
enlarged  appetites.  The  fpoufe  cries.  Cant.  ii.  4.  **Sti1 
nic  with  flagons  5  as  if  Ihe  had  faid,  **  My  thirft  5s  ft 

Feat,  it  is  not  a  drop  or  a  little  cup  that  will  quench  iti 
would  have  whole  flagons.*'    Fear  not  to  wrong  y<^or 
neighbours  :    For  there  is  a  river  to  every  one  of  ^00. 
Obferve  how  earneft  Chrift  was  to  feaft  with  us,  takt 
'Sxii.  15.  "  With  defire  (fays  he)  have  I  dcfired  to  cat 
this  fupper  with  you,"  though  he  had  no  need  cirf^ 
of  you  or  it :    And  will  not  you,  wfaofe  needs  arc  W 
great,  fay,  "  with  defire  have  I  deCred  to  eat  this  fjip* 
per  with  Chrift  before  I  die ;    it  may  be  my  laft  com* 
munion,  O  let  me  have  fomething  to  carry  my  cx{>cnc* 
through  the  wildernefs  ;  let  me  have  fomething  to  cotr* 
fort  and  fupport  me,  when  I  go  through  the  valley  an^ 
fliadow  of  death?"  _ 


VI.  Come  with  humility  and  fel&denial,  content  to 

be  nothing,  that  Chrift  may  be  all ;  and  vrilling  to  fab^ 

mit  to  any  thilig  for  a  blink  of  his  Countenance.     Be 

fenfible  of  your  iil-deiettings,  atld  acknowledge  a  Cramb 

yviXX  be  a  great  ifiercy.     Be  conienti  with  tl^  pirodigal 

and  woman  of  Canaan^  to  be  taken  into  Ghrtft^s  family^ 

though  it  were  in  the  meaneft  ftation  and  employment : 

Let  me  be  the  meaneft  df  Chrift's  fertrants^  though  I 

be  never  fo  ill  ufed,  or  ill  refpe£ked^  I  will  be  thankful; 

*  if  I  be  within  Chrift's  doors,  hate  a  relation  to  his  fa- 

miiyi  ^ad  can  call  him  Mafter.    Again,  come  felf  de- 

niedly,  renouncing  all  confidence  in  youHelf,  your  pr&- 

parations,  bumiliationsi  or  performances :    Thefe  may 

be  good  graces,  and  good  duties  ;  but  they  will  be  ill 

Chrifts^  and  ill  Saviours.  Freely  own  that  it  itinot  yoUf 

own  righteoufoefs  that  iares  yt>Uy  not  your  owti  ftrength 

that  quickens  you  \  but  only  Chrift's  righteouftiefs,  and 

Chria's  ftrength.    Say,  <<^Biefled  Jefus,  I  dy  to  thee 

alone ;  I  hare  no  hope  in  myfelf ,  nor  in  any  thing  be- 

fides  thee ;  all  my  confidence  is  in  the  freenefs  of  thy 

love^  the  mercy  of  thy  bowels,  the  merit  of  thy  deatb^ 

the  worth  of  thy  blood,  the  fufficiency  of  thy  righteous 

nefst  and  power  of  thy  interceffion.'' 

VII.  Come  with  charity  and  love  t6  all  meh,  evhii  fd 
your  very  enemies.  >  Bani(h  all  malice  and  ertvy,  pxzf 
for  your  enemies^  forgive  them,  wifli  well  and  do  good 
both  to  their  fouls  aild  bodies,  according  io  Chrift's  et- 
ample  on  the  crofs  :  But  efpecialiy,  bring  with  yoii  love 
and  iStBCvon  to  God's  people,  delieht  iil  their  fellow<^ 
fliip  above  all  others^  for  they  are  the  excellent  ones  oi 
the  earth. 

VUI.  Come  with  hdneft  defigns  to  feal  a  HiarKa^co- 
venant  with  Chrift*  Confent  frankly  to  €hrift  to  be 
your  Prince  and  Saviour ;  do  not  think  of  halving  it  with 
Chrift,  but  be  willing  to  take  him  intifely  upon  his  own 
terms.  Be  content  not  only  to  be  favM  by  him,  but  td 
ferve  him,  live  for  him^  fight  for  him,  and  cleavli*  to  him j 
all  the  days  of  your  life ;  refolving  that  all  the  pleafures 
of  fin,  temptationsof  fatan,  andallurements  of  the  world; 
nay,  the  hopes  of  enjoying  tea  tboufand  llrorMSf  fliall 
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sever  pffrail  with  you  to  fiaili  wkh  ChnSL  Gone» 
figning  yoatlelvesy-your  hea«t8«  sod  all  yos  h«Kl» 
Chrift  :  Say,  *'  Lora,  thougk  1  had  ten  thouCuid  hGOHi 
^iXid  «veYy  one  of  (hem  ten  thoofand  times  better  ibi 
they  are,  they  (hould  be  ail  thine/'  Came  with  ftn^ 
¥ows  and  porpefcs  againft  fiRi  that  morc&ered  yootS^ 
^ioui ;  refelve  never  to'  harboitr  it,  or  make  peacevii 
it ;  but  (hat  you  will  ji^bt  againft  it  to  yciur  laftfam^ 
and  rerenge  the  death  of  Chrift  on  it. 

IX.  Con»e  with  thankfulnofsand  praiCie  to  God  k 
redeeming  love,  anil  providing  jCwch  a  Saviour  ibr  fK 
Let  the  high  praifefr  of  God  be  in  your  mouths }  ieai 
up' whole  voliiea  of  pr^ife  to  your  Redeen^<r,  for  midff- 
taking  your  ddiverance.  Intite  the  anf^ek,  atid  afl  tk 
creation,  to  affift  you  in  tbia  work.  Stir  up  your  M» 
and  all  that  i»  within  you,  to  Uefs  hiakolf  ndoie:  Y^ 
Ibuls  (like  Mary)  **  (hould  magnify  the  Lofd^  andyav 
fpirit#  rejoice  iu  God  your  Sariour  -,''  your  bearisfiw 
afcend,  like  Manoah'e  angel,  in  tlM  finohe  of  thanlst 
ghrmg  and  praife.  Say«  *'^  JUnrd,  whait  flnll  I  leodert^ 
Aec  for  all  thou  haft  done  and  fuftnd  fornc  ?  Mi 
what  um  I,  that  thou  ftiouldft  part  with  thy  gloeyi  fO* 
with  thy  blood,  and  with  thy  ltfe,.fbr  iiick  a  wactcfctf 
me  ?  I  am  aframod  that  I  ca»  loire  and  pratfe  thee  w 
more  :  Oh  !  inv  heart  is  o^U^  my  toafuft  is  §ow:  if 
heaven  and.  earta,  angels  and  me%  join  and  estoi  ^ 
free' grace  and  wondfovs  love  ^  Let  all  the  woikl  liv 
with  his  praifc.'^ 

X.  C<Mno  with  hope  and  expeAation,  dcpcndiag  <» 
Cod^  promifes  aod  Chrift'stnents.  Touoc^  p^ 
Ty  to  look  to  Chrift,  ezpe£^ing  fomething  from  luffiy  ^ 
^  poor  cripple  did  fmn  Peter  and  John^  A£b  &  4* 
5'.  PcteiFfaid  ^*  Look  on  us :  And  he  gave  heed  to  tb*) 
expelling  to*  receive  feiiiethiiig  finm  them.''  We  oidi' 
narily  receive  little^  bceaufe  we  expeft  little  $  *'  0^ 
ipcvcy  is  upon  ua,  aecordiug  as  we  h^ecn  him,"  F^* 
scauciii.  uk.  O  raife  your  defires  and  ejipeAafisiB  i  ^ 
you  come  to  a  merciful  jfind  liberal  God,  that  wiU  vf 
let  the  expe£katicm  of  bis  poor  cieatuios  perifli,FU*  ^ 

x8.  «  The  needy  fiiall  not  always  he  forgotten ;,  tbe^*- 
ftcAauon  of  the  poor  ihall  not  periih  for  cver.^ 


ObfeS.  <'  AUs !  J  Mn  a  p»oori  weak,  heartlefs  crea- 
ture :  i  hare  little  ground  to  hope*" 

a^frfi  Ton  have  God's  catt  and  promife  to  eacovnige 

fOii.     <iTOan  under  your  deadne£H  ^^  ^^  the  ateaaa  % 

aim  honeftlf  at  four  dut?i  and  look  to  Ood  for  amoin» 

pK(hifi|;  hie  promife.     Do  as  the  ifraelitesdid  ua  the  ml* 

dwiTieft,  Num.  xxu  16.  17.  18    God  had  eaUed  dien  to 

cfae  place  where  he  promUed  them  water,  whudvwas  vety 

much  Tallied  in  lliat  dvy  defect:  Well,  did  they  fit  ftiti 

itf  7,  wattine  till  the  water  Ihould  ipring  i  Mo,  the  no«> 

Mee  pat  to  metr  (laves,  and  digfced  in  espe£iatbn  of 

'  Ood^s  MfiUttig  bis  promife,  and  &Bg,  9fring  t//,  O  nviU^ 

fco«    Make  an  faoneft  msot,  look  up  widi  hope,  aad 

Mxj  for  the  fpriiignig  of  the  well*    dome,  bring  all  your 

CRvpty  veffels  to  the  fountaiii,  in  expeAatioo  ^  a  fill  t 

X>o  as  the  poov  widow,  a  Kings  iv.  **  lirlng  not  m  few  i^ 

for  I  am  fare  the  veflels  win  &il  befoie  the  oil  fiiit. 

Plorf  wirii  CKkI  for  the  acoomplMfaittg  of  his  word :  Say» 

f*  Lord,  thou^  we  cannot  fi^  pour  water  on  ua,  for 

we  ate  thirfty,  yet  we  ean  plesul,  pour  floods  on  us» 

fee  we  ase  dry  mottd :  Lord*  mdee  ns  as  hungry  as  wc 

wm  empty,  and  tUrfty  as  we  are  dry  c   Lord^  if  thou 

4eal  wmi  us  according  toooxfettieof  need,  wewiB  get 

Kttle  ;  but,  Lord,  w«  pleads  thou  w9t  deal  with  us  ac* 

cordiiiE  «o  ear  rod  need,  «fd  thy- royal  bomrtyi  and  dien 

we  wiU  be  right  enongh.'' 

O  poor  fool !  Art  thon  longing  4er  the  fj^ngmg  ^f 
the  well,  faying,  ^  O  that  I  knew  in  what  part  of  this 
valley  of  Baca  the  weU  wooM  fpriogf  what  ordinance^ 
what  dutjT)  would  be  the  mean :  There  I  would  wait 
and  lie,  there  I  would  dig  and  cry :  Ohe  g«{h  of  thefe 
liviBg  ftreams  would  fatisfy  my  longing  foul  ?*'  Poor 
Jmif  thou  fikih  not  die  fir  want  i  jom  iisar  tbi  moordcf  a 
ting  for  it^  iia.  aLli.  1 7.  x8.  '^  Wlien  tbe  poor  and  needy 
ftek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  dieir  tongue  faileth 
far  thivft,  ( the  Lord  will  hear  them,  1  the  God  of  liiael 
will  not  forfake  thi^.  I  wiH  open  rivers  in  high  places, 
and  fountains  in  the  midft  of  tiie  vallics  1  I  wiU  make 
the  wildernefs  a  pool  of  water,  and  the  dry^lsKd  fprings 
of  water.'' 

3  T  a  V>ukUfTw» 


DiitEcrioK  IV. 

APTER  you  have  this  morning  meditated)  AtMk 
year  hearts,  wreftled  with  God,  read  kt*  wohi,  m 
performed!  family- worflitp,  with  faith  9n^  ferretic? te* 
able  to  this  folemn  occafion  :  You  ou^ht  timeorfy  ■ 
repaif  tfo  the  church  againft  the  folemn  worlhm  bq^ 
And  let  your  hearts  be  breathing  fordi  many  \itf^ 
ejaculations  by  the  way;  fuch  as  that,  PfiUm  zffi-  ^ 
4..  '<  Send  forth  thy  lj|;ht  and  thy  truth  :  Lict  tbemld 
ne,  and  bring  me  to  thy  holy  hill,  and  to  thy 
hacles.  Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God|  sM 
^d  my  exceeding  joy."  0»  it  weie  a  pleafantfnM 
this  mommg,  to  be  going  with  joy  to  draw^  water  oi 
of  the  M^elis  of  falvation  !  Let  us  be  very  thankful,  tli 
the  wafers  of  life  do  flow  fo  pleafantly  and  pkttdfi^ 
to  us,  betwixt  the  banks  of  gofpel  ordinances  ;olc6G«l) 
^hat  has  not  made  the  barren  wtldemefs  our  d^wdHag'^ 
But  let  us  think,  as  we  go,  that  as  God  rained  <}o«b 
inanna  from'heayep  on  his  people^  fo  he  rained  do«B 
iire  and  brimftone  qu  Sodom  and  GotnfvraJi.  ^ 
lerves  to  teach  us  toTejoice  fo  in  the  mercies  wluck 
God  raini  down  upon  us  in  the  facrament^  iswfo^ 
his  judgments  m  cafe  they  ^  abufed. 

Again,  think»  **  I  ani  o^w  upon  my  way  to  AMWflf 
fCalvary :  Lord,  forbtde  that  Chrift's  traitors  be  mj^ 
^ndan(s :  Let  all  niy  lufts  and  idols  he  for  ever  baoHb- 
^d  from  me  :  May  they  never  find  lodging  in  my  foul 
^y  more :  Lord,  ^elp  me  to  go  this  day,  with  (oA  a 
melted  he^rt  and  weeping  eyes,  as  the  h<^ly  Viifft^ 
Nary  Magdalen^^  and  the  other  tender-hearted  woffiOl 
of  Jerti(alem  had,  when  they  went  to  mount  Calva/fi  t^ 
behold  Chrift  crucified.  Am  not  I  going  up  tP  ^^^ 
fame  crucifixion  reprcfented  before  my  eyes  V\ 

As  it  was  a  part  of  your  fecret  work  this  moniingf 
to  plead  eameftly  With  God  to  dire£b  his  meflcfigeri  to 
fpeak  fuitably  to  your  cafe;  fo,yoif  ought  by  the  way  ^ 
be  fending  up  ejaculations  for  this  eiid,  and  frequeodf 
to  be  crying,  A'wake,  0  norik^wnd^  ani  ccme  thufa^ 
i/owf  &c.  The  minifter's  words  will*  be  but  as  wind, 
ind  a  beating  of  the  air,  (unl^fs  die  wind  of  the  Spint 

i     «     -:  ^     ^    -  blow) 


blow)  ^'  O  Spirit  oi  God»  coipe,  infloenee  my  hcait  thk 
day  -,  I  dare  not  go  to  the  table  without  thy  prefeooe  s 
<^  Locd,  (land  noft  this,  day  behind  ihe  wall  t'^  for  theie 
g^nnot  be  a  (adder  fight  in  the  world»  than  a  ^rnvs  hardk- 
hearted  mmmvoicant^  with  God'$  back  turned  on  hiofu 
;<>  If  thy  prefsnce  go  not  with. me,  carry^  me  n^t  op  • 
hence/'  O  Lord,  it  is  time  for  thee  to  work  \  1  aeror 
i)Loo4  miOr«  in  ne^d  of  thy  pre/ence  than  at  this  lime  x 
It  is. my  errand  to  meet  with  thee  at  thy  Aahle :  Loidt 
lend  me  not  away  with  a  fore  heart*  .  K  commumon* 
day^  withput.communion  with.  Chrift^  wiU  never  iatisff 
my  fouL" 

Plead  with  God,  O  young  «»mmunicant»  that  this  maf 
he  the  day  of  yonr  acquaintance  with  Chrift,  even  the 
day  of  vottT  efpo^(aky  and  a  day  to  be  had  in  everlaftit^ 
rememhi^moe.  And,  indeed,  if  you  enter  thisi  day  into 
the  bond  of  the  covenanti  it  will  be  a  vefy  memorable 
ds^y.. '  Qod  will  Uefs  the  memory  of  this  dsy,  for  he  wiU 
gain  ^  (on  ;  Jefua  Chrift  will  write  this  day  in  bis  ka« 
lender,  for  he  will  g^in.a  brother  i  the  Holy  Ghoft  wilt 
rejoice,  for  he  will  gain  a  temple ;  an^s  and  faints  witt 
be  gladf  for  they  will  gain  a  fellow-Cexraet;  and  you» 
ffpecially,  may  rejoice  with  enceedipg  great  joy,  for  you 
will  gain  an  eternal  inheritance*    • 

PinffiofU  concerning  our  Carriage  when  the  time  ofre^ 
ceiving  the  Sacrament  doth  approach* 

I.  Whbn  the  time  is  come,  or  near,  that  yon  are  to 
go  to  this  holy  table ;  confider  that  this  is  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  and  auguft  ordinance  under  heaven,  and  requires 
the  moft  profound  awe  and  reverence  from  you.  The 
place  is  holy,  the  table  is  holy,  the  bread  and  cup  are 
holy;  and  ^*  God  is  terrible  from  his  holy  places*** 
Who  is  able  to  ftand  before  tbis  holy  Lord  God  i  Tour 
daiijfcr  is  great,  if  you  make  a  raih  apprcKich,  and  feek 
him  hot  aifter  the  due  order.  The  l^ft  wrong  look  oir 
wrong  touch  at  this  time  is  criminal,  and  may  coft  you 
your  eternal  falvation  It  may  provoke  the  Lord  to 
make  a  fearful  and  vifible  breach  among  you,  as  he  did 
upoa  U^zah  and  the  men  of  Bsthfbemefh;  for,  the 
"»''''  nearer 


^f^       Ham  f  Jppr^ceh  ihe  tjoirJ^t  %Me.    Dire&]|| 

wnmsr  to  GtMr«  «ltir  you  come,  the  fire  of  Us 
ii«mf  tte  more  vebemently.    Laboor  then  to  go  lel 
table  iR'ith  holy  fear  and  tPfemUing ;  (oft^  ao  eomoy 
lb#e  i«  tlie  fweetedy  fo  cofnmunton-^irrath  ift  die 
Heavy  judgments,  both  ifiintilaly  tempofral,  a«d 
ini^g  owr  the  unworthy  ccmimiinicant's  head.    If 
iraold  prarem  thefe,  adventure  ro  thie  t»Me  with  I 
feirtr  and  dread  :  For  if  the  woman  with  the  Mosi} 
§&t  feared  (b  miich  to  touch  the  ^*  hem  of  Chritn 
»i«ffir,'^  Mark  v.  how  much  more  ought  ycm  to  fe* 
touch  the  fymbola  of  hU  body  and  bkx>d9  to  pat  ^ 
hand  into  his  wounds,  and  feel  the  print  of  the  rA\ 
If  fiich  a  holy  man  as  Johti  the  Baptift  thoorht  Mnfci 
ttnworlfay  to  bear  Chrift'a  ftoe8»  how  tntHrS  mot* 
Tile  finners^  like  you,  unworthy  to  tottch  und  fed  ^ 
iris  broken  bod?  and  ftied  blood  ?    Let  jvwr  Iba&ita 
be  humble  at  the  dnft  when  you  approaob,  in  adaf 
fenfe  of  your  great  unwoitfainefs,  former  gui)^  •' 
bleach  ^  former  vows  made  at  this  table  ^  for  to  M 
humble  foula  God  hat  pvomifed  to  look  m  mercy,  ^ 
Uvi.  a. 

IL  When  you  are  going  to  the  tiMe,  h^er  tatt 
op  your  fouls,  as^d  all  your  faculties  and  affic^lidnss  ^ 
cite  all  your  graces  anddefires  to  attend  Qittft.  O  fe 
that  your  fouls  be  lively  and  your  hearts  fixed,  ^^^ 
yoit  are  about  to  draw  liear  and  feal  a  oiatriJige-etv6 
nam  with  Cbrift.  Tou  baye  great  need  to  look  toyev 
hearts  and  frames  at  this  time.  A  dea4  heart  or  an  ui 
frame  now^  is  very  unfuitabie ;  k  is  like  the  4ea^  'f 
in  (he  box  of  ointaaent,  it  will  be  fair  to  ^poi]  foercosi* 
BHmieatiBgk    For  God's  lake  look  to  it. 

Oh}$a.\.  «<Ohrfryaone,  <^myheaitisiii»K<^ 
kls  and  ftupid  frame,  even  .at  a  dead  ftand,  and  thiakp 
neither  of  good  nor  \\\ :  What  (hall  I  do  vrith  it  ?'* 

Anj\  I.  Dtipatch  prefeatly  a  iwift  meftngcr to  li^ 
ven,  an  eameft  ejaculation  and  prayer,  to  call  fot  ^ 
help  of  God^B  Spirit,  as  Cant.  ir.  \6.  latvcat  iu»^ 
breathe  vpon  your  dry  bones  with  a  freih  gale,  aad  t^ 
a  coal  from  his  own  altar  to  inflamcTour  afieOioo^ 

a.<y| 


^ 


Dtreft,  I Vi      Saw  H  J^maeb  th4  Lvrti  TmUt.     ^ 

2.  Call  on  yo«r  hearts  to  awake  to  a  Itvclyt  UtmCf 
It  ia  a  miftakc  of  Chriftians  to  think  they  are  only  U^ 
call  upon  God.  you  muft  aUb  call  upon  yottrfefarcA}  and 
roufe  np  yourfeWeSt  as  Pfal.  Ivit*  8.  **  Awake  ^p  mf 
glory  >"  &c.  &tjr  up  youriehes  and  all  that  is  wikhhl 
you*  according  to  Pfal.  ciii.  i.  Speak  to  youK  heaJ(t3t 
and  expoftuJate  with  them :  Say,  ^*  O  my  droufy  hiqcV 
ifli  heartf  art  thou  not  aiham^d  to  think  to  coldly  of  thy 
bleeding  Saviour  ?"  Is  his  heart  fo  warm,  and  thine  to 
cold  i  Doth  a  dead  hsad  become  the  iervioe  of  ajiviag 
God?  * 

Olfjia.  II.  <<  Oh  !"  faith  another,  *'  my  heart  is  « 
lading,  wandering  heart,  I  cannot  get  k  ftayed  one  wom 
mont  upon  one  fubje£t ;  it  prefently  gets  away^  aiul 
hunu  after  vanities.  O  what  (hall  I  do  wLch  the  levitf 
and  excitf  fioAb  of  my  heart  i"^ 

Anf^  I  •  L^ur  now  to  ovcf*awe  your  heart  with  tha 
deep  apprehenfion  of  God's  pefeoce  and  all-feeing  ^jse  ; 
God  noticfcb  yon  more  now  than  CTcr.  •  .    . 

2.  Chide  and  check  your  heart  for  its  Tain  cxcur^ 
Sons :  Say,  '*  Did  1  come  here  to  think  of  any  tUb^ 
bat  of  Chrift  and  heaven  "i  Is  this  a  place  for  think* 
ifig  on  worldly  toys  ?  b  this  the  way  to  (how 
fipich  my  Saviour's  deaths  wluch  is  my  bufineis  heiti  I 
What}  cannot  1  watch  with  Chrift  one  hour  sow? 
How  iliea  wUl  I  behold  and  contemplate  him  for  ever/ 

Oijttt.  III.  **  Though  I  am  ooinft  this  length  in  obe- 
dience to  a  dying  Saviour's  command,  I  yet  fear  to  ga 
forward,  for  I  doubt  my  right.  I  cannot  fay  I  am  ia  ^o« 
venant  with  God,  or  that  I  have  faith,  and  an  inufe& 
in  Chrift,  or  that  his  body  was  broken  for  me.*' . 

Anf.  O  difcouraged  (oul,  though  you  ba<ve  not  tl^Sr 
feith  of  aflbrance,  yet  fee  if  you  can  get  the  faith  of  ad^ 
hesence.  Thoiigh  you  cannot  fay  thaf  t^er  you  took 
hold  of  Chrift  or  the  covenant  beforci  yet  try  i/  yon  isan 
get  a  grip  of  Chrift  now }  you  arc  xmsStk  msar^r  to  hi^di 
now  than  at  other  times«  Make  an  endeavontf^  ftic  up- 
your  fouls,  and  gp  to  Chrift  with  all  the  faich  ypu  caa 
win  al,  faying,  with  that  poor  man,  ^'  Lord,  I  believe^ 
Kelp  ^ott  mine  unbelief.'*  If  you  canaot  apply  Chrift  to 

yourfclycv 
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yourfelves,  will  you  apply  yourfclvcs  to  Chrift.  If  p* 
t;tntiot  fay  Chrift  is  your  Saviour  and  hiding- place,  vSi 
^dft  run  like  a  ma1efa£lor  to  him  foir  refugee,  and  tnrif 
^e  will  now  (heheir  you  in  his  wounds,  when  they  ae 
^fo  wide  opened  in  the  facrament.  He  noticeth  ai^ 
poor  finner  that  is  engaging  his  heart  to  approath  in- 
to God. 

Again,  though  you  cannot  fay  that  Girift  is  yow^s, 
^d  you  are  in  covenant  with  him  ;  yet,  are  you  not  wil^ 
ling  to  be  his,  and  give  up  yourfelf  to  him  '  The  covc^ 
nant  indeed  is  mutual.  Cant.  ii.  i6.  **  My  beloved  is  mioe 
and  I  am  his.**  But  if  you  cannot  lay  claim  to  one  pan 
tii  it,  trv  if  yoa  can  grip  to  another.  Is  it  your  ha- 
Ituage,  Though  I  cannot  fay  he  is  mine,  yet  I  am  le- 
Ibhed  to  be  h^s,  and  to  give  up  myfelf  to  him  ?  That  is 
Well  faid,  poor  foul :  for  you  muft  firft  confent  to  k 
his,  before  ye  know  that  he  is  your's :  You  muft  be  re* 
folate  in  your  covenanting  with  Chrift ;  when  yon  «ft 
driven  from  one  horn  of  the  altar,  hokl  faft  by  anotbe^ 
Flee  now  to  Chrift,  faying,  *«  Lord,  though  I  cannot 
£iy  thou  art  mine  ;  yet  I  can  fay,  Lord,  fam  content 
and  refolved  to  be  tmne,  wholly  thine,  only  thin^  anrf 
everlaftingly  thine."  David  could  not  always  fay^  God 
is  mine  ;  but,  when  he  cannot  fay  that,  he  cries,  ^  I 
am  thine.  Lord,  fave  thou  me,**  rfal.  cxix.  94.  Here 
one  that  belongs  to  thee,  and  has  furrendered  himCclf 
to  thee :  *<  Lord,  fuffer  n6t  one  df  thine  to  periflH." 

OljiB.  IV.  ^  Alas  !  I  cannot  fay  to  God,  I^to  tKiic: 
I  fear  he  will  not  accept' of  me,  or  own  me  for  his." 

Anf.  Though  you  cannot  lay,  lam  thine  bj  God's  ac^ 
teptance  ;  yet,  can  you  not  fay,  <*  Lord,  I  am  thine  by 
my  ovim  refignarion,  I  do  devote  and  f^ive  up  mjfcllF 
wholly  unto  ^ee,  I  will  not  be  the  devil's,  the  world's 
or  !u(rs ;  I  will  not  be  rtiy  own,  but  I  will  be  thine :  I 
am  thine,  fave 'thou  me."  Go  to  him  with  that  plea  the 
Campani  came  to  the  Romans  with,  after  they  had  re* 
ffifed  to  help  them  as  neighbours  and  allies  againft  the 
Grtdkns,  who  were  diftrei&ng  them  fore,  and  that  be- 
c^trTe  the  Romans  and  the  Grecians  were  in  friendfliip 
together  at  that  time ;  The  Campani  weut  and  gave  up 

their 
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tlieir  whole  country  in  vaflalagc  to  the  Roniaiif,  jpiying* 
5^   If  you  will  n6t  help  us  as  our  allies>  help-uf  ^  yonr 
vaiTals  aiid  fubjeds^  as  we  are.  content  to  b^ ;  ure  are 
Ture  you  will  not  let  your  tributaries  jperifli."    And  in- 
deed this  ar|;ument  prevailed  with  them»  and  fo  will  it 
^^ith  God,  if  you  ^o  to  him  with  an  importunate  faiths 
and  faften  yourfelf  Upon  him.    Plead^  *'  Lord^  if  thou 
"wilt  not  love  me  as  a  friend,  yet  pitj  me  as  thy  poor  fub* 
je£k  !  I  refolve  to  be  thine,  and,  it  I  perifli,  gne  mull 
perifh  that  deGres  to  be  thine^     Lord,  whether  thou  ac- 
cept of  me  or  not,  I  give  up  myfclf  to  thy  ufe  and  fci*- 
▼icc."*     Art  thou  come  this  lengthy  poor  foul  ?  Fear 
not,  thou  (halt  not  perifh,  Chrift  is  as  willing,  to  be 
thine'  as  thou  art  to  he  his  :  Come  forwar4»  and.  take 
the  feal  of  the  covenant,  and.  make  a  new  furrcnder  of 
yourfelf  to  Chrift,  and  it  may  be  he  will  be  made 
**  known  to  you  in  the  breaking  of  bread.'*   .        ... 

III.  When  this  holy  feaft  comes  to  be  celebrated,  fee 
that  trour  fouls  be  rightly  employedi  and  your  graces 
fuitaoly  exercifed  :  Stuldy  to  have  your  meditations  and 
'  ejaculations  fuitable  to  what  you  ttt  or  hear. 

When  you  are  coming  to  this  holy  table,  and  perhaps 
may  be  p^t  to  Hand  a  little  by  it,,  by  rcafon  ot  the 
throng  before  you  get  accefs :  Think  on  what  Moles 
(aid  to  the  Ifraelites  while  (landing  at  the  Red-fea,  £s«- 
od.  XIV.  13;  **  Stand  ftill. (fahh  he)  and  fee  the, faha- 
tion  of  the  Lord,  V'^hich  he  will  (hew  to  you  to-day.'* 
In  like  maimer  you  are  ftanding  by  the  Red>'fea  of  the 
blood  of  Chrift  :  ftand  ftill  and  wonder  at  the  glorious 
falvation  he  is  ftiewing  to  you  this  day. 

Or  you  may  think  with  yourfelf,  that  you  hear  Chrift 
the  captain  ot  your  fatvation  now  crying,  as  did  Jehu, 
2  Kings  IX.  3a.  "  Who  is  on  my  /ide  ?.  Who  ?"  Well, 
if  you  will  now  appear  or  declare  for  Chrift,  then  you 
muft  throw  your  lufts,  like  JcZebel,  out  of  the  window, 
to  he  daihed  in  pieces* 

When  you  fee  the  communicants  fet  al)out  Chrift's  ta- 
ble, pu  may  think  on  that  word,  Pfal.  cxxviii.  3.  where 
,Gfod  promileth  to  the  righteous  man,  **  That  his  wife 
ftould  be  as  a  fruitful  vine  by  the  fides  of  a  houfc,  and  iiis 
children  as  olive  plants  round  abeut  his  tabic.*'  Behold 
Vol.  I.       •  3  U  ^  'his 


liiapTORiifiiaiide.out  to  Clirift,  GodTs  rUificow  ttr 
v«nt^  the  church,  Oirift's  fptufe,  is  a  fraitnil  nde,  and 
hath  born  him  many  children :  Woold  to  Godthefe 
may  be  Chrift*8  children  by  adoption,  as  well  as  they 
afe  the  church's  by  profewon  t  May  it  be  faid  of  them, 
that  this  and  that  man  was  born  of  her  !  O  how  plea* 
fant  a  fight  is  it  to  fee  Chrifl's  children  fee  as  olite 
plants  round  about  his  table,  and  to  (et  Chrift  himfiBlf 
letting  them  there  !  Surelyi  if  he  fet  them,  he  will  km 
them  alfo,  they  fliali  not  ha^e  ground  to  m  away  widi 
any  complaint  of  him  :  For  Chrift  is  no  nif^id  id  his 
children  ;  he  b  neither  hard- hearted  not  bard*hatuiedi 
if  his  children  feek  bread,  he  will  not  git e  diem  a  ftooe: 
.  When  you  are  allowed  to  come  forward  to  th»Lonfk 
table,  thicdc  with  yourfdf.  that  you  bear  Chrift  ^sr-his 
minifters  faying  to  you,  as  the  angela  fid  to  thr'WQaiei 
«t  the  fepulchre,  Matth.  xzviti«  $.  6.  ^  We  know  whoii 
ye  feek,  ye  feek  Jefus  which  was  crucified;  i00<Bep  iee 
the  place  where  the  Lord  lay :''  o(>me,  fee  the  paomiic^ 
comct  fee  (he  elements  wherein  the  Lord  lieth. 

And,  in  the  mean  while,  take  caie  to  entertain  wctj 
high  ande  malted  thoughts  of  Chrift,  and.rary  krw.-aDd 
humbk^  thoughts  of  yourfelf.  Say,  or  Atxik«  ^<lml 
I  am.  not  worthy  to  approach  fo  near  thee»  far  left,  dot 
thou  ihouldft  come  under  my  ropf.  I  am  not  weithy  10 
cat  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  my  own,  tttlck  le&  dide 
that  fall  from  thy  table.  Oh,  I  am  unwoitiiy  to  he 
allowed  to  creep  as  a  dog  under  the  table,  far  klii;ta 
fit  as  one  of  Chrift's  invited  gnefts  at  the  tabls*  I  di^ 
s  ferve  not  room  to  ftand  atnongft  thy  iertanes,  bfikh 
to  fit  down  with  thy  children*  I  deferve  not  tohatfc 
daily  bread  conferred  on  me,  and  (ball  I  he  aUowtdJi 
cat  of  the  bread  of  life  ?  1  am  unworthy. to  Ji£t  Up  ter 
eyes  to  beaten,  and  (hall  I  get  manna  frokn  heaven?  J 
am  not  worthy  to  eat  the  bread  of  men^asd  fliaU  I  be 
admitted  to  eat  the  bread  of  iingtls  i  Shall  I  entertaia 
Urn  whom  diey  adore ;  nay,  fit  dowji  with  him  at 
vhofe  feet  they  fall  ?  Shall  I,  who  am  unwortb]f  to 
tread  thy  ground,  be  allowed  to  ueild  thylcouxts^ 
Shall  ly  that  am  unworthy  to  breathe  in  thy  mr,  have 
thy  Spirit  to  breathe  into  my  beart|  or  havo  kntve  ta 
bread)  out  my  defires  «nto  tbce  ?^ 
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0  liow  ftfcat  is  the  condrfcending  goodnefs  of  otir 
heavenly  F«dier  to  his  prodieal  children !  Thefe  ate 
wonders  of  mercy^  miracles  of  compaflion  I 

Zotne  Jinffiotufir  Commsmicanis  nvben  aLtii  LonPx  TaUe. 

1  "WOULD  hare  you  at  this  time  to  mind  that  word 
of  Solomon,  ProY.  zxiii.  i.  <<  When  diou  fitteft  to  eat 
with  a  ruler^  conGder  diligently  what  is  before  diee.*f 
O  communicant,  confider  diligently  the  facramental  ele« 
snentSj  and  what  is  reprefented  and  exhibited  by  them. 
Confider  the  facramental  promiiest  and  what  bleiEngs 
are  contained  ia  them.  Confider  the  facramental  ac* 
tioDfli  and  the  gracious  a£ls  which  the  foul  (hould  put 
forth  with  them.  It  ihould  be  a  bufy  time»  and  well 
improven ;  for  diouflh  it  be  fliort,  yet  you  have  mat\y 
things  to  do  in  it,  vmich  may  generally  be  comprehend 
d^d  under  theie  two  heads  : 

I  •  Remember  the  fuitable  fubje£ls  wluch  are  t0  be 
confidered  and  meditated  on  at  the  table. 

2.  Obfenre  and  exert  the  ^cial  graces  which  are  to 
be  employed  and  exercifed  there. 

As  to  the  fitft  of  thefe  heads,  I  (hall  mention  ibme 
fvttable  fubje&s  of  your  meditation  and  c6ntemphtion 
at  this  time }  as,  i.  Chrift's  death  and  paflion.  2.  The 
Mttemefi  and  variety  of  his  fufferings.*  3.  Cbrift's  wiU 
Kngncls  to  undergo  thefe  fuftrings  for  tts«  j»  The 
biefied  effieds  and  benefits  of  his  fuiferings.  5.  Chrift*s 
free^IOTe,  as  ^  impuUhre  caufe  of  ail  he  did  and  fu£» 
fcied.  6.  Hie  evil  of  fin,  which  brought  on  his  fuf- 
ferings.  7*  God's  holinds  and  juftice  manifefted  in 
them.  S.  The  ebmmunion^feaft  abpve,  reprefented  by 
this  lower  table. 

I.  Kemember  and  meditate  uj)on  the  death  and  paffion 
of  out  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  David  hath  a  Pfabn,  which 
he  cdls  a  P&lm  of  ircmembrance.  Pfalm  ^ixviii.  Here 
^  80a  <^  David  hath  a  facrament^  which  may  well  be 
called  a  £icrament  of  repaembrance } .  fqr  the  great  ead 
of  it  is  to  be  a  mpmorial  of  Chfiflt  its  author  and  found- 
er; For  he  faid,  when  he  juftitated  iti  Tlins  do,  in  re- 
mnArancerf  nui  and  we  find  theife.  words  ufed  twice 
over,  both  at  the  delivering  of  t)ie  breadrand  of  the 
wiiie,  I  Cor.  zi..34.  25.  As  If  be  had  faid^  Whatever 
3  U  a  •  you 
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jtiM  imnd^  fee  that  ^o  forget  not 'your  fufleflkig  He* 
deeiher.  Some  of  Chrift's  vork«  are  .narrated  only  by 
oneeyangdift)  as  liis  turning  the  water  into  wine,  and 
fome  others ;  fome  of  his  works  are  recorded  by  two 
evapgelifts^  as  the.  hiftory  of  O^rift'd  bkth^  by  Matthew 
and  Luke  4  fome  things  are  recorded  by  thteeof  ibeoi,' 
as  the  inftitution  of  the  facrament  of  the  fiipper :  But 
as  for  Chrift's  death  and  paflion,  it  is  recorded  by  them 
all  four.  And  this  is  done  no  doubt  to  teach  us,  that 
though  all  Qirift's  works  and  actions  are  fefioufly  to  be 
remembered  and  thought  upon,  yet  none  f<^^fpcdalty 
as hb desthand fuffertngs.  And,  when  (hdJB  this  be 
•  thought  upon,  if  not  at  the  facrament,  whofe  inftitotibii 
was  purpofely  for  the  remembrance  th^eof  ?  O  cocti* 
municant,  will  ye  Hot  think  of  this  fubjeA  when  you 
have  Chrift  crucified' evidently  fet  forth  before  yo«r 
eyes,  m  the  bread  broken  and  the  wine  poured  oW? 
Oh  was  his  blefled  body  broken  with  torments,  and  his 
precious  blood  {bed  for  the  remiiTion  of  oiy^fin  r'Alid 
will  I  not  think  xipon  him  i  Dear  Saviour,  thou  ISd- 
4eft.me  remember  thee  :  Oh  how  (hoold  I  ^ver  f<)r^tt 
thee  at  any  time,  and  fat  lef?  noiAr  wheat  1  fir  at  thy  i^ 
ble!  If  I  forget  thee,'  O  Redeemer,  let  my  -tiglit 
hand  forget  its  cumiirig,  let  my  tongue  dleeq^  •  ttf  the 
roof  of  my  mputb.  -  O  that  Icould  c^er^o  ouctjt  my* 
felf  to  remember  thee,"  and  never  think  on  theirvrfth(mt 
an  extafy  of  wonder !  .       \       .. . 

II.  Think  upon  the  bittemefs  of  Chrift's  paffion/tiitd 
the  variety  of  his  fufferings,  and  revolve  in  thy  tbotfjt^ts 
the  feveral  fteps  and  degrees  thereof.  And  ]>art)cttlar« 
ly  take  a"  view  of  your  Redeemer's  agony  in  die  |^rdtti 
of  Gethfemafie ;  walk  into  that  garden,  and  heboid  Mb 
falling  to  the  ground  under  the  weight  of  your  fins, 
vrreftlingas  in  an  agony,*  and  fweating  great  drops  of 
blood,  and  thefe  burftihglhrough  all  Ms  garmentf.  0^ 
fee  how  he  lay,'  atid'how  he  bedewed  and  ftained  the 
flowers  of  the  garden  round  about  him  with  his  bfeod.. 
Never  any  in  the  world  was  knt)wn  to  fweat  in  fach  a 
maimer  before,  ahd  never  any  fince  that  time.'  In  a 
natural  way  of  fpeakhig,  the  coldnefs  of  the  night,  bis 
lyixig  on  tKe  cold  ground^  and  the  exceeding  greatneft 
of  Chrift's  fear  at  that  time,  (hould  have  drawn  all  his 
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blood  inward  from  die  outvard  parts  of  hit  body.  O- 
bqt  tbifl  fweat  was  pretematural !  He  iwcats  wttboat 
fiTCi  and  bleeds  without  a  wound*  There  war  noiheat, 
xio  fire  without  him. that  made  him  fweat  at  that  time  { 
no,  tke  five  was  within  him,  even  die  fire  of  1  God's 
"wrath  kindled  in  his  foul ;  this  made  the  blood  about 
his  heart  to  boil  and  burft  through  his  veins,  flefh,  ftin^ 
clothes,  and  all  together.  There  was  no  wound  ou&« 
watd  as  yet  given  him,  no  fword,  no  fpear,  no  weapon 
as  yet  had.  touched  him,  and  yet  he  bleeds :  -Oh,  the 
nvonnd  was  inward  in  his  foul ;  deep  and  iearful  was 
the  gafli  which  the  fword  of-  juftice  made  at  this  time 
in.hiaibui:  The  breach  was- wide  as  the  fiea,  and  ac- 
cordin^y  a  whole  fea  of  wrath  brake  in  widi  violence 
upon  Us  (bul*  He  falls  firft  upon  hi»  knees,  and  then 
upon  the  ground ;  he  lies  under  die  preAire  till  he  is 
ovowhdmed  with  his  Father's  wrath  and  his  own 
blood«  Deep  called  unto  deep,  till  all  thefe  dreadful 
waves  and  billows  pafibd  over  him.  He  cried  to  his 
Father^  be  complained  to  difciples,  he  fou|{ht  thoir  fym« 
pathy  and  prayers  ;  but.  no  relief  had  he  frpnv  that 
airth  ^  he  muft  tread  the  wine  preis  alone* 

Next,  O  commimtGants,  foltow  your  Redeemer  after 
he^waa  apprehended,  by  your  meditations,  and  trace  hia 
ftepa  through  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem  :  Think  what  he 
underwent  when  he  was  hurricdfsom  one  tribunal  to 
another.  Go  into  die  high  priell's  palace  and  to  Pilate's 
judgmenfrhali,  )uid  obferve  what  unparalleled  aflronts 
and  indigfrudes  he  fufFered  there,  and  none  to  take  hit 
part  \  he  was  reproadied,  defpifed,  and  abandoned  by  all 
men,  as  if  he  had  been  the  wor(t  of  men,  and  unworthy 
to.jmathe in. the  worlds  He  was  put  in  competition 
wida^.a/vik  li^urderer  for  his  Ufe»  and  yet  the  murderer 
is  prefjntted  before  him  •  Yea,  his  own  chofen  difciples, 
who  had'boeOi^yes^witneflts  cf  his  mixacloB,  and  ear* 
witaefieaibffhis  oracleSf  they  turn  their  backs  on  him 
with  the  reft  ^  one  of  them  betmys  htm^  anodiet;  denies 
hiai»  and  all  the.  reit  forfake  him .  Behold  how  imwor* 
thy  men  bufiftt  him,  blindfold  him,  and  fpit  on  that 
beautiful  face  which  angels  behold  with  wonder.  Be* 
hold  how  h«  was  fcour^^i  dra^^  up  and  cbwn,  af- 
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fronted  and  mocked  a  whole  ni|{ht  on  your  doooiint»  at 
if  he  had  been  the  derifion  of  wicked  men  and  derib. 
Mow  the  devil  thought,  if  Chrift  was  to  be  the  elefl's 
iitretj,  and  was  to  jduck  them  out  of  his  claws,  be 
fhoald  pay  well  for  them  ere  he  got  them ;  and  there-' 
lo^  many  a  wound  and  buflet  got  he  :  But  content  it 
our  Redeemer  to  take  all,  to  get  his  eled  free  and  fafe; 

In  the  next  place,  behold  how  the  heavy  ttee^  of  the 
croft  was  hid  and  fatten^  on  the  fore  and  bleeding  (hod^ 
devs  of  our  SaTiotn*^  and  he  obliged  to  carry  it  to  the 
place  tJi  execution.  Follow  him  in  your  thoughts,  and* 
fee  him  wreftfing  under  the  weight,  when  goingup  mount 
Csdrary ;  He  carries  it,  tiD  he  can  carry  it  no  further, 
he  is  fpent  and  founders  under  the  load,  yet  defires  bo: 
leKef*  MxxpA  roovint  Calvary,  and  there  fee  thecrofif- 
hid  do\rn  upon  the  ground,  and  Ghrift,  the  blefltd  vit^^ 
tim^  hid  down  upon  the  cto6,  which  was  a  rack  as  weS" 
as  a  deadi ;  fee  how  he  is  racked  and  nailed  to  it  by  thr* 
bloody  executioners.  And  then  behold  die  curfed  tree 
lifted  up  with  the  Lord  of  glory  faftened  to  it,  and  fixed^ 
onthe topof  mount  Calvary,  asa  fiicri6ceto  foftke  fbr| 
'  an  eleA  world.  Behold  him  ranked  among  malefiiAok^' 
and  hanging  betwixt  rwo  riii^ves;  Behold  his  hands  aUl 
feet  jneiced  and  rent  with  nails,  his  glorious  head  cd^eiw- 
ltd  with  a  crown  of  thorns,  and  his  tender  fide  run  dirbT ' 
WfA  a  fp^F.  See  how  the  thorns  pierce  his  holy  head  \' 
fee  how  his  precious  Uood  trickles  down  from  his  ma^~ 
ny  wounds ;  "fee  how  his  roy^  vifage  turns  pale  \  fee 
how  his  head  bows*  ^d  lies  i-dying  on  Ins  Ueofing* 
breaft.    Is  not  this  an  affe€ling  fight  ? 

Again,  Confider  the  prodigious  outwatd  darimeis' 
that  was  on  Oirift  during  his  paffion  on  die  cro£i  fur* 
feveral  hottfs  together^  to  ihew  the  faortiMe  inward' 
darknefs  that  was  on  hh  foul' while  die  wrath  of 'God 
aAed  againft  hiiii  as  being  the  Ikcrifice  for  the  ufoild's- 
fins*    We  read,  that  whHe  Abraham  was  ofiering  Us 
facrifice,  Gen.xv.l^  tht  fun  was  Roing  down,  and 
an  horror  of  |preat  darknefs  fell  upon  him*    So  fared  it 
with  Chrift,  while  he  offered  htmfelf  a  facrifice  for  us. 
Mowy  the  Lord  reveai6d  his  wrath  from  heaven  againQr 
the  ncrighteoufnefs  of  the  world,  whidi  was  at  this 
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tinie  laid  on  Chrift.  Our  Redeemer  lay  under  this  dadc- 
ncfa,  to  fliow  diat  we  fliould  have  fuffered  the  honor 
of  darknefs  for  ever,  even  that  blacknefs  of  datltne&y  . 
-wl^ch  the  ajpoftle  Jude  fpeaks  of.     Bot^  gigry  to  God^ 
xhc  blackneu  of  darkuefs  caufedby  God's  v^irfath  for  fin, 
v^as  now  laid  pn  our  Surety*    Strange !  God  canieih 
his  fun  to  faine  upon  the  juft  and  onjud,  but  on  our 
Redeemer  now  it  mud  not  (hinoj  as  if,  of  all  the  unjuft 
o^le8  in  the  world,  he  were  the  moft  unjuft,  having  the 
whole  ipjuftice  of  the  ele^  laid  to  his  cha];ge.    Oh,, 
fpotlels  Lamb  of  God!  Innocent  Redcenvsr  of  man- 
kind I  Moft  pure  and  juft  one,  that  never  cfended  a*- 
gaifift  the  law  !     And,  muft  thou  bedoalt  with  a«  the 
iQoft  unjuft  perfon  that  ever  breathed  in  ttie  worlds  be* 
caufe  ot  the  injuftice  of  others  i    Now  all  tfac^^werft 
ol^sarth  and  hell  were  let  lootc  againft  our  Itff^mer :. 
a^thefe  lions,  bulls,  dogs^  and  unioorns^.. were  fet  iqif^, 
onuhini  ^;tgi  .teas  him.     And)  was  it  not  e90H§^  chat  i 
^rth  and  hell  were  againft  him,  hut  nrnft)  WiAea  Cst . 
itiGrif^g^inft  him  too^  and  dechre  its  indi^^tioa  bf, 
ib^,i\W^  &g^  of  the  horrible eoatinued dai]^oe&*  OI^ 
tt^^s  heavier  and  {harper  tp  our  Redeemci;  d&an  all 
to%iq(||;:^^i#  fuffertngs :  U^im  the  reft  he  waa  fileo^, 
b^jppwpbci^unoe  hoM  his  peac^;  ,af|d  therefore  fends 
fon^^^tMf  formidable  loud  cry,  ^  Mj  God,  my  God* 
why.naft  thou  forfaken  me  V* :.  During  the  contiauaace 
of  ihele  three  dark  hours  was  Cfarijft  drinking  tlie.h^ter 
cup )  and  now  be  cooes  to  the  bottom  and  bi^tereft  ^ 
dregs  of  it.    Now  were  the  invenomed  arrows  of  the, 
AlmJo^tf  pi/erdng  him  in  the  moft  fenfible  part  ^  and 
thorem^e.  muft  qry«    0  how  juftly  th^n  m^ht  he . 
hi^ve  cried  out  with  Job»  and  with  better  ground  too 
than  he.  Job  xix.  21.  .*'  Hare  pity  upon  m«,  have  pi- 
ty upon  me,  O  ye^my  friends-i  for  thjt  hand  of  God" 
ndth  touched  nie  T'    How  truly  ns^ight  the  hufband  riow 
have  taken  up  the  fpQ|if<^*S'Urnen|ation,  Lam.  u  22^ 
^*  Is  k  nothing  to  yo%  all  ye"  that  pafs  by  ?    %]^4^ 
and  (p^  if  there  be  any ian;ow. like  unto  my^iiMorow^ 
wbicli  is  do^e  unto. me,  wherewkk  the  Lood.hath.afT 
fli£ked  me  in  the-dv  <4  ^  ^k^^  wrath  V    Do  but  i* 
magt0€  what  exceffive  pain  and  exceffive  torment  be 
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pnc'erw^nt  jHldx  in  foul  and  hoijf  when  he  midfr#i 
fcartul  joutcry :  And  canft  thou,  O  commimicid^  fee 
fuch  a  tra^^dy  a^ied  on  the  bleeding  JcAjl^  «rith  di^ 
eyes  ?  This  facrament  is,  as  it  were,  a  YifiUe  fermak 
on  ouTsSaviQur^s  paflion ;  in  it  we  behold  the  wbdetm* 
gedy  that  was  a^ied  on  the  crofs.  Here  ^Hre  ^msw  dx 
whole  cifoomftances  of  the  barbarotts  malitfc  -  of  tbe 
Jews  and  Romans,  againft  the  innocent  Son  of  GoL 
And  we  fliould  endeavour  to  be  as  much  9€k£bt6  therein' 
With,  as  if.  we  had  feen  the  (ame  aded  with  our  bo£lf 
eyes. 

Moreover,  Think  now  upon  Chrift's  cry  .updD  die 
cTofs,  when  he  faid,  Ithirftj  Ithitft.  No  wonder  ht 
eried  fo,  when  there  was  a  furnace  of  wrath  kiodled  » 
his  foul,  a  fire  that  diied  up  his  ftrength  anti  moiftoit 
like  a  potflierd,  and  made  his  tongue  cleave  to^his  jawfr 
A  ftrange  complaint  i  Itbirji  The  creator  is  chiiltii|fr*- 
and  there  ts  no  creature  to  giire.refre(hn(ieiit.v  Sorai^^ 
Hfight  not  one  have  cried,  <^  O  where  were  tall < the  «adis 
in  Jerufalem  at  this  time  ?  Where  all  derfqiiotaUs^  r^ 
vers,  and  lakes  in  the  world  ?  Where  all  thevibmadf  Asti 
fruitful  land,  when  my  Lord  and  Saviour  C9uld' not  get ' 
a  drink?  Ty  upon  you  all,  that  would  let.glarioas  Jixoff 
Jefus  be  burnt  up  with  third.''*  O,  but  they  m^  ba«t ' 
anfwercd,  .*'  We  dare  not  own  nor  relieve  kioi  at  .Ais: 
time  :  God  hath  laid  an  arreit  on  us>  and  ve*dbre<n0t 
break  it  to  fcrve.our  maftcr."  How  ftranf^e*  ta  hear  ■ 
the  fountains  and  vines  fay.  We  will  gi^e  Silate  arii', 
Herod,  and  all  the  enemies  oJF  Chrift  drink  s^ut  ^v0  ^', 
give  Chrift  liimiejf  nouei  though  be  die  forthirft .'  Ob^^ 
is  there  no  liquor  for  precious  Chrift  in  >ad  ithe  earAi'' 
but  bitter  gall  and,  vinegar  to  inc^eafe  hisrtbirftaftd'^*'^'' 
ment :  Not  a  cup  of  cgld,  water  for  the  IiOi^  aH'^i^  '^ 
not  a  drop  to  cool  hia  icofched  tongue  i  buriiemoftdi^ 
crying  out,  Itbirjl,  But  O,  if  my  Savior  had  iMii 
thirfted  on  the  crofs,  I  had  thirfted  wiA  Ditea  in  faett^ 
nay,  all  the  eleA  had  lien  there  in  that  kke  jof  fire,aiMi 
jcried  for  ever,  Ithirftj^  Itbirfi. 

An4  further,  Condder  the  extent  and  univetfalitf  ^v' 
his  ftif&rings..  He  fuffered  in  both  natures.  His  Cio4- 
htadlodeied  could  not  fuffer  grief,  but  it  faffeted  an  ^ 
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dipfe,  and  hf  under  %  ttSS  for  thirty  three  years,  except 
one  hottr  it  broke  out  ind'ihotie  on  mount  Tabor* 
He  foficred  in  all  fais  oflkes  ;* for  tHey  mocked  and  ri*^ 
dKeuled  hinif  as  a  prophet,  defpifed  und  mfulted  him  zi 
a.prieft,  abufed  and  flif^ted  bim^is'a  king,  putting  a 
mock  Coeptre  in  hig  hand,  and  arraying  him  with  an  old 
pofpfe  robe,  moek  habrHments  of  majefty.  He  differ'- 
cA  in  all  the  powers  and  facaktes  of  his  foul,  and  in  alt 
the  fenfes  and  members  of  his  body :  His  head^  hearty 
haiids,  back,  fides,  md  feer,  were  all  mangled  and  pier- 
ced, and  no  part  of  him  flree  but  his  tongue,  to  pray  for 
his  eaemiea.  He  fuffered  in  his  outward  goods ;  for 
^hat  he  had  of  this  kind  were  his  garments,  and  thefe 
*«mife  taken  from!  him*  Moreover,  he^was  wounded  in 
hiiiiiame  and  reputation ;  for  he  fuffered  as  a  blaf* 
phvraer-againft  God,  flis  a  traitor  agatnft  the  Roman 
emperor,  ar>d  as  an  enemy  to  Mofes's  law,  though  he 
was  cniircly  innocent  as  to  all  the  three.  He  differed 
fptai'aH  hands  -,  from  heaven,  from  earthy  flrci'm  hell ; 
ffom^Herod,  from  Pilate,  firom  the  High  Pr'reft  t  from 
tbcifiLonianoy  fr6m  the  Jew^,  frorii'  flie  foldiers ;  from 
tb^^lergy )  f^om  the  lawyers ;  ffohi  rulcts^  from  com* 
a«pisi  fromfiiendb,  from  foes  t  fbm'difciplcs,  from 
ftsngers  ^  all  were  againft  him :  But;  which  wks  worfl: 
o£aU^  God  was  againft  htm  too.  For  he  being  fabfti- 
tiattfnn  tlxe  room  of  (innersji  God  aded  as  an  inexora- 
ble judge  toward  him  ;  he  fmote  him  with  the  fword  of 
jilftice,  frowned  on  him  in  a  terrible  mantier,  and  with- 
drew from  him  alt  the  fenfible  feelings  of  his  loving-^ 
kinilnefs,  and  reftrained  the  influence  of  thofe  beams 
whkfa  might  any  way  refrefh  his  troubled  fout  ifi  the 
hourt>f  hi9greateft  need*  So  ^atthere  was  never  anf 
forrvw^lite  o«ur -Redeemer's  forrow. 

-Hence  it  was  that  hc^firtd  ap  hh  fuppircAtim  wiiH 
futh^fitmg  trying  and  iears^  Heb.  Vi  7.  '  Hearken,  O 
communicant^  how  Chrift  wept  ^rtd*  fobbed  in  tb€^  gar- 
den, and  how  loud  he  cried  on  the  crofs,  Fathtt^  Fa^ 
thtr  i  Mercys  mtrc) :  My  God^  my  God.  But,  what 
a  feay  think  you  was  there  in  heaven  at  this  time  ?-^ 
Why  ?  The  Son  of  God  weeping  1  The  Creator  of  the 
ear^  crying  and  fobbing  on  the  earth  !  Never  was  tiherii 
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fach-  a  commotion  in-  heaven  or.  eirth,  skher  before,  or 
ever  fhall  be  afters  Wh&t  %  ftir  wasLtiisie  amoDfi  ibe 
atigels)  when  their  LovcTixFas  weeping,  cr^ng^  «dfi^ 
h\v^  ?  How  Tin^afd  were  they^  and  intent  nfMon  thrift* 
file  !  Strange  \  might  theyi  fiiyv  he  tbd^fkk4i  B^tittifki 
as  a  liitU  things  cryiitg  fo  bidenaily  at  dkia  time  !  Ih 
th^t  can  bear  op.  heaaeb  and  earth  with  a  finger,  wtef* 
ing  !  What  can  be  tli&  nntrert  P  Surel>^  there  waa  turn 
than  the  tree  on  Chrift's  Hack,  more  than  the  thorns  in 
his  temp'of^t  or  the  nails  in  his  hnnda  and.  AM*  01^ 
there  were  the  cnrfes  off  Godf^  laiw  on.  the  tree  that 
Chrift  bore,  whichr  weve  heavier  than  ten.thoyfnri 
mounmins  of  icon  !  The  poifon*  of  Gcd^e  w«atii  i«« 
in  with  the  thoma  and  the  iron  naiiai  and  encettdinti 
hie  ver^  foul.  ' 

ChriftV  martyrs  and  fnficrers  hartf  rejoiced  i«'th« 
fuffenn^»  ami-fang  pnufea  undqf  theip  tortoiet'*,  ami 
yet  Chrtft,  who  is  xht-  author>  of  their,  ftretigfh  and  com* 
^orti  doth  himfetf  complain  and  weep !  Oh  bdt  all  the 
martyrs  fuflRarings  were  nothing  but  flea*Utkfgs  to 
Chrift'a  !  1  hey  had  God'k  prefence  with  them  in  their 
trials;  but  Cmift'  had  God-  angry  and  viithdratm  frow 
bim;:  Nay^^the  Lord:  did  ran  upon  Him  as  agiantf  iM^ 
made  him  the  butt  of  hb  envenomed'  anrow«;  Hence 
it  was,  that  our  Ix>rd,  at  the  fight  of  his.  wrath,  ^'^ 
to  fear  and  be  f6tc  amaacd,  Mark  xir.  jj.  Hie^wrf 
in  the  original  language  is  ehtbambeiftbmi^  i.  e.  Ui$  f' 
Jlonifbed  with  terror.  To  fee  millions  of  men  defpait- 
i  }  is  not  fomuch  as  tD  fee  Ghrifl:  begtnninf  ^toftr. 
And  O  it  was  JK>t  afmall  ftar  that  was  «•  our  Kf 
deemer ;  ho,  it  was  *  great  fr ar  and  amafeetnent;  w» 
ver>  was  any  man  fo  afraid  of  the  torments'  of  beWj  ** 
Chrift  ((landing  in  ourroom)  was  of  his  Fathei^wridii 
becaufe  neref^man  knew  the  power  of  that  wT*h  fo 
Weil  aa  he.  O  what  angui(h  was  there arChriffshcait, 
that  made  it  to  bleed  without  anv  ontwMrd  vioience,^ 
that  blood  to  burft  thiough  both  fle(h^  Ann  ^9^ 
mcms  at  once !  The  pcrfeft  knowledge  which  Chmt 
had  of  things  aggnrvated  his  fnfieringa :  He  did  toi 
ftut  his  eyes  when  he  drank  the  cupj  no,  he  pcrfcffly 

faw  how  dceggifli  and  bitter  it  vatf  and*  yet  he  reiittf^ 
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^  -4011^.  MooBf  uvea  fe^r  not  -bdH^  bocanfe  iihey  4o 
fcnpcieeift  not;  ;if  iboy  dii  fee  that  pk  upon  for  -tbein 
^eAivt  fhe/'Came  at  it,  it  might  perhaps  caulb  them 
-treoabk  «t  their  fins,  and  many  wid&ed  men  tniighr  ifsn 
vnad  at  ibe  Jionror  «f  it  :*  But  Chrtit  oleariy  iocefav  all 
iie  met  withi  'wMoh  vtas  f«r  greater  and  worfe  than^he 
xwroienu  of  any  dimncd  fotdj;  and  ^tbis  ^aade  him  to 
jbc  amazed  with  :fesr« 

Finslllyi  confidcr  hov  our  Redeemer  at  laft  jbnw:^ 

"his  Keaid,  anid  gave  u^  the  gfaoft  1    Strenge  iiglu  1  to 

»4«e  the  Lord  ^f   Life  •death's  prifoner !     to  &e  tie 

Pfinotly  littd  of  Jefoa  fiiHiBg  down  upon  dbis  brea  ft  ! 

To  lee'tbe  Lord  of  Bfe  wanting  Ufe ;  to  fee  thefe  e^  s^ 

•^•bttt  wefe  '<tft  lift  op  to  heaven  in  pr^er,  now  waacrd 

dim   and  ifized  4hat  they  cannot  naove !  To  fee  that 

iBOiith>  that  f pake  m  never  man  Ipake,  iiow  iilent  and 

'»0t  Mt  to  i^c^a  ward!    An  aflFeaing^fi^t !   The 

-wmrM  aever  iaw-the  like  I  To  fee  ibe  fair  ooipfe  ^f  glo- 

llrloos  ^ft«  lolled  in  linen,  andiaidin  a  £i^t  grate! 

'To  (st  Mm  4}ting  there  dead,  durt  vaifed  Lasartis  fron^ 

*4^  grave) •to  fee  iiim  want'oigilife,  that  gave  life  40  ikteo 

and  ani^ets  (  <md  trtl  fj|r'tiby-£iiDe»  O  beUe¥ing  icornmu- 

»]iacant  I 

'  <    And  then,  how  «mwing  were  the  circittAftances  of  liia 
'^aefion  !  -B^ftaoaiber^faaw  (hame^ully  tlie  Lord  of  ;glory 
.  w»t  f^l  to  detftb,  how  he  waaliaptand  huvgnaked  be- 
•  fove  mH  Ifrae],  and  before  she  fiui.     And»  whetc  was  it  ? 
feiren  at  Jeisttfalenv  whioh  iie  .had  Jioaouted  with  his 
inrefence,  taught  wkb  MspreacUiigSi  aA<Miifiied  v  ith.his 
'toitacles,  amd  bt wailed  w«di  bis  tears.     ^  (J  Jennfalem, 
}«KiiiEiiein  (fold 'he)  how  oft  would  liiav^  gathered  yout 
iat  y^u  woidd  not !  Otf  thou  hadft  known  in  this  thy 
^y  M'  £oe.*— ^What  pdice  in  Jerufetem  was  it  ?  With- 
out the  gates  of  Cahrary,  among  the  ftinktiig  bobes  of 
^e  malmfikofs.  When  was  it  i  At  thepaffover,  a  tiane 
of  great  concovrfe  of  all  the  Jews  and  nrofelytes :  Atin>e 
when  they  lboiild«eeeiiie  the  £gure,  tlsey  reje£l:  the  fub* 
Aance;  wlienthey  ifaottld  killand  eat  >the  facramental 
^ttab  in  faitii  and  vbaiikftt^eb,  dtey  ksM  the  Immaculate 
Laitib  of  GodouT  truepafibver  in  cruehy  and  oontempt. 
— ~Wiih  whom  i  Even  in  jnidft  of  two  thieves,  as 
if  he  had  been  the  captain  of  thieves.    How  great  was 
3X2  the 


Ac  ,diigp€e  and  contenopt  that  was  poured  on  Ae  f^ 
rtoiis  Kc3eenier  of  Ifracl !  Behold,  be  who  thougk  k 
HP. robbery  to  be  eqaal  with  God,  is  himfclf  made cqul 
iHTith  rubbers  and  malefactors !  Jeremy  lamenu  if,  in  K^ 
reel's  cafe,  as  a  piece  of .  the  moft  reproachful  t]%a»Bcatt 
tbat  princes  were  hung  up  by  their  liands*  Lam-  ▼•  U- 
Ohy'tbua  wae  the  Prince  of  the  kin^s  of  the  eattii  iicat- 
ed  for  our  fakes ;  and,  (hall  we  not  be  dcqply  aftedc^ 
with  it  ?  » 

III*  Another  fuitable  fubjed  of  meditadoa  at  dc 
liOrd's  taUe,  is  the  willinfrneb  of  our  Redeemer  to  u- 
dergo  all  tbefe  fufierings  for  us.     He  was  Do>wife  ■«• 
portuned  or  compelled,  but  moft  freely  undertook  to 
pay  the  elea's  debt,  PfaU  xl.  j.  8.  "  Then,  faid  I,Ia 
I  come,  I  delight  to  do  thy  wilL"    As  if  he  had  (aid, 
**  Father^  I  {ice  no  other  is  able  to  pay  the  debt  ofthck 
poor  baakmptSt     The  Levitical  pricib,.    for  all  the 
fccafts  they  have  killed,  and  all  the  facrifices  they  }a^ 
ofiered  theft  many  hundreds  of  years,  they  hate  not 
been  abk  to  pay  fo  much  as. one  faithing  of  the  ckds 
debt  to  this  day ;  it  is  all  entindy  owing  ftill."    <'  Sap 
crifice  and  offering  thou  woul3^  not  -/^  I  fee  liiett  «iO 
not  doi  but  I  know  what  will  :TTien  faid  he,  "  U' 
come;''  ni  be  furety,  and  I  will  do  the  work  eSc&^r 
aHy  ;  but  I  muft  leaTe  the  glory  of  hnveo  far  a  m€> 
Then  farewell.  Father,  for  thirty*thrcc  ye^rs  ;  faievdi 
all  my  angela,  and  all  my  faints,  till  I  cofDclvMik  ^gsin; 
I  muft  go  and  reliere  thefe  perifiung  fouls,  and  i  ^ 
do  it  to  purpofe."    Tlie  Xiord  iaith  to  as,  by  that  wi^ 
man  Solomon,  "  Be  not  furety  for  any  man:"  Batt 
faith  Chrift,  Though  I  give  that  advice  taothen,  J«t  I 
wiU  not  take  it  to  myfclf;  I  wiU  be  furety  for  mtff 
men,  yea,  for  ftrangets,  though  my  very  gannents  fliouH 
be  taken  away  for  it :  My  heart  bleeds  for  them ;  I  cafl- 
not  fee  them  thrown  into  an  eternal  priibn,  when  I  ^m 
able  to  pay  their  debtj  I  will  go  and  pay  it  for  tbc». 
'^cll,  when  the  time  came  to  pay  the  debt,  did  be 
begin  to  rue  the  bargain?    When  he  found  the  ddt 
great,  and  the  payment  heary,  did  he  (hun  his  creditorsi 
as  many  men  do  ?    No  ;  he  is  as  willmg  to  psy  *? 
flea's  debt,  as  God  to  cxaft  it.     «  With  dcfiKt' 
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iSreft^  iV.    Haw  to  Btbove^i  the  Lord'j'Tal4^l       ^ 

firyi  he  **  have  I  defircli  to  cat  this  paffovct  ;*  6c<ia$fe  n&^ 
tivEf  term  of  payment  which  I  long  looked  for  is  come. 
One  might  have  thought,  for  a^  franlc  as  he  is  iii  under* 
taking,  yet  ftay  till  he  once  taftc  the  bitter  cup  he  is  tf6 
tSrink,  he*ll  perhaps  change  his  mind,   and  f>egin  to 
fhrink  from  it.      No,  no,  the  tafte  he  had  got  of  the 
cup*8  brim  made  him  third  the  more  earneftlf  for  the 
Vcrry  dregs  df  it,  thkt  he  might  get  his  poor  ele£l  put 
altogetSer  beyond  the  danger  of  it,  Luke  xii.  50.  "  1 
have  a  baptiUn  to  be  baptized  with,  and  how  am  I  ftrait- 
ened  tjll  it  be  accompliihed  ?    It  is  a  terrible  black  cioul 
tliat  hangs  over  my  peoples  heads  1 1  long  for  its  break- 
ing opon  me  their  Surety,  that  I  may  get  themfafe,  and 
but  of  all  hafzard.      And  when  Pete:  drew  a  fword  to 
d^Erfend  his  mailer,  and  prevent  his  fufFering :  ^  Hold 
thy  hand  (faith  he  to  Peter)  no  fwords ;  the  cup  that, 
tny  Father  hath  given  me,  ftall  I  not  drink  it  ?   It  is  '» 
bitter  cup  ihdced.    I  find  it  from  the  large  draught  X 
have  taken  of  it  juft  now  in  the  garden  *,  but  though  it 
be  Utter,  yet  it  is  juH :  1  have  undertaken  it  as  the  eled's 
Surety  $  and,  Peter,  will  you  hinder  a  man  to  pay  his 
debt  ?  What  then  would  become  of  all  my  elcffs  louls,  . 
^iild  of  your  foul  among  thi^  reft  ?   If  this  cup  be  death 
lo  me,  it  would  be  eternal  damnation  to  you.     I  have 
legions  of  angels  ready  to  refcuc  me,  if  I  needed  them  ; 
they  are  all  looking  on,  and  waiting  my  orders:   But 
keep  your  poft^,  ye  bngels ;  come  none  of  you  10  my 
nflifUnce  t  Let  no  man  draw  a  fword,  and  let  none  of 
my  difciples  offer  to  interpofe ;  for  I  am  refolved  to  pay 
their  dcbti'  I  will  lay  down  my  life  for  my  Ihecp.     Let 
Jonah  Ihen  be  caft  into  the  fea,  and  ye  (hall  be  all  fafc." 
Oh,  what  a  wilKng  facrifice  was  our  Redemer !  He  is 
content  to  fwim  in  a  fea  of  wrath  for  us  the  fp^cc  of 
thirty- three  years ;  and  never  defircd  deliverance  till  the 
fea  is  perfcAly  calm^  and  his  ele£l  out  of  ha:^aid  of  be- 
ing fwaliowed  up.  i 

Confider  how  he  quickened  the  traitor  Judas,  and 

bade  him  make  diipatch,  when  he  was  going  about  his 

'  bloody  work.     He  furtg  a  hymn  wheii  he  was  going  to 

the  garden  to  be  apprehended.     He  caft  himfelf  ijl  tlic 

pcrfecutors  way,  goes  forth  to  meet  them,  and  boldly 

prefeni 
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padrnts  bimfclf  to  them  5  amd,  as*  if  thfey  were  too  itov 
in  apprehending  Urn, lie  qaidcens  them  to  it,  bftdfing 
than  twice  over,  He  was  the  man  they  bought.  Anj 
ilieti  lemember  bow  willmg  he  Was  to  let  imriefaflerf 
1h(i^  be  hid  on  his  imiocent  hands  ;  hands  diat  nem 
ifid  evil,  bands  ibat  never  ^lole  any  thin^,  that  hckx 
(bed  blood ;  nay^  hands  that  headed  difeafes,  cared  tbe 
Ian(ie»  fed  the  banja'yy  and  ioofed  our  fetterB.  But,  wlnt 
Steed  was  there  £ar  bindii^  ib  wilKng  a  ^rifon^.  Ik 
was  to  make  no  ftrmj^Te,  no  Tefjftance,  but  was  like  a 
lamb  led  to  jllhe  il.iughter,  withoot  opening  lus  mooA 
O,  bnt  he  is  wilbng  to  be  boond  far  onr  fakes  !  Fatfaer, 
fays  he,  bind  me  and  loofe  them  ;  let  me  be  tiir  rtfi 
cacrght  in  the  thicket,  flay  meand  fave  them.  Aft  tbor 
itts,  aX  their  debts,  ali  Aek  defiert-s  be  lipcm  me;  -a 
Fan!  iaxd  to  Philemon  concerning  Onefimu5>  FhiL  ft 
^  If  they  hare  wron^  thee,  or  owe  thee  ought,  pot 
that  on  my  aooemit  ^''  chaige  it  on  me»  take  pajoKflt 
ind  fiittsfaftton  from  me. 

Agatq»  ^ben  he  was  tefere  die  iq^prieft  accdH 
WQ&  witnefles  againft  him^  he  would  not  iky  ^  ivoiti  ^ 
his  own  defence ;  thoo^  they  could  prove  nofAi^g,  T^ 
k  liefired  not  to  be  repealed.    Though  he  wats  tntviii 
innocent  of  crime  or  faa|jt  before  ^e  worid,  f^  te 
r  knew  he  was  guilty  bv  imputation  and  irdhkntMy^'l^ 
tution,  and  therefore  he  holds  his  peace.    Seeingke  was 
fiable  before  God  as  a  Surety,  be  would  not  hinder^ 
paymeiitj  b«t  willingly  fubmfts  to  thehardcft  condittons 
#f  our  rcKef.    Thoi^h  wicked  P9ate  wus  coovittcedff 
iiis  innocence,. and  fought  to  fave  his  life,  yet  hcfo«|^ 
It  not  himfdf -:   Hence  we  read  how  Pilate  fcoWRW 
Chrjft  Tory  fore  with  fharp  nbttcd  eovds,   and  theM 
brought  him  forth'  to  the  people,  to  fee  if  Jthcir  h«^*^ 
wovM  relent^  when  they  few  hite  all  tdcodhig,  fayinTi 
Behold  tlje  man :   Surely  (thinks  Pihtc)  whcnAq*^^ 
his  furrowed  back  and  bloody  (houldere,  they  wi*  ^ 
ready  to  fay,  Poor  man,  thou  art  iM  enou^  hmnikifif^ 
for  any  ill  thou  baji  done.     But  Qh,  he  knew  no  better: 
Juftice  was  not  iatisfied^  and  thefe  hdUhounds  were  flot 
latisfied,  they  muft  have  bis  life,  his  heart's  blood,  ^ 
nothing*    And  your  lovii^g  SaviouTj  O  believer,  &f^ 
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v/»  t»  it^  you  (halt  hswe  it»  f  will  die,  I  wil^  be  a  {^r 
icrifice  for  fin«  I  will  bfiuSjvtij  Fathex^s  jitfttee  to  the 
^utiennoft,  I  will  have  tftj  beloved  bride  out  of  danger  j 
X-  .waH:  no«  leave' one  fanning  of  the  debt  for  my  people 
^a  pay. 

.  Ncxt^  <Jbfcr»e  how  willingly  he  (took  tke  heavy  croT* 
vfpon  Ki6  bleedifng  (houldisrs  to  canrry  k  tb  tile  f^lace  ^ 
execution^  thougn  hb-  ftfcngth  wa3  very  mticb  fpedt 
aiready  "with  watching^  wpeftiittg>  btifflitiiiig,  fbdkrgifig' 
andiofs  of  bl6od.     O  what  a  %he  dD  you  think  was* 
our  Lord  Jcftis  ge'mg  foidi  out  of  th^  gates'  of  Jemfs- 
Icm  with  his  heavy  cmfs  and  your  fins  on  his  back,  anl 
like  to  fall*  under  the  buvden  at  he  wsent  T  How  wtfadc 
^as  he,  tn>  body»  add  weary  in  foul^  ere'  1^  gfiyt  «& 
the  top  of   moiuit  Cslvary  t    And  what  faw^  he*tle^ 
fove  hint  as  he  was  dimbinff  that  mount  ^   Nifthing 
but  acuvfdd'deathi  and  a  black' cloiwl  of  God^  wraths 
Yea^iie  liarri  a  load  of  wratli  ali^ady  (Mi**hts  back,  that 
was  hx  heavier  thaft  d^ecrofs  he  was  b^^ring^:   Ob^ 
it  ws|^  no  ixronder  that^  he  ftsggered,  fonnd^red,  of  felt 
under-  his  burden;  fo  that  Simon  the  Cyrdhtan  was- 
compelled  by  his  enemies  to  carry  ^e  light  end  dP  tke 
tSQc  b^nd  hirrv,  left  he*had-  die<t  before  he  came  ^ 
the  top  of  the  mount.     Biic  our  loving  Jefiiis,  though 
fae^w^s  fpent  and  weary  in  his  bodyt  yet  f6rwal^d  aad 
willing  was  be  in  his  mind' to  go  and  be  made  a  facri* 
See  for  n% :  And  therefore  up  the  mount  will  he  ^^ 
though  he  iees  juftice,  deviis  and  wicked  men  at  tho 
top  of  itj  waiting  to  fcfften  on  him  when  he  coihes^ 
bttty^  fcekig  there  was  no  other  way  to  deliver  his  loft 
ihsep,  howil)  go  and  meet  them.      Well,  O  commti- 
nicant,  obferve  and  take  notice  of  your  Savioui^s  fteps^ 
as  he  went  up  the  mounts  with  the  burden  you  laid  up- 
on hia  back^  follow  him  all  the  way  with  an  eye  of  faith: 
Though  it  was  cuffedly  heavy*  yet  how  patiently  4oth 
he  bear  it.  '  He  complfiins  not,  he  opens  not  his^^mouth^ 
He  will  not  bid  you  or  any  of  the  eled  lend  him  aliit: 
for  he  knows  you  are  not  able  to  bear  ttie^  leaft  grain- 
weight  of  his' burden  )  it  would  break  yourlMcks*  and 
eruib  you  to  hcU  for  ever :    He  wiU  besr  it  all  alone ; 

'  only 
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only  he  will  have  you  to  notice  him  widi  the -eye  of  Ui^ 
md  to  femembef  htm  l»i«h  lore  and  pratitMdew' 

IV«  Lei  the  Ueffed  efieas  and  beoefice  of  OiiM 
{offerinffa  be  the  fubje£k  of  your  thooghts   ac-  cUs  tfaic! 
Hereby  juftice  is  fatis£ed»  and  believcTB  are  redeemel- 
The  fife  of  divine  ahger  is  quenched,  the  tnooth  of  lxl| 
ftopt,  the  ocean  of   wrath  dried   up>    the  raginj^  H 
quelled*  the  roaring:  lion  Tanqui(bed  ;  the  oAd  ferfoc 
i^  unftingedf  and  his  venomous  head  bniiied  i  die  hf 
is  difantied  of  ks  thunders  and  curfesi  and  its  !oadd>> 
mours  againft  us  fileneed ;  our  debts  are  paid>  and  tf 
charge  obtained }  an  angry  God  becomes  a  reconciled 
Father^  and  both  grace  sad  glory  are  purchefed .     Hms* 
bf  our  putrifying  fores  are  cieanfed,  our  deadly  pfegsd 
caredf  God's  beanttfui.  image  reftored,  flakes  of  ^tu 
become  fons  of  God»  hnrs  of  hell  become  hcifd  of  iM»- 
ven»  tebeb  againft  hearen  become  favoorirea  of  Oodj 
and  traitors,  get  acoefs  to  his  throne.    Hereby  thegM 
of  Paradife  are  opened,  the  flaming  fvord  tcvaib^ 
fkirioaa  aAasfioqaprepaped,  and  the  crown  ofhitfoP 
ch^d  far  beUevers.    It  was  not  for  nought  ihaf  tfi 
Redeemer  grvianed  and  wept*  fwate  and  fttuggledi'M 
and  died*    Thefe  great  deliverancea  and  merciea  ^iViv 
deadly  hard  to  briug  fbslh.    They  put  our  Redeemer 
to  cry  oi>t»  to  the  amazement  of  ang^is»  and  horror  of 
meni  '*  My  God»  mj  God*  why  haft  thou  for£lken  mef^ 
Butt  now  it  is  fioimedyhis^  agony,  is  ofer,  the  dcHvei^ 
ance  is  wrought,  and  redemption  is  purelviied :  Jafttce' 
now  faith,  **  it  is  enough,  I  am  fully  fatisfied  ^h  thi^ 
Surety's  payment,  I  demand  ^no  more ;"  the  faefifee  hi 
of  a  fwect  fmelling  (avonr  to  me,  and  it  perfumes  all 
the  eleds  perfons  and  performances.  Nay,  fo  efficaekni^ 
and  acceptable  were  thefis  fuffi^rings,  that  the  virtae  of 
them  reaches  back  to  the  beginnusg  of  the  world,  and 
extends  forward  to  the  end  of  it.    God  was  fo  wdl 
pleafed  with  them,  that  he  accepted  of  theth  as  a  tan« 
fom  for  ele£l  foub  four  thoufand  years  before  he  endttr« 
ed  them.  The  Surety's  payment  was  fo  acceptiUe,  that 
he  took  many  thoufands  to  heaven  before  the  debt  wa»' 
paid,  upon  Cbrift's  puole  that  he  (hall  pay  ^  for  all  the 

faiats 


?A  Aiats  under  the  CXd  Taftameot  wtnttofie^nimlM  #ttf^ 
^  ««  This  is  mf  bdcmd  Sod  iil  ^riiom  I  tm^w^'^^^Af 
:i  likia  Cod  dedsrcd  from  beavim  again  and  agaftii>  ^^  ^. 
:  3  <*  Many  a  time  Kave  the  eleA  gtiered  me ;  fhafty  ^  })n)-- 
*«•  irocation  have  their  fins  given  me^  yea»  have  their 'diii* 
X!  ties  gircnr  me :  But  I  am  well  pleafed  widi  mf  9(m^ 
q^  thieir  Surety  hath  Satisfied  me  for  tbm  all.**  '  ' ' 
ig,  •  V*  Tea  ought  to  medicate  en  the  impulfitt  cafrfe'Of 
.,  durift's  fif&ring  on  his  pam  His  free  )oftt'#M  tlie 
sk  o$!Af  motive  %  k  was  this  that  cauled  hkn  to  take  ijtpon 
{ .  liini  the  llieavy  burden  of  our  fins,  tharwould  have  fufik 
u«  into  the  bottomlefs  pit.  As  often'  as  we  •come  Co  die 
lord's  table  to  partake  of  thefe  elements,  we  Aould  do 
it  in  temembranee  of  Chrtft'sunfpeakabto  aftd  iA^m- 
prehenfible  love  to  us :  We  ihoula  never  p6i^m  this 
h^y  teey  without  admiration  and  aftomflikiketi(atth6 
thouji^hts  of  our  Saviour's  infinite  love  and  imdeferfed 
eooipaOon  toward  US|  in  that  he  laid  doirn'hfe^life  to 
fisvctmrd  who  had  rebelled  againft Mm.  Ourftede^m* 
cr<  welt  knowetfa  the  evil  nature  and  dti^ckm  cf  nftn^ 
^at  he  is  a^  to  forget  his  beft  friends^  and  tdtutn tiii^ 
llMUiiikful'for.'thc  gveateil  benefits  ever  he  reetivuil )  and 
shspFofomhe  coufiilts  our  eternal  good,  by  injoini^  ua 
tp^^^lotfmlize  thisr  ordinance  in  remembrance  of  that  tm^ 
menfe  late  he  ezpiefied  sowards  us  in  his  death  tsnd  fuf* 
ferings.  £efide  what  I  have  formerly  faid  of  yout  me^ 
ditating  on  and  admiring  die  love  of  Cfarift  befoie  your 
coming  to  his  table  f  I  do  exhort  you,  nowyou  are^at 
the  table^  to  faU  a  wondering  ar  it  arfseft,  for  this  b  inoft 
proper  woik  for  yon  at  fucb  « .taaie. 

«  O  dte  love  of  Chrift  that  paffeth  knowledge !" 
Wh^re  iMi  I  begin  my  thoughts  on  tfaia  fabjeSt  ?  and, 
when  begun»  how  ftall  I  Make  an  end  i  Tby  fetie. 
Lord,  is  ancient  $  tboulovedlt'tts  firft,  and  that  when 
thoe  was  no  eye  to  pity :  Thou  tookeft  not  on-thee  *'  the 
nature  c^  angels,:  but  die  feed*  of  Abraham  \^  thdy  are 
bound  widi  oh^s  of  darkneft,  wWlft  thou  art  dtfaWing 
us  with  cofds  of  love.  Tea,  thou  lov^sdft  us  vrfien  e- 
nemiest  To  have  fpared  our  lives  had  been  4ine«peft- 
ed,  undtferved  mercy^  for^  ^  who  finds  hi»  eneiliy> 
and  lets  him  go  well  away?^  But,  Lord|  thou  haft 
Vol.  !•  31  found 
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found  me  in  mine  «nmity,  and  haft  pitied  dm  ^  fO| 
when  my  hand  waa  lifted  u|^  agaidft  thee^  tbine  aroK 
have  been  open  to  embrace  me.     Nay,  thou  haft  opei^ 
ed  thy  very  heart  to  lodge  thy  profeffed  eptmke  wk 
have  trode  thee  undqr  foot.     Thy  bowels   yearned  ta- 
i^rds  them  who  raked  in  them  with  their  bloody  han^ 
Thy  heart  fonrned  with  affeAioit  towards  them  llae 
cruelly  pierced  it.     **  Herein  Chrift  hath  commetidcd 
hi$  love  to  lis,  that  while  we  were  finnera^   Chrift  &i 
for  ua.'^    O  aftonifhing  love  \  that  the  general  (houM 
die  for  the  foidter,  the  phyikian  for  the  patient,  the  xaat 
ter  for  the  fervant»  the  (hepherd  for  the  (heep,  tie  v^ 
oocent  for  the  guilty,  the  jaftfor  the  unjuft,  the  priaoe 
for  the  rebel,  the  Lord  of  glory  for  the  children  of  ^i- 
obedience !  He  that  was  without  all  Hn,  for  him  tht 
was  without  all  righteoufnefs  \  yea»  the  Creator  for  tbt 
creature,  Ood  for  man,  the  righteous  Judge  ibr  tht 
condemned  malefa£tor  !  O  love  without  a  parallel !  For 
the  Judge  to  put  hfmfelf  in  the  malefafi^or'a  doatkl 
and  room,  and  fufier  death  for  him  !    For  the  bl«M 
Son  of  God  to  interpofe  hia  own  innocent  bieaft  co  i# 
reive  tbefe  mortal  wounds  due  to  as  !  Behold  God  A 
fuf&cient  expolbd  to  hunger  and  thirft»  gvicif  and  weiii^ 
nefsi  reproach  and  indignities  of  all  forts  I  Behold  tk 
world'a  Saviour  wounded,  mangled,  aad  kiiied  by  ««* 
grateful  man  whom  he  came  to  fave  !    Glorious  S^i» 
our,  what  love  was  this,  that  thou  fhoutdft  become  "a 
man  of  forrows  and  acquainted  with  grief  V  that  ff^^ 
the  womb  to  the  tomb,  from  the  cradle  to  the  cre^ 
thy  whole  life  (hould  be  a  oontinued  martyvdom  I  Th^ 
thou  (hould  ft  be  content  to  be  htm  among  beafti,  li^ 
among  murderers,  and  die  among  thieve-.;  atfdail  » 
obtain  a  place  among  the  blefled  for  m  I    O  ihe  uafi* 
thomable  love  of  Jefus  I  Hia  name  is  love,,  his  ntturt 
is  love,  his  words  were  love,  and  his  a&fooa  weie  ioie* 
He  preached  love,  he  pra£lifed  love,  he  lived  in  levc, 
he  was  fick  of  \w^^  nay»  fhe  died  for  love."    The  a- 
poflle  might  well  call  it  a  known  unknown  lovci  ^* 
ill.  ip, ;  we  may  feci  it,  but  O  wc  cannot  fathom  it. 
Jacob  (hewed  great  Jove  to  Rachel,  in  his  enduring  the 
heat  by  day,  and  the  frofta  by  xtight  for  her^  But  oar 

.     toveif 


l0T«ly  Brldegroofn  ftievi^ed  far  greater  love  to  his  fpwfe 
in  undrrftoi-if;  the  curfed,  painful  and  fliameful  de<)Ui 
of  the  cr  fa  for  her.  U  is  reported  of  the  pelican,  that 
i«rh#n  her  you;i^  ones  are  ftunjir  with  fome  poifono^y 
fisrp^iir»  Hit.  oe^U  her  hreafl  with  her  beak,  liil  the  warm^ 
Ulouii  K^fiv<^*l)  out,  which  they  fuck  and  recoT^  :  W^ 
are  nil  ftung  n^ortally  by  the  old  f  rpejitthe  -evil  j  but 
beWUl  the  love  of  our  heavenly  Pelican,  ho  iec-out  U# 
beartf 6  blood  to -recover  u&.     .       - 

O  eommitmcant,  retnenvber  bis  love,  fcieing  he  ccr 

4|u%rej|tit  at  this  time,  £k  this  in  umtmbirance  of  me.     Q 

reinomber  Chrift^  for  he  did  not  for^e*  you.  .  He  mind* 

mA  j^ouat  his  laft  fuppevi he  nvade his tedament, and  put 

joii  io  ttt  "kj^  left  every  believer  a  good  legacy.     At  hi« 

dcitli  lie  mtiided  you  more  than  he  nainckd  himfeli     In 

his  laft  prayer  he  put  up  many  a  petition,  iior  y^u,  biU 

fo9v  -for  himfelf*    In  the  garden,  on  the  cro^,  and  in 

tM  gi^Yf^f  his  poos  loft  (h^p  wereftiH  in.his  mi/id:  He 

|lU9d^  you  .both  day. and  oighc;  many  ajijghe's  fl^cp 

toidi;  ChriftV  iheep  fron>.  hi«n»  thinking  on  thefn,  and 

llhsAdin^  for  them.,   .Q..that  n^as  ^  r^ina^rk^blc  night'^ 

flr/epiibaf  Chfift  wn^ntdd,  whe^  he  fwato  b^ood*  in  thff 

f  ar^len  for  you  \  thfat  wab  a  mglu.t^ey^r  to  be  ^prgottciHi 

ibitifc  PA  it  jriow.     Whf;n  wanted  yiOUA-nij^a'h  fltfepl9{ 

CliriOr  thinkinjr  9n  hi$  ]ov(9»  wondefing  a^  his  fuSerin^^ 

VQ^pi^if^  ^r  ^"  ^^iter^ft  thereifi  ?  O  feek  to  m^k^ 

It  *up  .r>pw«  9Dd  fttryi  t*'-  .  O  the  bretdtH  and  length,  Q 

^h9- height  and  dep^ii  of  (he  love  of  Cl^rlft  i^Lo^df  wha^ 

m  manr  ih^t  tho^  art  n^i^dfvl  of,  {-i^sss  -^  Wl^at  i$.<he»  thai 

th03»  ihoul<lrA  magtii^y.^hifi),  .and  fet  thy  heart  upoft 

Um  r'  Strange  !  that  thoja  ihotdti^  ^t  thino  li^art  up« 

on  w:rt»|che^  fo  u  to^ijive  tlv^  glorious  Son  of  thy  IpvQ 

tf^fuffer  all  the  curfes  of  the  law^  and  viak  of  thy  wrath  9 

%f^  make  us,  who  are -cluldren.  of  wrath,>yea,heii;»of  tbi% 

emfe^  ,and  fire- brands  of  htU,  to  beoc^rv^;  children  0$ 

Cod,  heird  of  the  bkfling„  and  of  eter^ial  liie  !  Surety,' 

yhilf  you  are  thuft  nnuCng  oii  the*  love  of  God»  your 

Wai;t6,  like  David^o,  ihpttld  wax  liot  withiA  you,  and  the. 

iire^ih^uld  burnri  nay*  the  fl^inc  of  Iqve  to  Gk>d  (hould 

kreak^^t  in.th^  moft  lively  and  active  tnanner :  Now 

3  Y  2  your 
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JKAiTj^thnardJhouUfinifMrth  thefmell  tbernf;  novflie 
weet  odour  of  your  graces  fliould  fill  all  the  hoofe. 

Vr.  The  evil  of  fin,  which  was  the  procurHig  omA 
of  Chrift's  fufiering,  (hould  alfo  be  the  fubjea  of  yotf 
thoughts  at  the  Lord's  table.  He  had  no  fin  of  hisomii 
but  our  fins  were  laid  upon  him ;  and  difine  joftke  find* 
ing  them  there,  took  vengeance  on  our  faretj  totheul- 
termpft.  Oh  Lord,  our  fins  were  the  principal  iAmak 
that  woeful  tragedy :  They  were  the  traitors  vriiidi  bf 
die  hands  of  Judas  delivered  him  n^  to  be  cmcified: 
Pilate,  the  Jews,  the  Romans,  were  but  the  executisiieii 
of  our  fins.  Our  fins,  with  clamours  more  importuftatt 
than  all  the  Jewifli  rabble^  cried  out,  Crucify  htm^  Cm 
'  mfy  him.     What  foolifii  inconfiftent  creatures  are  #c^ 
that  bewail  the  event,  but  redrefs  not  the  c^nfe  !  Afasl 
we  naturally  have  as  great  enmity  agadnft  Ids  image,  tf 
•they  had  againft  his  pcrfon :    They  grieved  Um  In  Mi 
body,  we  in  his  Spirit :   The^  opened  his  woofidsif  ^ 
tnade  them  bleed  a-firefli.  Neither  had  they  gottheledl 
power  to  touch  him,  if  it  had  not  been  for  x>uf  fins  iW 
made  him  obnoidous  to  Wrath.— Oh,  who  iras  i<^«IWt 
armed  the  Jews  and  Rothahs  againft  him?t  W4b  p« 
the  fword  in  juftice%  haads  ?  Who  forced  thtfc  j^mdl 
*nd  bloody  fweats  from  my  "Redeemer? '  ^',-  l^^b^i' 
I  ?  My  fins,  my  pride,  my  unbelief,  ihy  athdlhiff  nf 
covetoufnefs,  my  malice,' my  lyings  cheating,  fwcai4*tf 
fabbath-breaking,  &c.     Tbefc  raifcd  the  (^rm  of  wtatS 
againft  my  Surety.    Blame  not  Judas,  Herod  or  PBa»^, 
the  Jews  or  Romans,  f6  mudh  as'lliy  fins :  Nay, '*'«»' 
the  Judas  that  betrayed 'him,  the  Herod  that  moeW 
him,  the  Pilate  that  condemned  hiih,  thte  execiitf<*<f 
that  drove  in  the  nails,  the  foldt^r  that  pierced  fiiiR*    ' 
O  my  foul,  behold  thy  Saviour  now  hati^ng  on  th^ 
erofs  for  thy  fins,  and  yet  dying,  Wt9p  net  Jbr  mt  thl* 
en.dure  this  tortnte,  bufweepf9t  ywr/e/frhztcxf^cA^l 
behold  the  cruelty  of  thy  fins.     Look  through  thfe  ^p- 
ing  wounds  into  mv  heart,  pierced  firft  by  love,  nextbf 
forrows,  and  then  by  a  fpcar  folr  you.      Bt  pcrfaacied 
what  an  evil  and  bitter  thing  fin  is  to  me ;  fee  hov  J^ 
rakes  unto  niy  fide,  and  tears  my  very  heart :  Canft  tho» 
love  or  harbour  that  which  ufcd  me  thus  ?  You  fiy  J^ 

tfe 
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my  friends  (  and,  will  you  not  take  my  jpart  agaioft 
tbis  deadly  enemy  ?  Have  not. ail  thc;fc.  wounds 'rnoat]ia 
iOOioa^  10  perfuade  you  to  hate  fio  ?  ,0K  yiriU  jou  luig 
my  enemyf,  tear  open  my  wounds,  and  crucify  me^  ^ 
£reili  ?  O  commuiucantSf  let  your  hearts  anfweri'f^  N^ 
]L»ord»  I  will  never  reqviite  thy  kindnefs  fo»  Til  i;»evcr  ac- 
count that  .light,  which  made  my  Saviour's  foul  liea^f 
nnto  death ;  that  (hall  not  be  f weet  19  me,  that  was  fo 
bitter  to  binfi ;  that  (hall  never  be  my  joy,  that  made 
Chrift  a  man  of  Cbrrows :  O  (hall  not  theif  Cns  be  for- 
iaken  of  me,  that  made  htm  be  fotfaken  of  God  ?  ShJI 
CVCT.^hey  be  fuSered  to  live  in  me,  that  would  not  fuf- 
CSirift  to  live  in  the  world  T' 

.0  what  ftupid  creatures  are  we,  if  we  do  not  now 

ftaad  afioniiliediat  the  heino.u(nefs  and  hideoufnels  of 

our  fin^,  for  wbicii  no  atonement  could  be  made  but  by 

tbe  bitter  ,paffioa  and  agonies  pf  the  Son  of  God !  Shau 

3VC  notfay,  furely  there  mud  be  niore  in  (in  than  men 

^iPtmoffAj  reckon?    It  could  b^  no  fmall  matter  for 

^lElwdbk  the  belov^  San  of  God  endured  fuch  horrible 

90d.  dre^dfiil  torments*    O  heavy.dead  weight  of  my 

%fii^j  tbal  prefled  Mown  my  (Iropg:  Redeemer  to  the 

pFOMad  \ .  y^j'preiTed  htm  down,  '^o  upheld  the  whole 

ftibrk  of  the  cre^^ioa  by  the  word  of  his  power,  'Heb« 

i,  v).  apdt.Pitbqyut  the  l(;a(l  pain,  could  Kave  borne  niil- 

liona^Cwoflds^niore!,  D  bitter  and  curfed  fin,  thou 

flialt  b^  crttp()ed  tl^is  d^y^i.tji^t  cruQified  my  innocent 

Saviour. S  Couldft  thou  ever  have  been  guilty  of  a  more 

^rrid  deed  thajamnrderingof  the  Lord  of  glory  ?  I  will 

MtiK^.tli^day,  till  t  have  revenged  my  Savour's  blood 

^ffW  t^ee  •  Say  now  of  (in,  a^  the  church  faid  of  the 

daughter  qf.  Babylon,  that  enemy  and  perfecutor  of 

Ckrift  my(li^llyi  PfaU  cx^xviu  8.  ^.  *'  O  daughter  of 

Bakfhn^  who  axt  to  be  deftroyed^  happy  (hall  he  be  that 

tewar4eth  thee  as  thou  haft  (erved  Chrift :  Happy  (hall 

fa^  be  that  taketkaxMi  da(hetb.thy  little  ones  agdiuft  the 

ftones^  ^  ] 

. .  ViL  Thiiik  on  the  holinefs and  juftice  of  God  manU 

.feftcd  ags^nft  (in,  and  adore  the  (ame  at  this  time.  You 

Wc  oth(ET.  mirrors  and  bright  looking-glalTes  in  fcripi 

ture  fdr  reprefentiag  the  fame  to  you,  luch  as  the  ca(b> 

ing  down  the  angels  fromheaveni  the  drown'mg  the 


5i(      *  Hdm  to  Mint  &t  the  LsnTfTMfs.    lKfeA.IT. 

M  worM«  the  bitrninff  of  Sodom,  the  rejefU^  «l  Ac 
Je\rs  !  But  none  of  them  fe  clearly  (Kew  fordi  {10*1  tk 
vil,  and  God's  fpotlefs  hoEnefii,  aad  inevonMe  jMm 
agatnft  fin,  as  do  the  death  and  fufletin^s  «f  Oiir  Ic^ 
dkemer*  Come  near,  and  hearken  to  4hc  rmng  U* 
kws  of  God's  indignation  dafiiing  againft  rh*  Rock  if 
OUT  fnWatron,  and  behold  God's  impiacabie  hatred  » 
l^tnft  (in;  Many  a  fore  dorm  and  hurricatie  of  vnnk 
did  he  endurC)  to  keep  the  fea  of  dirtne  Wfath  from  •> 
Terflo\x^ing  yon.  Our  Roek  groaned,  trt^faUcdi  laii 
fwate  bTood  ;  he  cried,  prayed,  and  intreated :  Tet  & 
Tine  Juftice  would  not  hear,  noir  abate  him  one  ftctpc-x 
"  Awake,  O  fwojrd  of  the  Lord,"  cut  him  off  j  let  kkl 
£e,  faith  Juftice,  feeing  he  ftands  furety  for  man's  Eds. 
O  here  is  a  greater  evidence  of  the  inei0raM«ne&  s( 
luitice,  and  God^s  irtiplatable  wrath-againft  fiiif  thantf 
£e  had  hurled  all  the  rocks  of  the  creatiogi  ittiD  dn 
midft  of  the  fea,  or  the  whole  worlds  f«U  ef  men  aai 
angels,  into  hell.  O  yiou  that  make  light  of  fin,  go 
to  the  rock  hr  Horeb^  go'to  Gethfemane,  go  to  1 


Calvary,  go  to  a  cotrnnumoti-table^  imd  fee  ivhat  Cfarift 
endured  for  our  Gas,  hear  his  heavy  groansy  and  bs* 
hold  the  blood  ftanding  abov6  his  gtf  mtfntit*  O  €omi 
tnonicant,  tremble  at  fin,  and. come  undcMliefliadoit 
•f  this  rock,  run  into  the  clefts  of  it  $  and,  cfaaagh  foa 
hear  the  roarings  .and  dafiiings  of  this  terviWe  fea  apoA 
four  rock,  yet  you  are  fafe  here,  a  drop  (hall  not  rMi 
you. 

Finally,  you  ought  at  this.timetohavefometliottgM 
«f  the  "  marriage- fupper  of  the  Lamb^  abofCt  wheiwef 
this  table  is  an  emblem  and  reprefentation.    t^ete  ii 
the  wildernefs  we  get  a  foretafte  of  the  good  things  d 
the  promifed   land,    to    fiiarpen  our  appetites  ato 
the  Canaan  above,  where  thefe  firft>fruits  do  grow  vnd 
are  fully  ripe.     O  what  a  glorious  and  well^fumiAed 
table  will  that  be,  where  the  diurch  of  the  firft-bota 
will  be  all  gathered  in  one  general  aflerahly,  and  hi 
down  together  with  Chrift  1  Oh  where  are  the  looks 
and  longings  we  (houid  have  after  that  faedvealy  feaft  i 
Awake,  my  foul,  from  this  dark^  deceitful  and  vexing 
world ;  Oh  he  not  in  love  with  thy  diCeafe^  thy  fetterii 
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pad  GfllamUteB:  Join  net  vith  tbofe  that  take  vpdieir  reft 
mm  this  fide  Jordan,  on  thit  fide  he:iyen,  and  who  U% 
it  is  good  for  116  to  be  here  i  but  with  thefe  heavenly  p3« 
fvvMiSi  who  faf,  Arifej  let  Uf  f)epart»  this  is  not  our  reft, 
font  it  k  polluted.  Lament  your  diftance  from  God  z 
"Woe  18  ooe  that  I  ibjourn  in  Me(hech«  that  I  dwell  in 
the  tents  dF  Kedar^  that  I  remain  in  this  finful  poU»* 
tiog  place  among  a  (trange  people^  and  am  fo  long  kep!t 
from  my  Father's  houfe  above  *'  O  that  I  had  wings 
like  a  dove!  Then  would  1  fly  away,  and  be  at  reft: 
ItO,  then  i  would  wand(r  far  oflF>  and  remain  in  the 
vrtldernefs/'  that  I  might  be  free  from  fin's  fnares  and 
terriptationSy  and  might  have  free  accefs  to  enjov  God* 
^*  O  wretched  man  that  I  am»  who  ihail  deliver  me 
from  this  body  of  death,  which  fo  often  troubktt  di- 
ftutbsi  entangiea,  and  hinders  me  from  my  duty  ?" 

So  mudi  for  the  fubjeds  we  ought  to  roeditaite  oa  sit 
the  Lord's  table,  I  come,  in  the  next  place, 

Sic^ndiy^  To  ip^ak  of  thofe  graces  which  are  to  he 
employed  and  ez«rc»fed  at  the  JLiord's  tabic;  fuch  a% 
faitb)  repentance,  love,  fpiritual  appethe,  and  thankful 
selk.  No«r  is  ^  time,  O  commanicant^  that  all  yoar 
grafCM  ihouM  be  l^irred  up -to  the  greateil  livelinds  s 
a«id  thertlbre  do  all  you » can  to  ezcite  them  to  it: 
Chide  with  riiem  when  hnguiOiing  or  dull,  and  fay^ 
*^  What,  can  ye  not  wiuch.  with  my  deareft  Saviour  one 
hourr 

L  In  the  firft  place :  The  grace  of  faith  (hould  be 
moft  dOiv«,  for  it  is  moft  neceiTary  at  this  time.  Fsuth 
AfKiy  ifff  to^hee,  Q  commwnicant^.at.th^  table,  as  Chrift 
fatd  to  his  difciples,  ^'  Without ime  ye  can  do  nothii'g.'* 
Saith  is  the'eyc  that  fees  Ch?ift)  the  hand  that  receives 
bim,  the  mouth  that  feeds  upon  hint.  Let  faith's  <;ye$ 
.  be  now  opened  to  fee  the  j!«eat^£g)n  of  Chritl  cruclned 
on  the  crofs.  Do  now  as  Mo&sj  wheii  he  faw  the  buib 
bumlngi  Eiod.  iii.  3.  ^*-  I'll  tum  afide  and  &e  this  great 
fight:**  Surely  you  cannot  fee  a  greater.  Behold  the 
rock  of  our  falvation  fmitten,  to  let  the  water  of  life 
come  fonh  to  us :  Come  and  lee  him  fmitten  by  the  rod 
of  Mofes,  i.  e.  by  the  rod  of  the  law,  whofe  mituftcr 
Mofes  was  I  with  aU  ihc  curfes  and  maledidiont  c5  the 

law 
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hm  denounced  againft  us^  GaL  iii*  13.  Tea,  comeftt 
•  km  fmitten  by  many  haxids,  by  the  rod  of  Mofes^  by  tk 
fod  (^  ittftice,  by  the  rod  of  devils,  by  the  rod  of  die 
Jcvsy  by  the  rod  of  the  Romansi  by  the  rod  of  yotr 
fiDs:  Come,  fee  him  fmitten  in  his  head  withthonii,iii 
Iw  hands  with  nails,  in  his  fide  with  a  fpear,  in  his  heiit 
ytridk  fonow8»  yea,  in  his  whole  foul  with  the  wrath  of 
an  ZDgtj  God.  O  deep,  deep  was  our  rock  fmktea,  h^ 
fine  the  water  of  life  could  come  forth  ta  faeai  us  $  ae- 
coidinfr  to  Ifa.  liii*  5.  8*  '*  He  was  wounded  for  our 
tnofgrefiions,  bruifed  for  our  iniquities :— *For  the  trint 
gidBon  of  my  people  was  he  ftricken,  and  by  htsfinpo 


;  are  healed.*' 


Now  let  faith  look  (harply  out  for  Chrift  3t  the  t^ik. 
Reft  not  in  the  bread  and  wine,  but  look  beyond  thefe} 

a  a  little  further,  and  fee  if  you  can  efpy  Chrift  him- 
Let  the  language  of  your  heart  at  this  time  be, 
**  Saw  ye  him  whom  my  foul  lored  ?   Say  now  to  th 
lord,  as  the  Greeks  to  Philip,  *<  Sir,  we  would  <»  Je* 
fas;  Lord,  I  would  now  defire  to  fee  Jefus  Chrift: 
Neither  the  word  nor  prayers,  mihifters  ftor  elements, 
vBI  content  me  without  a  fight  of  Chrift.     AGsd  what 
Ilaac  told  his  father  on  mount  Moriah :  ^  Fadier,  be- 
bokl'here  is  the  wood  and  the  fire  ;   but  where  is  the 
hmb  for  a  burnt'Oftering  ?''  So 'do  thou  look  up  at  the 
tabic  to  thy  heavenly  Father,  and  fay,  ^  Father,  behol<i, 
kerc  is  the  minifter,  here  is  the  word,  here  is  the  bitad 
and  wine  ;  but,  were  is  the  body  and  blood  <tf  my  Sa- 
viour?   Where  is  tjic  lamb  for  a  facrifice?  Father* 
where  is  the  lamb  of  God,  that  takes  away  the  fi^s  of 
the  world  ?"   Alas,  all  is  nothing  to  me  if  he  be  away* 
Let  faith  look  up  and  fay  to  Chrift,  ^  Make  hafte,  m/ 
fceloyed,  be  thou  like  a  roe  or  a  young  hart  on  the  moon* 
tains  of  fpices*  Make  no  tarrying,  O  my  God ;  O  when 
wilt  tho.u  come  ta  me  ? 

When  Mary  came  to  the  fepulchre,  looked  in  and  fa«^ 
die  linen  but  not  the  Lord,  ftie  prcfently  falls  a  weeping: 
Ob,  faid  (he,  *'  They  Imvc  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I 
know  not  where  they  hare  laid  him :"  My  Lord  i$  tsiken 
away,  and  I  know  not  where  to  find  him.  When  oor  ten* 
dcr  htarted  Saviour  heard  fuch  a  moving  and  moonifw 
complaint,  he  haftened  to  I^r,  and  gave  her  a  gracious 

meeting 
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•fueettiig.  S09  when  thou  feeft  the  linen  and  the^ele- 
•^flients,  bat  not  the  Lord  Jeftnr^  then  be  not  fati&fifcd,  but 
dart  up  thy  complaints  tcheaven.  ^*  Lord,  I  eame  nofto 
fee  the  Knen,  I  came  not  for  the  bread  and  wine,  but 
•I  came  CO 'fee  Jcfus ;  Oh  Lord,  what  fhall  I  do  ?  They 
have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where  to 
find  him.  Ah,  what  is- the  word  to  me  without  Chrift, 
but  as  a  conduit  without  water  ?  What  are  the  elements 
to  mOf  but  as  a  cup  without  wine  ?  Oh  LoTd»  what  wilt 
thou  give  me,  tf  1  go  from  thy  table  Cbriftlefs  i  O,  if 
there  were  fuch  fights,  fuch  oreathings  coming  from 
thy  heart,  thou  mighteft  be  confident  Chrift  would 
hear  them,  and  make  hafte  to  meet  with  dice  and  blcfs 
thee. 

*  Awake  faith,  O  communicant,  at  this  time ;  behold 
Chrifl,  app4y  his  benefits.  Here  a  believer  may  find 
anoughin  <cfae  wounds  and  blood  of  Chrift^  by  5^hich  he 
may  refolve  all  his  doubts,  fcatter  his  fears,  fupply  all 
his  fpiftttial  wants,  and  find  a  remedy  sgainft  a  1  his 
foul'diftempdrs,  by  a  believing  application  thereof  to 
htmCelf.  When  thou  putteft  forth  the  hand  of  thy 
body,  fee  that  thou  alfo  put  forth  the  hand  of  thy  faith, 
to  reeme  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift.  Do  like  Jo* 
feph  of  Arimathca ;  come  to  Chrift  crucified,  take  him 
down  front  the  crofs,  and  lay  him  in  the  new  tomb  of 
thy  heart.  Now  give  a  hearty,  full  and  unfeigned  con* 
fent  to  Chrift  on  the  gofpel  terms  \  receive  him  as  thy 
Saviour,  fubnut  to  him  as  thy  prince,  and  fwear  aUo- 
giattce  to  him  as  thy  undoubted  Sovereign.  And  re- 
member, faith,  if  true,  muft  have  two  hands,  one  to  re^ 
ceive  Chrift,  and  another  to  give  the  foul  to  Chrift;  fee 
that  both  hands  be  now  empbyed,  bodi  to  take  and 
give* 

And,  ef^Mly,  make  ufe  of  faith's  mouth  to  fuck 
honey  from  the  rock,  derive  fupplies  from  Chrift  to  thj 
foul's  neceflities.  Obferve  what  God  direded  Mofes^ 
Exodh  xvii.  6.  <<  Behold  I  will  ftand  before  thee  upon 
the  rock  in  Horieb,  and  thou  (halt  ftnite  the  rock,  and 
there  (hall  come  water  out  of  it,  that  the  people  may 
drink."  Would  you  have  drink  and  fupplies  from  Chnft 
for  your  fpiritual  lefireihment,  then  fmite  the  rock,  ^^ 
Vol,  I.  3  Z  faith 
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fsiith  on  Chrift.  At  tht  ta^k^  it  voUM  b^  t  ima's  wit 
^om  which  w:as  Mofes  fats  efrdPf  to  fmitr  thit  tockoi^ 
ser  than  once,  Numh  xx.  ii.  ^  With  hit  rdd  lie  (moll 
the  rork  twice,  aiKi  the  waters  ezme  out  ^bttfKkmlj.* 
So  do  yon  friiite'the  rock  twicei  again  «nd  agiiB}  pi 
lorth  many  afia  of  fakh  at  thia  tirMi 

IL  The  grace  of  vepcntance  and  godty  fofffov  (at 
fin,  fhouM  be  execcifed  at  Ak  time«  O  commiuncan^ 
canft  thou  now  look  on  him  whon  dieu  haft  pierced  bf 
thy  fia^  and  not  mourn  a  d  be  in  bitterneff.  fer  thent 
Canft  thou  &c  the  Son  of  God  hanpnie  mktA  and 
bleeding  on  a  tree,  upon  the  top  of  mount  Caharyyai 
a  facrifice  for  thy  fins,  ard  not  bic  grkrcd  for  the  caafeJ 
O  take  a  fixed  look  of  him  now,  and  let  your  eye  aftA 
your  heart.  ,  Behdd  thcfe  hands  that  forayted  the  fceftit 
of  heaven,  now  nailed  to  the  tree  of  reproach  s  BchoU 
ihefeieet  that  trampled  on  aU  the  powera  of  hell»  id 
macie  hia  enemies  his  footftool,  now  naiM  to  the  feo^ 
ftool  of  the  crofs.  O  did  the  earth  tKcmUe  and  fliakCy  tk 
aocks  rend,  the  grates  open»  af^d  heavens  turn  dark  il 
thid- fight ;  and,  win  not  our  ffCK:ky  hearts  vtnd,  an^ovt 
ficiiA,  fotds  be  affcded  with  thia  fight  I  Surely  the  hal^ 
oft  lieart  among  us  may  now  melt,,  and  the  dryeft  ey0 
now  drop  a  tear ^  O,  fliall  the  Son  of  God  fe  fweatanl 
bleed  fqr  ut,  and  we  not  weep  for  ourfclves  ?  ShaB^JJ 
Tee  our  fios  pierce  his  head  with  thoTDt^  his  hands  vin 
amils,  and  his  fide  with  a  (pear,  and  yet  look  on  thisvw 
ttnpierced  hearts  I  Oh,  ou9  fins  did  envenom  tbcMMto^ 
thefc  nailsi  and  that  fpean  We^  and  none  but  we,«i>* 
the  evil  beaft  that  devoured  thia  Jofisph ;  wo  ih^tiooif 
•xecistioners  that  tormented  the  glorious  Rtdecai^l 
and  fliall  not  oai  hearty  bkcd  therefoce  I 

O  communicant,  fo  behold  Chrift  in  the  facnwn'*'^ 
as  the  Virgin  Mary  his  mother  beheld  him  on  the  craft  i 
Woman,  fays  Chrift,  *•  behoW  thy  Sob."  And  ho# 
did  ihe  behold  him ;.  Simeon  tdts  her,  Luke  ii.  39 
**  That  a  fword  fliall  pierce  through  her  foul."  ^^ 
was  the  time  that  the  fword  did  pierce  throiigh  htf 
fouU  when  (he  beheld  him  pierced  on  the  crob  •'  ^^ 
fght  was  Tike  a  fword  through  her  heart :  So,  ^l*f* 
you  fee  Chxift  picrcad  in  tha  fammcnt^  il  f>^^^ 
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4ace  a  iwatA  or  da^Qpcr  in  foor  bbarc^.  Obferve  what 
X>aTid  faid»  vhcD  i»  fiiw  ihc  people  (kttfebt«ff<d  by  the 
liliigrrh  fwoid,  a  San.  2Xtv.  .  9.  <'  Lo^  I  have  fin»e^ 
And  I  have  done  widediy )  but  a8  lor  thefe  (beep,  what ' 
Iwve  they  done  V  So  iay  yoa  u  this  rinne,  '<  lord,  i 
Jiave  fioQcd,  I  haVe  deae  wickedly;  but  as  for  this 
iimoeent  fporlefs  Lamb,  what  hath  he  done  ?"  It  is  I 
that  have  fipned,  but  it  is  thoo.  O  Lord  Jkfi»s»  that  hail 
JoSiered^  It  was  my  curfed  lufts}  my  unbelief,  my 
'pvidei  my  malice,  my  c«vetoiifncfs,  &c*  Thefe  were 
tke  Judafcs  that  betrayed  tliee«  tbefe  the  Jews  that  pot 
ihmt  to  cieath  1  I  have  eaten  the  four  grapes,  but  thy 
toceh  wefe  fet  on  edge.  O  what  a  fweet  tenapcr  were 
it  to  bclu)ld*Ckrift  with  a  weeping  eye  and  a  mehipg 
lieart  V  Oh,  fliall  we  aoc  fo  much  as  (hed  tears  for  theft 
4iii«,  for  which  wz  fee  Chrift  (heddifi|[  his  blood  ? 

It  was  bdd  t#  the  charg;e  of  thefc  unkind  hu(b  nds^ 
AfaU  ii»  19  that  by  their  unkiudneiTes  they  caufed  their 
^rivesy  wfaea  they  Oiould  have  been  cheerful  in  God's 
Ibnrtce,  to  <<  cover  &e  alt^r  of  the  Lord  with  tears,  with 
creeping  and  with  crying  out  1  infomoch  that  he  regard- 
ed nft  the  offering  anymore,  nor  rcc  ived  it  with  good- 
will ^at  their  hands.**     But  how  happy  were  it  for  u.^  if 
wc  could  be  io  affr&ed  with  bur  uukindneCs  to  Chrift 
our  hulbaad,  jhat  we  could  cover  the  Lord's  table  with 
OQv  tearst  with  weeping  and  crying. o|it  ?  Tbc|i  (urely, 
Uk  (his  cafe,  the  Lord  would  regard  our  fervice  the 
more,  aad  receive  our  communicating  with  pfood  vrill  at 
#ur  hands*    Ah,  rocky  hearts  !  harder  than  the  uetiier- 
miUftoue»  that  cannot  diflblve  into  tears  at  the  fight  of 
fo  fad  a  fpe£bclc  as  the  fight  oi[  Chri{f  hanging  ciuci li- 
ed on  the  crofs  for  our  fins*     Uh,  fluU  we  fee  Chrilt's 
preeious  blood  fpilt  on  the  earth|  running  on  the  ground, 
vand  the  ground  drirking  it  up,  and  our  hearts  not  rend 
^refore  i  O  let  us  call  for  tears,  for  mourning  hearts, 
and  fay,  <^  O  that  mine  head  were  waters,  and  mine 
eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  for  a  ilaKn 
Lard  !*'  bmite,  Lord ;  thou  canft  bring  water  out  of  the 
rocks,  and  turn  the  flint  into  a  ftanding  pooL     O  that 
my  flinty  heart  may  be  touched  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
that  the  waters  may  guih  out  abundantly  !  Qh^  when 

3  Z  2  will 
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will  my  fceart  melt,  if  not  now  ?  Surely,  now,  "  Deep 
calleth  unto  deep  }"  deep  fufftrtngs  in  Chrift  for  deep/kr* 
two  in  me.  David's  kindne(s  made  eren  a  Saul  lift  «p 
his  voice  and  weep ;  and  will  not  Chrift's  kindnels,  vfaich 
id  infinitely  greater,  make  me  drop  fome  filent  teanf 
Was  my  3aviour's  Ixxly  broken  to  let  his  blood  oat; 
and  (hall  not  my  heart  be  broken  to  let  it  in  ?  Maf  I 
now  receive  a  bleeding  Saviour  with  a  broken  bent! 

Hi.  Love  tft  a  grace  moft  noceflary  at  this  feai^ 
Cbrlft's  infinite  love  (h'ould  now  have  a  return  of  kwe 
f rpm  you ;  furely  now,  when  you  arc  muGog  on  Chriffi 
love,  your  heart,  like  David's,  (hould  bum.  O  beJicfert 
Chrift  died  of  love  to  you;  and,  will  you  not  be  fo  muck 
as  (ick  of  love  to  him  ?  It  would  be  a  fweet  and  con* 
fortable  ficknefs  t6  you  to  be  fick  of  love  to  himi  ^ 
died  of  love  to  you.  Tou  arc  now  come  to  the  foo^ 
tain  of  love,  you  are  now  at  Chrift's  pierced  fide,  0 
look  in  and  fee  his  bleeding  heart ;  fee  how  it  ball 
and  pants  with  love,  and  fee  how  love  flows  oat  is 
breams  of  blood,  to  cieanfe  you  from  your  fins.  And, 
-will  not  this  lovely  fight  melt  your  affedions,  and  want 
your  cold  heart  to  love  him  ?  O  behold  princely  Jefii% 
the  world's  Saviour,  our  lovely  Bridegroom,  mountti 
on  a  bloody  crofs  upon  the  top  of  mount  .Calvary,  f* 
«ll  nations  to  fee  him  and  flock  to  him  :  O  what  an  en- 
gaging fight  is  this  !  Since  that  mount  wasfirft  creatai» 
it  never  produced  fuch  a  tree,  or  fuch  precious  fruit  a$ 
the  Lord  of  glory  hanging  on  the  tree  of  the  crofs  pfafl^- 
cd  there.  This  tree  of  lite  made  mount  Calvary  a  lor^ 
ly  paradife  that  day,  notwithftanding  of  all  the  m^ 
favors  bones  which  lay  fcattered  upon  it. 

Now,  communicants,  can  you  look  upon  fudi  a  Cgbtp 
and  not  have  your  hearts  inflamed  with  love  i  Surely  J 
crucified  Jefus  lift  upon  the  crofs,  with  his  armsftretched 
out  to  embrace  loft  finners,  is  the  moft  drawing  and  at- 
.  traftive  fight  in  the  world  ;  for  he  faith  himfctf,  M" 
xii.  32.  «  If  1  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  I  will  dnw 
all  men  unt6  me,"  i.  e.  all  forts  of  men,  both  Jew  and 
Gentile.  A  crucified  Jefus  is  a  loadftone  of  ftta»g« 
virtue,  and  hath  drawn  fome  thoufands  of  iron  heaiti 
to  him  at  one  fermon.     Now  he  i$  lift  on  higbi  upon 

the 
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ibe  pok  of  the  cto&i  and  of  the  faCTament,  that  yon 
may  look  to  him,    Yea^  his  face  and  eyes  are  to^^rds 

Jou ;  O  look  communicants ;  and  his  voice  is,  **  Be- 
i€>ld  me,  behold  me  :  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye  faved^all 
ye  ends  of  the  earth."  Poor  finners  of  Scotland^  of 
ISritain,  one  of  the  far  off  iilands  and  outmoft  end  of 
the  earth  -,  I  have  turned  my  back  on  the  Jews»  for  they 
vrill  not  be  drawn  to  me  (  and  my  face  towards  youi 
that  you  may  fee  me  and  may  flock  to  me. 

O*  will  not  your  hearts  be  nioved  and  drawn  by  this 

lovely  fight  of  a  crucified  Redeemer,  dying  with  love  in 

his  heart,  and  fmiles  in  his  looks  towards  you  f  He  was 

mod  lovely  when  he  was  on  the  crofs  \  and  now  he  i$ 

moft  lovely  when  he  is  on  the  throne.    O  behold  King 

Jeius  with  the  crown  of  thorns,  wherewith  his  enemies 

*  .crowned  him,  in  the  day  he  was  a  man  of  forrows  and 

acquainted  with  grief  for  you :  Doth  not  that  fight  afFe£l 

your  hearts  with  grief,  and  make  you  fad  i  Then  come» 

behold  king  Solomon  with  the  crown  of  glory,  wher^ 

mrith  his  Father  crowned  him,  when  he  finifhcdhis  work^ 

and  fat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  his  Majefty  on  high. 

Now  he  is  clothed  with  light,  and  ihine^  brighter  than 

the  fun  :  Oh  will  not  your  hearts  love  him,  whom  all 

the  angels  and  faints  in  heaven  do  adore,  and  are  raviCh* 

ed  with  his  beauty  !  His  high  honour  and  exaltation  »• 

bove  doth  not  in  the  leaft  alter  his  afi*e£kions,  or  make 

him  forget  his  people ;   no,  he  loves  all  believers  as 

dearly  as  ever. ,  How  oft  doth  he  call  them  in  the  fong, 

•*  My  fitter,  my  fpoufe  I"    The  neareft  affinity  in  the 

world  is  fpoufe,  and  the  neareft  confanguinity  is  fifter» 

to  (how  that  Cbrift's  affe£lion  is  like  that  of  the  neareft 

relations^;  and,  ihall  not  Chrift's  great  love  be anfwered 

with  love  again  i  O  never  give  Chrift  caufe  to  complain 

of  you,  as  Paul  of  the  Corinthians,  ''  The  more  I  love 

you,  the  lefs  I  am  beloved,*-  2  Cor.  xii.  15. 

O  then  awake  and  excite  your  love  now  to  Chrift^ 
and  fay,   "  Lord  thou  art  infinitely  lovely,  though  my  ' 
heart  loves  thee  not  as  it  ought  to  do  ;    Lovely  and  a- 
miable  art  thou  in  all  the  fteps  of  thy  humiliation  : 
jLovely  in  thy  birth^  lovely  in  thy  life^  lovely  in  thy 

death : 
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&arh  :  FcnRelf  with  the  crown  of  thorm  en  rfiy  hcwt^ 
Mid  ToreJy  with  the  crofs  on  thy  back  ;  lovely  m  (hi 
fpricxi,  and  lovely  on  mount  Cahr<iry  ;  lorely  m'A  tiie 
|»at)tin  thy  hands,  tnd  lovely  when  the  fpear  was  diNlft 
in  thy  fide.  And  lovely  art  thou  now  vviA  t^e  crawl 
•f  f^lory  OB  thy  head  ^  nay,  thou  an  altogether  lovely' 
O  for  more  love  to  try  lovely  Saviour  !  The  apoffl^ 
when  raviflied  with  Ae  love  of  Chrift,  cries  out, "  If  > 
»v  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jefus,  let  him  be  AnaditiM 
M aranatha.  O  what  a  cold  unnatural  heart  muft  dial 
be,  that  hath  no  love  to  this  lovely  One  !  O  commmd* 
cant,  love  him  now,  when  you  have  feen  fuch  «n  ta^ 
t^fV^fi  ^^g^^  ^f  h^'  ^^^ '  ^^^  ht<n  dearly,  love  bitt 
ciktirelv,  love  him  above  all,  Jove  him  more  than  aft 
Anti  if  yrm  love  him«  then  keep  his  commandnNnt^ 
4eKght  to  p'eafc  him,  love  his  ordinances,  love  hi*  Sp 
lit,  love  his  commands,  love  his  peopfe^  and  love  nl 
ircry  crof*^  for  his  fake. 

IV.  At  this  time  you  ought  to  awake  and  excite  fc^ 
l^stritnal  appetite  after  Chrift  and  the  benefits  of  •* 
^th.     Tott  are  come  to  a  full  feaft,  an  inezhaaftrbb 
freafure,  and  the  Mafter  of  it  allows  yov  to  part<{lBe 
Aereof  to  the  full  i    There  is  nothing  wantin?,  tho^ 
bm  a  lively  feeling  of  wants,  and  fpiritual  hunger) 
bad  you  this,  all  would  be  well  \   for  Chrift  fiU&  ^ 
hungry  with  good  things^    If  there  be  any  poor  •I'O^ 
ing  communicants  at  the  table,  who  are  difsonragt' 
ttnder  a  fcnfe  of  their  poverty  and  emptineft,  i  ^^ 
hj  to  them,  as  Jacob  to  his  drooping  font  in  a  time 
of  great  fearcity  of  food,  Gen.  xlii.  la.    •*  Why  io  n 
Jock  upon  one  another  ?'*    Te  are  poor  mclancholj 
CTfatnres,  all  inrolvcd  in  the  fame  calamity  «*<'  ^^ 
iTcfs ;  ye  may  well  look  to  one  another,  but  one  oi 
you  cannot  help  another.     Well,  I  have  good  »ew«  tt 
tell  you,  as  Jacob  told  his  fons  :  •*  Behold  I  have  heart 
thtre  is  corn   in   Egvpt,"   there  is  bread  cnourfj  » 
your  Father's  houfc,  tufficicncy  of  ^racc  in  Chm  J^ 
fus  for  ail  your  wants.     O  drooping  communic^D^ 
take  heart,  and  haftcn  to  your  brother  Jofq)h;  fosr 
fldcr  brother  Chrift  is  XiOri  of  the  countrji  snd  ^ 


pooiSMiid  of  all  tbe  ftofC^boufeft  ia  the  hitd  ^  lie  wV 

fiU  j^HhT  i^ks  as  nMtfb  ae  oac  c^A  canry*      Ate  tli^ 

^w^mJto  ouuiy  if   He  ha*  in&iite  wealth.     Haft  tliott  rm 

gt%9.(h€f  to  buy,  no  worth  to  pinrchde  !  Good  ncw^  !*  Ife 

I^bUb  "  >^tchottt  money  and  without  pf  iee :   Wbofoevdr 

^pviU^  oaay  come  and  dariak  of  the  water  of  life  freely.* 

Peov  fottl^capaeft  thott  hither  for  bread  ?    Thy  ftraciow 

Saviour  will  not  give  thee  aftone.  He  toook  notice  of  thf 

Cerious  frepfliratiofi  lor  rhe  feaft  i  and>  do  yo«  ihiok  hie 

^xrill  fruftrale  thine  expedaiion  at  it  ?  Can  yovt  pveafl|r 

iaift<ftnc«8,  that  erer  he  fent  any  hungry  fovl  empty  «» 

«ray  ?  No ;  this  vfoM  be  contrary  to  his  faithf«!  pro^ 

pnife*     i  oiay  fay  to  thee,  afr  the  difciples  faid  to  itm 

blind  maSy  '*  Be  o£  good  cheer,  he  calleth  fat  thoe  ^ 

^nif  if  he  call  for  thee,  he  will  not  fend  thee  empty  jp- 

way.    Come  away  then,  hungry  foul,  to  a  full  Redeeirii* 

cr,  and  get  all  your  wants  /uppUed*  your  defiret  f'diii$m 

£ed.     What  would  you  hav^  ?  <'  Wkat  is  thy  petittoi^ 

-  and  what  is  thy  requeft?**    Wodd  you  have  ricfae% 

lionpura,  profira,  pleafures  i   You  have  them  all  here. 

Would  j<M  have  all  your  fiwe  fenfes  lati&fied  at  once  I 

Come,  partake  of  the  feaft  your  Redeemer  hath  provided 

ibr  you.     Would  you  have  your  ienfe  of  fedng  fatioib 

fied  /    Then,  f iith  he,  look  umo  me,  bdiold  me,  jtnk 

dying.yet  ever-lkingSwiour*     Would  you  have  your 

Icnfe  ot  hearing  fatisikd  i   Then,  f^ith  he,  ^  iaclin» 

four  ear  and  hearken  to  me  ;'*  heat  the  fweet  char'Vnfqg 

voice  of  your  Saviour  on  the  crols,  faying,  **  h  is  fimih^ 

cd,"    Would  you  have  your  femfe  of  taftiag  fatisfied? 

Then,  faith  he,  **  O  tafte  and  fee  that  God  is  good*^ 

Would  you  have  the  ienfe  of  touching  fatisfied  i  U  thent 

Up  he,  **  Reach  bkher  thy  fit^get*  and  feel  the  finotk 

€a  the  naik.}  reach  hither  thy  hand»  and  tfaruft  it  mm 

my  fule/'     Would  you  have  the  fenfe  of  £nelJmg  fatie* 

fied?  Then  come  to  him,  *'  Whole  garmcBtii  fmell  of 

mjfnhy  aloea  and  cai&a  j  and  whole  namd  n  like  oint* 

fnent  poured  fcnrth."    O  what  a  matchlcfb  perfon  h  tbiM^ 

that  can  (o  richly  fupply  all  your  needs  ?   1  tell  ymi  a« 

pin,  if  you  go  away  without  fupply,  it  will  be  ior  want 

of  a  lively  ienfe  of  your  necd%  ad»d  of  paocang  dcfivei 

aftef  ChuB^  and  hie  Mxmi$. 

Awako 
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Awakc»  holy  defires  and  thirfttn^  of  foal,  and  faf, 
Lord,  **  Let  not  the  needy  be  forgotten,  nor  the  cfr 
pe£tation  of  the  poor  perifh  for  cvef ."      L>ct  not  a  thiiSy 
foul  perifli  at  the  wells  of  falTatton.     O  happy  were  I, 
if  at  this  time  I  could  get  a  fealed  pardon 'of  mj  6mi 
•*  O  bleiled  is  he  whole  iniquities  arc    forgiven,  and 
whofe  fin  is  covered  !"   Lord,  whatever  thou  deny  me 
in  the  world,  do  not  deny  me  this  choice  bleffing.    0 
for  a  token  for  good  at  this  time  of  Chrift's  own  hanrf/ 
May  I  receive  a  plentiful  effufion  of  the   graces  of  his 
Spirit  into  my  heart.     O  that  my  lulls  and  corruptioD5 
may  beimortified  and  fubdued  !  May  I  be  cnaWcdtodo 
all  my  duties  better  than  I  have  done.     May  I  be  more 
watchful  over  my  heart,  my  tongue,  and  aJJ  mj  wsfH 
than  ever  I  have  been :    O  that  my  foiil  may   depirt 
much  bettered  much  revived,  comforted  and  ftrci^g^ 
cned,  from  this  holy  ordinance  ! 

V.  Awake  your  thankfulnefs  to  God  at  this  time  for 
redeeming  love  ;  join  with  the  Pfalmill,  and  fay,  ''  Blcfi 
the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  ail  that  is  witl.in  me  blefshii 
holy  name.     Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unfpealablc 
gift :  What  Ihall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  gifts 
and  benefits  unto  me  ?    Let  me  fpeak  of  the  g^rioai 
honour  of  his  M^jefty,  and  declare  his  wondrous  workst" 
You  Ihould  now  be  in  Mary's  frame,  to  fing  and  bf, 
as  in  Luke  i.  46.  "  My  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lordi 
and  my  fplrit  doth  rejoice  in  God  my  Saviour :"  And 
in  Zechariah's  frame,  to  fay  with  nim,  Luke  i  6S* 
«  BlelTed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  for  he  hathviCtcd 
and  redeemed  his  people."     The  Ancients  called  (h€ 
Lord's  fupper  Hill  the  Eucharift,  1.  e.  the  thankfgivingi 
becaufe  the?  great  defign  of  it  is  to  keep  up  the  tbankM 
fcmciiibrance  of  God's  redeeming  love ;  and  believers 
in  partaking  of  it  fiiould,  with  their  whole  fouls  gi^ 
thanks  unto  God  for.  his  unfpeakabie  gift,  and  fing 
glory  to  God  in  the  higbeft.      And,  for  our  example 
herein,  our  Redeemer  both  began  this  inftitution  v/<4 
the  giving  of  thanks,   and  finging  hymns  of  pw^^* 
The  Jews  at  their  paflbver  did  fing  the  cxiii.  Pf^^'*'' 
with  the  five  following  pfalms,  which  they  called  the 
great  Hallelujah     A  Chriftian  Ihould  in  every  thing 

and  at  all  times  give  thanks  j  but  at  the  iacnB^^ 

the 


l;|ie  jrreat  Hallelujah  muft  be  fnng^  If  evei  the  h«a|t 
-be  tuned  for  the  wovk  of  praJifea  it  (l^Quld  bep  svo^w ; 
fov  ^reat^ff  matter  for  it  yon  csif^not  ha?e  on;  thh  G^ 
of  heaven,  than  at  this  occafion  The  peat  exbckt lo- 
tion* ^he  \acienls|^ve  .at  the  communicMa-tabJ^  wasi 
Surfum  cqrda^  up  with  yoii^r  hea^ta^  commun'^antft  \  ^]^ 
Tatetheni  to  God  in  thankf^nefs  and'  pr^iifc.  invii^B 
the  ai}|sels  and  the  whole  creation  to  h«lp  you  to  blfifs 
Ood  fc^  Jefue  Chrift  the  mercy  of  mercieis* 

.  jtSHons  and  Wordt* 

BESIDES  what  I  have  &id,  the  raerasnenlal  efeme&ta, 
aflions  and  words,  may  affovd  firitahle  fubjed  of  me* 
dtt^^tiotv  to  comnmnicants  white  they  fit  at  the  Lord's 
table,  and  may  he  improven  for  the  quickening andup* 
t&rnti^  of  the  facramental  gracea  above  mentioncdi. 
And  here  I  (hall  give  feme  few  inftanees  fef  the  afiift-i 
liBGO  a]}d  direAion  of  weaker  Chriiliana. 

'When  yon  fee  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine  fiat 

Qpoo  the  table,  ^ipk  on  Chrlft's  gopdnef^  and  ^oade- 

finenfion  in  appointing  tfaefe  outward  figna  to  confirm 

yonr  f  iith,  and  exdite  your  affe^Jions :    They  are  'not 

coftly  things,  Chrift  would  not  be  burdenfome  to  his 

neople  with  any  of  hia  ordinances*     Think  how  fitly 

uey  reprefent  the  body  and  blood  of  our  Redeemer. 

Bread,  ere  it  be  fit  to  nouriih  oa,  muft  be  firft  fown 

and  die  in  the  earth  \  then  it  muft  be  threfiieis,  grinded 

in  the  milli  b.ken  in  the  oven,  broken  and  eaten :    So 

C3itift,  that  he  might  be  a  fit  Saviour  to  us,  was  content 

to  die,  and  be  bruifed  for  our  fins,  and  fcorched  in  the 

oven  of  hia  Father^s  wrath.     Bread  is  ^he  moft  nfceflavy 

thinfl  in  the  worlds  it  ftrengtfaens  man^a  heart ^  it  ia 

-    the  naff  that  upholds  hi&  life :  So  Chrift  is  the  mercy  of 

'mercies,  the  moft  ufeful  and  neceff  ry  blefling  to  our 

ftarving  fouls.     Wine,  ere  it  be  fit  for  our  ufe,  muft  be 

fipi'-ezed  out  of  the  gfave,  and  this  muft  be  trodden  and 

biuided  in  the  wine-  preCi :  So  Chrtft  was  cru(hed  in  the 

vinc-prefi  of  his  Father's  wrath,  till  the  bleft  juice  of 

his  bcniy,  his  precious  blood,  did  gulh  out  in  abundance 

Vol.  I.  4  A  for 
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Ibf  die  redemption  of  our  foulft.  Ko  liouour  Co  fit  n 
jwine  for  cheering  the  faintinfr  fpirtt8»  PuL  cW.  15.  ti 
•there  b  nothing  can  refrefl)  the  drooping  fiml  fo  modi 
«s  the  blood  of  Chrift 

-  Though  bre^d  and  ivine  be  common  things  of  A^ 
felves,  yet  they  are  higMy  valuable  in  refpcA  of  thdr 
fig;nificancy  and  ends  A  little  wax»  though  m  trfetf  of 
fmall  value,  yet,  when  affixed  to  a  charter,  it  ftrresto 
confirm  our  right  and  title  to  a  great  inheritance :  So 
thefe  elements,  when  confecrated  and  given  to  us  by 
Chrift's  ambafladorst  are  to  ««  a  fcai  of  ood's  covemstf 
and  confirm  our  title  to  all  Chr^ftV  purchaie. 

When  we  fee  the  minifter  take  the  bread,  think  hot 
God  did  chufe  and  take  Chrift  from  among  men  to  be 
our  Mediator,  and  a  fiicrifice  for  our  fina. 

When  the  minifter  feta  apart,  biefles,  and  cqnfecnftf 
die  bread,  think  how  God  (ct  apart  and  fent  his  Son, 
ianflificd  and  furniflied.  with  all  gifts  and  graces  aoA 
iui  to  his  mediatory  office 

When  you  fee  the  confecrated  bread  and  wine  expoC' 
^ed  to  open  view,  think  how  God  in  his  infinite  ocrcr 
**  hath  fet  forth  Jefus  Chrift  as  a  propitiation  throng 
faith  in  his  blood,V  Rom.  iu.  ^5.    Behold  how  "  tfh 
dently  Chrift  crucified  is  fet  forth  before  your  qret.' 
£dioid  the  lamb  opening  the  lieals,  the  (eat  of  GoS$ 
covenant,  the  feai  of  God's  tre^furcs,  the  feal  of  the 
fountain  of  life,  atid  the  feal  of  heave's  gates ;  ^ 
which  were  fhut  before^  till  Chrift  came  to  open  diem. 
Suppofe  now  you  hear  that  voice.  Rev.  vi.  **  Come  and 
fee.**    Open  die  eyes  of  faith,  and  fee  a  great  figbt 
What  is  to  be  fecn  hero  ?  You  may,  O  communicant, 
fee  here  the  heinous  nature  of  fin^  the  feverity  of  dxrios 
iuftice,  the  mifery  of  the  damned,  the  dcfcivingsofuB- 
believers :  You  may  fee  the  devil  conquered,  jnftice  £m 
tisfied,  a  flame  of  loye  kindled  in  Chrift's  heart  that  mi* 
ny  waters  could  not  quench  :  You  may  fee  the  clefts « 
the  rock  opened,  and  a  fandiuary  found  out :  Toam»f 
fee  the  preciottfhefs  of  fouls,  the  price  d*  pafdoa,  and 
the  worth  of  heaven.    Chrift's  body  and  blood,  whia 
were  given  for  them^  do  ihew  that  they  are  tUtigi  « 
sio  fmall  value* 

•ffhca 
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Wh«a  700  fee  the  elements,  jou  have  caufe  to  bleft 

Oodt  and  rejcttce  at  the  fight  of  this  precioos  figit  and 

Icalof  God'a  covenant  of  grace  and  falvation.  We  (hould 

vejoioe  ta  fee  the  rainbow  in  the  cloud,  a  fign  of  Go<fs 

eo¥enant^  and  promife  to  fecure  the  world  agdinft  a  doi> 

ihnoying  deluge :  Much  more  (hould  we  joy  to  fee  the 

fign  of  God's  confirming  his  covenant  with  believers^ 

fecuring  them  agatnlt  the  overflpwing  of  God's  wrath. 

If  it  din  rained,  and  never  a  rsiinbow  appeared,*  we  might 

have  reafot)  to  fear :  So,  If  we  never  faw  this  ordinance 

and  feat  of  God's  covenant,  we  might  fafped  danger : 

But,  O  believer,  you  fee  God  is  faithful  and  willing  to 

keep  covenant ;  thete  is  the  rainbow  appearing  \  a  plea^ 

£mt  fight  to  a  guilty  finner  !. 

When  you  fee  the  minifter  lay  his  hand  on  the  bread, 
lift  up  your  foul  and  pray,  "  That  God  may  lay  his 
hand  on  your  difeafed  foul,  that  all  your  diftempers  may 
depart  from  you  :  Lord,  lay  hold  bn  my  foul,  as  the  an- 
gel did  uponXiOt  $  fave  me  from  the  flames  of  wrath, 
*caufe  me  to  cfcape  out  of  Sodom  into  the  mount  of 
God,  and  clefts  of  the  rock,  that  I  perifti  not.** 

When  you  fee  the  bread  broken,  think  on  the  break-  . 
ing  and  tormenting  of  Chriif  k  body,  and  the  bruifing  of 
his  foul  for  our  fins.  He  fuffercd  a  double  death,  one  la 
his  foul,  and  another  in  his  body }  he  fuffered  from  men 
and  devils :  But  all  that  was  nothinjg  to  what  he  fuffered 
from  his  Father ;  for,  when  men  were  wounding  his  bo<« 
dy,  the  Father's  hand  bruifed  his  foul,  made  a  thoufand 
wounds  therein,  and  poured  in  a  whole  ocean  of  wrath 
upon  him :  he  brake  him  with  breach  upon  breach,  ancl 
overwhelmed  him  with  one  wave  of  vengeance  upon  the 
back  of  another,  till  all  his  bilbws  went  over  him.  This 
was  a  fad  time  to  our  Saviour :  yet  all  thefe  floods  could 
'  not  drown  his  love  to  us,  nor  make  him  quit  the  grip  he 
had  taken  of  us, but,  come  of  him  what  wiU,his  poor  peo- 
ple muft  notperiih ;  his  love  to  them  flamed  bigheft  when 
IU8  fufferings  were  greateft. 

Tou  Ihould,  at  this  time,,defire  to  be  in  the  fame 

frame*  as  if  you  had  been  at  Golgotha  (landing  at  the 

foot  of  the  crofs,  and  had  feen  the  blood  trickling  downy 

and  hear4  ^  the  dying  groans  of  the  Lamb  of  God*    O 

4Aa  ftaU 


flrall  ip«  fee  the  MeflM  Son  of  ^ad,  the  ^figbtnob  ofliis 
^ath^r'«  g<bry,  m\tk  his  eyes  diMt  his  cbeeks  mmn^  iA 
htc  psAr,  his  be^^  hoiJMfffr,  hil  4ic«t  )finotiiig»  his  fidb 
UtTtiin^,  his  WMMMis  open  to  IMtet  iii»  «id  has  toie 
Kteaminrfcrtti  ki  Mm4  to  «i«^  I  fay,  iM  ve  iee  dl 
this,  9n^  OUT  srftAkyfrs  nor  mifed,  ^ur  love  not 
led,  «n^  cm-  heamtiMcdneerBcd  fO  wkatai 
thitv^  wiH  it  be,  to  fee  <mt  affeAions  and  graces  ^t  the 
Ib^RTvft  ehb,  •nrhefi  (here  te  a  hM  ftreaa-tide  of  dm 
lore' and  blood  of  our  Lord  Jems  Oirift  flowing  ao- 
wards  tisi 

,  Take  a  view  of  Jefus  on  fhii  ciofe  tnreathing  forth  hvc 
to  t»,  when  he  was  breadhmg  forth  his  laft :  Let  os  lock 
ftreightlv  and  ftedfaftly  toliim,  ats  he  did  to  us.  Mui/ 
write,  that  he  W98  crucified  with  hb  face  forward  the 
weft  :  rhe  Jewfi  dM  it  out  of  >def^,  aareckoaing  kim 
titi worthy  to  took  'on  the  ttJBnfflk  and  holv  city  that  flMd 
on  the  eaft  ^  mount  Calvary ;  but  he  nad  a  gracioai 
meaning  and  defign  to  iia  mereby,  and  now  was  dnt 
word  remarkaUy  fulfified^  PTal.  Ixvi.  7«  **  Hb  eyea  be- 
hold the  nations  :*'  f  cfr  wow  hna  «yet  looked  to  us  Gcs- 
tiles,  when  ht  wa$  «ipfin  the  cnifs^  and  O  it  wtas  as  eye 
of  lote  and  pity  he  caft  then  vpm  mi  And  IhaM  «at 
this  ^ittoura^e  ti*s  to  lift  uf  an  eye  lof  fatth  lo JihM  Ofsn 
tiie  crof^  for  healing  atid  <alvaui<Ai  f  JE^edalty  (eeing  he 
calfs  Its  1o  do  It;  !&•  xlr.  22.  ^'  Look  iimpo  aie  and  ke 
ye  fnvedi  a!lthe  ends  of  I'he  earth.'^  And  k  is  to  ke 
obfcrved,  ^at  Chrift  m  this  'Ctfl!  hath  a  ipocial  t^e  io 

'  us  in  Scotland,  who  were  ^iheii  OeMiles,  and  «ie  tike* 
Wife  among  the  eti^s  'of^he 'earth.    O  (hall  we>  in  tUs 

^  land  and  comer  of  the  work!>  have  foch  a  krnng  tavita* 
tion  to  h)ok  to  a  crtidified  Saviour  for  mercy,  aad  will 
i^  ttegfefit  it  ?  BehoU  his  arma  ^ftvetched  out  to  tna* 
braee  you,  atrd  wHI  you  net  de^  to  flee  into  them  i 
Bchdd  him  bdwinghts  head  on  the  cvofs,  to  tJbt  a 
view  of  your  wontHb,  aftd  'whi({)er  comfort  into  year 
ears  :  Behold  him  opening  a  ^ftidow  iti  his  fide  totake 

"  you  miq  Ms  heatt,  ttnd  pouring  ^oat  Uood  thetioe  lo  re- 
deem you.  Ttnd  wafer  to  deanfe  you,  a  fountain  tedifcr 
jouT  julltMratiofi  «id  ftfoi^i&ctftioii. 

Afain, 


A|^n^  "when  you  fte  the  bttad  brakea,'kKik  t9 
Chrill't  wottBifo  At  i»n  open  dty  of  refuse  for  thy  fotd 
tliBt  16  pttriWed  by  juftioe  to  take  faciAiury  in :  Hii 
«rottiMlt  ate  bid  open,'that  you  may  fee  into  hig  blecd^. 
hoff  tieaitt  and  Cee  his  yearning  bowels  of  mercj^  a«4 
hear  thom  fonndiag  towards  yon,  an  object  of  pity  and 
ipe<ftacle  of  mifery  Poor  fhelterlefs  ibu]|  quit  all  o:. 
liter  flieltersi  and  ice  to  the  clefts  of  the  rock  heve 
opeiKdt  faying,  **  This  is  Ay  «eft,  and  here  1  wiM 
lUy.''     .  -  • 

Pray  at  this  time,  ^*  Lord,  may  my  hard  heart  be 
faroken  and  mekcd,  that  I  naay  in  fooie  meafure  be  con- 
ibrmed  to  my  broken  Sav4oiir :"  Or,  *\  Lord,  break 
the  mrilrd  forces  of  my  fins,  and  fcaiter  them  by  thy 
anighty  arm. 

•When  you  fee  the  minifter  ofering  the  bread  to  the 
<oomtfnvnicant8,.and  hear  him  f?iying,  '^  Take  ye»  eat  ye,** 
•£oc.  think  flow  freely  God  offers  his  Son«  and  Chrift  o£- 
ftrshimfelf  to  be  ours^*  Think  how  you  fee  him  at  the 
Jiead  of  the  table,  maklTig  offer  of  himlelf  to  you,  fayu 
ing;  ''iTake  me»  and  the  whole  parchafe  of  my  bloody 
takelny  feafed  teftament,  and  ail  the  legacies  in  it^ 
take  a  feaM  pardon  of  att  your  fins,  and  a  iealed  right 
to  etciMl  Kfe.'* 

When  mu  receive  the  bread  into  your  hand,  fee  that 

'ma  Aretcn  fordi  the  hand  of  faith  to  receire  and  em* 

4«ace  Chiaft  cnic9fi«d,  as  yoiar  bleeding  High-prieft,  to 

.   ^mykc  atonement  for  you^  (ay  with  your  heart,  ^  Con* 

-tmit.  Lord,  even  fo  I  t^e  thee,  and  feal  a  covenaot 

i>rith  thee,  f  claip  about  thee  as  mine ;  I  btJieve,  Lord, 

Up  my  unbelief  "    If  Chrift  be  nor  receired  by  faith 

.in  das  ordinance,  ^ere  is  nothing  done  but  what  is  ill. 

O  mrill  jtm  come  to  this  table  and  leceive  the  bread  of 

-4fae  Lord  and  not  receive  the  bread,  the  Lord  ?  O  it 

mM  be  fad,  it  will  be  bitter  at  death,  or  judgment ; 

-when  yon  come  to  die,  you  will  cry,  ^*  Lord,  receive 

my  foal-."  Well,  may  not  Chrift  anfwer  you,  **  I  will 

juft  recdte  yoar  fool  as  you  received  my  body  in  the 

.facraiufiiit,  when  f  ou  was  iatreated,  atid  that  was  not 

at  all  ?"    O  then  cenfider  what  Chrift  has  done  for 

yoO|  and  the  abfolute  necc(Ety  you  (land  ia  of  him,  and 

receive 
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receiTe  bim  into  your  fouk.  O  will  yon  not  wtcepk  «f 
a  bruifcd  Lord»  a  bruifed  friend,  Vfhen  he  is  koovkiii^ 
ivid)  thf  croff)  on  his  back^  the  nails  in  his  liaiHis«  and 
fpear  in  his  fide  !  Can  you  find  in  your  hearts  to  hold 
lum  at  the  door,  in  this  pofttire  ?  Will  yoo  not  opcB 
your  hearts  to  htm,  who  opened  his  6de  to  you  f 

When  you  are  making  ufe  of  this  bread,  pr»fe  and 
magnify  God  for  providing  this  heavenly  man«a,  to 
keep  your  foul  from  perifhing :  Ble(s  him  for  this  feaft, 
and  feed  on  it  that  you  may  live :  Apply  Chrtft  and  his 
benefits  for  the  nourifhing  your  fouls,  and  ftrengthes- 
ing  your  graces  :  Blefs  him  for  this  noble  contrivaaoe 
and  undertaking.  Rejoice  in  Chrift,  tkit  liath  fowid 
out  a  way,  by  his  death,  to  reconcile  an  an^fry  God  lo 
you,  and  procure  you  accefs  to  his  table,  that  yo«  naay 
feaft  with  him.  With  what  joy  and  thankfulnefs  dU 
the  Ifraelites  go  forth  to  gather  mannas  that  braii 
which  God  fent  tham  from  heaven :  But,  O  hcie  ita 
better  manna  come  from  beaten :  Will  ye  notf  kc 
thankful  for  it,  and  run  with  defire  to  get  it  I  Tbe4C> 
raelites  manna  could  nor  give  life  to  the  dead;  imt 
here  is  manna  that  can  refiore  and  prtfenre  life  botii  \ 
rea,  give  everlafting  life  to  both  icn]  and  body.  The 
fraeiites  manna  fell  not  on  the  Sabbath,  and  twy  mi^ 
not  ^o  to  gather  it  that  day :  But,  Uefied  be  God»  wk 
manna  falls  every  day,  and  double  on  the  Sabbatli,  and 
welcome  are  ye  to  gather  it  this  day ;  for  Chrift  now 
rains  it  in  greater  plenty,  and  calls  you  to  be  moie  di* 
ligcnt  on  it  than  on  other  days.  Hi  table  if  well  furnifr* 
ed  with  manna  this  day  :  O  feed  ?nd  refireib  your  foals 
well  before  you  leave  it,  and  drive  to  preferve  the  td* 
ifli  of  it  when  you  are  gone-  Cry  now  with  thcfc, 
John  vi  34.  ••  Lord,  evermore  give  us  tbia  bread* 
This  bread  both  fatisfies  the  foul,  and  creates  ait  appe* 
titc  ;  O  f or  a  perpetual  hunger  for  it  1  It  is  the  fame 
bread  the  glorified  faints  do  feed  on  for  evermore  s  In 
heaven  they  never  lothe  this  nianna,  nor  weary  of  it,  as 
the  Ifraelites  did  of  theirs.  It  is  but  a:fmaU  crotfib,  O 
coiT^municantf,  you  get  of  it  here,  to  that  eteraal  feaft 
provided  above. 

Affin, 
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A|[iiii,  bread,  in  fcripture,  iscalledt  the  ftaffof  bresid, 

.0  chit  is  the  true;  ftftff  of  bread  ;  hete  breads  if  eaten» 

l>y  fatth*  that  will  prore  a  (lafF  to  fupport  you,  a  ftaflT 

to  defend  yout  a  ftuffto  beat  yeur  enemies,  and  put  all 

^oiir  Ittfts  to  flight :  This  is  a  ftaff  that  will  enable  jroit 

to  ron  in  God's  wayy  **  and  fi^ht  the  armies  of  the  ali*. 

ens.'^-^That  is  a  ftrange  dream  that  one  of  the  Midian^ 

itilh  boft  had|  when  Gideon  was  coming  upon  theoi. 

Judges  Tii.  Jg*  **  Behold,  a  cake  of  barley. bread  came 

tambling  into  the  hoft  of  Midian»  and  fmote  a  tent,'^ 

&c. .  Strange  t  a  piece  ^of  bread  overturned  a  tent.    Lo, 

that  dream  is  interpreted  in  this  fvcrament :  Here  a 

piece  of  bread,  O  ccHnmunicant,  if  eaten  by  fahh^  that 

-iriil  tumble  into  the  hoft  of  Satan»  and  thy  lulls,  thcfe 

Midianites,  which  have  Jong  vexed  you  v:\ih  their  wilcs^ 

ftrtke  down  their  tents,  and  put  them  all  to  OlgKr* 

Sitrfelf,  a  view  herCf  by  faith,  of  Chrid's  body  pierced 

sAid  nsiied  by  fin,  will  turn  a  beiievcr's  hrart  againft 

€iit  as  the  moft  hateful  thin^  in  the  world  :  Let  fin  jBat«' 

ter  at  it  will,  he  will  never  forget  what  it  hath  done  to 

his  dear  Saviour*    This  is  both  quickentDg  and  killing 

bfead  I  for^  as-it  is  life  Xm  your  fould,  fo  it  1%  poifon  to 

^«ur  lufts. 

'When  you  fee  the  wine  poured  out,  think  how  free- 
ly ahd  willingly  Chrift  fufferrd  for  you.  He  poured 
out  his  blood  as  fredf  as  the  wine  is  poured  out  to  you  ; 
yea,  itisfaid,  Ifa.  liii  i2.  '*  He  poured  out  his  foul 
unto  death,**  as  freely  as  we  pour  water  out  of  a  veflel* 
He  had  freely  emptied  his  veins  in:  the  garden,  and  on 
the  croiis ;  every  pore  became  an  eye  to  weep  blood  for 
|ottr  fakes :  He  is  wounded  over  all,  that  his  blood  may 
run  the  more  plentifully  and  freely  \  and,  when  he 
hath  no  more  blood  to  pour  out,  he  next  pours  out  his 
foul  for  you :  And,  would  you  have  any  more  from 
your  loving  Saviour  ?  O  did  he  pour  out  his  foul  unto 
death,  and  will  you  not  pour  out  your  fouls  into  his  bo* 
foml 

Again^  when  you  {ee  it,  by  faith,  behold  the  wells  of 
&lvation  now  opened,  the  ftone  rolled  away,  and  tho 
.fountain  of  the  water  of  life  running  freely,  and  follow- 
iog^poor  finnerst    O  run  not  away  from  it»  but  turn  to 

its 


J34      H0i0taMJhnte^AtiLM\trML   VkttL.  S^^ 


k  $  drink,  and  live  for  eienmre.  D  ihaUidie  i 
of  life  be  opcnecly  and  the  Kioutha  •C^^our  foalB 
Ihat !  Can  yoo  fee  Chrift'^.  blood  mnnbigv  ^d  i 
ftce  to  be  b;ithed  with  it  i  Haft  diouUnideyeB  or  imm 
ieet,  weak  hands  or  feeble  kneet,  a*  cold  or  hardlMmi) 
a  fieaved  or  douhriag  foul  i  Here  a  core  for  M  thjr  dk 
fatfef*.  Thou  art  now  at  the  fide  of  tho  pooL  j«^-aA 
the  healing  waters,  one  ftep  will  briag  you  to  tficm  t 
Look  to  Cbrtft  for  ftrength,  ftir  up  yoar  ibais,.  ftep  i% 
driok,  bathe*  and  be  made  whole  for  etcr.     A 

When  you  drink  the  cup*  itoiember  thrpMcaovt 
Uood  of  Chrift  ;  eye  it  by  faith,  plead  it  with  God^aai 
apply  it  to  your  fouls :  iWftlv  diink  it  by  tfac^  niaa4 
of  faith  :  Say,  **  1  am  an  unrighteous  cieMwe,  bat 
kre  is  juftifying  blood }  my  heart  is  poUotedt  but  hese 
Is fantiifying  blood ;  my  foul  is  wounded^  but  iMeas 
leating  blood  :  My  lufts  ate  ftrpog  a«d  lisdy^  hue  Ikm 
^  mortifying  blood ;  my  heart  is  nry  dead,  Imtiicveis 
sickening* bJood  ;  it  is  very  hard,  biit  here  isfeftminf 
Mqod :  O,  (hail  not  a^irop  of  this  Mood  Hgkt^Oli  mp 
hard  heart  i  O  let  m^  not  miia  a  cure,,  wkns  the  kdas 
of  Gtkad.  IS  among  my  hands  I  This  blood  healed  thaub 
fands,  and  (hall  my  plagues  continue  i  Lotd,  may  ilnl 
kinbcent  bkKid,  that  dropt  from  thy  hands  and  tky  ide» 
waih  away  all  the  fpots  and  ftains  of  my  guUty^fonL'' 
.  As  you  find  the  wine  warm  on  your  eoU  Aomacfaf  b 
kt  the  love  and  blood  of  Chrift  warm  your  cold  hnr 
and  affe^ions  with  Tdiement  love  and  defirc  to  hkiu 
Shall  Chrift's  heart  be  hot  as  fire  to  you^  and  wW  youi's 
be  cold  as  ice  to  him  i   Can  you  leel  his*  warm  and 
bleeding  heart,  and  not  cry  out  with  ThDaan%  *Mfy 
Lord,  and  my  God  V*   How  (hall  I  eaprela  mf  loralo 
my  loTtng  and  lovely  Jcfus,  whojoved  me  andgawahiitt* 
felf  for  me  ?  How  dearly,  (^ord,  haft  thou  pmaiafedmy 
love,  unworthy  as  it  is  ?  What  hath  the  world  or.  fin  it 
do  with  that  which  Chrift  hath  bouj^  &  dear  J  O  for 
a  heart  ready  to  burft  with  love  to  him  that  is  4Xiiy 
worthy  to  be  die  objeA  of  it  I   O  for  a  liv«  eoal  from 
God's  altar  to  kindle  the  flame,  that  mmy waters  mig^t 
not  quench !  Worfe  am  I  than  a  beaft|  if  - 1  be  net  n» 
vilhed  with  Chrift'a  ipacdilcfs  h»ne.' 

When 
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'When  jwktotAt  elemems  divided  and  diftribated 
jnuMWig  the  coinRiaiiieanti,  beliere  it,  chat  Chrift  is 
feeally,  tlioteh  inTifiUe,  dealif^  forth  the  eifeAs  and 
bendlts  ofnis  death  and  fumrings  to  the  wordiy  re^ 
^etTef8« 

'When  fOtt  fee  both  the  bread  and  the  wine  gtven^ 
Aink  that  God  J8  offering  and  giving  Chrift)  and  aft 
Chfift  unto  ns ;  and  we  muft  be  willing  to  take  Oirill 
and  M  that  it  in  him»  all  his  benefits^  all  his  officeSi  all 
his  laws,  and  all  his  cfoTs  he  thinks  fit  to  lay  on  as. 

When  the  bread  and  wine  «re  offered  to  you,  and  yon 
hear  Chrift  faying,  Tah^  eat,  drink  ;  O  then  caft  open 
ifttl  ibe  doors  and  gates  of  your  foul,  that  "  the  SZing  of 
f^ory  may  enter  in  T  Say,  **  Come  in,  thou  blefled  of 
the  Lord  >  wherefore  ftandeft  thou  without  ?  As  I  re** 
ceive  tht  bread  of  the  Lord  into  my  mouth,  let  me  re» 
emre  the  bread,  the  Lord,  into  my  (bul.  Lord,  it  was 
ny  errand  to  receive  thee  into  my  heart,  let  me  not  go 
without  thee.**  Stir  up  fiiith  mightily,  to  receive  Chrift 
and  all  his  benefits.  Stretch  out  faith's  arms  as  fat 
sold  as  wide  as  you  may,  to  welcome,  embrace,  and 
cbfp  about  your  Saviour,  and  fay,  *^  My  beloved  is 
tnine,  and  I  am  his  t"  Kow  may  the  marriage  be 
fealed  and  ratified,  and  the  knot  caft  which  (hall  never 
be  loofed  again :  And  happy,  happy  for  ever  is  my 
dicice,  rich  is  my  portion,  mj  foul  is  made  up  to  all 
eternity. 

Wheh  you  are  eating  and  drinking  the  bread  and 
wine,  let  your  foul  be  bufy  making  clofe  and  particu- 
lar application  by  fiith  of  Chrift  and  all  his  benefits^ 
according  to  your  various  necei&ties.  And  confider^ 
that  as,  by  eating  and  drinking,  your  food  incorporates 
with  your 'bodies,  and  f  urns  one  with  you^  fo  Chrift 
by  faith  is  myftically  united  to  you,  and  you  are  made 
one  with  Chrift  :  As  the  broken  breid  enters  into  yout 
body,  and  becomes  your^s  by  feeding  upon  it  ^  fo  you 
are  to  believe,  that  as  truly  Chrift's  broken  body,  and 
the  purchafe  of  his  blood,  are  applied  to  you  for  cur- 
ing and  faving  your  foul,  and  chat  all  his  merits  an<i 
•graces  are  your's  by  faith  %  *<  ThiiB  is  my  body  that  was 
broken  for  you/'  .  Again,  as  eating  and  drinking  of 

Voi*  1^  4  B  proper 
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proper  fM)d  is  rery  pleaftnt  toonr  bodid9>  b  «? ovgb 
to  rake  great  fatisfaflion  and  complaoeiiey  in  pamby 
of  Chrift  and  his  benefits.  Let  us  fatiate  aurielfa,  in 
tafting  of  his  goodnefs,  and  feafting  an  bis  beaniilf 
dainties.  And  as  by  our  earthly  food  our  bodies  aie 
ftsongthened  for  labour^  fo  by  this  fptritual  food  our  ibiili 
and  our  graces  are  nouriflied  and  ftrengthcoed  for  the 
duties  of  religion* 

Again,  you  are  to  look  upon  thdfe  facnmentai  aSioa^ 
as  a  mutual  giving  and  taking  fafine  and  infeftment  be- 
twixt Chrift  and  your  fouls.  Hereby  you  get  infeftmoit 
of  a  crucified  Chrift,  his  great  purcbafe  and  glorious  in* 
heritance ;  and  hereby  Chrift  takes  infeftnietit  of  yotf 
foul  and  body,  to  be  his  children^  his  hcirs»  hisicrnnu 
and  foldiersy  to  obey  him  and  fight  for  him  while  joo 
live.  Ton  are  hereby  confecrate  to  be  temples  forhk 
ferviceand  rcfidence;  beware  of  defiling  the  tcmpk 
of  the  Lord,  fuffer  not  a  herd  6f  (Winifli  lufts  to  am 
dieretn,  left  God  abhor  you  and  caft  you  off  for  crer. 

When  you  hear  thefe  words  of  the  inftitvtion,  ^  Ok 
cup  is  the  New  Teftament  in  my  blood :  This  do  a 
remembrance  of  me :  Confider  why  it  i»  called  a  Teft»- 
ment ;  it  is  becaufe  in  his  ordinance  we  bare,  Cbrift'i 
teftament  and  latter  will  fealedj  wherein  he  kares  na- 
uj  a  rich  legacy  to  his  poor  friends :  And  here  te 
gives  a  fealed  copy  of  hih  teftantem  into  every  one  of 
iiich  hands. 

^itcfi.  **  What  are  the  legacies  he  leaVes  .^ 

jinf.  Pardon,  peace,  wifdom,  righteoofnefs^  faoiSifi* 
cation^  redemption,  grace,  and  glory. 

i^ue/I.  *'  But  how  ihall  I  know  if  I  have  anyiotow 
herein  i" 

Anf,  Are  you  one  of  Chrift>  poor  relations  ?  Cao 
you  claim  any  fibnefs  to  him  by  faith  and  regeBentioo/ 
Then  your  name  is  in  Chrift's  Te^roent. 

^tfi.  ^  But  how  ihall  I  be  fure  thatibq  Tsftamen^ 
is  in  forcci  and  will  be  execute  ?" 

Anf,  It  is  become,  of  force  by  the  death  Qf  the  Tefts* 

1lK,  who  died,  and  left  his  Teftament  in  the  hands  m 

the  hleffed  Spirit  to  bt  executor  of  it|  and  to  apply  '^  ^ 

thofe  the  Telbtor  appointed :   Yea»  (bieOed  be  Q^ 

lbs 
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tlie  Teftator  is  rifen  t^n,  and  Uv^s  to  fee  db  exe<^ 
Tion  of  it  hinnfeif  iihcwifc. 

j5«^,  «•  But,  will  I  get  ail  Chrift*s  purchafe  and  le- 
gacies jnft  now  ?'* 

Anf.  You  (h^H  be  infeft^  and  have  your  ri^t  fec»- 
red  to  all  Ais  great  cftatc  left  by  Chrift's*  will  to  you  1 
mnd  out  of  it  you  ihaU^have  a  prefent  maintienance,  till 
the  time  ^ppoinred  come,  when  you  fhaU  enter  into  the 
full  pofieffion  of  the  inheritance.  You  are  btft  minors 
yet«  and  not  fit  to  be  intrufted  with  it  \  but  it  is  fecu- 
fed  in  good  hands  for  you,  till  you  come  to  full  »ge.  In 
the  meantime,  you  hear  the  dying  Tedator  leaves  » 
charge  upon  you,  to  **  do  this  in  remembrance  of  him/' 
Think  on  him  and  his  love  to  you ;  think  what  he  has 
*  contrived,  tvh:!t  he  has  promifedy  what  he  has  done,  whst 
he  is  ftiil  doing,  and  what  he  if^  about  to  do  for  you  ; « 
Remember  him  who  remembered  you  in  your  lowed 
eftate,  and  is  (till  remembering  you  :  Remember  htm 
that  is  coming  again  quickly  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  you» 
fake  "yod  home  to'  his  paface,  and  put  you  in  poiP*C- 
Eion  of  all.  He  commands  you  to  (he  vv  his  death  ciil  be 
come  again. 

When  you  hear  of  his  coming  again,  confider  vhaf 
9  glorious  coming  and  glad  meeting  that  will  be.  O  be- 
liever, you  now  fee  Chrift  only  through  thefe  dements 
by  an  eye  of  faith,  Ihit  then  you  (hall  fee  him  by  an  eye 
of  immediate  vidon,  you  (hall  fee  him  even  as  he  is; 
and  O  how  mightily  furprifed  will  you  be  at  the  fight ! 
YoU  will  fay,  as  the  Qaeen  of  Sheba  faid  of  Solomon, 
The  half  was  not  told  me  when  i  was  in  my  own  coun* 
tiy;  but,  *'  Behold  a  greater  than  Solomon  is.  here/* 

Before  you  rife  fronn  the  table,  you  may  think-  on 
Elijah  ^s  cake  bakefei  on  the  coals,  and  his  crufe  of  water, 
m  the  ftrength  df  which  meat  he  went  forty  days  and 
forty  nights  till  he  came  to  Horeb,  the  mount  of  God, 
t  Kings  lis.  4.  €•  f  hink  how  much  more  fubft^ntiat, 
durable  and  nourifiung  the  food  is  that  thou  haft  been 
partaking  of,  and  biefs  God  fbt  it.  Elijah  is  twice  there 
Wakened  to  take  a  double  meal  ^  and  fo  ought  you  to 
foafe  up  and  provoke  your  fpiritual  appetite  to  take  a« 
Qot&cr  morfel  fie  you  go  \  you  ihoui4  fe^  pl^entifutly 
4  B  :z  at 
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,at  CbrilPs  table.  It  is  a  mtne  to  be  a  hiif  ^UMm  M 
tbis  feaft :  Tou  know  not  if  ever  you  get  anotfatt  M 
like  this,  till  you  ce^^e  to  the  aidiint  t>f  Ood  abate; 
diis  maybe  your  hft  conpmunion  here,  mai  the  )d 
lime  you  fiiall  drmk  of  the  fruit  of  dit  Tine  in  tfaii  du» 
nev }  take  a  large  fill  to  ffrengthen  ynr  fool  for  yo*  ^ 
toumey,,  you  Imow  not  what  btaAt  and  ftonna  ^  V 
blow  by  the  way  t  To«  have  a  fiege  to  lioU  <ml»  tiki  ^ 
in  pronfions  here ;  yoir  ba^e  a  voyage  to  f^  fee  fbit 
you  rifiual  your  flitp :  Death  will  try  and  put  all  joar 
graces  to  it.  Tht  wifeft  virgins  have  no  grace  to  4bk 
at  the  coming  of  the  Bridegroom  s  What  ftmn  af 
temptations  ancl  difficulties  do  many  pour  fafatta  axet 
with  on  a  death*bed  ?  It  is  with  mucksRlo  tfaejpat^ 
Into  tht  harbour  at  lait:  O  then  gather  manna  whHsil 
18  faUitt{»»  for  your  gathering  time  may  be  kift* 

Confider,  that,  while  you  are  at  the  taUi^  yon  wtk 
near  Chrift  your  Pbyfician ;  thetefotn  be  fonfiUe  flf 
your  maladies  and  k>6k  up  to  him  wilh  yonr  finger,  ofl 
your  fore,  and  cry  with  rhe  Ptalmift,  Plak  lAi;  4* 
**  Lord,  be  merciful  unto  me ;  heal  my  fiml,  for  I  hn^ 
finned  againft  thee."  Now  the  balm  of  Gikad  is  » 
mong  my  h&nds,  and  it  will  be  fad  if  I  ffaouid  nofr  a 
cure.  The  blood  of  Chrift,  that  hath  healed  tlm£ari« 
is  now  at  hand  i  Oh  let  not  my  plagues  continue  wtdi 
me.  O  let  a  drop  of  that  precious  biood  light  oo  mf 
eold,  deed,  and  hard  heart,  that  fame  heat»  Hfe  tnif^f^ 
liefs  may  be  got  and  preferved  ther^n. 

You  are  come  to  Chrift  on  a  good  day,  when  be  ji 
on  a  throne-  of  grace  with  a  fceptre  of  mercy  ifl  J^ 
hand  5  fee  that  you  make  all  your  wants  known  to  Km- 
A  feafting  time  is  a  time  of  granting  requefta :  ^  "WtoJ 
is  thy  petition,  and  i4^hat  is  thy  teqoeft,  QuceH  Efther? 
iaid  king  Ahafuerus  at  the  banquet  of  wine.    80  f^j 
Kin^  Jefus  to  the  worthy  communicant  at  hi*  TOfd 
feaft,  "  What  is  thy  petition,  and  wh^  is  thvicq»ft- 
What  will  ye  that  1  (hall  do  unto  you  ?-  as  Chrift  a*- 
cd  the  blind  men,  Mat.  xx.  37.  Let  yourrcquefts  b^l**    ' 
thofe  of  the  Pfalmift,  "  Confidcr,  and  hear  me,OLort 
my  God  5  lighten  mine  eyes,  left  I  flcep  the  ikcp  of 
death,  Pfal.  xiii.  3.   Let  my  foul  lite,  and  it  ftaUpw'*^ 

thcc, 
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tlitee,  Pfal.  CSX.  175.  Purge  to/i  with  hyflbp»  and  I 
SbaH  be  dean  \  .wsdb  me,  and  I  (ball  be  whiter  thab 
fnow,  Pfal.  li.  7.  tleftore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  fal* 
V^tion,  ind  ujd^  me  widi  thy  free  ipirit.''  Pfal.  li* 
X  2*  Or«  you  may  put  fame  of  the  Spoufe's- petitions  at 
^  this  time,  *^  Draw  mc,  we  will  run  after  thee,  Canu 
jl  i*  4*  Aw^ke,  O  iKyrthwind,  come  t^qn  fouth,  blow 
tlpon  my  garden,  that  the  fpice^  thereof  may  dow  out* 
litt  my  beloved  come  into  hfa  garden,  and  eac  his  plea« 
fam  fruits,  Cant«  ir.  16.  Make  hafte,  my  bek>?ed|  and 
be  thoa  like  to  a  roe  or  young  haft  up<m  the  mountaini 
tfrpteet*''    Caitt.viii.  14. 

'  O  comiAunicant,  thou  art  liear  ti>  a  crucified  Chrlft 
when  at  die  table,  as  the  penitent  thief  near  to  bint 
when  on  the  eroCi;  he  got  mercy  from  Chrift  when  h4 
fonght  it,  and  lb  may  you,  if  you  feck  it  with  the  fam« 
irasme  of  heart.  Cryt  Lord,  look  on  a  poor  finnet  at 
Ay  table,  as  thou  didft  on  him  that  hang  on  the  crof&i 
^  Lord,  Remember  me,  now  thou  art  in  t^y  kingdom." 
Thy  ^Ottods  are  open  nour ;  Lord,  ihehef  me  in  tbenu 
Thy  blood  is  tunning  frefh :  O  bathe  my  deceafed  foul 
in  this  fountain,  that  I  may  be  whole  for  crer^  80 
fiiuch  for  the  fecond  head  ii  diredions.  ^I  now  pro* 
teed  to  the  third  head^ 


CHAP.  UL 

Concerning  a  Comnmnieanfi  Behaviour  after  PitriMng^ 
and  vriien  tbi  Communkn  SabMh  4s  over. 

TN  difcourfing  this  head,  I  propofc  to  Ao  thefe  fol- 
JL  lowing  things :  i.  To  give  fome  dire£lions  concern* 
ing  your  deportment  when  ri(ing  and  gomg  from  the 
Lord's  table.  2.  Concerning  your  carriage  when  you 
go  home  to  youf  clofcts  and  retiring  places.  3.  Con- 
cerning your  behaviour  and  convcrucion  in  the  world 
when  ail  the  work  is  orer. 

Sect 
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S&CT.  L  Containing  Dire£lions  concerning  your  D^ 
pof tment  when  Rifing  and  Going  from  die  Loifi 
Tabic 

BELIEVERS  are  fometimes  ready  to  £iy*  ^  It  it 
food  for  U8  to  be  faere,  let  ua  butld  tabernacles,  and 
dweU  ftiiU"  But  this  table,  chough  it  be  facisfyii%>  it  il 
not  lafting  \  though  the  meal  be  fweet,  it  ia  fliort.  All 
tbinf^a  here  below  are  tranfitory,  and  cx>mm«Diontaie 
paffing  things  with  the  reft.  You  mnft  rife  apd  ga 
down  from  the  mounts  and  return  to  the  world,  aa4 
txawel  in  the  wildemefs  again.  Oh,  may  the  belieia 
bf^  ^  And  muft  I  rifef  and  go  back  to  that  onfadifr^ 
in^  and  foul-ftarving  world,  again  i  What  (hatlldD 
there,  if  my  Redeemer  go  not  akmgft  with  me?  Loid» 
take  me  by  the  hand,  Icaid  me,  uphold  xne,  and  be  thoi 
ftiU  with  me;  and  atiaft  bring  me  to  that  endlcfsfeai 
(bou  haft  prepared  for  thy  people  abore^  wbexe  I  may 
erer  lye  in  thy  bofbm,  under  the  intenupted  beams  or 
.  thy  fmiling  and  cheering  cottntenance,  and  fot  ^^^ 
fted  my  hupgry  fou)  on  thy  blcfled  felf,  without  th& 
help  of  fymboU  or  facramenta,  and  where  the  guefia 
will  be  never,  called  to  riie  from  that  glorious  tabk  aoj 
more.'* 

^^.  What  if  that  frame  and  difpofition  of  (but 
that  we  (hould  haTC  in  rifing  and  going  from  tbeX^fd'l 
table? 

jinf.  With  rcfpe£k  to  that  obferve  the  fbUowii^  <& 
lediofis : 
«  You  ought  to  rife  and  go  frotii  the  taUe. 

I.  In  a  w<mdering  and  admiring  fram^'.  Continitf 
to  wonder  at  the  love  of  God  in  giving  his  beloved  Sou 
to  die  a  curfed  death  for  u$.  Though  he  k>ved  Um 
moft  dearly,  yet  he  wounded  him  moft  deepty,  that  his 
precious  blood  might  ftream  forth  and  fave  us.  Hcnct 
it  is  faid,  Ifa.  liii.  lo.  •*  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bniife 
him.**  Junius  reads  h,  Faidf  dekBatuseft  ii.  e.  He  ««t 
exceedingly  delighted  in  it.  Strange  f  other  parcptii 
whofe  love  to  ttietr  children  is  nothing  in  compati^^ 
•f  the  Fatha's  love  to  Chrift.  do  follow  tboir  cmM^^^ 


to  their  grares  with  many  tears,  efpeclally  when  they 
die  violent  deaths :  But  the  infitiite  God  deijghteth  m 
the  painful  and  bloody  death  of  his  only  Son,  becaide 
it  tended  to  the  falration  of  believers :  He  wiUingly 

Save  his  own  dear  Son,  to  die  a  (hamefHl  ciurfed  death* 
liat  you  might  live  a  glorious  blefled  life  for  ever.  O 
^rhat  manner  of  love  is  this !  And  what  art  thou,  O 
believer,  that  thou  (hpuldft  be  the  obje£2  of  this  love 
more  than  others  i  By  nature  thou  art  mean  as  the 
"worni,  vile  as  the  mire,  black  as  hell,  and  a  child  of 
^wrath  even  as  others:  And  thou  hadil  now  been  wA» 
lowing  in  fin,  with  the  word  of  the  world,  if  firee  graoe 
iiad  not  renewed  thee ;  nay,  thou  hadft  been  roaring  ia 
bell  at  this  hour,  if  free  grace  had  not  reprieved  thee. 
Look  about  thee,  and  fee  others  refufisd,  when  thou  ait 
chofen  ;  others  poliuted*  when  thou  art  f^n&ifitfd ;  o« 
thers  put  off  with  common  gifts,  when  thou  baft  fpeciai 
wraces*  Though  you  and  uiey  perhaps  £it  together  ia 
the  fame  defk  hearing  the  word,  or  at  the  (amenable 
receiring  the  facrament^  yet  free  grace  came  and  niads 
the  difference :  **  One  is  taken,  and  the  other  le£u* 
Here  is  matter  for  your  admiration. 

The  confideration  of  this  free  love  and  diftinguiflung 
mercy  of  God  ihould  make  thee  fay  with  David^ 
^  Lord,  what  am  U  and  what  is  my  houfe,  that  thoa 
haft  brought  me  hitherto  ?  What  is  man,  that  thoa  aiC 
mindful  of  him  ?  And,  what  am  I,  the  worft  of  men, 
that  thou  fiiould  be  thus  mindful  of  me  ?"  O  how  di4 
Mephiboflieth  admire  David's  kind  efs,  when  he  fpake 
familiarly  with  himy  and  faid,  **  Thou  (halt  eat  bread 
at  my  table  continually  ?"  2  Sam«  ix.  7  Obierve  hit 
anfwer,  ver.  8  :  •*  What  is  thy  fervant,  that  thoa 
fiiouldft  look  upon  fucfa  a  dead  dog  as  I  am  ?'  But  furely^ 
O  believer,  thou  haft  much  more  reafon  to  fay  fo,  axid 
wonder  that  fuch  a  mean  creature  Ihould  be  fet  at  the 
table  of  the  great  God,  and  hoivoured  to  feaft  with 
him(elf.  Lord,  what  am  I,  that  thou  ihouidii  have  no« 
ticed  the  like  of  mei  Better  delervcd  I  to  have  beea 
howling  among  the  do^s  without  the  door«  than  to  be 
kt  in  and  feaited  among  thy  friends^  1  better  deferved 
to  have  been  roariog,in  hcU  with  devilsi  (han  to  be  fet 
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at  thf  t^de  to  rejoice  with  diy  cliiUmi*  Lofd| 
tfiofi  waft  pleafed  to  Ipek  on  me  widi  an  eve  of  fiCf^ 
snd  embrace  me  in  rfie  arms  of  thy  tender  mcrcyi 
ifioii  migbteft  juftly  have  fpumed  my  goiky  louT^flto 
hell,  faying,  •*  Depart  from  roe,  I  know  you  not* 
What  a  wonder  of  mercy  Is  it^  that  i,  who  hare  for* 
feitcd  all  mercies,  and  deferred  fuch  a  fentence  as  diat 
in  Jcr.  ix.  15.  to  be  fed  with  wormwood,  and  to  bate 
water  of  gall  to  drink,  (hould  neverthelefs  hare  the  ileih 
of  the  Son  of  God  given  me  to  be  my  meat,  and  Ms 
blood  to  be  my  drink  ?  The  Lord  Jefus  might  jitftly 
have  faid  unto  me,  as  in  Zech.  xi.  9.  ^  I  will  noc  feed 
you  :  That  which  dieth,  let  it  die  \  and  that  which  is 
to  be  cut  off,  let  it  be  cut  off.*'  But,  O  how  tender  arp 
his  bowels,  how  compaffionate  his  heart !  Rather  dun 
my  foul  (hould  ftarvc,  he  is  content  to  be  flatn  that  h$ 
Sefh  might  become  my  food. 

II.  Rife  and  go  from  the  table  in  a  thankful  and 
praifing  frame,  lliankfulnefs  well  becomes  this  cv« 
charifltcal  feaft,  which  is  mainly  defigned  as  a  dAnkf- 
giving  to  God  for  redeeming  love.    On  Ats  occafion 

Iou  ou^ht  to  **  blef<i  God  in  the  congregation,  even  the 
lOrd  from  the  fountain  of  Ifrael,*'  Pfal  laviii.  26.  Now, 
you  fhould  (lit*  up  your  fouls,  and  al)  that  15  within  you, 
to  blefs  his  holy  name,  with  the  Pfalmlft,  Pf.  ciii.  i.  2. 
3.  ••  Now  you  (hould  with  the  angels  fing,  Glory  to  God 
in  the  higheft,  that  there  is  on  earth  peace,  and  good- 
will  towards  men»^  Luke  ii  14.  **  Nowyoufiiould  wiA 
John,  fing  praife  to  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafiied  0$ 
from  our  fins  in  his  blood,"  Rev.  i.  15. 

Oh,  *nay  the  worthy  communicant  fay,  How  (hall  I 
mention  the  loving  kindnefs  and  praifes  of  the  Lord, 
according  to  the  muUitt^de  of  his  loving  kindnefles,  and 
according  to  all  he  h.tth  beftotired  on  me,  and  his  gfeat 
goodnefs  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  i  O  that  I  could  pn> 
cl.:jm  thy  love  to  all  the  world,  and  make'  the  wt*olc 
earth  ring  with  thy  praifes  !  O  that  I  could  fing  praifes 
to  him  that  loved  me :  To  him  that  made  the  world, 
and  furnifhed  it  fo  richly  for  me  to  dwell  in  x  To  him 
ihiit  made  my  body  fo  wonderfully,  and  gave  me  afoul 
fb  capable  to^fervc  and  enjoy  him:  To  him  that  re* 
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ntembereil  me  in  my  low  eftttte,  and  laid  afldeliii  glom 
fool  on  my  nature,  and  paid  my  debt  on  the  croli  :  To 
liim  tbat  ioit  his  Spirit  to  quicken  me  when  dead  in  mjf 
linsy  th^t  Opened  mine  eyes,  bowed  my  Willi  and  turtt- 
ed  ifie  from  daritnefs  to  Hght :  To  him  wno' foitives 
iny  iiiiqultierf,  heals  my  difeafes,"'  redeems  rty  Irfc  from 
deilni£liorf|  and  crowns  me  with  loving-kindnefs :  To 
him  that  hath  endured  frotn  me  many  flights^  put  up 
with  many  affronts^  and  waited  on  me  with  infinite  pa- 
tience; even  **  to  him  that  lov^d  asi  and  waffied  uf 
from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and  made  us  kings  and 
prieflrs  to  God  his  t^atheri  a  note  the  angels  themfelves 
cannot  fing  $  and  to  hihi  that  is  able  to  Keep  tt^  from 
falling,  and  to  prefent  us  faulttefs  before  the  prefence 
f5f  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy,  be  glory,  majcfty;  and 
dominion,  now  and  fotf  fc\^rmore !  O  give  thanks  unto 
the  Lord,  foi"  he  is  good,  for  his  ^mercy  endureth  fbt 
c^er.  Who  cAn  Utter  the  mighty  ^&,%  of  the  Lord  ? 
Who  can  fliew  forth  all  his  praife  ?  Nowbleflcd  be  his 
glorious  name  for  ever :  Let  the  whdc  earth  be  filled 
with  his  glory/' 

And,  O  bellcvcic,  temembcf  that  ydti  only  begirt  thi^ 
dutf  of  finging  praife  in  this  world,  for  eternity  itfclf 
will  not  end  it :  Endlefs  eternity  will  be  (hort  enough 
for  this  glorious  work  of  praife.  Tou  ought  to  be  ad* 
quaihtthg'yourfelf  much  with  this  work  while  here,  that 

iou  be  not  a  ftranger  to  it  hereafter.  RelblVe  with 
>avid  not  only  to  begin  it,  but  to  perfift  and  hold  on  in 
it  alfo,  Pfal.  cilv.  2.  "  Evcf y  day  will  I  blcfs  thee,  and 
I  will  praife  th]j  name  for  ever  and  ever  ;**  as  if  he  had 
laid,  rll  begin  it  now,  and  do  it'  eyeiry  day  while  here^ 
iri  hopes  that  I  will  fpend  a  whole  eternity  in  it  hereafter. 
Again,  he  fays,  Pfal.  cxlvi.  a.  "  While  I  live,  1  will  praifd 
the  Lord;  I  will  fing  pralfes  unto  my  God^  while  I  have 
any  being.''  Atid  when  I  have  no  longer  being  on  earthy 
I  hope  to  have  a  being  in  heaven,  where  I  (hall  praife  him 
to.betterpurpofe;  andwhereiiii^  Ijord,  lam  deficient 
now' in  thy  due  praife,  I  will  pay  it  hereafter  in  evcrlaft- 
ing  Hallelujahs.  O  communicant^  haft  thoii  not  gtea^ 
ground  to  praife  this  day,  that  thou  liveft  not  among^e^ 
dark  Pagans,  that  heVcr  heard  tell  of  Jcfus  Chrift  f  That 
thou  art  not  among  the  fallen  angels,  for  whom  a  facri« 
Vol-  I.  4  C  fic^ 


fice  was  nerer  provided  ?  Thtt  tiiott  ait  not  among  tbe 
damned  in  helii  who  are  without  the  reach  of  mercyy 
and  of  hearinff  the  joyful  found  ?  Tou  have  bieen4iet  at 
a  f uH  table,  when  others  fafier  an  ererlafting  faminc« 
And,  what  will  yon  render  to  the  Lord  for  thk  dii^n- 
guithinf.  love  and  undeferved  goodnefi  ?  I  have  good 
groud  to'cantion  70a  againft  jmthankfulnefs,  aa  MoGs 
did  the  Ifiraelitea  upon  the  view  of  their  entry  into  Ca- 
naan»  Dent.  viii.  io.fr.  ^*  When  you  hare  eaten  and 
are  foil,  forget  not  to  bleb  God  for  the  good  land  that 
lie  hath  giveii  yoii ;"  thlt  you  have  a  Go(hcn  00  earthr 
and  the  poofpeA  of  a  Canaan  above :  Blefs  him  for  t 
land  of  Ught  that  you  dwdl  in,  and  for  the  rich  table 
diat  he  covert  for  you  :  Bleia  God  for  a  facrament 
dayj  far  it  it  one  of  the  days  of  heaven ;  it  it  a  day 
you  ought  highly  to  prizei  and  to  praife  God  fbr« 
lliey  that  know  the  wordi  of  thitday  could  wilh, 
with  Joflmayv  that  die  fun  ftood  ftill  upon  ic>  that  k 
might  be  fengdiencd  out»for  their  enjoybg  communiea 
wi3i  God  :  Dut  in  a  fpecial  manner  Uiey  wouU  wifli 
thtft  the  inn  rf  rigbmuftttfs  ftood  ft'dl  thta^day  and 
•fiiincd}  that,  widi  Jofliiia^  they  might  get  a-  more  fall 
revenge  on  their  enemies ;  vi2«  their  liSbydifre  curfcd 
Canaamtes  that  remain  ftill  in  tbe  land. 

III.  You  ought  to  go  from  this  table  in  (he  Sunuch^ 
frame,  who,  after  his  fealing  a  covenant  with  God,. went 
on  hit  way  rq<»cmg,  A£ls  viii.  39.  God*s  people  are 
£Ktquently  in  fcripture  called  to  tymei  and  he  glad  m  the 
Lords  and,  to  be  fttre»  there  is  not  a  more  fit  feafon 
for  it  than  now,  when  he  hath  been  making  fucfa  a 

S'  orioQS  difcoverv  of  that  gteat  love  wherewith  he  loved 
em*.  A  man  tnat  it  condemned  for  a  crime,  and  rta- 
dy  to  be  executed,  O  what  joy  hath  he,  when  he  re- 
ceives his  pardon  !  And  ihould  not  believers  rejoice  in 
God,  who  here  nciht  th  atmume^a^u^vttt  as  it  were, 
In'ought  again  ft»m  the  gibbet  by  the  mercy  of  God 
inChrift? 

*There  are  two  things  yon  ought  to  rejdee  in  1  i.  In 
God.    2*  In  his  ways. 

Astothe/f^?,  it  istfaedutyof  acofenanted  people 

to  rejoioe  ia  their  covenanted  God..  With  T^hat  joy  dodi 

2!iaeclieu8  entertsun  €hrift|  whcnhe  dofed  a  baigain  with 
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him  f  Lukexiz.  6. ;  and  Ekewife  the  jailoTi,  A&b  xvi* 
34.  And  to  be  fure,  wheneirer  the  bkbe  of  &t  new  man 
is  formed  hi  the  ibal»  it  wilf  leap  for  joy*  "iir^ii  moft 
reafooftUethatChrift  (houldhaTe  a  joyful  weldbaie  into 
the  fouk  God  not  onlv  commands  and  prefleB^ii  joy^ 
ks  in  PfaK  ▼.  ii.  Joel  iu  23.  E%il.  iii*  i;  and  17^4^  biic 
he  affords  the  greateft  grounds  for  it.  God  the  Fadrcr 
gives  himfelf  to  us  as  a  portion ;  his  Son  to  be  our  Savi- 
our ;  his  well  ordered  coTcnant  as  a  nevet^failing  fprtng 
of  confoiation ;  his  holy  Spirit  to  be  ovr  comfetter ; 
his  influences  to  blow  up  tnis  holy  flamr  of  joy ;  his 
graces  of  faith,  hope,  and  love,  to  breed  ax^dfeed  it ;  bis 
ordinances  to  maintain  and  inpreaf;  it ;  and  particularly 
the  Lord's  fupper  is  a  fpititual  feaft  Isftitixtedfor  cheet- 
tng  the  fottll  For,  after  i^i  we  fee  that  Chiift  andhisdit' 
ciples  fung  ^  hymn. 

What  ground  of  joyhaye  believers  in  their  cove- 
nanted Redeemer^  ui.  his  lonre,  in  his  vi£kories»  and 
|n  his  pUrcbafe  f  What  ground  of  joy  in  his  petw 
fon  and  natures  t  In  God  incarnate  they  may  fee 
heaven  and  earth  conjoined,  Qod  and  hnman  nature 
eternally  married  together,  and  Aemfelves  rery  nearfy 
related  to  God*  O  believer,  he  1$  ^  bone  of  your  bone, 
and  fleflb  of  your  fic(b,and  has  a  fellow«feeling  of  your 
infirmities  ^*  and  is  not  this  matter  of  joy  ? 
'  "What  ground  of  joy  have  you  in  the  attributes  of 
God,  which  are  all  engaged  for  you,  and  become  yours 
by  covenant  t  Fhe  thoughts  of  God  may  be  fweet  to 
you  as  to  the  Pfalmift^  Pfal.  civ*  14'  The  diougfats  oi 
God  are  ii  terror  to  the  widxd,  but  every  one  of  bis  at- 
tributes may  be  a  cordial  to  you,  yea,  even  the  moft  ter« 
rible  of  them :  W^  juftioe,  that  before  ftood  with  a 
flaming  fword  to  keep'vou  ot)t  of  paradife,  doth  nqw 
turn  an  advocate  to  plead  for  yotfr  happinefi,  i  Johp  i. 
9.  Jttftice  is  come  over  to^  jbnr  fide,  and  pleads  for 
your  pardon  and  difeharge,  fince  Qiriil  your  fvrety 
hath  paid  the  debt ;  and  for  the  crown  of  ^lory  to  you, 
fince  he  hath  laid  down  the  price. 

His  goodnefs  and  mercy  afibrd  ypu  grdat  matter  of 

joy :  Wbjr  i  for,  as  he^is  good,  fo  be  doth  gopd,  and 

will  let  m  peopte  want  hotMng  that  is  good  for  tfajcm  i 

^e  will  heStf  tbdircry,  {%  dim  in  dangeri  and  be  al 
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ftrong  hold  to  them  in  tbo  day  of  trouble.  Aad,  when 
you  meet  with  mercies  and  comfortSy  you  may  re- 
ceive th^m  as  tokens  of  his  ifimzl  love  ;  They  come  to 
you  wrapt  lip  in  the  bowels  of  Chrift,  and  dipt  in  his 
blood,  and  fo  are  doubly  fweet.  When  yon  fret  a  de- 
liverance from  any  diftrefs*  you  may  bcj  as  Uczekiah, 
Ifa.  xxxviii.  17.  *'  Thou  haft,  in  love  ta  my  foul,  de- 
livered it  from  the  pit  of  corruption."  O  belieTer«  all 
thy  mercies  are  covenanted  to  thee,  which  may  make 
them  fweet  to  thy  tafte :  That  word  in  Eccl.  ik.  7.  be- 
longs to  thee,  **  Go  thv  way,  eat  thy  bread  with  joy, 
and  drink  thy  wine  witn  a  merry  heart  \  fat  God  now 
accepteth  thy  works/  Every  morfel  of  bread  thou 
catelt  comes  from  thy  Father's  hand,  fweetened  in  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  and  is  an  eameft  of  greater  and  better 
things  laid  up  for  thee. 

God's  wiCdom  and  faithfulnefs  may  rejoice  thy  heart. 
He  is  a  ikilful  phyfician,  he  ponders  our  cafe>  weighs 
our  neceiUty^  and  knows  how  to  prefcribe  fometimei 
bitter  potion^  and  fometimes  cheering  cordials ;  He 
knows  how  to  time  our  bleiEngs  and  our  crdfTes  alio. 
O  covenanted  foul,  it  may  be  fweet  to  thee  to  think  that 
all  thy  affli£lions,  as  well  as  mercies,  are  the  £ruks  of  in- 
finite wifdom  and  faithfubiefs  1  Yea  tiiy. being  within 
.  the  covenant,  alters  the  nature  and  property  of  thy 
croiles,  and  makes  them  become  good  and  medicinal  to 
thee ;  thou  art  now  to.  look  on  them  as  mercies  cove- 
nanted and  promifed  to  thee.  ^*  When  his  children 
tranigrefs,  he  will  vifit  them  with  the  rod.— *In  faith- 
fulnefs haft  thou  affliaed  me,  faith  the  Ffalmift.''  0 
what  comfort  may  this  bring  thee,  when  thou  confider- 
eft  that  all  thy  affli£tions  are  an  article  of  the  covenant, 
the  effedl  of  God's  love»  and  a  fruit  of  Chrift's  pur*^ 
chafe ;  fo  that  you  may  fay  of  every  rod  you  meet  witb, 
The  Lord  fees  I  want  this,  otherwUe  Khould  not  be  ex- 
ercifed  with  it :  My  covenanted  God  and  Father  knows 
that  this,  and  no  lefs  than  this,  is  needful  for  me ; 
What  am  I,  that  Ke  ihould  be  fo  mindful  of  nie  ?" 

You  may  rejoice  ki  the  almightinefs  of  God*  He  hath 
-an  arm  that  is  full  of  power,  that  can  eailly  level  your 
fpiritual  Goliahs,  pull  down  fatan's  ftrong  holds,  and 
make  gopd  all  h)s  promifes, 

Tqu 
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Tou  may  rt jotce  in  his  immutability.  He  is  UDchange* 
able  in  his  love  and  in  his  covenant.    Mutable  creatures 
cKange  their  fefpe£tS|  and.  break  their  leagues  and  cove- 
.  Hants:  But  God^s  covenant  is  indifiblvable ;  for  he  is 
engaged  for  our  part,  as  well  as  his  own,  Jer.  xxxti.  40. 
*•   O  believer,  God  hath  promifed  both  for  himfelf  and 
thee:**  As  you  may  further  fee  in  Heb.  xiii.  5.  compare 
cd  with  Jer.  xxx.  9«  and  %  TiIru'i^  f  a-    If  once  in  the 
covenant,  thou  art  always  in  it ;  you  may  fing  that  fvveet 
fong,  Pfal.xlviii.  14.    **  For  this  God  is  our  God  for 
ever  and  ever :  He  will  be  our  guide  even  untp  deatJi  i" 
yea,  like  wife  jn  deatjii,  and.  over  death.    That  which 
diilblves  the  marriage-covenant  among  men,  will  not 
diifolve  this ;    Adultery  will  not  do  it  \  for  God  faith» 
•'  Though  ye  have  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers, 
yet  return  unto  me.— Turn,  ye  backfltding children,  for 
I  am  married  unto  you."  Death  cannot  difTolve  it  \  yea, 
it  brings  you  nearer  to  your  covenanted  God,  where  you 
ihall  ever  rejoice  in:his  prefence.      Though  death  robs 
worldly  men  of  their  poor  happinefs,  and  hungry  hea- 
ven, yet  k  doth  no  harm  to  you :  Nay,  when  you  find 
death  begin  to  ajfTauU  your  tabernacle  of  clay,  you  may 
^*  lift  up  your  head  with  joy  \  for,  behold,  the  day  of 
your  redemption  draweth  nigh/*     You  may  fing  with 
the  Pfalmift,  PfaL  Ixxiii.  a<J.  ".  My  flefli  and  heart  fail* 
eth }  but  God  is  the  (Irength  of  my  heart,  and  my  por ; 
tion  for  ever."    What  though  my  eye  and  my  heart- 
(Irings  be  ready  to  break,  and  the  lamp  of  my  life  be 
like  a  candle  burnt  to  the  focket,  and  near  the  going 
out;  yet  ftill  God  is  my  Gc4*  a<9d  portion  for  ever* 

Thus  Olevian,  a  dying  fain(,  comforted  himfelf:  <^  My 
, hearing  is  gone,  my  fmelling  is  gone,  and  my  fight  is 
going :  My  fpeech  and  feeling  are  almoft  gone }  but  the 
loving'kindnefs  of  God  (hall  never  depart  from  me'' 
When  die  worldlinj;*s  portion  is  gone,  yours  remains 
fore  to  you :  Lofe  what  you  will,  you  cannot  iofe  that. 
Good  caufe  had  Uabakkiik  to  fay,  Hab.  iii.  17.  i8. 
*<  Altho'  the  fig-tree  ihall  not  blofTom,  neither  (hall  fruit 
be  in  the  vines,  ice,  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and 
Joy  in  the  God  of  my  Ulvation.  O  believer,  the  more  you 
vii^w  your  portion,  you  will  find  the  more  ground  for 

your 
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yoor  rejoicing  therein  :  For  in  God  you  liaTe  all  things 
you  need ;  ail  things  you  can  defire ;  yea,  more  tfasi 
•^  eye  hath  feen,  car  heard,  or  heart  can  conccire" 

DUt,  fecondiy^  as  you  ought  to  go  from  this  ordinaflce 
rejoicing  in  God|  fo  likcTft^ife  in  the  ways  of  God ;  and, 
vie  JehoOiaphati  you  ought  to  have  your  hearts  iift  op 
in  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  Put  on  holy  refblotxons,  to 
proceed  with  zeal,  delight,  and  alacrityi  in  tlie  ways  of 
God^s  commandments :  Tour  hearts  (hould  nowbe  eo' 
]arged  to  run  and  Gng  in  his  ways,  and  go  about  every 
duty  with  pleafure,  Stedfaftly  refift  every  fin,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  fin  that  hath  moft  eaflly  bcfct  you,  your  pre- 
dominant fin,  your  beloved  idol :  Ab^sor  both  inwant^ 
and  outward  fins  *,  flee  drunkennefs,  ^ncleannefs,  fwear- 
ing,  lying,  cheating,  fabbath- breaking,  frc.  Make  re- 
ligion your  main  work,  and  make  confcience  of  hearl* 
holineis :  fiudy  to  live  near  Chrift,  make  ufe  of  him> 
and  conftantly  depend  on  him,  for  righteoufncis  and 
ftrength.  Study  to  perform  the  duties  both  of  the  firft 
and  lecohd  table :  Carefully  obferve  ^rri]y«dutieff,  and 
fecret  prayer.  In  a  word,  go  on  chcerf^illy  \n  the  ways 
^f  piety  and  devotion,  an^  efpecially  in  t)  ofir  duda 
wherein  communion  and  corrcfpondence  with  God  is 
to  be  obpiitied  and  kq>t  up.  Go  on  joyfully  in  the  ways 
of  juftice  and  hope{ly,  meeknefs  and  peace,  temperance 
and  fobriety;  charity  and  beneficence,  humSity  and  feif- 
^denial ;  and  truft  in  your  covenanted  God[|  fbr  core* 
iiant  ftrength  and  furniture  for  every  goo^  word  and 
work*  f 

IV.  In  going  JFrom  the  Lord's  table,  you  ought  to  mix 
your  joy  and  praifes  With  a  holy  fear  afid  crembiii^ : 
And  you  have  great  caufe  for  this,  when  you  confide* 
I.  Your  manifbfd  fhort- comings  in  this  folemn  approadi 
to  God.  Surely  your  fouls  were  not  cleanfed  accmtiqg 
to  the  purification  of  the  fan^ary,  your  prepsfratba 
was  defedHve  in  the  fight  of  God.  Have  yo«  not  cade 
to  be  afhamed,  that  your  hearts  were  not  more  deeply 
afiedled  with  the  great  fights  prefented  to  your  view,  and 
the  glorious  things  put  in  your  offer  i  Have  you  not 

§  round  to  be  humbled  for  the  coldnefs  of  your  hearts» 
le  waverings  of  your  minds/the  deadntft  of  yoar  ^ 
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nts*  and  carnality  of  your  aff^dions,  when  you  waa, 
about  this  heavenly  and  Spiritual  work  ?  Alas  for  the 
vreakncfs  of  our  graces,  the  inconftancy  of  our  frames^ ' 
nxiA  the  manifold  infirniities  which  cleave  to  our  beft 

Srrformance^  !  Had  we  no  more  fin  to  anfwer  for,  but 
c  iniquities  of  our  holy  things,  they  would  be  too 
keavy  for  us  to  bear.  Let  us  be  humbled  under  the 
fenfe  of  them,  and  look  to  our  great  high-prleft  to  make 
atonement  for  them. 

a.  You  have  caufe  to  be  humbled  and  feaf,  donCdcr- 
ing  the  manfold  dangers  you  are  expofed  to,  and  ene- 
'  mies  you  are  environed  with,  who  are  never  more  bufy 
than  after  a  facrament,  and  our  being  admitted  to  near- 
nefs  with  God*  Chrift,  immediately  after  his  baptifm, 
and  the  folemn  manlfeftatiop  he  baa  from  heaven^  was 
led  away  to  be  tempted  of  the  devilj  Matth.  iv.  i«  And 
it  was  after  the  Lord's  fupper  that  Chrift  told  hisdifci-* 

J>)esy  that  *^  fatan  defired  to  have  them,  that  he  might 
ift  them  as  wheat,**  Luke  22*  31.  It  was  after  Paut 
va§  rapt  up,  to  the  third  heaven,  that  he  was  in  hazard 
of  being  exalted  above  meafure,  or  puft  up  with  pride, 
and  therefore  had  a  meflenger  of  fatan  fent  to  buffet  of 
lun^^  2  Cor.  xii.  Have  you  sot  any  thing  of  the  riches 
Chnft,  and  the  treafures  of  neaven,  at  this  ordinance  ? 
Tnen  look  well  to  yourfelves  that  you  lofe  it  not*  for  * 
.  th^  devil  is  i^g.  about  feeking  to  rob  you  thereof^ 
Therefore  be  not  lifi:cd  u^  or  fecure,  but  be  humble 
and  watchftt]»  and  walk  circumfpe^Iy. 

^BCT.  II.  Containing  Dire£^ions  hovr  to  Behave  when 
you  go  boine  to  your  Clofets  and  Retiring  Piaces« 

THINK  not  your  work  over  oa  a  €ommunion-(ab* 
bathv  when  ytm  are  come  home  frqm  the  church ;  But 
te  foon  a)  podible.  retire. 

I.  For  frayf.  You  Ifaottld  be  more  bent  upon  pray, 
er  now  than  ever.  The  Pj^lmift,  when  God  had  dealt 
kindly  with  him»  refclvea  therefore  that  he  will  cuU  upon 
God  as  long  as  he  lived,  Pfal. cxvi.  2«  T^  isa  ftrange 
tttvm  he  would  give  God  for  fcvmer  favours :  He  . 
would  go  and  bef  jacw  favours  from  him»  and  Ue  the 

more 
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more  clofely  about  his  hand  y  I  will  lore  Ood,  ind  love 
prayei^  the  better  all  m^  days«  This  is  not  the  maniier 
of  men»  but  God  is  delighted  with  fuch  a  rettini. 

^efin  "  But  what  fiiall  we  pray  for  now  f  Cm 
God  give  more  than  what  he  hath  giren  n^  in  the  &« 
cr^ment  ?'* 

uirtf.  Though  God  hath  here  gtVcn  you  the  feal  oC 
the  covenant,  and  a  right  to  all  its  privilef^  and  pro- 
mifes ;  yet  he  will  be  enquired  of  by  you^  for  the  parts* 
cular  application  and  accomplifliment  of  them:  Ton 
tnuft  put  God  to  his  word,  and  pray  with  the  Pfalmtft^ 
l?fal.  cxix.  49.  "  Remember  the  word  mito  thy  fcr* 
yant,  upon^  which  thou  haft  caufed  me  to  hope.  Be  it 
to  thy  fervant  according  to  thy  word."  Again,  yon 
ihould  pray  that  God  may  continue  and  preferve  any 
good  frame  or  tendemefs  of  heart,  fpiritual  motions  and 
refolutions,  or  any  warmnefs  of  affedions  and  ddires 
that  have  been  wrought  in  you  by  this  ordinance ;  for 
our  hearts  are  ready  to  cooT,  and  our  goodnefs  to  vaniOi 
'<  lik^  the  morning  clouds  and  the  early  dew  :**  You  have 
need  thecefore  to  pniy  with  David^  i  Chron.  xxiz.  18. 
'<  Lord,  keep  this  for  ever  in  the  imagination  of  the 
thoughts  of  my  heart  :'*  And,  Pfal.  Izviii.  aS.  '^  Strength* 
en,  O  God,  that  which  thou  haft  wrought  for  tts.*"  Your 
hearts  are  naturally  deceitful,  and  ydur  feet  beiit  to 
backfliding ';  pray  as  in  Pfal.  xvii.  5*  **  Hold  Up  my 
goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  footftepS  flip  not**  Toii 
have  no  ftrength  in  your(elves  to  keep  thepromifes,  and 
perform  the  vows  to  the  Lord  which  you  have  made  i 
Therefore  beg  from  your  covenanted  Uod,  that  Kc  may 
furnilh  you.  for  every  good  word  and  %^ork*,  for  '<*  it  is 
he  that  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do.*^ 

IL  Selfexaminaftidn  is  a  duty  tfidft  lueceflary  on  Ae 
back  of.  this  fblemn  ordinance,  as  well  as  before  it.  Re- 
view your  carriage  at  it,  fo  that  you  m^y  be  humbled* 
for  defers,  or  thankful  for  attaininetits ;  caft  up  your 
accounts,  and  fee  what  you  have  gained  at  this  gofpcl* 
market.  Will  you  not  beas  wife  for  your  Ibuls,  as  you 
are  for  your  bodies  f  Wert  yon  at  a  market  trading  for 
the  thmgs  of  this  v/orl3,  you  would  take  this  courfc  after 
you  had  coffle  from  it  r  But,  O  •^  what  wilf  it  profit 

you, 
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you,  though  you  (houlH  gain  the  whole  world,  if  you 
ihould  lofe  your  fouls  ?" 

There  are  two  things  you  Ihonld  carefully  fearch  in- 
to, when  you  come  home  from  the  Lord's  table :  i.  If 
▼ou  had  fincerity  in  covenanting  with  God  2.  If  you 
had  his  gracious  prtfrnce  with  you  in  this  ordinanoe. 

^uefin  I.  "  How  (hall  I  know  if  I  have  fincerely 
tranfa^ed  with  God  at  his  table*  and  if  he  hath  taken 
me  into  the  bond  of  his  covenant  ¥* 

Anf.  I.  It  is  of  great  confequence  for  you  to  know 
this;' for  it  is  not  every  one  that  externally  rcceiveth 
the  feal  of  God's  covenant,  that  is  realty  taken  into  the 
bond  of  it :  Many  thoufands  deceive  themfelves  in  this 
matter.  You  may  difcover  your  fincerity  in  covenant- 
ing, by  reviewing  the  frame  and  condition  your  fouls . 
Mrere  in  when  you  were  about  it,  and  by  confidering  the 
frame  and  difpofition  they  are  in  now. 

I.  "  What  was  the  frame  of  your  fouls  when  you 
vrcxt  tranfa£ting  witii  God  ?** 

1.  Were  you  low  and  vile  in  your  own  eyes,  and 
deeply  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  your  own  unworthi- 
nefs  and  ilUdeferving }  fo  that  you  were  made  to  fay 
with  the  CenturioQ,  from  the  bottom  of  your  hearty 
**  Lord,  1  am  not  worthy  that  thou  (houldft  come  un- 
der'my  roof;  I  have  lived  all  my  days-  in  rebellion  a- 
gatnft  thee  ;  the  bottomlefs  pit  is  my  due  ?^  Then  this 
is  a  good  fij?n  of  thy  being  brought  within  the  covenant^ 
according  to  Ezek.  xvi.  62.  63. 

2.  Were  you  weary  of  the  burden  of  fin  ?  Did  you 
groan  under  it  as  a  bt^avy  load  ?  Were  you  fenfibie  that 
it  wa»  too  heavy  for  you  to  bear  f  as  the  -Pfalmift  was» 
Pfal.  xxxTtii.  3.  Then  it  is  a  good  fign;  for  it  is  to  fuch 
that  Chrift  affords  reft  in  his  covenant* 

3.  Did  your  fouls  long  and  pant  for  Chrift,  as  the 
hunted  hart  for  the  nvater-hrooksy  the  fcorehed  ground 
for  a  refrejbing  /bower ^  or  a  condemned  man  for  a  remif' 

Jion  ?  W  »s  it  your  ct^^None  but  Chrift  ^  give  me  Chrtft^ 
or  elfe  I  die  :  Lord  Jcfus,  here  a  poor  beggar  for  thy 
bounry,  a  difeafcd  Lazarus  for  thy  cure,  an  empty  belly 
for  thee  to  fill,  a  naked  back  for  thee  to  cover :  Never 
was  there  a  fiut'tbat  fiooi  more  in  fwd  ef  thee  than  f* 
Vol.  I.  4  D  Then 
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Tfaen  this  is  a  good  token  :  For,  vhcrcver  dieve  is  trie 
faith,  it  empties  the  foul,  difcovers  want  and  it^ificry  in 
Qttffelve^,  ^and  great  fulnefs  in  Chrift.  Faitli  conses 
with  an  empfy  vrffel  to  Chrift's  ^en  fiunimn^  it  comes 
with  an  open  mouth  to  hifi  fidl  pafii  aed  with  rd  ^vtfUj 
hand  to  his  rich  ireafure, 

4.  Were  you  in  a  rtfgmng  frofne  when  you  took  the 
fiai  of  the  covenant  into  your  liand  ?  For  faith,  as  it 
embraces  and  lays  hokl  00  Chrift,  fo  it  delivers  up  the 
jbul  to  Chrift ;  and,  as  it  takes  Chrift  wholiy,  £0  it  gives 
up  the  fi  ul  wholly  to  him.  Did  you  give  all  you  arc, 
and  all  you  have,  your  children,  relations,  honours,  ef- 
tates  ihtereftf,  t:me,  talents,  health,  ftrength,  and  alltt) 
Chrift,  to  be  difpofed  of,  and  employed  by  him,  acoord* 
ing  to  his  pleafure  ?  Then  this  is  a  good  mark  of  thy 
fincerity. 

5.  Were  you  in  a  renouncing  frame,  willing  to  part 
With  every  luft,  and  put  a  bill  of  divorce  in  the  hands 
of  every  DeUta^  or  beloved  idol  ?  Then  it  isa  giod 
fign  ;  for  every  fincere  foul  will  fay,  at  fuch  a  time, 
Ephraim,  ^'  What  have  i  t6  do  any  more  with  idok  P* 

II.  Confider  the  frame  and  dirp<»fition  of  youf  (bvia 
fince  you  came  from  the  Lord's  table  \  for -you  may  find 
out  your  fincerity  hereby. 

1.  A(k  your  fouls  that  queftion,  which  Chrift  him- 
felf  oiicc  »fkcd  the  Pharifees,  Matth  xxii.  4a.  **  What 
think  ye  of  Chrift  i  Covenanted  fouls,  to  be  fure,  will 
have  a  very  high  opinion  of  him  ;  for  *'  to  ail  that  be- 
lieve he  is  precious.  Can  you  fay»  then,  that  you  have 
high  ami  adminng  thoughts  of  Chrift,  and  that  yon 
wonder  at  his  beauty :  Ondb  I  was  at  p^ace  without 
Chrill,  but  row  I  fee  nothing  but  fire  and  wrath  out  of 
him  :  Once  I  faw  little  beauty  in  him,  and  faidi  as  the 
daughters  of  jerufalem  faid  to  his  fpoufe,  *•  What  is 
thy  beloved  more  than  another  belored  ?^  But  now  I 
fee  him  altogether  lovely  :  Yea,  I  fee  not  only  a  match* 
lefs  beauty  in  his  perfon,  but  alfo  in  his  way,  his  word, 
his  ordinances,  his  people  ^  nay,  in  his  very  crofs,  and 
eirery  thing  that  belongs  to  him. 

2.  All  covenanted  fouls  will  be  mightily  pleafc^d  with 
the  contrivaDce»  frame  and  deHga  of  the  covenant ;  they 

.    viU 
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will  fay,  "  It  is  well  ordered  in  all  thitijys  :"  they  will 
be  fatiafied  with  all  the  articles  of  it,  and  with  all  the 
offices  and  relation^  of  Chrift  v  *^^y  will  be  consent  to 
be  governed  b^  his.  bws,  as  well  as  to  be  juftiiied  by  his 
righteoufneis.  All  they  who  hive  entered  iiuo  a  mai- 
riape- covenant  with  Chrift  will  look  to  his  perfon  "^  ore 
than  to  his  patrimony,  and  they  will  embrace  his  pre- 
cepts as  well  as  his  pron^ifes.  Try,  therefore,  if  it  be 
fo  with  you.  Arf  vou  p!e  fed- with  the  dtfign  of  the 
covenant,  viz.  to  exalt  free  grace  ?  Would  you  have 
Chrift  all  aT\d  yourfelves  nothing  ?  Would  you  be  con- 
tent '^  ith  heaven,  though  it  were  for  no  more  than  to 
£ta  'd  an  eternal  monument  of  free  grace,  and  that  ycu 
might,  with  others,  join  in  your  note  to  glorify  and 
cxait  it  ?  Do  you  love  ftill  to  cry,  *^  Not  unto  us,  not 
unto  us,  hut  to  Chrift  be  the  glory  i  Then  this  is  a 
good  fign  you  arc  within  the  bond  of  this  covenant. 

3.  Have  you  heart  melting  thoughts  at  the  remem- 
brance of  Chrift^s' wounds  ?  Are  you  fcnfibly  touched 
for  your  fins  thai  pierced  him,  refolved,  through  his 
grace,,  tb  pierce  him  no  more,  and  that  you  will  never 

five  any  harbour  to  thofe  traitors  that  put  to  death  the 
on  of  Godt?      Then  it  is  a  fign  you  have  eyed  him  by 
faith  at  his  table,  arid  taken  hold  of  hift  covenant. 

4.  If  you  be  his  covenanted  friends,  you  will  refohc 
to  obey  every  commanded  duty,  John  xv.  14.  Ye  will 
be  a  people  zealous  of  good  works*  And  remember 
this,  ye'wiUrtfolve  to  perform  covenant- duties  in  a  co- 
venant-way, in  a  gofpel  method  ;  1.  e  ye  will  do  all  out 
of  love  and  gratitude  to  your  benefaftor  and  Redeem- 
er ;  ye  will  do  ail  to  glorify  him  -,  ye  will  go  out  of 
yourfelves  even  to  Chrift  for  ftrcngth,  ami  depend  on 
iiim  for  ail. 

^ejf.  2.  How  (hall  I  know  if  I  have  met  with 
Chrift  at  his  table,  and  enjoyed  any  thing  of  his  gra- 
cious prcfence  there  ? 

/^n/  Chrift  hath  many  ways  of  vifiting  his  people, 
and  holding  communion  with  them  -,  ancS  though  he 
hath  not  done  it  in  the  way  you  were  expc£ling,  do  not 
conclude  that  he  hath  not  done  it  at  all. 

I.  He  fome  tines  draws  near  his  people  in  this  ordi- 
nance, by  bringing  light  to  their  unuerftandiiigs,  and 
4  D  2  making 
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makiii|lf  ffracious  difcovrriea  to  tbr'r  fouls*  »  Some* 
times  he  difcovers  to  us  hU  frrcatntfft  and  purity,  fo  as  to 
humUe  us  to  the  duft,  and  mr^ke  us  Teem  nothing  in.our 
own  ey€B«  and  confefs  we  are  t\  r  vilef^  of  (ipners,  and 
wonder  that  we  are  out  of  the  pit .  Sn  was  it  with  thefe 
holy  men.  Job  xl.  4.  Ifa*  ?i.  3 •«— ^Sometimes  he  dit 
coH^  rs  his  gocdnefs  ^nd  mercy,  in  giving  his  Son  to  die 
forfuch  wretches,  and  oflTcring  pardoti  to  fnch  rebels: 
and  thereby  he  (heds  abroad  his  loye  into  our  heartii 
and  melts  them  in  tears,  confeflionsi  and  thankful  re- 
fenttnents  of  his  love,  as  in  Luke  vi.  44.  1  Tim.  i.  16. 
— Sometimes  he>  difcovers  Chrift  to  be  altogether  lovely, 
fin  to  be  altogether  vile,  the  world  to  be  altogether  vain, 
holinefs  to  be  altogether  neceiTary,  and  heaven  to  be  ak 
together  glorious. 

a.  He  kindly  vifits  his  people,  when  he  draws  out 
dieir  graces  to  a  lively  exercife,  and  particularly  fends 
bis  quickning  Spirit  to  melt  their  hearts  into  the  exeiw 
cife  of  repentance  and  mourning  for  Gn,  or  to  afiuate 
their  £iith,  and  enable  them  to  lean  on  Chrift  for  pa»i 
don  and  falvation,  and  fiiy  with  that  poor  man,  **  Lord, 
I  believe,  help  thou  my  uftbelief  :"i— Or  when  he  kindks 
love  in  the  heart,  and  makes  it  bum  while  he  talks  to 
them,  and  opens  the  fcriptures,  as  he  did  to  the  two  dit 
ciples  going  to  Emmaus ;  or  help  you  te  (ay  with  Peter, 
**  Lord^  thou  that  knoweft  all  things,  knoweft  that  I  love 
thee :"— Or  when  he  draws  out  the  defircsy  longings, 
and  pantings  of  the  foul  after  himfelf,  and  makes  lU 
thirft  after  him,  and  follow  hard  after  him.  Hence  we 
fee  what  a  miftake  many  are  in,  who  think' there  is  no 
communion  with  Chrift  but  by  fenfible  confolations  and 
jntnifeftations  of  his  love  :  For,  where  there  is  a  holy 
fliame,  grief,  and  forrow  wrought  in  the  foul  for  fin,  it 
is  as  real  an  evidence  of  his  gracious  prefence,  as  when 
the  foul  is  affe£tionately  melted  into  love,  praife^  and  joy* 
Tbo'  Chrift  come  not  to  you  by  the  higher  way,  yet  be 
thankful  if  he  come  in  the  lower  way. 

3.  Chrift  holds  communion  with  his  people  in  this 
ordinance,  by  ftrcngthening  them  for  duty,  and  making 
them  delight  in  his  fervicej  and  count  it  their  meat  and 
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dritik  to  do  his  will,  and  reckon  **  one  day  in  bis  coarts 
iv^OTth  a  thoufand  eifewhere.*' 

4.  When  he  intimates  his  fpecial  love  and  favour^  to 

tKeir  fouls,  which  he  doth  many  ways,  by  diflbiring 

their  doubts  and  fears,  fcattering  their  clouds,  (hining 

on  their  graces,  and  clearing  up  their  evidences;  or 

"urhifpering  by  his  Spirit  into  their  confcicnccs,  "  War 

not,  I  am  your  falvation :  Be  of  good  cheer,  all  your 

Iins  are  forgiven  you :  The  Lord  hath  put  away  thy  fins, 

thou  (halt  not  die."     It  is  this  way  the  Lord  fometimes 

brings  his  people  into  the  banqueting  koufe^  fatisfies  them 

as  tvitb  marrow  and  fatnf/s,  makes  them  to  hear  the 

voice  of  joy  and  gladnefe^  fiils  them  with  peace  that  pajfes 

underfianaing^  withyay  that  is  unfpeakahle  and  full  of  gh^ 

ry.     It  is  thus  that  he  kiffes  them  iviih  the  ktjfes  of  his 

wmuih^  u  e.  applies  the  comforts  of  liis  pronnifes,  which 

are  the  fweet  words  of  his  mouth,  yea,  sweeter  to  them- 

thetn  honey  or  the  honey-comh :  It  is  here  he  mskes  then 

to  drink  of  the  rivers  of  his  pleafures^  brings  them  to  liis 

boly  mountain ;  and   makes  th«m  joyfui  in  his  boufe  of 

prayer :  It  is  here  he  "  brings  them  out  of  the  miry 

clay,  fets  their  feet  upon  a  rock,  eftabliihes  their  gt^ngs^ 

and  puts  a  new  fong  in  their  mouthy  even'  praifes  to 

our  God" 

*-  it  might  be  proper  in  this  place  to  fpeak  to  the  eafes 
of  feveral  forts  of  communicants  :  But,  having  done  this 

5>retty  fully  in  my  Sacramental  Catechi/my  I  Oiali  here 
jpeak  only  to  two  forts. 

I.  Thofe  who,  after  fecret  felf*examination,  and  re- 
viewing of  their  communicating,  are  put  to  complain 
that  they  do  not  find  any  comfort  or  fpiritual  advan* 
tage  by  the  folemn  ordinance  of  which  they  have  beett 
partaking. 

IL  Thofe  who  cannot  but  acknowledge,  to  thepraife 
of  free  grace,  that  they  have  been  kindly  dealt  with, 
and  privileged  with  fpecial  manifcftations  of  God's  love 
and  favour  at  this  holy  ordinance. 

Firjly  As  to  the  firft  Cart  of  communicants. 

There  are  fometimes  found  not  a  few  of  God's  people 
who,  on  the  Jback  of  their  communicating;,  are  in  a  di(^ 
ConfolateconditioUi  '*  O(faithone)  I  bavebeenexamining 

myfelf 
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vnyMf  finer  I  came  from  the  Lord's  table^  and  ict  ew- 
ing  ny  com  nunica  ting ;  and  I  fe»r  I  have  not  met  with 
Chrift  there,  nor  pot  any  comfort  or  fpiritual  dt^ran- 
tagf  bv  the  ordination.  L  think  God  b  angry  with  roc; 
and  what  (ball  !  do  ?** 

-ifwj.  !>?,  Gr:  nrinjr  it  be  fo  that  thou  haft  got  no  be* 
nefit  by  th's  ordinance,  beware  of  laying  the  blame  in 
tht  leaft  upon  the  mafter  of  the  fcaft,  who  is  a  bounti- 
ful Lord,  and  Hdights  in  mercy;  but  leave  your  com- 
plaint entirely  upon  yourfelf,  and  fearch  forthecaufcrf 
your  difappointme:  t  in  yourftlf.    And  it  i'.  likvly.  upon 
due  fearch,  you  will  fird,  that  either  you  h^vc  been  flight 
in  ]four  preparations  for  the  duty :  your  appetite  hath  not 
been  (barpened  with  a  fenfe  of  fpiritual  w  mts  ;  you  bare 
not  been  watchful  over  ^four  heart,  either  before,  in 
tin^e  of,  or  iifter  your  communicating;  or  perhaps yoa 
have  gone  about  this  work  too  much  in  your  own  ltren|:th, 
w»:hr^ut  icoking  to  God  for  ftrength  and  quickctang  in 
the  gofpel  met*iod,     Jacob  told  his  wives.    Gen.  xxxi. 
**  J  fee  your  father's  countenance,  it  is  not  toward  me 
as  before.'*     Now,  what  was  the  reafon  of  it  ?    **  Ja- 
cob (f.^  Laban*8  fons)  "  hath  taken  away  all  that  was 
our  father's,"  he  harh  enhanced  his  richer.     Well,  haft 
thou  dealt  thus  with  thy  heavenly  Father  ?     Haft  thoil 
rolbed  him  of  his  glory  in  any  meafute  by  thy  fetf- 
confidence  ?  Then  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  counten-incc 
was  not  fo   plcafant  toward  thee  as  at  other  times. 
Be  humbled   then   for   your    dcfefts  and    (lum-tf^ni- 
ings  :    And   fiy,   •*   Lord,  thou  art  righteous,  but  I 
am  wicked." 

7d/y,  God  may  hide  his  face  from  his  people  at  the 
facrament,  cither  for  their  trial,  or  for  thtir  fpiritual 
improvement  and  advantage.  He  may  hereby  try  yott 
how  you  will  behave  under  fuch  a  difpenfation  ;  if  jo^ 
will  love  him  and  cleave  to  him,  even"  when  he  l^id^ 
himfelf,  or  frowns  upon  you.  Do  not  defpond,  0  be- 
liever, though  .God  appear  to  frown,  or  to  fpcak  bitrcr 
things  againft  you  ;  but  cleave  dill  to  him  by  faith,  and 
blefs  his  naniC  that  he  is  at  all  in  fpeaking  terms  with 
you,  and  not  wholly  Clcnt  to  you,  as  he  is  to  manfi 

upon  whom  he  will  not  bcftow  a  reproof,  but  ff^ 

them 
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tliem  up  10  walk  after  <he  coonfels  of  their  own  hearts. 

It  i§  a  gr/at  itiercy  to  have  God  rebuldng  us  for  dU^ 

^^ood. 

But  the  Lord  may  be  hiding  himfelft  to  raffe  in  yea 
the  greater  eameftnefs  and  fervency  in  feeking  after 

liim.  Thua  he  dealt  with  thf  fpoufe,  Cant,  iii.  3.  5h« 
*was  too  iazy  and  carelefa  in  her  inquiries  for  htm» 
therefore  he  retires ;  and  thereupon  (he  rofe  from  her 
lloth,  and  went  through  all  the  ftreets  of  the  city  in 
4|ueft  of  himi  faying,  •*  Saw  ye  him  whom  my  foul 
loverh  ?  Ttll  him  that  I  am  fick  of  love."  It  were 
happy  if  your  diCippointment  had  the  fame  efFt:£t  oa 
you,  to  make  you  rife  and  feek  him  more  carneftiy; 
and  go  further  than  you  did  before.  The  fpoufe 
went  a  Httle  further,  flie*  went  further  than  the 
watchmen,  before  (he.  found  him  whom  her  foul 
loved  ;  and  fo  niuft  you-  You  muft  go  further  than 
minifters,  ordinances,  or  facraments;  go  and  look 
|»eyond  ali  to  Chrift  himfelf.  Go  alfo  further  in 
refped  of  diligence,  fincerity,  fpihtualiry,  and  heart* 
holtnefs.  Do  as  blind  Bartimeus  did,  when  he  thought 
Chrift  was  like  to  pafs  by  him  without  noticing  him^ 
Luke  xviii.  39.  "  He  cried  fo  much  the  more,  q.  d« 
Jjord,  pafs  not  by  me,  allow  me  one  word  from  thy 
blefled  mouth/^ne  crumb  from  thy  gracious  hand.  Q 
believer,  do  not  Umit  God  to  the  precife.time  of  com» 
municating,  your  feail  may  be  yet  to  come  •,  for  the 
banquettig-houfe  is  not  yet  (hut,  though  the  commn«« 
nion-table  be  uncovered :  1  herefore,  lye  (till  at  the  door» 
and  cry  fo  much  the  more,  "  Lord,  others  are  ferved, 
and  not  1 :  H<i(i  thou  nor  one  ble(&ng  for  me,  evtn  for 
me,  O  my  Father  ?  Lord,  I  cannot  depart  without  it;  I 
muft  even  die  at  thy  thrcfliold."  Thus  pray  in  faith, 
and  wait  in  hope,  and  God  will  come  m  due  time. 
**  it  is  good  that  thy  foul  ihould  both  hope,  and  quiet* 
ly  wait  for  the  faivation  of  tlie  Liord." 

3£f/^,  God's  people  do  fometin.es  getgracfous  tokens 
of  his  bounty,  and  marks  of  his  favour,  when  they  are 
not  well  feniUe  of  it  \  fo  that  they  have  caufe  to  fay 
with  Jacob  at  Bethe^|  Gen-  xxviii.  16  "  8ureiy  God 
was  in  this  phce,  and  I  knew  it  not.''    There  may  h& 
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real  comnitifiion,  when  there  is  no  fenfiUe  oonnmniaD. 
The  two  dtfciples  goifijr  to  Emmaus,  their  hearts  did 
bom  with  love  to  Chrtft,  and  Chrift  converlbd  wkk 
them,  when  yet  rhey  knew  it  not.  Or  they  mayfooie- 
tt«ies  reckon  what  they  have  got  at  the  facnonent  to  he 
notbio^y  becanfc  they  got  not  what  they  were  cxpeA- 
ing.  They  were  perhaps  expeding  peace,  comfort,  or 
joy,  which  th^y  have  not  fonnd  ;  and  this  makes  them 
overlook  any  rcvtvtngs  and  fmokings  of  grace  which 
now  are  begot  in  their  hearts.  Haft  thou,  O  comfni»>' 
nicant,  got  a  crumb  of  grace,  do  not  undervalue  it, 
though  it  be  fmall,  but  be  humble  and  thankful  for  it^ 
for  furely  it  is  more  than  you  dcfcrve.  It  is  not  good 
manners  for  a  ftranger,  when  invited  to  a  great  man's 
tabic,  to  carve  for  himfelfj  therefore  be  content  witk 
God*8  carving  for  you.  and  blefs  htm  he  hath  not  fent 
you  to  the  table  of  devils,  and  given  you  a  portion  with 
die  damned. 

Many  are  apt  to  think  nothing  is  a  feaft,  unlefs  they 
get  fmiies  from  God,  joy,  peace,  and  fcnfible  manifefta- 
tions  of  his  lov*. :  But  there  may  be  great  bounty  (howa 
to  us  without  thefe  \  particularly,  if  ycu  haw  got  any 
more  fenfe  of  fm's  evil,  or  concern  for  the  hardne&  of 
your  hearts :  If  you  have  got  any  higher  eftrem  of  Chrift^ 
and  of  the  contrivance  of  falvarion  through  his  media- 
tion ;  if  you  have  any  more  hunger  and  thirft  after  Chrift, 
any  more  love  to  holinefs  and  the  waya  of  Chrift«  any 
more  defire  after  his  prefence  in  duties  and  ordinances, 
any  more  fcnfe  of  your  need  of  the  fountain  of  his 
bk)od  :  Then  all  thefe  .ire  gracious  tokens  of  his  bounty 
to  your  fouls,  for  which  you  have  caufe  to  blefe  and 
magnify  the  Lord.  We  may  enjoy  the  faving  influea- 
Cf  s  of  th(t  Spirit,  when  we  do  not  feel  his  more  abua* 
dant  confolationF.  God  may  gracioufly  accept  of  us, 
hold  communion  with  us,  andfcal  our  pardon  to  uf, 
though  he  do  not  teftify  ir  by  giving  in  extraordinary 
joys.  The  ttutft  coniniunion  with  God  is  to  enjoy 
communion  with  h.m  in  his  graces,  whereby  our  fouls 
are  made  conformable  unto. God,  and  are  (lamped  with 
his  imaj^e-  Well,  if  ycu  have  got  any  more  grace,  ba 
thankful  to  Gou,  tbou^h'  you  have  got  no  more  com* 
fort.    Though  you  do  not  Spring  upward  in  joyi.bkfs 

God 
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Aod  if  f9vf  fddt-  ytfbffelveriiiiire  ictmiwmA  liP  honfiili- 
ty«  TiMfu^fOu  do  ittff  ffiridy^mudt  cpf '6i«l  in  tKe 
ordinaifces  here,  yet  be  fhankraMf  j&vc  gtt  jmn  de- 
ArM  fMra  ailarged  aftet  the'ftfH  enjoyment  erf'  tiod  a« 
VtfVe.  Tbff  kitidrtefr  of  Odd  A)«ft  nbf  be  o^^eykiekai, 
sfOr  thtt  day  of  fmtlll  tftini^s  dei)rifed  ^  kuc  the  Maft crumb 
ctf  gmee  i^  to  be  n^ti^ed  atfdreceilred  widvthanbfutne&i 
sMNTthh^ia  dM  Mray  to  get  MN>f«4 

We  iMM  mrfo  }adg«  ol  ottt  ptoiirtng  in  dttty,  afeld  of 
ow  gifting  by  ofditiaAee^,  by  o6t  prefent  ieetihft  dnd  re* 
crtvlM^  of  fcniibte  cdmfortg :  ¥<yt  the  fools  of  GodV  peou 
pie  mAf  b6  ifi  a^  iJh«4Vin^  ftate  of  j^racey  erenf  when  they 
ate-miftrhcsiflf  dowt)  ^d  (harply  enefcifed*  Let'm  then 
ierioufly  Tffled  upot>aur  dommumcating^and^fee  if  w6 
cM'fsffthtftoSr  hearts  were  fin^  and  fincere  in  the 
pef4toiHWaM<!lf  of  the  dt^y,  ir)d  ifn  our  covenanting  with 
God,  ttnd  if  w^  continue  ft^dfflf)?  With  God  therrin  $ 
thia  ma?  adrtdinifter  ground  of  eonfifort  to  n§i  npon  our 
afR¥-i«i^Ai6Ai'  though  otn  knh  were  not  lifted  up 
w(#i  joy  ftrtd  comfort  in  the  tinvc  of  perforrtiafice. 
OM  ittok^t  nor  fl>  much  to  peoples  fudden  <fit0  of  pal^ 
fiMi^  or  fl^fAidS  of  aflFeftiony  a»  he  dothi  tothe  bent  and 
teftdhstirf  of  aflmsere  foul. 

^'S4(lnon^Tthengofn)m  thtroi^natiee  with  anyftarft 
tbemgfhts  of  Chrid,*  oY  tft  all  to  give  credh  «cy  thefe  etil  re^* 
pdns  th4t»8atan  and  our  wiel^d  hearts  Would  brihg  up 
upon  his  good  ways :  But  let  us  ftiH  love  aiid  ptsMe  him» 
andffpekk  to  fhe  conltVenditionio^  hi^  gi^ce  and  botfu- 
ty^whalettff  Wayhe  eake  in  deultng^ith  us.  Though  we 
.  {hlHfld<j|ef  h«  more  from  hinli  furely  it  is  greatf  matfter 
oPf^A'mi  4f  ke  continue  to  (MVe- with  us  fay  bis-  Spirit, 
vrtset^  ^e  let«  oilhefs  fell  dead  afleep ;  if  he  kee^  ue  wak-* 
inf  ami  refllefe  wHh<5ut  him,  when  he  fullers  others  to 
ly^n  tnciMfteft  fecUfiry  v  if  hi^  kdcp  us  M\  hoping 
ahti'^#iiittA(if  iA'  the  way  of  dutyi  When  othdfsai^  fuhk 
infs^  rite  gulf  of  defptfir^  -  Wkoevei^  they  be  that  fiikcere-  ^ 
ly  •<  ttuft'  in  CSeKi's  rtier^y^  thc^r  hearts  (hsdl  art  ikft  re» 
joice  fo  hiH  falt^ation,"  Pfal'  ttii  5. 

SiCortHy^^  As  «o  the  fecond  fort  of  communicants  bo- 
fore  mentioned  9  namely,  thofoof  GodVpeopie»  who 
cannot  but  ackoowlcdgOi  to  the  praife  of  free  grace,  that 
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they  have  been  kindly  dealt  with  at  his  taUe  v  diey  tocve 
been  privileged  with  fpecial  manifeftationa  of  Qod^g  lofe 
and  &?o^r.al  tkia  holy  ofdinaace. 

'Well  thfiDf  O  believers,  hath  the  Lord  diftiogiiiflied 
you  fr^n)  others  at  this  oceafion  >  Hath  he  taken  yon  «► 
to  hi$  baiM|uetii»ghoufe,  and  dealt  bountifaUy  with  your 
fouls  i  .  Uath  he  Ctafted  you  with  the  goodae&  «  hia 
houfe,  and  allowed,  you  his  gracious  prdence,  and  the 
fpecial  intimations  of  his  love  ?  Then,  to  be  five,  yoo 
are  under  the  higheft  obligations  oi  k>ve  and  gratitude 
to  him  :  Cod  looks  for  more  at  your  hands  than  others 
he  careful  to  give  him  fuitable  returns^  and  improve 
what  you  have  got  to  his  glory.  And,  for  that  end,  i 
(hall  give  you  the  following  advices* 

L  Pelight  and  fiolace  yourielves  in  his  prefence ;  fay, 
as  in  P£id.  cxvi*  *^  Rctoin  to  thy  refty  O  niy  firal,  for 
the  Lord  bath  dealt  bouotilnUy  with  thee :"  Make 
Chrift's  Jove  and  favour  ^e  beloved  centre  of  your  foul. 
How  muqh'did  Peter  fdaoe  himfelf  in  that  niaaifeA» 
tion  A»f  ChriflV  love  and  glory  he  had  on  thefinoaat  j^ 
txan^guration  ?  <*  It  ia  good  for  ua  (f»d  he)  sa  te 
^erCf  li(t  us  build  three  tshcrnades,  one  for  thoe^'MB 
for  Mofes»  and  one  for  Elias.''  Not  a  wonlof^hstiUiog  " 
one  bn  himfdf :  He  was  ib  fatisfied  and  dcKghtedtaidi 
the  glqry  be  faw  in  Chrift,  that  he  was  «Mxteiit  hi  if 
ifrithout  doors  «o  behoU  it :  Neither  coU  nor  fain«iattkl 
make  him  faint  i^r  weary. 

IL  Is  Qhrift  eomie  into  youi;  foul  ?  Tike  care  to  en- 
tertain him  fuitably^  and  attend  him  duly  i  .wander  not 
from  his  prefence,. but  keep  dois  by  hua,  and  £oBmtl 
hard  aftei:.lvm,  Uiat  you  ««ay  be  able  lo.fiqr  widi  the 
Pfalmift,  V  I  Am  continskaily  with  tbee$  I  wiU  ly  dow^ 
with  thoughts  of  him  at  nigbti  and  whni  I  awakcvIV 
be  ftill  with  him."  fiewjumpf  any  thing  that  may  be 
uneafy  to  him  (  it  is  a .  pity  that  fuch  a  hie&d  ^left 
fiiouid.meet  with  any  dtfturbaqce,  or  be  frooked  out  cf 
the  ^oufe  by  fm :  O  tbeo  Uy  a  ftri£k  xharge  on  ait 
your  lufts,  corruptions,  and  worldly  thoughts,  to  depart, 
that  they  **  ftir  not  up  nor  awake  your  beloved,  tiU  he 
pleafc^''  according  to  Cant«.4i«  7* 


.  9e&.  n.        Ibw  to  Beh9e  afier  Partaiiig.  5^1 

^  III  Earncftly  uitreat  him- to  ftaywtth  yotit  Say, 
^  Lordy  be  not  10  a  wayfarint;  man,  that  ttiftis  kfide  t6 
lodge  for  a  nighty  or  a  ihort  tiine:  But  hjt  vh6a  my  coik 
itaiit  gtieft.*'  And,  when  he  wints  to  go  aWay,  ftrivc 
to  dttam  and  hold  him  by  fyrayer.  as  Abraham  dtd 
Chrift,  Gen.  rviii.  3  "  My  Lord,  if  now  I  ha¥*?  fimnd 
h^out  tn  thy  fight,  pafs  not  away  firom  thy-  (fervant  ^ 
And  with  the  two  difcipks  goin^e  to  £mmau^,  Luke 
xx\t:  29.  fay,  «*  Lord,  abide  wifh  us ;  for  it  is  towaVds 
evenhig»  the  day  is  far  fpe nt :  And  it  Is  faid  thty  con* 
firakiod  >mn,  and  he  went  to  tarry  with  them.**  In  like 
mtamer^  fiead  with  Chrift,  Lord  it  is  towards  nighf^ 
itnH  I  know  not  what  a  black  cloud  is  coming  on  me  or 
the  church ;  I  need  thy  ftr^ngthening  prcfcnce  before 
band  9  •  Lord,  ftay  With  me  a -while ;  I  know  not  how 
far  I  mHy  gO)  and  what  (torms  I  ihay  meet  With,  be» 
^re^l  gtt  antither  fuch  nMal. 

iV.  SeccoAfcience  to  the  watch-tower  of  thy'fouF, 
^largr  ittto  keep  its  poft,  and  (hiAly  examine*  d41  that 
go  out,  and,  ail  that  come  in,  what  thoughts  go  Out 
from  tte  heart,  and  what  temptations  are  feeking  to 
come  tn*r  And  when  tuito  come  knockinj^  at  l!he  gate^ 
feeking  entvance  info  the  heart,  anfwer  thetn  according 
tofhat#Qrd,  Ezek.  xK?.  l.  j*  <<  It  is  for  the  prince  t 
tdbo  Lord  God  hath  entered  in  by  it,  therefore  it  thall 
be  Ibut^"  it  iUail  be  patent  to  none  but  Q>nlt.  O  it  1ft 
fad  when  confcience  falls  afleep,  fuffinrs  an  enemy  to 
^come  np  to  the  gates,  and  enter  into  the  city,  without 
rfWing/^rsming.  Charge  confci««nce  then  to  watch,  ai^d 
]piv04lnncKi$|waf ning againft ev-ry  luft  imd  temptation, 
^igaioft  every  decllniag  of  affedion*  or  bitckftding  of 
liedTt,  and  againft  every  wrong  or  untender  ilen  that 
'taxuy  bk)t  your  evidenees  or  darken  your  fky ;  for  thouj^h 
a  believer  cannot  lofe  hit  falvation,  yet  he  may  lofc  the 
|oy  of  his  iklvation,  P£tl.  li.  and  be  left  to  grope  in  the 
dark  in  a  moft  uncomfortable  ftatc,  withoot  fun  or  ftava 
appearing  to  him  for  many  <iays. 

V  •  Delight  to  think  on  Chrift.  *<  Let  your  medtt^ttion 
of  him  be  fweet ;  remember  him  on  your  bed,  and  me* 
ditate  on  him  in  the  night-watches  $  let  him  ly  as  a  bun- 
dle of  myrrh  all  night  betwixt  your  breafts,  i..  e.  in 
your  heart/'  Carry  him  up  and  down  in  your  thoughts 
4£a  aU 
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all  the  day :  Mind  what  a  vie^  fQ«  got  of  Chtift  sliiii 
own  tabic,  think  on  what  he  luis  6atit  and  ()ifo^; 
vhat  a  fea  of  wrath>  what  a  fea  of  biood,  a  feaof  loi^ 
a  fea  of  fuikrinp.and  ibrTOw^t  h«  did  wade  t)MGWRh>  9 
bring  redemption  and  pa^rdon  to  you.  H  wefigUf 
conMered  what  co((  and  pams  Chrift  badi  b^n  al  fiv 
«s,  we  tntfi^t  wonder  how  he  fliouid  be  one  wfcok  \m$ 
together  out  of  his  peoples  mindf  :  Oh  what  a  fliafoe  i$ 
it  to  forget  him  !  We  f«e  a  worldly  min  dotboc^fw 
get  to  think  of  hi6  awmey,  lands,  bvildio|;9»  a^dfbal' 
ings»  for  a  whole  day  or  week  to  an  i*iid  :  tof  abii 
we  weary  to  thiu^  on  prcciotts  Chrift  and  bearen  Ipraa 
fiour  or  two :  O  let  us  lament  this  piague^  aad  bdcacfc 
our  bled  phyfician  to  cure  it*    ^      .  ^ 

Vi.  The  mprp  you  fee  of  CbriA  and  his  btaii^,  h 
ftill  defiioiis  of  further difipoterits  of  it:  If  you4i«if 
fhared  of  this  ho!y  feaft,  yw  will  6|id  it  both  fatirffll 
and  b^ta  ai>  appetite.  Na<l(9iibt  Mofea  wiM^ravifeed 
with  divine  contemplations  t)iropgb  the  forty  dayal^ 
conwrfed  with  Q^d  m  tb«  amount  h  yet,  afti?r  iie  coaMi 
4pwn  fro^i  it|  he  ftill  longa  ff^ir  mox^%  apd:  oWf  £imI 
xxxiii.  i8.  t<  Ihefeech  dh<:e»Oiew«i^tbf  gl^»^  hi 
like  maanar,  ihirft  attdpmy  for  tedier4il(Bimits^ 
the  lung  in  his  beaaly. 

VJL  Take  pleafute  in  copsaacvdiilg  Chrift  to  otb« 
and  (hewing  what  a  lovely  Saviour  aad  choioe  miflBrii^ 
18  \  invito  them  to  come  tafte  and  fey;  that  God  ii  gcsi 
{^et  hia  name  be  fweet  and  favoury  to  yoa«  delMtif 
mentioning  it.  How  fwocc  wa^  his  aame  to  Patt(r  Mr 
in  I  Cor.  i.  and  the  firft  thirteen  verfes  of  that  chapter 
he  mentions  hia  name. no  lcf9  than  twelve  tiMf :  ^ 
could  never  -get  enough  of  that  fweet  naoae  JefitSy  tktf 
rings  with  falvation;  he  fiome  timea  them  mcaiioiu  it 
twice  in  one  v.<rfe.. 

Vill.  Remember  that  Satao  caTiea  yott«  aad  cytf  V"^ 
as  a  pirate  dolh  a  richly  loaden  (hip>  and  will  ^aw 
be  can  either  to  rob  you  of  .yowr  treafurei  or  give  foi 
a  tFoublefoaie  voyage :  You  may  eapofl  trials  on  the 
back  of  this  feaft«  and  it  niay  be  from  hands  that  jt 
would  little  expe£l  \  but  reibive,  whatever  temptatioii 
cpme>  ov  arindt  do  bioiWi  ^t  you  will  deare  to  foor 

Matoi 


ibtfiifter»  a«ii  nnrer  weary  <)f  Us  vork  aad  fervice :  Say 

$c  hccH^^  ^bc  Hclwew  (mnkt  tr  his  mjifter,  Peut.  xv. 

^^»    ^  I  vU  i¥>t  gp  away.  Ir^m  tboc«.  becaufe  I  love 

^t^e  3o4  tbine  iMinfe^  »fid  becwfe  I  »«>  well  wkh  thee/' 

I  «n  forci  O  he^iievory  chou  haft  £ir  better  ceaCba  to  (af 

^p  chtn  tiif  «lf«-»  jthexe  »  no  drudgery  in  .Chnit's  fer- 

^rke*  your  fal^e  th^l»eft  mafter,  |he  heft  woii,  and  the 

iMift  iffAgea :  liiif  e  oot  y^u  found  him  kind  to  you  at  this 

ftn^e  \     Will  you  ever  forget  it  \     You  have  at  this 

ttjxtfs  eatcji  ploiUfuUy  of  hie  bf«ad  ?     ^^  O  do  not  lift 

Vif  ^^  ^*^  ag^iffift  him ;"  never  betray  hii9»  nor  giv^  a 

viound  t^'  hia  tmereil  any  more, 

X^ .  Ofl  mueh  copoernedier  hiaglory^aiid  for  the  ad* 
«ancement  of  hk  kingdom^    Pity  thofe  who  zrc  ftran* 

En  to  hiiii»  apd.pray  for  them ;  fend  portions  to  theoa 
r  tvhmi  OQthing  i$  provided  :  Pity  othera  virho  have 
Oot  g»t  jiMK  kngthi  atid  put  Ui  a  word  for  thean  v  pray^ 
Ibr  a.  cmnrfi  ioi  them  fi«m  that  lull  table  at  which  yoa 
hAwer  heenrtediQg  £>  ph»tifuHy* 
«  &  Hath  ChriA  been  deaijn^  m>re  kindly  with  you 
thaa  othMw  i  '  Then,  bo  ^aipeAa  you  will  do.  mot e^  for 
him  tbio  othei!8»  Matth.  y.  47,  He  hath  done  fingiiH 
far.ithisgft  ibr 'ypu )  fiee  that  y<ua  do  fingolaa  tfaiiigs  for 
him ;  carry  aa  heoomea  hia  peculiar  people.  Be  not 
cootsot  vtdtirCQmmfta'mereiQVt  or  fuch  portions  as  baf« 
iardbfUAy  have-:  JBe  n9t  content  with  oomaMKi  gcaceSp 
gifta,  an^  attainrofiK^v  finah  aa  hypocrites  may  have  3 
Be  not  contani  wilhcommon  oonv^ifiitiofa  ;  live  not  aa 
the  men  of  the.  worldr .  whofc.  heaiti  are  fet  on  things 
h0ii»w»  but  live  above  the  lyvorld,  ha^ve  your  feet  where 
other  mens  he^da  am>;  Shew  (o  much  humility,  mort^* 
£aation,  patieaco,  hea«e9blMC&*  '^nd  charity  in  your  walk* 
that  the  wodd  «uiy  not  only  lake  notice  that  you  have 
been  wUh  Jefu%  but  that  you  defign  to  lodge  and  live 
eternally :  with  Jefus*  Live  not  acoording  to  common 
caampks^  but  iCet  Chrift  and  hia  fMnta  before  you  for 
patterns:  /^ud.  whatever  others  do  about  you»  refolve 
to  ftaod  for  Chri&»  thou^  it  were  alone  1  fay»  with 
Jf^Qihush  *'  A9.  for  Queand  my  houfe  we  will  ferve  our 
.covenanted  God." 

XI4  lahcm  to  keep  ftill  up  a  lively  and  fpiritual  frame 
of  foul|  and  bewa»  of  kifing  what  yon  have  y  be  fenfi- 

ble 


bk  th^'  you  arc  not  Mc  to  maintain  k  OHlfe  than  to 
beget  it:  .You  have  many  enemiet feckio^  rorobyot 
of  zt^  walk  wirh  a  holy  fuipicioD  and  jeakNify,  asanas 
rtiitu  having  much  money  abottt  him,  fnfy^hjevfif 
one  he  mtas  for  a  thi^.     Delight  in  Chriftian  fellow* 
fi)ip^.oiie  live  coal  he'lpa, both  toktncUc  othorSf  and  tt 
kevp  ihun  bumingrt  Heb  i.  24.  25.    ♦*  Let  os  caafr 
dcr  <  nr  another,  to  provoke  to  love  and  f^opd  wotkr; 
Not  forfaking  the  .<fle*i)bl  ng  of  oorfelrec  togedKr^'M 
thr  mannt  r  of  fome  isi  buf  rahorting  oM  asocher/'-^ 
JlgaiD,  be  u  nder  and  cbrc«m{ped  in  your  walk ;  for  a 
lendtr  walk  keeps  up  a  tender  frame.    Beware  of  the 
cares  of  the  work!  and  earthly  mindtdne&i  foff  if  yoa 
thruft  a. knife  into  the  earth,  it  blunta  ito^^dge.    Fie* 
gtirnt  facramental  occafioiia»  aod  thofe  hean-Yanmaf 
oidinanees  which  God  appointed  for  yow  foala  ad«a8!< 
tage..   Call  your  faeartt  (re%iicntly  to  aooooat^  fay,  **0 
my  lottly  how  is  ft  with  thee  now  {    Tinae  ws»»  tbos 
Ladft  a  good  frame,  good  motion$  aod  defires  :  Whir's 
become  of  you  now  f  Such  a  chamber^  ftiok  a  place  M 
ibc  6Mt  fuch  a  k>rk  or  communtofi-tabIft»  can  witucft 
dse  meltings  of  thy  heart  and  flowkigs  ef  thiiie  aft^ 
tions  towards  Chrift  and-  things  above :  Wheve  are  tfaqr 
sow^    But,  above  allp  be  mucli  in  fectct  prayer  ^ 
BD  the  exercife  of  £aith'  oo  Chnffc  the  fountain  of  life  ^ 
Intrnft  your  hearts  and  frames  to  hu  keeping}  ^^* 
your  great  Friend  and  Surety  |  fay  beliciringly,  with  die 
Pialmift,  *'  Lord  be  Surety  for  thy  fewaitt  iiar^-' 
Into  thy  hands,  O  Lord,  I  commit  my  fyirit ;  for  Aoa 
haft  redeemed  me,  O  God  of  trutli/*    Let  chine  ever- 
fafUag  arms'  be  underneath  me,  and  hold  up  my  goingt* 
Plead  for  the  conftant  fup plies  of  his  Spirit^  that  he, 
who  is  as  the  dew  to  Urael>  may  afford  oil  to  yottr  cha- 
riot* wheels,  aod  wind  10  vour  empty  fiuh«    Tea  hsie 
need  to  watch  and  pray,  tot  Satan  is  ftiU  going  about; 
this  oki  crooked  ferpent  can  wind  himfelf  in  at  a  very 
narrow  hole ;  he  hath  many  oold  froft  winds  to  freeze 
up  your  affe£lions«  many  deceitful  charms  to  lull  yoa 
,afleep  j  you  may  flecp,  but  he  never  fleepa.    0  com- 
municant, watch ;  for  if  he  find  you  afleep,  he  will  Jw* 
fleal  away  the  living  child,  and  lay  a  d<ad.ona  in  ^ 

room ;  God  fave  you  from  thii  dead  ileep. 

^  '^    XU-Hivc 


Seft  IL       fiK9  io  BA}09i  •JUr  FatUtmg%*  $9$ 

yLlh  Hate  you  tafte<l  of  God's  goodnefs^t'thb  occ»- 

fioB  ?  Sit  not  down  fattsfied  in  what  jou  hate  got ;  hot 

let  It  eicite  in  yoa  eameft  lon^nDfts  lor  heaten^  where 

ihe  fttll  feaft  is.    Theie  are  but  die  foretaftes  and  firifc. 

€raic<^  of  the  piomifed  land,  fent  to  we^  your  hearts 

from  the  world,  and  (harpen  your  defires  aftc^  the  Ga-*^ 

naata  that  is  above,  where  thefe  (irft*fruits  do  grow  tiid 

are  full  ripe.     A  commttnioa-fabbath  is  the  Itkeft  thing 

we  hz¥t  in  die  world  to  that  everlafting  fabbath,  that  1$- 

above :  But,  how  fmall  are  the  comforts  of  this  lower 

tab)e,  if  compated  with  the  higher  table  i  What  is  a  fa- 

cramcnt-fcaft  here,  to  the  marriagc-fnpper  of  the  lamb  ? 

What  is  drinking  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  here,  to  the 

^kinking finew  with  Chrift  in  his  Father's  Idngdom, 

'If here  the  fkmoas  heiitens  wiU  be  the  rtxnn,  aiHl  the 

keaMalf  hm  the  attendants  i  Here  we  feed  on  Chrift  bf 

fynkbob  aaddcramentSf  and  have  bot  bad  appetites  i; 

DiftC  there  they  enjoy  and  fee  htm  as  he  is :   Here  sie 

many  traitora  and  unworthy  comcminicants,  thalt  thhift 

thenoifeltes  ia  anKMig  the  childien ;  bat" there  no  Judis, 

near  unfeiiiiihed  gnefti  can  come,  nor  any  thinfr  that  can 

impair  the  glOfy  of  that  feaft.     What  is  the  finging  of 

pfahna  here^  to  the  mufic  of  aiigeis  there  i   Had  yoa 

neea  wid)Ptii«  fliepherds,  Luke  ii.  and  feen  the  apgel% 

and  heard'tlit  maltitude  of  the  heatcnlv  hoft  pr<nfing 

God,  fayingi  *'  Gk>ry  to  God  in  the  higheft,  peace  on' 

earth,  good- will  towards  men,**  yon  would  never  have 

forgot  that  glorious  fii^ht  and  'found;  bat  O  that  is  lit« 

tie  to  what  y^u  ihall  fee  and  hear  above.' 

-The  greateft  manifeftations  of  God  here  below  are  but 
a  faint  liadow  of  the  beatific  vifion  above.  When  Mo« 
fea.  waa  taftiag.  a  little  with  God  in  the  mount,  and  faw 
lug  back  parca  from  die  defts  of  the  rock,  it  made  his 
face  fo  glorious,  that  the  people  could  not  behold  it 
without  a  vail :  But,  O  how  will  Mofes's  ftce  md  all 
about  him  (bine  now  !  It  waa  Iktie  that  be  faw  tiien,  to 
what  he  fees  now^  and  what  wo  (if  believers)  will  fee 
ere  long, 

Peter  waaibtranfported  on  the  mount  with  r  fight  of 
Chrift*s  transfiguration, and  Mok»  and  K.\u9  t^ikmg  widi 
hiA|  tbat  he  was  in  an  eztafy  of  aamiraiioii,  and  faid, 

•*  Matter, 


Sfl6  a^itf^Btkm/lftirfftMfe.        SetLtL 

'  AMbK  it  18  i;ood  fbr  wta6«  hire,  l«««^lMiJM  taW 
iMclesy  f.  A  L«tti»4iidl(lillhif«,  mi  MffidMi 
to  jmf  v^  empry  \p0rld  tgaitt  vlMcfii  Mier  MMi|Mf 
wMl  fNMt  ^klfgho.**  Bor^  O  hotr  much  ta^mf  U  Pba^ 
ig^lhikl'trnh  wofldef  fUMr!  This  wa^  taf  ar  KftiiH  ^ 
of  that  gtory»  wftkh  Ptttft  and  tlMf  ^ttt9  ab«¥c  tSt 

ObelirT«i9,  yov  <MVght  ift^  eoittnwmlbn  4iff  to>  ggt 
up  t»the  immitt  of  meditattMi,  a«  M«te  dM  A^  dta 
inotmi  Neboy  and*  view  tliid^pitNitififd  liiod;.  amd^avftf 
fee  it,  you  oujrhc  to  long  fbr  it)  and  alfii  ^  il^<^  ii 
.hope  of  th4  (fflory  of  Ood,"  and fay^  "  &fhM l^d^lHi^ 
j4t^  ^Iv  that  one  bMdi^d  atidt  fbrtyi^fatoY  ahotAifdf  O^ 
Ml^w  flhtf  Lamib  ?  Sbatl  I  beair  a  pstrviif  fh»t  heaMriJf 
oencefi  ^  ^aH^  aH  tean  he  u4pv  frotrr  m^cdf^  f  SW 
nvf  poor  dfinf  body  be  turnvd*  imtf  a^^M^w  ft»^ 
Shalt  I  be  for  ever  with  die  Loud,  and  dfhtlr  «f  ^itt 
Tew  of  pleafuce  thatf  run  clear  aa  tfi^ft^  t^^iigA^  tlMF 
banks  of  eternity,  and  ^whok  ftreaTDs  make  ghtd  Aiiii' 
tf^fCodf  And  fttl^  not  my  heart  leap  fat  joy  at  A0 
{Mn>l^e€l  df  it  ?  The  night  is  ht  fpenti  and  the  day  if 
at  hand,  the  fun  is  at  the  rising;  and,  ^iB  not  a  IMt^ 
ef  f  ejoiee  in  hepe  of  it  ?^ 

Thei  wife  meny  when  ibey  bet  fawt  the  fter  diat  psatl^ 
edoefwher^CUrift  was,  yet  it  is  faid*  ^  '^'^^^ 
joicedwhh  eaieeedin^gTefit<  joy.'*  Mata.  ti;  t«j  |M,0 
belicvipgcommantcaitt)  thou  wilr  (hortly  fer  thr  ftit^f  , 
Jacob)  namely,  CKriA  hmfelfy  ^boisthe  ^  brfisheino^ 
ninj;  ftar/'  fiiioingln  hia^glbry )  and  wiU  not  ijhat«caufd 
far  more  joy  te  thee  f  It  the  difitpTes  roomed  AnA  tte 
fepuichre  with  great  joy,  whton*  they  but  g&t^  iS»  fiewt 
that  Chrift' w>a9  titefty  homb  the  dead ;  wha»  joy  wili'  it 
be  to  thee,  to  fee  him  mifed  andneignlngin  hii  gieryv 
and  thyfelf  raiftd  from  die  grate  toieign^emattywidi 
him  ?  ' 

Well  thetii  let  a  eocnmimion-day,  atfd  file  cemfot^ 
of  it,  put  thee  in  aitnd  of  that^  happy,  ftautf*^  rtik 
fuitabie  defires  and  afie&iona  in  thre  towards  it)  aiu^ 
make  thee  long  and  fay,  **  Lord,  the&  joys  arc  toc^^^ 
to- enter  uhq  me  now }  O  make  me  nt  to  enter  inw 
them!" 
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Lafttji  As  far  as  time  and  ftrength  can  ail0ir»  the 
evening  of  a  contm  union  fabbath  fliould  be  fpcnt  in  ia^ 
tcret  and  familjr  duties,  t  acknowledge  our  frail  bodies 
may  be  much  fatigued  by  our  long  attendance,  int^nfe- 
tie&  and  abftioence  this  day  :  But  O  if  ve  coiild  fay  this 
evening  (and  particularly  minifters  and  elders,  who  had 
greater  work  this  day  upon  their  hands  than  others)  that 
though  we  may  be  weary  with  our  work,  yet^e  ire  not 
weary  of  this  work ;  for  it  is  Chrift's  work,  which  i$ 
4>oth  pleafiint  and  profitable,  and  carries  its  own  reward 
in  its  boTom  \ 

Aad  iiQce  vour  bodies  mu(l  be  refre&ed  this  nighty 
and  you  muit  entertain  fome  fellowfliip  with  others^ 
there  oi^ht  to  be  a  nu>re  dirine  and  heavenly  air  upon 
your  converfatbns  at  this  time  than  ordinary :  Lst  your 
^arris^e  and  difcour/e  be  fuch  as  becomes  thoCe  who 
have  been  on  the  mouot  tUs  day  with  God,  that  o^ 
Ihers  may  take  notice  of  you,  dut  you  have-beci^  with 
Jeftts. 

When,  you.  fee  the  table  covered  this  ni^^f,  or  fuo^ 
fer  fct  upon  it,  yoU  may  think  or  fay;  "  No#*I  artt 
^oflse  from  a  commumoiKCibie  to  a  common*table  \  from 
tailing  of  the  uppeKfprings,  to  (hare  ^  the  i)ether«* 
fprings ;  from  feeding  on  manna,  to  eat  the  bread  that 
feriCberii  s  Howgreat  is  the  change  ofmy  fSre  !  l/>rd,^ 
let  not  this  tablo-be  a  fnare  to  me,  nor  any:  wife  t4nd  (p 
divert  my  mind  either  frtfm  the  f#ect  table!  have  been 
ar«  or  that  bled  table  above  I  would  beaU''  Wti  may 
iikewife  take  occafion  to  admire  the  infinite  bounty  and 
goodneb  of  God  to  both  our  fouls  and  bod^ :  :0-  what 
pains  and  coft  he  is  at  with  us  I  At  out  OMnnfion  uble 
we  fee  his  beads  killed  to  maintain  the  }etA  o(  our  bo* 
dies,  and  at  the  communion-table  we  have  feen  his  dear 
Son  flain  to  preferve  the  life  of  our  fouls* 

In  the  /ajl  place,  keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  all  your 
Uioughts  and  words  this  night ;  look  well  tp  the  frames 
of  your  fouls.  Hath  God  &ed  abroad  his  love  this  day 
in  your  hearts  ?  keep  yourfelves  in  the  k^e  tf  God. 
Ly  down  this  night  with  fweet  thoughts  df  Chrid,  fer- 
vently praying  for  a  rich  blefllng  upon  the  day's  work; 

Vol.  L  4  F  and 
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'aiid  for  W$  mciou9  pVcftncc  on  the  morrow^  that  the 
lad  dskj  of  the  fcaft  may  be  the  greateft  aiid  fweeteit 


S^CT,  III.  Containing  dire£tlons  to  all  CDOunumcasts 
in  general,  concerning  their  after  comrerfatiOD  in 

the  world. 


RSMEl^TOER  yon  hare  been  coirenanfing  with  Go<!| 
and  taking;  foleinn  vqw^  on  yQ^rfelTe6'at  the  Lorfa 

-tables  fee  that  your  converfatiotis  be  fuitable  hcrcanto. 

'Touliave  been- admitted  to  great  honours  and  fpedal 

^ptiWe^s:  Sec  then  that  ye  (hew  your  tfa^kfiilheis  to 
God-' the  anthof  Off  your  rterctes,  by  the  love  of  jour 
hetirts,  the  praifeii  of  yotr  lips»  and  excnfipltfineK  o( 

-your  lives.  Biit  inor^  particulaHy,  obfehre  thefe  f(d* 
lowing  direfltoiis.. 

DiBECT*  I*  Study  to  be  true  and  faithfb)^  Soldi^y  ^ 
your-Geonrali  whofe  cokMtrar  you  htLfc  tsAemij^ 
f worii  to#  '       . 

.  TOO  haVO  come  tinder  a  hctzmentii  oafli  to  Gci,i 
fee  that  y^u  keef^'it  fiicrbdkhd  inviolable.  .The  Plalmift 
gires  It  t^sJa'  mfttk  of  i  mah' that  wiUgo  to  heaven>F£d. 
»r«  tltat  he  kteM  hi^tttlfis^ilrf  promifes,  even  thei^ 
it  (bottld  1)6^1^ ^hift  bHit;^indr' pr^dice.  Ho#  mudt 
moref  then^^  jliould  a  man  be  careful  to  keep  his  oad» 
and:  engdgemeMs  he  corned  under  to  God  in  the  facrt- 
sncritt  Mrhcftlt  is  greatly  for'his  good  and  advantaged 
to  do  I  Ok:&Mmunicant»  be  faS^ful  to  the  Uap^n  pf 
your  falyation,  arbide  by  hie  ftandard,  defert  him  not  in 
the  day  of  b^ttlci  go  not  orer  to  his  enemies  cimp.  Re- 
member wb'at  he  hath  done  and  fufiettd  for  yoa,  and 
let  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrain  you  to  abide  with  hio- 
Plutarch  telU  us  of  the  foldiers  of  Pootpeyj  that  when 
he  could  not  ke^  them  in  the  camp  by  any  perfaafofly 
yet  wbcQ  Pcimpey  threw  himfelf  on  the  ground,  fajrmgi 
if  ye  will  go,  ye  (hall  trample' on^your  general}  it  i* 

laid, 
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fiixdy  diey  were  OTercome  and  pefffuai4cd  r  to  ftaf  •  So 
your  general,  Chrift,  when  in  the  garden,  tbfew  liinb- 
ieif  on  the  ground,  wreftling  in  an  agofiy,  to  fave  you 
£roin  fin,  and  ftpp  your  career  to  heU ;  Q  then,  do  jiot 
trample  on  your  general^  but  ftpp  your  felf  deftrqying 
conrle,  and  abide  with  your  Saviour.  .  We  reard,  a  Sam» 
iX3(»  12.  that  Daind's  foldiets  while  marching  fery  faft^ 
,^hcn  they  faw  the  dead  body  of  Amafa  lyjngin  the  waj, 
.(viz.  the  general  wallowing  in  blood)  diey  ftopt  their 
^^arch  and  ftood  ftilk  O  cpmnmnicant^  ^|ij^  ^oxr 
xxierly  thou^aft  been  marching  furipuflyf  ii),  the  ways  of 
fin;  yet  when  thou  feeft  the  mangledi  .wounded,  j>ierr 
ced,  at^d  crucified  body  of  thy  S;iviour  befofethee,;t^u 
ihouldftftop  thy  courfe^  and  proceed  no  mrther.  ,  Oh« 
'o  not  trample  on  tl^y  wounded  geper^lf  do  not  defpife 
is  bleeding  wound^,  nor  .forget  his  dyng  jlove.  ^Ke^  y» 
.jftedfafUy  your  iacramental  oath,  and  ney^r  ^d  contrary 
to  it.  Beware  of  plotting  agsu^l^  hipi,.  PR  cqrrcipondr 
ing  with  traitors.  Let  it  never  be,  beard,  ttiat  any  of 
Chrift's  .fworn;foldigw  (hall  either  defert.qr  betjray  their 
renowned.general.  If  you.woujd^be  faiih(ul  folftor^to 
.Chritk  your  g^ner^lt  then}  c^efjiUf  ol^yjhi^  ordcir^^  cqu- 
yagioufly  adhere  to  his  intereft|  valianitly  fight  for  bis 
caufe,  and  maiifu}ly  refii^  hit  pieo^^s,  an^  abide,  hy  bis 
^^audardtotl^e  very  Jaft,  •*  Be"  ijbou  faUltful  tP-the 
death,  ^nd  thou  (halt  get  th^  crowi)  of  life^"  jlev.  il.  1.0. 

OiRECT.  n.  Study  to  be  aAive  and  diligent  ifi  a  courfe 
of  ne^r  obedience,  after  the  Sacrament. 

TOU  (hould  now  walk  cjrcumfpefily^  be  more  hum^ 
ble  and  pious  towards  Cod,  more  juft  and  righteous 
towards  man,  and  more  (boer  and  temperate  towards 
youtfelves.  Have  a  finccre  rcfpecl  to  eyer^  command- 
ed duty :  Keep  the  fabbath'  more  exaftly;  hear  more 
iittentively,  pray  more'  ^eryent^y,  meditate  more  fre 
quently,  and  fee  to  watch  over  your  hearts,  your  words, 
and  your  ways,  more  diligently,  thajtrp  vou  may  pleafe 
God,  walk  worthy  of  phrill,  walk  worthy  :of  the  cove- 
nantj  of  the  (acrament,  of  the  kiri^pni,\of  the^ofpel 
and  grace  of  Godt  Let  your  prefent  deportment  be 
4  F  9  anfwerable 
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^ntmetMtw  your  future  preferment ;  and  ice  tbtt 
there  be  feme  proportion  betwixt  your  privileges  luid 
^ur 'duties. 

It  (hould  be  with  a  man  after  his  communion  vMi 
God  in  the  fkcrament,  as  it  was  with  Jaeob  after  fab 
communion  with  God  in  Bethel,  Gen.  xxix.  i.  "Then 
Jacob  lift  up  his  feet,  (as  it  is  in  the  original)  and  came 
into  the  land  of  the  people  of  the  eaft.'^    After  Jacob 
had  met  with  God,  then  he  lift  up  his  feet^  t.  e.  he 
went  on  his  journey  with  ftrength,  with  fpirit  and  chcer- 
fulnefs^    So  after  we  have  had  fellowfhip  widi  God  m 
the  facrament,  we  fhould,  in  the  ftrength  of  that  mesi* 
lift  up  cut  fieety  and  go  on  cheerfully  and  refolutcly  in 
our  journey  towards  heaven.    Kay,  we  (hould,  like  J^ 
hoihaphat,  not  only  have  our  hands  and  feet,  but  stfo 
Our  "  hcairts  lift  up  in  the  way  of  the  Lord*"     We 
ihould  now  run  his  errand  moft  cheerftillyi  fing  in  his 
ways, '  and  fenre  him  with  ala^y.     Wiien  God  talk 
U9  to  any  duty,  we  (hould  prefently  alifwer  thie  firft  io- 
timation  of  his  wHI,   "   Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  fcrvart 
lieareth/'    O  communicant,  thou  oughteft  now  to  be 
fwift  to  hear  every  one  of  God's  calls;   be  like  the 
Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xxvii.  8^  «  When  thou  faldft.  Seek  ^ 
tnj  face  j  mv  heart  faid  unto  thee,  Thy  face,  Ixyrd,'wiU 
I  leek.'l    Though  before  I  have  ncglcfted  to  feek  thee 
inpiMic  with  others,  and  in  private  by  myfeif^  and 
been,  alas,  very  negligent  in  the  duties  of  thy  worftiip; 
yet  npjar  1  ifill  begin  to  read  the  fctiptures,  praifc  thy 
name,  and  pray  diligently,  not  only  in  fociety  with  o- 
thers,  but  alfo  by  myfelf  in  fccret,  and  do  all  thefe  duties 
of  holinefs  mine  oath  at  the  facrament  doth  bind  me 
unto.     And  fee  that  you  refolvc  and  perform  all  thcfe, 
leaning  to  the  ftrength  of  your  covenanted  Redcctnen 

piRECT.  IIL  Abandon  all  ypur  former  known  fins,  an<J 
ftriaiy  guard  agaipft  them  after  the  Saciamcnt. 

REMEMBER  what  Paul  faith,  Eph.  iv.  28.  «  Ui 
him  that  ftole,  ftcal  no  more,"  &c.  In  like  manner, 
fay  h  let  him  that  profaned  God's  name,  profane  it  no 

more  J 
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ttdre;  fet'him  that  lyed,  lye  ooinore;  letlitm'tli»tiife<|  ' 
fa  breal^  the  fabbath,  be  dlrufik^  cheat,  be  liHiGlearf,  ^d* 
do  To  no  more.  Hath  Chriil  been  waihing  yoii'tn'jclio 
la^er  of  his  blood  ?  O  do  not  gfo  back 'to  OraltowUnithe 
mirev  Dkl  he  fpeak  peace  to  you  at  the  table i  •  Od?> 
not  turn  again  to  folly.  ,..  i  " 

Let  never  that  be  charged  upon  commufkieaittefihat 
mzB  laid  130  Ifrael's  charge  of  old,  Exod.  xxiU.  6r  <<  The 
people  fat  down  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  rofe  up  K>  play* 
Oh}  will  any  Ht  down  to  eat  and  to  drink  at  the  Lord*s 
tablci  and  then  rife  up  to  play  the  wanton,  ptay  the  pro* 
dtgal,  play  the  apostate,  and  join  with  the  enemies  of 
God.  Surely,  O  communicantr  if  thou  (K^uiklft  do  lb* 
thy  fins  will  not  be  of  any  ordinary  Afe^  ehey  will  be 
irery  heinoufly  aggravated,  and  f»r  more  grievous  tmd 
piercing  to  Jefus  Chrift  than  the  fins  of  many  othois* 
David  wad  not  much  troubled  at  Shimei's  rarilltig,'  but 
Ab{alonv$  rebellion  pierced  his  very  foul,  2  Sam.  xvi. 
I  fr. '  <*  Qbhold,  my  (on,  which  came  forth  of  my  bow.- 
ds^  feek/ifig  JQQty  life."  So  may  Chrift  fay,  'Fhc-fins  of 
the  widbed  Itreno  furprifing  thing,  but-thefm^of  com«« 
m'linicantS'  are~  very  pleicing :  <<  He  that  did  eat  bread 
with  me,  l^atb  lift  up  his  heel  againft  me,"  PfaL  xlL  g* 
'  O  believer,  hath  Chrift  delivered  thee  fronei  im  and 
Salanj^  hell  and  wrath  ;  and  wUc  thou  rebel  againft  thy 
deliverei  ?  Oh  wilt  thour  thus  requite  the  Lord' for  hta- 
marvellous  loving- ktadnefs  !  Mayft  thoq  not  f.iy  with 
the  Jews,  after  their  return  from  the  Udbylonilh  capti* 
vity,  Ezra  ix*  13.  14^  *f  After  fuch  a  deliverance  as 
this,  (hould  I  again  break  thy  coimmandnifents,  wouldft 
thou  not  be  angry  with  me»  till  thou  hadft.conftimed 
me  f^'  If  I  fiiould  again  joiniwith  tiie  Wfcked/  and  re- 
turn to  my  old  finsj  O  what  a  dreadful  p^t  in  hell 
m:ght  I  look  for  ^ 

PiRECT.  I V .  Keep  a  watchful  eye  and  a  ftrong  guird 
againft  the  temptations  of  Satan'j  up'jii  the  back  of 
a  facrament. 

SATAN  is  never  more  bufy  nor  more  violeat  to 
tempt  and  draw  men  to  fin,  than  ^hcii  they  are  new 

come 
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come  from  tbe  Lord's  table :  Why  ?  He  ig  exceeding 
malicious,  and  heliifli  in  his  enmity  ae^inft  fouls;  and 
he  knows,  if  he  can  draw  them  into  Gn  upon  the  back 
of  fuch  a  near  approach  to  God,  it  is  the  way  to  make 
their  fins  out  of  meafure  finful  before  Goci,  and  ex- 
ceedingly to  widen  the  breach  betwixt  God  and  their 
fouls.    Look  how  Seimacherib  dealt  with  Heztrkiah  af- 
ter he  had  reformed  the  church,  fettled  the  vrprfli^ 
of  God,  and  put  all  xh  good  order,  2  Chron.  rxiu   t. 
There  it  b  faid,  **  After  thefe  things,  and  the  eflablifh- 
ment  thereof,  Sennacherib  king  of  Aflyria  earoe  and 
entered  into  Judah,  and  encamped  againft  the  fenced 
cities,  ajnd  thought  to  win  them  for  himMf;"     In  like 
manner  doth  latsui  deal  with  commumc^nts,  after  they 
hare  been  at  the  facrament,  and  have  renewed  their  cor 
▼enant  with  God,  and'eftabliihed  their  refoiutions  a« 
gainft  the  commiSon  of  fin,  and  for  theperfpriptnpQ  of 
duty  :  After  thefe  things  will  tbe  devii  come  with  aUhii 
forces,  and  encan^p  againft  the  fenced  citiesi  (th«*4:oiii- 
municants  hearts)  and  feek  to  win  them  forhimfclf* 
He  hath  an  army  of  ftratag^ms,  wil<;s,  dcvicfs,  fnares, 
und  tempCations  always  at.  commfindi   and  lays  mpfiy 
ambufiiments  againft  the  comniunicaDt ;  Ob  what  wA 
ha¥C  we  to  be  on  our  guard  after  fuch  .{^  foji^mn  ordi* 
nance,   and  to  labour  to  forefee  and  pr^Y^t  fat^a's 
helliih  defigns  againft  us  !  It  were  happy  if  .wtt  could 
fay  with  the  apoftif,  **  We  are  not  iguorfot  of  Ju»  devi- 
ces/' 

O  connnutiicant,  when  fatan  comes  to  tempt  the^  to 
fin  after  the.fa^r^nveut,  {»y,  What !  wouUft^thouJiave 
me  perjured  befote  God,?  Shall  I,  who  have  been  it 
God^s  table»  and  have  ate  knd  drunk  with  him,  lift  up 
my  heel  againft  him  ?  Shall  I  take  the  membffi^  ^ 
Chrift,  and  make  tbein  the  members  of  an  h^x^H  I  ShaU 
1  defile  that  body,  wherein  he  hath  chofen  to.  rcfide^ 
Shall  I  force  him  out  of  his  habitation  by  any  tcppurityi 
or  oflend  htm  by  entertaining  naufeousthougbift  or  the 
vile  fuggeftions  of  that  unclean  fpirit  ?  ShaU  thefe  hands, 
that  have  received  the  facred  elements,  work  deceit  i 
Shall  thefe  eyes,  that  have  been  filled  with  tears  at  the 
Lord's  xM^>  be  filled  with  luft  or  enyy  ?  Shall  tbe 

•     mpiidii 
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'  mouthy  that  hath  drunk  of  the  confecratpd  i»inc,  be  fidl 
of  fottcn  difcourfe  ?  Imitate  Jofeph,  when  tempte^l, 
flee, with  haftc  out  of  temptation's  way,  and  fay,  "  How 
fhali  I  do  this  wickedneis,  and  fin  againft  God  ?**  Ot 
faji^with  the  fpoufe,  "  I  have  wa(b«d  my  feet,  how 
fliall  I  defile  them  ?*  I  have  waftied  my  foul,  how 
fliall  I  poUiite  it  with  fin  ?  I  have  ta^ei^  on  with  Chrift, 
and  how  (liall  I  turn  my  back  on  fo  good  a  Mafter  i 
♦*  Oct  thee  behind  me,  fatan/* 

DiRCcr.  V«    Study  that  bleiTed  art  of  improving  and 
feeding  on  the  facrament,  and  a  crucified  Jefus  xe- 
'  prefented  therein,  aftet  you  gene  from  k* 

WE  (hottld  not  only  feed  on  Chrift  while  at  the  fa* 

cramenr,  but  we  fliould  Continue  to  feed  on  Chrift,  the 

inafter  of  this  feaft,  when  the  eomtnunioa* table  is  re« 

moved.     As  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wtldernefs,  they  did 

:  AOt  only  drink  of  the  rock' when  tkey  were  at  it,  bnl^ 

rafter  they- were  removed  and-  gond  trom  k,  thev  ftK 

vcootioued  to  diink  of  it;  Bus^  how  09ttld  that  be  t  Tho 

.upbMe  tdfi  hs,  that  the  tiick  fodtowied  them,  i  Cor.  x. 

•4.  i.  e.  the  water  that  Xatd4mto{  the  rock  followed 

them  as  tbey  joumeyed,  in  aHr-their  fiages  and  removes^ 

Se^  whta  w«:  are.  gone  from  the  eldts  ^of  the  fodk 

.that  wererftmsmng  to^  us  in  the  fatramemt,  we  (hould 

< continue. to  make  nfb  of  thefe  ftreams,  and  Ihare  of 

•theyirtufl  and  efficacy  of  this  water  ef  life,  which  £ol- 

,low8  us  and  ftreams  after  us,  all  the  whHe  we  are 

tfaveltkig  in  the  wilderneis  of  this  world,  till  we  come 

.hume  to  the 'heavenly  Canaan*    -And  as  the  ftreams  of 

f  the  toefc  not  only  followed^  but  alfd  accompanied  the 

Ifraeltties,  and  run  before  them'  too ;  fo  we  nmft  have 

Chrift  with  us,  and.  depend  OA  him  in  every  ftep  jqI 

our  journey,  and  likewue  have  our  eye  ftill  upon  him 

as  our  guide  and  leader  td  heaven.     O  that  we  could 

learn  the  heavenly  art  of  living  by  faith  on  the  Son  of 

God,  by- continued  dependence  on  him,  and  making 

applicatioQ  to  him   for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrengih  i 

righteoufnefs  for  remor ing  our  goilt,  tfnd  juftifying  our 

perfons  before  God  ;  and  ftrcngth  for  performing  du* 

t\cs 
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ties,  conquerine  Iuft$9  and  bearing  crofles  I  O  that  we 
could  come  with  our  daily  fins  and  pollutions  to  a  cru- 
cified Jefusy  and  make  renewed  and  daily  applicarioa  of 
that  blood  we  were  bathing  our  fouls  with  in  die  Cicn- 
mcnt !  May  we  (lill  drink  of  the  fpiritual  rock,  and 
.  daily  find  the  virtue,  efficacy^  and  benefit  of  the  facra- 
inenr,  following  and  flrefiining  after  us  while  we  are  in 
the  wildernefs !  May  we  cooftantly  meditate  oti  the 
love  and  death  of  our  lovely  Jefus,  carry  the  print  of  the 
nails  in  our  hearts,  and  continually  bear  about  with  us 
the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jelius ;  that  we  may  iliU  look  to 
him,  draw  nourifhment  from  him,  and  walk  on  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  fpiritual  meal  we  have  been  receiving) 
till  we  come  to  perfe£lion  I 

Direct.  VI.  Endeavour  to  keep  up  the  lively  and  hft- 
ing  ImpreHion  of  the  vows  of  God  upon  you. 

CONSIDER  fcrloufly  the  engagements  you  have 
come  under  at  the  £icrament :  You  have  done  like  the 
people  of  Judah  in  Nehcmiah's  time,  Neh.  x.  29.  who 
entered  into  a  cnrfe  and  an  oath  to  walk  in  God's  law» 
and  to  obferve  and  do  all  the  commandmenis  of  the 
Lord*  It  is  a  folemn  oath,,  and  a  fearful  impreeatton 
you  come  under  at  the  Lord's  table>  to  be  faithful  fob- 
je£ls  and  fervants  to  ChriCt :  You  fwear  allegiance  to 
the  King  of  heaven,  over  the  broken  body  and  fhed 
blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God  :  You  imprecate  upon  your* 
felves,  that  a  cup  of  wrath  may  be  put  in  your  handSf  * 
inflead  of  the  cup  of  the  new  Tefiament,  if  you  deal 
fiilfly  with  God  in  his  covenant,  which  you  ^o  here  feal. 
Now,  if  you  perjure  yourfelves,  confider  the  hazard ; 
you  incur  not  only  all  the  curfes  of  God'«  hw,  but  the 
fore  vengeance  of  his  gofpel  alfb  :  You  not  only  draw 
down  upon  you  the  wrath  of  a  juft  God,  but  likewife 
the  wrath  ot  a  merciful  Mediator :  And  whom  have 
you  to  interpofe  for  you,  if  he  be  againft  you  ? 

P  communicant,  if  thou  fhouidll,  like  Samfon,  bre^ 
all  thefe  bands  afundcr,  and  venture  td  fetch  that  fa- 
crifice  away  from  the  altar,  which  thou  hadft  tied  to  it 

with 


Seft.  in.     H&w  i9  Bthmn  tfigr  PsriMtg.  575 

widi  fiich  ftroDg  cords  of  oaths,  tows^  and  covenants-; 
mayft  tfaott  not  expcA  to  bring  fire  from  the  alur  along 
with  ttj  that  will  confnme  thee  ? 

There  are  fome  who  remember  their  vows  no  longer 
than  the  fiicrament  lafts :  WhSe  they  are  at  the  Lord's 
table,  they  haTC  perhaps  fome  fenfe  of  dieir  obligations 
to  ferve  Uod  and  leare  fin ;  but,  when  they  rife  and  de- 
part from  the  taUe,  the  fenfe  of  their  engagements  de>» 
parts  from  them.  I  have  read  of  the  Abyl&nes,  that 
after  the  factament  they  think  it  not  lawful  for  them  to 

SAt  that  day  till  the  fetcing  of  the  fun.  This  is  ftipdr- 
ition  in  them ;  but  yet  their  fuperftirion  will  fife  up  ia 
judgment  agaioft  the  profane  carriage*  of  many  after 
the  (acrament.  Would  they  not  (pit  that  dav  ?  What 
Ihall  we  think  of  ihofe  who  fo  foon  fiyrget  tncir  vowSy 
that  they  do  not  ftick  to  fpit  in  Chrift's  face  on  that 
very  day  they  eat  his  bread,  by  their  loofe  and  ungodly 
pra^iices  afterwards  i 

There  are  others  not  quite  fo  groisi  that  Wilt  lav 
themfelves  wder  fome  reftridions  for  a  day  or  two  aN 
ter  the  (acrament }  b^t  then,  alas,  they  drop  all  their 
engagements,  and  return  to  their  forfner  finful  liberd^. 
Oh,  doth  the  facramental  covenant  bind  but  for  a  day 
or  two?  Doth  the  efficacy  of  chat  (blemn  ordinance 
laft  no  lonser  with  you  ?  Is  not  the  bond  thereof  as 
ftrong  on  Uiy  confcience  the  next  month,  or  the  next 

J  ear,  as  the  very  day  thou  receiveft  ?  The  facrament  of 
aptifm  is  but  once  adminiftered,  and  that  in  our  in- 
fancy ;  and  yet  we  own  that  the  baptifmal  vow  and 
covenant  doth  bind  to  the  daj  of  ouf  death,  though 
we  (hould  live  an  hundred  years.  Now,  is  it  not  the 
fame  covenant  and  vow  we  renew  at  the  Lord's  fupper^ 
which  we  make  in  baptifm  ?  Why,  then,  (hould  not 
the  bond  in  this  facrament  be  as  binding  and  lading  as 
in  the  other? 

O  communicant,  keep  up  always  upon*  thy  fpirit  a 
{re(h  fenfe  of  thy  facramental  covenant  ^  renew  the  im« 
pre(&on&  thereox  every  morning  in  thy  fecret  retire^ 
ments,  and  then  thou  wilt  be  in  better  cafe  to  beat  off ' 
all  temptations  to  aipo(bicy  through  the  day.  Say  Aill 
Vol*  L  4  G  to 
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to  tftirptationsy  t^mpt  me  not  from  my  aHegiaiioc  9mA 
^Mkf :  The  vows  of  Qoi  aie  upofi  mc  feated  at  ths 
lacrament^  and  recorded  in  heaven  :  Met  one  of  mf 
feilov  eommuaicants,  but  wSl  bewitnefles  for  God, 
that  they  faw  roe  perfoiially  and  publicly  own  and  te* 
new  oiy  oei^nant  with  him  :  Wherefore,  for  my  oath's 
fake,  and  tfaofe  that  fat  with  me,  I  will  not  do  this  cvitt 
and  fin  aftainft  God.  Sh^B  I  alienate  and  pollute  thq 
heart  fo  folemtily  devoted  to  God  ?  ShaH  I  mahe  ligh| 
«f  my  oath,  turn  diSoyal  to  my  ^ng,  and  falfe  to  my 
God  f  Shall  I  ever  be  fo  Ingrate  or  piBrfidious,  as  fo»i^ 
get  his  kindnefa  to  me,  or  my  vows  to  him  ?  Shall  ho 
efeape  that  doih  ftioh  things  }  of ,  ihall  he  break  the  co^ 
lenant  and  be  delivered  ) 

ThoE  haft  great  need  to  pray  that  God  may  fix  the 
laftfaig  tmprcflion  of  Aj  vows  upon  thy  hear^  for  it  ie 
naturally  deceitful,  pr^ne  to  forget  God  and  gad  after 
the  vanities  of  time  Cry  with  the  Pfalmift,  Ffiil.  €xix« 
36.  37.  M  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy  teftiinenieS|  and 
not  unto  oovetoufeefs :  Turn  away  mine  eyes  from  be* 
holding  -vanity,  ar«d  quicken  thou  me  in  thy  waj.^  Let 
me  never  bo  fo  eager  upon  the  world,  as  to  forget  to 
If  tire  to  converfe  with  my  Saviour :  Let  me  never  fe 
perplex  snyfelf  with  worldly  bufinefS|  as  to  omit  to 
pray,  to  meditate,  to  read  and  &ng  due  prailiKS  to  my 
Qoi.  No,  no ;  I  will  fay  to  the  world  and  aH  time^ 
things,  I  am  not  at  my  own  difpofal  :  *^  I  have  fworUi 
and  will  perform,  that  I  will  keep  God^s  righteous  ju4g« 
ments.''    O  how  deeply  am  1  obliged  to  him  that  has 

£aid  my  debt  1  What  (hall  i  render-  unto  the  Lord  ) 
lOrd,  though  I  can  do  noticing  that  is  fatisfaAory,  let 
me  ftp  fomething  gratulatovy.  (%rift  gave  htmfelf  a 
fin-offeving  for  me.  let  me  gi^e  myfelf  a  thank-oSbring 
to  him,  let  me  pffer  up  my^lf  a  ftving  facrifice  to  my 
Redeemer,  who  offered  up  himfelf  a  dyiii|  faerifict 
for  my  ro^emptipo.  .     * 


DifefecTi  V!I.  fkt  i\\ii  yt>tt  ttixtiff  Sifi^  aftc*  ¥au 
hdtr  been  feeing  Chnft  CnicifiCii  fcl  toftK  bclofc 
jrour  Ejcf  in  the  Satrament.    ; 

If^Artl  tm  been  fe  crUel  as  to  pat  to  deatk  the  iSon 
ot  Goil  ?  See  th^t  nence/orch  jrott  haye  no  pitj  upon 
-the  marderf^r  o^  Chrlft  your  Saviour.  As  iSauI  eyed 
t)avid  to  kill  him,  fo  do  you  eye  tho(c  traitors,  vour 
itia,  frem  this  day  forward  to  icill  and  deftroy  theni. 
iMever  correlpond  or  pHrie?  with  them  auy  more  ^  ne- 
never,  entertain  a  favbnrable  thought  of  them;  rior  give  ' 
them  a  kind  look  again,  feeing  they  have  done  fo  horrid 
and  inexcufable  a  deed. 

0  communicant,  haft  ttiou  Uen  Chrifl  (triiggling  to 
fbtisfy  juilice  tot  Cia,  and  fave  thee  from  it ;  and,  will 

Iou  after  all  chufe  wilfui>y  to  walk  in  &ai  ^ill  you  not 
urn  the  (pear  that  pierced  him,  and  break  in  pieces  the 
nails  that  crucified  him  ?  Every  one  of  Chrift's  wourids 
is  a  mouth  opened  to  plead  for  your  wouncHng  and  kill- 
ing of  fin.  Had  you  tccn  Chrift  wreftling  in  the  garden 
in  his  bloody  agony,  Sweating  greit  drbp^  of  blood,  ly- 
'  ing  pn  the .  eround  (  had  you  heard  him  utter  Ishefe 
words,  *^  Pamer,  if  it  be  poflible,  id  this,  cup  pafs  from 
ine  :^  Had  you  iben  hU  loul  befet  on  all  hands  by  your 
t)^3ody  fins,  and  even  brought  to  a  nonplus,  John  xii- 
27 »  when  he  know  not  (to  fpeajc  with  reverence)  well 
what  to  fay  ;  had  you  feen  him  bound^  led  and  nailed 
to  the  c(ofd|  with  a  black  an>;ry  cloud  upon  his  foul^ 
cryirig  out,  '*  My  dod,  my  tiod,  why  haft  thouforCitpn 
me  ?  Would  you  not  have  vowed  a  revenge  upon  fin  t 
O  could  you  hsAre  lov^d  or  hugged  the  foldier^  or  been 
Jbnd  of  me  (peat  that  pierced  his  bleifed  fide  ?  Well,  6 
tommunioant,  tbis  thou  doft^  when  tbou  bugged  tby 
fins,  and  e(neciaily  when  thou  entertainetl  my  predo- 
minant tuft  or  darling  fin  :  Your  other  fins  are  as  the 
nails  in  his  hands  and.  leet)  but  this  as  the  fpear  that  made 
a  great  wound  in  his  fide,  and  went  nearer  his  heart  than 
any  of  the  reft.  ,.  , 

Oh,  never  .(u6cr  fin  to  Ibr^  anv  more  in  you^  that 
would  not  futfer  your  Saviohr  to  live  in  the  world  i  ne« 

4  G  a  vet 
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vcr  alleir  Hat  a  room  in  your  heart,  vbich  wottM  not 
allow  him  a  fooni  amoittft  the  living  on  earths  O  be* 
wan  of  cnicif  jing  Chrm  afrefli.  Never  diipnte  aaf 
nore,  when  a  temptation  is  prefented,  whether  Ckrift 
or  Barabbw  ihouM  he  prefenxd ;  yoor  lofts  denkd,  ot 
Chrift  crueified :  But  prefently  cry  .out  againft  your  lofts, 
*<  Crucify  thetti,  crucify  them.^  iiave  you  feen  God  tak- 
ing off  ydur  (oumtt  burdens,  and  laying  them  upon  the 
hack  of  .bis  dear  Son,  who  willingly  t<K»k  them  on  for 
you,  thoiq^h  they  prefled  him  down  to  die  eaith  i  O 
then,  go  not  to  lay  any  more  loads  upon  him.  Halfi  he 
taken  you  and  waihed  you  from  your  fins  in  his  owm 
blood  r  O  do  not  return  with  the  fow  that  is  waflsed 
to  her  w&IIdwiog  in  the  mire.  Hath  die  Loid  been 
graoieufly  fealing  the  pardon  of  your  fins  i  Go  not  to 
turn  his  grace  into  wantonnefs,  by  venturing  to  nm  oa 
in  a  new  icore.  If  you  have  waflied  your  fbet  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  O  beware  of  defiling  them 


DiufiCT.  VIII.  Walk  always  under  the  fenfe  of  GodV 
.    ai-{eeing  Eye  upon  you  in  eveiy  thing  you  do. 

A  HOLT  and  circumipeA  walk  is  what  every  com* 
municant  (hould  endeavour,  efpecially  after  the  facr»- 
inent  i  tins  would  tend,  not  only  to  your  own  peace 
and  oomfbrt,  but  alfo  to  the  glory  of  God,  ^nd  the  pni-- 
moting  of  his  intereft  and  kingdom  in  the  world.  Were 
your  lives  tender,  circumfpe£k,  and  fiiining  in  hoKnefr 
before  the  world,  there  would  be  little  need  of  miracles 
to  confirm  the  word,  or  convert  infidels ;  for  your  coo* 
verfations  would  allure  (Irangers,  and  mightil|  recom- 
mend ^rdigiOD  unto  them  ;  io  that  they  might  thereby 
be  drawn  to  feek  acquaintance  with  the  God  of  holy 
communicants,  as  Nebuchadnezzar  was  with  the  God 
of  Daniel:  and  thus  you  would  be  inftrumentsof  tum- 
mg  many  to  rightcbutnefs,  and  fb  ihine  as  the  ftars  tk 
cvcf  and  ever.      '  * 

Now,  if  youf  wooM  fliine  m  a  holy  walk  arid  cxcwi 
j)lary  converfatton,  then  you  muft,  like  Caleb,  •*  wiilk  af- 
;t^  God/'  NuflA.  ^T.  l4.''^ott  Qiuft  imi^itc  him  in  his 

holinefs 


n 
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liofindCi  and  parity.  .  Again,  you  nraftlikeEoooIn  waA 

^nvkh  Gody  Gen.  v.  ^^.  live  in  commiioion  and  felbir* 
fliip  with  him.  And  tlien»  you  muft^  liim  At*ilianit 
m(t  hrfmrt  CU^  Gen.  zvii*  i .  lire  and  canjr  a8  thofe 
who  bcUeve  he  haih  a  fpedal  eye  upon  yon  m  alt  that 

.  yDOidoA  And  when  you  go  abent  any  admi  or  bvfr* 
nibi  i^rinxat  or  tfemporal,  fay  to  yonr  £omhf  **  I  have  a 
watchfiil  eye  dver  me,  that  ptercetn  tnt9  all  my  thought!^ 
that  difcovers  the  pvincipleft  from  which  I  am  aft^,  4|^t 
tibe  ends  tO'Which  I  moves  Let  me  a£k  then,  at  one 
that  ftill  beMevea  thii,  as  one  that  muft  flioitiy  be  ac- 
conntable  to  God  for  ail  I  do,  and  I  know  not  Imw 
ioon."  Or,i  fay  to  this  purpofe,  **  Now  laxn  going  a^ 
bont  fuch  a  bnGnefs,-  fucb  a  duty ;  and,  if  Chritl^  fhalt 
fend  for  me  at  the  end  of  it,  what  aocoont  willlbc  abk 
to  give  of  my  management  to  him  ?  WJiat  do  I  know^ 
but  ar  the  «nd  of  this  duty  I  may  et^r  be  in  Abrafaam^i 
bofbm,  or  in  a  golf  of  mifery  ?'* 

Walk  now  in  all  your  fieps,  as  if  yon  faw  Cbrtft  crmm- 
cified  before  you,  breathing  forth  his  dying  love  lo  loft 
finners,  an4  pouring  out  hia  blood  to  cleanie  thero-imft 
fin.    Would  not  tlttt  be  a  great  aw-band  upon  yo«,  lo 

.  fcftrain  you  from  fin  ?  Walk  now,  as  a  damned  ibnl 
'Would  walk,  were^he  again  to  live  under  the  o&ra  of 
m^cy :  How  diligently  (think  you)  would  he  ohey^ 
how  ferveatly  would  he  piay,  and  how  peremptoriff 
would  he  rejc&  all  tempcaiions  to  fin?  So  ought  cteif 

.  finccie  communicant  to  do,-  that  intends  to  pleafe  God 
and.  w?dk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  he  is  calkad. 

IkKnor.  IX.  Endeavour  to  walk  cheerfuify  and  coti. 
'  tentedly  under  every  lot  and  condition. 

TOXT  njAj  look  for  trials  and  difficulties  whilc.yoii 
fojoum  in  tJbas  world :  But,  in  midft  of  all,  jou  ihioiild 
aim  to  be  mucb  in  the  eunuch's  frame  after  the  ileal  of 
baptifm,  A£ls  vlii.  39.  who  **  went  on  his  way  tqoic- 
ing.** .  Have  yoii  got  the  fcal  of  God's  covenant  ?  Tben^ 
whatever  your  aiffi£^ions  be,  you  cannot  but  have  a  re% 
viving  cbidialj  for  your  (ins  are  pardoned.     Let  not 

worthy 


worthy  coihmamcants  fay  they  are.ficki  when  thnf  idh 
ifoff ics  are  fori^iTen  them.  Sf'oiild  they  walk^deje^^M* 
ify  who  hay^  gdt  an  imereft  in  the  Hew  covenant  frc^r- 
t^i  and  ail  the  promHes  and  privileges  of  k  nitiieil  and 
ctoflrmed  to  them  ?  Foff  whmt  do  they  W^nt^  bttt  is  to 
ke  h<td  here  I  Whatibevcr  is  a  bleffing  is  fiftcared  faete, 
ekhtr  far.  Aifi<rd  riches,  or  a  Contented  poverty. 

A  wimhy  communtcant  may  fay^  JLet  God  do  vilii 

>ioe  as  he  will,  in  this  worU«  1  dcfire  to  he  content,  fee- 
ing ne  bath  eogagedhimfelf  to  be  with  me  in  all  fta^es 
ttid  ^ondittOt)8«  and  to  order  all  things  for  tnj  idrao^ 
tage  t'  Surely  '*  he  cannot  lie,  he  catifiot  deny  himfelf  i* 
»U  his  words  are  oaths  for  their  <!crtai»t)r,  and  tdl  fit 
pTO.r>ilie«  •«  the  fare  raerbies  o^  I>atid«''    Let  mt  covt- 

'fiantcd  God  chwfe  out  my  lot  for  me^  fnrely  it  Aatl  Be 
with  more  w«fd6m  and  with  more  affiedioii  thsm  I  en 
chofe  for  myfelf.  He  whom  Alihighty  wiCdom  and 
goodaefs  ukes  a  fathcily  care  off  and  hath  eiigaped  io 
ietd^  cannot  hot  have  enoughs     If  Chrtft  be  liiinO,  all 

.things  are  mtoe  ^  nothing  is  cMckided^  where  ke  is  ia» 
dttded* 

iDliitcT.  X.   Doligfat  in  the  co^pny  of  the  People  ef 
God« 

SHAKE  oflTalt  mrgodly  fbciety^  tM  hltteydW  hesrlt 
finked  to  all  (bofe  that  bear  Ghlrift's  ima^  Set  tte 
Pfalmift's  example  before  your  t^tt  iti  this  maft^,-  Pfal. 
caia.  1 1  J.  *•  Depdtrt  from  me,  ye  etif  doefs,  fof  I  #M 
keep  the  commandments  of  my  God.'*  And  vcrfe  63, 
^  I  am  a  coifipanien  of  aU  them  that  feaf  ih^  and  ef 
them  that  keep  thy  precepts.  It  is.  a  true  faying  of  So- 
lon^on's,  Prov.  xiii.  20.  *'  He  chat  walketh  with  wife 
men^  (hall  be  wife  i  but  a  companion  of  fools  (hall  be 
deftroycd.**  Alake  the  liviheft  of  God's  people  your 
greateft  lotimates,  and  upoti  all  occafions  impfove  thetr 
fcllowHiip  to  the  beft  advantage.  IWiiirate  of  the  COdtitig 
of  your  affe£ti6ris  to  the  people  61  God  \  but  let  thit 
divine  fentence  {till  run  in  your  hiinds,  1  Jbhir  iv.  it» 
^  Beloved,  if  God  fo  loved  us,  we  ou^ht  ilfotirlovcotic 
another.''    Let  the  love  of  Gddj  mattiftfted  t6  you  it 
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Hm  fiicrament  enffigc  you  t»  carry  lovingly  and  afftftkHi« 
atelf  to  all  his  people.  Hmcrforth  behave  yourCelim  9$ 
{Brvanti  of  the  fan^e  fannily«  branches  of  die  famo  yifM» 
lumbers  of  thtt  fame  body»  and  chiyxea  of  tho  bmm 
Vathev. 

DiMCT.  ^L  Study  to  flu«e  in  the  f^racaa  of  Med&« 
nefft)  Patience,' and  Forgiveneb  of  Injuries* 

THIS  is  the  way  to  make  you  like  your  glortoas  Re^ 
4eemer  and  Pattern ;  and  this  is  the  way  to  adorn  thf 
profrffion  of  religion,  and  to  make  it  amiable  in  the  eyet 
ef  ftr-ingers.  And  furely  all  thofe  who  have  been  fbu^ 
crs  of  God's  infinite  mercy  and  goodnj^fs  in  the  facrac 
nient,  will  come  away  from  it  with  a  difeofitipn  to  bear 
injuries,  wi  a  re^dioefs  to  forgive  thofe  that  do  them 

^iroDg.' 

,* 

Direct.  XU.  Labour  to  keep  up  conftantlen^n]^ 
for  Communion  Qcc^iGgns  here  beioW|  an4  for  Ac 
l^ero^i  5^ppcr  of  th«  lam\^  8lb9^^ 

^URELT  thoib  whp  Uye  met  with  Chrift  in  this 
ordinance  will  be  Vfc<tthing  for  fi^rther  dif(paveries,o£ 
his  fweefoefs  and  beauty.  Yqij^  ought  to  be  frying* 
Cl^e  Mc)fes,  when  he  came  down  from  the  mQunt»  ''  ( 
befeech  tht?e»  ifOrd*  ihew  me  thy  glory  :**  I^f  me  hATC 
iiew  maoifcftati^ps  of  thy  excellency,  frefh  intin^ipm 
of  (hy  lov^  and  ^lesifer  difcovcfiti^i^  qf  thy  will.  Qh^ 
when  will  the  opportunity  fct^rn  ?  Wh^n  (hall  I  com^ 
and  appear  before  God  ?  When  ftiaU.  I  again  fee  his 
power  and  glory  ia  the  fanduary  ?  When  (hall  I  tafte 
his  love  and  goodntrf-  again  in  the  facrament  ?  Whea 
ftall  I  again  behold  hin  well  covered  table,  fit  dowa 
thereat  with  his  chtldreny  aad  be  fatisfied  at  with  mar- 
row and  fatnefs  ? 

But  feeing  this  lower  table  is  tranfient  and  uncm%iii, 
look  for  one  to  come  which  is  fixed  and  abiding;.  "  Yet 
a  little  while^  (faith  Chrift)  and  I  will  fee  you  a^ain, 
and  I  will  come  and  receive  you  to  myfeif."    O  believer, 

your 
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«ottr  lovely  bridegroom  will  ke^  his  word  and  hbday^ 
lie  will  come  and  marry  you  to  himfelf  for  ever :  Tboe- 
fere  ever  ftand  upon  the  watch-tower,  wifliftiHy  kM>ldii| 
fer  hift  appearance ;  nerer  flack  thy  watch,  nor  let  thy 
expedation  cool,  till  he  come  and  take  thee  home  Co 
bimfelf,  and  fet  you  down  at  the  higher  table,  where  he 
Ihall  for  ever  lay  afide  his  vail,  and  his  amiable  ooiio- 
tenance  never  more  be  clouded  with  frowns ;  where 
you  (hall  not  have  a  facramental  but  a  beatifical  vifion ; 
where  you  (hall  not  remember  him,  but  behcdd  him  as 
lie  is  \  where  you  (hall  feed  on  him  without  (igns,  and 
lee  him  without  a  vail  \  where  all  your  forrows  (hail  be 
^  turned  into  joys,  where,  for  <;very  rq>roach  you  met  with 
in  God's  fervice,  you  (hall  reap  eternal  honour  \  forcK- 
vy  hour  of  forrow,  you  (hall  enjoy  endlefs  ages  of  coiw 
fort.  '^  Make  hade,  my  beloved,  let  the  day  break  and 
the  (hadows  fly  away.  Even  fo,  Lord  Jefu?,  come 
^ickly.**  Take  me  to  that  place  where  myfteries  (hall 
be  turned  into  revelations^  faith  into  vifion,  hope  into 
fruition,  efpoufals  into  embraces,  forrowful  fighs  into 
nuptial  fongs,  drops  of  tears  into^rivers  of  pleafaref, 
tranCent  glances  into  the  radiant  and  direft  beams  e( 
the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  (hort  taftes  into  evcrlai&f 
feafting  and  fulnefs.  How  fmaH  are  the  comforts  of 
the  lower  table,  if  compared  with  thefe  of  the  higher 
table?  How  dark  are  die  difcoveries  believers  hire 
Iiere,  if  compared  with  thcfe  bright  manifeftations  a» 
bove  ?  /But,  Dccaufe  I  have  infixed  on  this  head  form- 
erly, I  (hall  add  no  more  here  upon  it ;  but  wifli  that 
we  may  come  at  length  experimentally  to  know  die  di& 
ference,  to  our  everlafting  comfort. 
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